
Collage by Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

The 2011-2012 academic year included a visit from Republican strategist Karl Rove, talk of a 
possible strike from Rider’s teacher union, a new academic building, plans for dining hall renova-
tions, a fast-spreading norovirus outbreak, theatrical performances and exciting sporting events.

A review of the year in news
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That time of year has come 
once again as University offi-
cials announced Rider’s tuition 
increase for the 2012-2013 
academic year Tuesday to the 
Lawrenceville campus and 
Wednesday to the Westminster 
campus. However, there is good 
news as this year’s tuition rise of 
4.7 percent and a 4.6 percent 
combined increase for the cost 
of attendance, which includes 
tuition, fees, room and board, 
are the lowest rates Rider has 
seen in more than ten years.
 Dean of Students Anthony 
Campbell and Vice President 
for Enrollment Management 
Jamie O’Hara announced to 
both campuses’ student Senates 
that the increase would bring 
the cost of tuition to $32,820 
from its current cost of $31,330. 
The price of room and board 

will also increase from $3,665 
per semester for a standard 
double room to $3,885 per 
semester, and the cost of a stan-
dard meal plan will go up from 
$2,240 to $2,285 per semester.  
A formal letter from President 
Mordechai Rozanski explain-
ing the increase was mailed to 
students’ homes Thursday.
 “This percentage increase is 
lower than some of the increases 
we are hearing about from some 
of our peer private institutions 
in New Jersey,” O’Hara said.
 Taking into consideration 
the current economy and its 
impact on students and their 
families, the financial aid bud-
get is increasing 8 percent, up 
$3.7 million, bringing the total 
cost to $50 million to help out 
students.

“The increase to the finan-

Rider is putting increased 
focus on maintaining the value 
of a college degree, according to 
President Mordechai Rozanski,  
who spoke at the Town Hall 
Meeting on Thursday in the 
Yvonne Theater.
 Rozanski addressed the 
current progress the University 
is making in terms of student 
success, graduation and reten-
tion rates, enrollment, financial 
aid and Facilities projects, as 
well as future goals. Rozanski 
said that the combination of 
progress in these different areas 
adds to the value of a Rider 
education.
 “A college degree is still 
the most valuable preparation 

for success in life and a career,” 
he said. “But it’s not just about 
the degree. It’s the full four-
year experience that’s important 
because we are in the education 
and personal development busi-
ness. And that’s where Rider 
does a great job, as reflected 
in student achievement, faculty 
excellence and high-quality, 
innovative programs.”
 Rider is taking steps to 
ensure each student receives the 
education and experience need-
ed to get a job after graduation 
and do so affordably.
 “We work as hard as we 
can to make a Rider education 
a valuable education in terms 
of excellence of the education 
experience,” Rozanski said. 
“We also want to help fami-
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Security BriefS

Window wreckage

 Vandalized window 
screens were found in the 
dorm rooms of Hill Hall and 
on the ground directly out-
side of the building. 
 On Sunday, Public 
Safety arrived to Hill after 
receiving a call from a female 
resident student who said 
that many window screens 
were damaged the night 
before. The female resident 
said that unknown persons 
ripped down exterior win-
dow screens. 
 Another witness in Hill 
said that some of the students 
pushed a window screen into 
his room, knocking over his 
lamp and computer. 
 The cost to replace the 
window screens is unknown 
and Facilities Management 
has been notified about the 
damaged screens.

Dangerous dryer

 A female resident student 
in Ziegler Hall had an unfor-
tunate laundry room expe-
rience on Wednesday, April 
18. On Thursday, April 19, 
Public Safety was called to 
Ziegler Hall and met with 
the female victim. She said 
that she had put her clothes 
in one of the dryers in Ziegler 
and when she returned to 
retrieve her clothes, the fab-
ric was ripped, mangled and 
shredded. 
 Public Safety notified 
Facilities Management of the 
incident and Facilities has 
since removed the dryer from 
the building and has contact-
ed the company responsible 
for the dryers. 

Toe troubles

 A male student worker 
was injured while walking 
up the Bart Luedeke Center’s 
(BLC) stairs on Friday, April 
20, at 8 p.m. Public Safety 
reported to the BLC at 10 
a.m., on Saturday and met 
with the victim. He said that 
he was going up the front 
steps of the BLC when he 
stubbed the little toe on his 
left foot. The victim said that 
the skin of his toe had torn 
off and would not stop bleed-
ing. 
 Public Safety provided 
him with bandages, gauze 
and antiseptic. He did not,  
however, wish to be trans-
ported to a hospital for fur-
ther medical treatment.  

Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.
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Coming

Up ...
Friday, April 27
Rider University Chorale 
Spring Concert
7:30 p.m., Gill Chapel

Saturday, April 28
Run Over Violence 5K
10 a.m., SRC

Rider Choir Spring Concert
7:30 p.m., Gill Chapel

Tuesday, May 1
Lalanobooza
8:30 p.m., Daly’s

Wednesday, May 2
Pet Therapy  
11:30 a.m., Great Plains 
Residence Hall

Independent Scholarships 
& Creative Activity 
Presentations (ISCAP) Day
12:30 p.m., Sweigart

“’Till Further Notes” A 
Capella Concert
6 p.m., BLC Theater

Friday, May 4
Bike to School Day
12:30 p.m., Daly’s

Saturday, May 5
Westminster Spring Concert
7 p.m., Bristol Chapel

Thursday, May 10
Lawrenceville Graduate/
CCS Commencement 
5 p.m., Campus Green

Friday, May 11
Lawrenceville Undergraduate 
Commencement
9:30 a.m., Campus Green

Compiled by Jen Maldonado
To list your event, e-mail
ridernews@rider.edu
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Photo of the Week
Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Junior Dave Pavlak and sophomore Katie Zeck attended a 
luncheon hosted by the New Jersey Press Foundation for the 
winners of the College Newspaper Contest. To have your pho-
to pictured as “Photo of the Week” email sarlom@rider.edu.

Rider health insurance to see possible hike

The cost of the University-
provided health insurance may 
triple starting next year if the 
U.S. Supreme Court finds the 
individual mandate require-
ment of President Obama’s 
health care plan constitutional. 
 Rider offers a health insur-
ance plan to approximately 
1,500 students at a rate of $275 
per year. It covers up to $25,000 
in maximum benefits cover-
age, but students can choose 
to purchase up to $50,000 in 
coverage. The plan is in accor-
dance with New Jersey state 
law, which requires all full-time 
students attending private or 
public institutions of higher 
education to maintain health 
insurance with basic hospital 
benefits. Under the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care 
Act, Rider would be required 
to cover up to $100,000, 
thereby increasing the cost of 
the University-provided health 
insurance, according to Dean of 
Students Anthony Campbell. 
 “The estimates we’re get-
ting in right now for this insur-
ance are anywhere between 
$855 and $955, depending on 
deductibles, what we cover and 
how we cover it,” Campbell 
said. 
 The Affordable Care Act, 
which was signed into law on 
October 23, 2010, ensures that 
student health plans do not 

have less than $100,000 in 
annual limits on essential ben-
efits coverage beginning before 
September 23, 2012, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
(HHS). Essential benefits 
include various medical services 
and items such as emergency 
care, laboratory tests and hos-
pitalization services. The annu-
al limits on essential benefits 
will rise to $500,000 for policy 
years beginning on September 
23, 2012, but before January 1, 
2014. There will be no annual 
limits on essential benefits as of 
January 1, 2014, according to 
HealthCare.gov, a federal gov-
ernment website managed by 
HHS.
 Campbell explained that as 
the amount of coverage increas-
es so will the price of the univer-
sity-provided health insurance. 
With the $500,000 benefit cov-
erage requirement for 2013, the 
price of the University-provided 
health insurance is estimated 
to cost between $1,500 and 
$1,800. In 2014, there will be 
no annual limits on essential 
benefits; therefore, insurance 
providers will be required to 
offer unlimited benefit cover-
age. The estimates for 2014 run 
as high as $2,500-$3,000.
 “These are projections that 
I’m not sure about, but we 
know it’s going to be more 
costly to students,” Campbell 
said. 
 Junior psychology 

major Juan Lorenzo has the 
University’s health insurance 
plan. He said the price of the 
current plan is its biggest asset.
 “Let’s be realistic — [the 
insurance] is $275 a year,” 
Lorenzo said. “You can make 
that in a month at a job so [the 
price] now is good because it’s 
cheap. If [the price] increas-
es, that wouldn’t be so good 
because you’d have to find the 
money somewhere, through 
some kind of loan.”
 Lynn Eiding, director of 
Student Health Services, said 
in an email that she believes the 
Affordable Care Act has posi-
tive intentions.
 “I believe that the current 
health care reform laws man-
dated by President Obama were 
instituted with the intention of 
improving health coverage and 
access to care for full-time col-
lege students,” she said. “The 
cost of the insurance will gradu-
ally increase over the next three 
years, but will include greater 
maximum limits on coverage.”
 Rider is in the process of 
submitting a request for pro-
posal (RFP) with various health 
care providers and brokers to 
find an insurance provider.
 “We’re looking for the best 
price for the best coverage,” 
Campbell said. “All of that is 
interesting because you can get 
a lower price if you have higher 
deductibles. For a little more 
in price, you can have lower 
deductibles. All of those things 

are being weighed out and we’re 
looking at what’s the best plan 
for the students.”
 The Supreme Court has 
been debating whether or not 
it is constitutional to man-
date health insurance for all 
Americans. The Affordable 
Care Act requires all citizens to 
maintain health insurance and 
if they do not, they must pay 
a penalty. Depending upon the 
Supreme Court’s decision, the 
University may need to alter the 
details of its plan. 
 “If [the Supreme Court] 
overturns the mandate, that 
doesn’t do anything for New 
Jersey because New Jersey still 
mandates [health insurance] for 
college students, but how will 
that ruling affect the rest of the 
insurance program?” Campbell 
said. “Will they repeal the 
start of it? Will they repeal the 
whole law? Will they continue 
to go forward? Those are all the 
unknowns that we have to deal 
with.”
 The Supreme Court’s rul-
ing is estimated to be delivered 
in June and so is the University’s 
decision. For now, Rider will 
plan for an increase in cost for 
its university-provided health 
care. 
 “We have to assume that 
the health care plan will go into 
action as planned,” Campbell 
said. “So we have to have a plan 
that complies with the current 
law.”

By Rachel Stengel 
stengelr@theridernews.com



As seniors across Rider’s 
campus prepare for the fateful 
date of May 11, we all have 
something to be thankful for. 
Undergraduate commencement 
speaker Heather Shankman 
may have a few more reasons 
to be grateful that graduation 
has come. 
 Shankman, an advertising 
major, is thrilled to be graduat-
ing on time, considering some 
of the health problems she’s had 
to endure.
 “In the past year alone I 
have had two surgeries on my 
heart,” she wrote in an email. 
“Two years ago, I had quite a 
close call to death where I was 
on life support for many days 
and it is a miracle that I am 
alive today, let alone graduating 
on time, and being the 2012 
undergraduate commencement 

speaker.”
 Shankman explained that 
her health issues are a very per-
sonal matter, but that they have 
helped her to gain perspective 
and to value what she has.
 “Through my experiences, 
I have been able to appreci-
ate life and the time that we 
are given, since everything can 
change in a blink of an eye,” she 
said. “I look forward to shar-
ing some of these experiences 
with everyone at graduation 
and to give a speech that will be 
remembered for many years to 
come.”
 It has been a dream of 
Shankman’s to be the com-
mencement speaker since she 
was a freshman. She feels she 
is well-suited to represent the 
class of 2012 because she has 
had many of the same expe-
riences most college students 
have.
 “I truly feel honored to be 

able to have such an opportu-
nity to speak in front of my 
fellow classmates, peers, friends 
and family who have stood by 
me through these past four 
years,” she said. “I have done 
the all-nighters in the 24-hour 
lounge, I have made those late 
night diner runs and have also 
had my share of unforgettable 
weekends on campus. I look 
forward to giving a speech that 
is relatable to each and every 
student graduating this year.”
 Shankman is still putting 
the final touches on her speech, 
but is looking forward to the 
experience.
 “In my speech, I explain 
some of the life lessons that 
I’ve learned through the vari-
ous obstacles that I have faced,” 
she said. “Additionally, I touch 
upon the impact Rider has had 
on myself, as well as each and 
every one of us. And I guess the 
rest you’ll just have to wait and 

see at graduation.”
 As for those Rider stu-
dents who will not be joining 
the class of 2012 on May 11, 
Shankman suggests enjoying 
your time here, getting involved 
and making the most of your 
college experience.  

“Make sure you take 
advantage of your time at Rider 

with the friends you make and 
the relationships you form 
with your professors,” she said. 
“Enjoy yourself and don’t be 
afraid to try new things. This 
is your time to not only learn 
in the classroom, but to experi-
ence and learn life lessons.”

A journey from hospital rooms to the graduation stage
Friday, April 27, 2012 3

The
Rider News

By Emily Landgraf
landgrafe@theridernews.com

Photo courtesy of Heather Shankman

During her years as an undergrad at Rider, Heather Shankman 
has experienced many severe health complications.

Public 
Safety 
Reminder
Public Safety asks that 
residents and their families 
exercise caution when 
packing and loading their vehicles specifically in 
regard to blocking roadways. Public Safety also 
asks that no vehicles are parked on the grass. If 
you are having difficulty finding a place to load 
you vehicle without blocking a roadway, Public 
Safety asks that you contact an officer at x5029. 
There will be additional officers on duty to assist 
during the move-out period. Public Safety wishes 
everyone a safe and enjoyable summer season.

Rider prepares for Middle States evaluation 

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Debbie Stasolla described the importance of the regional accred-
itation and gave an overview of Rider’s Periodic Review Report.

Members of Rider’s 
administrative staff and 
University community mem-
bers congregated in the Shapiro 
Board Room of North Hall 
on Tuesday morning to dis-
cuss and provide feedback on 
Rider’s Periodic Review Report 
(PRR). The report will be read 
and evaluated by the Middle 
States Commission on Higher 
Education for regional accredi-
tation.
 Rider has until June 1 to 
submit the report and will 
receive a response from Middle 
States by November 2012, on 
the status of the University’s 
accreditation. 
 According to the Middle 
States website, Middle States 
is the unit of the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and 
Schools that accredits degree-
granting colleges and uni-
versities in the region, which 
includes Delaware, the District 
of Columbia, Maryland, New 

Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. Middle States accredi-
tors who review the institu-
tions’ reports are administrators 
from colleges and universities 
within the Middle States region 
— making the Middle States 
accreditation a peer-review pro-

cess.
 Associate Vice President for 
Planning Debbie Stasolla gave 
a presentation describing the 
details of the report as well as 
the importance of gaining a 
regional accreditation through 
Middle States.
 “I believe in [Middle 
States] because I would rather 
have peers review each other 
because we know our institu-
tion better than, I think, the 
federal government [knows our 
institution],” she said. 
 According to Stasolla, 
a regional accreditation is an 
accreditation of an entire insti-
tution. 
 “For colleges and universi-
ties to receive federal financial 
aid for students, you have to be 
regionally accredited,” she said. 
“Middle States is one of about 
five or six regional accredita-
tions across the country.”
 According to Rider’s web-
site, the PRR is intended to 
provide a retrospective, current 
and prospective analysis of the 
institution. The report high-

lights four of Middle States’ 14 
accreditation standards. These 
standards are also the basis for 
Rider’s self-study. They include 
planning, resource allocation 
and institutional review, insti-
tutional resources, institutional 
effectiveness and assessment of 
student learning. 
 Stasolla also addressed 
the importance of adding val-
ue to the University during a 
time when college graduates 
are either underemployed or 
unemployed and many are 
questioning the worth of a col-
lege degree.
 “We, as part of the regional 
accreditation process, are dem-
onstrating not only to Middle 
States, but to the external 
world, the value that we pro-
vide,” Stasolla said. “The fact 
that we evaluate ourselves on 
a regular basis is to prove that 
what it is we say we’re doing 
with our students is indeed 
what we are doing. That’s why 
I’m such an advocate for [the 
Middle States accreditation].
 According to The Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, unemploy-
ment rate for bachelor’s degree 
college graduates under the age 
of 25 was 5.2 percent as of 
March 2012. This is almost a 
3 percent decrease since last 
March’s unemployment rate of 
8.5 percent. Despite these more 
positive numbers, students are 
concerned about their pros-
pects post-graduation.
 “I’m glad Rider puts 
emphasis on the value of the 
University as a whole,” sopho-
more Tiffany Morales said. 
“With the job market being 
so unstable, it’s nice to know 
[administrators] are making 
sure everyone knows that stu-
dents from Rider are getting a 
quality education because that 

means a better chance for grad-
uates to get a job.”
 Stasolla provided a descrip-
tion of the PRR and how it is 
different from the University 
self-study.
 “A self-study is done every 
10 years and the PRR is done 
within the fifth year of that 
cycle,” she said. “The PRR is 
supposed to be an opportunity 
for further analysis and dem-
onstrate compliance. [In the 
PRR] we need to demonstrate 
sustained and organized assess-
ment and also demonstrate evi-
dence of linked institutional 
planning and budget.”
 The floor was later opened 
for questions and feedback on 
the report.
 Audience members, spec-
ficially graduate students from 
the Planning and Evaluating 
Budgeting class of the organi-
zational leadership major, pro-
vided suggestions on how to 
improve certain sections of the 
report.
 Their suggestions included  
clarifying certain sections on 
the importance of student and 
faculty diversity and increasing 
the importance of the freshman 
seminars and effective alcohol 
education classes.
 Stasolla summed up the 
presentation by stressing the 
importance of making it clear 
to Middle States accreditors 
that Rider is fully meeting the 
proper standards to receive the 
regional accreditation.
 “The bottom line is, we 
want to demonstrate compli-
ance with Middle States stan-
dards, and I think we have great 
stories to tell of how we’ve been 
doing early decision making 
and resource allegation,” she 
said.

By Katie Zeck
zeckk@theridernews.com



lies be able to afford [Rider] 
and that means we don’t want 
them to just look at the sticker 
price, but the net price and 
that involves a commitment to 
financial aid.”
 Rozanski addressed that 
there is an 8 percent increase, or 
$3.7 million, in total financial 
aid.
 Rozanski said that since 
2004, the financial aid budget 
has increased 79 percent. He 
also informed the audience that 
Tuition Aid Grant (TAG) fund-
ing was restored this spring, 
and he is optimistic about gain-
ing the funding for next year as 
well.
 “Let’s see what happens 
June 30,” he said. “I met with 
a number of legislators. They’re 
telling us they’re committed 
[to granting TAG funding]. I 
believe it, but I want to see it.”
 As a way to enhance the 
overall academic success of 
Rider students, the University 
has implemented new special-
ized programs.
 “There’s no one magic 
bullet that helps advance stu-
dent success,” Rozanski said. 
“There are multiple approaches 
because there are multiple audi-
ences we’re dealing with. It’s a 
process of circles within circles, 

some overlapping, but all help-
ing.”
 According to Rozanski, the 
key element in many of these 
circles is small group experience 
and personal attention.
 The Discovery program, 
Supplemental Instruction 
(SI) and the Rider Advantage 
Program (RAP) are a few of 
those student academic support 
initiatives.
 “What these all have in 
common is a focus on freshmen 
and undeclared freshmen who 
are the most vulnerable because 
they can’t identify or bond with 
faculty or staff in a significant 
way,” Rozanski said. “These 
programs provide that support 
for them with these bonding 
experiences.”
 The SI program provides 

students in historically diffi-
cult freshman classes with a 
chance to receive academic sup-
port from an upperclassman 
who previously had that class. 
Studies done by the University 
of the SI program show that 
82 percent of the 551 students 
who attended the supplemental 
tutoring sessions received an 
A, B or C in the class and only 
67 percent of the 646 students 
who did not attend received an 
A, B or C.
 “SI appears to be con-
tributing to the success of the 
students,” Rozanski said. “The 
more successful they are, the 
better we feel and the better 
they feel and the better they’ll 
succeed to graduation.”
 The president also dis-
cussed many successes the 

University saw this past year in 
both student academic accom-
plishments and broader institu-
tional recognitions.
 “They do us proud,” 
Rozanski said in response to a 
list of students who won aca-
demic competitions and were 
actively involved in indepen-
dent research.
 He also showcased the suc-
cesses of Rider’s faculty and 
staff in the areas of research, 
honors and published works.
 “[Our professors] practice 
in their field and our students 
benefit tremendously from 
that,” Rozanski said. 
 Many of the schools within 
the University received national 
accreditations this year.
 The College of Business 
Administration was granted 
the Association to Advanace 
Collegiate Schools of Business 
(AACSB) reaccreditation in 
business and accounting and 
the School of Education met 
all of the National Council 
for Accreditation of Teacher 
Education (NCATE) standards 
among others.
 Rozanski also focused 
on the University’s Periodic 
Review Report (PRR), which is 
a requirement of all institutions 
as a part of a 10-year accredita-
tion cycle.
 “Our PRR focuses on 
implementation of strategic 
plan and innovation agenda 

within the context of the four 
standards,” Rozanski explained.
 Rozanski highlighted many 
of the initiatives that were put 
into effect on campus this past 
year as well as new projects that 
will be enacted over the sum-
mer and in the fall.
 A few of the new academic 
programs that will be available 
in the fall include a Bachelor of 
Arts (BA) in music curriculum, 
a new business curriculum and 
a Registered Nurse (RN) to 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
(BSN) online degree program.
 The Rider community 
will also notice many physi-
cal improvements to the cam-
pus over the next year. These 
include new dining facilities 
on both campuses, new faculty 
offices in the Science Building, 
upgrades to the Yvonne Theater, 
a new parking lot at WCC, and 
a handicap accessible ramp for 
Moore Library. 
 Looking ahead, Rozanski 
said the University plans to 
continue implementing new 
and renewed programs, remain 
proactive in enrollment man-
agement and fundraising efforts 
and continue facilities enhance-
ment. 
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President Rozanski proudly discussed Rider’s successes from 
the past academic year in the Yvonne Theater on Thursday.

 Westminster Choir College 
(WCC) held its Student 
Government Association (SGA) 
elections Thursday, in which 
junior voice performance major 
Elizabeth Fildes won the posi-
tion of SGA president.
 The rest of the new execu-
tive board positions include 
junior Michael Zubert as vice 
president, sophomore Yoanna 
Akis as treasurer and sopho-
more Moira Gannon as secre-
tary.
 One aspect Fildes openly 

expresses is her appreciation for 
Westminster and how this pride 

for her school fueled her desire 
to be elected SGA president.
 “Westminster is an extraor-
dinary place,” she said. “As 
president, I want to empower 
students to be active in the 
changes they want to see and to 
lead our students in bettering 
our community.”
 WCC students were able 
to vote either in person at the 
Thayer Lounge from 11:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m., or electronically 
through an email sent to the 
entire student body.
  The results will be officially 
announced tonight at 7:30 p.m. 

at the SGA Banquet at the cam-
pus playhouse.
 Fildes has been heavily 
involved with SGA during her 
years at WCC and feels that 
as a senior next year, she will 
be able to successfully take on 
the duties that come with being 
president.
 “I have held several leader-
ships on and off campus and 
have always fully devoted my 
time and energy to my respon-
sibilities,” she said. “Because 
I have completed most of my 
coursework, this is a job I have 
time and energy to do.”  

 Some of Fildes goals as 
SGA president include creating 
scholarship opportunities for 
returning students and working 
more closely with the freshman, 
sophomore and junior class 
governments to begin fundrais-
ing earlier. Fildes ultimately 
hopes to strengthen the student 
body throughout her term as 
president.
 “Fostering the leadership 
and ideas of the students is key 
to the thriving lineage of leaders 
to come in the following years,” 
she said. 

cial aid budget is important 
because we continue to see stu-
dents and families that are faced 
with changing financial circum-
stances,” O’Hara said. “In order 
to address these needs, we mon-
itor requests and increase the 
aid budget as necessary.”
 Other campus improve-
ments will be made as a result 
of the tuition increase as well. 
Renovations to both cam-
puses’ dining halls are being 
done this summer, with the 
addition of a Subway on the 
Lawrenceville campus along 
with a “refreshed look for Daly’s 
and Westminster’s Dining Hall” 
that will allow for more variety 

with the food provided to stu-
dents, according to O’Hara. 
 The Westminster campus 
will be receiving a new parking 
lot that consists of 93 spaces and 
will “make a world of a differ-
ence,” according to Campbell, 
while the Lawrenceville cam-
pus will being offering a new 
master’s degree in Business 
Communications and an 
online program that will allow 
registered nurses to get their 
Bachelor of Nursing Science 
degree. 
 Both campuses will also 
welcome new faculty for the 
upcoming academic year, with 
Lawrenceville adding about 
11 new faculty members and 
Westminster hiring four new 
members.
 Students have responded 

with mixed feelings regarding 
the tuition increase, but seem 
pleased the extra money will be 
well spent.
 “I’m glad the increase is 
going towards things that will 
benefit students,” sophomore 
Carlee Augliera said. “But it’s 
already very expensive to go 
here so potential students may 
see the price and second think 
if they want to come to Rider, 
even though the money is going 
to campus improvements.” 
 Sophomore Shauna 
Scarano agrees.
 “Obviously no one is going 
to like a tuition increase, but if 
the increase is for specific rea-
sons then it may be a bit more 
acceptable to people,” she said. 

Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Fildes

Elizabeth Fildes is the new 
WCC SGA president.

For more information on 
Rider’s PRR, see Rider pre-
pares for Middle States evalu-
ation on p. 3.
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Hard work does, 
in fact, pay off.

(1)  Total cash allowance includes $2,500 consumer cash and $500 bonus cash for well-qualifi ed buyers when fi nanced 
through Ally Financial. Not all buyers will qualify. Residency restrictions apply. Must take retail delivery by 4/30/12. (2) Eligible 
customers must be a college or recent college graduate and must meet one of the following criteria: graduating in the next 6 
months with any degree, graduated in the last 2 years with any degree, or currently enrolled in a master’s or doctoral program. 
Residency restrictions apply. Off er available to residents of PA, MD, VA, WV, DE and certain areas within NJ and OH. See dealer 
for details. Must take retail delivery from participating dealer by 9/4/12. Ram is a registered trademark of Chrysler Group LLC.
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(1)  0% APR fi nancing for 72 months equals $13.89 per month per $1,000 fi nanced for well-qualifi ed buyers with 10% down through Ally Financial. Not all 
buyers will qualify. Offer ends 4/30/12. (2) Eligible customers must be a college or recent college graduate and must meet one of the following criteria: 
graduating in the next 6 months with any degree, graduated in the last 2 years with any degree, or currently enrolled in a master’s or doctoral program. 
Residency restrictions apply. Offer available to residents of PA, MD, VA, WV, DE and certain areas within NJ and OH. See dealer for details. Excludes 2012 

MY SRT models and Avenger SE. Must take retail delivery from participating dealer by 9/4/12. (3) Excludes Avenger SE and Charger SRT. Ends 4/30/12. 
Dodge is a registered trademark of Chrysler Group LLC.
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 For over 40 years the Cold War 
taught American citizens to intensely 
mistrust Eastern Europeans. Now, 20 
years later, a Rider professor and two 
students are spending approximately 
three weeks in the same area Americans 
once ostracized.
 Todd Dellinger, director of the arts 
administration center and professor of 
arts administration, is travelling over-
seas to work on research projects with 
Naomi Vernon, a junior musical theater 
major and arts administration minor, 
and Chelsea Stebbins, a sophomore 
arts administration and history double 
major.
 Although the point of each research 
project varies, Dellinger, Vernon and 
Stebbins will be working together and 
sharing what they have learned.
 “My project is kind of piggybacking 
[Dellinger’s] project because we’re going 
to Eastern Europe to do the same sort 
of thing,” Vernon said. “He’s [focusing 
on] the broader spectrum of all of the 
arts in transition while I’m studying the 
musical theater.”
 Vernon, a recent recipient of the 
Undergraduate Research Scholars Award 
(URSA), is focusing her research on the 
lack of presence musical theater has in 

parts of Germany, the Czech Republic 
and Hungary. Along with Dellinger, she 
is also investigating what can be done to 
increase state support for the arts.
 Vernon titled her project “The 
Frozen Curtain: Expanding Arts 
Business in the Former Eastern Bloc” 
and hopes that researching overseas will 
be a jumping-off point for her future. 
She hopes to complete her education 
at Rider and apply for the Fulbright 
scholarship, which allows the recipient 
to deeply explore other cultures.
 The URSA scholarship began dur-
ing the 2003-04 academic year and is 
awarded to approximately five students 
per year. Each award is $5,000, split 
between two semesters. Students are 
asked to present their proposed research 
project to a panel. The panel then 
decides what ventures to ultimately sup-
port.
 “It’s a really great opportunity that 
[Rider] started to help with independent 
research study projects,” Vernon said.
 Stebbins was not awarded the URSA, 
but she still plans to join Dellinger and 
Vernon on their trip to Eastern Europe 
for the project with the intention of 
helping out with anything she can.
 All three said they plan on commu-
nicating to those who are working with 
or have previous experience in the arts.
 “Considering the time period, there 

are not many people alive who were art-
ists or art administrators at the time,” 
Stebbins said. “We would like to talk to 
as many people as we can as soon as we 
can because there’s no greater research 
subject than someone who experienced 
the events first-hand.”
 Dellinger also hopes to improve aca-
demics through his trip. “My goal with 
the arts administration program here is 
to make it the strongest [arts adminis-
tration] undergraduate program in the 
country while incorporating an interna-
tional component,” Dellinger said.
 Dellinger added that he hopes to 

see a development in the project and 
relationship with Eastern European arts 
for years to come.
 Vernon admits that although she is 
very enthusiastic about the opportunity 
she has been given, there is also a sense 
of shock accompanying the realization 
that her dream is coming true.
 “I wanted to make a difference in 
the performing arts in another country 
and expand some more American influ-
ence in that region to build more cul-
tural connections,” Vernon said. “And 
now it’s actually becoming real, which is 
exciting and kind of scary.”

 
 
 
 

 “Then with a hippity, a hoppi-
ty, and a slippery-flip-floppity, a small 
brown bunny appeared right next to 
Annabelle’s boots,” reads page six of 
senior Kellie Marshall’s first children’s 
book.
 Marshall, a fine arts major, has 
been working on Annabelle and Wilbur 
since the spring of her sophomore year. 
Although primarily interested in the 
illustrative aspect, she is confident in 
both her drawing and writing abilities 
and hopes they will continue to develop 
as she goes on in her career.
 “It is the first story I have ever writ-
ten, but I wrote it with an eye on the 
future,” Marshall said.
 Annabelle and Wilbur is a children’s 
short story centered on the relationship 
between a young girl and a rabbit. When 
they first meet, Annabelle is very shy and 
nervous around Wilbur, a small animal 
with a big sense of adventure. However, 
through the course of the story the two 
learn to trust each other and Wilbur 
helps Annabelle come out of her shell.
 Marshall said she took inspiration 
from her own childhood when creating 
the character of Annabelle. 
 “As a somewhat introverted per-
son myself, I knew that the basis of 
my book would be overcoming shyness 
and opening oneself to adventure,” she 
said. “Annabelle is a reflection of me 
and Wilbur is a reflection of the stuffed 
bunny I had.”

 Marshall added that her passion for 
illustration came from a favorite child-
hood pastime.
 “My grandfather and I would spend 
hours drawing cartoons, comic-like 
strips and creating little sketches with 
speech bubbles,” she said. “After my 
grandfather passed, I decided to pursue 
illustration more seriously.”
 Dr. Harry Naar, a professor of fine 
arts, has been Marshall’s adviser and 
mentor throughout the entirety of the 
project.
  “I was really excited because I’m 
really open to students coming up with 
ideas and pursuing those ideas,” Naar 
said. “If I can be of any help in that 

regard, that becomes a really important 
position for me to take. She has worked 
really hard on it, and it’s an original idea 
with original imagery. Basically the role I 
played was more in terms of questioning 
her, advising her and making sugges-
tions here and there, but for the most 
part it’s totally her idea.”
 Marshall said she is thankful for 
the help and encouragement that Naar 
provided throughout the creation of the 
book and during her education at Rider.
 “He was the one who originally 
encouraged me to pursue what I thought 
was then a very naïve idea,” she said.
 What she once thought of as a pipe 
dream is now nearly complete. Marshall 

hopes to put the finishing touches on 
the book before the end of May and 
submit it to various publishers. Marshall 
is excited to potentially see her story in 
print because it relates to her personal 
experiences — something Naar thinks 
plays a critical part in the success of a 
student’s work.
 “I’m really after students creating 
images that relate to who they are,” he 
said. “I’m really looking forward to see-
ing the finished product.”
 In the meantime, Marshall is work-
ing on another illustrating project. She 
was approached by an author whose 
story has been approved for publishing, 
in hopes that she would provide the 
illustrations for the book.
 Nevertheless, Marshall’s collabora-
tion with another author has not caused 
her to abandon ideas for the future of 
Annabelle and Wilbur.
 “While I may not have put pen 
to paper, I have many ideas for more 
stories with these characters,” she said. 
“Ultimately I would like for Annabelle 
and Wilbur to be an adventure series, 
continuing into four or five individual 
books.”

Marshall will 
display her chil-
dren’s book in 
Fine Arts 357 
from May 9-14.
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Rider student hippity-hops into literature

By Nicole Veenstra
veenstran@theridernews.com

Arts admin program hopes to break through iron curtain

Photo courtesy of Kellie Marshall

The cover art for Kellie Marshall’s whimsical children’s book captures the magic 
of childhood and is both written and illustrated by Marshall.

Photo courtesy of Todd Dellinger

Karel Foustka, Todd Dellinger and Michal Láznovský discuss how the education 
of arts administrators varies between Rider and the Czech Republic.



 As the course load increases, free 
time diminishes and deadlines loom 
around the corner. The prospect of 
seeking help outside of class can seem 
daunting. For some, squeezing in a 
tutoring session can potentially overload 
a schedule.
 Tutor Talk, a program started by 
the Student Success Center (SSC) at 
the start of this month, was created to 
combat this very issue. In fact, students’ 
collective convenience is considered a 
main priority. 
 Tutor Talk allows tutors and stu-
dents to communicate with each other 
from the comfort of their own homes.
 No appointments are necessary, 
as the program is conducted entirely 
through Blackboard Instant Message, 
so every student has the opportunity to 
take advantage of this new option. 
 It’s ideal for students who are in a 
hurry, only have a quick question or 
want a sounding board for ideas.
 “The student can chat online with a 
tutor between the hours of 6 p.m. and 8 
p.m., Monday through Thursday,” said 
Jenny Scudder, assistant director of SSC, 
who developed and ultimately launched 
Tutor Talk.
 The program offers an instant 
response for the inquiring student. 
Online tutors can guide participants in 

the right direction and act as a precursor 
to an individual or group session with a 
tutor. 
 Tutor Talk eases students into the 
tutoring process by making the program 
easy to access and utilize. 
 “Hopefully, as students learn about 
this option, they will know getting help 
is as easy as chatting on Facebook,” 
Scudder said.
 This is not the SSC’s first foray into 
online tutoring; rather, it is a refinement 
of the preexisting system. 
 “We have offered online tutoring 
options for three years and continue to 
look for ways to make tutoring easy for 
students to use at Rider,” Scudder said.
 Tutor Talk came into existence 
through students’ suggestions. 
 “Many have expressed that some-
times they just have a quick question and 
don’t feel they need an entire appoint-
ment,” Scudder said. 
 By streamlining the program, stu-
dents in dire need of a quick response 
can get answers almost immediately.
 “I think this could be helpful for 
desperate situations,” said sophomore 
public relations major Leandra del Pozo. 
“However, I feel that tutoring is more 
effective in person.”
 The program can be utilized as a 
shortcut or a stepping stone, depending 
on each individual student’s preference. 

 “Through Tutor Talk students can 
learn a strategy to work through that 
brick wall and hopefully schedule a ses-
sion with a tutor in the future,” Scudder 
said. 
 Tutor Talk furthers the SSC’s funda-
mental objective as well. 
 “One of the goals of the Student 
Success Center is to design academic 
support services that are meaningful, 
appealing, and relevant,” said Kendall 
Friedman, director of the SSC. “Tutor 
Talk is our most recent initiative that is 
intended as a student-friendly means of 
assistance that we hope bring students 

into our center for more individualized 
support in the future.”
 Current and former student tutors 
are responsible for creating many of 
the online materials, which are often 
updated. 
 While this semester is winding 
down, Tutor Talk will continue to oper-
ate in the fall. Anyone interested can 
check out the SSC website or click the 
link on their Facebook page. Students 
can schedule their own appointments in 
room 237 of the Bart Luedeke Center.

  Awakening at the crack of dawn 
to fight traffic and the hordes of sleep-
deprived zombies at Wawa all before 
making it to campus is not an experience 
most Rider residents need to contend 
with. But for senior marketing major 
and commuter Zak Pflieger, waking up 
before 5 a.m., and clocking in at the 
Student Recreation Center (SRC) by 6 
a.m., has become a way of life.  
 While commuters lead a different 
lifestyle, Rider tries to make the college 
experience essentially the same for all of 
its students.   
 “As a commuter, I expected to spend 
much of my day in my car,” Pflieger said 
“I just didn’t realize how much time I 
was going to spend in my car. I don’t 
mind really, but it gets to be exhausting 
and expensive after a while.”   
 While many students at Rider com-
mute, those who don’t can fail to con-
sider all of the particularities involved in 
the process. Although the cost of room 
and board is not something a commuter 
needs to worry about, there are other 
expenses that often go without thought.   
 “One of my biggest expenses is gas, 
then food, and I also have bills [for] 
credit cards, utilities, rent, cell phone — 
everything like that,” Pflieger said. 
 However, Pflieger has not been 
commuting his entire time at Rider. 
He started off as a freshman living in 
Conover Hall before moving to Olson 
Hall and eventually becoming a resident 

advisor. After being denied premium 
housing, Pflieger and his friends decided 
to move off campus and live indepen-
dently for their senior year. 
 Though some students like Pflieger 
opt to live off campus, Rider still tries 
to offer them on-campus opportuni-
ties. One of the most important options 
for involvement fot commuters is the 
Association of Commuting Students 
(ACS). 
 “ACS is a branch of student govern-
ment designed to help the commut-
ers on campus find their place,” said 
ACS President, junior accounting major 
Michael Lombardo in an email. “Our 
main goal is to get commuting students 
involved on campus and do everything 
possible to make sure that they are aware 
of all the services and activities that 

Rider has to offer.”   
 Lombardo also mentioned that ACS 
hosts various events throughout the year, 
such as a coffee house event once a 
month, to build the group’s reputation 
as a branch of student government and 
also to achieve its goal of student inte-
gration.
 Lombardo said he was driven to 
become involved with ACS when he 
was a commuting freshman. He said the 
organization helped him make friends 
and feel more at home on campus and 
he hopes to help other commuters feel 
this way with his position as president.
 Another service Rider provides for 
students is the commuter lounge, which 
is located in the Bart Luedeke Center 
and is intended for commuters to use as 
a place to relax between classes.

 Even with these amenities, some 
people believe that Rider could do more 
to include its commuting population. 
 “I think Rider could cater to com-
muters more with class scheduling,” said 
Lindsay Tamuzza, a freshman education 
major who commutes. “There are so 
many classes at night and early in the 
morning, which makes it hard to get 
a schedule that lets me get home at a 
decent hour.”
 Commuters are given many of the 
same opportunities as residents — with 
the exception of swiping into dorms 
— such as access to meal plans, Bronc 
Bucks and the gym in the SRC. 
 Commuters can also become a part 
of any academic club, student-run orga-
nization or section of Greek Life. While 
the option may be there, in practice 
there are inherent challenges. 
 “Most clubs are late at night, so I 
feel I can’t get involved,” Tamuzza said.
 Overall, Pflieger feels there are posi-
tives and negatives to both living situa-
tion. He said he enjoyed being involved 
on campus and living the dorm room 
lifestyle, but now at age 22 and graduat-
ing in a few short weeks, he reflects that 
his decision to commute was a satisfying 
one.  

Additional reporting by Megan Pendagast
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By Kirsti Rainville

Tutor Talk ushers in an online era 

Commuting students have a drive to succeed

google.com

Battling traffic and steadily increasing gas prices are among two of the greatest 
hurdles for Rider commuters, standing in the way of the finish line.

Photo courtesy of Jenny Scudder

Student tutors Matt Lichtiger and Tom Lee, both seniors, become acquainted 
with the new Blackboard IM system while being trained for Tutor Talk.



 
 It is shaping up to be a very memo-
rable summer for Hollywood. The biggest 
season of the year for movies could domi-
nate once again with highly anticipated 
big-budget projects that will surely leave 
their marks on thousands of screens from 
May to August. But with the recent and 
massive success of director Gary Ross’ 
film adaptation of The Hunger Games, one 
could easily think that the summer movie 
season has already started. While that may 
not be the case, it’s very close to its arrival.
 Just like many summers before it, this 
one is gearing up to launch some films that 
audiences have been waiting a long time 
to see, maybe for as long as a couple of 
years. Marvel Comics’ Avengers squad will 
finally team up. Batman will be unleashed 
for the conclusion to Christopher Nolan’s 
blockbuster trilogy. The Bourne series will 
return with a new agent on the run and 
much more will be waiting for audiences 
at the multiplex.
 The Avengers (May 4): The sum-
mer begins with this superhero epic that 
has been years in the making. Every 
Marvel film from 2008’s Iron Man to 
last summer’s Captain America: The First 
Avenger has contained a post-credits scene 
that brought the stories of each Avengers 
character closer together. In this film, 
Nick Fury (Samuel L. Jackson), director 
of S.H.I.E.L.D., brings the superhero 
team together, which includes Iron Man 
(Robert Downey, Jr.), Captain America 
(Chris Evans), the Incredible Hulk (Mark 
Ruffalo), Thor (Chris Hemsworth), 
Hawkeye (Jeremy Renner) and Black 
Widow (Scarlett Johansson), to save the 
world from the army of Thor’s adopted 
brother Loki (Tom Hiddleston).
 The Dictator (May 11): One of today’s 

most outrageous comedic actors, Sacha 
Baron Cohen (Borat), returns for anoth-
er film focusing on his latest charac-
ter, Admiral General Aladeen, a Middle 
Eastern dictator who travels to New York 
City and is subjected to quite the culture 
shock.
 Snow White and the Huntsman (June 
1): In this remake of the Snow White 
legend, the evil Queen Ravenna (Charlize 
Theron, Young Adult) learns that her step-
daughter Snow White (Kristen Stewart, 
Twilight) could surpass her as the “Fairest 
One of All,” as well as become the king-
dom’s true ruler. The queen recruits a 
huntsman (Chris Hemsworth, Thor) to 
kill Snow White. Instead he becomes 
Snow White’s protector and teaches her 
how to fight. Then, with the help of her 
dwarves and Prince William (Sam Claflin, 
Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger 
Tides), the troop sets out to conquer the 
unjust ruling of the queen.
 The Amazing Spider-Man (July 3): In 
director Marc Webb’s reboot of the Spider-
Man franchise, Peter Parker (Andrew 
Garfield, The Social Network) spends his 
days trying to unravel the secrets of his 
past and get his high school crush, Gwen 
Stacy (Emma Stone, The Help), to notice 
him. Peter is also led to his father’s former 
work partner, Dr. Connors (Rhys Ifans, 
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 
1) after finding a briefcase that belonged 
to his father. What Peter discovers will 
shape his fate into becoming Spider-Man 
and will bring him in a battle against Dr. 
Connors’ villainous alter ego, the Lizard.
 The Dark Knight Rises (July 20): In 
Christopher Nolan’s conclusion to his 
colossal Batman trilogy, the story begins 
with Bruce Wayne, also known as Batman 
(Christian Bale, The Fighter), who is on 
the run after being accused of District 

Attorney Harvey Dent’s death at the end 
of the previous film, The Dark Knight. 
Eight years later, he makes his return to 
Gotham City where he must foil Selina 
Kyle’s/Catwoman’s (Anne Hathaway, Love 
and Other Drugs) and Bane’s (Tom Hardy, 
Inception) plans to take down the city.
 The Bourne Legacy (August 3): The 
Bourne series resumes after 2007’s The 
Bourne Ultimatum. This installment 
deals with a new group of characters that 
must deal with the consequences of Jason 
Bourne’s actions.
 Don’t let this list fool you, though. 
There are plenty of other films to see this 
summer and many big-screen journeys 
will be there to stimulate the interest 
of many movie-going demographics. So, 
when you have a day without anything 
on your to-do list, take a trip to a local 
theater, sit back and escape.
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Dancing toward Brighter Days

Four dancers support and lean on each other during a performance to “Bad Day.”

So long, school year
What are students’ plans for this summer?

By Vinnie Abbatecola

The Avengers is the first of many mov-
ies to look for in theaters this summer.

“I’m going to Ha-
waii for nine days, 
which I’m really 
excited about. My 
family is visiting 
Maui and Oahu.”

-Kristin Lopez, 
junior

“I’m taking a 
month off and 
traveling, hopefully 
to Europe and to 
see my family in 
Toronto. Then I’ll 
start working for a 
hedge fund.”

-Neil Patel, senior

“I’m getting an ac-
counting internship 
near my house so I 
plan on working and 
spending time with 
my friends from 
home.”

-Nicole Colasuonno, 
sophomore

“I have an intern-
ship with my local 
historical associa-
tion. I’m also going 
to Portugal for like 
18 days with my 
family.”

-Jesse Freitas, 
junior

“I am going with 
Rider to Costa 
Rica. Then, with 
the money I earn 
from my internship 
this summer, I am 
going to go to Eng-
land in August.”

-Jessica Zimmer, 
junior

“I work in my 
town’s Department 
of Public Works, 
doing either lawn 
care or garbage and 
I’m also a valet 
driver.”

-Brandon Dolecki, 
freshman

Photos by Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

A dancer is lifted towards the sky during the routine for  “Heaven Was Needing a Hero,” sung by country star Jo Dee Messina.

Dressed in all blue, Courtney Schumacher’s group dances to “On Your Porch,” per-
formed by The Format. The song is a slow, personal ballad about the past.

Diana Gebbia choreographed an energy-filled dance to the song “Happiness.”

A group of girls, choreographed by Rachael Liberto, show the depth of “A Thousand 
Years” by Christina Perri through their emotionally charged dance moves.

 The Rider Dance Ensemble is putting on its annual spring show, Brighter Days, tonight at 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. in the Yvonne 
Theater in Fine Arts. The performance is open and free to the public and showcases the choreography of 19 different groups.



This year at Rider we reaped the advantages of last year’s 
changes, such as the addition of North Hall and we 
went through familar perils, like campus intruders. 

Overall, students have seen the good, the bad and the interesting 
throughout the year.
 It started off on an interesting foot with the threat of a strike 
by the Rider faculty of the American Association of University 
Professors (AAUP) because of a communication breakdown 
amidst the negotiations. After a couple weeks of wondering and 
worrying, an agreement was found and regularity was restored.
 After all the construction that disrupted our sleep and 
distracted us from our work, students are finally experiencing 
its perks. The extension and remodeling of the Bart Luedeke 
Center (BLC) Theater allowed for performances like The 
Producers. Students are also fully engaged in the classrooms of 
the brand-new academic building North Hall. In addition Rider 
is anticipating new renovations and additions for next semester 
to Daly’s and Cranberry’s. Daly’s will be completely redone with 
the Bronc Diner taken out for extra seating and Cranberry’s will 
be adding a Subway along with different food stations. 
 Rider has made more strides this year to become more 
eco-friendly around campus. The creation of the “green to-go” 
reusable containers at Daly’s and Cranberry’s allows students to 
finally be able to take food out if they aren’t able to sit down for a 
meal. Also, a Dream Machine kiosk was installed in the Student 
Recreation Center (SRC), which is a computerized recycling 
machine that rewards users with coupons. It is important to stu-
dents that Rider gives opportunities to be more environmentally 
friendly around campus.
 Along with the outbreak of campus change, on Feb. 8, Rider 
also experienced the outbreak of the norovirus, which infected 
a total of 224 students and faculty members, according to Dan 
Higgins, director of University Communications. Through this 
tough time, Rider kept it together with the aid of the student 
health center, which stayed open for extended hours and on 
weekends in case of any emergencies. 
 When it came to Rider athletes, each team had its ups and 
downs. On the bright side, the Rider field hockey team clinched 
its second straight Northeast Conference (NEC) win, heavily 
backed by the three-time NEC Player of the Year, senior Virginia 
Egusquiza. The men’s swim team also brought home another 
victory when it won the MAAC Championship title for the first 
time since 2004.
 A life-changing experience for one athlete caused quite a 
stir among the Rider community, along with that of Ewing. 
Sophomore and softball shortstop Laura Gallagher was charged 
with the second-degree crimes of death by auto and fleeing the 
scene of a motor vehicle accident resulting in death after she hit 
a man walking across Parkside Avenue with her car. After The 
Rider News published a news brief about the incident, members 
of the softball team stole most of the newspapers in an attempt 
to give Gallagher her privacy. Softball coach Tricia Carroll apolo-
gized promptly for her team’s actions. 
 Though this year presented its challenges, we also experi-
enced positives as we climbed up 15 spots from 36th to the 21st 
place on the U.S. News and World Report’s list of Best Colleges 
in the Regional University North division. The student body 
also received a new Student Government Association (SGA) 
board, consisting of two previous members: Lorelei Colbert as 
president and Adam Grossman as vice president. Joe Forte was 
elected secretary and Justin Baldwin, treasurer. With a new SGA 
board and excitement for a fresh start in the fall, we can continue 
to add on the positives at Rider.
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Staying green for summer break

Editorial

A finished year 
filled with changes

This weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion 
of The Rider News editorial board and is written by 
the Opinion Editor, Kristy Grinere.

 The end of the semester is around the corner, the weather is warm and the vacation destinations 
are beckoning. Beautiful beaches and exotic landscapes are just a plane, train or car ride away. But 
these modes of transportation contribute to your carbon footprint. 
 Outside the confines of our campus, it may seem difficult to continue green habits, but whether 
you’re going to the Jersey shore or Aruba this summer, it’s important to continue to be environmen-
tally conscious when traveling.
 If you’re sticking to the East Coast this summer, there are plenty of ways you can reduce your 
carbon emissions. Take a day trip to a beach that has a bus or train station nearby so you can utilize 
the mass transit system. You won’t have to deal with traffic or gas prices if you take a quick train 
ride to the beach. Or if you’re staying for more than a day and need the car to transport more beach 
necessities, carpool with friends and bring or rent a bike to get around town, rather than using more 
gas.
 It’s a bit more difficult to go green when traveling by plane, but there are still things you can do 
to be eco-friendly. Flying itself isn’t the most eco-friendly way to travel, but airlines like Continental, 
Virgin Atlantic, Jet Blue and Southwest have been recognized for their environmentally conscious 
endeavors. They use paperless tickets, provide green tips to passengers and strive to make their flights 

See Green, p. 12
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 The second the weather turns pleasant, the 
campus comes alive. Booming music is inescap-
able, sunbathers are laying out on every available 
patch of grass, new outfits are being flaunted and 
the overall feeling of happiness is infectious.  If 
anyone is in a bad mood, coming to Rider on 
a nice day is highly suggested. The question is, 
when spirits are up because of warm, sunny days, 
do grades drop? 
 The first instinct for many on warm or hot 
days, which Rider has been experiencing recently, 
is to go outside and soak up the sun. Just by 
surveying the campus it is clear to see that the 
activities of choice include playing sports, enjoy-
ing iced beverages and, of course, sunbathing. 
It appears that only a few people want to work 
on the computer, fill out worksheets or read a 
book for class while spending the day outside. It 
is understandable. Most students want to focus 
on enjoying the weather, rather than letting the 
day pass by as they bury their heads in a pile of 
homework. Of course everyone would prefer to 
take in the natural surroundings than spend a day 
working — who wouldn’t? With the end of the 
semester and the beginning of finals right around 
the corner, however, the importance of holding 
off on the longing for summer for just a few more 
weeks should not be forgotten.
 Do soccer players and sunbathers struggle 
in class when the weather gets warmer? It is 
impossible to generalize such a wide spectrum of 
students at Rider. Something quite clear is that 
not all struggle with the work versus weather 
issue. Some people, like myself, feel more alert 

and motivated as the weather improves. It is 
difficult to deny that when the sun is shining it 
is far easier to wake up to attend an early class 
than when the day is gray and dreary. Of course, 
there is no doubt that class attendance seems to 
dwindle as the days grow more enjoyable. While 
the weather may be a distraction for some, it is 
the perfect push for others to finish up the semes-
ter on a high note. 
 As a commuter, I can confirm that driving 
to school is a far better experience than in winter. 
Gone is the everyday curiosity of whether or not 
ice will need to be scraped from the windshield, 
the wonder if traffic will be bad because of poor 
conditions and the torturous wait for the heat to 
kick in while en route to school.  While this is 
not a worry for those who live on campus, surely 
everyone can agree that it is easier to get to class 
on time when the path is free of ice and snow. 
 When there is music playing and people 
laughing just outside the classroom window, it 
is hard to concentrate at times. The great thing 
about college is that there was not an inch of 
summer lost as there is in grade school and high 
school. Though it is difficult to imagine when 
New Jersey is experiencing 90 degree days, the 
best of summer has yet to arrive, and when it 
does, college does not have any intention of 
getting in the way. Not letting weather interfere 
with class is a pressing issue, but it is certainly 
one we are all capable of working through. 

-Casey Gale
Freshman journalism/American Studies major

The Rider News is printed by Packet Publications, Princeton, N.J.  Our paper, purchased directly from 
North American mills, is composed of 50 percent recycled newsprint and 50 percent thermo-mechanical 
pulp (made from wood-chip and sawdust byproducts of the wood industry). Our inks are soy or mineral 
oil, not petroleum-based. Printing plates, litho film materials and silver content are recycled after use.

 It’s actually insane to think that my four years at Rider are coming to a conclusion. I remember 
with vivid detail my very first day starting out in the Educational Opportunity Program (EOP) 
program, terrified and not wanting to leave my family’s side. After finally realizing that I had numer-
ous people supporting me, ready to give advice and offer assistance if I needed it, I quickly became 
comfortable living on campus.
 So many factors contributed to making my college career a successful one. As a tour guide, 
disc jockey, EOP counselor and peer mentor in my first three years, it occurred to me that giv-
ing back to others was something that I could feel really good about during my time here. I also 
can’t forget about all the fun parties, adventures, long nights and new experiences with friends 
that enriched my first three years. Keeping a healthy balance between my social life and aca-
demic endeavors was something I felt was important and something that I successfully achieved. 
 My senior year has definitely been different, yet enlightening. All year I’ve been shedding many 
of my childlike tendencies and really preparing for the future. Participating in Rider’s Shadowing pro-
gram during winter’s JTerm led me to one of my first experiences in a professional work environment. 
Interning at WXPN Radio in Philadelphia this semester has also felt like a very adult opportunity, as 
it has been one of my very first glimpses into what likely lies ahead for me. Be sure to take advantage 
of any and all opportunities that come your way, as you never know what doors could open for you.
 And of course, I could never forget to mention working for the newspaper. It’s been 
such a fun job, working with hilarious friends while learning a lot about the school, 
attending an array of events and finally producing something to be proud of at the end 
of each week. A very special thank you to all of the awesome staff and advisers for all 
of your help — I was very lucky to spend my last year working with such a chill staff. 
 Now after four fun-filled years, I’m definitely ready to move on and see what I can accomplish. 
Thanks to everyone here at Rider for all that you’ve done for me; I truly appreciate all of the good 
times.

-Lisa Henderson 
Outgoing Features and Entertainment Editor
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 As I sit in my room in New Building writing this, I wonder 
how the past four years have passed so quickly. In the words of the 
estimable Dr. Seuss, “How did it get so late so soon?” It doesn’t 
seem like it was all that long ago that I started my college career at 
Rider as a naïve freshman.
 That shy, unsure 18-year-old has since been replaced though, 
and while there are times that I miss the girl I used to be, I’m glad 
I’ve changed. That’s the whole point of college — to learn and 
grow as a person. I’ve learned a lot of really important things while 
at Rider: be willing to work hard for what you want, don’t be afraid 
to take chances and don’t take your time here for granted. 
 That last one may be the most important. Juniors, take note: 
Your last year here will fly. You’ll blink, and it will be time to pick 
up your cap and gown. It’s important to take advantage of every 
day here. Make sure you get the most out of your education here 
and get involved in something that interests you. Don’t be afraid 
to take on leadership roles in any of your activities. I can tell you 
from experience that it’s incredibly rewarding. Work as hard as you 
can so that you’re ready to graduate and move on to your next step, 
be it graduate school or a rewarding career. 
 Spending time with your friends here is just as important as 
working hard, though. I have met some incredible people here at 
Rider, and whether or not I remained friends with all of them is 
irrelevant. My mom always told me that people come and go in 
life. Some stay only a little while; some stay much, much longer. 
Whether I met these people freshman year in my residence hall 
or didn’t really get to know them until this year, I’m thankful to 
have known them all. Professors have taught me many important 
things, but so have my friends and I am beyond grateful to those 
of them who have stuck by me through the past four years. You all 
know who you are.
 While we’re still on the subject of friends, I have to men-
tion my time at The Rider News and the great friends I’ve made 
there. While I worked my way from staff writer to News Editor, 
to Executive Editor, I met some incredible people along the way. 
Our advisers over the years have taught me so much, and I’ve met 
so many wonderful and talented students. I wish nothing but the 
best for my fellow graduating seniors at The Rider News and hope 
they find success out in the working world. For those of you stay-
ing behind and running the show, good luck. I know there will be 
weeks that seem never-ending, but I know you can do it. I’m so 
proud of you all and I’m sure that you’ll do amazing things next 
year. 
 For those of you graduating on May 11 alongside me, I con-
gratulate you. I know it’s going to be scary leaving this university 
and heading out into the world, but something tells me that we’ve 
got this under control. We should all be proud of ourselves. We’re 
going to be just fine. 
 To quote Dr. Seuss one more time, “You have brains in your 
head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself any direc-
tion you choose. You’re on your own.   And you know what you 
know. And you are the guy who’ll decide where to go.” Good luck 
and don’t ever stop believing in yourselves. 

-Emily Landgraf
Outgoing Executive Editor
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Focus withers in spring weather
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This Week’s Birthdays
April 28, 1981 -  Jessica Alba, 31

April 29, 1957 - Jerry Seinfeld, 58

April 30, 1982 - Kirsten Dunst, 30

May 2, 1972 - The Rock, 40

May 2, 1975 - David Beckham, 37
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This Week in hisTory...
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April 23, 1564 — William Shakespeare is born.

April 23, 1616 — William Shakespeare dies.

April 24, 1833 — The soda fountain is patented.

as fuel-efficient as possible. Check your prospective airline’s environmental policies before you buy 
your tickets. Booking with one of these airlines is a good way to sneak a few more environment points 
onto your scorecard. Most airlines, however, don’t recycle, so hold onto your cans, cups and napkins 
and recycle them when you land.
 There are multiple ways you can enjoy yourself this summer and be eco-friendly at the same 
time. At school, there are ample opportunities to be sustainable, but being ecological on your own 
isn’t as daunting as you may think. You will have a greener vacation simply by being cognizant of 
your actions and how they impact the environment. Leave no stone unturned. Look for ways you can 
reduce your carbon footprint this summer while still enjoying catching a few rays. 

-Victoria Scheirer
Lawrenceville Eco-rep

 On the outside, college seems like a vital 
time to develop friendships, to broaden your 
understanding of the world and most impor-
tantly, to get a degree followed by a career. 
 Once you get past the application process, 
through your last months at home and actually 
become a college student, it’s about much more 
than that. It’s more important how and with 
whom you take the journey to get your degree. 
After all, college is a learning institution; it just 
doesn’t fit into a purely academic mold.
 For me, and many others, it was my involve-
ment in organizations that formed my four years 
in the most influential way. I learned quite a lot 
in class too, but that didn’t shape my character. 
The two groups I chose were both important 
pieces of who I was: a writer and a Christian. 
So, I chose to further my writing skills through 
The Rider News and to grow spiritually with 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship. Both increased 
my understanding of the world I live in. 
 The Rider News has been a staple of my col-
legiate experience since day one — well, actually, 
Monday one. A group of friends and I consis-
tently attended meetings each Monday and that 
became a gateway to finding my niche in writing. 
Features and Entertainment was where you’d find 
most of my articles, not that I haven’t written a 
news or opinion piece, but that’s what intrigued 
me. So, check one — developing a writing style. 
Check two — learning how to interview strang-
ers. It’s actually not as easy, or hard, as a potential 
writer would think. But preparedness and impro-
vising all come with the trade. 
 Getting back to the “who” that journeys with 
you to that glorious, yet terrifying day of gradu-
ation. The Rider News family has been integral to 
molding me as a writer. From working for differ-

ent editors and seeing the paper change, I learned 
which readers want changes. Adapting to differ-
ent stories and different environments has been a 
task I’ve learned how to work through. I’ve spent 
Wednesday and Thursday nights in Ridge House 
for two years with some of the same people, like 
my roommate, who walked through the door of 
the newsroom with me way back when, and oth-
ers who started last week. I can’t count the laughs 
or the headaches I’ve dealt with, but they were 
worth it. To the Rider News family — Thank 
you. 
 As I developed my career skills and gained 
friendships, I was taking an alternative journey 
for my personal growth. My other family that 
can be found at Rider is InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship. Understanding who I am and why 
my beliefs are essential in my life has opened my 
eyes to many things. It’s my suggestion that you 
find the group that helps you grow and trains 
you for what you want to do and who you are 
within that, but also find somewhere that allows 
you to build the foundation for the person you 
are and will be. For me, it was in the fellowship 
of Christians, and I am so grateful that The River 
could be an integral part of my walk. Leadership 
and character were two of the most significant 
things that organization taught me. 
 When you’re in college, take hold of what-
ever defines you. If you aren’t sure what that 
is, find a group willing to develop with you. 
Concentrate on your career; concentrate on what 
you do and with whom. Honestly, think about 
that day when you’ll look back on college, and 
make yourself proud. I sincerely hope that your 
college journey will be as meaningful as mine. 

-Cathleen Leitch
Outgoing copy editor

Senior Send-Off

Editor shaped by diverse groups

 During my four years here at Rider, I’ve written more papers, consumed more 
energy drinks and been distracted more times than I can count. But I’ve also learned 
more lessons, gained more experience and made more memories than I ever thought 
I would.
 Of course, I came to Rider to get a strong education and to walk away with 
a prestigious degree that will hopefully land me a teaching job immediately after 
graduation. 
 But I also came to Rider for another reason, one that was probably just as 
important to other students: to get away from my (mostly) crazy family. Even 
though Rider is just an hour away from my hometown, I am still able to be on my 
own while I’m here and that sense of independence is something that I value. Being 
on my own while at school is something that most of my friends cannot experience, 
and I’m thankful that I have been able to.
 Like my former coworkers at The Rider News, I am a journalism major. But 
unlike most of them, my first major is elementary education, and I’ve been lucky 
enough to experience both worlds, even though they’re not at all related.
 I was the Opinion Editor for The Rider News for two and a half years. I started 
at the end of my freshman year and continued through last semester. Even though 
my Wednesday and Thursday nights were always occupied and I spent the majority 
of my time yelling at my computer and saying unintelligent things, I wouldn’t trade 
my time in the office for anything. The crazy jokes and the offensive wall quotes 
made the long hours and endless frustrations bearable. Although I didn’t always — 
or ever — show it, working at the newspaper meant a lot to me and I will definitely 

miss it more once I graduate than I do now. 
 Bringing me to my next point, this semester I was student teaching, and since I 
wanted to stay sane, I decided I couldn’t work in a school and be the Opinion Editor 
at the same time. So I had to walk away from the newspaper.
 As strange as it was to not go to the office, I absolutely loved being able to be in 
a classroom this semester. All of the education classes I’ve had taught me a lot, but 
I knew that I wouldn’t really learn until I could put my knowledge to the test and 
face everyday teacher situations. 
 This past semester put me to work more than the other seven semesters have 
combined. Getting up at 6 a.m. every day and not leaving school until 4 p.m., at 
the earliest, sounds extremely draining, and it was. After the first day at my school, 
I came home and passed out on the couch because of how tired I was. I wasn’t used 
to the hours, being on my feet and interacting with so many people at once. But I 
did know one thing — I absolutely couldn’t wait to go back the next day. 
 Rider has effectively prepared me for two separate careers. Looking back at all 
of the work I’ve done and the progress I’ve made since coming here as a quiet fresh-
man, I know that I will graduate feeling confident and ready to take on the world.
 I never thought that four years would go by so quickly, but May 11 will be here 
before I know it. But we can’t stay in college forever, so it’s time to finally get out 
into the real world and get started on what we’ve been preparing for — life.

-Angelique Lee
Outgoing Opinion Editor

Senior Send-Off

Double threat walks away with dual career experience

 My last Rider News piece is in the same section as my first: the 
opinion section. 
 I signed up for The Rider News as a writer during summer 
orientation in 2008.  I was fresh out of high school and still 17.  
The then-Executive Editor of the paper, Laura Mortkowitz, spoke 
to the new freshman class about The Rider News. Looking back on 
those four years, that moment seems so long ago.
 Since then, I have become more outgoing; I was recently told 
how quiet I used to be as a freshman. 
 I have also had the opportunity to serve in three leader-
ship positions: a commuter senator, secretary of the Association 
of Commuting Students and this year, secretary of the Public 
Relations Society. Through these wonderful experiences, I gained 
valuable life skills such as organization, planning and strategic 
thinking.
 Another helpful asset I gained is job experience. I started 
working at the Student Success Center in my sophomore year as 
a peer tutor — a job I will miss dearly. Students are here to learn 
and helping them in that process was one of my best experiences. 
I hope to continue tutoring in the future. 
 The summer between my junior and senior year, I had an 
internship. I worked for a petite public relations firm.  I got a crash 
course in how a small public relations business works. I researched, 
made lists, wrote press releases and made contacts. That summer, I 
learned that I enjoyed public relations work, making it an option 
for work after I graduate.  This year, I also began working for the 
Communication and Journalism Department in the project lab. 
 I once wrote in a column that not all lessons are learned in the 
classroom and I was right.  Some of my most valuable lessons came 
from my extracurricular and work experiences, though I still owe 
a debt to all my professors.
 My academic experiences at Rider taught me to view the world 
differently and to question that perspective. Currently, my reality 
is that I am almost done with my studies at Rider. 
 I am graduating as a journalism and Spanish double major. 
Although I plan to continue my studies, I will also be entering the 
workforce. Despite an economy that is experiencing weak growth, 
I am confident that the skills I have learned at Rider will help 
launch my career.  

-Jess Scanlon
Senior journalism/Spanish major

Senior Send-Off

Writer gains life skills
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TRACK AND FIELD
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Burghart brings stories of success back to Rider

 
 Sometimes, what you plan 
to do in life doesn’t always pan 
out. As any good pitcher knows, 
a curveball can be a good thing 
as long as it is effective. The 
same theory can be applied to 
life. Mark Burghart, a recent 
Rider Masters of Business 
Administration graduate is 
currently a producer for CBS, 
helping coordinate and stream 
major pieces that are seen by 
a national audience. His rise 
to the top wasn’t conventional; 
however, as he has spent time 
doing many different things.
 “I started in ‘96, kind of by 
networking,” Burghart said. “I 
met people and they took a lik-
ing to me. I started as a runner; 
I did that for a few years. Then 
I was able to become a broad-
cast associate, which is basically 
doing graphics and that sort of 
thing; such as the score on the 
bottom of the screen or infor-
mation on a particular player. 
Then I got the opportunity to 
be an associate director and 
associate producer. I did that 
for quite a while and then most 
recently I have had the oppor-
tunity to be a producer.”
 As a producer, Burghart’s 
duties vary day-by-day.
 “Basically, producing 
events in the truck, live events 
and going out and shooting 
features,” Burghart said. “It’s 
like the whole gamut, produc-
ing one-hour shows, doing live 
events and doing features. It’s 
varied what I get to do and the 

opportunities I get.”
 Burghart, who got his 
undergraduate degree in psy-
chology and business admin-
istration from Villanova 
University, and his masters from 
Rider, didn’t foresee his future 
being in a television truck, but 
he doesn’t mind it either.
 “I always liked sports,” said 
Burghart. “That’s what kind 
of led me to CBS. I honestly 
wanted to work with the PGA 
Tour in operations and that’s 
what led me to the TV side. It’s 
not exactly where I wanted to 
be, but sometimes life takes you 
in directions you don’t really 
intend to go. However, due to 
interests and opportunities that 
someone gives you, you get an 
opportunity to do something. 
Sometimes we go to school for 
one thing and end up doing 
something totally different. 
That’s how it turned out for 
me.”
 Burghart has had the 
opportunity to produce items 
for the NCAA Final Four, Tour 
de France and many other high-
profile sports shows. For some-
thing as nationally seen as the 
Final Four, Burghart has to put 
in a lot of hours to see his piece 
come out right.
 “What I do during the tour-
nament is that I shoot features,” 
said Burghart. “On Monday 
we come up with an idea and 
then it is decided where I go. 
So, I will go out and interview 
people, players, family mem-
bers, coaches and teammates 
and then try to make that into 
a story between three to five 
minutes that airs on CBS that 

next weekend. So I have five or 
six days to go out, research the 
story, shoot the story, edit the 
story and then hopefully have it 
approved by my superiors.”
 That’s not to say it doesn’t 
come with the stress that is con-
stantly associated with the TV 
and sports industry.
 “I’ve found the more I have 
gotten to be at CBS the less 
stressful it has become,” said 
Burghart. “You get a familiarity 
with things and that familiar-
ity breeds some type of under-
standing of what the expecta-
tions are. When I was younger 
at CBS, I wasn’t sure what was 
next and how to prepare, so 
that was more stressful. As time 
went on, I’ve gotten to be more 
competent in what I’m doing 
and understood the job. It’s 
always stressful, but it’s not as 
stressful as it used to be.”
 Still, even with all the stress 
and struggles that you would 
expect a CBS producer to expe-
rience, the job has many perks, 
many that Burghart has been 
able to partake in.
 “The Tour de France was 
something I always wanted to 
be able to do,” said Burghart. 
“I had done golf for a few years 
and in 2001 I was given the 
opportunity to do the Tour. 
I did that for eight years and 
it was a great experience to 
spend most of my summers 
traveling around France and 
following Lance Armstrong. [I 
also was] getting a chance to 
do the NFL, NCAA basketball, 
golf, meeting famous golfers, 
Formula 1 racing in Europe. 
The Tour de France was always 

thrilling for me because it was 
my first opportunity to really 
go to Europe and it was just 
a different sport that the U.S. 
isn’t really familiar with, but it 
was interesting to be a part of.”
 Still, as Burghart comes 
back to speak to the adults pur-
suing their MBA, his message 
remains the same.
 “The thing to remem-
ber and what I always try to 
remember is be as efficient in 

as many areas of the company 
as you can, because then you 
are indispensible,” he said. “If 
you can do a lot of things, that 
makes you more valuable than 
if you are just prolific in one 
area. The more things you are 
capable of doing well, the more 
they are going to keep you and 
promote you and move you up 
the ladder. Just be willing to 
learn and understand different 
areas; it makes you invaluable.”

David Pavlak/The Rider News

Mark Burghart speaking to MBA Business of Sports students.

Rider looking to relay good news in Penn Relays

By Victoria Lyons

 Coming off the success 
of recent performances at the 
Larry Ellis and Greyhound 
Invitationals, the track and field 
team is looking to make an 
impact when they take to the 
track in the Penn Relays.
 A strong performance in 
this event springboards the 
Broncs that much closer to the 
MAAC Championships.
 According to Head Coach 
Bob Hamer, the men and the 
women were competitive in 
many areas at both meets.
 “We had several athletes 
that were waiting for a break-
through performance and they 
were able to achieve that result 
this past weekend,” he said. 
“We had some ups and downs, 
but you need to learn how to 
deal with adversity at times and 
learn how to rebound and learn 
from the experience.”
 Rider had a few win-
ners from the previous meet. 

Freshman Anthony Dentino 
won the 5,000-meter, junior 
Erin Fitzgibbons placed first 
in the 3,000-meter steeplechase 
and junior Nicole Tassello fin-
ished first in the 5,000-meter.
 “Anthony, Erin and Nicole 
ran the races according to the 
plan we developed for each of 
them,” Hamer said. “They were 
able to execute the race plan 
perfectly and then really race 
the last third of the race very 

hard to earn the victory.  I am 
hopeful that this will contribute 
to give them confidence for the 
remainder of the season.”
 Expecting the race to be 
faster, Fitzgibbons was a little 
surprised with her victory.
 “I thought I was going to 
have more competitors that 
could run with me, but [I 
didn’t],” she said. “So I wasn’t 
expecting a win, but I’m happy 
I got it.”

 The possibility of finish-
ing first was unanticipated for 
Tassello as well.
 “The heat made it really 
hard, but it was big effort,” 
Tassello said.
 As for the Larry Ellis 
Invitational in Princeton, junior 
Mia Riley came in eighth in the 
100-meter, earning an IC4A 
qualifying time, while junior 
Ashley Hunter was 24th in the 
400-meter.

 “Mia and Ashley are com-
peting very well right now and 
we are hopeful that we can 
get another increase in their 
performance over the next few 
weeks,” Hamer said.
 Other accomplishments 
for the Broncs include junior 
James Burroughs placing third 
in the 110-meter hurdles with 
an IC4A qualifying time at 
Princeton and freshman Nasser 
Zayer finishing second in the 
1,500-meter at Moravian.
 Also in store for the track 
and field team this weekend is 
the TCNJ Invitational, which 
takes place Saturday. 
 As for the Rider men and 
women competing at Penn 
Relays, they are ready to show 
what they have worked for as 
they enter the final weeks of the 
outdoor season.
 “We are hoping to be very 
competitive in the events that 
we are in and that we can 
put the finishing touches on 
our preparation for the MAAC 
Championships next week,” 
Hamer said.

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Junior Mia Riley was named MAAC female performer of the week because of her recent success.



Prober and Sprotzer peak interest in sports classes
 
 
 
 The sports industry is a 
multi-billion-dollar business, 
but does anyone actually know 
how the sports work behind the 
scenes, where the money goes 
or how it is distributed?
 Rider offers its students the 
opportunity to find out  how 
this process works and more 
with the Masters of Business 
Administration (MBA) 
Business of Sports class, taught 
by Dr. Larry Prober, and the 
business of sports minor, head-
ed by Dr. Ira Bruce Sprotzer, 
which are available to all under-
graduates. Through the use of 
high-profile sports executives, 
the students have the ability to 
know the ins-and-outs of how a 
sports industry operates.
 The idea came to fruition 
after Prober noticed sports 
business classes being offered at 
other schools.
 “I was searching the web 
about eight or nine years ago 
and I saw that Stanford had 
a [business of sports] course,” 
Prober said. “Ironically, I was 
drawn to it because I was look-
ing for business stuff. They 
had brought in Bill Walsh 
who, at the time, was the [San 
Francisco] 49ers’ coach. They 
decided to bring in a lot of 
speakers. I thought, ‘Wow, 
that’s pretty good. Wouldn’t 

that be nice?’”
 The plan wasn’t without 
some hesitation on Prober’s 
behalf. 
 “What about materials?” 
he said. “These teams don’t 
issue financial statements the 
way corporations do. I’m used 
to teaching accounting where 
you can get financial statements 
and read about the inner work-
ings and try to interpret those. 
These are syndicates and pri-
vately held businesses. Then, 
I saw that they actually wrote 
a textbook and included cases 
that made a lot of their mate-
rials available to everyone. I 
thought it might be a nice elec-
tive for MBA students to have.”
 Half the battle was finding 
and bringing in the appropriate 
speakers to connect to the class.
 “I got a copy [of the book] 
and it looked really terrific,” 
Prober said. “That’s when I 
called Harry Gamble — he was 
the first person I called. I said, 
‘I would like to do this’ and 
he said, ‘Sure, I’ll come in and 
talk.’ That kind of gave me the 
confidence to call some other 
people. As time passed, I got an 
array of speakers.”
 Previous speakers have 
included Gamble, a Rider 
alumnus and former president 
of the Philadelphia Eagles; 
John Nickolas, the chief 
financial officer (CFO) of the 
Philadelphia Phillies; Sandy 

Lipstein, the former CFO of 
Comcast Spectacor and Don 
Harnum, Rider’s current ath-
letic director. 
 “I was pretty lucky,” Prober 
said. “People said yes to me. I 
would not have done this with-
out their support. I can’t answer 
a lot of these [specific] ques-
tions and the students want to 
be able to ask questions. I cover 
the league-level teams, a little 
college sports, marketing, stadi-
ums and arenas, valuation and 
lots of other topics. I’ve been 
pretty lucky.”
 Sprotzer faced the same 
sort of success.
  “Individuals that I 
have known for quite some 
time  such as Don Harnum, 
Kevin Bannon, Rick Giles of 
The Gazelle Group and  oth-
ers have been willing to speak 
in my sports classes,” Sprotzer 
said. “They have also referred 
me to other individuals who 
have been willing to speak.  I 
guess it is a matter of knowing 
some people and  developing 
connections with others in the 
field.”
 All the speakers in Prober’s 
class have given the students 
important advice and informa-
tion hopefully to help them 
upon entering the field.
 “A reoccurring theme 
among speakers is that it’s hard 
to go right into sports,” Prober 
said. “That’s kind of why we 

have a minor at the under-
graduate level. The feeling was, 
we didn’t want students to get 
too much of an expectation 
that they were going to get a 
degree and go and work in a 
sports enterprise. It does hap-
pen, but it kind of is a rarity. 
So what the speakers normally 
do is give words of wisdom on 
getting any job at all. I do feel 
the students really take those to 
heart.”
 Sprotzer has noticed his 
students have taken a liking to 
the guest speakers.
 “I  believe that students 
learn a great deal from  guest 
speakers who have experience 
in a certain field,” Sprotzer 
said. “This is especially true 
in survey type courses, such as 
Introduction to the Business 
of Sports. Most students pay 
close attention, especially if the 
speaker is both knowledgeable 
and entertaining.”
 Still, a subject is only as 
interesting as the professor can 
make it. With the addition of 
guest speakers, Sprotzer has 
been happy with the turnout of 
the program.
 “Students that are interest-
ed in the material usually take 
an active part in the learning 
process and I have found this 
to be true in the sports classes 
I have taught,” he said. “It is 
also a pleasure to teach in an 
area that interests you and that 

is surely the case with me and 
sports.” 
   Prober isn’t looking to rev-
olutionize the business of sports 
at Rider. In fact, he believes 
that students shouldn’t have 
such a narrowed-down area of 
focus. 
 “The feeling was, we might 
be holding out too much prom-
ise to students if they are going 
to be majoring in this,” Prober 
said. “What if they didn’t get a 
job in sports? Well they know a 
lot about sports marketing and 
sports this and sports that, but 
you’ve got to get a job and have 
a career. They can just as easily 
do it if they had a functional 
specialization and then they 
went into it.”
 At the end of the day, how-
ever, it’s all about learning.
 “I’ve had professors attend 
the class and they always feel 
that the concluding remarks 
about how to succeed in busi-
ness are almost as important as 
what went on with the team,” 
Prober said. “That’s kind of 
what we are here for. Part of 
what I am doing is comparing 
and contrasting how a normal 
business operates, kind of in 
comparison to a sports fran-
chise. Most of the class will 
graduate and work for a normal 
business, yet they can bring 
what they learn to that and if 
they end up in sports they can 
use those experiences.”

By David Pavlak
pavlakd@theridernews.com
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Golf hopes to bring Disney magic to the MAACs

 The golf team is aim-
ing to take its game to infin-
ity and beyond when it plays 
the MAAC Championship at 
Disney World’s Magnolia golf 
course, starting today. The 
Broncs look to improve on their 
best team finish of the season at 
Monday’s Peacock Invitational, 
where they tied for seventh 
place out of 12 teams.  
 Sophomore James 
Buttermark, who shot a 75 
on Monday, was proud of the 
team’s finish, considering its 
recent struggles.
 “We played well at the 
Peacock Invitational and we 
shot one of our better rounds of 
the spring there, so I was proud 
of the guys,” Buttermark said. 
“Some positives would be that 
we all started to play well in 
the last couple of weeks, which 
has given us some momentum 
going to Florida. Some nega-
tives would be that if we start 
playing bad, mentally we aren’t 
that tough. If we improve on 
the mental aspect, I think we 
would be good to go.”
 Freshman Cole Clark shot 
an 80 on Monday.  He was 
not satisfied with his score, but 
learned a lot about his game. 
He hopes to take these lessons 
with him to Disney World.
 “At the Peacock Invitational, 

my putting, which has been 
good all season, got away from 
me,” Clark said.  “So with some 
practice this week, I hope to 
keep it in check and post some 
low numbers.”
 Clark admitted that his  
high expectations for himself 
were holding him back men-
tally during Monday’s tourna-
ment.
  “Personally, I put way too 
much pressure on myself and 
my first nine score suffered as 
a result,” Clark said. “Once I 
relaxed, I got back to my nor-
mal game on the back nine. 
I learned a valuable lesson in 
overthinking the round: if I just 
go out there and play my game, 
the results will come.”
 Today, the team starts 
their 54-hole tournament at 
the challenging par-72 PGA 
tour venue for the Children’s 
Miracle Network Classic nor-
mally held every October in 
Disney World.
 Buttermark tied for seventh 
place out of 45 golfers last year 
at Magnolia.  He is excited to 
play there again so he can golf 
at a place where the PGA pro-
fessionals also play.
 “The Magnolia course is 
such a great place to play,” 
Buttermark said. “To know that 
a PGA Tour event is there every 
year is [also] pretty cool.”
 Buttermark knows his put-
ting cannot fail him if he wants 
to contend.  He hopes for bet-

ter results than last year, and 
improving his putting will be 
the key to his success.
 “[One aspect] that I hope 
to improve on is my putting,” 
Buttermark said. “If I get 
my putting down to where I 
know it can be, then I know 
I can compete for the win at 
MAACs.” 
 Clark is excited for the 
tournament so that he can play 
golf in the Sunshine State for 
his first time.  He will learn that 
playing in Florida is different 
than playing in New Jersey. 
 “I’m very excited to be 
playing in Florida,” Clark said.  
“I’ve never played down there 
before, but if I can pick it up 
quickly, the Magnolia course 
should be a lot of fun. I hear 
Florida golf is a lot different 
in terms of reading putts, and 
the Bermuda grass can make 
the rough very thick, so that is 
something I will be prepared 
for.”
 After Sunday’s final round, 
the Broncs hope they will 
improve on last year’s eighth 
place finish as a team.
 “I think what we need to 
do to finish better than last 
year is that we can’t give up,” 
Buttermark said. “We have to 
be able to grind out every shot.  
I know we have a lot of talent 
on our team, so if we play our 
game the way I know we can, 
then we can definitely compete 
for the win.”

Peter G. Borg/Rider University 

Sophomore James Buttermark tied for seventh place out of 45 
golfers last year at Magnolia with a three-round score of 230.
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“Being a student athlete, it’s hard to have a 
social relationship like regular students, but 
I found myself making the most of my col-
lege experience. Hanging with friends and 
laughing and joking was great.  For basketball, 
traveling was my favorite part. I loved going to 
different cities and states.  That was fun for me. 
I learned most from basketball to be patient— 
that’s the most important thing I take from 
my four-year experience. Great things come to 
those who wait.” 

-Brandon Penn
Basketball

Senior Year in  Review

“My favorite memory is my senior year. I 
became so close with the girls on my team and 
I made some lifelong friends. The highlight 
of my career was the final game I ever played 
when we played Princeton for the NCAA play-
in game. I needed to play a perfect game and 
it’s the best game I’ve played in my whole life.  
I know that it was my experiences that I faced 
here at Rider that give me confidence to move 
forward to that next part of my life.”

     -Rebecca “Tito” Lotito
Field Hockey

“Running cross-country and track at Rider has 
been a great four years and I’m going to miss it.  
It’s been really fun being a part of relays that 
have set school records and done well.  I’ve also 
had the opportunity to meet and run with a lot 
of great girls over the years and form memories 
I’ll have for a lifetime.  For example, I’ve had 
ups and downs and those certainly taught me 
to deal with adversity, which is something I 
can carry forward into all areas of life.”

-Heather Giovagnoli
Track and Field 

“I have had a very successful career here at 
Rider with many awards that I have won.  
None of these awards were as good as our 
MAAC Championship my sophomore year.  I 
have been lucky to have such great coaches all 
four years and am thankful they took a chance 
on me.  I’ve enjoyed my teammates and have 
made many more friends with all the guys I 
played with.  I’ve really changed a lot, not only 
as a player, but learning the game of baseball 
by listening to Coach Davis, who knows a lot 
about the game.”

-Brandon Cotten
Baseball

- Reporting by Steve Eggert- Photos courtesy of Rider Sports Information



 
 

 The Broncs’ dominance 
over Lafayette did not provide 
them enough momentum to 
carry over into wins against 
Monmouth, as they split their 
games this week before a home 
doubleheader against Siena on 
Saturday, and an away dou-
bleheader against Fairfield on 
Sunday.
 Siena is currently tied 
with Marist for the lead in the 
MAAC with a 6-2 record.
 Freshman Madison Rittley 
made her first collegiate start 
for the Broncs in game one. She 
made the most of her opportu-
nity, going 3-4 with four RBIs.  
A two-run single by Rittley in 
the bottom of the second gave 
the Broncs an early 3-0 lead.
 Rider continued to domi-
nate on the offensive side early 
in the game, scoring eight runs 
in the first three innings. 
 “Our bats came alive  
[against] Lafayette,” Head 
Coach Patricia Carroll said. 
“We had success in our at bats 
by being patient and letting the 

pitchers do the work.”
 The pitching was also 
strong for the Broncs, as senior 
Rachael Matreale went the dis-
tance in the five inning game 
while only giving up four hits.
 “We got very good pitching 
from both Rachael and Kelsey,” 
Carroll said. “Although we gave 
up a few runs in the fifth inning 
of the second game, the team 
maintained composure to finish 
the game in five innings by the 
run rule.” 
 Unfortunately, the Broncs 
couldn’t keep the offense going 
on Wednesday when they faced 
Monmouth. Game one con-
sisted of a two-run double by 
sophomore Lisa Blanton.  The 
Broncs couldn’t keep the two 
run lead, however, eventually 
dropping the game, 4-3.  
 “Monmouth is a very good 
team and it was disappointing 
how we lost the first game,”  
Carroll said. “With a 3-1 lead 
going into the bottom of the 
seventh, giving up three runs 
was hard to take.” 
 Game two featured a strong 
pitching performance from the 
Broncs’ rotation. Sophomore 
Krysti Maronski went the dis-

tance, but gave up 12 hits and 
three runs in the shutout loss.   
  “We held Monmouth’s very 
good batting order right up 
until that point,” Carroll said. 
“Hopefully we learned from 
that and it will make us better 
and ready for conference play. 
Krysti pitched very well and 
I’m disappointed for her that 
we couldn’t score a couple more 
runs.”  
 With what Carroll saw 
from her players on the field 
during the week, she is con-
fident that they can compete 
against Siena’s strong team. 
 “We have played pretty 
well in conference play so far 
this year,” she said. “I know we 
can win the conference if we 
can get into the tournament. 
Siena has been scoring lots of 
runs. We need to shut down 
their offense and put a few up 
ourselves. I think the Lafayette 
game showed our players how 
good we can be offensively. 
That confidence is the key to 
our success for the upcoming 
weekend series against Siena 
and Fairfield.”  
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 The Broncs are coasting 
into their weekend triple-head-
er on the coattails of two close 
victories earlier this week. After 
winning a pair of conference 
games, the Broncs hope to use 
the momentum to edge out 
Saint Peter’s. 
 In Tuesday’s game, the 
Broncs (14-26) faced Saint 
Joseph’s (17-23) in what turned 
out to be a struggle until the 
ninth inning. Freshman Justin 
Thomas continued his consis-
tent performance, gathering 
two hits, one of which left the 
park.
 “Justin Thomas is a great 
hitter,” freshman Zach Mawson 
said. “He has been seeing the 
ball well lately and putting 
some great swings on the ball.”
 Hitting has been the top 
priority in recent practices for 
the Broncs, who struggled in 
the batter’s box for a portion of 
this season. 
 “Hitting has been a main 
focus lately in practice,” 
Mawson said.  “We have been 
putting more runs up in the 
games lately, so focusing on hit-

ting has been helping.”
 Wednesday proved to be 
another at bat challenge as Rider 
grabbed a 10-9 victory over 
Princeton (17-18). Sophomore 
Ken Kremer scored twice, com-
piling two RBIs. Kremer’s RBI 
single in the fifth gave Rider a 
10-7 lead.
 The Broncs also had a big 
day on the mound Wednesday, 
throwing hard in clutch posi-
tions.
 “The bullpen also pitched 
great yesterday coming in after 
[Princeton] came back in the 
second inning,” Mawson said.
 Freshman Eric Thomas had 
a strong performance on the 
mound, recording eight strike-
outs in five scoreless innings.  
He came in after the starter, 
Senior Pat Devlin, gave up sev-
en runs in two innings.
 “Eric Thomas threw a 
great game yesterday,” Mawson 
said. “He has been put in some 
tough situations this year and 
once again he stepped up and 
did his job.”
 The weekend presents 
another challenge for the 
Broncs, as they travel to Jersey 
City for a three-game confer-
ence series against Saint Peter’s 
(16-25, 7-5 MAAC). Rider is 

looking to capitalize on the first 
game to put them in conten-
tion.
 “The important factor 
for this weekend is winning 
that first game,” Mawson said.   
“The first game sets the tone for 
the series.”
 Solid offense and pitching 
are also key elements, according 
to Mawson.
 “The offense just has to 
come up with some runs and 
the bullpen has to do their job 
when they are called on,” he 
said.
 Minimalizing mistakes and 
producing runs will put Rider 
in a comfortable position at 
Saint Peter’s.
 “As a team, we make too 
many mistakes that allow oth-
er teams to score more runs 
than they deserve,” junior 
Tyler Smith said. “We have the 
potential as a team to generate 
enough offense to win games, as 
well as the ability to hold teams 
to minimal runs and give us a 
chance to win.”
 Winning this weekend will 
put the Broncs over .500 in the 
MAAC, a point that they hope 
to grow from as the season con-
tinues.
 

 
 

David Pavlak/The Rider News

Senior Rachael Matreale was once again the topic of conversa-
tion, throwing five innings while giving up only four hits in a win.

Back On Track?
After early struggles, the Broncs begin to turn things around

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Freshman Eric Thomas came in for relief after starting pitcher 
Patrick Devlin gave up a grand slam in the Broncs’ 10-9 win.

Softball goes 2-2 prior to weekend duel

By Maria Eldridge

By Jenni Chiarello

SOFTBALL
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