
A malfunctioning air con-
ditioner in room 321 was the 
cause of the evacuation of 
Memorial Hall on Tuesday.
 At 4:05 p.m., Public 
Safety officers responded to 
reports of a burning odor in 
Memorial and called Facilities 
Management after a profes-
sor in an adjacent classroom 
reported seeing sparks coming 
from the air conditioner. Public 
Safety ordered a full evacua-
tion of the building and called 
Lawrence Township Police 
Department and Lawrenceville 
Fire Company, according to 
Head of Public Safety Vicki 
Weaver.  
 Sophomore Sarah Lopez 
was in the classroom that con-
tained the malfunctioning air 
conditioner. Her management 
class was taking a test at the 

time of the incident. 
 “I left to go get water 
because I couldn’t stop cough-
ing,” Lopez said. “I saw Public 
Safety pull the fire alarm and 
that’s when everyone left.”
 The fire department con-
firmed the smoke was com-
ing from the air conditioning 
unit at 4:22 p.m., and deemed 
Memorial safe for reentry at 
4:52 p.m. The air conditioning 
unit was removed by Facilities. 
No one was injured, but one 
student went to the hospital 
for further treatment because 
of a pre-existing medical con-
dition,  Weaver said. 
 Weaver said that she thinks 
the process went smoothly.
 “I would like to thank 
occupants of building, the 
building marshals, Public 
Safety officers and Facilities 
for a very organized, structured 
evacuation,” she said.

Familiar Faces
Students elect two former SGA executive board members

Photo courtesy of Lorelei Colbert
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Dream machines arrived at both campuses today. The ma-
chines recycle bottles and cans in exchange for reward points.

Housing hassles
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Student works Track and field

By Jen Maldonado
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By Jen Maldonado 
and Katie Zeck 
zeckk@theridernews.com

Green dreams comes true 
with new recycling machine

Air conditioner smoke
raises campus alarm 
By Rachel Stengel
stengelr@theridernews.com

See Dream, p. 3

See Election, p. 3

award
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Pictured from left, Adam Grossman was elected SGA vice president, Joe Forte won the position 
of secretary, Lorelei Colbert was selected as president and Justin Baldwin was elected treasurer.

 Rider is taking another 
step in the green direction with 
the introduction of the Dream 
Machine kiosk, a computer-
ized, interactive recycling recep-
tacle that will reward those who 
choose to recycle a bottle or 
can. 
 The Dream Machine 
recycling program, created by 
PepsiCo Inc. in collaboration 
with Waste Management, is 
installing two machines today. 
One will be in the Student 
Recreation Center (SRC) on 
the Lawrenceville campus and 
the other in the Student Center 
on the Westminster campus, 
according to Jill Shockley, 
director of Internal Operations.
 “We are so pleased that 
Rider University has partnered 
with the Dream Machine pro-

The votes are in for next 
year’s Student Government 
Association (SGA) executive 
board positions, with Lorelei 
Colbert elected as president, 
Adam Grossman winning vice 
president, Joe Forte elected as 
secretary and Justin Baldwin as 
treasurer.
 Current SGA president 
Brian Williams announced the 
winners of the executive board 
as well as other elected posi-
tions, including class councils, 
Association of Commuting 
Students, Residence Hall 
Association, Finance Board and 
Greek Council in the Atrium of 
the Student Recreation Center 
Tuesday night.
 Approximately 800 stu-
dents came out to vote Tuesday 
in the Student Recreation 
Center (SRC) throughout the 

day. Grossman won the title 
of vice president with a total 
of 251 votes, Baldwin won as 
treasurer with 338 votes and 
Forte received 443 votes for 
secretary. To further encourage 
students to go in to the SRC 
and cast their votes, imperson-
ators for Barack Obama, Sarah 
Palin and Mitt Romney were 
found walking around campus 
entertaining students.
 “I’m so thrilled to be 
able to hold the position as 
SGA president next year,” said 
Colbert, who ran for the presi-
dency unopposed. “We’re going 
to have a great year. Now it’s 
time to look for a passionate 
Cabinet that will help us take it 
to the next level.”
 Colbert said that one of 
her main focuses for next year 
will be to maintain the level of 
activity on campus.
 “We’ve already started mak-
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Graduate Open Houses at FDU

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
•  Meet with faculty in your area of interest
•  Explore our convenient study options — 

full- or part-time, online and locations statewide 
•  Hear about admission and test requirements
•  Learn about financial aid, fellowships and 

assistantships, and payment plans
•  Receive a waiver of your application fee

THE FDU DIFFERENCE
Academic Quality  •  Faculty Expertise  •  
Professional Focus  •  Personal Student Support

Tuesday, April 24
College at Florham (Madison, NJ)

Thursday, April 26
Metropolitan Campus (Teaneck, NJ)
NOTE: Event will be held at the Teaneck Marriott at Glenpointe 

6 – 8 p.m.  Registration: 6:00 p.m.
                         (Light refreshments will be served)

REGISTER TODAY!
www.fdu.edu/grad

Attention Veterans: FDU is proud to be a Yellow Ribbon University!

NEW IN 2012
• MA in Student Services 
  Administration (In class or all online) 

• Saturday MBA — A blend of in-class
   and online studies in under 21 months

• Doctor of Pharmacy

ADVANCE YOUR CAREER CREDENTIALS  •  60+ DEGREES  
Administrative Science  •  Business  •  Communication  •  Criminal Justice  •  Education  •  Engineering/CS/MIS  •  Homeland Security/Emergency Management
•  Hospitality  •  Nursing & Allied Health  •  Psychology  •  Public Administration  •  Sciences  •  Sports Administration  

16362 Rider ad v1_Layout 1  3/15/12  9:29 AM  Page 1

Freshman Aleaha Jones was the winner of Rider’s first Pear-
son Solutions Public Speaking contest that was held in the 
Yvonne Theatre on Tuesday night. Jones took home $750. Six 
finalists presented a 5-8 minute persuasive speech judged by 
Dr. Gutin, Dr. Howard and Dr. Wang. To read a full story on 
the speech contest, be sure to visit www.theridernews.com.

Nate LaBrusciano/The Rider News

Photo of the Week
Sophomore global supply chain management major Mike Dziubas, known by many on campus 
as “Magic Mike,” finds time to relax outside and read a good thriller. To have your Rider-themed 
photo featured in The Rider News as “Photo of the Week,” email sarlom@rider.edu.

Photo by Omkar Shivaprasad

Freshman wins big in 
Rider rhetoric rivalry
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SPEND THE SUMMER SURFING.
Knock out some extra credits online.

VISIT our website to register • online.ocean.edu • or call 732.255.0514
For best results, check with your advisor to make sure credits transfer back to your program.

As a visiting student, attending another college, it’s easy to apply, register, and  
transfer credits back to your home school!

3 SESSIONS – SummEr 2012:
■ �5-week session: May 21-June 26
■ �10-week session: May 21-August 1
■ 5-week session: June 27-August 1

Courses available in Biology, Microbiology, 
Anatomy and Physiology, Physics, Chemistry, 
English, Math, Criminal Justice, Business, 
Computer Science, and more!

■ FuLLY ACCrEDITED     ■ TuITION $215 CrEDIT (out of Ocean County)

Dream
Continued from p. 1

elections
Continued from p. 1

gram to make Dream Machines 
available to students and facul-
ty,” said Jeremy Cage, senior vice 
president and head of Dream 
Machine Recycling Initiative, 
PepsiCo Inc. “Those who recy-
cle in a Dream Machine can 
help make a real difference for 
our planet.”    
 The Dream Machines, 
which are included in Rider’s 
contract with PepsiCo Inc., 
include a personal reward sys-
tem, powered by Greenopolis, 
that allows people who insert 
recyclable items to earn 
points every time they use the 
machine. Students and faculty 
will receive a card that they will 
have to register at greenopolis.
com. When they approach the 
machine, they will swipe the 
card and then put in their cans 
and bottles. The recyclers will 
get five points for every con-

tainer recycled and once they 
have accumulated 100 points, 
they can start redeeming their 
rewards, which include cou-
pons for restaurants and hotels 
in their local area.   
 “It’s a win-win situation for 
everyone involved because we’re 
promoting recycling and people 
who recycle are getting some-
thing out of it, so it’s worth 
your while,” Shockley said.
 Melissa Greenberg, Rider’s 
sustainability manager, agrees 

and thinks that this reward sys-
tem “takes recycling to a whole 
new level.”
 “My hope is that the incen-
tives help change the mindset 
of someone who doesn’t recy-
cle,” Greenberg said. “With the 
Dream Machine, I hope new 
habits are formed.” 
 Not only does the Dream 
Machine benefit recyclers, but 
it also contributes to a greater 
cause. The more items people 
recycle in the machine, the 

more support Pepsi will pro-
vide to the Entrepreneurship 
Bootcamp for Veterans with 
Disabilities (EBV). The EBV 
is “a national program that 
offers free experiential training 
in entrepreneurship and small 
business management to post 
9/11 veterans with disabili-
ties,” according to a fact sheet 
sent to the university from 
PepsiCo Inc. For every 10 mil-
lion pounds of materials col-
lected, PepsiCo Inc. will donate 

an additional $250,000 to the 
$500,000 per year they already 
have committed to donating to 
the program. 
 “I think it’s a great idea that 
the machine is not only helping 
make Rider a greener campus, 
but it is benefiting disabled 
veterans at the same time,” said 
sophomore Danielle Trautwein. 
“If the points you can earn 
aren’t enough of a motivating 
factor for students to use the 
machine, then this cause will 
definitely get students inter-
ested.”
 Currently, less than one-
third of plastic beverage con-
tainers are recycled each year 
and only 12 percent of public 
spaces are equipped with recy-
cling receptacles, according to a 
PepsiCo Inc. fact sheet.
 Shockley feels the location 
of the Dream Machine in the 
SRC will make recycling “super 
easy” for students since the gym 
is in the same building and peo-
ple often bring bottled water 
with them to their workouts.
 “This should give those 
who don’t recycle the extra push 
to start recycling,” Shockley 
said.
 Introduced on Earth Day 
in 2010, the Dream Machine 
recycling initiative is aiming to 
make thousands of recycling 
kiosks and bins more available 
in popular public areas, includ-
ing parks, stadiums and univer-
sities. Since its big launch two 
years ago, there are approxi-
mately 4,000 kiosks and bins in 
40 states, and more machines 
are scheduled to come in 2012.  
 “I am excited that this new, 
high-tech way to recycle is com-
ing to Rider,” Greenberg said. 
“Sustainability initiatives aren’t 
always so visible or as fun as 
the Dream Machine. I hope it’s 
successful in collecting bottles 
for recycling and creating new 
habits in its users.”
 
 

‘My hope is that the incentives help 
change the mindset of someone who 
doesn’t recycle. With the Dream Ma-
chine, I hope new habits are formed.’

-Sustainability Manager Melissa Greenberg

SGA Officers
President
Lorelei Colbert

Vice President
Adam Grossman

Treasurer
Justin Baldwin

Secretary
Joe Forte

Finance Board
At Large Seats
Aaron Jacobs
Benjamin Smith

Greek Seat
Joseph Gleason

Resident Seat
Loenard Kim

Residence Hall Association
President
Kelly Sandefur

Vice President of 
Administration
Lee Clark

Vice President of 
Programming
JJ Duke

Secretary
Kimberly Warren

Recreation Chair
Chris Werner

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Coordinator
Brittany Blythe

Community Outreach
Angela Delgado

Greek Council
President
Chris Santiago

Association
of Commuter Students
President
Michael Lombardo

Vice President
Tyler O’Neil

Secretary
Nicole Hullfish

*Other positions were 
write-in votes. They were 
not available before publi-
cation. 

ing Rider feel more alive and I 
cannot wait to keep improv-
ing next year,” she said. “I’m 
excited to get more school spirit 
at each home game and all 
campus events.”
 Grossman discussed his 
future plans as vice president, 
which include improving stu-
dent participation in various 
campus activities.    
 “I would like to 
improve  attendance  at stu-
dent Senate by making it more 
interactive for  delegates  and 
by  encouraging  more of the 
general campus community to 
attend,” he said. “I would also 
like to create more weekend pro-
gramming  to keep students 
active and engaged throughout 

the weekends.”
  In addition to the execu-
tive board, Aaron Jacobs and 
Benjamin Smith won the 
Finance Board at Large seats. 
Joseph Gleason won the Greek 
Seat of the Finance Board 
and Leonard Kim won the 
Resident Seat. For Residence 
Hall Association (RHA), Kelly 
Sandefur won president, Lee 
Clark won vice president of 
administration, JJ Duke won 
vice president of programming,  
Kimberly Warren won the 
position of secretary, Brittany 
Blythe won the spot of commu-
nications coordinator, Angela 
Delgado won community out-
reach chair and Chris Werner 
won the title of recreation chair. 
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Life is calling.  How far will you go?

Peace Corps @ Rider University

Contact cjohnson@peacecorps.gov for more info.

INFO SESSION
Thursday, April 19th 

5:30PM - 7:00PM
BLC 245

INFO TABLE
Thursday, April 19th 
10:00AM - 2:00PM

BLC Lobby

peacecorps.gov                800.424.8580

Security BriefS
Sneaky pranker

A practical joke was also 
a possible fire hazard in Poy-
da Hall on Tuesday, April 3. 

Public Safety arrived 
at Poyda at 9:06 p.m., on 
Tuesday, responding  to the 
report of a smoke bomb 
thrown under a male resi-
dent’s door. Officers met 
with the victim who said 
he was in his room when 
an unknown person lobbed 
the smoke bomb under his 
door. There was no fire, only 
smoke, and the victim was 
able to put it out.

An investigation is on-
going. Anyone with addi-
tional information on the 
prank is encouraged to con-
tact Public Safety at x5029.

Hallway havoc

Criminal mischief with 
estimated damages of under 
$500 was reported in Ome-
ga House on Friday, April 6, 
at 7:47 a.m. According to 
Public Safety officers, an un-
known suspect broke glass 
bottles in a hallway, broke 
a toilet dispenser, purpose-
fully clogged a toilet with 
toilet paper and damaged 
a soap dispenser. Officers 
called UNICCO to come in 
and clean the hallway and 
bathroom.

Crowd control

What started as a small 
gathering became a rowdy 
crowd in Gee Hall on Satur-
day, April 3, at 1:13 a.m. 

Public Safety received 
a call from a female staff 
member in Gee who said 
a group of individuals was 
vandalizing the building. 
Officers met with the staff 
member who said the group 
was making noise, ripping 
down bulletin boards and 
being overall disorderly. Ac-
cording to the female stu-
dent, the group left once 
they heard Public Safety was 
called.

 Officers were able to 
locate the room where the 
noise allegedly originated. 
The owner of the room said 
he did have a few friends 
over but others he didn’t 
know came as well. The 
student was charged with a 
violation of campus quiet 
hours.

Public Safety would 
like to remind students that 
they are fully responsible for 
the behavior of their guests. 

Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.

By Joe Petrizzo

The Rider News took home four awards from the 
New Jersey Collegiate Press Association’s Collegiate 
Newspaper Contest for the 2011-2012 academic year.

“I’m very proud of all the editors and the staff,” said Executive 
Editor Emily Landgraf. “I think everyone worked really hard this 
year and deserved the awards they were given.”

1st Place • News Writing 
Katie Zeck

1st Place • Artistic Story Illustration 
Katie Hambor

2nd Place • Biography/Personality Profile  
David Pavlak

2nd Place • General Photography 
Nate LaBrusciano

2nd Place • Arts & Entertainment 
Lisa Henderson

3rd Place • Arts & Entertainment 
Laura Staples

Sen. Frank Lautenberg 
(D-N.J.) regaled a crowd of 
students and constituents with 
an inspiring tale of his journey 
from struggle to Senate, on 
April 11, in the Mercer Room 
in Dalys.
 Born into a family of 
Polish and Russian immigrants 
in Paterson, N.J., Lautenberg 
grew up poor and watched 
his father toil in a silk mill 
to make ends meet. One day, 
his father took him inside the 
dark factory and showed him 
the film the silk left behind. 
After explaining to him how 
the powder deteriorates one’s 
health, Lautenberg’s father told 
him, “You don’t want to be 
doing this.”
 After his father died at 
age 43, Lautenberg volun-
teered in the Army and served 
in Belgium during WWII. He 
said he joined to escape the 

everyday nuisances of home 
and because he couldn’t help 
his family in any other way.
 “I enlisted because all my 
friends were going and I want-
ed to do something different,” 
he said.
 Upon his safe return, the 
senator attended Columbia 
University on the G.I. Bill 
where he majored in econom-
ics. Lautenberg teamed up with 
two of his old friends and start-
ed Automatic Data Processing 
(ADP), America’s first payroll 
company. After a lot of hard 
work and determination, ADP 
became one of the world’s larg-
est and most successful com-
puting services corporations. 
 In 1982, Lautenberg decid-
ed to enter politics to coincide 
with his philanthropic interests. 
When his mother questioned 
his decision, he responded by 
saying he intended to help 
the community that gracious- ly helped him and his family 

when he was young.
 “It’s something I want to 
do to say thank you for the 
things that have been given to 
us,” he told her. 
 Lautenberg defeated 
Congresswoman Millicent 
Fenwick in a tough battle, 
which many have labeled as 
“dirty,” although Lautenberg 
says it was a “gentle campaign” 
by today’s standards. He won 
reelection in 1988 and 1994 
before temporarily retiring 
in 2000. He returned to the 
Senate two years later after 9/11 
realizing there was still work to 
be done.
 Lautenberg considers his 
two greatest successes as getting 
smoking banned from airplanes 
and raising the drinking age 
to 21. The latter he says saves 
the lives of over a thousand 
young adults per year. Another 
one of his proud accomplish-

ments is preventing domestic 
abusers from receiving gun per-
mits. According to Lautenberg, 
over 200,000 “thugs” have been 
denied licenses, effectively sav-
ing the lives of about 200,000 
women.
 Lautenberg gave the audi-
ence a piece of advice for aspir-
ing entrepreneurs.
 “Make sure that you treat 
your employees with respect 
and [give them] the ability to 
earn a living.”
 Lautenberg left an impres-
sion on junior psychology 
major Kelly Rodrigues. She 
praised the senator on his abil-
ity to relate to the average per-
son and understand the strug-
gles of everyday citizens. 
 “I liked how strong he is 
on the middle class,” Rodrigues 
said. “He knows that the big 
guys aren’t the most important 
thing out there.”
 

Alcohol Awareness
Freshman Juliana Ciccarelli, a secondary education and eniv-
ronmental science major, participates in a beer goggle activity 
that demonstrates the effects of alcohol on vision. The event 
held in Switlik Hall was a part of Alcohol Awareness Month.

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Sen. Frank Lautenberg spoke about his difficult childhood in urban 
north Jersey as well as current political issues on Wednesday.

Nate LaBrusciano/The Rider News
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 The term “starving artist” 
quickly floods the mind with 
images of an individual will-
ingly sacrificing his or her well-
being in order to gain recog-
nition through art. However, 
three seniors at Rider have been 
given the opportunity to skip 
over the starved feeling and 
exhibit a selection of original 
pieces at the art gallery from 
April 17-23.
 Seniors Kellie Marshall, 
Nicole Meyer and Megan 
Moyer are headlining the exhi-
bition with a mix of different 
mediums, including drawings 
and paintings.
 Moyer, who is majoring in 
secondary education, English 
and art, shared her feelings 
about the upcoming show and 
why she feels she is ready for the 
presentation.
 “I was scared that I would 
not get everything done 
because I am student teaching 
this semester,” she said. “But 
I also felt flattered because I 
know that Professor Rosenthal 
wouldn’t recommend that I sign 
up for a course that I would be 
unprepared to take.”
 Meyer, a double major in 
elementary education and fine 
arts, agreed that she is ready, 
though she admitted having her 
own show did not cross her 
mind until the opportunity pre-
sented itself.
 “I never thought that I 
would have my own show, so 
it’s fun,” she said. “It’s weird 
because I’m never the type of 
person to be like, ‘Oh, look at 
my stuff,’ so to have a show of 
my own is really exciting.”
 Deborah Rosenthal, profes-
sor of fine arts and the adviser 
for Meyer and Moyer, does not 
deny that the lengthy process 
is both time-consuming and 
intimidating, but says that the 
experience students get from 
organizing a show of their own 
is not an opportunity given to 
everyone.
 “When someone works 
intensively with me I say, ‘Let’s 
do the senior honors thesis, you 
deserve to,’” Rosenthal said. “If 
I think there’s beautiful work 
going on, I tell the student, 
‘I think this is something you 
should do.’”
 Rosenthal initiated the 
senior honors thesis exhibition 
when she came to Rider over 20 
years ago. She said her students 
have always seen the show as a 
demonstration of their develop-
ment and growth.
 “What a senior honors the-
sis is for an art student is an 

exhibition and an essay that 
represents not what [they’ve 
done] in a given semester, but 
what [they’ve] been doing dur-
ing the four years at Rider,” 
Rosenthal said.
 However, the majority of 
art students initially showed 
interest in creating art long 
before college began.
 “My grandmother used to 
take me to CVS on a corner 
near my house for art supplies 
when I was little,” Moyer said. 
“I had almost every Crayola 
product they had at the time.”
 Creativity and a love for 
creating pieces are both crite-
ria for a future in art, though 
the ability to find inspiration 
and learn from those who have 
come before is also very impor-
tant, according to Rosenthal.
 In an excerpt from Meyer’s 
thesis, provided by Rosenthal, 
she mentions just how impor-
tant it is to study other artists.
 “I have come to feel that 
in order to make good and 
great works of art, artists must 
study the artists who have come 
before them,” Meyer wrote. “It 
is through understanding great 
artists’ paintings that I have 
learned about my own strengths 
and weaknesses as an artist.”
 Time management and 
dedication are also necessary, 
as the preparation for the show 
includes making sure each piece 
is complete.
 “I am very excited about 
the show,” Moyer said. “I hope 
it will be a great success and I 
hope that a lot of people will 
come out and see what I have 
been up to while I was hauled 
up in the studio all hours of the 
day and night.”
 No matter where a per-

son pulls inspiration from, 
Rosenthal feels the exhibition is 
a fantastic opportunity for the 
few students it is given to.
 “I think it’s always a great 
experience for my students,” 
she said. “I really love getting 
somebody to come to the point 
where they can see a body of 
work and see his or her own 
development.”

Photos courtesy of Deborah Rosenthal

Nicole Meyer honors her love for charcoal drawings with the image from her exhibition poster.

Art gallery exhibits journey of three seniors
By Nicole Veenstra
veenstran@theridernews.com


The Office of Sustainability Presents:

Erin Brockovich
Thursday, April 19th  

At 7:00 P.M.
In BLC Cavalla Room

Erin Brockovich is known for her work on the largest direct action 
lawsuit in US history.  Erin’s exhaustive investigation uncovered that 
Pacific Gas & Electric had been poisoning the small town of Hinkley’s 
water for over 30 years. The utility giant was forced to pay out the 
largest toxic tort injury settlement in US history.
 
The story and eventual film made “Erin Brockovich” a household 
name. Erin realized that she could use her notoriety to spread positive 
messages of personal empowerment and encourage others to stand 
up and make a difference.  As President of Brockovich Research & 
Consulting, she is currently involved in numerous environmental 
projects worldwide.

*A showing of the film, “Erin Brockovich”, starring Julia Roberts, will 
be shown on Tuesday, April 17 at 6 pm in Sweigart 115.

Megan Moyer gives a hint of what to expect in the exhibition.

The senior honors thesis exhi-
bition runs from April 17 - 23 
in Rider’s Art Gallery.

The opening reception is on 
Thursday, April 9, from 5 
p.m. - 7 p.m.

The exhibition is open daily 
from 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.



 Today, the Asian Students At Rider 
(ASAR) club will celebrate Holi, a festival 
that celebrates the coming of spring. This 
festival of colors has both a cultural and 
religious background.
 With the full moon present, Asians 
worldwide dismiss winter and welcome 
the start of another spring season with 
the anticipation of warmer temperatures, 
brighter days and blooming flowers.
 “This festival revels in the coming 
of colors,” said junior Tejash Bhoola, 
president of ASAR. “With the flowers and 
plants, spring brings colors to our life.”
 The religious back story in short 
begins with a devil king who ordered 
all citizens of India to worship him. 
However, his own son chose not to wor-
ship the devil king, but rather, other gods 
instead.  
 Therefore, the father brought chal-
lenges to his son’s life. The son always pre-
vailed with the protection of his gods. In 
order to stop his son, the evil king ordered 
his daughter, the queen of demons, to lay 
his son in a bed of flowers and light him 
on fire. During an attempt to do so, the 
son was protected by the will of his gods 
and the queen of demons was engulfed 
by the flames instead. The demon queen’s 
burning is annually honored by Holi.
 In celebrating Holi, there will be an 
abundant amount of colorful powder that 
will be thrown into the sky by all who join 
together at Rider’s athletic fields. It would 

be best to wear any clothing you will not 
mind getting messy or stained. And like 
many celebrations, a DJ will be present on 
campus and refreshments will be served.  
 Traditionally, a bonfire is built to sig-
nify the end of evil, but because of safety 
reasons, there will not be one.

 Throughout both semesters, ASAR 
holds events that help bring awareness of 
Asian culture to Rider’s campus. A few 
weeks ago, an Asian food fest took place in 
Dalys, during which different Asian cui-
sine was served to the Rider community. 
 Usually, ASAR would host Asha, a 

show that displays Asian entertainment 
and helps raise money for the St. Jude’s 
Children’s Research Hospital. This year, 
ASAR decided to do something different 
by introducing Holi to the Rider commu-
nity instead.
 ASAR will accept donations of any 

amount today and those donations will be 
given to the St. Jude’s Children’s Research 
Hospital. Come over to the athletic fields 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. and join in the cel-
ebration of spring.

 Getting your foot in the door of 
the music industry is hard work; having 
to start over from scratch once you’ve 
attained fame is even harder. Nevertheless, 
William Beckett, former frontman for the 
band The Academy Is, has announced 
that he is starting another chapter in his 
life — his solo career. 
 “I’m essentially getting back to my 
roots, as to why I started, how I started 
music to begin with,” Beckett said. “I’ll 
be breaking it down and be able to play 
anything I want.” 
 The Academy Is was a punk-rock 
band that formed in 2003 and hails from 
Chicago. The band was an extremely suc-
cessful addition to the pop-punk music 
scene, as it has released three full-length 
albums, four EPs and frequently plays in 
the annual Vans Warped Tour circuit and 
Bamboozle Festivals. 
 The Academy Is was signed to the 
Fueled by Ramen record label alongside 
other huge acts– such as Fall Out Boy, 
Paramore and Gym Class Heroes, who 
performed at Rider in spring 2008. 
 Recently, Beckett has been all over 
the place, calling radio stations and doing 
interviews in support of his debut solo 
EP, Walk The Talk. The EP, featuring four 
brand-new songs, is set for release on April 
17. It can be preordered along with T-shirt 
bundles on williambeckett.merchnow.
com. The first single, “Compromising 
Me,” has already been out for a few weeks 

and can be purchased on iTunes. Beckett 
also made a video for the single that is set 
to come out later this month. 
 “Right now my team is hard at work 
editing it,” Beckett said. “I really can’t say 
much. There’s something about question-
ing cloning techniques and human clon-
ing.” 
 It is an odd concept for a video, but 
fans should be excited for it.  
 Upon being asked about his new solo 

career and adjusting to it, Beckett men-
tioned that it was not adifficult transition 
to make. 
 “Before, there were so many checks 
and balances with the band and so many 
different tastes that you have to adhere to, 
bend [to] and mold to,” he said. “I was 
trying to make everyone happy and there’s 
too much compromise happening to the 
point where the results turn out to be this 
muddled mess.” 

 He’s finding that his new solo career is 
giving him more freedom than he ever had 
before and he’s excited to show it. 
 “It feels like I was put on this Earth 
to make music, put on this Earth to write 
songs and to perform them,” he said. 
“When I have to compromise what that 
is and if I don’t feel right about what’s 
coming out, I’m cheating myself. And not 
only myself, I’m cheating my fans and 
any potential listeners. That being said, 

I had to do something and I had to take 
the reigns completely and make [my] own 
vision.”
 Even though Beckett is only releas-
ing four songs on the April 17 EP, he has 
plenty more written and ready for future 
release. 
 “After the 17th, when Walk The Talk 
is released, I’m going to be releasing a new 
EP every three months for the rest of the 
year,” he said. “By the time Halloween 
rolls around, you’ll have twelve songs 
that would have otherwise been on a full-
length record.” 
 Not only is Beckett taking his writing 
and composing freedom seriously, he’s giv-
ing back to his fans in a brand-new way. 
All he wants is to play music for them. 
Later this spring, Beckett is going on a 
small acoustic tour in tiny venues. 
 Fans shouldn’t be worried though — 
Beckett plans to play a variety of songs.  
 “[I’ll play] particularly new material 
along with my favorite Academy songs 
and my favorite covers. It’s going to be 
moreso like an evening out with William 
Beckett.” 
 William Beckett is taking a huge step 
when it comes to starting a solo career 
and at the rate he’s going, it seems that he 
plans to persist until he reaches success. 
 For more information on William and 
his new project, visit williambeckettmusic.
com or follow him on Twitter at @billbeck-
ett.
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Some stars refuse to burn out: Beckett gets back to basics and back on stage

Colors of the wind salute the spring season

Though they were members of rival bands, Beckett joined with guitarist Mike 
Carden to create The Academy Is when the two were high school students.

decaydance.com
wallpapers.cefapa.com

William Beckett has been recording music for years; the first album he worked on was released when he was only 17.

indiadaily.indiavoice.info

Though Holi originated in India, it is celebrated worldwide. Traditions vary, but usually colorful, scented powders and perfumes are thrown everywhere.

 The Rider News printed some 
misinformation about the Gender 
and Sexuality Studies Colloquium 
and the New Jersey Women’s 
and Gender Studies Consortium 
U n d e r g r a d u a t e R e s e a r c h 
Colloquium in last week’s issue. 
 The GSS colloquium was a 
Rider-only event featuring stu-
dent panelists from Rider and a 
keynote address by Dr. Cynthia 
Cyrus, daughter of the founder of 
the Rider Gender and Sexuality 
Studies program, the late Dr. 
Virginia Cyrus. It also featured 
the presentation of the Ziegler-
Gee Award to Dr. Mary Morse 
and a special award to Dr. Judith 
Johnston at 3:45 p.m. 
 All student panels, the awards 
and the keynote were in Sweigart 
115. At 5:15 p.m., in the Yvonne 
Theater Lobby,  two Rider GSS 
minors, Eric Balboa and Megan 
Pendagast, received the Virginia 
Cyrus scholarship.
 The eighth NJWGS 
Colloquium had student repre-
sentatives, including three Rider 
students, from across New Jersey 
in a day packed with morning and 
afternoon panels and an 11:30 
a.m. keynote address by Suzanne 
Kim.

Soaring  into 
spring with song

Westminster College Of The Arts
spring calendar of events

Westminster Symphonic Choir: 
Song of the Universal

April 14, 8 p.m.

Princeton Presbyterian Church

Titanic!
A concert version of the Broadway 
hit presented by Westminster 
Conservatory Collegiate Chorale

April 17, 7:30 p.m.
The Playhouse, Westminster campus

Westminster Schola Cantorum: 
Music of Remembrance
Inspirational music recollecting 
historic events

April 15, 3 p.m.
Bristol Chapel, Westminster campus

The Producers 
A Tony Award-winning musical
Previews: April 18 & 19, 7 p.m.
April 20 & 21, 8 p.m.
April 21 & 22, 4 p.m. 
Bart Luedeke Center Theater, 
Lawrenceville campus

Westminster Chapel Choir: 
Songs of Heaven & Earth

April 20, 8 p.m.

Bristol Chapel, Westminster campus

Carnegie Hall Community Sing 
featuring the Westminster Choir
No experience necessary, all wel-
come to attend.
April 21, 5 p.m.
Advent Lutheran Church,  
New York, N.Y.

Westminster Jubilee Singers: 
Dreams of a Bright New Day
A modern African American
choral experience

April 22, 7:30 p.m.
Bristol Chapel, Westminster campus

Rider University Choir: 
Spring Concert

April 28, 7:30 p.m. 
Gill Memorial Chapel,
Lawrenceville campus

Princeton Brass Band: 
Season Finale
Rider’s ensemble-in-residence plays 
traditional British music
May 6, 1 p.m. 
Bart Luedeke Center Theater, 
Lawrenceville campus 

By Megan Blauvelt

partyoptions.net
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Editorial

He who votes, 
should get results

E-mail us at:
ridernews@rider.edu;
newssection@rider.edu;
featuressection@rider.edu; 
opinionsection@rider.edu;
sportssection@rider.edu;
ridernewsads@rider.edu

The Rider News, Ridge House
2083 Lawrenceville Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Phone: (609) 896-5256
Fax: (609) 895-5696

This weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion 
of The Rider News. This week’s editorial was writ-
ten by the Opinion Editor, Kristy Grinere.

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to the editor 
from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s telephone number 
and e-mail address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks on individuals or groups 
are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters  to the editor for length, clarity, accuracy, gram-
mar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste and civility. Brevity is encouraged. All 
decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, which may reject any letter. Send to The 
Rider News via e-mail (ridernews@rider.edu), campus mail, or hand deliver to Ridge House. All 
letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding publication.

See Rove, p. 9

Cagle Cartoons.com

 I can say that I’ve met Karl Rove, the man who George W. Bush said orchestrated his campaign 
for re-election in 2004 and who served as his chief of staff for almost his entire stay in the White 
House. I did not shake his hand, however, and that may have more to do with my own pride in my 
liberal principles than any lack of respect I have for the man as a public figure. If anything, I believe 
I have more respect and a better understanding of the political analyst after hearing the speech he 
delivered to Rider University on Monday, April 5. 
 About five seconds into his speech, I realized that Rove is a master orator and his skills as a 
political strategist were put to good use during his time with Bush. Rove’s ability to pull statistics 
from the annals of his mental Rolodex are startling — even more so than his unfounded loathing for 
any legislation put forth by our current president Barack Obama. Obama’s health care reform was a 
prime topic during Rove’s address, as well as a series of events which needs to take place to overthrow 
Obama’s incumbency in the general election. 
 It has been over a week since Karl Rove graced Rider with his presence and already his 
Nostradamian prophecy is coming true. As predicted, Rick Santorum dropped out of the presidential 
election with two months of primaries left, even though Mitt Romney is still far short of the 1,144 
delegates needed to clinch the nomination. It was not so surprising that Santorum would cut his 
campaign short, but the fact that he even got to this stage is a wonder in itself. Santorum represents 
the hard-line evangelicals and, as a self-described family man, even home schools his four children on 
everything from creationist theories to medieval-period sexual education. If you study his success, you 
will find that a man like Santorum actually appealed to a great number of people as the logical choice 

Political Perspective

Resolute Rove plays the blame game
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With the hustle and bustle of the school year quickly 
coming to an end, we anticipate what a new year and 
a new Student Government Association (SGA) board 

will bring to the students who will return in the fall. 
 This past Tuesday, April 10, students took to the polls in the 
Student Recreation Center (SRC) to cast their ballots to decide 
who can make Rider a better place next year. It’s important to 
know the results of the election and students should be familiar 
with who is helping to run the University. In the past, not all 
information about the election results was disclosed to the stu-
dent body and this year, there is a lengthy process to endure in 
order to obtain what should be public information for all. 
  Current SGA president, Brian Williams, announced on 
Tuesday night the winning SGA executive board members for 
the 2012-2013 academic year. Running unopposed, sophomore 
Lorelei Colbert moved up from vice president to president, 
Adam Grossman moved up from secretary to vice president, 
Justin Baldwin won the spot as treasurer and Joe Forte was 
elected secretary. 
 If you took the time during your day to vote, that probably 
means you care about who wins, what certain people can bring 
to the SGA board and how they can better your educational 
experience at Rider. Just as we have the right for a campus vote, 
we should also have the right to know the specifics of the results.
 In past years, trying to receive other numbers from the elec-
tion was a losing battle. Finding out things like who came in 
second, how many people voted for each candidate and the total 
number of votes are simple things that students may be interested 
in knowing. Revealing all the numbers from our own student 
government votes to the students should be a non-issue   — it is 
public information that everyone should have access to.  
 This year, SGA faculty adviser David Keenan notified staff at 
The Rider News that the numbers would be available for view-
ing, but access to all the numbers required an appointment to 
meet with Dean of Students Anthony Campbell. Results such as 
these are given to us through elections on the state level and even 
the presidential level, but at Rider they are withheld. It shouldn’t 
have to be such a lengthy process to receive information that is 
public knowledge. 
 By withholding this information, it seems as though there 
is something to hide and in turn decreases the legitimacy of the 
election in the minds of students. 
 This year, Keenan claimed that the reason the numbers aren’t 
given out is to spare the feelings of the losing candidates and not 
to discourage them or other students from running in future 
elections. While the numbers may be low, it is a college election, 
and we are all adults who can deal with these kinds of outcomes. 
The candidates and the rest of the student body should be able 
to maturely accept the real numbers behind our student govern-
ment election   – though it is important that everyone should vote. 
 The SGA is an important group on campus that has a lot 
of responsibilities. As the student body, bearing the right to vote 
also comes with the importance of understanding where the elec-
tion conclusions come from.
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Quote of the Week
 “Spring is nature’s
way of saying, ‘Let’s 
party!’”  

— Robin Williams

The
Rider News

ApRil 10, 1849 — The safety pin is patented.

ApRil 11, 1947 — Jackie Robinson plays his first major league baseball game.

ApRil 13, 1870 — The Metropolitan Museum of Art is founded.

this Week in histoRy ...

 At my first American party, I was amazed that alcohol seemed to be a tempting 
forbidden fruit among American adolescents. Is it illegal for Americans under 21 
years old to drink any kind of alcohol? All my friends simultaneously nodded their 
heads.
 Naturally, Americans are curious to know the drinking age in China — my 
motherland. My answer: There is no drinking age. There is no law prohibiting ado-
lescents from drinking alcohol.
 The only related law is the Law on Protection of Minors, prohibiting anyone 
from selling alcohol to people under the age of 18. As long as people do not drive 
after drinking, they will not be punished for drinking alcohol, no matter how old 
they are. In my eyes, wine and beer in China are nothing but normal drinks on the 
menu, just like tea and juice. 
 Hearing this, some of my friends replied jokingly, “Perhaps we should go to 
China.” Others were a little worried about the social safety of China, asking, “What 
if people get drunk and fight in the street?” Of course, the police do arrest people 
for endangering the public; however, you rarely see anybody in drunken brawls in 
the street.
 Other than the law, Chinese people are usually restricted by moral code or social 
customs. It is a virtue for young people to be obedient to their elders. They are told 
that alcohol is bad for their health, especially when they are under the age of 18. 
Few people want to irritate their parents, and they know that it is improper to ask 
for alcohol while underage. Even if they are old enough, they do not want to get 
reprimanded for returning home drunk. That is probably the main factor as to why 
I don’t see anyone drunk in public.
 I notice that Rider carries out a new alcohol policy including: parental notifi-

cation, a fine, alcohol education, community restitution and dismissal as punish-
ments. Obviously parents from both countries try to provide their children with a 
healthy adolescence. The difference is America puts alcohol policies into law and 
administers strict restrictions to prevent young people from taking a sip of alcohol.
 It is interesting that I have never seen or heard of any youth or adult who is an 
alcoholic in my neighborhoods. People in China pay a lot of attention to their repu-
tations. Being able to appreciate good wine is nice, but being addicted to alcohol 
becomes an issue and can result in losing friends, your job and other things. 
 Another reason is consideration about one’s health. The people who drink the 
most in China are the businessmen. It is a Chinese custom to drink large amounts 
of liquor and beer when negotiating business transactions at the dinner table. 
Alcohol can easily pull two strangers together. It’s a way for businessmen to maintain 
long-term relationships with their clients. Though it is a custom, businessmen still 
complain about the health problems brought about by excessive drinking. Most of 
them already have trouble with hepatic diseases. I wish there were other methods of 
showing friendliness that could take place instead of drinking alcohol. I wish there 
was some way to change this convention, but I know it is a huge part of our culture 
and it cannot be easily changed.
 Luckily, America does not have this kind of business custom, but the cul-
tural difference may somewhat influence the business between the two countries. 
Americans and Chinese people still have a lot more to learn about each other when 
it comes to cultures and customs.

-Li Yiyun
Masters Sanda University student

Abroad Angle

Becoming accustomed to out-of-country alcohol policies 

for our next de facto commander in chief. I’ve never personally 
sat down to meet one of the elusive Santorum supporters, but I’m 
sure they have a very good spiritual reason to support his run for 
office. 
 Rove was right when he foretold that this election would not 
be a typical political fight. While Obamacare has indeed called 
constituents to arms against this piece of “socialist legislation,” it 
is very similar to health care policies in the state of Massachusetts 
initiated by none other than Mitt Romney. Europe has had social 
health care for decades; maybe it’s time that America gets with the 
times on this issue. Perhaps doctors should worry less about their 
cut of the depleted Medicare funds and focus more on curing the 
sick, healing the wounded and fulfilling their Hippocratic oath 
simply for the love of their glorious profession. 
 As Americans, we are used to an excessive lifestyle that can’t 
possibly be continued further into the twenty-first century. It will 
be hard to break the chains of our illustrious bonds, but maybe 
men like Rick Santorum are right in endorsing a more family-
oriented, grass roots existence. I won’t pretend to be Mr. Rove and 
assert what I believe to be right as to how all Americans should live 
their lives. I don’t know where we will stand 20 years from now 
or even predict what will happen within the next four. We can’t 
expect America to get back on a successful track overnight, but it 
is unfair to blame one man or one political party for the state our 
nation is in today. 

-Ben Smith
Junior journalism major

Upperclassman View

Hustling the great housing hassle
 Chaos, confusion and crowds of clueless 
people aren’t typically descriptors indicative of 
housing selection, yet these were all characteris-
tics of this year’s process. The posted schedules 
were barely a guideline, numbers didn’t actually 
start getting called until long after the posted 
time and anarchy reigned supreme for a stretch of 
hours in the Student Recreation Center (SRC). 
But the problems didn’t start at selection; rather 
they began at the onset of the stressful and ulti-
mately disorganized process.
 At the risk of sounding entitled, as a senior 
with a high number who paid my deposit on 
time and submitted a request for a small single 
room before the deadline, I wasn’t particular-
ly worried about getting satisfactory housing. 
Especially since I know people who had been 
approved for a single over the years in similar 
circumstances. After submitting my request, I 
received the usual flurry of redundant emails 
warning me and everyone else on the mailing 
list to keep an eye out for a communication on 
Thursday, March 29, indicating whether or not 
we had been approved. 
 March 29 came and went with no such 
email. I figured it was just me, but when I asked 
others in a similar predicament, I found that 
none of them had been notified either. But some-
times these things happen, so I sent an email to 
the Office of Residence Life asking for clarifica-
tion, which was never answered. A few days later, 
I sent another email to the same effect. Finally 
on April 4, I got an email indicating that those 
who were approved for small singles needed to 
go to the SRC at 10:30 p.m. I was frustrated and 

sent yet another email, starting to feel like Glenn 
Close in Fatal Attraction, but instead fed up with 
being ignored. When I checked my email a few 
hours before room selection was scheduled to 
commence I got a nasty surprise in the form of a 
short, unceremonious reply simply reading, “You 
have not been approved for a small single.”
 I asked why, given that I’m an upperclassman 
in the Baccalaureate Honors Program (BHP) 
with a high lottery number. My reply went 
unanswered, and I had to improvise at housing 
selection, which in and of itself was a greasy hor-
ror show. I called the next day and left a message 
during office hours, and my phone call was never 
returned. 
 The worst thing about all of this nonsense is 
that my story isn’t unusual or even that surpris-
ing. I’m just one of many students who have been 
shafted by the system with little or no explana-
tion.
 I won’t pretend to have any bright ideas 
about how to make housing less of a disaster for 
everyone involved, but a lot of it is just common 
sense. Send out notifications when you say you 
will, try to actually stick to the timelines because 
no one wants to be picking their rooms at 1 a.m. 
when they have an 8 a.m. and those in charge 
should be available to students and willing to 
communicate. None of this is rocket science.
 Seriously, all I’m asking for is a single. I’d 
even take Poyda, or a janitor’s closet if it could be 
spared.

-Megan Pendagast
Junior English major
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 Following the track and 
field team’s trip to William & 
Mary for the Colonial Relays, 
the Broncs will host the Rider 
Invitational on Saturday.
 According to Head Coach 
Bob Hamer, both the men’s 
and women’s team will need 
to show their best skills at the 
meet.
  “Sacred Heart and 
Monmouth will be very tough 
because they have full and com-
plete teams that compete hard 
every time,” he said.
 The men took first place in 
the 2011 Rider Invitational. 
 “The men will be focused 
on trying to win and take 
another step toward making 
a run at the MAAC Title,” 
Hamer said.
 When it comes to the Rider 
women, they are working to 
improve on their second place 
finish from the previous year.
 As for the Colonial Relays, 
the men placed ninth out of 
27 teams while the women fin-
ished 17th of 27.
 The first day consisted of 
new Rider records and IC4A 
qualifiers.
 “The teams competed very 
well,” Hamer said. “We were 

focusing on having a great 
effort and the good results will 
happen. That is exactly what we 
were able to achieve in many 
areas.”
 For the Rider women, 
junior Nicole Tassello won the 
10,000-meter, and set a Rider 
record, while qualifying for the 
IC4As.
 “I couldn’t believe it actu-
ally happened,” Tassello said. “I 
still feel like I’m dreaming, but 
I guess all of my hard work has 
finally paid off.”
 Tassello led for 25 laps and 
was by herself for 23 of them, 
according to Hamer.
 “She is someone who has 
worked really hard to prepare 
for this moment and she took 
advantage of it,” he said.
 Senior Heather Giovagnoli 
broke a Rider record by almost 
nine seconds in the 1,500-meter, 
which was a long time coming, 
Hamer said.
 “She is full of confidence 
right now and it showed in 
her performance,” Hamer 
said.  “I was really excited for 
her because she has prepared 
for this moment and she was 
able to be in the perfect race for 
her.”
 Also for the women, junior 
Megan Elgin set a Rider record 
in the 5,000-meter.
 “Elgin learned from some 

of the mistakes she made earlier 
in January when she ran the 
5,000-meter,” Hamer said. “She 
was able to finish much stron-
ger and is on the right path this 
season.” 
 For the men, junior Sean 
Donohue placed fourth in 
the 10,000-meter with fresh-
man Anthony Dentino right 
behind in fifth. Both qualified 
for IC4As.
 Other IC4A qualifiers on 

the men’s side were juniors 
James Burroughs and David 
Hightower in the 110-meter 
hurdles.
 Now, the Broncs get a 
chance to perform on their 
home turf.
 “We are looking to con-
tinue to improve on some areas 
and compete with a lot of effort 
and be competitive for the team 
title,” Hamer said. 

By Victoria Lyons

TRACK AND FIELD
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Call Enrollment Services today:  
West Windsor Campus: 609-570-3795;  

James Kerney Campus, downtown Trenton: 609-570-3139

Get Academic
      Solutions at Mercer

www.mccc.edu/summer
Mercer County Community College is accredited by the Commission on 
Higher Education of the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools.

Learn at Mercer County  
Community College*
Earn transferable credits  
toward your college degree.
Save money.
Ease your course load for fall.
Take classes anywhere with  
MercerOnline.

ENROLL NOW! 

Summer Sessions begin  
May 21 and July 5.

*Visiting students wishing to take course(s) at Mercer must supply an unofficial transcript and/or 
written permission from their home college.
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SMARTPHONE APP!

Summer 2012
   Credit Classes

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

At the Rider Invitational last season, junior Jorge Merino placed 
first in the discus and shot put. Both qualified him for the IC4As.

Rider aiming for success at home
and I think we just need to be a 
little more patient at the plate,” 
Wayman said. “Drawing more 
walks, forcing the pitchers to 
throw more pitches and any-
thing like that.  We just have to 
have solid at bats all the time, 
and our pitching is starting to 
come around, and once we put 
everything together we will be a 
tough team.”
 Mulderig feels that even 
though the bullpen struggled in 
the Monmouth game, its pitch-
ing has been getting the job 
done.
 “We’re starting to come 
around with the bats, but 
pitching-wise, our starters 
Mike Murphy, Tyler Smith, 
Kurt Sowa   — they’ve all been 
phenomenal,” Mulderig said.  
“There are times late in our 
games where our bullpen needs 
to finish the game and we 
haven’t been able to do that like 
[on Wednesday].  We’ll get it 
together.”



Cotten excels as leader on and off field
 
 
 

 Rider’s Brandon Cotten has 
come a long way since signing a 
letter of intent to play baseball 
with the Broncs over three years 
ago, and he hopes to continue 
his stellar play throughout his 
senior year as he grows into a 
potential MLB prospect.
 The 6’2” senior out of 
Wiconisco, Pa. has been a staple 
in the Rider outfield since tak-
ing over the center field posi-
tion halfway through his rookie 
year. In his first three years as 
a Bronc, Cotten has achieved 
numerous awards including 
earning First Team All-MAAC 
honors in 2011. However, all 
of the individual awards take 
a backseat to the accomplish-
ments that the team achieves.
 “No award is more impor-
tant to me than winning the 
MAAC championship my 
sophomore year,” Cotten said. 
“That’s the best memory of my 
career and far better than any 
individual award that I’ve won.”
 Cotten began playing orga-
nized baseball at the young age 
of five and center field has been 
his home since the age of seven. 

Growing up there were a few 
mentor figures that have had a 
lasting impact on him to this 
day.
 “I pay attention to the 
game a lot and I really learned 
by watching the big leagu-
ers,” Cotten said. “When I 
was younger though, my dad 
would spend hours with me, 
hitting me fly balls so I could 
learn how to get good jumps 
on the ball. My Little League 
coach inspired me the most. 
He always told me I was going 
to make it somewhere being a 
center fielder.”
 Cotten used what he 
learned early on in life to con-
tribute  to his high school teams. 
He led both his baseball and 
basketball teams to the District 
XI Championship as a senior at 
Williams Valley High School.  
 Coming out of high school 
Cotten received looks from 
various schools including West 
Virginia and Old Dominion, 
but Rider’s Head Coach Barry 
Davis made the first offer to 
Cotten, and just a few days 
later he decided to sign with 
the Broncs. Rider also offered 
Cotten the opportunity to con-
tribute to the team right away.  “I always knew that I could 

play ball after high school, but I 
didn’t know I could become the 
player I am today,” he admitted. 
“Coach Davis took a gamble 
with me and it paid off.”
 Davis saw strong potential 
in Cotten. He also had the abil-
ity to fill a void in the Rider 
outfield.
 “He was very projectable 
and we needed a center field-
er,” Davis said. “[He’s] a solid 
defender with offensive tools 
that, when playing at a high 
level, can be a great attribute to 
our team’s success.”
 Many high school pros-
pects forego attending college 
and sign with MLB teams 
immediately after high school. 

While that wasn’t an option 
coming out of high school for 
Cotten, playing four years for 
Rider under Davis has helped 
develop him both on and off 
the baseball diamond.
 “My overall game and my 
knowledge for the game [has 
improved],” Cotten said. “My 
speed has increased, my hitting 
has gotten better and the same 
goes for my defense and arm 
strength. I’ve been called the 
best center fielder in the MAAC 
for the past two years and I’m 
always trying to become one of 
the top in the nation.”
 Cotten’s hard work doesn’t 
go unnoticed by his teammates.  
It is evident that the team’s suc-
cess is always the number one 

priority to Cotten. 
 “Cotten is a dedicated and 
hardworking player who brings 
an attitude of determination 
with him wherever he goes,”  
junior pitcher Tyler Smith said. 
“As a team we can always count 
on him to make all the plays in 
the outfield and come through 
for us at the plate.”
 Smith has been a teammate 
of Cotten’s for over two years 
now.  Cotten’s will to win is a 
key factor in both his individual 
and the team’s overall success.  
 “Cotten separates himself 
with his abilities on the field as 
well as his attitude,” Smith said. 
“He hates to lose just as much 
as we all do and will fight hard 
to help us win as a team.”
 With his Rider career 
approaching its inevitable end, 
Cotten is taking the appropri-
ate steps to further his baseball 
career.
 “I’ve gotten a lot better 
and I am drawing interest from 
several major league organiza-
tions,” he said.
 Davis is confident that if 
Cotten is called upon, he will 
excel in the major leagues. 
 “Being a professional base-
ball player requires a great deal 
of skill and mental makeup,” 
Davis said. “Brandon is con-
tinuing to grow in these areas. 
Hopefully someone will give 
him a chance.”
 When the curtain final-
ly closes on his Rider career, 
Cotten hopes to continue doing 
what he does best — playing 
the game of baseball.

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Senior Brandon Cotten has been a center piece for the Broncs both offensively and defensively. 
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‘Cotten is a dedicated 
and hardworking player 
who brings an attitude of 
determination with him 
wherever he goes.’

-Pitcher Tyler Smith



 The Rider (14-23-1, 3-1 
MAAC) softball team split a 
doubleheader with Delaware 
(9-33-1, 2-7 CAA) on 
Wednesday. 
 In the first of the two 
games, the Broncs got a stel-
lar pitching performance from 
senior Rachael Matreale. 
 “I just tried to go out there 
and mix up my pitches and 
keep the hitters off balance,” 
Matreale said. “I felt good 
about how I pitched.”
 Matreale should feel good, 
after she allowed just one hit in 
her seven innings of work. But 
she admits that it did not come 
easy.
 “The umpire had a small 
zone which was annoying while 
I was pitching,” Matreale said. 
“But it is helpful to have to 
pitch with adversity.”
 Head Coach Patricia 
Carroll recognizes the perfor-
mance she got out of her ace 
pitcher.
 “Rachael has been throw-
ing very well all year,” Carroll 

said. “She had another great 
game against Delaware.”
 But, like any other team 
sport, one player could not 
do it by herself. The Broncs 
needed runs to win the game. 
That run support came in the 
fourth inning when sophomore 
Alyssa Paul blasted a home run 
to break the scoreless tie. Later 
in the inning, freshman Allysen 
Breeden followed suit and add-
ed a homer of her own to put 
the Broncs up by two. 
 “Home runs always feel 
great,” Breeden said. “Knowing 
that you just added a run for 
your team on the scoreboard is 
a great feeling, since you need 
runs to win games.”
 The two runs were more 
than enough for Matreale, 
who continued to deal straight 
through the seventh inning 
with the Broncs eventually win-
ning 4-0.
 The nightcap would not 
go as well for the Broncs as 
Delaware jumped out to a 1-0 
lead in the first inning off soph-
omore pitcher Krysti Maronski. 
 “Krysti pitched very well,” 
Matreale said. “We just were 
not able to clump our hits 

together.”
 The Broncs left eight run-
ners on base in the second 
game.
 “We got plenty of runners 
in scoring position, but couldn’t 
get them in,” Carroll said. “We 
need to do a much better job 
getting on top of the ball to get 
it in play.”
 The Broncs did manage to 
scratch out a run in the fourth 
though, cutting the lead to one. 
In the sixth, the Broncs had an 
opportunity to tie the game 
on a double by senior Lucy 
Higgins, but unfortunately 
junior Heather Muscara was 
thrown out at the plate to end 
the inning.
 The Broncs lost the game 
by a final score of 4-1.
 Next up for the Broncs is 
a doubleheader against confer-
ence rival Marist at home on 
Sunday. 
 “The games on Sunday 
against Marist are big ones,” 
Breeden said. “We need the 
wins against them to give us a 
better chance of making it to 
the conference tournament this 
year.”
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 The Rider baseball team 
(9-22) heads home to play the 
Manhattan Jaspers (14-17) in 
its first home series in April. 
The team will play in a double-
header on Saturday starting at 
12 p.m., and finish the series on 
Sunday.  
 The Broncs have spent 
their last four games on the 
road.  Last weekend, they won 
the series against the Fairfield 
Stags, (13-19) taking two of 
their three games.
 On Wednesday, they had 
a tough 6-5 loss at Monmouth 
(20-12).  They gave up six runs 
in the final inning after scoring 
five in the top of the ninth.  
Sophomore Jerry Mulderig was 
frustrated not only because they 
blew the lead, but because it 
was to an in-state rival.   
 “It was tough because we 
had the game in our hands 
in the ninth inning,” Mulderig 
said.  “Then a couple of us just 
[messed] up in our bullpen.  
The fact that they’re in-state, 
and a big rival — it sucks to 
lose to them.”
 Junior third baseman Adam 
Wayman, who did not play in 

the game because of a cortisone 
shot, was also upset that the 
team lost as a result of the large 
lead.
 “We put up five runs and 
I’m thinking that we got a win 
to give us momentum going 
into this weekend,” Wayman 
said. “[Monmouth] put us 
down, and I’ll tell you what, 
that was a heartbreaker.  I 
couldn’t imagine being there 
for that.” 
 Lately, Mulderig has both 
pitched and played the outfield 
effectively to help the Broncs.  
In last weekend’s doubleheader 
against Fairfield, he had four 
hits, including a game winning 
RBI, and finished the game 
off with a save. In the last four 
games, he had six hits, five RBIs 
and two innings pitched.
 “It’s a great feeling to go 
play eight innings in the out-
field and then come in and 
close out the game as a pitch-
er,” Mulderig said.  “The game 
against Fairfield was the best 
moment of my sports career 
doing that.  I came into the year 
just as an outfielder and I really 
just wanted to win right field as 
a starting position. Then even-
tually, I started to do well and 
then coach asked me if I would 
play and I’ve had a good experi-

ence.”
 This weekend, Rider takes 
on Manhattan, who currently 
is in the midst of a ten-game 
winning streak.  Wayman hopes 
that the Broncs can win the 
series, but realizes it will be a 
challenging three games.
 “What I know about 
Manhattan is they’ve always 
had a good team,” Wayman 
said. “They have good hitting 
and pitching, but we always 
had it too, and every time we 
played them it’s a battle. I’m 
expecting us to take two of 
three from them at the very 
least and win the series.”
 Mulderig agreed that the 
players will need to work hard 
at the plate to win just like they 
were able to do once last year.
 “We know their starting 
pitchers, but we have got to get 
on them early because last year 
we didn’t score that much,” 
Mulderig said. “And then pitch-
ing-wise, our starters are going 
to be on point like they always 
are and we just have to get the 
bats moving early.  I remember 
last year the games were really 
scrappy, the kind of games with 
pitching duels.  I expect it to be 
a lot like that.  A lot of bunts, a 
lot of small ball and any way we 
can manufacture runs.”

 Wayman thinks that 
throughout the season, the 
Broncs have not been consis-
tent with the bats, but feels that 

when they do they will become 
a much better team.
 “I feel [our batting] is start-

David Pavlak/The Rider News

Senior Rachael Matreale threw a one-hit shutout in the opening 
game against Delaware. The Broncs won the game 4-0.

NiNth iNNiNg Blues
Broncs lose after six-run ninth inning

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Sophomore Jerry Mulderig’s key triple in the ninth inning against  
Monmouth gave the Broncs a 5-0 lead. They would lose 6-5.

Softball takes game one from Delaware
See Baseball, p.10

By Steve Eggert
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By Michael Mack

SOFTBALL
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