
Campaigning season 
for the Student Government 
Association (SGA) executive 
board is in full swing as Rider’s 
Tuesday election looms near. 
Sophomore and current SGA 
vice president Lorelei Colbert is 
running unopposed for the top 
spot as SGA president. 

Vying for the vice presi-
dental title are sophomores 
Eric Cottrell, Matt Hillman, 
current SGA secretary Adam 
Grossman and junior Rachel 
Guida. Juniors Justin Baldwin 

and Louis Chebetar seek the 
role of treasurer. The candi-
dates for secretary Joe Forte and 
Isadore Wisse were not present.  
 The seven candidates dis-
cussed their platforms during 
the senate meeting in Sweigart 
auditorium Tuesday. 
 Reuben Martinez, SGA 
elections and recruitment chair, 
was the moderator of the event. 
The questions posed to the can-
didates concerned budgeting 
and finances, personal charac-
teristics and improvements for 
SGA and the Senate. 

Clubs and Budgeting
 Both Baldwin and Chebetar 
identified a need for clubs and 
organizations to use their bud-
gets and spontaneous funding 
to create universally appealing 
events for the campus. 
 Baldwin stressed the idea 
of budgeting wisely as well as 
creating events.
 “[Spontaneous] funding is 
not infinite,” Baldwin said. “We 
need from the student leaders 
of those clubs to organize bud-
gets and also to use the sponta-
neous funding for campus-wide 
events that will benefit every-

 The presidential election 
this November will be extreme-
ly close, but there is a clear 
strategy for a Republican vic-
tory, according to Republican 
strategist Karl Rove.
 Rove served as senior advi-
sor to President George W. 
Bush from 2000 to 2007 and 
deputy chief of staff from 2004 
to 2007. During this time, he 
coordinated the policy-making 
process and is considered the 
architect of Bush’s 2000 and 
2004 election wins. 
 He discussed a range of 
political issues at the Monday 
night event sponsored by the 
Rebovich Institute for New 
Jersey Politics, including the 
upcoming presidential election.
 “It’s going to be a close, 
close race,” Rove said.
 He said that the simplest 
way for the Republican nomi-
nee to win would be to follow 
what he described as a “three, 
two, one” strategy. In addition 
to the states John McCain car-
ried in 2008, the Republicans 
only need to win six others. 
However, Indiana, Virginia 
and North Carolina historically 

vote Republican but went for 
Obama in the last election.
 “Together they have 39 
Electoral College votes,” Rove 
said. “If they swing back to the 
Republican column, it is a shift 
in the electoral college of 78.” 
 Ohio and Florida both vot-

ed for Bush in 2004. Obama 
won both states in 2008, but 
by narrower margins than his 
victory as a whole. Their 49 
electoral votes would create a 
shift of 98 electoral votes if 
the Republicans win in both 
states. According to Rove, the 

Republican candidate would 
only need to win one of sev-
eral other states to win the 
election if he carries those five 
states. These states include 
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 
Michigan, Iowa, Colorado, 
Nevada and New Mexico.

 “That’s where the elec-
tion’s going to be fought, in the 
states that I just outlined,” Rove 
said. “Those of you who get 
Philadelphia TV, my apologies 
to you. Your screens are going 
to be filled with television ads.”
 Another factor in the race 
is the fact that the electoral 
redistricting following the 
2010 census will benefit the 
Republicans. Rove said that if 
the electoral map ends up iden-
tical to the 2008 results, the 
Republicans will have six more 
delegates  than they did in 2008 
because of the way delegates 
were reapportioned.
 “There’s already been a 
shift in the electoral college 
that works a minor advantage 
for the Republicans,” Rove said.
 There are also three voting 
groups that can severely harm 
Obama’s chances of reelection if 
they decide not to support him 
like they did in 2008, according 
to Rove. Latinos, young voters 
and independents all supported 
Obama in 2008, but their sup-
port has fallen more than the 
national average since his inau-
guration.
 “If he does not get any-
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Karl Rove spoke about the Obama administration and current presidential campaign on Monday.

Student Government Association candidates for president, vice 
president and treasurer address Tuesday’s Senate.
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Security BriefS
Down the drain

 While most students 
would choose to wear a 
T-shirt, some thought it 
would be better to flush a 
few down the toilet. 
 On April 1, at 2:05 p.m., 
Public Safety was called to 
the outer fields warehouse 
on the report of a backup in 
the sewage system. A male 
staff member told the officers 
that raw sewage was com-
ing up from the ground by 
the warehouse. Public Safety 
called Facilities who inspect-
ed the sewage system and 
found that T-shirts had been 
clogging the system. Facilities 
has since taken care of the 
problem. 
 An investigation of the 
flushed T-shirts is ongo-
ing. Anyone with additional 
information is encouraged to 
call Public Safety at x5029.

Woozy visitor

 Public Safety arrived 
at the Bart Luedeke Center 
(BLC) on Thursday, March 
29, at 10:42 a.m., after 
receiving a call that a female 
visitor had fainted. 
 The officers first 
observed the woman lying on 
the floor of the BLC, but she 
was alert and able to respond 
to questions. The visitor said 
that she remembered walk-
ing toward the trashcan but 
didn’t remember falling; 
she believed she might have 
passed out. 
 Public Safety called an 
ambulance and she was trans-
ported to a nearby hospital 
for further evaluation and 
treatment.

Pipe problems

 On March 29, Public 
Safety received information 
of an off-campus incident 
that ocurred on February 
21, in which a male resident 
student was found with a 
device associated with smok-
ing marijuana.
 While on patrol, 
Lawrence Township police 
officers noticed a vehicle 
had equipment violations 
and pulled the vehicle over. 
While the male student 
began to produce the cor-
rect documentation, a pipe 
that is commonly used to 
smoke marijuana became vis-
ible. Officers arrested the stu-
dent for possession of drug 
paraphernalia. He was also 
charged with the campus vio-
lation of possession of drug 
paraphernalia intended for 
use with illegal drugs. 
Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.
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The Office of Sustainability Presents:

Erin Brockovich
Thursday, April 19th  

At 7:00 P.M.
In BLC Cavalla Room

Erin Brockovich is known for her work on the largest direct action 
lawsuit in US history.  Erin’s exhaustive investigation uncovered that 
Pacific Gas & Electric had been poisoning the small town of Hinkley’s 
water for over 30 years. The utility giant was forced to pay out the 
largest toxic tort injury settlement in US history.
 
The story and eventual film made “Erin Brockovich” a household 
name. Erin realized that she could use her notoriety to spread positive 
messages of personal empowerment and encourage others to stand 
up and make a difference.  As President of Brockovich Research & 
Consulting, she is currently involved in numerous environmental 
projects worldwide.

*A showing of the film, “Erin Brockovich”, starring Julia Roberts, will 
be shown on Tuesday, April 17 at 6 pm in Sweigart 115.

For more 
information, email 
gilsteinb@rider.edu

Rider University Photography Club
If you love photography in any form, join Photography Club. 

Learn new techniques from your peers and from professionals. 
Go on photography trips. Share your photographs with the 

world. Most importantly, find a new perspective.

Meetings are Thursdays  
at 5:15 in Sweigart Hall 110.

Don’t think you 
can take beautiful 

photos? All of these 
photos are taken by 
Photography Club 

members!
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Visit our Facebook page!

Find
a 

new

Follow us on Twitter @riderphotoclub

Photo of the Week
Photo by Omkar Shivaprasad

A pair of geese graze by Centennial Lake under the shade 
of blooming trees as the sun sets for evening. To have your 
Rider-themed photo featured in The Rider News as “Photo 
of the Week,” email sarlom@rider.edu.

Katelyn White/The Rider News

Relay for Life wrap-up
This year’s event has raised over $44,000. The sleepover 
walk-at-thon had over 900 participants and took place on 
March 24 in the Student Recreation Center. Donations are 
being accepted until August 31 at www.relayforlife.org.



Centennial House has 
been the home of the Office of 
Information Technology (OIT) 
for over 12 years, but within the 
next few weeks OIT is moving 
out and renovations will begin 
to convert the building back 
into a residence hall.
 OIT will be heading across 
campus to the General Services 
building to “a space designed 
specifically for IT services,” 
according to Carol Kondrach, 
associate vice president of 
Information Technology.  
 Centennial House is being 
transformed into housing that 
will be specifically for inter-
national students involved in 
the English Language Institute 
(ELI) program.
 “People are growing out 
of their spaces,” said Mike 
Reca, associate vice president of 
Auxiliary Services. “With OIT 
moving, there will be one-stop 
shopping in General Services 
for faculty, staff and students.”
 In General Services, OIT 
will have work stations and 
teaming areas, as well as an 
equipment station, reusing 
equipment that is currently 
in Centennial House offices. 
Another goal is for OIT to go 
as paperless as possible and just 
keep the new offices “simple 
and practical,” according to 
Kondrach. 
 Kondrach feels this loca-
tion change provides an oppor-

tunity for a more collaborative 
working environment.
 “Right now in Centennial 
House we’re all on different 
floors,” she said. “The move 
to our new office will create 
extremely improved communi-
cation and teamwork. We can’t 
wait.”  
 With OIT packing up 
and making its big move by 
mid-April, restorations to 
make Centennial House liv-
able for next year will begin. 
This includes painting, work-
ing on bathrooms and adding a 
kitchen and lounge, according 
to Reca.
 Centennial House will be  
“the home away from home” 
for international students who 
are part of Rider’s ELI program, 
which helps prepare students 
to enter as either undergradu-
ate or graduate students once 
they meet the English require-
ments of the university, accord-
ing to Mary Amato, manager of 
ELI. The dorm will also feature 
classrooms as well as the ELI’s 
offices.
 “The international student 
population is a growing seg-
ment of the Rider community,” 
Amato said. “It makes sense to 
provide a campus experience 
and help these students accli-
mate to American and univer-
sity culture.”
 Although the ELI pro-
gram is not a residence life 
program, the dorm will have 

the same type of staff as the oth-
er dorms on campus, includ-
ing a Resident Director and a 
Resident Advisor. Centennial 
House officials will be working 
with Gee Hall, the building for 
international students that are 
part of Rider’s undergraduate 
population, to create the typical 
American dorm-life experience 
according to Cindy Threatt, 
associate dean for Residential 
Programs. 
 “We plan to have conversa-
tion tables, language and even 
food programs as a way to give 
ELI students a chance to share 
their culture,” Threatt said. She 
hopes Centennial House will 
provide “a nice venue for the 
students to connect with each 
other.”
 Sophomore Taylor Miller 
is not an international student, 
but has many friends who are 
and feels that having these 
students on campus serves as 
a positive addition to Rider’s 
campus.
 “I’ve learned so much 
about different cultures and 
have made some great friends,” 
Miller said. “My horizons have 
been expanded because of the 
fact that I hang out with these 
students, and overall, they’ve 
really taught me so much.”
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where close to the margins that 
he got among these groups last 
time around, his reelection 
could be in terrible danger,” 
Rove said.
 Rove went on to say that 
the Supreme Court’s ruling on 
the Affordable Care Act and 
Obama’s subsequent reaction 
also play a role in the elec-
tion. He said that if the court 
strikes down the law, Obama 
will have two options. If he calls 
for bipartisan support to cre-
ate a new version of healthcare 
reform, it will help his reelec-
tion chances as it will be seen as 
him returning to the political 
center, Rove said. However, if 
Obama chooses to attack the 
Supreme Court for such a deci-
sion, it will hurt him.
 “I do think the individual 
mandate is likely to be invali-
dated, and if I were a betting 
man I’d say the president is like-
ly to double down, not move to 
the center,” he said.
 Rove also said that the 
building tensions between 
Israel and Iran could play a role 
in the election. He said that if 
something does happen with 
Iran, the initial public reaction 

would likely be to support the 
country and the president.
 “The initial response of 
the American people will be to 
rally around the flag and rally 
around the president,” Rove 
said.  
 “However, I think the pres-
ident does not want the Israelis 
to act before the November 
election simply because he does 
not want another factor added 
into the big mathematical equa-
tion that is the presidential elec-
tion.”
 Regardless of how the elec-
tion plays out, Rove said that 
there will be an unprecedented 
amount of scrutiny on the can-
didates.
 “I don’t think that we’ve 
seen a presidential election in 
our lifetime in which what 
every candidate does, every 
single day, is going to matter 
as much as in this election,” he 
said.
 Ben Dworkin, director of 
the Rebovich Institute, said that 
he was very happy with Rove’s 
visit.
 “Mr. Rove is a very busy 
man and we had to work 
through a lot of different hoops 
to put it all together, but it was 
tremendously successful and I 
couldn’t be happier,” he said.

Rove
Continued from p. 1

Photos by Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Centennial House is welcoming international students next se-
mester as OIT moves across campus to General Services.

Boxes of technical equipment fill the OIT offices in Centennial 
House as OIT prepares for its move in mid-April. 

University Day
A balloon artist presents a balloon animal to senior Megan O’Connell at Rider’s annual Uni-
versity Day. Students also were able to decorate their own cake and enjoy a delicious lunch.

Following a theft of over 
$200 from the first floor com-
puter lab in Fine Arts, monitors 
have been cracking down on 
checking the ID of every stu-
dent who wishes to use the lab. 
 According to Head of 
Public Safety Vickie Weaver, 
on Tuesday, March 20, it was 
reported to Public Safety that 
on Tuesday, March 6, the 
Project Lab was broken into 

and multiple computer acces-
sories were stolen. 
 “The DigiDesign Mbox 2 
mini audio boxes, keyboards, 
mice and microphones were sto-
len from the four VocalBooths 
that are in the Project Lab,” said 
Rhon Fitzwater, systems man-
ager for the Communications 
Department.  “The biggest 
change is the installation of 
a security camera that Public 
Safety monitors.  We have also 
added additional security devic-

es to make it harder to steal 
USB devices.”
 Additionally, Fitzwater has 
re-stressed to the lab moni-
tors the importance of actively 
checking all IDs.
 The items have yet to be 
recovered. An investigation is 
ongoing; anyone with further 
information is encouraged to 
contact Public Safety at x5029.

Fine Arts computer lab break-in
By Katie Zeck 
zeckk@theridernews.com

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News
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GRADUATE SCHOOL PROGRAMS

West Long Branch, New Jersey   I gradadm@monmouth.edu I 732-571-3452 

  

Graduate
School
Information
Session
Tuesday, April 10, 7 p.m. 

Wilson Hall Auditorium

www.monmouth.edu/infosession

• Anthropology
• Business Administration (MBA)

- Accelerated MBA option

• Computer Science
• Corporate & Public Communication
• Criminal Justice
• Education (MAT, MEd, MSEd)

- Accelerated MAT option

• English
• History
• Mental Health Counseling
• Nursing
• Doctor of Nursing Practice
• Psychological Counseling
• Public Policy 
• Social Work 

- Traditional/Advanced Standing MSW

• Software Engineering
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one.” 
Chebetar proposed the idea 

of similarly organized clubs 
working together to better uti-
lize their budgets. 
 “If [clubs] have the same 
budget line and the same char-
ity, they can work together with 
full resources, spend less money 
and actually get more man-
power to each event,” he said. 

Individual Qualities
 Experience, passion and 
personality were the leading 
traits that the vice presidential 
candidates possessed.
 Grossman said his experi-
ence as a current SGA executive 
board member was his greatest 
strength. 
 “I already have my feet wet 
and a taste of what it’s like,” he 
said.
 Passion and love for Rider 
is what drives Guida’s campaign 
for vice president. 
 “I have a lot of visions and 
goals because I’m so passionate 
about things that I think I can 
achieve within the next year,” 
Guida said.
 Hillman referred to himself 
as a people-person who takes 
the ideas of others seriously. 
 “I’m a very approachable 

person, so if anyone were to 
voice an opinion or a stance on 
something to me, I will listen to 
what they have to say and take 
what they have to say to me 
into consideration,” he said.
 Cottrell said his outgoing 
nature and love of program-
ming events are his strong suits, 
which will assist him if he is to 
become vice president.
 “I’m able to pull [those 
qualities] into my SGA vice 
presidency and really help and 
improve the student body expe-
rience here on campus,” he said.
 
Improvements for 2012-2013
 Colbert listed cross-cam-
pus solidarity and better com-
munication between SGA and 
organizations as modifications 
“to create that impact that our 
campus can have” next year.   
 She also suggested the cre-
ation of a SGA Facebook page 
and utilizing Blackboard for 
clubs and organizations. 

Engaging attendance at Senate
 Cottrell focused on follow-
ing up with organizations.
 “Making sure every club 
and organization that comes 
through [Senate] and feels like 
they have a spot through here is 
really going to encourage them 
to come back,” he said. 
 Grossman agreed with 
Cottrell, but added a need for a 

welcoming, fun atmosphere as 
well. 
 “If you can have fun and 
also get results, when you leave 
this room you see on cam-
pus what’s actually happening 
as a result of our meeting,” 
Grossman said. 
 A “student-friendly” Senate 
that discusses timely issues was 
Hillman’s solution for enticing 
students to attend. 
 Guida said a parliamen-
tary system could be instituted 
in addition to reaching out to 
those in charge of Senators to 
encourage participation. 

Communication with the 
Finance Board, SGA and the 
Senate
 Chebetar said clarity in 
financial documents was essen-
tial in facilitating communica-
tion between the Finance Board 
and the student body.
 Baldwin suggested using 
Blackboard to inform clubs and 
organizations of their budgets. 
He said transparent commu-
nication between the treasurer 
and clubs about their finances 
is critical.  
 Voting begins at 11 a.m. 
Tuesday in the SRC.
 For more information on 
the candidates see “Meet the 
Lawrenceville SGA Executive 
Board candidates” on page 6. 

SGA
Continued from p. 1

News Briefs
Monday, April 9

Dr. Cary Nelson’s, president of the National AAUP Committee, 
keynote lecture entitled “What is Academic Freedom?”
Fireside Lounge of the Bart Luedeke Center, 1:30p.m. to 
2:30p.m.

Tuesday, April 10
Alcohol Screenings with “Mocktails”

Lincoln Hall, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 11
A Conversation with U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg

Mercer Room, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, April 12
30th Gender and Sexuality Studies Colloquium 
Dr. Cynthia Cyrus’,  associate provost of Undergraduate Education 

and professor of musicology of Vanderbilt University, keynote 
lecture entitled “Once a Prostitute, Now a Nun: Singing as 
Social Redemption in Medieval Vienna”
Yvonne Theater, 4:00 p.m.

Friday, April 13
The New Jersey Women’s and Gender Studies Consortium 

Undergraduate Research Colloquium, hosted at Rider

Tuesday, April 17
Green Film: Erin Brockovich

Sweigart 115, 6:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 19
Green speaker, Erin Brockovich, Environmental Activist

BLC Cavalla Room, 7:00 p.m.
Alcohol Screenings with “Mocktails”

Ziegler Hall, Second Floor Lounge, 8:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Tuesday, April 24
Red Watch Band Training

Alpha Xi Delta Sorority House Lounge, 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, May 1
Lalanobooza

Daly Dining Hall, 8:30 p.m. to midnight
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 Walking to class on the weekdays, chowing down 
on dining hall food and sharing a dorm room with 
another person is the typical experience of a college 
student. However, with summer programs offered on 
both the Westminster and Lawrenceville campuses, 
children can experience college life long before SATs 
are taken and majors are chosen.
 “I think [the summer programs] are an incredible 
way for students to advance their skills while enjoying 
the community of making music with other musicians 
of a similar caliber,” said Dr. Amanda Quist, assistant 
professor of conducting and instructor for the vocal 
institute, chamber choir and choral festival camps.
 Westminster offers a variety of summer camps for 
middle and high school students, with everything from 
organ instruction to music composition. Programs are 
also offered throughout the year for the general public, 
including lessons and classes for musicians, singers and 
composers of any age.
 “We have something for everyone,” said Scott 
Hoerl, who works with both the conservatory and 
continuing education programs at Westminster. “Our 
mission is that we feel every person benefits from expo-
sure to music so we try to provide that exposure.”
 Days are composed of classes and lessons, with a 
final performance for parents and the community to 
showcase what the students have learned during their 
stay.
 One specific program Hoerl is especially excited 
for is appropriately named “Try It Out.”
 Hoerl said the program is not exclusively for chil-
dren without previous musical experience, but rather 
for children interested in an instrument they have yet 
to get their hands on. He also said it is a good way for 
parents to see if their child really wants to stick with 
the instrument, or if it is a transient interest that will 
fade away after the first lesson is paid for.
 “It’s an opportunity for the student to try it to see 
if they have an aptitude for [the instrument] and have 
an interest in it,” Hoerl said. “With music, as with 
anything, if you don’t put the time in you’re not going 

to improve.”
 Instructors come from all over to help students 
acquire a deeper understanding of their interests in the 
music field, whether they are focusing on instruments, 
voice or both. Past students of the programs are given 
the opportunity to return as camp counselors.
 Sophomore Yoanna Akis, majoring in vocal perfor-
mance at Westminster, took advantage of the oppor-
tunity of experiencing both sides of the camps. She 
attended the solo vocal institute the summer before her 
senior year of high school and returned this past sum-
mer to work with students from both solo vocal insti-
tute and vocal institute, which has a choral emphasis.
 “The experience gave me a taste for what college 
life in music would be like and what the necessary 
steps would be to become a professional musician,” 
she said. “I think the same could be said for many of 
my campers from this summer. As for [the] others, the 
experience helped them realize that music is not what 
they want to be doing at this point in their lives, which 

is equally important.”
 Hoerl agrees, saying that music can benefit every-
one, whether they end up becoming musicians or not.
For those who do decide to commit themselves to 
music, the summer camps offer them a chance to feel 
out the atmosphere of Westminster and interact with 
potential professors before making a decision about 
their future.
 “I think it’s an absolutely wonderful program,” 
said Sam Brukhman, a freshman music education 
major. “It’s actually what helped me decide to go to 
Westminster.”
 Akis shared similar feelings with Brukhman, 
crediting her growth as a person and musician to 
Westminster’s summer camps.
 “[The camps] have helped shape me into the 
person I am and have inspired my passion for music 
further,” she said.

Photo by Cie Stroud

Students of the vocal institute program serenade the audience at Princeton University’s chapel.

Westminster’s camps strike the right notes
By Nicole Veenstra
veenstran@theridernews.com

 Many people have an 
innate fear of bees. When one 
finds its way into a classroom, 
it is often met with flinches, 
shrieks and attempts to swat it 
down. When one flies too close 
to someone on his or her way to 
class, it’s not unusual to see the 
person panic and sprint away. 
 Even Winnie the Pooh, a 
lovable yellow bear who won 
the hearts of millions, had 
trouble finding their redeem-
ing qualities, once saying: “The 
only reason for being a bee that 
I know of is to make honey, 
and the only reason for making 
honey is so I can eat it.”
 This semester, however, 
Rider is bringing more bees 
onto campus and, according to 
the Bronc Bees, this is not a bad 
thing.
 On Monday, April 9, Rider 
will welcome two brand new 
beehives through the work of 
Bronc Bees, an organization 
created to maintain the bees 

and educate the public about 
them.
 The first hive was intro-
duced in spring 2011 by Loren 
Pagan, a graduating political 
science major who also co-
manages Rider’s garden. She 
got the idea from a confer-
ence at Princeton University 
about organic farming and, 

with the help of Associate Dean 
of Science Dr. Laura Hyatt, 
Central Jersey Beekeepers and 
local beekeeper Bob Hughes, 
put the plan into action. 
However, the bees did not sur-
vive the year, which is why they 
will be replaced with new ones 
on Monday. 
 There are notable differ-

ences between the two endeav-
ors, according to Pagan.
 “Our first hive is a top bar 
hive, [which is] better for wax 
production,” she said. “This 
second hive is a traditional hive, 
or ‘Ten Frame.’ It’s a big honey 
producer, so more honey this 
year.”
 Besides honey and wax, 
bees pollinate various plants 
and flowers, according to 
Pagan, which provides invalu-
able services to Rider’s environ-
mental sustainability.
 “Both [the bees and the 
garden] are sustainable and help 
each other,” said Jessica Canose, 
a junior Spanish major and the 
other co-manager of the gar-
den. “Bees can help pollinate 
things so flowers in our garden 
will grow. It’s all one system, 
so we’re trying to streamline 
everything so people can see the 
connection.”
 Maintaining the bee-
hive has also become a part of 
the new sustainability minor. 
However, students from all 
disciplines can volunteer to 

become beekeepers, a job that 
requires them to monitor the 
bees and feed them from time 
to time over the winter. Even 
those with a fear of being stung 
can participate, because the 
bees are smoked before disturb-
ing the hives, essentially putting 
them to sleep for a short time.
 “A lot of people see bees 
and think, ‘Oh my gosh, they’re 
going to sting me,’” Canose 
said. “I’m afraid of bees, but 
we looked from afar. You aren’t 
necessarily touching them, and 
there’s a lot we can learn just by 
looking.”
 For those with less adven-
turous tastes, Bronc Bees is also 
trying to start a blog about the 
hives at Rider and general bee 
education. 
 A ceremony will be held 
for the arrival of the bees on 
Monday, April 9, at 12 p.m., on 
the first intersection of the path 
behind West Village Commons.
 To get involved with Bronc 
Bees or to join the mailing list, 
contact Loren Pagan at paganlo@
rider.edu.

Courtesy of Loren Pagan

The beehive is sprayed with smoke before it is opened, putting 
the bees to sleep temporarily without harm.

Students hope garden project will be the bee’s knees
By Emily Eiermann
eiermanne@theridernews.com



Hometown: Cross River, 
N.Y.
Year: Junior
Major: Accounting
Clubs/Activities: Rider 
Runners, Residence Hall 
Association, Beta Alpha Psi, 
Leadership Development 
Program
Why are you running for 
this position? Since the start 
of my time at Rider, I have 
enjoyed accounting, work-
ing with student leaders and 

leading several initiatives on campus. I hope to take 
my experience thus far and combine it with the enjoy-
ment of learning a new tradition in preparing for the 
Student Government treasurer position.  
What changes would you like to see made next year?  
I would like to see more transparency, disclosure and 
communication on campus. With access to this infor-
mation, we could more effectively budget, plan and 
work together towards becoming a true Rider com-
munity. 
How would you go about making those changes? As 
Residence Hall Association CFO, I have made com-
munication a priority by creating the CFO Budget 
Board, by digitalization of all the budgets and related 
receipts and by posting these materials to Blackboard.  
As Student Government treasurer, I hope to make 
information accessible in a similar fashion to the stu-
dent body. The student body should know what they 
are spending and who they can contact to make a 
potentially great event at Rider a reality.  

Hometown: Beachwood, N.J. 
Year: Sophomore 
Major: Secondary Education and 
Mathematics  
Clubs/Activities: SGA Spirit and 
Tradition Chair, Office of Campus Life 
and Office of Residence Life   
What changes would you like to see 
made next year? Next year, one change I 
would like to make is for the Rider com-
munity to exemplify more school spirit 
and pride. I would like for this to be 
done through specific programming that 
focuses on Rider spirit.  
How would you go about making 

those changes? My first step to go about making this change is 
through the Rider spirit T-shirt contest and give away that was 
done this year by the University Affairs team and me. Next year, 
I would like to continue making steps in the same direction by 
encouraging “School Spirit Fridays” and more specific programing 
that promotes the spirit, pride and tradition of the Rider Broncs.  
Why should people vote for you? I believe I should have the sup-
port of the student body because I am a hard worker and dedicated 
to improving the college experience at Rider University. I have 
experience in the SGA at Rider and understand what needs to hap-
pen to run a successful student government. I am aware and able to 
fulfill the many responsibilities that come along with [the position 
of ] SGA vice president, such as running the student Senate.  
Additional comments: Thank you for all the support. Don’t forget 
to come vote on April 10 in the Student Recreation Center.

Hometown: Hamilton, N.J.
Year: Sophomore
Major: Communications
Clubs/Activities: ACS VP, Alpha Phi 
Omega, 107.7 The Bronc, Appeals 
Council Member, Member of Lambda 
Pi Eta, Emerging Leaders Program
Why are you running for this posi-
tion? I am running for this position 
because I feel that I could add a dif-
ferent dynamic to SGA, since I am 
a commuter. I also have held many 
leadership roles on campus, and I 
believe I’m ready to take the next 
step by running for SGA vice presi-

dent.
What changes would you like to see made next year? I would 
like to see more student involvement on campus and raise our 
level of school spirit.
How would you go about making those changes? I would 
go about this by further promoting SGA throughout campus 
and telling other students to promote their respective clubs and 
organizations as well.  For school spirit, I would try to organize 
a day where students will wear Rider colors to show school 
pride.
Why should people vote for you? People should vote for me 
because I have established myself as a leader on campus. I am 
a great people-person and would work well with students and 
faculty. I am very approachable so many students would feel 
comfortable talking to me about anything.
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Meet the LawrenceviLLe SGa executive Board candidateS

President

Hometown: Hainesport, 
N.J.
Year: Junior
Major: Marketing
Clubs/Activities: Sigma Phi 
Epsilon Fraternity, Finance 
Board Chairman, Spending 
Committee
Why are you running for 
this position?  I am running 
for this position because I 
feel that with all that I have 
accomplished in my time 
in SGA through being a 

member on the Finance Board to running the Finance 
Board as Finance Board Chairman, that SGA treasurer 
is right on track and the next step up to what I can 
accomplish here on campus to make Rider a better 
place.  I love what I do on Finance Board and I know 
I will be able to take that enjoyment and passion to 
the next level as SGA treasurer.
Why should people vote for you?  People should vote 
for me based on experience, qualifications and inter-
est.  I have worked with SGA finances through the 
Finance Board and through Spending Committee for 
the past two years.  I am highly qualified for the posi-
tion and because of my experience on Finance Board, 
it will not take a lot of time for me to transition into 
the position of SGA treasurer. I am also very inter-
ested in working with the SGA Executive Board and 
President’s Cabinet next year to make a difference for 
the Rider community, as well as continuing to work 
with the Finance Board, which I have loved having the 
honor to serve on for the past two years.

Hometown: Metuchen, N.J.
Year: Freshman
Major: Economics 
Minor: Sustainability Studies
Clubs/Activities: SGA Executive 
Secretary, Brother of Sigma Phi Epsilon 
Fraternity, Rider Club Lacrosse Team, 
Eco-Rep, BHP Honors Program, 
University Tour Guide
Why are you running for this posi-
tion and what changes would you 
like to see made next year? Being able 
to serve on the SGA executive board 
this past year has been a really reward-
ing experience. I loved being able to see 

the effects of my work around campus. Being vice president would 
give me an opportunity to give back to our community in new 
ways.  Specifically, I would like to improve  attendance  at student 
Senate by making it more interactive for delegates and by encour-
aging more of the general campus community to attend. I would 
also like to create more weekend  programming  to keep students 
active and engaged throughout the weekends. 
Why should people vote for you? I would bring a lot of enthusi-
asm and experience to the vice president position. As one of only 
two returning executive board members, I know what the position 
requires, and I am excited to use the position to bring SGA and our 
college experience to a new level.
 
 

Louis
Chebetar

Adam 
Grossman

Hometown: Toms River, N.J. 
Year: Sophomore  
Major: Public Relations 
Minor: Legal Studies 
Clubs/Activities: SGA Vice-
President. Educational Opportunity 
Program, Women’s Lacrosse Club 
President, LDP 
Why are you running for this posi-
tion? I am running for SGA president 
because of my undying passion and 
devotion to leadership and Student 
Government. I simply love it, and I 
think my peers can see that from my 

contributions to the school in my past two years. 
What changes would you like to see made next year? Instead 
of changes, I would like to see progressions. We’ve already 
started making Rider feel more alive, and I cannot wait to keep 
improving next year. In the past year, Daly’s closing time was 
pushed until 9 p.m., thanks to a campus poll the gym is now 
open until midnight and we’re slowly getting more and more 
school spirit at each home game. It doesn’t stop there. The future 
is so promising for the home of the Broncs, and I just want to 
do my best to make each Rider student feel at home. 
How would you go about making those changes? I would 
like to find a passionate cabinet. I cannot fulfill my visions by 
myself, and I am so excited to see who is going to join me on 
this venture. We have positions that vary from public relations 
to diversity to sustainability. If there are people on our board 
who are as excited about their positions and specialties as I am, 
the next year is almost limitless. Together, we can listen to the 
students’ needs and do our best to fulfill them. 

Lorelei 
Colbert

Matt
Hillman

Eric
Cottrell

Hometown: Manahawkin, N.J.
Year: Junior 
Major: Marketing & Interactive 
Advertising 
Clubs/Activities: 
Residence Hall Association, President 
of Wright Hall, VP of programming 
and president, Student Government 
Association Marketing Advertising 
Student Association: 2009- present
Leadership Development Program
Why should people vote for you? I 
am a marketing and advertising double 
major, and to me, it is more than just 
learning how to sell; it is an art form. 

I also am a marketing intern with our food vendor Aramark; it 
is more than a job, it is a passion. I am also a strong and driven 
leader and immensely involved on campus. I have brought pas-
sion, spirit and excitement in wherever I go. I have also been a 
resident for all three years. Rider is my home and last year as an 
RA and being involved in RHA for three years has helped me 
allow others to feel the same. I am also a friend. I listen to what 
you have to say, because I believe that anything is worth saying 
and hearing. I hope that you vote for me, Rachel Guida, and help 
me make Rider a better place.
Additional comments: I believe that the people should know 
who I am and who my running mates are before they vote. I want 
this position for all the right reasons. I am not running for a title 
on my résumé. I am not running for the sake of power. I am run-
ning because I want to make a difference. A world with me as 
SGA vice president would be about you and your voice. “Like” 
my Facebook page for a free wristband: www.facebook.com/join-
teamrachel and if you have any more questions you can email me 
at: guidar@rider.edu. 

Justin
Baldwin

Rachel 
Guida

Hometown: Tom’s River, N.J. 
Year: Junior 
Major: Public Relations 
Clubs/Activities: RHA Hill Hall 
Senator, PR Society   
 What changes would you like 
to see made at Rider next year?
I would love to see the Rider 
Blackboard webpage contain an 
easier search engine for the clubs 
that are on campus. As a trans-
fer, I wanted to see what clubs 
were here and when they meet 
so that I could start getting 
involved, but I was disappointed 

in the lack of clubs that appear on the Blackboard site. I 
think the student body would greatly benefit from this and 
Rider’s clubs would receive more involvement. I believe 
Rider’s Student Government is unappreciated. I would like 
to see more commitment from students and show them 
how they directly affect the student body. This is an impor-
tant club that does a great deal for its students. Ultimately, 
I love Rider but things can always be better, and I want to 
be the one who makes it better.
What kind of things would you do to make sure those 
changes happen? I would promote the things that student 
government has a direct effect on SGA is so important 
because it directly works with the administration here at 
Rider to make better changes for the campus as a whole.
Why do you believe students should vote for you? People 
should vote for me because I believe that I have the drive 
to go above and beyond in any task that is given to me. I 
have the leadership skills needed to help lead SGA into a 
successful year and onto bigger and better things.

Hometown: Bridgewater, N.J. 
Year: Junior 
Major: Global Studies  
Clubs/Activities: I am cur-
rently the SGA Club and 
Org’s Chair, an RA in Kroner, 
President/Co-Founder of 
TRANSFERmation (transfer 
club) and am a member of 
the Leadership Development 
Program and Community 
Standards 
What changes would you like 
to see made next year? I feel 
that there needs to be more 

awareness of student government. I don’t know anyone 
who can name all four of the current executive board 
members, and some people do not even know who the 
current SGA president is. I feel that we need to make 
more students aware of the SGA board so when people 
do have issues, they know where to go. Also, I feel that 
there needs to be more of an efficient way to communi-
cate with the entire campus. Meeting minutes need to be 
posted, there needs to be office hours for people to stop 
by and ask questions and the Senate should be focused on 
more. 
Additional comments: Prior to transferring to Rider 
University, I was president of the student government at 
my community college. One lesson I learned is that team 
work is important. Everyone has different traits that they 
can offer, and when you have a diverse team those differ-
ent ideas and outlooks blend in to make something amaz-
ing. Most of these student leaders who are running for 
other positions, I’ve worked with before and I know with 
my previous experience we can all make a difference.  

Isadore 
Wisse

Joe 
Forte

Vice President

Secretary Treasurer
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Rider falls in step with acclaimed ballet troupe
 At the end of March, the Rider community was treated to two spectacular dance performances showcasing Rider students as well as the American Repertory Ballet. 
Throughout the program, practice footage edited by junior Jeanette Rudnicki was presented to audiences on a big-screen, giving insight into the blood, sweat and tears 
that collectively produced an impressive show. Rider students presented choreography by well-known local choreographer Laney Engelhard, Rider alumnae Cherilyn 
Barbone, Danielle Nolen and Jennifer Gladney, Princeton Ballet School’s Angela Cusamano and Kim Chandler Vaccaro as well as Christine Chen, managing director of 
the American Repertory Ballet. Performances took place on March 30 and 31, in the Yvonne Theater on the Lawrenceville campus.

- Lisa Henderson
hendersonl@theridernews.com

Many unique and aesthetic dance techniques were performed within exhilarating, well-designed routines, including ballet, tap, hip hop and contemporary. 

Photo by Angela Romansky

Photo by Angela Romansky

Rider dance students were honored by the chance to work with the highly-acclaimed American Repertory Ballet and tell numerous different stories through dance.

Nate LaBrusciano/The Rider News

Photo by Angela Romansky

Photo by Angela Romansky
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30th New Jersey Women’s 
and Gender Studies 

Consortium Undergraduate 
Research Colloquium

Thursday, April 12
on the

Lawrenceville campus

Various works to be read by 
chairs of

Gender and Sexuality studies
from New Jersey colleges and 

universities

For more information,
contact 

Dr. Mary Morse, director
mmorse@rider.edu       609-895-5570
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English professor links lyrics to literature
By Emily Landgraf
landgrafe@theridernews.com 

 The Rider News recently conducted an email Q&A with Dr. Mickey Hess, an associate professor of English at Rider. His recently published book The Novelist and 
the Rapper became available on March 1, 2012. Hess also teaches Hip Hop and American Culture for the American Studies Program. For a little more insight from the 
author about the book, the writing process and what he’s working on next, read on.

Sophomore Erik Krieg, winner of Rider’s R Factor singing competition last month, performed at 
the Rider Pub during University Day on Tuesday.

Q: Can you tell us a little bit 
about the book? 
A: The book is called The 
Novelist and the Rapper. It’s a 
collection of hip hop-themed 
stories and essays, many of 
which pair a Nobel laureate 
with a rap star, like De La Soul 
and William Faulkner, or Isaac 
Bashevis Singer and Digital 
Underground. 
 For the opening story, I 
took Faulkner’s Nobel Banquet 
speech and an interview in 
which De La Soul discusses 
being sued for sampling anoth-
er band’s music — I quote 
them side by side so that it 
becomes a conversation about 
where art comes from and what 
it means to make art. I also 
sample Colonel Sanders’ auto-
biography. It was kind of my 
way to explore on the page 
what rappers do in their music 
by weaving together pieces of 
different texts and using them 
as materials to create a whole 
new thing. For example, the 
book includes a Twitter account 
made up of entries from the 
diaries of Lewis and Clark. 

Q: What inspired you to write 
The Novelist and the Rapper?
A: I grew up in Kentucky and 

was obsessed with hip hop 
music, and I’ve been a reader 
and writer since I was in ele-
mentary school, so this book 
is my way to bring those three 
worlds together and celebrate 
the way Kentuckians and rap-
pers really keep the English 
language alive by warping it 
any direction they choose. 
Somewhere along the his-
tory of American literature, 
most of the books you see 
on the shelves at Barnes & 
Noble stopped doing such 
interesting things with 
language. 

Q: Does the book 
fall into a specific 
genre?
A: I would 
call it exper-
i m e n t a l . 
Wr i t e r ’s 
B l o c k , 
the cam-
pus writ-
ing club 
I sponsor, 
brought poet Kim Gek 
Lin Short to campus in April, 
and she defined her writing as 
experimental because she tends 
to begin by asking, “How can I 
do this differently?” I like that 

definition. It sounds like what 
I was doing when I wrote this 
book.
 I’ve developed a new course 
— ENG 313: Creative Writing, 
Experimental — that lets Rider 
students explore the history 
and techniques of this kind of 

approach. 

Q: Are there any particular writ-
ers who influenced this novel?
A: I wrote a lot of the stories 

while I was traveling around 
the country doing readings to 
promote my earlier books, and 
since I was traveling with other 
writers like Joe Meno and Al 
Burian, I can see little moments 
of their styles weave their way 
into the book. The best thing 
about doing readings with oth-
er authors is that we end up try-

ing to impress each other. 

Q: How long 
did it take you 
to write The 
Novelist and 
the Rapper? 
What was 
your writing 
process?
A: [It took] 
five years 
or so to put 

together the 
collection as pub-
lished. A few stories 

I wrote that long ago, but 
most of them are much 
more recent. Plenty of 
others I dropped by the 

roadside along the way. I wrote 
something like 40 stories and 
put 24 in the book.

Q: Where can students buy the 

book?
A: Good independent book-
stores (and their websites) like 
Brickbat Books in Philly or 
Atomic Books in Baltimore. Or, 
if you like to read on an elec-
tronic device, go to my website 
and you can get the e-book 
for $5 or a PDF for free. You 
can also watch a video of me 
reading the title story with the 
rapper Traum Diggs beatbox-
ing. As far as we know, it was 
the first time anyone has read 
a short story with a beatboxer.

Q: You are on sabbatical for the 
spring 2012 semester. Is there 
any particular reason why?
A: Rider was kind enough to 
offer me a semester away from 
teaching so that I could work 
on a new book. I’m actually 
writing two new books: a new 
memoir about growing up in 
Kentucky, and a biography of 
the rap star Ol Dirty Bastard. 
I’ll be back to teaching in the 
fall. Cover art for The Novelist and The Rapper

courtesy of Dr. Hess, 
designed by alumnus Steve Sachs
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 The Rider cheerlead-
ing team proved itself to be 
more than just fan entertain-
ment. They showed a com-
petitive side last weekend 
winning the American Cheer 
and Dance, Reach the Beach 
All Star and College National 
Championship in Ocean City, 
Md.  
 The team competed against 
eight other colleges in a two-day 
competition. Rider performed 
routines such as stunts, tum-
bling, jumping and dancing 
each day. Teams were judged 
on how well they executed their 
stunts and performed routines.
 Rider Coach Cherie 
Voorhees was proud of her team 
members after dealing with 
challenges leading up to the 
tournament.
 “We dealt with having to 
practice at an off-campus facil-
ity because of renovations in 
Alumni Gym and losing one 
of our members to injury the 
day before we left,” Voorhees 

said. “Through it all, they kept 
focused on what had to be 
done. It says a lot that they 
could end with such success.”
 The competition allowed  
Rider to show young all-star 
and high school teams the 
cheerleading program Rider has 
to offer.
 “It is also a great way to give 
exposure to our school by per-

forming in front of hundreds of 
other all-star and school cheer 
programs who see us and ask 
about Rider,” Voorhees said. 
“We even had all-star programs 
chanting ‘Rider’ the second day 
of competition.”
  Junior Kristen Terpstra was 
overjoyed that the team won 
the event after not winning it as 
a freshman.

 “All the girls gave it their 
all and had as much fun with 
it as possible,” Terpstra said. 
“My freshman year we didn’t 
win first place but the experi-
ence was just as extraordinary. 
However, this time coming off 
the mat I was in instant tears. 
We improved so much in one 
night just by coming together 
as a team and putting the stress 

behind us.”
 Freshman Allison Pron 
looks forward to what lies 
ahead for the Rider cheerlead-
ers in years to come.
 “You can’t really say what 
will come next year, but we do 
hope to continue to compete 
and look into more compe-
titions,” Pron said. “We will 
try new and harder skills and 
perfect the ones we already pos-
sess.”
 Ultimately, Voorhees was 
ecstatic that her squad ended its 
season well.
 “I am extremely proud of 
our team this year for working 
hard all season,” Voorhees said. 
“All of the members were a 
part of making it happen. Not 
only by being on the floor last 
weekend, but by working hard, 
fundraising, attending practices 
and charity events and just by 
persevering to create that team 
dynamic that is needed to suc-
ceed. This is a memorable sea-
son that the 2011-12 Rider 
cheerleading team won’t soon 
forget.”

By Steven Eggert
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Earn summer credits at

STOCKTON 
COLLEGE

Stockton is an equal opportunity institution encouraging a diverse pool of applicants. 
See www.stockton.edu/affirmative_action

www.stockton.edu/summer

•  Eight different summer sessions with starting dates in May, June and July

• Discounted tuition and housing

•    Convenient class times, online and distance learning courses available

Life is calling.  How far will you go?

Peace Corps @ Rider University

Contact cjohnson@peacecorps.gov for more info.

INFO SESSION
Thursday, April 19th 

5:30PM - 7:00PM
BLC 245

INFO TABLE
Thursday, April 19th 
10:00AM - 2:00PM

BLC Lobby

peacecorps.gov                800.424.8580

like everything is falling into 
place. I’m also really glad that 
I’ve been able to contribute to 
the team like I had hoped to 
since freshman year.”
 Giovagnoli’s success this 
year helped her qualify for 
the ECAC Championships in 
the 1,000-meter and the mile.  
Hamer is proud that Giovagnoli 
has been able to recover and 
become such a huge part of the 
team’s success this season. 
 “I’m real proud of the fact 
that she was willing to persevere 
when things were not going well 
and having the faith in herself 
and her coach that she would 

be able to turn it around,” 
Hamer said. “[Heather] has 
overcome a lot of adversity to 
succeed and that is a testament 
to her character. She has made 
a large impact on the team this 
year [and] has competed at a 
very high level, which has the 
effect of setting the bar higher 
for others. She has been an 
integral part of raising the bar 
for the entire program. I have 
always known that she had the 
ability to compete at the level 
she is at right now. It was all 
about believing in herself and 
reestablishing confidence in her 
abilities.”

Cheerleading places first at major tourney

Courtesy of Cherie Voorhees

The Rider cheerleading team took the title at the American Cheer and Dance, Reach the Beach 
All-Star and College National Championship. The team beat out eight other schools to claim first.  

record doesn’t indicate the way 
he has pitched. 
 “To be honest, I could care 
less about my record,” Murphy 
said. “Don’t get me wrong — I 
want to win, but more than 
that I want to go out every start 
and do my job. My job is to go 
out there every first game of the 
series and set the tone, throw 
strikes and keep my team in 
the ball game. If I do that, then 
that is all I need.”
 It’s always easy to pinpoint 
one thing wrong when a team is 
going through a rough stretch, 
but the important thing is to 
play through it and try to prog-

ress each day.
 “[We need to] play bet-
ter, pitch better, catch the ball 
and have quality at-bats,” Davis 
said.
 Following the series at 
Fairfield, the Broncs will travel 
to West Long Branch, N.J., to 
take on the Monmouth Hawks.
 “Although our record does 
not show it, when everything 
comes together, we can play 
with anyone,” Murphy said.

BaseBall
Continued from p. 12

“They have been surprising 
some people by putting up 
some runs and having some 
decent hitters.”
 The Peahens are a confer-
ence rival, and even though 
they are only 3-24, the Broncs 
should look out for freshman 
Nicole Olmedo, the MAAC 
Rookie of the week who is cur-
rently batting .368. 
 “Conference is huge for us 
no matter what team it is,” 
Higgins said. “Playing against 
St. Peter’s just means they 
are the next step for us on 
our path towards the MAAC 
Tournament.”

softBall
Continued from p. 12
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Fourth year is the charm for Giovagnoli
 

 The sport of track and field 
is all about measurements: dis-
tances and times. How fast and 
far can someone run, how high 
can they jump and how far can 
they throw?  
 However, one thing that 
is beyond measure is the cour-
age and perseverance senior 
distance runner Heather 
Giovagnoli has shown to return 
to the sport she loves. She was 
constantly dealing with minor 
illnesses and injuries during her 
first three years at Rider, before 
her breakout senior year.
 “Since being at Rider, I’ve 
had plantar fasciitis, Achilles 
tendonitis and a stress reac-
tion in the top of my foot,” 
Giovagnoli said. “I also had the 
flu twice. The flu caused me to 
miss a cross country and indoor 
MAAC meet in two separate 
years, and the stress reaction 
in my foot caused me to miss 
another cross country MAAC 
meet.”
 Due to everything she  
needed to overcome, Giovagnoli 
doubted herself at times during 
her college career, but never 
gave up trying her best. She was 
frustrated by all she endured. 
 “Having had so many inju-
ries and getting sick was really 
difficult for me both physi-
cally and mentally,” Giovagnoli 
said. “Physically because I never 
felt like I was able to train 
enough to perform at my best 

and mentally because I lost so 
much confidence in myself. 
I was constantly comparing 
myself to the times I had run 
in high school and felt as if I 
was letting myself, teammates 
and coaches down. Overall, I 
was just frustrated. There were 
definitely times I had doubts, 
but I couldn’t imagine giving 
up the sport.”
 Head Coach Bob Hamer 
believes that health for distance 
runners, like Giovagnoli, is 
always tough because of how 
much they run and the physical 
exhaustion the body takes.  
 “It is always difficult to 
see someone struggle with inju-
ries,” Hamer said. “It is part of 
being a distance runner. The 
workload is great and it can 
be very stressful on the body. 
The key to success is consis-
tent training for long periods 
of time. It was very difficult 
to watch her struggle at times, 
but we talked a lot about how 
you have to fight through the 
adversity and the payoff can be 
huge down the road.”
  Hamer also mentioned that  
Giovagnoli’s injuries made him 
think about coaching her indi-
vidually. He needed to think 
about his style of coaching so 
she could recover.      
 “She also caused me to take 
a look at what I was doing from 
a coaching perspective and 
make the necessary changes that 
would improve her chances of 
being successful,” Hamer said.  
“We try to not be a one size 

fits all program. We understand 
that everyone is different and 
sometimes we need to approach 
training that way as well.”
 It was surprising for 
Giovagnoli to be injury-prone 
at Rider because she claimed 
that she didn’t have a history 
of injuries in high school. She 
believed that the adjustment 
period from high school to col-
lege provided a challenge for 
her.
 “In high school, I can hon-
estly say I was never injured,” 
she said. “Everyone gets a little 
banged up here and there but 
I never had to sit out for more 
than a day or two.  I think com-
ing into college I had trouble 
adjusting to the higher mileage, 
which was something I wasn’t 
used to in high school. I also 
learned that by living in a dorm 
room and being surrounded 
by germs, my immune system 
was pretty weak, which explains 
having to miss a few meets due 
to illness.”
 Giovagnoli has distanced 
herself from inconsistencies and 
left her troubles miles behind 
her. In 2012 alone, she has a 
list of achievements that many 
track athletes may never fulfill 
in their entire career.  
 At the Lafayette 7-Way on 
April 1, she set a Rider record 
in the 3,000-meter. About a 
month earlier, at the ECAC 
Championships, she set anoth-
er Rider record in the mile. 
In addition, she also holds 
the record for running the 

1,000-meter, and to top it off, 
she won Rider female Athlete of 
the Month in February. 
 Giovagnoli is excited and 
relieved that she has been able 
to accomplish a lot in her senior 
year, and finally feels that her 

hard work toward recovery has 
paid off.
 “It’s the best feeling in the 
world,” she said. “I couldn’t be 
happier with the way this year 
has been going. It finally feels 

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Senior Heather Giovagnoli has had a strong season. She broke 
Rider records in the 3,000-meter, the 1,000-meter and the mile.  

Track and field running strong into Colonial Relays

 
 

 After the men and women 
found different ways to suc-
ceed at the Lafayette 7-Way, 
the track and field team will 
travel to William and Mary to 
compete at the Colonial Relays 
this weekend.
 At the Lafayette 7-Way, the 
men placed second while the 
women finished in fifth.
 According to Head Coach 
Bob Hamer, the team started 
out the season well, and he was 
pleased with the results.
 “I was looking for a great 
effort and I felt that we had 
that in most event areas,” he 
said.
  The Lafayette 7-Way pro-
duced many noteworthy per-
formances from the Broncs. 
For the men, freshman George 
Solujich placed first in the shot 
put (49’9”) and the discus 
(156’5”). His performance with 
the discus also qualified him for 
the IC4As.
 “Solujich is having a great 
freshman year,” Hamer said.
 Junior James Burroughs 

placed first in the 110-meter 
hurdles and junior David 
Hightower finished second. 
Both earned IC4A qualifying 
times for their performance.
 “The men’s hurdlers were 
very impressive,” Hamer said. 
“They have a lot of confidence 
right now and it shows in com-

petition.”
 Other accomplishments on 
the men’s side include Burroughs 
winning the 400-meter inter-
mediate hurdles and freshman 
Jonathan Galya placing first in 
the high jump.
 For the women’s side, 
junior Mia Riley won the 

100-meter and the 200-meter 
dash.
 “Mia has continued her 
consistent success in the sprints, 
showing up every meet ready to 
compete,” Hamer said.
 Senior Heather Giovagnoli 
set a Rider record in the 
3,000-meter, earning a first 

place time of 9:59.83.
 “I was really excited and a 
little shocked with my time in 
the [3,000-meter],”  Giovagnoli 
said. “It’s not really an event I 
train for, but I did pretty well 
in it in high school and wanted 
to give it a shot. I didn’t think I 
would break 10 minutes.”
 At the Colonial Relays, the 
Broncs will be competing with 
50 other teams that were invit-
ed.
 “We expect to raise our per-
formance to the increased level 
of competition we will experi-
ence at that meet,” Hamer said.
 Many of the athletes will 
be working towards qualifying 
for IC4As, while Giovagnoli 
strives for a school record in the 
1500.
 “I’m also going to run a 
relay or two, and hopefully we 
can run some fast times in 
those as well,” she said.
 Both teams will be going 
against tough schools at this 
event.
 “We are ready to compete 
and get an opportunity to test 
ourselves against some great 
competition,” Hamer said. 

TRACK AND FIELD

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Junior sprinter Mia Riley won the 100-meter and the 200-meter at the Lafayette 7-way last 
weekend. Riley was recognized as the MAAC Performer of the Week for her accomplishments.
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 The Broncs head north for 
the weekend as the team looks 
to flip the switch and turn it on 
against MAAC rival Fairfield 
this weekend. The series 
begins with a doubleheader on 
Saturday with games set for 
noon and 3:30 p.m., followed 
by a game on Monday at noon.
 Rider (7-20, 2-4 MAAC) 
extended its losing streak to 
six consecutive games with a 
2-1 loss to NJIT on Tuesday. 
The Broncs have been through 
ups and downs this season, but 
with 28 regular season games 
remaining, including 16 at 
home, the season is far from 
over.
 “We have to keep at it,” 
Head Coach Barry Davis said. 
“It’s easy when things are going 
well. When they are not, we 
find out who has the charac-
ter and ability to work out of 
it.” 
 Fairfield (11-17, 2-4 
MAAC) comes into the week-
end off a 9-0 win against 
Fordham on Tuesday. The 
Stags and Broncs have had their 
share of struggles, as both teams 
endured tough road-heavy 
schedules to start the season. 
While neither teams’ records 

may show it, both squads have 
showed their abilities in spurts 
this season. 
 “The key to the series 
this weekend is for us to put 
everything together as a team,” 
junior Tyler Smith said. “We 
are showing flashes of brilliance 

but then we kill it by making 
mistakes and not playing to 
the best of our abilities. If we 
can put a full nine-inning game 
together and play as hard as we 
can, while eliminating the mis-
takes, we will win.”
 Smith is listed as the team’s 

closer, but has pitched 24 2/3 
innings in 15 appearances, 
displaying his versatility and 
importance to team. Smith has 
punched out 21 batters, while 
only allowing four free passes 
and posting a 1.82 ERA. 
 “Baseball is a strange game,” 

Smith said. “Anything can hap-
pen at any time. It is our duty 
as a pitching staff to allow less 
runs than we score as a team, 
no matter what the number.”
 Rider has shown what it is 
capable of in each aspect of the 
game, but the Broncs’ biggest 
woe has been the lack of consis-
tency.
 “I am not sure if it is 
improvement we need,” sopho-
more Mike Murphy said. “We 
have good players and coaches, 
but what we need is consis-
tency.”
 Each game is an oppor-
tunity to turn things around, 
but the sooner things come 
together, the better.
 “This weekend’s games 
are very important so we can 
bounce back from last week-
end,” Murphy said. “For the 
remainder of the season, it 
won’t be so much about who 
we are facing, but moreso about 
ourselves, our mindset and exe-
cution as a team.”
 Murphy has seen the 
same success this season on 
the mound as Smith. The 6’2” 
righthander has lived up to 
expectations after being red-
shirted and sitting out last sea-
son. Murphy’s 2.09 ERA is the 
best among starting pitchers in 
the MAAC. However, his 1-3 

David Pavlak/The Rider News

Senior Rachael Matreale fires a pitch in Rider’s 6-3 victory 
against Lehigh in game one of  Wednesday’s doubleheader.

Rocky RideR
Broncs lose sixth straight prior to three-game set at Fairfield

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Freshman David Hafer pitched six strong innings, allowing two earned runs, while striking out 
eight in Rider’s 2-1 loss to NJIT on Tuesday. The lefty has 16 strikeouts this season in three starts.

Rider beats 20-win Lehigh before weekend 

By Corey Donetz

By Jenni Chiarello

SOFTBALL
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 The Broncs took on the 
Lehigh Mountain Hawks at 
home on Wednesday in a dou-
bleheader.  Lehigh (20-14, 4-0 
Patriot) came into the match-
up with a six-game winning 
streak.  However, Rider (12-
19-1, 2-1 MAAC), fresh off 
its recent sweep of Manhattan, 
entered the contests on the 
upswing and it showed. 
 Led by the efforts of recent 
MAAC Pitcher of the Week, 
senior Rachael Matreale, the 
Broncs ended Lehigh’s six-game 
winning streak with a 6-3 vic-
tory in the day cap of the dou-
bleheader. Rider was unable to 
convert the sweep as it dropped 
game two, 5-2.   
 “Lehigh is very good every 
year,” Matreale said. “Games 
where we are not supposed to 
beat the other team are the 
most fun to me because we just 
get to go out there and show 
people what we can do. Most 

people don’t think much of our 
team and it is nice that we have 
been proving a lot of teams 
wrong this year.”
 In the opening game, the 
offense was led by standout 
freshman Allysen Breeden, who 
hit a three-run blast in the fifth 
inning. Junior Alyssa Paul con-
tributed with two RBI singles, 
and junior Sam Pugh added on 
an RBI double.    
 “The offensive performance 
for our team was great,” senior 
Lucy Higgins said. “You can 
definitely see that our hitting is 
getting better each game.”
 Higgins registered one of 
Rider’s 11 hits as the Broncs’ 
one through six batters com-
bined for 10 hits and all six 
RBIs.
 “We hit the ball hard today 
and made things happen and 
that is what we need to do to 
get ready for conference [play],” 
Matreale said.
 Matreale threw a complete 
game, while striking out six for 
her 11th victory of the year.
 “The pitching is doing 

great for us this year,” Higgins 
said.  “Rachael, [sophomore] 
Krysti [Maronski] and [senior] 
Kelsey [Krisch] are doing what 
they have to do to keep us in 
these games.” 
 Game two started off in 
the Broncs’ favor with an RBI 
single from Breeden, but the 
Mountain Hawks answered 
back with three runs in the top 
of the second inning to take the 
lead. 
 Rider scored one more run 
on a double steal from junior 
Heather Muscara, but Lehigh 
tacked on two more runs in the 
sixth inning to seal the deal. 
 “I always want to win both 
games, but with this being a 
non-conference game against a 
very good team, I am proud of 
the way we played,” Matreale 
said.
 The Broncs look to come 
back full force when they take 
on St. Peter’s in a doubleheader 
on Saturday at 1 p.m. at Rider. 
 “St. Peter’s is a team we 
need to sweep,” Matreale said. 

See Baseball, p. 10

See Softball, p. 10
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