
A familiar face will make a 
reappearance at Rider as Steven 
Lorenzet is named the new 
dean of the College of Business 
Administration (CBA). 
 Lorenzet, the former asso-
ciate dean of Rider’s CBA 
program and current dean of 
Kean University’s Nathan Weiss 
Graduate College, will become 
the ninth dean of the business 
school. He will also be a profes-
sor of human resource manage-
ment.
 Lorenzet attributed his 
return partially to his experi-
ences with former colleagues 
and students.
 “It was a combination 
of several factors that drew 
me back to Rider,” Lorenzet 
said. “During my previous ten-

Changes to the way stu-
dents access their online infor-
mation are being put into 
action with the next phase of 
the Banner project and launch 
of myRider, according to staff 
members at Rider’s Office 
of Information Technology 
(OIT).
 Beginning today, stu-
dents will be able to use the 
myRider web portal to eas-
ily access student, course and 
financial information, keep 
updated on campus events and 
news and use services such as 
Blackboard and Webmail, all 
in one place. Once students 
log in to myRider with their 
Easypass account, they won’t 
have to type their username 
and password again to get to 
Blackboard and Webmail.  

 This is due to myRider’s 
“single sign-on,” according to 
Jan Friedman-Krupnick, assis-
tant vice president of Student 
Affairs. MyRider has many 
direct links to important infor-
mation, including the open 
course list for the Fall 2012 
semester, grades and campus 
contacts.
 “Everything a student 
needs is now all in one place,” 
Friedman-Krupnick said. 
“Students won’t have to search 
all around the web anymore 
since there will be links to 
everything from their myRider 
page.”
 MyRider is part of the 
Banner system, the “enterprise 
system that handles univer-
sity administrative business 
processes,” including financial 

Containing the Contagion
Rider attempts to prevent spread of norovirus 

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News
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Online information 
renovations take-off

Rider returnee, Lorenzet, 
appointed as dean of CBA

In an attempt to prevent cross contamination between possibly infected students and food 
served in Dalys,  Aramark staff use trays as a barrier against the highly contagious norovirus. 

Soon-to-be Dean of the College of Business Administration, Ste-
ven Lorenzet, will assume his title on July 1, 2012. 
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A cumulative total of 186 
students have been infected 
with the norovirus since the 
outbreak began on Feb. 8, 
according to Dan Higgins, 
executive director of University 
Communications.

New cases of the virus con-
tinue to decrease slowly as only 
22 cases have been confirmed 
on the Lawrenceville campus 
this week.
 Although three students on 
the Westminster Choir College’s 
(WCC) campus were reported 
as exhibiting symptoms of the 
virus, no cases at WCC have 
been confirmed.

Rider is trying to curb the 
spread of the virus through 
newly instituted prevention 
methods and normal day-to-
day activities.  

 Rider has officially deemed 
the norovirus the cause of the 
widespread illness that has 
plagued campus beginning 
Feb. 8. The source of the virus 
remains unknown because of 
the very contagious nature of the 
illness, according to University 
Communications. Outbreaks 
have also been reported state-
wide, making the virus non-
exclusive to Rider and the sur-
rounding areas. 
 According to  The College 
of New Jersey’s (TCNJ) 
Associate Vice President for 
Communications and College 
Relations Matt Golden, seven 
to eight cases of norovirus-like 
symptoms have been reported 
but the students have not tested 
positive for the norovirus.
 Following discussion with 
state and local health officials, 
Rider did not cancel classes or 
campus events.

By Rachel Stengel 
and Katie Zeck 
stengelr@theridernews.com
zeckk@theridernews.com
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Education Career Fair 2012
Presented by the Rider University Office of Career Services

Thursday, March 1, 2012 • 1 to 5 p.m.
Bart Luedeke Center

Cavalla Room

Dress professionally • Bring plenty of resumés

Attention Education Majors!

Questions? Call the Office of Career Services
www.rider.edu/careerservices • 609-896-5000 ext. 7488

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Photo of the Week
Enthusiastic freshman Carrie Lettiere cheers on the men’s basketball team during  Wednes-
day night’s game against Iona. Lettiere led the crowd with her energetic dance moves to 
the song  “Jump On It.”  To read more about the results of the game, check out “Gael Force 
Winds: Undermanned Rider battles but falls to Iona before BracketBuster contest” on p. 12. 
To have your Rider-themed photo featured as “Photo of the Week,” email sarlom@rider.edu.

✍
The 
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Contribute to  

The Rider News and be 
a feature writer, blogger, 

photographer, or videographer 
and build your portfolio!

Meetings are held every Monday 
at 5:30 in Ridge House basement.

Want to write for

?

Don’t miss our blogs about 
music, fashion, studying 

abroad, the freshman 
experience and various other 

subjects on our website!
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“We’ve been meeting with 
the state, county and local 
departments of health on a 
daily basis since Thursday [Feb. 
9],” Campbell said. “We’re 
working very closely with all of 
them. There has not been a rec-
ommendation to close campus 
or cancel classes from them so 
we’re proceeding that way.”
 Some students reacted neg-
atively to the decision to con-
tinue with classes and events as 
scheduled.
 “I’m aggravated classes 
weren’t cancelled,” said sopho-
more Lark Stagnitto. “That just 
[means] more and more [people 
are] getting sick. I love how 
Dalys is now sanitizing every-
thing. They should’ve done this 
from day one.”
 According to the State of 
New Jersey Department of 
Health and Senior Services, in 
order to verify the diagnosis 
of a gastrointestinal illness, at 
least two laboratory confirmed 
cases are required to validate the 
source of an outbreak.
 “There were five samples 
and five out of five came back 
[positive as the norovirus],” 
said Dean of Students Anthony 
Campbell. “So that’s good. We 
know what we’re dealing with.”
 With the continuation of 
a normal schedule, Rider made 
sure to take new precautions 
to prevent further spread of 
the virus, specifically at Dalys 
and the faculty dining hall on 
Monday.
 “We’re going to protocol 
the dining halls [just for the 
duration of the virus] where 
there’s no self-serve so that we 
can keep cross contamination 
from students to the food at a 
minimum,” Campbell said. 
 No changes to the dining 
services at Cranberry’s or the 
Bronc Diner have been insti-
tuted because staff serving is 
already in place at the two facil-
ities, Higgins said.
 Sophomore Marcella 
Scalise said she is not a fan of 
the new serving system.
 “I honestly don’t like that 
Dalys is no longer self-serve,” 

Scalise said. “Sure, it’s more 
sanitary, but it’s annoying. It 
takes even longer for me to get 
my food in between classes than 
it did before.”
 Sophomore Dan McSwain 
thinks the new serving system 
will help prevent the spread of 
the virus.  
 “I like the fact that the 
food quality has been notice-
ably better since there is no lon-
ger self-serve,” McSwain said. 
“That’s a definite plus, along 
with the fact that it minimizes 
the amount that any germs, 
norovirus or otherwise, can be 
spread.”
 In addition to the new 
dining service protocol, about 
2,000 personal hand sanitizers 
were distributed across the two 
campuses; however, they are 
not an adequate replacement 
for hand washing, Campbell 
said.
 Hand washing is key to 
the prevention of the norovirus 
because it is transferred through 
infected surfaces.
 “It is not an airborne virus,” 
Campbell said. “It is transmit-
ted by touching, touching your 
hands [to a contaminated sur-
face] then putting your hands 
into your mouth, your nose or 
your eyes.” 
 Students are advised to 
return home to recuperate 
whenever possible. Ill students 
and their roommates should 
notify Residence Life staff, 
who will ensure UNICCO 
cleans and sanitizes their room, 
Higgins said. 
 Senior Marissa DiPilla said 
that she became very cautious 
after she heard of the virus out-
break.
 “I’m kind of a hypochon-
driac, so I went home and 
washed my hands a lot more,” 
she said. “I tried to open doors 
with my sleeve, and didn’t share 
anything with anyone at all.”
 In addition to sanita-
tion precautions, the Health 
Center has added additional 
beds and has remained avail-
able for 24-hour care since last 
Thursday. 
 “There are four new beds 
at the Health Center, so that’s 
a total of eight,” Higgins said. 
“We still have Conover set 

up with 12 beds as overflow 
when we need it. That has not 
been necessary since we moved 
everything over to the Student 
Health Center [on Monday].”
 Despite efforts to avoid 
spread of the virus, a few mem-
bers of the Canisius women’s 
basketball team became ill after 
they played at the Rider home 
game last Friday, according to 
Terry Zah, head coach of the 
Canisius women’s basketball 
team.
 “We had eight people in 
my travel party who got sick in 
the days following the game,” 
Zah said. “I believe there were 
some other parents, but I don’t 
have a firm number on that.”
 According to Canisius’ 
Dean of Students Dr. Terri L. 
Mangione, a gastrointestinal ill-
ness is present at the college, 
but he did not confirm whether 
or not it is the norovirus. 
 “This time of year there 
are many viral illnesses circu-
lating in communities and on 
college campuses,” Mangione 
said. “The Student Health 
Center and the Department of 
Athletics confirms we are see-
ing viral illnesses of these types 
among our students and ath-
letes. Cases this year are similar 
to what has been seen in previ-
ous winter months.”
 Canisius officials declined 
to verify whether these students 
became ill as a result of attend-

ing the game against Rider last 
Friday. 
 The University responded 
to the incident stating that 
passing on the virus to another 
school is something it absolute-
ly regrets. Higgins declined to 
comment further on the issue.
 Since the incident, Rider 
has instituted a new policy that 
restricts ill students from play-
ing or participating in a game 
for at least 72 hours after expe-
riencing symptoms of the virus. 
Opponent colleges are also 
being informed of the policy, 
according to Higgins. 
 Senior Kevin Noon said 
that the new policy will benefit 
the team ultimately, since the 
loss of three players and two 
student managers for the men’s 
basketball team. 
 “From an athletics stand-
point, I think it’s a good poli-
cy,” Noon said. “You don’t want 
anyone on the team getting sick 
when you’re in season. It hurts 
us that we lost some key play-
ers, but at the same time it’s 
good to know that no one else 
on the team is going to be sick.”
 The university encourag-
es students to practice good 
hygiene to prevent the spread of 
the virus and to avoid sharing 
drinks, food, utensils or cups.
 For more updates on the 
norovirus, be sure to visit 
www.theridernews.com.
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Security BriefS
Rebound mishap

 An accident on the bas-
ketball courts in the Student 
Recreation Center (SRC) left 
one male player down and 
out on Wednesday, Feb. 8. 
 At 12:01 p.m., Public 
Safety was called to the SRC 
by a gym staff member for a 
medical emergency. 
 Upon arrival, the officer 
noticed that a student was 
holding an ice pack under 
his right eye. The victim 
reported that while playing 
basketball, another student 
elbowed the victim in the 
face. The officer examined 
the student’s face and noticed 
a small laceration under his 
right eye. 
 Public Safety offered to 
call an ambulance as trans-
portation to the hospital for 
further treatment but the stu-
dent said that a friend would 
take him. 

All choked up

 Public Safety respond-
ed to a call from the Bart 
Luedeke Center (BLC) on 
Thursday, Feb. 9, when a 
student reportedly start-
ed choking in front of the 
Information Desk. 
 When officers arrived at 
the BLC at 12:45 p.m., the 
student was conscious and no 
longer choking. Several staff 
members on scene at the inci-
dent stated that the victim 
was eating onion rings when 
he began to violently choke.  
 One female staff mem-
ber attempted to dislodge the 
food by administering back 
blows. The student was able 
to stop choking by spitting 
up the food.

Mad science

 A science experiment 
gone wrong caused one stu-
dent to experience harsh eye 
irritation. 
 On Wednesday, Feb. 8, 
at 4:19 p.m., Public Safety 
reported to the Science 
Building and met with a stu-
dent who got chemicals in 
his eyes while conducting an 
experiment. The male resi-
dent victim reported that a 
hazardous gas escaped from a 
cylinder and got in his eyes. 
 He immediately flushed 
his eyes out with water. The  
victim told Public Safety offi-
cers that his eyes were burn-
ing and his nose was run-
ning. Public Safety notified 
an ambulance who took the 
student to a nearby hospital. 

Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.

ViruS
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Another precautionary measure taken by Aramark is individu-
ally wrapping each piece of fruit to prevent contamination.

ure at Rider I worked with great 
colleagues both within and 
beyond the College of Business 
Administration. The idea of 
working with them again was 
very appealing. I had many 
great experiences with Rider 
students, both undergraduate 
and graduate. The opportunity 
to interact with Rider’s students 
again was very attractive.”
 Lorenzet will be taking the 
position of the man who first 
hired him, Dr. Larry Newman, 

the current dean of the CBA, 
who has held the position since 
2004. 
 Lorenzet said he is happy 
to come full circle in his career 
with Newman. 
 “Dean Newman took 
a chance on me when he 
appointed me associate dean 
at an early stage in my career,” 
Lorenzet said. “With that in 
mind, becoming his successor 
feels great and I believe helps 
validate the faith he showed in 
me when he named me associ-
ate dean.”
 Despite Lorenzet’s hectic 
future schedule, his primary 
goal is to make his office open 

to Rider students.
 “I would like [students] to 
know that although I’m sure I 
will be very busy, I will be as 
accessible as possible,” Lorenzet 
said.  “I look forward to getting 
to know them and learning 
about their hopes and career 
goals.”
 Lorenzet’s return to Rider 
has already resulted in posi-
tive feedback from former and 
future coworkers — for all of 
which he is very grateful.
 “I have received numer-
ous congratulatory emails and 
phone calls from Rider faculty, 
administrarors, staff, advisory 
board members and even stu-

dents,” Lorenzet said.  
 Donald Steven, provost 
and vice president of academ-
ic affairs, said he is delighted 
about Lorenzet’s return.
 “It’s a real pleasure to wel-
come Steve back to Rider where 
he earned the admiration and 
respect of so many colleagues 
during his earlier time here as 
associate dean,” Steven said in 
the email. “Dr. Lorenzet has 
told me that he is honored to 
accept the opportunity to serve 
as dean and that he looks for-
ward greatly to working with 
his colleagues in the CBA and 
across the university in the years 
ahead.”

Dean
Continued from p. 1
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Up ...
Coming 

Friday, Feb. 17
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
8 p.m., BLC Theater

Bronc Bingo, 10 p.m., Dalys 

Saturday, Feb. 18
Rider University Cinematheque, 
10 a.m., Sweigart Auditorium

A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
2 p.m., BLC Theater

Shannon J. Murphy Organ Recital,
7 p.m., Bristol Hall Chapel

A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
8 p.m., BLC Theater

Sunday, Feb. 19
Lynette Lombard: Paintings, 
12 p.m., Art Gallery

A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
2 p.m., BLC Theater

Westminster Jubliee Singers, 
4 p.m., Bristol Hall Chapel

Monday, Feb. 20
President’s Day 

Tuesday, Feb. 21
Lynette Lombard: Paintings, 
11 a.m., Art Gallery

Grad School Workshops and 
Practice Exams, 11:30 a.m., 
Sweigart 117

Wednesday, Feb. 22
Ash Wednesday

Lynette Lombard: Paintings, 
11 a.m., Art Gallery

Leadership and the Law,
5:30 p.m., Sweigart 208

Thursday, Feb. 23
Lynette Lombard: Paintings, 
11 a.m., Art Gallery

Grad School Workshops and 
Practice Exams, 11:30 a.m., 
Sweigart 110

Leadership and the Sciences,
11:30 a.m., SRC Seminar Room

Leadership and the Sciences,
5:30 p.m., North 202

Eun Sook Jun Organ Recital,
7 p.m., Bristol Hall Chapel

Color of Music,
7 p.m., Yvonne Theater

Compiled by Rachel Stengel
To list your event, e-mail
ridernews@rider.edu

myRideR
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New system strives to find roommate compatibility 

A new housing selection 
system hopes that e-harmony 
between incoming freshmen 
and their potential roommates 
will lead to actual harmony for 
the 2012 fall semester.  
 StarRez is an automated 
online housing software pro-
gram that aims to ease the pro-
cess and satisfaction of housing 
selection, according to Cindy 
Threatt, associate dean for 
Residential Programs. 
  “Students can go online 
and pick their own roommate, 
building and room,” Threatt 
said. “It will replace meetings 
and paperwork; it’s all manual 
and a self-serve environment.”
 StarRez allows students to 
create a profile, which asks the 
same questions that are pro-
vided by the current system: 
whether you smoke or can live 
with a smoker, what your sleep-
ing habits are, whether you are 
neat or messy and your music 

preference. Once the profile is 
created, freshmen can either 
send a request that is subject 
to approval to potential room-
mates or allow StarRez to find 
other profiles that have a high 
match percentage to their own. 
 Freshman Jade Morton 
said she thinks the addition 
of StarRez will be a benefit to 
incoming freshmen.
 “I think this program is 
a great idea,” Morton said. 
“Hopefully, it can help students 
find the perfect roommate for 
them and make the housing 
process much easier.” 
 The program is similar to 
online dating sites, according to 
Threatt.
 “It has a match.com sort of 
feel,” she said. 
 Residence Life is working 
on generating even more ques-
tions to narrow down students’ 
matches, Threatt said.
 “We’re open to feedback 
about what questions should 

be asked, whether they’re help-
ful in picking a roommate or if 
they need to be known to pick 
a roommate,” she said. 
 Freshman Kristin Hill said 
there should be other factors 
to consider when choosing a 
roommate.
 “I think they should ask 
more than whether you smoke 
or not or what music you lis-
ten to,” Hill said. “Roommates 
aren’t just based on that.”
 Though incoming fresh-
men will be the only group to 
use StarRez for the 2012-2013 
school year, it will expand to 
all residents for the 2013-2014 
school year. Current residents 
will use the present system to 
apply for housing this year, but 
their data will be put into the 
StarRez system for next year.
 Starting Feb. 20, incoming 
freshmen can pay their housing 
deposits online and begin to 
make their profiles on StarRez. 
 “Between February and 

June, the new students will be 
able to log on and see the pro-
files of other students and get 
to know them,” Threatt said. 
“And in June they will get an 
email with their lottery number 
and time when they can log on 
and select their roommates and 
rooms.” 
 Lottery numbers will still 
be given to students, including 
incoming freshmen. The num-
bers will dictate when students 
can log onto StarRez and select 
their buildings, rooms, room-
mates, learning programs and 
any other specific requests or 
needs that should be stated. 
 The lottery numbers are 
based on when students made 
their deposits and the term 
returning students started when 
first admitted to Rider, Threatt 
said. 
 The ultimate goal is to pro-
vide greater statisfaction among 
students during room selection, 
according to Threatt.

 “Other schools who use 
StarRez have said roommate 
conflicts reduce,” she said. 
“That is one of the things that 
so many students complain 
about.”
 An upperclass student 
wishing to remain anonymous 
said she is pleased with the 
changes being made to the sys-
tem, considering an unsavory 
experience she had as a fresh-
man.
 “I filled out that I like to 
sleep late on the weekends and 
I like to stay up late and I like 
to listen to music. You think, ‘If 
I fill this out I’ll be matched up 
with some else who likes to stay 
up a little bit later and wake up 
a little bit later.’ But no, I got 
paired with this girl who wrote 
on the housing contract that 
she wanted to be in bed at 9 
p.m. and she woke up so early. 
Why did I fill out that housing 
contract it I wasn’t going to be 
listened to?”

By Danielle Gittleman

processes, human resources, 
payroll, admissions and aca-
demic information, according 
to Carol Kondrach, associate 
vice president of Information 
Technology. She said Rider’s 
previous two systems were 
nearly obsolete, so for the past 
three years, the Banner replace-
ment has been underway and is 
scheduled to be completed in 
December of this year. 
 Along with Banner, myRid-
er has been in the works for 
some time, during which “many 
people have worked countless 
hours to develop [the website],” 
Kondrach said. MyRider has 
been shown to members of the 
Student Government to get 
their feedback on what students 

would want out of this new 
webpage.
 “We plan to have focus 
groups after myRider goes live 
to allow for further revisions,” 
Friedman-Krupnick said. 
 MyRider will be used 
instead of MyInfo for students’ 
course selection for the Fall 
2012 term, which begins on 
March 5. Students will be able 
to see whether or not they have 
been greenlighted by their 

advisers and if there are any 
holds preventing them from 
course selection. If there are 
holds, there will be links to 
tell students exactly where they 
need to go. Students also will be 
able to see if they have a balance 
due, a circumstance that can 
prevent them from scheduling 
their classes, and they will have 
the information they need to go 
to pay the balance and get the 
registration hold fixed.

 “I think the holds and 
greenlighting information is the 
best thing to help students with 
course selection,” Friedman-
Krupnick said.
 Sophomore Lindsay 
O’Mara said she is open to the 
new online changes.
 “I’ve heard that there was 
a new website coming and 
from what I’ve read about it, 
it seems like everything will be 
easier, especially when it comes 

to checking my email and 
Blackboard,” she said. “It might 
take some getting used to, but 
change is never a bad thing.”
 Friedman-Krupnick will 
be holding demonstrations on 
Tuesday, Feb. 21 and Thursday, 
March 1 in the Mercer Room 
to show students how to use the 
system and help ease their way 
into using it.
 Students will be able to 
personalize some aspects of 
their myRider page but it will 
already have custom features 
for each individual, including 
the information pertaining to a 
student’s major and adviser.
 “We’re all very excited 
about this significant enhance-
ment and we hope students will 
be too,” Friedman-Krupnick 
said. 

‘Everything a student needs is now all in 
one place.’

-Jan Friedman-Krupnick, assistant vice president of 
Student Affairs



 If the talent of the men’s 
and women’s basketball teams 
alone isn’t enough to get you to 
a game, perhaps the prospect of 
being rewarded for attending 
will.
 107.7 The Bronc has part-
nered with ABCO Federal 
Credit Union as well as both 
teams to design Launch-A-
Bronc, one of many charitable 
contests hosted by the station 
each year. 
 Game attendees can pur-
chase either one miniature 
basketball for $1 or seven for 
$5. At each game’s conclusion, 
those participating throw their 
basketballs and hope that they 
land within the set up targets. 
If successful, participants win 
prizes, like bookstore gift cards 
and restaurant certificates. 
All profits are donated to the 
American Cancer Society and 
Relay for Life.
 Though the idea is not nec-
essarily an original one, as The 
Trenton Thunder runs a similar 
contest for profit, The Bronc has 
already seen immense growth 
since its conception. Launch-A-
Bronc has been in play since the 
beginning of the season and has 
helped to increase crowd sizes, 
as people are content to stay 

until the game’s finish to see if 
they win.
 “It’s quite a large endeavor 
for 30 or so men’s and women’s 
basketball games,” said profes-
sor John Mozes, general man-
ager at 107.7 The Bronc. “We 
thought it would be some-
thing cool to do that would be 
interactive, that would change 
things up at the games and raise 
money for charity at the same 
time.”

 Junior John Duke, sports 
director for 107.7 The Bronc, 
is very proud of the success 
Launch-A-Bronc has achieved 
and notes many positive results 
since it began.
 “It has been a long process 
but it has been a great one as 
well,” he said. “Our goal is to 
raise as much money as possible 
for Relay for Life and we are 
over our original goal of $2,000 
with a few games to spare in the 

season.”
 Rider University has hosted 
numerous basketball–affiliated 
contests since Mozes has been in 
charge at the station, such as the 
half-court shot, Beat the Bronc 
and the Kids’ Uniform Race. 
Dean Campbell approached 
him last year and asked if the 
station could do something new 
to raise awareness for charitable 
organizations. Launch-A-Bronc 
has been popular, as a few of 

the games have even sold out of 
mini basketballs.
 “One female student has 
already won $140 in Bronc 
Bucks,” Mozes said.
 Some businesses that have 
donated money for prizes are 
Chili’s Bar and Grill, Chick-
Fil-A, Princeton Sports Bar 
& Grill, Rider Bookstore and 
Dining Services and Shady 
Brook Farm. Some prizes 
include tickets to see SILENCE! 
The Musical in New York City 
as well as to the Shady Brook 
Farm HorrorFest, Disney on 
Ice and the Trenton Titans’ 
games.
 The Launch-A-Bronc con-
test has already accumulated 
roughly $2,100 and those in 
command hope the program 
will earn, and maybe even sur-
pass, a $2,500 total. 
 “It has been a great project 
for 107.7 The Bronc, as we got 
to expose ourselves as a great 
community radio station by 
having such success in our first 
season with Launch-A-Bronc, 
when not many people had 
high expectations for it,” Duke 
said. “I hope that with our total 
from Launch-A-Bronc, we can 
help Relay for Life exceed their 
goal for this year as well.”
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From left to right, freshman Ryan Hanratty, sophomores Stephen Walters and Glen Lane, and 
junior Jimmy Magrann promote 107.7 The Bronc and Launch-A-Bronc simultaneously.

Radio station launches charitable contest

 One of the most recognizable faces 
on campus is furry and approximately 
five times the size of the average person’s. 
This face belongs to Rider’s mascot, the 
Bronc, and brings to mind five very 

basic questions: who, what, when, where 
and why?
 Luckily for those who are won-
dering, all of these questions can be 
answered — except for one, “who is 
behind the mask?”
 According to Karin Torchia, associ-
ate director of Aathletics for External 
Operations and Development, keeping 
the person within the costume a secret is 
“part of the mystique of the mascot.”
 “The students in the suit always tell 
me, ‘I feel like I can do whatever I want 
because no one knows it’s me,’” she said. 
“It gives our students the ability to be a 
little more crazy.”
 Although the Bronc is at the cen-
ter of most school-sponsored activities, 
the individual responsible for its dance 
moves and high energy is not the only 
mystery. Where the original idea for the 
mascot — there is only one other college 
whose mascot is a Bronc, University of 
Texas-Pan American — came from is 
also relatively unknown.
 Rider was first referred to as the 
“Rough Riders,” but after having dif-
ficulty writing the alliteration into head-
lines and stories, the media decided to 
shorten it to the Broncos because “a 
rough rider is a cowboy who rides on 
the back of a bucking bronco,” Torchia 
said. She added that Rider’s mascot went 
through its final name change when 

a typo brought it from “Bronco” to 
“Bronc.”
 The identity behind Rider’s mascot 
does not seem to matter during games, 
however, and most fans will agree that 
the energy and excitement in the room 
intensifies with all of the Bronc’s sponta-
neous dance routines and use of props.
 Breanne Pratt, a junior on Rider’s 
cheerleading squad, said that the Bronc 
brings something extra special to every 
event.
 “[The Bronc’s] energy during the 
games while we cheer on the sidelines 
helps us because [it] gets the crowd 
pumped up and makes the games more 
fun,” she said.
 Keenan Bailey, a junior on the dance 
team, agreed with Pratt, saying that per-
sonality makes the biggest difference.
 “Someone who takes on the chal-
lenge of the Bronc has to be an energetic 
person who isn’t afraid to go for it,” he 
said. “They should be someone who 
cherishes Rider because [the Bronc is] a 
symbol for the university.”
 Since the Bronc is such a recogniz-
able symbol of Rider, changes need to 
be made every once in a while to keep 
it looking its best, which is something 
Donte Carty, graduate assistant for ath-
letic marketing, knows plenty about.
 Last year, the Bronc’s entire appear-
ance was transformed from a worn-

down steed to a “feisty horse” — a 
term the tour guides have been told to 
use when describing what a Bronc is 
to potential students and their parents, 
according to Torchia.
 Carty was asked to take the reins of 
the project, deciding what the mascot 
was to look like and what company 
would bring the mascot he envisioned 
to life.
 “It really wasn’t us wanting it, but us 
needing it,” he said about the change.
 While the old suit can still be seen 
at certain community events, the brand 
new one is used at every athletic event 
— weather permitting.
 New suit or old, however, it still 
comes with challenges, such as the heat 
— which has gone down slightly because 
of new ice packs and fans within the 
uniform — and weight of the costume. 
For that reason, high energy and a will-
ingness to keep the Bronc’s permanent 
smile from seeming phony are necessary, 
no matter who is behind the mask.
 Fortunately, the individuals who 
put on the suit have impressed fans of 
the Bronc, proving they are well fit for 
the job.
 “The Bronc adds so much life to the 
dances and makes people laugh,” Bailey 
said. “When the Bronc and the dance 
team opened at Midnight MAACness I 
couldn’t help but yell and cheer.”

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

The Bronc rides a tricycle, a major 
crowd-pleaser at basketball games.

Bronc’s influence unaffected by unknown identity

By Lisa Henderson
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Children of Terror rehash horrors of The Holocaust

Best of the best cinematic talent rewarded in night of praise

 
 
 Soon it will be time to invite a man 
named Oscar into your home and with his 
presence comes the celebration of this past 
year’s achievements in motion pictures. 
It’s the 84th Annual Academy Awards 
ceremony – the night in Hollywood that 
everyone in show business eagerly antici-
pates, and said anticipation gets amped up 
as those in attendance wait to hear what 
names will be called from the envelopes.
 Among the diverse collection of mov-
ies this year was an ode to the silent film 
era, a group of bridesmaids engaged in 
uproariously funny shenanigans, a young 
boy’s adventures through a Parisian train 
station, an experimental look at the mean-
ing of life and magical midnights in the 
City of Lights.
 Best Original Screenplay Nominees: 
The Artist, Bridesmaids, Margin Call, 
Midnight in Paris and A Separation
 Should Win: Midnight in Paris – 
Woody Allen’s comedy follows an aspiring 
novelist, played by Owen Wilson, whose 
longing to live in 1920s Paris causes him 
to time travel every night at midnight, 
allowing him to meet many of his literary 
role models. 
 It’s a story about being influenced 
by past artistic achievements, while also 
learning to be inspired by and appreciate 
the beauty that your own era has to offer. 

The film successfully creates a festive and 
romantic view of a city that flourishes in 
its bountiful art.
 Best Actress Nominees: Glenn Close 
for Albert Nobbs, Viola Davis for The 
Help, Rooney Mara for The Girl With the 
Dragon Tattoo, Meryl Streep for The Iron 
Lady and Michelle Williams for My Week 
with Marilyn
 Should Win: Viola Davis (Doubt) for 
The Help – This could very well be Davis’ 
year after her convincing performance as 
a courageous and strong-minded maid in 

The Help. Davis was nominated for Best 
Supporting Actress in 2009 after spend-
ing just 12 minutes on screen in Doubt. If 
Davis was able to grab a nomination after 
just one scene, then she has a genuine shot 
at coming out on top in one of this year’s 
closest races.
 Best Actor Nominees: Demian Bichir 
for A Better Life, George Clooney for The 
Descendants, Jean Dujardin for The Artist, 
Gary Oldman for Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy 
and Brad Pitt for Moneyball
 Should Win: Jean Dujardin (The 
Clink of Ice) for The Artist – Although 
Clooney seemed to be the frontrunner 
at first, Dujardin has started to catch 
up after winning Best Actor at the SAG 
Awards. He plays a silent film actor in 
1920s Hollywood who refuses to work in 
talkies and ends up losing everything. He 
transports the audience into a lost world 
of filmmaking, giving the era a chance to 
live again after all these decades.
 Best Director Nominees: Woody 
Allen for Midnight in Paris, Michel 
Hazanavicius for The Artist, Terrence 
Malick for The Tree of Life, Alexander 
Payne for The Descendants and Martin 
Scorsese for Hugo
 Should Win: Michel Hazanavicius 
for The Artist – Since The Artist is a silent 
film, Hazanavicius had to make sure that 
each member of the cast had their ges-
tures and expressions down pat since 
the movie could not rely on dialogue. 

Hazanavicius does a magnificent job mak-
ing that happen and has created a silent 
film that appeals to generations that have 
been without such films. That’s a movie 
miracle.
 Best Picture Nominees: The Artist, 
The Descendants, Extremely Loud and 
Incredibly Close, The Help, Hugo, Midnight 
in Paris, Moneyball, The Tree of Life and 
War Horse
 Should Win: The Artist – This film 
was a risky project from the start: a 
silent, black-and-white film with unfa-
miliar stars. As of now it has earned close 
to $25 million domestically. While that’s 
not enough to make it a hit, it’s still a 
respectable amount, given that the movie 
was only released in approximately 900 
theaters.
 It was the most nominated film at 
the Golden Globes, winning three of the 
six awards it was up for. With 10 Oscar 
nominations, it’s the movie to beat. The 
Artist is a golden example of being able to 
say so much with so little.
 Although many of the major catego-
ries have predictable winners, there is still 
a chance for a surprise here and there, like 
when The King’s Speech won Best Picture 
over The Social Network last year. The past 
year has produced numerous films that 
deserve recognition, but until Oscar night 
is over, no one knows for sure which ones 
will go home with awards.

 
  
  
  
 One is a German Jew. The other is a 
Polish Catholic. One now lives in Jamaica, 
Queens. The other in the Hamptons. One 
is single. The other is married with four 
children.
 Their two backgrounds could not be 
more different, but they do share one very 
important thing in common: both are 
children of terror.
 On Thursday, Feb. 9, Rider University 
hosted a screening of a documentary 
entitled Children of Terror. The film is 
based on a 2009 book of the same name 
written by two holocaust survivors, Inge 
Auerbacher and Bozenna Urbanowicz 
Gilbride. Dr. Shawn Kildea, an assistant 
professor in the department of commu-
nication and journalism at Rider, co-
produced the documentary with Rider 
alumna Gina Grosso.
 The documentary focused primarily 
on the traumatic stories of Auerbacher and 
Urbanowicz Gilbride and their experiences 
as children during wartime. Auerbacher, a 
German Jew, survived Terazin, a Nazi 
concentration camp located in what is 
now the Czech Republic. Catholic Pole 
Urbanowicz Gilbride survived Chemnitz, 
a Nazi work camp in Germany.
 “Tragedy can hit anybody,” Auerbacher 
explained in the documentary. It certainly 
affected her family. 
 She was born into a wealthy family in 
the small town of Kippenheim, Germany. 

Auerbacher was the last child to ever be 
born there, and even more ironically, the 
only surviving child from Kippenheim. 
 When the Nazis came to round up 
Jewish families, Auerbacher and her fam-
ily had to report for transport just like 
everyone else. Nevermind the fact that her 
father had served in the war for Germany; 
they were Jews and that was all that mat-
tered.
 Auerbacher was fortunate enough 
to be transported with her family. 
Unfortunately, her grandmother was sep-
arated from them early in their journey, 
and that was the last they would see of her.

 “I was the youngest in the transport of 
1,200 people,” Auerbacher said. Only 13 
survived.
 Urbanowicz Gilbride’s story is just 
as haunting. She was born a Catholic in 
Poland. In the documentary, she describes 
a memory of running through the wheat 
field to escape transport to the work camps. 
At one point, she was taken away from her 
family because she had Tuberculosis. As 
soon as she was well enough, she was sent 
right back to work in the field. 
 Perhaps an even more disturbing story 
was that of when her mother was taken 
away. Urbanowicz Gilbride’s mother had 

written a letter to send to relatives, but 
somehow it was never sent. Her father 
was beaten for the offense, and in a state 
of confusion when he saw the signature, 
he explained that it was in fact his wife’s. 
As a result, her mother was taken from 
them. It wasn’t until many years later that 
Urbanowicz Gilbride would learn that her 
mother had survived and was looking for 
her family.
 Auerbacher and Urbanowicz Gilbride 
met while speaking about their experienc-
es at a high school event and decided to 
write the book together. It was clear from 
watching the two women on stage that 

they share a special relationship. While 
answering questions, they would often 
hold hands, or pat the other’s shoulder. 
For both women, this friendship means a 
lot.
 “All I ever wanted to be was a normal 
child,” Auerbacher said. “Friendship is 
very important. Friends have become my 
family.”
 As the oldest of four children, 
Urbanowicz Gilbride found that friends 
were not her top priority during those 
tough times.
 “My only friends were my brother 
and two sisters,” she explained. “I was 
always hungry. I didn’t want any friends. I 
didn’t trust other people.”
 Now, years later, the two are the 
closest of friends, and their stories of sur-
vival and strength are inspiring to many. 
Even after everything they suffered, both 
women maintain a sense of humor and 
lightness.
 When asked how it felt to have 
gone through what she did, Urbanowicz 
Gilbride responded, “That’s nothing. I 
survived four teenagers.”
 Auerbacher, who never married or 
had any children, is a positive and upbeat 
woman.
 “Everybody should have sunshine,” 
she said in reference to her sunflower gar-
den in the beginning of the documentary.
 Auerbacher and Urbanowicz Gilbride 
come from very different backgrounds 
and religious beliefs, yet today they could 
not be closer and more united because of 
their experiences as children during war-
time, as children of terror. 

The Oscar Statuette is the award given 
to those receiving Academy Awards.
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Addiction: 
Can we look to the 
Bible for answers? 

 “How do I know if I’m addicted? Where should I turn for advice?” Addictions: A 
Christian Perspective, an event hosted by InterVarsity Christian Fellowship Wednesday 
night, sought to answer these questions often running through an addict’s mind. 
 Robin Downs, a private practice Biblical Counselor, shed light on a common issue 
through spiritual means and biblical references that can apply to any college student. 
 “I’m really happy with the angle that the speaker took,” said junior Katie Green, 
InterVarsity’s large group coordinator. “Christians don’t only talk about spiritual 
things; they also talk about real things that everyone needs to hear.”    
 Downs explained that the biggest target of our addictions is idolatry, in whatever 
form, and people use these idols fill holes in one’s self image, fit in with others, manage 
emotions, cure self-consciousness and timidity, avoid loneliness and finally, to prove 
that we can do what we want. The night had a question and answer motif, some ques-
tions asked by the counselor and some by anonymous students.

By Cathleen Leitch 

Q: Why should someone look at 
Christianity when fighting addiction?

A: The world might have all kinds of 
answers as to why we want things that 
aren’t good for us, but the Bible gives us 
an answer. “I do not understand what I 
do. For what I want to do I do not do, 
but what I hate I do,” (Romans 7:15).  
 This very accurately describes the 
feeling of an addict, the desire to get out 
and the powerlessness that comes as a 
result of feeling you’re in an addiction. I 
think it’s important to say that scripture 
describes that; scripture understands that.

Q: How do I address my own heart’s 
idolatries and addictions? 

A: The first thing we do is get rid of 
excuses and rationalizations that it doesn’t 
affect us and that we have control over it. 
How many times have you heard some-
one say, ‘I can stop whenever I want to?’ 
Do they ever stop though? Second, con-
fess your sins and look to Jesus as the one 
who gives grace and mercy. Then, grow in 
trust and knowledge of God by the study 
of scripture. Don’t rely on yourself, but 
partner with and be accountable to wise 
people. There’s a Christian’s Alternative 
Meeting right here on campus. 
 Realize that addiction, like all sin, 
doesn’t impose itself on us unless we are 
willing to entertain the seeds of it in our 
imagination. Change must be deeper 
than mere outward behavioral change. 
You can make a decision that says, ‘I’m 
never going to walk into a bar again,’ but 
internally there needs to be a change of 
the heart. 

Q: How do I help a friend or family 
member suffering from addiction? 

A: Do you ever wonder why there 
are people who are 600 pounds who 
are confined to their homes? Well, the 
answer is that there are people in most 
addicts’ lives that are enabling them. 
Realize that addiction and deception go 
hand in hand; there is no addict that isn’t 
also a liar. Recognize your own needs. 
Some of the people in my practice who 
are the hardest people to counsel are peo-
ple who are children of, or a spouse of 
someone who’s addicted to something. 
Even though it’s the other person who 
needs help, you’re a victim of their issues. 
Do whatever it takes to get that person’s 
attention again and again and again. Let 
them know that your goal is love and to 
persevere with that person until you see 
change. 

Inge Auerbacher (left) and Bozenna Urbanowicz Gilbride (right) are true survivors with similar heartbreaking pasts.

Influential lives lost contribute to black history

 Though we’re only halfway through 
Black History Month, we’ve seen the 
deaths of three enormously influential 
African American cultural icons. Blues 
legend Etta James, Soul Train host Don 
Cornelius and the far-too-young Whitney 
Houston have passed, leaving us to reflect 
on the mark they’ve made in American 
history.
 Etta James began singing for a Baptist 
church and dabbled in many different 
music genres including doo-wop, rhythm 
and blues, rock and roll, soul, gospel, and 
jazz.
 Her roughly sixty-year music career 
earned her numerous awards and recogni-
tions including being inducted into the 
Rock ’n’ Roll Hall of Fame. 
 In 1960 she released her debut album 
At Last!, which featured classics such as the 
same-name title song “At Last,” as well as 
“A Sunday Kind of Love,” “I Just Want to 
Make Love to You,” and “All I Could Do 
Was Cry.” The album was ranked #116 on 
Rolling Stone’s 500 Greatest Albums of All 
Time.
 In 2008, Beyoncé Knowles portrayed 
James in Cadillac Records, which is loosely 
based on James’ eighteen years with Chess 
Records. 
 James’ influence is clearly still alive 
today. Flo Rida’s “Good Feeling” and 
Avicii’s “Levels” both sample her 1962 
single “Something’s Got a Hold On Me.”

 James died on Jan. 20 from leukemia 
at the age of 73.
 Cornelius was the first African 
American to create, produce, host and 
own his own television show. After being 
inspired by the civil rights movement, 
Cornelius wanted to incorporate soul 
music into television so he created the hit 
musical variety show Soul Train in 1970, 
which was on air for thirty-five years.
 Soul Train was especially influential 
among black youth who looked to the 
show’s guests for the height of African 
American music, fashion and dance 
trends. The show also provided insight 
on black culture for white Americans who 
didn’t live in racially diverse neighbor-
hoods. Soul Train became known as “the 
hippest trip in America” according to its 
website.
 Cornelius was able to expose black 
musicians and dancers to a wider audi-
ence through the show. Talents such as 
James Brown, Aretha Franklin, Michael 
Jackson, Carmen Electra, Nick Cannon, 
MC Hammer, Laurieann Gibson and 
Walter Payton all appeared on Soul Train. 
At the 2012 Grammy Awards, rapper host 
LL Cool J said of Cornelius, “Thanks to 
him, a lot of [people] learned about the 
meaning of soul.”
 It has been said that Cornelius may 
have been suffering from dementia or 
Alzheimer’s disease and he died on Feb. 1 
at the age of 75 from a self-inflicted gun-
shot wound to the head.
 Whitney Houston was an award-win-

ning artist to say the least. The recording 
artist, actress, producer and model earned 
a total of 415 career awards in her lifetime, 
including six Grammys and 30 Billboard 
Music Awards. She sold over 170 million 
albums, singles and videos worldwide.
 Houston grew up in New Jersey 
around notable musical figures, includ-
ing her mother, gospel singer Cissy 
Houston; her cousins, Dionne and Dee 
Dee Warwick; and her godmother, Aretha 
Franklin. Naturally, Houston developed 
a love for gospel, rhythm and blues, pop 
and soul music. 
 Houston’s debut album, Whitney 
Houston became the best-selling debut 
album by a female act. She starred in her 
first feature film The Bodyguard in 1992 
when the film’s lead single, Houston’s “I 
Will Always Love You,” became the best-
selling single by a female artist in music 
history. 
 The New York Times writer Stephen 
Holden said of Whitney’s signature golden 
voice, “Her stylistic trademarks – shivery 
melismas that ripple up in the middle of 
a song, twirling embellishments at the 
ends of phrases that suggest an almost 
breathless exhilaration – infuse her inter-
pretations with flashes of musical and 
emotional lightning.”
 Several African American musicians, 
including Alicia Keys, Beyoncé, Jennifer 
Hudson, Brandy, Mary J. Blige and Kelly 
Rowland, attribute their own talents as 
being influenced by Houston. 
 On Feb. 11, Whitney Houston was 

found dead in her hotel room, sub-
merged in the bathtub, in Beverly Hills, 
California. She was 48 years old. The 
news of her shocking death dominated 
the media worldwide and the Grammy 
Awards quickly turned into a tribute to 
Houston’s outstanding musical career.
 Even though these monumental fig-
ures are gone, their memories will last 
forever in the hearts of those who loved all 
they contributed.

The late Etta James, Don Cornelius and 
Whitney Houston will be dearly missed.

Q: What if the person refuses help?

A: Now it all depends on who you are 
talking about. There are consequences that 
you can have in friendship and dating rela-
tionships where you can say to a person 
‘I’m not okay with the way you’re living 
and I need to pull back in my relationship 
with you.’ What you’re doing is trying to 
rescue that person; you’re not trying to act 
like everything’s fine.
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See Footprint, p. 9

 Did you ever think about how many products you use, consume or discard in just one week? 
Did you ever think about the water used to make those products?  How about the fuel used to 
transport them to you or the waste generated when creating them? As students who live busy lives, 
sometimes we don’t stop to think of these questions, but these are the issues addressed in the National 
Geographic documentary, Human Footprint.
 According to the Human Footprint website, the average American will take 28,433 seven-minute 
showers in his or her lifetime — that is equivalent to running water nonstop for 136 days. Another 
eye-opening conclusion it makes is how many trees are needed to make a year’s worth of newspapers 
for the U.S.: a shocking 191 million trees. Without them, 1,000 tons of carbon dioxide are released 
into the air each day. Even more disturbing is the fact that the average U.S. citizen will drive 627,000 
miles in a lifetime, which equates to driving around the equator of the planet 25.18 times. 
 Those are just a few of the many common problems that National Geographic touches upon in 
the film. Human Footprint shows us workable solutions to these everyday issues that will help people 
decrease their carbon footprints.
 Fortunately, there are a plethora of ways to significantly cut down your amount of daily waste. 
An easy way to lessen our water waste is to take shorter showers and not let faucets run when not in 
use. A simple solution to reduce paper waste is to read books using a Nook or iPad and to not print 
out unnecessary items. You can also decrease fuel consumption by carpooling and shopping locally. 
There are so many small changes you can make that have huge lasting impacts.  

Eco Green Corner

Steps toward a smaller footprint
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Editorials

Rider celebrates
a month of history

Students’ health
should surpass all 
 The numerous updates pertaining to the spreading norovirus 
have consumed our thoughts and our inboxes since the outbreak 
occurred.
 All the emails and Rider alerts kept us in the know, yet they 
weren’t always helpful and most students don’t agree with the 
administration’s decision to keep classes in session. 
 Since the virus outbreak last week, students and faculty have 
been receiving emails containing the most updated information 
possible. While the decision to keep Student Health Services 
open 24-hours was beneficial, the decision made to allow classes  
and events to continue was met with controversy. 
 According to the email sent by University Communications, 
health officials supported Rider’s decision not to cancel classes 
after the outbreak. However, the emails sent and the updates on 
the Rider website from Friday, Feb. 10 through Wednesday, Feb. 
15, reported 39 additional norovirus cases on campus.
 Though the number of incidents had declined since the 
initial outbreak, both students and faculty were still getting sick. 
It seems as though the declaration by the administration to keep 
classes going most likely contributed to the further spreading of 
the norovirus. 
 Having class for two days was not worth the added illnesses, 
and because of the risk, many students didn’t attend classes. 
 Although we are continuing to receive many updates on 
the norovirus, the information seems to be redundant. With 
each email comes the number of students affected since the 
information in previous email we received, how the University 
is still holding classes and ways to prevent becoming sick. These 
emails don’t really count as updates nor are they very helpful to 
students. They’re just becoming more of an annoyance. 
 As students and campus residents, we spend all of our time 
around campus every day. We need backing from the adminis-
tration in order to obtain a supportive and healthy educational 
environment. Without these things, Rider is putting our health 
on the line. 

 The month of February brings to mind Valentine’s Day, the 
potential for leap year and, especially here on campus, Black 
History Month.
 This month is important for those of African American 
heritage as well as those from other backgrounds. It is a time 
when we can all learn about the struggle of African Americans 
throughout history, and how far we have come today. Each year, 
Rider puts together a month full of different cultural events for 
students to experience on both campuses.
 Black History Month kicked off on Feb. 1 with a musical 
celebration in the Bart Luedeke Center (BLC) — a fun and 
interactive way to start the festivities. Following that, historical 
movies were shown and various informative discussions were 
held. Also, a History of Hip-Hop presentation from the Student 
Entertainment Council (SEC) was held Wednesday, Feb. 8, as 
well as a Tuskegee Airmen workshop on Feb. 9, in which stu-
dents were given the opportunity to meet World War II veterans 
and hear their stories firsthand. The Black Student Union also 
sponsored a fun game of Black History Jeopardy on Monday, 
Feb. 13.  
 Throughout the month, there will be many more events, 
such as diverse presentations, music-filled celebrations and the 
MLK Day of Service, since there were no classes on the actual 
Martin Luther King Day.
 Having these events available for students to attend is a great 
learning opportunity. It is vital to know where we came from, to 
see where we are now and envision how we will continue to grow 
in the future, as a society and a community here at Rider. 

These weekly editorials express the majority opin-
ion of The Rider News. This week’s editorials were 
written by the Opinion Editor, Kristy Grinere.
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February 17, 1963 — Michael Jordan is born.

February 18, 1930 — Pluto is discovered.

This Week in hisTory ...

 When it comes to being healthy, missing meals is not the way to go. So many 
people skip the best meal of the day: breakfast. The routine of a typical lazy college 
student is to just roll out of bed, get ready for class in five minutes and then sit in 
class all day.
 Breakfast isn’t the only meal that people cut out of their day, but it is the most 
common because it’s so easy to skip. I don’t understand why some people choose 
to miss out on the best meal of the day. I fantasize about eating breakfast all day. 
Breakfast is both delicious and nutritious and is the highlight of my day. 
 While some people miss out on breakfast because they’re lazy, others may skip 
it because they think that it will help them lose weight, and some claim they just 
aren’t hungry in the morning. Well, I’ve got some news for these people: Skipping 
breakfast and any other meals not only slows down your metabolism, but there are 
other negative health effects as well.
 According to FitDay.com, your body enters “starvation mode” after skipping a 
meal because it fears that it won’t get any fuel for a long time. Constantly skipping 
meals also destroys your muscle tone because in this state, the body uses its calories 
resourcefully in order to protect its stored fat and in turn, uses lean tissue and muscle 
instead. A lower metabolic rate is a direct effect of the muscle loss, and therefore, 
fewer calories are needed for your body to survive. So by missing out on eating dur-

ing the day, you are tricking your body into storing fat, and will therefore gain more 
fat by eating less.
 Eating regularly gives you energy throughout the day and keeps you full so you 
won’t be hungry for a cheesesteak from the Bronc Diner at 10 p.m.
 Many studies have found connections between eating breakfast and fewer 
chronic diseases, a longer life and better health. When you wake up in the morning, 
your blood sugar is at its lowest. A good breakfast filled with glucose will help fuel 
your brain and central nervous system properly.
 There have been many scholarly studies that suggest skipping meals is related 
to poor health. One specific study published in the Journal of Inherited Metabolic 
Disease says that skipping meals and eating only one large meal throughout the day 
could lead to diabetes.
 Having a huge meal is not necessary; just having something small to keep your 
metabolism active is healthier than nothing at all.
 By choosing to be healthy and eating three meals a day rather than eating less 
and gaining weight because of skipping meals, you will be on your way to kicking 
your poor eating habits.
 -Paige McAtee

Junior journalism major

Health and Fitness

Skipping meals: An issue that goes beyond hunger problems
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 Ambulances lining the campus mall, resident advisors (RAs) banging on dorm doors and the 3 
a.m. email alerting students of a suspect virus all created an atmosphere of panic at Rider.
 In the tiny bubble that is Rider’s campus, the norovirus outbreak seemed to soar to epidemic 
proportions overnight, and since Feb. 8, approximately 186 students have reported symptoms of the 
norovirus, according to Dean of Students Anthony Campbell. 
 What contributed to the craziness on campus was the slew of rumors surrounding the norovirus 
outbreak. One was that it originated from the Bronc Diner, and that was the cause of the abrupt clo-
sure on Wednesday night. However, the student body received emails and updates claiming campus 
food was not the problem.
 According to Campbell, the Bronc Diner was closed under his orders as a precautionary measure. 
This is why many steps were taken and changes were made in our dining halls to ensure the food did 
not affect students with the string of sicknesses.
 It is hard to believe food isn’t the reason when the administration has recently put new sanitation 
protocols at Dalys into action after consulting with health officials, which really has students talking.
 Instead of the previous buffet-style self-serve, Aramark workers now serve all food, unless an item 
is individually wrapped, such as bagels, fruit and desserts. Additionally, butter, peanut butter and 
cream cheese are available in individual containers and silverware has been replaced with packages of 
plastic utensils.
 Senior Food Director of Rider University Scott Oswald believes that the norovirus, or any other 
germ, can easily be passed when students reach to grab a piece of fruit or a fork and knife from the 
container. If they have the virus, their hands could be contaminated. In this way, Rider is trying to 
prevent the illness from spreading further. 
 Some students understand the changes and know that this is what has to be done. However, 
some people feel strange about eating at Daly’s because of the new procedures. 
 Another issue some students fear is exposure to the virus through contact with common objects 
such as doorknobs and hand-railings. This is something that Rider cannot change and that Dalys 
cannot cover up. That is why we have constant reminders to continue to practice good hygiene, 
including hand washing and sanitizing whenever possible.
 While it is unclear how long Dalys will continue this way, we will just have to grin and bear it 
and take this super precaution from the administration as a helping hand. 

-Chrysti Neuman
Senior journalism major

Senior Observations

Dealing with diverse dining changes

 I would like to reply to the editorial entitled “Seeking more aid 
for our ailments” that was published in the Dec. 9 edition of The 
Rider News.  
 There are two realities that the author should have considered 
before writing that editorial.  
 First, health services costs money, money that, for many rea-
sons, the University is not investing in health services at this time.  
The author implies that the Director of Health Services is making 
a simple choice not to offer evening and weekend coverage because 
the University feels it would be underutilized.  Let me assure you, 
when it comes to medical coverage and budget constraints, there 
are no simple choices.  The students of Rider University should 
consider themselves lucky that they have an on-campus health 
center, which is more than a lot of institutions offer these days.  
 Second, not all illnesses can be immediately cured by a pill.  
The author claims that the treatments offered to students, “may 
not be exactly what the student’s illness calls for,” and implies 
over-utilization of Mucinex.  The health center only gave you 
Mucinex because you probably had a cold.  You had a viral illness 
that would not respond to any type or dosage of antibiotic.  The 
surge in Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) and 
other superbugs that have grown resistant to antibiotics has made 
it medically irresponsible to prescribe them when they are not 
indicated.  Do not mistake competent medical decisions for lack 
of effort or concern.  
 So what is a student with a cold to do?  Actually do what the 
Heath Center staff is telling you: drink lots of fluids, get plenty of 
rest, blow your nose and take your Mucinex.  You will get better.  

-Timothy R. Lengle, MA, ATC
Head Athletic Trainer

Rider University Sports Medicine

Letter to the Editor

A helpful health center 

 The director of the film, Dr. Eric W. Sanderson, states, 
“Human influence on Earth can be positive or negative, benign or 
catastrophic. Recognizing this responsibility is the first step each 
of us can take to transform the human footprint and save the last 
of the wild.” 
 Whether the issue is wildlife, climate change, plastic consump-
tion or the waste we produce, we all play a role. We can each make 
changes for a greater environment and a better worldly influence.  
 To learn more about how you can do your part, join us on 
Tuesday, Feb. 21, at 6:00 p.m., in the Sweigart 115 auditorium, 
where we will be showing the film Human Footprint.

-Stephanie Eppolito
 Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

FooTprinT
Continued from p. 8



 The Rider hockey team 
(28-6) has completed its record-
setting regular season and looks 
to continue proving itself in the 
postseason. 
 This weekend, starting 
Saturday night, the Broncs will 
compete in the first round of 
the MACHA playoffs as the 
third seed.
 For the third time this sea-
son, Rider will take on Rowan 
(9-13), but this time with 
playoff implications. Rider has 
beaten Rowan twice this season, 
winning 4-3 and 4-2.   
 If Rider beats Rowan, then 
the Broncs will face the winner 
of Penn State (25-2) vs. Temple 
or Delaware on Sunday. Temple 
and Delaware will have a play-
off game tonight to decide who 
moves on Saturday to face Penn 

State.
 Last year’s playoffs were 
considered a disappointment 
for Rider as the Broncs lost in 
the first round to Rowan. 
 Junior defenseman Brian 
Schauer feels this game will be a 
challenge because of the playoff 
atmosphere.
 “Last year was a disap-
pointing way to end the sea-
son,” Schauer said. “Beating a 
good team three times in a row 
is very hard to do. This year, 
we have a much deeper team in 
the locker room, and we have a 
complete offensive core and a 
lot of depth on defense.”
 Rider recently beat St. 
Joseph’s (7-16) and Delaware 
(7-13). Junior defenseman 
Andrew Nebus feels confident 
in his team going into the play-
offs, even though he realizes 
this weekend will be completely 
different than the regular sea-
son.

 “We won two big games 
this weekend, which we needed 
to keep us going,” Nebus said. 
“We hit our stride when we 
needed to and we just need to 
keep focused and [keep] our 
heads in the game. The playoffs 
are totally different from the 
regular season but I’d say our 
team is very confident going 
into this weekend.” 
 Senior Andrew Michael  
believes the depth of Rider’s 
offense will make a difference 
this weekend.
 “With all three lines scor-
ing, it is great for the team,” 
Michael said. “When a team 
has only one line scoring, it 
is hard to win hockey games, 
but since we have the second-
ary scoring stepping up, it has 
really helped us the past few 
weekends.”   
 Rider’s Head Coach Ted 
Gerry agreed.
 “You have to be able to roll 

three lines at this level,” he said.  
“All of our forwards are playing 
their best hockey right now.  
We’re very fortunate in that if 
we don’t get the matchup we 
want, we don’t have to worry. 
Not many teams can say that.”
 Gerry thinks that Rider’s 
ability to play in all three areas 
of the ice at a high tempo is an 
advantage. 
 “In every game, we run 
three different systems,” Gerry 
said. “We run an offensive sys-
tem, a neutral zone system and 
a defensive zone system. Not 
many teams can run three sys-
tems at the same time. With 
very little down time, this week’s 
practices are all high tempo. For 
us, it’s about getting as many 
reps as we can.”
 Ultimately, Michael is 
proud of his team’s success, but 
is hungry for a championship.
 “This year is our year,” he 
said. “As a senior, I want to win 

a championship, and everyone 
on the team has the same mind-
set. We have been working real-
ly hard in practice on the little 
things because when it comes 
to playoffs, every team you play 
is going to be good, so the little 
things count that much more.”
 After a 28-6 season, Gerry 
is proud as well and feels his 
players can go far in the playoffs 
because of their talent.  
 “We have always had a tre-
mendous amount of confidence 
in our team,” he said. “It takes 
a lot of talent, hard work and 
patience. Their will to win is 
like no other team I have ever 
coached. There is something 
special about this team. It has a 
great number of strengths.”  

Baseball gears up for another season in the MAAC

 Rider’s baseball team is 
looking to put the frustrating 
finish of last season behind it 
and prove the doubters wrong 
in 2012. 
 The Broncs were chosen to 
finish second in the preseason 
MAAC poll, but anything less 
than a championship will be a 
disappointment.
 The Broncs will send soph-
omore Mike Murphy to the 
mound to open up the season 
today at Norfolk State. 
 The team’s new additions 
will need to step up immedi-
ately, as Rider lost a number of 
seniors last year, including start-
ing pitchers Mike Thomas and 
Nate Eppley, both MLB Draft 
selections.
 “Last year was last year,” 
Rider’s Head Coach Barry 
Davis said. “Each year we lose 
someone who contributes to 
the team’s success.  We have a 
lot of new guys, [and] they have 
little choice but to step in and 
do their best. We will find out 
who is ready pretty quick.”
 Murphy was redshirted last 
season, but comes into 2012 
as a professional prospect with 
high expectations. Rider is 5-2 
in Murphy’s seven career starts. 
The Broncs’ core of returners 
include senior Brandon Cotten, 
junior Adam Wayman and 
sophomore Nick Crescenzo. 
 Closer Tyler Smith was 
named to the preseason All-
America team. The junior set 
the Rider record for saves in 
a single season last year with 
15, which was 10th-best in the 
nation. MAAC batters hit for 
a modest .109 average against 

Smith last year as he posted 
an impressive 1.26 earned run 
average in MAAC play. He was 
named MAAC and New Jersey 
Closer of the Year for his per-
formance. 
 Cotten and Crescenzo were 
each selected to the 12-man 
preseason All-MAAC team to 
round up the Broncs’ preseason 
awards.
 Cotten continued his stel-
lar play in the outfield last 
season while hitting .331, scor-
ing a team high 43 runs along 
with four homeruns and 29 
RBIs. He was also named to the 
preseason team last season, and 
was named to the All-MAAC 
team after last season.
 “I was very excited to 
receive this award,” Cotten said. 
“I made preseason All-MAAC 
last year and then at the end of 
the year, took home the crown 
for that award again, so it’s 
something I strive to be.”
 Crescenzo is coming off 
a remarkable freshman cam-
paign in which he hit .355 
with 31 RBIs. The outfielder 
was named both MAAC and 
New Jersey Rookie of the Year, 
as well as a Louisville Slugger 
Freshman All-American.
 “I was excited about it,” 
Crescenzo said. “But I don’t let 
these types of honors get to my 
head.”
 Crescenzo has continued 
to work in the offseason to 
improve his performance this 
year.
 “I believe my leadership 
has improved, as well as my 
baseball knowledge,” he said. “I 
hope to lead by example for the 
freshmen that we added to our 
team this year.”
 With 10 freshmen on the 
team, many question marks 

loom this year as the Broncs’ 
roster consists of catchers who 
haven’t caught a regular season 
game, a middle infield who 
hasn’t played together and some 
pitchers who haven’t pitched in 
a college game. However, the 
players aren’t too concerned.
 “I don’t really think losing 
all those guys is going to affect 
us,” Cotten said. “The group 
of guys we have this season are 
the hardest group of guys I’ve 
played with in my career here 
and all that hard work will 
translate into playing well and 
winning games.”
 The team will go through 
many lineup changes in the 
beginning because the season 
can play out in many different 
ways.
 “I’m excited for this sea-
son to begin,” Cotten said. 
“Hopefully we will have a very 
successful year.”
 The Broncs will play a total 
of four games over the weekend 
against Norfolk State to kick off 
the season, and senior Patrick 
Devlin, freshman Kurt Sowa 
and junior Joe Calogero will get 
the starts following Murphy in 
game one.
 As a senior, Devlin will 
look to use his experience of 
starting 30 games on the hill 
to help himself as well as the 
incoming freshmen on and off 
the field this season. He had a 
3-1 record with a 3.77 ERA last 
season before being shut down 
for the season in March.
 “I think the thing that we 
need to do as a whole pitch-
ing staff is continue to work,” 
Devlin said. “Nobody, like 
Coach Davis always says, is as 
good as they think they are. We 
can always be doing something 
to get better each and every day, 

whether it is dry picks or towel 
drills, they all help to reach to 
where we want to get.”
 The Broncs will spend over 
a month on the road until they 
open up MAAC play at home 
against Niagara on March 24.  
 “We will need to improve 
with each day,” Davis said. 
“The young guys gaining expe-
rience with each game will help.  
Hopefully we will be a real con-
tender as the season progresses.”
 The year is young, but 
players’ eyes are on the prize.

 “Nothing is more impor-
tant to me than my teammates 
and I having a very successful 
season, and to bring home a 
MAAC championship,” Cotten 
said. “I can leave the individual 
awards behind. There is no ‘I’ 
in team, but there are 30 guys 
who strive for one main goal: to 
become MAAC champs.”

By Corey Donetz

BASEBALL
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Ice hockey seeks revenge against Rowan
By Steven Eggert

ICE HOCKEY

Junior Tyler Smith is hoping for another successful season clos-
ing games for the Broncs. Smith registered 15 saves last year.

Peter G. Borg/Rider University



Rider’s true number one fan: Ben Cohen
 

 A lone but recognizable fig-
ure sauntered, smiling, across 
the field. It was a familiar sight 
for any sports team at Rider.  
But these particular strides were 
now more symbolic than ever.
 Ben Cohen, a 2010 alum-
nus, walked with pride and 
maybe the slightest sense of 
ownership. The ground he 
walked on was once just a rut-
ted dirt field. It is now covered 
by posh turf, arena lights and 
a sign bearing the title, “Ben 
Cohen Field.”
 Though the construction of 
the turf field has been a monu-
mental catalyst for success, its 
new name stands for something 
much more powerful and sends 
a message worth listening to.  
It speaks to more than just the 
teams that compete on the turf 
and to people beyond Rider’s 
student-athletes. This message 
is Cohen’s story.  
 Cohen credits a particular 
day back in the spring of 2006 
as the start of his Rider legacy. 
He was only a freshman at the 
time.
 It was a cold, rainy day 
and Cohen was baffled that 
the Rider women’s softball dou-
bleheader against Penn State 
hadn’t been cancelled. But 
Cohen didn’t have classes that 
day, so he would surely be in 
the bleachers to show his sup-
port.  
 Rider took hold of the win 
in the first game, 3-2. 
 “I talked to one of Rider’s 
softball players, congratulated 
her on winning the first game 
and wished her luck in the sec-
ond,” Cohen said.  
 At the end of the sec-
ond inning of game two, a 
Rider assistant coach presented 
Cohen with a softball that had 
been autographed by all the 
players and coaches. It was a 
gift from the team in an effort 
to show the players’ apprecia-
tion to their new “number one 
fan.”  
 “The softball team was the 
first to let me know how much 
they appreciated my support, 
and if it hadn’t been for that, I 
may not have made the decision 
to attend most of the games for 
five years,” Cohen said.  
 That recognition marked 
the beginning of an era of fan-
dom, dedication and reward.  
For the next five years, Cohen 
was unrivaled in his support for 
Rider sports, particularly on the 
women’s side.
 Cohen quickly established 
himself through his presence 
at many athletic events. Staff 
members, coaches and athletes 
all took notice of his uncon-
ditional support. Cohen was 
clutch for recapping the game 
for late-comers and no-shows.   

 Regardless of the score line, 
he firmly believed in any team’s 
ability to fight back. Cohen 
showed up in rain or shine, 
whether the team was winning 
or losing.  
 In fact, he turned down 
the opportunity to meet then 
Senator Barack Obama because 
he had field hockey match 
to attend. Obama visited the 
Cohen residence at the end of 
his presidential campaign for 
a final fundraiser organized by 
David Cohen, Cohen’s father 
and executive vice president of 
Comcast. However, Cohen put 
this introduction on the back-
burner for the night — he had 
a prior commitment.
 Fortunately, Cohen had 
the opportunity to meet the 
president a year later under 
similar circumstances. He told 
President Obama why he had 
forgone the initial opportunity 
to meet him.
 “He told the president this 
story, and the president gra-
ciously allowed that he admired 
Cohen’s loyalty and thought 
he had made the right choice,” 
David Cohen said.
 Cohen was always an 
avid sports fan. Though he 
took after his parents in fol-
lowing the Eagles, Phillies, 
Sixers and Flyers, he is drawn 
toward sports teams that lack 
the overwhelming fanfare. For 
example, he closely follows the 
Philadelphia Soul of the Arena 
Football League.
 “I tend to be a fan of the 
underdog,” Cohen said dur-
ing his speech at the turf field 
naming ceremony on Sept. 16, 
2010.
 In high school, Cohen cov-
ered sports for the school news-
letter and served as manager for 
the boys’ basketball team.  He 
even received a varsity letter for 
his time and dedication.  
 His habit of committing 
himself to a cause contin-
ued throughout his collegiate 
career. Everyone knew Cohen 
as Rider’s “number one fan.”
 Karin Torchia, associate 
director of athletics for external 
operations and senior women’s 
administrator, became keenly 
aware of Cohen’s presence at 
athletic events during the fall 
of 2005, his freshman year. She 
recalls the first time she saw him 
at a field hockey game.  
 “[He] was pacing along the 
track with his iPod headphones 
in,” Torchia said. “Then I start-
ed to see him at every event.”
 Associate Dean of Student 
Affairs Ira Mayo also remem-
bers his time with Cohen. 
The first time they met was at 
Cohen’s freshman orientation.
 “We just clicked,” Mayo 
said. 
 Mayo is a New York fan, 
and he and Cohen would con-

stantly taunt each other about 
their home team preferences.
 Cohen’s outpouring of 
positive energy was contagious 
to those he spent time with at 
Rider. His excellence in com-
mitment made him a role mod-
el to others.  
 “I truly admire Ben’s atti-
tude and competitive spirit,” 
said Athletic Director Don 
Harnum.
 Cohen was recognized, 
once again, on Feb. 14, 2010, at 
the National Girls and Women 
in Sports Day. He was invited 
earlier that week to attend a 
breakfast that preceded a wom-
en’s basketball game. Cohen 
had already planned to be in 
attendance but was asked to 
come a little earlier that day. It 
was that morning that Harnum, 
Torchia, Rider’s female athletes, 
coaches and other staff honored 
Cohen with a plaque “in recog-
nition of [his] outstanding sup-
port of and dedication to the 
Rider University Department 
of Athletics.” Cohen estimates 
that he spent about 300 hours 
supporting women’s soccer and 
field hockey alone.
 While he has been praised 
by many and will now be recog-
nized permanently by his name 
on the turf field, Cohen has 
shown appreciation for those 
who supported him throughout 
his journey at Rider.
 “My parents are my great-
est fans,” Cohen said. 
 He is thankful that they 
endorsed his fandom and for 
the time management advice 
they offered him to help bal-
ance schoolwork and his com-
mitment to athletics. Cohen is 
also proud that his father was 
able to give back to the teams 
he loves. Mr. Cohen generously 
sponsored the construction of 
the field both for the sake of his 
son and the programs that were 

such a big part of his life in col-
lege.
 Cohen also mentioned 
Jonathan Millen, associate dean 
of liberal arts, education and 
sciences, as being helpful dur-
ing his time at Rider.  
 Finally, Cohen mentioned 
that Barbara Blandford, direc-
tor of Services for Students with 
Disabilities, was a huge support 
system for him while he was at 
Rider.  
 Perhaps the most inspir-
ing aspect of Cohen’s story is 
the personal obstacles he had 
to overcome. Blandford would 
meet with Cohen every week 
to discuss both academic and 
personal challenges.
 “[My condition] is a result 
of unusual circumstances 
while my mother was preg-
nant with me,” Cohen said. 
“It resulted in problems with 
my lungs and orthopedic prob-
lems, and I spent close to a 
year at the Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia when I was a 
baby.”  
 Though he faces some 
learning issues as well as some 
physical restrictions, Cohen 
certainly doesn’t view himself 
differently than any other col-
lege student. Everyone has their 
own struggles.
 “My greatest challenge, 
not unlike other students, was 
getting used to the college 
rhythm,” Cohen said.
 He said his passion for ath-
letics helped him manage his 
time. Cohen had to plan for 
days and weeks in advance in 
order to allow for time to watch 
games.
 “Ben doesn’t consider him-
self disabled in any way,” his 
father said. “When you go 
through life facing the chal-
lenges that Ben has faced, you 
can either make excuses or just 
fight your way through them in 

a determined fashion.  Ben has 
chosen the latter course, and he 
is a stronger person as a result.”
 Though Cohen may have 
been limited in his ability to 
participate in athletics, he 
found another way to become 
involved by sitting in the stands 
and serving as Rider’s number 
one fan.
 It was a proud day when 
Cohen walked for gradua-
tion in May of 2010. More 
impressively, he found work by 
October at the corporate head-
quarters of Education, Sports 
and Fun Summer Camps in 
Pennsylvania.
 Cohen attended Rider for 
five years, but his name will live 
on for much longer.  
 The turf field didn’t always 
have a name but Cohen was 
present for the matches won 
and lost on the field that pre-
ceded the new venue. Though 
he was only at Rider for the 
field’s first year of competition, 
it’s perfectly fitting that its sign 
bears his name. 
 Cohen’s dedication to Rider 
athletics extends far beyond the 
bleachers overlooking the field 
— his contributions will stand 
for a message much more pow-
erful than a sign.
 Today, Cohen ponders 
whether or not he’ll still be 
remembered once the athletes 
he supported graduate from 
Rider. But what’s really impor-
tant is exactly what he’ll be 
remembered for.
 Cohen will be remembered 
for the example he set: his posi-
tive outlook on his own chal-
lenges and the athletic teams.  
He will be remembered for 
walking on graduation day and 
leaving his mark at Rider.
 Cohen simply will not be 
forgotten, nor will his story.   

Peter. G Borg/Rider University

Rider graduate Ben Cohen poses for a picture with his parents and numerous female athletes 
during the turf field’s naming ceremony in 2010. Cohen remains a diehard Rider sports fan.
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 The Rider track and field team has geared up for 
the indoor MAAC Championships, which take place 
tonight at 5 p.m., at the Armory in New York.
 According to Head Coach Bob Hamer, the men’s 
side will have a shot at victory, but will have to over-
come the tough competition from both Manhattan 
and St. Peter’s. 
 “We are expecting to be at our best and hopefully 
have some individuals contend for conference cham-
pionships,” Hamer said. “So far in the indoor season 
there have been many athletes with strong performanc-
es, setting new Rider records and qualifying for IC4As, 
which is the consistent goal for the athletes in addition 
to having their best performances.”
  Key athletes on the men’s side in this year’s MAACs 
will be the previous conference champions, such as 
juniors David Hightower and Dave Brown, sopho-
more Steven Brown and senior Michael Soroko. For 
the women, juniors Mia Riley, Erin McMullin, Ashley 
Hunter and Meg Elgin, sophomore Rhea Phipps and 
senior Heather Giovagnoli have had strong seasons.
 “We are hopeful they can contribute greatly to our 
team performance,” Hamer said.
 After losing to Manhattan by five points in the 
indoor MAACs last year, the men’s team is looking to 
edge them out this year.
 “The Manhattan men have won every year since 

1991, so they are very used to winning,” Hamer said. 
“They expect to win, and they rise to the occasion for 
the championship meet. St. Peter’s is very good and 
they will be in it as well.”
 Senior Adam Haun and the rest of the men’s side 
believe they have a championship-caliber team.
 “Our expectations going into MAACs are that we 
know we can win,” Haun said. 
 As for the women’s team, they have more ground 
to cover after placing fourth in the meet last year.
 “The women are a better team this year and we 
are hopeful to improve on our final standings from last 
year,” Hamer said. “They are ready and very confident 
right now and I am excited for the opportunity to 
watch them compete.”
 However, the other teams will not stand as the 
only hurdles the Broncs will have to clear. The spread-
ing of the norovirus on Rider’s campus has affected 
many athletes on the team, according to Hamer.
 “We did our best to isolate them, get them the care 
they needed and give them all the support they needed 
to return to action,” he said. “As with any season or 
team, you will face adversity and you need to learn how 
to deal with it. That is what championship programs 
do; they see obstacles and they do not run from them.”
 The expectations are high for both the men’s and 
women’s teams going into the MAACs, and now is the 
time to show their skills.
 “Our goal is to raise our performance to a champi-
onship level and hopefully be there at the end,” Hamer 
said.
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 The shorthanded Broncs 
lost to first place Iona (21-6, 
13-3 MAAC) on Wednesday 
night at Alumni Gym, 75-62, 
dropping their record to 11-17 
(8-8 MAAC) on the season 
heading into BracketBuster 
weekend.
 The Broncs were without 
senior Jeff Jones, who was suf-
fering from the effects of the 
norovirus, which worked its 
way through campus. Senior 
Novar Gadson sat out for a vio-
lation of team rules.
 Head Coach Tommy 
Dempsey was impressed with 
the effort from Rider consider-
ing the circumstances.
 “I thought we showed a lot 
of guts playing a little short-
handed,” Dempsey told Rider 
Sports Information.
 The turning point came at 
the beginning of the second half 
when the Gaels went on a 19-3 
run out of the gate. During that 
span, Iona’s junior forward Taaj 
Ridley contributed nine of his 
13 total points. He also grabbed 
six rebounds. 
 “We had that unfortunate 
scoring drought to start the sec-

ond half and we allowed them 
to take the game over a bit,” 
Dempsey told Rider Sports 
Information.
 The Broncs were led by 
a career-high 21 points from 
sophomore Anthony Myles. 
Trailing 29-25, the Broncs went 
on a 12-3 run over the final 
6:10 of the first half, with five 
points coming from sophomore 
Danny Stewart.
 “We played a good first 
half,” Dempsey told Rider 
Sports Information. “We shot 
50 percent. Our assists were 
up. Our defensive intensity was 
good and we were leading on 
the glass. The things we needed 
to do in this game, we did in 
the first half.”
 Rider started fast, jump-
ing out to an 11-5 lead. Myles 
scored nine of those points with 
three three-pointers. 
 “We just need to beat one 
of the top teams going into the 
[MAAC] Tournament,” Myles 
told Rider Sports Information. 
“We let one slip away tonight. 
But we still have Loyola and 
Fairfield. We need to beat one 
of them to get us in a nice 
spot.”
 The Broncs will travel to 
Albany on Saturday to take 
on the Great Danes at 7 p.m. 

for the 10th annual Sears 
BracketBuster game.
 The Great Danes (16-13, 
8-7 America East) come into 
the game in fourth place of the 
America East conference, and 
losers of four of their last five 
games. Albany lost a 50-47 deci-
sion to Vermont on Wednesday 
and its last win came against 
Maine, 76-68, on Feb. 11.
 Albany is led by junior 
Gerardo Suero, who is the 
nation’s fifth-ranked scorer at 
22 points per game. The 6’4” 
guard has made 201 field goals 
in 28 games. Junior Logan 
Aronhalt is Albany’s second-
leading scorer with an average 
of 14.6 points per game and 
junior Mike Black scores 13 
points per game.
 The MAAC issued suspen-
sions and a reprimand Monday 
stemming from clock and 
replay mismanagement that 
cost Rider a victory at Niagara 
on Feb. 11. Junior Jonathon 
Thompson appeared to have 
hit a three-point buzzer-beating 
shot to give Rider a win, but 
after a long review, the call 
was overturned and Niagara 
was awarded the win. Replays 
showed that the clock started 
before Rider inbounded the 
ball. 

In response, the officials 
from that game have been 
suspended one game by the 
MAAC, according to a confer-
ence press release.
 “This was an unfortunate 
situation that we feel cost our 
basketball team a well-earned 
conference victory on the 
road,” Director of Athletics 
Don Harnum told Rider Sports 

Information. “However, I am 
comfortable with the way the 
MAAC handled these unusual 
circumstances.”
 Myles understands the 
Broncs let one get away, but 
feels they are in position to go 
into March on a positive note.
 “We know what we’re capa-
ble of,” Myles told Rider Sports 
Information.

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Junior David Hightower won the 55-meter hurdles 
at last year’s indoor MAAC Championships.

Gael Force Winds
Undermanned Rider battles but falls 
to Iona before BracketBuster game 

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Sophomore Anthony Myles attempts a layup in traffic during 
Rider’s 75-62 loss to Iona. Myles scored 21 points in the defeat. 

Rider hoping for indoor conference title
TRACK AND FIELD

By David Nugent

Victoria Lyons

MEN’S BASKETBALL
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