
Black History Month is 
breaking boundaries this year 
at Rider with various events 
planned throughout February 
on both campuses, including a 
visit from Tuskegee Airmen and 
a keynote address from Rev. 
DeForest B. Soaries, former 
New Jersey Secretary of State.
 The events kicked off with 
the showing of the film Tuskegee 
Airmen on Thursday. The air-
men are World War II veter-
ans who were among the first 
African American military avia-
tors in the U.S. armed forces. 
A meet-and-greet event with a 
few of the surviving Tuskegee 
Airmen followed the showing. 
 “Black History Month has 
two purposes,” Donald Brown, 
director of multicultural affairs 
said. “It shares with the Rider 
community the cultural his-
tory centered on African 

Americans and informs the 
African American community, 
highlighting accomplishments 
of African Americans.” 
 Brown said the campus 
shows its gratitude to the men 
during their visit to campus.
 “These men are simply 
fascinating,” Brown said. “We 
need to show our appreciation 
of what our war heroes did and 
acknowledge the struggle and 
challenges they went through 
for us and personally thank 
them.” 
 Jaffir Rice, co-advisor of the 
Black Student Union (BSU), an  
organization that is sponsoring 
many of the events this month, 
said a lot can be learned from 
the Tuskegee Airmen’s stories 
and “hopes students will listen 
to the men who faced adver-
sity on an immense scale and 
proudly fought for their coun-
try.” 

 Jarea Bivens, vice president 
of BSU, echoed Rice’s senti-
ments. He said the airmen 
are “living legends who are an 
inspiration to many people.”  
 This year, numerous peo-
ple were involved in the plan-
ning, with “quality and diverse 
programming being offered 
on both campuses,” according 
to Rice.  The various events 
have something for everyone 
and include presentations, ser-
vice opportunities and musical 
events.
 Ida Tyson, co-advisor of 
BSU said it is important for 
students to be immersed in an 
environment that honors diver-
sity.
 “Celebrating the positive 
contributions of other cultures 
makes Rider a community that 
embraces its entire student pop-
ulation,” Tyson said. 

Vicious Virus
Overnight norovirus outbreak sickens dozens
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Lift off to Black History Month with Airmen visit

Ambulances and police cars from Lawrence Township and Princeton lined the sidewalks in front of Switlik Hall early Thursday 
morning.  The emergency personnel transported and cared for a total of 58 students throughout the 24-hour period. 

Veteran Tuskegee Airmen shared their World War II experiences 
with an audience of Rider students and faculty Thursday night.
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Late Wednesday night 
into early Thursday morning, 
approximately 40 Rider  stu-
dents on the Lawrenceville cam-
pus were seen by Emergency 
Medical Technicians (EMTs) 
or transported to the local 
hospitals because they showed 
symptoms of gastrointestinal 
illness, according to a response 
compiled by Dean of Students 
Anthony Campbell; Debbie 
Stasolla, associate vice president 
for Planning and Dan Higgins, 
executive director of University 
Communications. 
 The rampant illness is 
thought to be caused by a 
strain of the norovirus, which 
is marked by symptoms of 
diarrhea, vomiting, nausea and 
stomach cramping. 
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 The recent $3 million gift 
from Westminster alumna, 
Elsie Hillman of the Henry L. 
Hillman Foundation has gener-
ated excitement among faculty 
and students. 
 The donation supports the 
construction of a new building, 
the Hillman Performing Arts 
Center, on the Westminster 
campus. Fundraising is ongo-
ing; the goal is to reach the 
$7.5 million cost of the build-
ing. Rider is anxious to begin 
construction after the building  
is approved by the Regional 
Planning Board, according to 
Robert L. Annis, dean and 
director of Westminster. 
 “As soon as we can open 
it, we can use it,” Annis said. 
“We have the large gift, but we 
still have some more money 
to raise. We can take it to the 
next step in terms of preparing 
the materials that a Planning 
Board requires. So that’ll take 
place over the next short period 
of time and then go to the 
Planning Board, hopefully by 
late spring or next summer at 
the latest.”
 The new L-shaped build-
ing will be connected to the 
Playhouse and form a quad-
rangle with Taylor Hall. It will 
have classrooms and perfor-
mance spaces. The center could 
be a potential outdoor perfor-
mance area as well, Annis said. 
 Liz Folger, a junior music 
education major, said that 

she is excited about the new 
opportunities the building will 
provide to students and the 
potential positive impact on 
Westminster’s reputation.
 “It will be absolutely amaz-
ing to have a real performance 
and rehearsal space of our own,” 
Folger said. “We currently use 
the Playhouse for these things, 
which is too small for all of 
the symphonic choir and pretty 
unimpressive as a performance 
space considering the reputa-
tion of Westminster. To have a 
home of our own to perform in 
will be amazing.” 
 The Hillman fam-
ily has been a supporter of  
Westminster for many years. 
They have sponsored scholar-
ships, endowed faculty chairs 
and improved the technol-
ogy on campus. The $3 million 

donation is the largest contri-
bution to date, according to 
Annis. 
 “It’s heartening to think 
that someone goes through the 
school, receives an education 
and then thinks so fondly of 
the institution that they want 
to give back to the institution, 
so it’s just terrific,” Annis said. 
 The Hillman family’s 
involvement on Westminster’s 
campus does not go unno-
ticed by students, according 
to Jonathan Lakeland, a senior 
piano performance major.
 “This unbelievably gener-
ous gift came as a surprise, 
but was immediately met with 
great appreciation and gratitude 
from the entire Westminster 
community,” Lakeland said. 
“The Hillmans have long been 
avid supporters of Westminster. 

Every student knows their 
name —especially now.”
 Folger agrees that the 
Hillmans are a presence at 
Westminster. 
 “I actually met Elsie 
Hillman in May on the Bell 
Choir tour and it was so inspir-
ing to hear her talk about 
Westminster and its impact on 
her life,” Folger said. 
 Michael Zubert, a junior 
music education major, said 
that he appreciates the Hillman 
family’s continual devotion to 
Westminster. 
 “It is great to know that 
Westminster still has consider-
ate benefactors who are invest-
ed in the musical development 
of future generations,” Zubert 
said. 

Security BriefS

Inappropriate Ads

 Public Safety was quick 
to remove a certain flyer cir-
culating around campus early 
in the morning on Saturday, 
Feb. 4.
 While on patrol, a Public 
Safety officer came across a 
flyer at 12:45 a.m., that con-
tained an obscene message. 
The notice invited students 
to attend a masturbation 
party at the sorority houses 
of Delta Phi Epsilon and Phi 
Sigma Sigma. Every flyer has 
since been removed and dis-
carded. 
 The incident is still under 
investigation. Public Safety 
asks anyone with additional 
information to call x5029.

Too Close

 An invasion of personal 
space was clearly a matter 
of great importance to one 
female resident student. 
 On Tuesday, Feb. 1, the 
student reported to Public 
Safety that on Monday, Jan. 
31, at 9:45 p.m., a male 
student touched her face in 
front of North Hall. The 
female victim reported that 
his touch caused her to feel 
nervous because she did not 
give the male permission to 
touch her. 
 Public Safety located the 
male student and spoke to 
him about the incident. No 
other reprimands have been 
issued. 

Bathroom Bruises

 An unfortunate trip to 
the restroom left one female 
student injured.    
 While in the women’s 
restroom on the first floor of 
Fine Arts last week, the vic-
tim was getting paper towels 
from the dispenser when it 
fell open and hit her in the 
face and shoulder, causing 
cuts and bruising. 
 A witness called Public 
Safety. Upon arrival, the 
officers looked over the 
wounds and offered to call an 
ambulance, but the student 
declined additional medical 
treatment. 

Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.
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Students caught a quick glimpse of winter during the dusting 
of snow Rider recieved on Wednesday.  This nighttime shot 
depicts the natural beauty of the snow-blanketed campus. 
To have your Rider-themed photo featured as “Photo of the 
Week,” in The Rider News email sarlom@rider.edu.

Photos courtesy of the Finance Division of  WCC

The concept art for Westminster’s Hillman Performing Arts Center details its placement on the 
campus. The building connects to the Playhouse and forms a quadrangle with Taylor Hall.

Photo by Angelina Valente

By Rachel Stengel
stengelr@theridernews.com

Correction

In last week’s issue, Katelyn 
White was mistakenly cred-
ited as the photographer of 
the men’s baskeball photo 
on p. 12. Maggie Sarlo was 
the photographer.

Contribute to The Rider News Online and be 
a feature writer, blogger, photographer, or 
videographer and build your portfolio!
And don’t miss our blogs about music, 
fashion, studying abroad, the freshman 
experience and various other subjects.
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Photo of the Week

Are you interested in learning how 
to perfect your news writing and 
reporting abilities? 
Want to learn valuable skills that 
will enhance your professional port-
folio and résumé? 

If so, join us for a Reporter’s 
Workshop on Monday, 
February 13 at 6 p.m. in 
Ridge House Basement. 



As of Thursday night, 58 
students in total have been 
affected by a norovirus infec-
tion on both campuses. 
 “Given the number of 
students who were exhibit-
ing symptoms late Wednesday 
night and early Thursday morn-
ing within a very short period 
of time, we knew rather quickly 
that we were dealing with more 
than just a series of isolated 
incidents,” the University’s 
response said.
 The first notice of an out-
break came from the Lawrence 
Township police, who received 
a call from a parent asking for 
an ambulance for her daugh-
ter who exhibited gastrointes-
tinal symptoms. Public Safety 
received a number of calls with-
in a short time span of students 
presenting similar symptoms.  
 Sickened students were 
transported to area hospitals 
because of the high number 
of incidents and the time of 
day, according to the response 
from Campbell, Stasolla and 
Higgins. 
 As of Thursday, the num-
ber of cases had dropped and 
all but one student were treated 
and returned to campus.
 “There has been a signifi-
cant decrease since Wednesday 
night in the number of report-
ed cases of students exhibit-
ing symptoms of a norovirus 
infection,” the response said. 
“Transports to area hospitals are 
also significantly reduced.”
 The fast-spreading norovi-
rus left some students ill with 
confusion. Freshman Mariah 
Major was one of the infected 
students who waited in the lob-
by of Switlik Hall for treatment 
by EMTs. She did not know 
what illness she had acquired 
at the time and was transported 

to a local hospital. 
 Senior Daniel A. 
Gartenberg, a student infect-
ed by the norovirus was also 
unsure of the cause of his ill-
ness.
 “On the second floor of 
Switlik at least three of us have 
been vomiting and have come 
down with what is most likely a 
case of food poisoning,” he said.
  Currently my symptoms 
are under control.”
  Norovirus is typically not 
a serious illness, as most people 
get better within one to two 
days, but it is very contagious, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
A University Communications 
email that was sent to students 
said individuals contract noro-
virus through infected vomit 
and stool. One must come in 
contact with it through eat-
ing or drinking contaminated 
liquids, touching a surface with 
the virus then touching one’s 
mouth or having direct con-
tact with an infected individual. 
As precautionary measures, the 
University urged students to 
frequently wash their hands 
and refrain from sharing drinks, 
food or utensils.
 Resident Advisors (RAs) 
were instructed to check on 
every resident in their build-
ing during the early hours of 
Thursday morning.
 “We were told to go door-
to-door to check and make sure 
everyone was okay,” said Poyda 
RA Pat Risi. “A kid on my floor 
was vomiting and said he had 
stomach pains as well as three 
other residents in Poyda. It was 
pretty crazy.”
 Some students attributed 
the cause of the outbreak to 
food services because the Bronc 
Diner closed two hours early on 
Wednesday night around the 
same time as the illness hit full 
force. Campbell, Stasolla and 
Higgins deny that food was the 

source.
 “As best as we are able to 
ascertain, this outbreak is not 
connected to food services,” the 
response said. “The diner was 
closed last night as a precau-
tionary measure while we were 
trying to assess the situation 
and determine the cause of stu-
dents’ symptoms.”
 According to Chief of 
Police Daniel Posluszny, 
Lawrence Township police is 
taking steps to alert the resi-
dents of Lawrence Township 
and neighboring areas of the 
spreading virus.
 “Right now we haven’t had 
any other reports about it in the 
community,” he said. “So far it’s 
been an isolated incident. If we 
get any more reports we will act 
accordingly. Right now we are 
just getting the information out 
to everybody that there is an 
outbreak at Rider.” 
 Princeton University also 
experienced an outbreak of 
the norovirus. According to 
Princeton University spokes-
person Martin Mbugua, since 
Jan. 29 about 100 cases of the 

norovirus have been found on 
Princeton’s campus. 
 “We’ve seen more than the 
usual number of students expe-
riencing symptoms of gastroen-
teritis for this time of the year,” 
he said.
 Students at Rider unaf-
fected by the virus were uneasy 
about what exactly was going 
on as news van after news 
van packed the roads that run 
through campus.
 “I was definitely nervous 
once I woke up and found 
out what was going on,” said 
sophomore Lindsey Hegenauer. 
“I’m glad the University is step-
ping up with sanitizing every-
thing. I live in a suite and they 
came in to clean our bathroom 
that we normally clean our-
selves.” 
 At Princeton, panic over 
the virus was not as prevalent 
and most students were treated 
at the McCosh Health Center, 
Mbugua said. 
 Matt Haake, Princeton 
University freshman was not 
as concerned as Rider students 
have been regarding the recent 

outbreak. 
 “They advised us to be 
super clean and careful with 
everything, but honestly if it 
weren’t for the emails [they sent 
out], I wouldn’t even know it 
was going around,” he said.
 The College of New Jersey 
(TCNJ) has not had any report-
ed cases of students infected 
with the norovirus, but pre-
cautions are still being taken, 
according to TCNJ’s Executive 
Direction of College Relations, 
Stacy Schuster.
 “We sent out an email to 
the campus community advis-
ing preventative methods,” she 
said. “Our student health ser-
vices has been in contact with 
the health service departments 
from Princeton and Rider.”
 TCNJ Sophomore Thomas 
Crockford said that even though 
TCNJ has not experienced any 
cases, students are being more 
cautious.
 “Nothing too bad has hap-
pened here yet; everyone’s just 
being a little more careful about 
using hand sanitizer,” he said. 
“Makes sense though since 
we’re so close. No one wants 
to get sick like that, even if it’s 
only for a day or two.”
 Throughout the day on 
Thursday many Rider students 
hesitated going to classes or 
skipped altogether in fear they 
would contract the virus while 
in contact with other people. 
Others were clearly angry that 
classes remained in session, 
claiming it posed as a health 
risk for themselves and their 
classmates.
 “Classes should have been 
cancelled,” said sophomore 
Dan Krayton. “Not only is the 
virus still transmittable, but 
the school was late in notify-
ing students, putting the entire 
student body at risk. Out of 
the safety of their students, the 
administration should have 
cancelled class.”
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News vans from media stations including CNN,  ABC and Fox News came to campus during the 
day on Thursday to cover the norovirus outbreak that plagued campus.
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Update: WCC Parking lot approved and in progress

 After three years of plan-
ning, approvals, appeals 
and more approvals, the 
Westminster Choir College 
(WCC) parking lot will finally 
add 93 new spaces, according 
to Vice President of Facilities 
and Auxiliary Services Mike 
Reca.   
 In February of 2011, Rider 
won an appeal to build a new 
parking lot consisting of 93 
spaces at WCC in a ruling 

that went against Princeton 
residents’ efforts to protest the 
Princeton Regional Planning 
Board’s decision. Two months 
later, a group of residents filed 
an appeal against the lot and 
a case was taken to the New 
Jersey Superior Court Appellate 
Division. According to the res-
idents, their unhappiness lay 
in the undisclosed master plan 
for the parking lot. Many also 
feared that the market value 
of their homes would decrease 

with the addition of the lot. 
Rider has since won the case 
and the appeal.
 “Westminster students 
are really looking forward to 
the future construction of 
an expanded parking lot on 
campus,” said WCC Student 
Government Association presi-
dent Anna Friars. “Our stu-
dents are extremely passionate 
about this issue and acknowl-
edge greatly the positive impact 
it would have. The administra-

tion has done an outstanding 
job at fighting for this particu-
lar need of our student body I 
believe sincerely that this may 
be one of the most important 
priorities for past, present and 
future students of the choir col-
lege.”
 “The total number of 
spaces will increase from 284 
to 377,” Reca said. “The rec-
ommended number of space 
from the Princeton Planning 
Board for a campus the size of 

Westminster is 440. It will cost 
$900,000, an amount that will 
be supported by the University 
Operating Budget.” 
 Reca added that in addition 
to new parking spaces, there 
will also be improved lighting, 
better drainage and new land-
scaping.
 “This lot will provide more 
parking options for all students, 
staff, faculty and visitors,” he 
said.  “It is definitely something 
they all need.” 

  The program, “A Place 
Out of Time: The Bordentown 
School,” will be presented on the 
Westminster campus Tuesday 
and on the Lawrenceville cam-
pus Wednesday by Dr. Mildred 
Rice-Jordan, whose uncle start-
ed the Bordentown School, a 
school for colored men and 
women.
 The MLK Day of Service 
will take place next Friday, since 
students were not on campus 
on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, according to Brown.
 “[The MLK Day of 
Service] is an opportunity for 
students to put into practical 
action everything they’ve done 
and heard all month,” Brown 
said. 
 On Wednesday, Feb. 22, 

there will be a Midnight Run 
in which students will prep 
food and clothing to bring to 
the homeless in New York City, 
another chance for students to 
provide services.
 Music is another aspect of 
Black history that Rider will 
be celebrating. The History of 
Hip-Hop took place on Feb. 8, 
providing a “contemporary his-
torical interpretation of black 
music,” according to Brown.  
 “The Color of Music,” pre-
sentation on Thursday, Feb. 
23 in the Yvonne Theater, will 
reflect on popular black music 
of the fifties, sixties and sev-
enties and will be hosted by 
Charlie Geter, a Rider alum-
nus. On Monday, Feb. 27, the 
Gospel Fest will be held in 
the Cavalla Room, hosted by 
Reggie Walker, another Rider 
alumnus.  
 The month’s festivities will 

conclude on Tuesday, Feb. 28, 
with Rev. DeForest B. Soaries, 
who will give a speech in the 
Cavalla Room. Soaries has been 
involved with social justice 
issues for many years. 
 “He has a lot to say and is 
very intriguing. He has a very 
close connection with Rider,” 
Brown said.
 Bivens said that Black his-
tory month provides a great 
opportunity for students to 
experience other cultures.
 “Black history isn’t just 
for African Americans,” Bivens 
said. “It’s for everyone because 
it’s American history. Students 
will get a sense of this if they 
go the events. BSU’s goal is to 
observe our past, gain clarity 
on our present and shine a light 
on our future. Each of our pro-
grams this year falls in one, if 
not all, of those categories.” 

 When Nick Barbati first 
came to Rider in 2003 as a 
freshman political science 
major, he had no idea that he 
would eventually be working 
with future Rider students to 
bring a variety of performers to 
campus, let alone that he would 
receive an award for it.
 “I really have the best 
job,” said Barbati, an office of 
campus activities coordinator 
and adviser for the Student 
Entertainment Council (SEC). 
“I’m in the field of making 
memories for students, memo-
ries that they can look back on 
and reminisce about the fun 
that they had a certain event.  
I’m so glad I am able to provide 
that for Rider students.”
 This past week, Barbati was 
notified that he had been select-
ed as Programmer of the Year, 
an award sponsored by College 
Power Performers. Barbati said 
the award is flattering, but not 
the true reward of his job. 
 “The recognition was an 
honor, but my true award is 
working with the students and 
knowing that when a performer 
comes here, we do our best to 
provide them, and the students,  
with a  positive and memorable 

experience.”
 The recipient of the award 
was determined by performers 
who rate their experiences at 
the campuses they visit. A let-
ter sent to Barbati from Power 
Performers stated that event 
planners from 4,200 inaugural 
campuses were rated by the 
performers brought to those 
campuses. The performers rated 
their visits based on the plan-
ning of the event and their 
personal experience. 
 “I’m always pretty 
impressed with the quality and 
variety of events Rider brings 
to campus,” said sophomore 
Karen Canino. “They’re all 
organized really well. [It] makes 
sense that the person in charge 
of overseeing the events would 
win an award.”
 According to Barbati, 
Rider’s well-planned and well-
run events that won the award 
are a credit to the students 
involved in the SEC. 
 “We always get compli-
ments from our performers 
on the quality of service they 
receive from our SEC students 
and the quality of the event as a 
whole,” he said.
 Rider’s SEC often attends 
conferences with planning 
boards from other colleges and 
according to Barbati, “not all 

schools handle themselves in 
the way Rider’s SEC does; with-
out question our students stand 
out as most professional and 
most mature.”
 As far as planning campus 
events and bringing entertain-
ers to campus, the students are 
very hands on, carrying out all 
the major steps necessary to run 
an event on campus.
 “I sit back and give them 
info and help them with dif-
ferent acts, but they ultimately 
make decisions, guide finances 
and make everything happen,” 
Barbati said. “My job is to 
make sure everything is in order 
and that all the I’s are dotted 
and T’s crossed when the per-
formers do come to campus.”
 SEC President Willie 
Emmanuel was not suprised 
his adviser would win an award 
such as this.
 “Nick has truly been a 
motivator and exemplary mod-
el for myself,” he said. “I can-
not think of a more deserving 
recipient for such a prestigious 
honor than him. I could not be 
happier for him and certainly 
wish him the best.”
 Barbati has long been a 
part of making sure Rider stu-
dents have the best in terms 
of entertainment events. As 
an undergraduate, he quickly 

developed a good relationship 
with Student Affairs and was 
offered a job in the Office of 
Campus Life upon his gradua-
tion in 2007. Since then, he has 
helped to bring numerous acts 
of a wide variety to Rider. 
 Out of all of the events he 
has been a part of, Barbati felt 
the best-presented event was 
the Michael Jackson Tribute 
show held at the end of last 
semester in the Bart Luedeke 
Center (BLC) theater. 
 “At the end of the show 
people were standing up, sing-
ing and dancing. There was 
such a strong energy and it was 
clear that everyone in the audi-

ence was having a great time,” 
he said. “I love that moment. 
Because of the event, we were 
able to make their lives better 
and more enjoyable for that one 
night, a feeling they otherwise 
would not have been able to 
experience.”
 With regards to the award, 
Barbati reinforced the fact that 
while he is pleased and hon-
ored, working with his students 
is what makes him love his job.
 “The award itself is very 
nice and being Programmer of 
the Year is great, but being an 
adviser to [SEC students] is 
even better.”

By Katie Zeck 
zeckk@theridernews.com

Barbati receives accolades for entertaining

Photos courtesy of Nick Barbati

Nick Barbati, Office of Campus Activities coordinator and SEC 
adviser is the recipient of Programmer of the Year award.

By Amar Kadapia 
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Artwork depicting the Tuskegee Airmen and their fighter planes 
in World War II was showcased during their visit to Rider and 
the presentation of the film Tuskegee Airmen.
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Landscapes evoke Lynette Lombard’s senses

 Many aspiring artists find 
the uncertainty of success in the 
art world intimidating enough 
even before a single piece has 
been created.
 For Lynette Lombard, the 
focus of Rider’s most recent 
art gallery exhibition “Painting 
Place,” open until Feb. 26, the 
challenges that come along with 
choosing artistry as a profession 
have continued even after find-
ing success.
 “Landscapes are a challenge 
for me and I like a challenge,” 
Lombard said. “It pulls me in 
the space [of the canvas]. There 
has to be a push and pull to the 
entire painting from the col-
ors and geometry. And when I 
work with landscapes, I become 
vulnerable and connected to 
myself with the experience and 
place [I am situated in]. In the 
end, painting matters because 
the emotion reconnects with 
the impulses of paintings.”
 The exhibition was accom-
panied by an opening recep-
tion and artist’s talk on Tuesday 
night. Lombard started the talk 
by explaining her first encoun-
ter with paint. She joked about 
her initial reaction, explain-
ing that even though she had 
originally been interested in 
sculpture, she destroyed every 
sculpture she had created after 
discovering the world of paint.
 “Painting is a way of life, 
and thus you have to keep the 
motivation,” she said about her 
chosen medium.

 She also seemed quite 
enthusiastic while describing 
each of her paintings. Some 
slides she showed even con-
sisted of paintings undergoing 
changes before they could be 
shown in the gallery.
 Lombard, an associate pro-
fessor of art at Knox College in 
Galesburg, Ill., explained the 
complicated process behind 
each of her paintings.
 “I first look for a site,” she 
said. “There has to be some-
thing complex about the site 
with color relationships and 
geometry, both drawing the 
viewer in.”

 She also acknowledged that 
she is somewhat of an environ-
mentalist by using landscape as 
her motif.
 “Of course it won’t cause 
people to save energy or that 
sort of thing,” she said. “But it 
reminds me that there’s terrific 
erosion in nature.”
 In addition to teaching at 
Knox College, Lombard has also 
been exhibited in both the U.S. 
and abroad. She studied at Yale 
University; Goldsmiths College 
of Art, part of the University 
of London; and the New York 
Studio School. She is current-
ly a member of the Bowery 
Gallery in New York, along 
with Deborah Rosenthal, pro-
fessor and curator of Lombard’s 
exhibition at Rider.
 “We both think about 
the same kind of paint, but 
have no influence on each 
other,” Rosenthal said. “Being 
curator gives me a chance to 
bring interesting artists with 
national prominence to Rider 
University.”
 Lombard has also spent 
time with Rosenthal’s students, 
by lending her advice and pay-
ing a visit to the Princeton 
University Art Museum with 
them.
 “I am very pleased to 
be showing the work of an 
artist who is also willing to 
look at [my students’] works,” 
Rosenthal said.
 Along with learning and 
working in both London and 
New York, Lombard has also 
worked in Spain, near the 
Mediterranean Sea.
 She said no matter where 
she is, however, her studio gives 
her the most clarity, telling of a 

time when she was in Spain and 
ended up bringing her work 
back to her New York studio.
 “I’m just so bombarded by 
so much, but in the studio, I can 
focus on the important space of 
the painting,” Lombard said.
 The emotional connection 
Lombard seems to feel with her 
paintings appears to be affect-
ing viewers as well, at least 
according to art critic Lance 
Esplund.
 “Lombard’s collisions of 
color convey the activity and 
immediacy of the artist’s eye as 
it darts from motif to palette 

to canvas in an attempt to rein 
in everything before the light 
changes,” he said. “Our senses 
are heightened.”

By Megan Blauvelt

Photos courtesy of Megan Blauvelt

The countryside comes to life with October at Finebergs, the artist’s representation of the landscape during a month in fall.

Land and water are whirled together in Over the Boulders. 
The paintings featured in Lynette Lombard’s exhibition are all 
recent creations from her work in both Illinois and Spain.

Lombard combines bright colors and distinct lines to create the 
oil painting Tree in Winter, a slightly abstract landscape.



 
  
  
  
 Diehard Harry Potter fans can breathe 
a sigh of relief – their beloved Daniel 
Radcliffe has proven with his starring role 
in a remake of the 1989 horror film The 
Woman in Black that he is not typecast 
in cinema. This gloomy, creepy film isn’t 
likely to stand alongside the best horror 
films of the decade, but is still worth a 
viewing because of its ability to make you 
feel legitimately unsafe and unsettled. 
Although it did not reign supreme at the 
box office, it took a remarkably close sec-
ond to Chronicle, earning  $21 million for 
the weekend.
 The concept isn’t too original yet 
still allows for a decent plotline. Radcliffe 
portrays the role of young lawyer Arthur 
Kipps, a financially-struggling father to 
a four-year-old son, Joseph. We quickly 
learn that Kipps’ wife died while giving 
birth to their son. Kipps is assigned to 
handle the account for a huge estate built 
on a marsh and soon begins hearing eerie 
sounds throughout the house. 
 He has multiple sightings of a ghostly 
woman, dressed in a black gown, who 
previously lived at the estate and now 
haunts the grounds. Of course, all trapped 
spirits have a motive – hers being the 
need to convince innocent children to kill 
themselves so that she can “love” and keep 
them as her own, which is an imagina-
tive twist on the traditional ghost story. 
However, because of heavy accents and 
quick speech, portions of the plot are dif-

ficult to grasp.
 Kipps isn’t much of a personality, 
and is actually somewhat boring, speak-
ing minimally and showing little emotion 
other than “somewhat afraid” or “slightly 
confused.”  However, this does not mean 
that Radcliffe didn’t do his character jus-
tice; he quite obviously did the best he 
could with the role he was given. It ini-
tially seems a bit odd that his child was 
4 years old, as Radcliffe physically looks 
rather young, but a well-conveyed, strong 
connection between Kipps and Joseph 
makes the relationship much more believ-
able. 
 Despite confusion-induced plotholes 
and dull characters, this film is truly 
scary. There are multiple moments created 
solely to make the audience jump, scream 

and generally freak out. The woman is 
an eerie, evil apparition, whose shriek is 
literally bloodcurdling. She also tends to 
manipulate things, like creaking rock-
ing chairs and creepy wind up toys. The 
woman actually doesn’t appear too often, 
but when she does, you may find your-
self praying for skinny little Kipps; her 
appearance is ghastly and distorted. 
 While casting Radcliffe may not have 
been more than a ploy for gathering audi-
ences, he still deserves credit for his per-
formance. The Woman in Black isn’t likely 
to stand out in an endless sea of average 
horror movies, but it’s still worth watch-
ing for those who thoroughly enjoy being 
scared.

FILM REVIEW
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The Woman in Black plagues Potter star

filmofilia.com or thedailybeast.com

A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
the least lamentable comedy

 If there’s ever a constant to be relied upon, it’s that someone somewhere is adapting a William 
Shakespeare play. Rider University’s Westminster College of the Arts will be continuing the cycle by 
performing the Shakespeare play A Midsummer Night’s Dream from Feb. 16 through 19 in the Bart 
Luedeke Center Theater on Rider’s campus in Lawrenceville.
 In A Midsummer Night’s Dream, fairies, royalty and a couple of bumbling actors make up a quirky 
cast as comic misunderstandings and adventure combine. The show is a composition of three dif-
ferent plotlines that all incorporate multiple themes, such as love and romance, violence, sexuality 
and feminism. The story has been adapted into multiple films, the earliest dating back to 1935 and 
the most recent in 1999. A Midsummer Night’s Dream is widely regarded as one of the most popular 
Shakespearian works of literature. 
 Performed by students of Rider University, the production will be directed by Trent Blanton, a 
veteran of the acting community and the director of the recent Rider University production of “The 
Laramie Project.”
 Performances will be Friday, Feb. 17 at 8 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 18 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. and Sunday, 
Feb. 19 at 2 p.m.  A preview performance will be presented on Thursday, Feb. 16 at 7 p.m.
 Tickets for the Feb. 17 - 19 performances are $20 for adults and $15 for students and seniors.  For 
tickets, call the box office at 609-896-5303 or e-mail ticketbooth@rider.edu. Tickets for the preview 
performance on Feb. 16 are $9 and available at the door.

doctormacro.com

This moment between lovers can be found in the 1935 film adaptation of this Shakespearean play.

Valentine’s Day Q&A:  
What does Valentine’s Day mean for 

single Rider students?

By Lisa Henderson
hendersonl@theridernews.com 

Rider gets chance to rock ’n’ roll with Broadway’s Jersey Boys

A hatchet is probably not the most effective weapon to protect against an appari-
tion, yet Kipps will do anything he can to find an explanation for his ghostly visions.

 
                            
 
  
  
  
     Rider’s Senior Year Experience is sponsoring a trip on Friday, Feb. 24, for Broadway lovers to experience the rags-to-riches 
story of Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons in Jersey Boys.
 According to the show’s website, Jersey Boys is the story of “four blue-collar kids working their way from the streets of Newark 
to the heights of stardom.” The musical follows the entire journey that was the Four Seasons’ career.
 Jersey Boys opened on Broadway in 2005 and has since received critical acclaim and multiple awards, including the 2006 Tony 
Award for Best Musical.
 Although it takes place in the 1960s and follows one of the most successful rock ’n’ roll groups of the time, audiences of all 
ages can appreciate the engaging musical soundtrack.
 For $30, students are supplied with transportation to and from the theater and a ticket to the 8 p.m. show. Tickets have been 
on sale since Jan. 30 at the Student Recreation Center Ticket Booth, according to Rider’s alumni website.

“Last year I got asked on 
a date last second, so I’m 
hoping for the same kind of 
luck! Other than that, I’ll 
treat it like any other day and 
secretly envy cute couples.”

-Lauren Findley, junior

“I’m going out with other 
singles to Applebees for 
half-priced appetizers.”

-Joe Arias, sophomore

“I’m seeing Cassadee Pope, 
who was the lead singer of 
a band called Hey Monday. 
I’m going with some friends 
from home who also love the 
band.”

-Angelique Lee, senior

“I would normally find a 
special girl to spend it with 
and treat her like she’s the 
only girl in the world. Lots 
of roses, chocolate and 
Taylor Swift music always 
makes the date great.”

-Geno Sidders, sophomore

“My best friend and I ex-
change gifts so we’re not 
miserable without someone 
to share the day with.”

-Filomen Bahbah, junior

“I plan on watching some 
trash T.V. and eating some 
chocolate.”

-Jessica Zimmer, junior

“It’s just like any other day. 
If a chick gives me a val-
entine that’s great, but I’m 
not going out of my way to 
give a valentine to someone 
unless she means something 
to me.”

-Micah Levy, junior

“I usually watch my favorite 
chick flick with my room-
mates and a pint of our 
favorite Ben and Jerry’s ice 
cream with a side of those 
little heart candies, which we 
read to each other.”

-Chris Wolak, senior

“I plan on having breakfast 
with all my girls then go-
ing shopping. Afterwards, 
we’ll bake and decorate big 
cookies while we watch The 
Notebook and cry.”

-Jennifer Moscatelli, junior

By Nicole Veenstra
veenstran@theridernews.com 

thebroadwayblog.com
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See Valentine’s Day, p. 9

This Week’s Birthdays
Feb. 11, 1979 -  Brandy, 33
Feb. 16, 1957 - LeVar Burton, 55
Feb. 16, 1958 - Ice-T, 54

 Valentine’s Day is a holiday that I have a mixed reaction to each year.  Like St. Patrick’s Day, it was 
originally a Christian feast day that gained popularity as a secular celebration and eventually became 
over-commercialized.
 My first memory of the holiday goes back to when I attended a Catholic school, where I learned 
that St. Valentine’s Day is the anniversary of the death of St. Valentine. He was a priest who was killed 
for performing Christian marriages during the Roman persecution of Christians.
 Until last year, I never had someone to spend Valentine’s Day with. Although I had dated, I had 
a particular knack for being single around Feb. 14 each year. I learned about “Singles Awareness Day,” 
an alternate name for the holiday, the hard way.
 Television overflows with advertising for Valentine’s Day.  Flowers, expensive jewelry and candies 
are iconic gifts offered by retailers for Feb. 14. Each year the same premise is revisited: dazzle him or 
her with something material, as if love can be measured by the amount you spend.
 Stores are no better with lurid pink and red displays for the holiday. Cards are ready for sale; 
prepackaged valentines for students and vats of candy are everywhere, most of them chocolate.  The 
day after Valentine’s Day, they will be deeply discounted, usually at least 50 percent off.  Some people 
use this as an opportunity to shop for next year; others take advantage of cheap chocolate.
 The commercialism of the holiday is a classic example of manufactured demand. For those 
unfamiliar with the concept, it is creating a need. Advertising and store displays tell us that we need 
someone to spend Valentine’s Day with and that we need to buy him or her a gift. 

Commuter Comments

Make the best of Valentine’s Day
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Norovirus info
quickly goes viral

New schedule,
aged problems
 As the semester zooms by, the frantic inevibility of class 
registration looms around the corner. Scrambling to get all the 
classes you need can be an overwhelming process that seems to 
come more quickly with every passing term.
 The class selection grid has been completely re-lettered and 
formatted for this coming fall. The re-lettering of class periods 
will improve the clarity of schedules, yet there is still a pesky 
overlap that could prove to be problematic for some students.
 The new schedule will have all class time periods on the grid 
itself, unlike our system where nearly a third of the classes offered 
aren’t allotted an actual letter, such as a Tuesday/Thursday night 
class that meets from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. This will prove to be 
less confusing during the registration process.
 While it seems as though the issue of conflicting classes has 
been addressed in the new changes, such as adjusting the start 
times of certain night classes from 6 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., there are 
still some concerns of overlapping in the new schedule.
 According to Dr. Jonathan Millen, the associate dean of 
Liberal Arts, Education and Sciences, there will be classes that 
run simultaneously at different lengths. This may cause problems 
for students who need certain classes to graduate but cannot 
fulfill that requirement because these classes run alongside other 
classes they have. If there must be some kind of overlap, it should 
be classes for different majors, so there are fewer conflicts.
 With all changes come growing pains, and the new schedule 
layout is no exception. Students may be confused at first, but 
could find the new schedule to be just what Rider needs.
These weekly editorials express the majority opin-
ion of The Rider News. This week’s editorials were 
written by the Opinion Editor, Kristy Grinere.

 This week at Rider what spread even faster than the norovi-
rus itself was the plentiful information that students and faculty 
campus-wide received regarding it.
 Since Wednesday night, when symptoms of the very con-
tagious norovirus were first made known and visible to us at 
Rider, up until all day Thursday; we have been receiving infor-
mation through various emails, rider alerts and especially word 
of mouth. In a time like this, the most important thing is that 
everyone is made aware of the symptoms, probable causes and 
preventions in order to ensure the safety of the whole campus. 
Rider has already done a great job with this and in a very swift 
and timely matter. 
 The emails sent to the student body mentioned the lifespan 
of the virus as one to two days, once it has been caught. However, 
the norovirus, being as infectious as it is, stays with you and is 
still quite contagious up until three days after. Having said that, 
the fact that classes were still in session during this epidemic 
seems a little trivial and more risky to the health of students. 
Compared to the well being of the campus and ensuring that no 
one else needs to be hospitalized with the illness, classes weren’t 
nearly as important. This should have been recognized by the 
administration and our health should have been put first in this 
situation. 
 While the campus forges ahead in taking precautions with 
the norovirus and assuring the cleanliness of campus facilities, it 
is important that the administration continues to keep the Rider 
community aware of any further updates. 
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 “Broncs Go Green” is the driving force for sustainability initiatives on Rider University’s campus, 
defined by the four R’s: “reduce, reuse, refuse [the purchase of non-sustainable goods] and recycle,” 
according to The Princeton Review’s Guide to 311 Green Colleges.
 Throughout the years, the Eco-Representatives have improved Rider University’s level of sustain-
ability. Organizing events and projects to reduce Rider’s waste and energy consumption has been one 
of the Eco-reps main goals, along with strengthening student involvement in living greener lifestyles.
 Reducing food waste in Dalys and Cranberry’s has been a project of the Sustainability office, espe-
cially during the competition of RecycleMania, which has already started. Along with contributing to 
decreasing waste in the dining halls, launching the “Green-To-Go Club” gets Rider students involved. 
Although considered a lengthy and challenging process, it’s in fact an extremely easy waste-reducing 
system. This program is offered in all of Aramark’s Dining facilities and at Westminster, with the 
exception of the Bronc Diner, a decision made by Aramark.
 Some students just don’t have the time to fit sitting and eating in Dalys into their busy schedules, 
especially during those days when you have a three-hour night class that may conflict with dinner. 
This process allows students to eat on their own time. You can finally take your food with you from 
Dalys and reduce your garbage when you eat at Cranberry’s. A system that is actually very personal-
ized, the “Green-To-Go Club” allows you to eat where you want and when you want, with the added 
bonus of being environmentally friendly.
 To encourage the use of reusable water bottles Rider has installed Quench stations. Although I 
agree there are problems currently, better solutions are underway for the near future. 
 Recently we have shifted our collaboration from Quench to Elkay. These new units are a com-
bination of a water fountain and a bottle-fill station in one. Our first plan is to replace all of the old 
Quench stations, with 15 of these new and improved Elkay units, which we already have on campus. 
Because of their design, these units need to be built into the walls and will be time consuming to 
install. While it may take some time, you will start to see these up-to-date Elkay units around over 
the next year.
 As you can tell this process of having the accessibility for students, as well as our faculty and 
staff, to live a green lifestyle is all constructed around time and money. Problems do arise, but the 
Sustainability office is working toward correcting those issues. Rider, Eco-Reps and the Sustainability 
office collaborate to educate students about how to possess these “easier ways” for everyone on campus 
to live out a green lifestyle.

-Katelyn White
Sophomore Eco-Rep

Letter to the Editor

Rider: Easing into being more green

Classroom Faceoff

Do laptops help or hurt the attention spans of students?
 It’s a scene that’s been depicted 
many times before in pop culture: 
college students sitting in a lecture 
hall with their laptops open, typing 
furiously, taking notes on the monoto-
nous lecture their professor is giving. It 
seems like the perfect situation; how-
ever, upon starting my first semester at 
Rider, I discovered that is not the typi-
cal college scene.
 A number of professors here at 
Rider University have made it quite 
clear to their students that they don’t 
allow the use of laptops in the class-
room. This all seemed so ridiculous to 
me, but after watching others on their 
laptops during class and using my own 
a few times, I discovered that this silly 
rule wasn’t so silly after all. 
 Almost every student who had his 
or her laptop open during class was 
doing practically anything else besides 
taking notes or working. Whether they 
were browsing Facebook, Twitter or 
any other website, Microsoft Word 
remained unopened on most desktops.  
 They weren’t getting any work 
done, let alone listening to the profes-
sor’s lecture. Even I would find myself 
watching my fellow students scroll 
through their Facebook newsfeeds and 
timelines and losing focus on what 
the professor was trying to teach us. 
Not only was it distracting to them, 
but it was distracting to other students 

around them 
as well.
 It wasn’t 
until I tried 
bringing my 
own laptop 
to a class that 
I realized 
how big the 
temptation 
was to goof 
off in class.  
Throughout 
the entire lecture, I found myself mind-
lessly opening dozens of tabs to check 
my various social media. Before I knew 
it, class was over and I hadn’t taken 
any notes or learned a thing. I couldn’t 
believe how distracted I had gotten 
because of a few websites. It was very 
clear to me how easily people could lose 
themselves on the Internet in class.
 Numerous students might think 
the “no laptop rule” is ridiculous; how-
ever, professors do have good reason 
to enforce it in their classes. It’s hard 
enough to grab and maintain a stu-
dent’s attention during a lecture, and 
access to high-speed Internet isn’t help-
ful. The professors here at Rider are 
only trying to help us learn and prepare 
us for the real world. After all, since 
we’re paying all of this money to get a 
good education, we shouldn’t waste it 
by playing games all class period.

No Laptops: 
Danielle Gittleman

 Having a laptop is very useful in 
class – when it is used for the right 
purposes, of course. Yes, there are stu-
dents on Facebook, Twitter and Tumblr 
during lectures, but there are those who 
use it for taking notes as well. Having a 
laptop in the classroom can help further 
students’ education.
 There are professors who give lec-
tures that are not only chock full of 
information, but also delivered at a 
fast pace. By the time a student is done 
writing down a few words, the professor 
is already on to another topic, and the 
student could forget the rest of what 
was said. This causes the student to 
scribble down the notes as fast as he or 
she can. Then, when the student reviews 
the notes in the future for a test, he or 
she has to decipher the chicken scratch. 
Having a laptop saves students time, 
as it allows them to type notes quickly 
enough while the information is still 
fresh in their minds, keeping the notes 
legible and easy to understand.
 How about for those early morning 
classes, especially that 8 a.m? Bringing a 
laptop to take notes can stimulate your 
brain. Research shows that the light spec-
trum, known as color temperature, from 
the laptop screen is interpreted by the 
brain as “It’s daylight, so pay attention,” 
according to CNN tech. Therefore, 
once you open that Mac or PC, your 
eyes send your brain a visual wake-up 

call for class.
 Another 
r e a s o n 
includes three 
words: World 
Wide Web. 
During my 
writing class, 
we often use 
the Internet 
to research 
articles to 
find evidence 
for our writ-
ing. 
 Having the tools we need in our 
possession keeps the class interactive 
and interesting. When a teacher posts 
a slideshow of the lecture in class, stu-
dents can follow along on their own 
computers. 
 We are all different when it comes 
to the way we learn best. Laptops 
enable students to go at their own pace. 
Without disrupting the class, students 
can search for further information on 
difficult concepts on the Internet. 
 A laptop is a very useful tool for the 
student in the classroom.  It can help 
you stay awake in class and take notes at 
a more rapid and efficient pace. There 
is no reason to use paper and pen when 
you can have a resource like your laptop 
at your fingertips.

Laptops:   
Megan Blauvelt

 A lot of students, especially those who live on campus, feel 
as though they need to have that special someone in their lives 
around this time of year.  However, there is nothing wrong with 
being single on any day of the year, including Valentine’s Day.
 The holiday is supposed to be about celebrating love, which 
can come in many forms. Friendship is one example. If you are 
single, Valentine’s Day can still be fun if you spend it with friends. 
Last year, a group of my friends spent it watching bad movies and 
had a blast. Sometimes, the nontraditional route for a holiday can 
make for the best time. 
 My own plans for Valentine’s Day will be unromantic this 
year, consisting of work and class. I will pass out a few of those 
prepackaged valentines to my friends to let them know they are 
appreciated. Celebrate the way you want to and have a great 
Valentine’s Day. 

-Jess Scanlon
Senior journalism major

Valentine’s Day
Continued from p. 8
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Rider picked second in MAAC

 The Rider men’s wrestling 
team (9-7, 3-1 CAA) will host 
the Columbia Lions (4-3) on 
Saturday in Alumni Gym.
 Rider has won its last three 
matches, all of which have 
come on the road. Columbia 
lost its last meet to number 
three-ranked Cornell, 30-9.
 Until recently, Rider has 
dealt with the loss of one of 
its star wrestlers, junior Zac 
Cibula (4-2, 149 lbs.), who sat 
out most of the season with a 
nagging ankle injury. Since his 
return, Cibula has won two 
matches in a row.
 Cibula and fellow junior 
Jim Resnick, ranked tenth in 
the nation according to www.
themat.com, “are the team’s 
foundation in terms of con-
sistency,” Head Coach Gary 
Taylor said.
 Rider has gone without 
four starters in 10 weight classes 
for various stints this season. 
 “This has never happened 
once in my tenure as coach,” 
Taylor said.
 Freshman Jimmy Morris 
gave the Broncs rock-like sup-
port in the anchor role of their 
road victory against Drexel 
Tuesday night, 18-15.
 “He’s on a really nice roll,” 

Taylor said. 
 Morris strung together two 
wins during the CAA Duals, 
including a decision against a 
nationally-ranked Binghamton 
opponent. 
 Morris was one of only 
two wrestlers for Rider to win 
both matches at the Conference 
Duals late last month.
 “[Jimmy] is a very com-
posed wrestler for any age 
group,” Taylor said. “We have 
a lot of confidence in Jimmy 
being able to close out match-
es.”
 Rider led Drexel 15-13 
heading into the final stretch 
with only the 125-pound 
weight class yet to bout. 
 “We just needed Jimmy to 
tie and he did much more than 
that,” Taylor said.
 Victory was at hand for 
Rider once sophomore Chuck 
Zeisloft handed Drexel its 
first major decision loss of the 
match. 
 Rider was deducted a point 
for unsportsmanlike conduct 
when Zeisloft swore following 
the match.
 “Every match is impor-
tant,” Taylor said. “Every 
match counts towards our 
overall record and will affect 
our chances at reaching the 
National Championship.”
 Taylor knows the Broncs 
will have to work hard in order 

to defeat a tough Columbia 
squad.
 “Columbia has a good 
team,” Taylor said. “We’re going 
to train hard.” 
 Rider has the reputation of 
playing “David and Goliath,” 
Taylor said, as the program 
has produced All-American 
wrestlers who don’t necessarily 
receive their deserved recogni-
tion from the University’s stu-

dents. 
 After its match tomorrow 
against Columbia, Rider will 
host 24th-ranked Hofstra on 
Feb. 16.
 The training and effort put 
in by this year’s wrestling squad 
is to replicate those past suc-
cesses.
 “Those goals don’t change,” 
Taylor said.

By Ben Smith

WRESTLING
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Wrestling gears up for Columbia

Katelyn White/The Rider News

Redshirt sophomore James Brundage attempts to take down 
his opponent from Rutgers. Rider faces Columbia on Saturday.

Peter G. Borg/Rider University Peter G. Borg/Rider University

The Rider baseball team was picked to finish second in the MAAC preseason poll. Senior Brandon 
Cotten, left, and sophomore Nick Crescenzo were named to the 12-member All-MAAC team.

place Fairfield, Rider came 
within 16 points with 7:03 left 
to play, but ended up falling by 
the same amount. The Broncs’ 
offense couldn’t find its rhythm 
as Rider scored a season-low 35 
points.
 Bopp finished with nine 
points and 14 rebounds, giving 
her a total of 597, ninth-best 
in school history as she passed 
Jennifer Feeney who had 590 
rebounds from 1992 to 1995.
 McKenzie had nine points 
and four rebounds while junior 
Carleigh Brown added eight 
rebounds.
 Rider has suffered losses 
to key personnel who have 
contributed significantly to its 
eight-game skid.
 “With [senior] Ali Heller 
and [junior] Sironda Chambers 
out, we lost 20 points from the 
perimeter,” Milligan said. “We 
are still finding our new com-
binations and scoring different 
ways.” 
 With some time, Milligan 
believes Rider will play better 
basketball.
 “We have some players 
who did not play as much early 
in the season that are now in 
different roles and are adapting 
to them,” she said.

 “We have been through a 
lot of adversity and I think 
it just made us stronger as a 
team,” Jones said. “Guys never 
stopped going hard in practice 
and we continued to believe 
that we were one of the best 
teams in the conference.”
 Penn added that the team’s 
improved health helps, too.
 “A few guys were banged 
up, which set us back,” Penn 
said. “Now we have a full roster 
where everyone can play big 
minutes.”
 As long as the team focuses 
for the next month, Dempsey 
hopes that Rider will be ready 
for the MAAC Tournament.
 “The goal is just improve-
ment at this point,” Dempsey 
said. “I said to my team that 
if the MAAC Tournament was 
this weekend, we aren’t ready. 
We have a month to get better; 
focus day by day and try and 
be more of a complete team. 
I think they’ve taken to that 
philosophy, not looking ahead, 
but looking at the process, and 
when we get to March, we 
can do something when we get 
there. Right now we aren’t good 
enough, but that doesn’t mean 
we won’t be good enough in a 
month.”

W. BBall
Continued from p. 11

away,” she said. “They both 
were calling me and I couldn’t 
answer until class was over but 
they were both thrilled.”
 As a Ballgirl, there’s more 
to the job than retrieving foul 
balls and tossing the souvenirs 
to hollering fans. The position 
also includes appearances at 
banquets, charity events, birth-
days and much more.
 “We make over 150 off-
field appearances including TV 
and radio as well as school 
visits, nursing home visits, golf 
and bowling tournaments and 
fashion shows,” Matreale said. 
“Most of the job deals with 
interacting with the public. 
[The Phillies] want us to be role 
models in professional sports 
for children.”
 And that’s what Matreale 
hopes to do. She plans to finish 
her softball career as Rider’s ace 
and graduate with a degree in 
marketing and a minor in the 
business of sports. 
 “I know my passion is in 
sports,” Matreale said. “I really 
want to work in sports.”
 And work for her beloved 
Phillies — from childhood fan 
to Ballgirl.

 

Ballgirl
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Senior softball star turns Phillies Ballgirl

  For the Philadelphia 
Phillies and Rachael Matreale, 
it was the perfect fit. 
 The Phillies were holding 
their annual tryout for Ballgirls, 
searching for young ladies with 
outgoing personalities, an edu-
cated background and softball 
skills to field the position.
 Matreale, a senior softball 
pitcher at Rider, had these qual-
ities and even better, a Phillies 
family to boot. Unfortunately, 
though, her support system 
lost one of its members — 
Matreale’s grandfather, Jim 
Matreale, known in the fam-
ily as Pop-pop — a lifelong 
Phillies fan who passed away 
weeks before his granddaughter 
received thrilling news: she was 
named a Phillies Ballgirl for the 
2012 season.
 The Phillies found an ideal 
addition in Matreale, and as a 
reward, gave the Matreale fam-
ily great reason for joy and hap-
piness.
 “I called my Mom-mom 
(Lorraine Matreale), who is our 
family’s biggest Phillies fan,” 
Matreale said. “My Pop-pop 
would have been one of the first 
people I told because he was so 
excited that I was trying out.”
 Matreale picked up the 
game of softball at the early 
age of six. It all began when she 
started pitching to her dad (Jim 
Matreale) in their backyard 
and when she turned eight, 
Matreale joined her local town-
ship league. As she got older, 
the Williamstown, N.J. native 

started taking pitching lessons, 
joined a travel team and played 
for multiple organizations, 
eventually propelling her to a 
college career as a Bronc.
 “My parents introduced me 
to the game and to this day, I 
still spend summers and win-
ters practicing with my dad,” 
Matreale said.
 Falling in love with soft-
ball in her early childhood, 
Matreale was born and raised 
a Phillies fan. The right-hand-
ed hurler grew up attending 
Phillies games, and in a family 
of season ticket holders watch-
ing her favorite Phillies became 
tradition.
 When going to games, 
Matreale took special notice to 
the girls donning the red pin-
stripes on each foul line. The 
Ballgirl position was a dream 
that Matreale always had inter-
est in, but because of other 
commitments, trying out never 
seriously crossed her mind. 
 After continually see-
ing advertisements for tryout 
information, though, Matreale 
decided that passing on the 
opportunity was no longer an 
option.
 “I had wanted to try out 
for the Ballgirl position for as 
long as I can remember seeing 
the girls at the games,” Matreale 
said. “I started seeing all the 
advertisements about trying out 
and decided that my senior 
year, I was going to go for it.”
 The first step: help from 
a teammate and friend, senior 
Lucy Higgins. The Phillies 
require a two-minute video 
that displays your softball tal-

ent, intriguing character and 
ultimately, why you want to be 
a Phillies Ballgirl.
 Higgins, a communication 
major, lent her friend a helping 
hand.
 “I asked my teammate 
Lucy Higgins to help me and 
she put together an awesome 
video after filming me for a few 
days,” Matreale said.
 After sending in the vid-
eo along with her résumé and 
outline of softball accomplish-
ments, Matreale anxiously wait-
ed a month before receiving an 
email stating that she had been 
selected as one of the 30 girls to 
move on to ensuing round.
 Next step: the extensive 
tryout and Phillies trivia at 
Citizens Bank Park.
 “The tryout was three 
hours and the softball part con-
sisted of fielding ground balls, 
hitting off a pitching machine 
and a timed run,” Matreale 
said. “Then there was a written 
quiz about the Phillies and their 
history.”
 The final step: the inter-
view process. Matreale had to 
complete an on-air interview 
with Comcast SportsNet’s 
Ricky Bottalico and Marshall 
Harris and other television per-
sonalities.
 “The interview was defi-
nitely the most nerve-wracking 
part because there was a panel 
of judges grading you on your 
public speaking skills and how 
you responded to the questions 
and there was a bunch of news 
cameras filming it,” Matreale 
said.
 The marketing major 

made the final cut of 15 girls 
who were chosen for the for-
mal interview, and three weeks 
later, sitting in her Productions 
and Operations class, Matreale 
received a call and voicemail 
from an unknown phone num-
ber.
 “I ducked under my desk 
and listened to the voicemail 
and it was the Phillies telling 
me to call them back,” Matreale 
said. “I basically sprinted out of 
the classroom and called in the 

middle of Sweigart [Hall]. They 
told me I had been chosen and 
that they wanted to share the 
good news over the phone.” 
 Despite the elation, 
Matreale found her way back 
to class and shared the news 
moments later.
 “I was stunned and way too 
excited to sit through class, but 
went back  anyway and started 
texting my mom and dad right 

Miles Kennedy/Philadelphia Phillies

Senior Rachael Matreale, a pitching ace for the Rider softball 
team, earned a Ballgirl position with the Philadelphia Phillies.

Rider comes home in hopes of snapping losing skid

 The Rider women’s basket-
ball team dropped contests to 
MAAC-leading Fairfield (18-5, 
11-1 MAAC) on Feb. 2, 51-35, 
and Loyola (MD) on Saturday 
(10-13, 6-6 MAAC), 71-57, 
bringing its losing streak to 
eight games.
 The Broncs will host 
Canisius (11-12, 5-7 MAAC) 
tonight at 7 p.m., and 
Manhattan (12-11, 6-5 MAAC) 
on Sunday at 1 p.m.
 Canisius has won three of 
its last four games. The Golden 
Griffins won a 58-57 decision 
at Niagara on Saturday after 
they lost 70-62 to Loyola on 
Feb. 2. 
 Rider dropped the first 
meeting between the two, losing 
60-54 on Jan. 29, at Canisius, 
so Head Coach Lynn Milligan 
knows what the Broncs need 
to do on both sides of the ball 
to provide the best opportunity 
for victory.

 “We just played Canisius 
very recently so they will be 
fresh in our minds,” Milligan 
said. “Against them we will 
have to defend the three-point 
line and attack them offensively 
from the inside out.”
 The Golden Griffins are led 
by sophomore Jamie Ruttle and 
junior Ashley Durham, who are 
averaging 11.4 and 10.4 points 
per game, respectively.
 On Sunday, the Jaspers’ 
defensive scheme will present a 
difficult challenge for Rider. 
 “Manhattan plays a very 
unique 1-3-1 defense for the 
entire game,” Milligan said. 
“We will have to be ready to 
move the ball effectively on 
offense to give ourselves good 
looks at the basket.”
 The Jaspers, who sit in a 
third-place tie in the MAAC 
standings, are led by a pair of 
seniors, Lindsey Loutsenhizer 
and Schyanne Halfkenny. 
Loutsenhizer leads Manhattan 
with 12.6 points per game, 
while Halfkenny scores 10.3.
 The Broncs have not won 

a game since Jan. 8 when 
they defeated Loyola 67-61 at 
Alumni Gym. Milligan feels 
her team needs to work harder 
during games and practices.
 “In order for us to turn 
around this slump, we have to 
keep working hard at both ends 
of the floor and be effective in 
our preparation and practice 
time,” she said.
 Rider wasted two 12-point 
performances from freshman 
Emily Fazzini and sopho-
more MyNeshia McKenzie in 
Saturday’s loss to Greyhounds.  
Fazzini scored five of Rider’s 
seven points to start the second 
half, cutting Loyola’s lead to 
eight, but 43-36 was as close as 
the Broncs would get.
 Junior Caitlin Bopp con-
tributed four points and eight 
rebounds, adding to her ter-
rific past against Loyola. Bopp 
is averaging 11.6 points per 
game and 11.8 rebounds per 
game in her career against the 
Greyhounds.
 Facing a tough test in first-

By David Nugent

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Katelyn White/The Rider News

Junior Caitlin Bopp has corralled 22 rebounds in her last two 
games. Bopp is averaging 6.9 rebounds per game this season.
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 Late in January, the Rider swim and dive team 
competed in its last meet before vying for the MAAC 
Championships this month. Heading to Buffalo, N.Y., 
from Feb. 16-18, the Broncs will have to be sharp to 
come out on top. 
 “It has been a privilege to be considered a leader 
for the team this year,” senior Kori Kraus said. “Myself 
and the other seniors are looking forward to taking on 
the MAAC conference and swimming to win.”
 With a solid regular season, the team hopes to 
meet the standards of its coaching staff and win a 
MAAC Championship.
 “The women’s team has come so far from where we 
were last year,” Kraus said. “We are much more mature 
than previous years and we cannot wait to prove what 
a strong team we have become.”
 With quality teams competing for the same title in 
about a week, the Broncs still feel confident they can 
beat conference rivals and perennial favorites, Marist 
and Loyola (MD). 
 “Rider has always been a top competitor at this 
meet,” Kraus said. “Loyola and Marist have always 
been our main competition but I am confident we can 
both pull through and win.”
 Sophomore Trevor Hiller, a diver for Rider, said 
that Rider is “expecting to win,” something that hasn’t 
happened for the men’s team since 2004. For the past 

four years, the men’s team has fallen short, placing con-
sistently in second place. The women’s team last took 
home the title in 2009.
 “[Both teams] are expecting to go into this cham-
pionship meet and swim [and dive] our best, and we 
have a great chance at coming out on top,” Kraus said.
 With the competition lasting three days, rest 
and preparation will be important for the men’s and 
women’s teams in order to reach their goal of a MAAC 
crown.
 “We need to focus on staying strong and keeping a 
positive attitude, especially on the second and third day 
of the meet,” Kraus said. “These three-day meets can 
wear you down mentally and physically but if we stay 
supportive of each other, we’ll definitely be the team to 
beat this year.”
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 On Saturday, Rider will 
face a team from which it just 
stole a win. The Broncs (11-15, 
8-6 MAAC) travel to Niagara 
to face the Purple Eagles (10-
16, 5-9 MAAC), a squad they 
trailed by 17 last week before 
roaring back to win 74-73 on a 
last second three-pointer from 
senior Brandon Penn.  
 Last night, Rider escaped 
past Canisius (4-20, 1-13 
MAAC) by a score of 71-66, a 
game in which the Broncs never 
led until 1:38 left in regula-
tion and held on for the win. 
They were led by senior Novar 
Gadson who scored 19 points.
 Rider’s last loss came at 
Loyola (MD) (18-5, 11-2 
MAAC) on ESPNU, 63-45, a 
game in which the Broncs were 
outmatched from the begin-
ning. Rider scored a season-low 
12 points in the first half. Head 
Coach Tommy Dempsey felt 
that the team needed to come 
out strong in the second half 
to redeem itself on the national 
broadcast.
 “We were on national 
television and we were get-
ting embarrassed, and I think 

it was important that we did,” 
Dempsey said. “We started the 
second half on a 15-0 run, and 
kind of established ourselves in 
the game. We only scored three 
baskets in the first half, so it was 
more challenging to have some 
pride and some heart.”
 At home two days later, 
the Broncs struggled during 
the first half again. This time, 
however, they were able to over-
come a double-digit deficit to 
grab a last-second win from 
Niagara. Penn, who before 
nailing the game-winner was 
0-8 from three-point range in 
the contest, drained the shot 
with 0.8 seconds remaining 
on the clock. Junior Jonathon 
Thompson found Penn stand-
ing open for the shot.
 “It felt great to pass him the 
ball,” Thompson said. “I missed 
him for a game-winner earlier 
this season, so I felt obligated to 
give him the ball. He also said 
that he likes to take shots that 
count the most.”
 Despite his difficulties 
shooting from the floor earlier 
in the game, Penn was confi-
dent when he put up the deci-
sive shot.
 “It was a shot that I’ve 
dreamed about hitting my 
whole life, just like every kid 

in the world who plays bas-
ketball,” Penn said. “It was a 
great feeling for me when I hit 
it, knowing my teammates can 
count on me to hit big shots 
when needed. You have to have 
a short memory playing this 
game and not think about miss-
ing every time no matter how 
many you miss previously.”
 Dempsey believes that the 
Niagara win is important for 
the team’s mindset and confi-
dence heading up north to face 
the Purple Eagles again.
 “To win like we did as we 
head up to [New York] this 
weekend, it was important for 
us to keep a positive frame of 
mind, and it wipes the taste 
of the Loyola game out of our 
mouths,” Dempsey said.
 Unlike at home in MAAC 
play, the Broncs have struggled 
on the road this season. 
 “Conference games are 
always tough, so we take every 
game as a big game, especially 
on the road,” senior Jeff Jones 
said.  “We have to play at a high 
level on defense and rebound 
the ball to come out with wins. 
Being on the road is tough, but 
the team’s confidence is at an 
all-time high and we believe we 
can get the job done.”
 Dempsey feels that after 

the road trip, he will be closer 
to figuring out the team’s true 
identity.
 “If we play well on the road 
this [weekend], it will show a 
lot because we’ve struggled on 
the road lately,” Dempsey said. 
“And I think we can find out 
whether we are up there or just 

a middle-of-the-road team. I 
still think the script of this team 
is still being written.”
 Since starting the season 
1-10, the Broncs are now 10-5 
in their last 15 games. Jones 
believes that perseverance is a 
huge reason for the turnaround. 

 

Hugh Tsung/Rider University

Junior Johnny Funk has been one of the most consis-
tent members of the swim and dive team this year.

ComebaCk kids
Rider squeaks by Canisius with late 
rally before showdown with Niagara

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Sophomore Anthony Myles defends in the backcourt during 
Rider’s 74-73 come-from-behind victory against Niagara.

Swim and dive seeking conference crown
SWIM AND DIVE

‘The women’s team 
has come so far 
from where we were 
last year.’

-Kori Kraus

By Steven Eggert

By Kim Leder

MEN’S BASKETBALL

See M. Bball, p. 10
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