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See Stigma, p. 3

Hit-and-run suspect 
posts $250,000 bail

Counseling center-sponsored walk 
illuminates mental illness stigmas 

See Jumpline, p. 3

Marine Corporal Chris Kraus poses with an Afghan child at a bazaar in Kandahar. Kraus said 
that enlisting in the military helped him learn about himself and cultures around the world. 

Students from various groups and organizations make their way 
around the campus mall at Stomp Out Stigma on Thursday.
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See Gallagher, p. 3

Laura Gallagher, the Rider 
sophomore who turned herself 
in on Nov. 2 in connection 
with the hit-and-run incident 
that resulted in the death of 
a Trenton man, has posted 
$250,000 bail and is no longer 
being held at Mercer County 
Correction Center,  according 
to Casey DeBlasio, a spokes-
woman for the Mercer County 
Prosecutor’s Office.

Gallagher was charged 
with death by auto and leaving 
the scene of a motor vehicle 
accident resulting in death, 
both second-degree crimes, 
the prosecutor’s office said.

On Nov. 4, authorities 
investigating the accident 
identified and took into cus-
tody the individual who was 
driving a second vehicle that 

struck the victim.
Marie Jean, 52, of Ewing,  

was charged with death by 
auto and leaving the scene 
of a motor vehicle accident 
resulting in death after alleg-
edly hitting 54-year-old Carl 
Wilkins as he was walking 
across Parkside Avenue near 
Ives Avenue in Ewing just 
before 10:40 p.m. on Oct. 28.

According to the Mercer 
County Prosecutor’s Office, 
the case remains under inves-
tigation, but information at 
this time points to Gallagher’s 
Jeep having struck the victim 
first. The office believes Jean’s 
BMW then struck Wilkins. 

Both Gallagher and Jean 
fled the scene of the accident, 
police said.

The police report con-
taining details of the accident 

Rider’s Counseling Center, 
Outreach, raised awareness  of 
the social stigmas commonly 
associated with mental illnesses 
through Stomp Out Stigma, an 
annual event that was held at 
the campus mall on Thursday. 

According to Rose Soriero, 
a counselor and the Outreach 
Coordinator at Rider’s 
Lawrenceville campus coun-
seling center, more than 100 
campus community members 
attended Stomp Out Stigma.
 Outreach hosted the Stomp 
Out Stigma run/walk, which is 
performed around the perim-
eter of the campus mall as a way 
to raise awareness of mental 
health and wellness on campus, 
Soriero said. 
 “I was thrilled with the 
response from the campus com-
munity,” Soriero said. “It was 
the biggest walk we’ve had in 

recent years. It’s great that we 
were able to get the message out 
about the stigmas associated 
with mental illnesses.” 
 Junior Michael Gershon 
was very pleased with the event 
as a whole. 
 “The walk was for a really 
good cause, so I was more than 

happy to participate,” he said. 
“It was a nice day and the walk 
allowed me to get some good 
exercise.”
 According to the Stomp 
Out Stigma website, the event 
strives to raise awareness that 
the stigma associated with men-

By Katie Zeck
zeckk@theridernews.com

See Veterans, p. 5

By Nicole Veenstra
veenstran@theridernews.com
 Veteran’s Day today holds 
a special place in the hearts of 
every American, especially  for 
individuals who have served in 
the military including Rider 
faculty and students who have 
risked their lives for their coun-
try.
 Veteran’s Day, originally 
known as Armistice Day, began 
on Nov. 11, 1918 at the end of 
World War I, better known as 
“The War to End All Wars” at 
the time. Since then, it has been 
celebrated every year on the 
same day. President Woodrow 
Wilson later said that the day 
should be “filled with solemn 
pride in the heroism of those 
who died in the country’s ser-
vice and with gratitude for the 
victory.”
 Residence Life Manager 
Greg Hanf is just one of the 
veterans on Rider’s campus, 

though he has enough military 
experience for several people. 
Active for over 30 years, from 
1967-1999, Hanf, a first ser-
geant, served in the Army, Navy 
and Marines. 
 Regardless of what part of 
the military one has served in, 
Veteran’s Day holds a special 
place in the hearts of service-
men and servicewomen.
 “Memorial Day and 
Veteran’s Day are the only holi-
days I will ever celebrate from 
this point in my life,” freshman 
Catalin Lascu said. “I realized 
there’s a lot of people that gave 
up their lives in order to afford 
me the freedom to help others, 
so I honored that.”
 Lascu, who joined the mili-
tary when he was 32 years old 
and was deployed to Iraq as a 
part of the Army from Aug. 
15, 2005 to Dec. 1, 2006, and 
credits his decision to join the 
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Security BriefS

Bike snatcher

A student was robbed of 
his wheels on Friday, Nov. 4. 

The male student called 
Public Safety on Friday at 
9:13 p.m., and reported 
to the officers that he lent 
his bicycle to a friend on 
Wednesday, Nov. 2 who left 
the bike unsecured outside of 
either Kroner or Poyda Hall 
around 11 p.m. that day. 

The value of the bike is 
approximately $300. Pub-
lic Safety is continuing to 
investigate the case. If any-
one comes across a bike that 
appears abandoned con-
tact Public Safety at x5029.

Bookshelf Danger

 A female staff member 
was injured in the Moore 
Library while working on 
Friday, Nov. 4, at 4:37 p.m. 

When Public Safety ar-
rived at the library, a male 
staff member explained that 
the woman fell and injured 
herself. Officers then met 
with the victim who re-
ported that she tripped over 
a footstool and fell into one 
of the library’s bookshleves. 

Public Safety reported 
that the victim received mul-
tiple lacerations and swell-
ing to her leg, forearm and 
forehead. A local ambulance 
transported her to a nearby 
hospital for further treatment.

Roommate rumble

Public Safety responded 
to a call about a disturbance 
in front of Fine Arts at 11:32 
a.m., on Friday, Nov. 4. 

A female resident stu-
dent met with the officers 
and reported that she and 
her roommate were having 
an argument that escalated 
into pushing and shoving.

She stated that her 
roommate went back to 
their room in Conover Hall

While talking to the stu-
dent, the Public Safety offi-
cers recieved a call from the 
roommate at Conover Hall. 

The roommate began to 
tell her side of the story. Pub-
lic Safety officers attempted 
to mediate the issue; however, 
Public Safety and Residence 
Life Association are further 
investigating the matter. 

Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.
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Coming
Up ...

Friday, Nov. 11
Veteran’s Day

Seminar Rooms - Dr. Good 
and Garro, 8 a.m., North Hall 
204

Carissa Bowen Voice Recital, 
7 p.m., Williamson Hall 
Lounge

The Wedding Singer, 8 p.m., 
Yvonne Theater

Tickets are $20 for adults and 
$10 for students and seniors.

Bronc Buffet, 10 p.m., Daly’s

Saturday, Nov. 12
Rachel Resignato Voice 
Recital, 5:30 p.m., Bristol Hall 
Chapel

Delta Sigma Pi Movie 
Night , 7:30 p.m., Sweigart 
Auditorium

The Wedding Singer, 8 p.m., 
Yvonne Theater

APO Variety Show, 10 p.m., 
Swiegart Auditorium

Sunday, Nov. 13
George Nick: Paintings, 12 
p.m., Art Gallery

Annual Kristallnacht 
Program, 3 p.m., Gill 
Memorial Chapel Sanctuary

Dreams, Memories and 
Truth: Rachmaninoff - The 
Bells, 4 p.m., Richardson 
Auditorium in Alexander Hall 
at Princeton University

Tuesday, Nov. 15
George Nick: Paintings, 
11 a.m., Art Gallery

Résumé Lab - Liberal Arts 
and Science, 11:30 a.m., 
Memorial 107

Alumni Seminar Series: Ed 
Adams, 5:15 p.m., Sweigart 
108

How Latino Are You?, 7 p.m.,  
SRC Seminar Room

Come play a Latino game show 
that explores the knowledge 
that we have on our Latino 
roots. 

Wednesday, Nov. 16
WeCar Wednesday, 
10 a.m., BLC Lobby

George Nick: Paintings, 
11 a.m., Art Gallery

Study Abroad Session, 
4:30p.m., Daly’s 

How Latino Are You?, 7 p.m., 
SRC Seminar Room

Healthy Choices Workshop, 
8 p.m., SRC Group Exercise 
Room 

Brownwater Open Mic Night, 
9 p.m., BLC Pub

Thursday, Nov. 17
George Nick: Paintings, 
11 a.m., Art Gallery

Thanksgiving Celebration, 
11:30  a.m., BLC Cavalla 
Room

Résumé Lab - Liberal Arts 
and Science, 11:30 a.m., 
Memorial 107

RA Recruitment with the 
Bronc, 4:30 a.m., Daly’s 

The Wedding Singer Preview, 
7 p.m., Yvonne Theater

Tickets are $9 and available 
only at the door.

Compiled by Rachel Stengel
To list your event, e-mail
ridernews@rider.edu
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Student samaritans assist Rider employee
By Rachel Stengel
stengelr@theridernews.com

 Two students were in the 
right place at the right time on 
Monday in Cranberry’s as they 
used their emergency medical 
technician (EMT) training to 
assist a Rider employee who 
had a seizure.
 Russell Cahn and Alexandra 
Lipari, two EMTs who were in 
Cranberry’s at approximately 
12:30 p.m., rushed to aid the 
employee. 
 Cahn said that he was in 
line when he heard someone 
scream for help. Lipari said that 
she was leaving as she heard the 
commotion. Despite the fact 
that they did not know each 
other, Cahn and Lipari worked 
as a team to help the employee. 
 Cahn held the wom-
an’s head so that she did not 
injure herself and Lipari asked 
the crowd to clear the area. 
Another unknown student in 
Cranberry’s called 911 and 
handed the phone to Cahn, 
who informed the operator of 
the situation. 
 Cahn and Lipari both said 
that helping others comes natu-
rally.
 “I chose to help the 
employee because it is what I 
love to do and I am trained to 
do it,” Cahn said. “I became an 
EMT to help people. It is in my 
blood and I feel it is my duty to 
help.”
 Lipari said that helping 

others is a passion of hers.
 “It’s what I’m meant to do. 
I’m always happy to help peo-

ple. I became an EMT because 
that’s all I wanted to do: to help 
people, especially in times like 

these when people need medi-
cal assistance.”
 Public  Safety was dis-
patched to Cranberry’s for a 
medical emergency and con-
trolled the crowd while the 
ambulance was in transit, 
according to Head of Public 
Safety Vicki Weaver. The ambu-
lance transported the woman to 
a local hospital for further treat-
ment, Weaver said.
 Lipari has been an EMT 
for six years and this winter 
break will mark Cahn’s second 
year as an EMT. Weaver said 
that Public Safety was thankful 
for the EMTs’ response. 
 “Public Safety is very 
appreciative of the services that 
the two off-duty EMT person-
nel provided in the medical 
emergency,” Weaver said.
 Dean of Students Anthony 
Campbell was equally pleased 
with the students’ action. 
 “Russell and Alexandra 
were wonderful,” Campbell 
said. “They both immediately 
stopped to assist the person in 
crisis. Both acted very profes-
sionally and used their skills to 
both attend to the individual in 
need and provide vital informa-
tion to the emergency person-
nel in transit. I am very pleased 
that Russell and Alexandra were 
in the area and grateful to them 
for choosing to use their exper-
tise to help a member of the 
Rider community  during their 
time of  need.”

Photo courtesy of Russell Cahn

Russell Cahn, above, and Alexandra Lipari assisted a Rider em-
ployee who experienced a seizure in Cranberry’s on Monday.

Photo courtesy of Amanda Lipari



Friday, Nov. 11, 2011 3
The
Rider News

Stigma
Continued from p. 1

tal illness is one of the greatest 
barriers that keeps people from 
seeking help for their illness.
 Traditionally, families 
put together teams in honor 
of someone they knew who 
has committed suicide, school 
groups put teams together for 
friends who didn’t win their 
battles with mental illness or 
hospitals put teams together 
for their patients. At Rider, 114 
individuals and many campus 
groups including residence halls, 
a freshman seminar class and 
the Leadership Development 
Program pre-registered for the 
walk. Additionally, many stu-
dents signed up to participate 
the day of the event, Soriero 
confirmed.
 “What we at Outreach have 
found over the years is that the 
students respond to interactive 
activities,” Soriero said. “We 
have hosted multiple speakers 
over the years, but none have 
been as successful as events such 

as Stomp Out Stigma and our 
Pet Therapy Day; we feel these 
events best reach students and 
attract their participation.” 
 The run/walk included stu-
dents from many groups on 
campus, said Chelsea Trump, 
member of the Outreach team. 
 “We’ve reached out to 
pretty much all the groups on 
campus and they were really 
excited about the event,” she 
said. “Women’s Center and 
the Association of Commuting 
Students, for example, formed 
groups and walked together.” 
 “We also had many out-
side organizations participate 
in Stomp Out Stigma,” Trump 
said. “The National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI) comes 
to the event every year; they are 
one of the main supporters of 
Stomp Out Stigma and Rider’s 
Outreach team.”
 “We’ve traditionally been 
part of the run/walk in the past 
and we have a collaborative 
relationship with the counsel-
ing center here at Rider,” said 
Anne Renee Hansard, program 
director for the Mercer County 

chapter of NAMI. “We’re here 
because we are raising aware-
ness for people and families that 
suffer from mental illness and 
we are relieving the stigma.” 
 According to Hansard, stig-
ma is the reason people don’t 
talk about what’s going on in 
regards to mental illnesses.
 “It’s a prevalent issue on 
college campuses because peo-
ple are afraid that they might 
get some sort of punitive mea-
sures like having to drop out of 
school if they’re experiencing 
symptoms,” she said. “But what 
we want people to know is that 
it’s common, that depression 
in college students is common 
and other types of mental ill-
nesses often come out during 
the college years.”  
 Other outside groups that 
were in attendance included the 
Princeton Fitness and Wellness 
Center and HiTop, an orga-
nization that provides health 
services and support programs 
to adolescents in New Jersey. 
They gave out mental health 
awareness-related information 
to campus community mem-

bers who stopped to check out 
the event.
 In addition to hosting 
events such as Stomp Out 
Stigma, Outreach provides 
counseling and mental health 
referrals, among other services.
 The Outreach team works 
to provide Rider with pro-
grams, events and information 
related to mental health and 
wellness. It presents lectures, 
workshops and programs to stu-
dents on a wide variety of top-
ics. The staff is highly trained in 
addressing the areas of personal 
growth, academic performance 
enhancement, mental health 
and wellness.
 While the run may be about 
the stigma of mental illness, 
Soriero explains that Outreach 
also counsels “students on cam-
pus who are struggling with 
issues that may impact their 
academic success.” 
 Trump stressed the impor-
tance of the light the event 
sheds on the misinterpretations 
many people may have about 
mental illnesses. 
 “Mental illness can be an 

array of things,” she said. “It can 
be depression, anxiety, bipolar 
[disorder] or schizophrenia, to 
name a few, and there’s always a 
stigma associated with them.”
 Soriero explained that 
correcting misinterpretations 
about these disorders is what 
Outreach is trying to achieve. 
The counseling staff empha-
sized that it does not counsel 
the mentally ill; their focus is 
on mental health and wellness. 
 “If you are struggling with 
an issue that is impacting your 
success,” Soriero said, “then this 
is a place that you can come 
and talk about it.”
 “I love the services the 
counseling center offers,” said 
sophomore Tiffany Morales. “I 
feel that college students need 
a way to relieve the stresses and 
complications associated with 
college life. Stomp Out Stigma 
is a really great way to promote 
the fact that having a mental 
issue and needing someone to 
talk to is ok.” 

Additional reporting by Katie 
Zeck

Photos by Nate LaBrusciano/The Rider News

Left, student participants in the annual Stomp Out Stigma walk sponsored by Outreach, the university’s counseling center, walk around the campus mall Thursday 
morning to raise awareness of the stigmas associated with mental illness.  The Bronc encourages sophomore Chris Kling as he completes another lap.

Holiday/Winter Break Help
Local company, no experience necessary. 

$15 base/appt 
Flexible day, eve or weekend schedules 

customer sales/service, great pay. 
732-301-2810 or 908-968-0910

www.collegeincome.com

gallagher
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could not be released by either 
the Ewing Township Police or 
the Mercer County Prosecutors 
Office.

Jean has since posted her 
$150,000 bail, according to 
DeBlasio. 

Gallagher’s charges are sec-
ond-degree felonies from which 
she faces approximately five to 
10 years in prison. If convicted, 
Jean also faces a possible 10-year 
jail time sentence. Court dates 
have yet to be set for either of 
the two suspects.

‘Hurting’ softball players 
swipe newspapers Friday
By Emily Landgraf 
landgrafe@theridernews.com

 

On Friday, Nov. 4, it was 
reported to editors of The 
Rider News that softball play-
ers had been seen stealing large 
quantities of that week’s issue  
because of the story published 
about their teammate, Laura 
Gallagher, “Rider student 
charged in hit-and-run.”
 Contact was made with 
the coach who stated that she 
had spoken with the team 
about the incident.
 “Thank you for bring-
ing this to my attention,” she 

wrote in an email sent Nov. 4. 
“I apologize for their actions. 
We have addressed this with 
the team.”
 After speaking with The 
Rider News delivery manager 
Matt Barron, the staff has con-
cluded that roughly 550-625 
papers are left over at the end 
of any given week. This means 
that The Rider News moves 
approximately 2,150-2,075 
papers per week. At 6:15 p.m. 
Friday, Barron reported that 
more than 1,500 issues of that 
week’s paper were missing, 
something he described as “out 
of the ordinary.” 

 Dean of Students Anthony 
Campbell stated that he sym-
pathized with The Rider News, 
but said that the softball team 
is dealing with heavy emo-
tional issues and the desire to 
protect a teammate. 
 “They weren’t upset with 
you,” he said in reference to 
the article. “It was an emo-
tional thing. They are hurting 
so badly right now.”
 To read the opinion of 
staff on this incident, see p. 8.
 

Be sure to check 
theridernews.
com for our 
weekly blogs on 
music, fashion, 
studying abroad, 
freshman year 
and various other 
subjects.



Rider graduate Navarrow 
Wright, ’93, spoke about the 
ease of becoming an entrepre-
neur and previewed his appear-
ance on the CNN special Black 
in America: The New Promised 
Land – Silicon Valley in the 
Fireside Lounge on Thursday. 
 Wright is a leader in  the 
field of technology, Dean of 
Students Anthony Campbell 
said.
 “He is a premier expert 
on how the convergence of 
technology, the Internet, mass 
media and social media can 
change lives and the society,” 
Campbell said.
 Wright has held many 
notable titles including chief 
technology officer (CTO) of 
Black Entertainment Television 
(BET) Interactive and founder 
of GlobalGrind.com with hip-
hop mogul Russell Simmons.  
 The Black in America spe-
cials focus on different aspects 
of African American life and 
showcase them to mainstream 
culture, according to Wright. 
The question that this doc-
umentary tried to answer is, 
“Does race matter in this world 
of entrepreneurship and tech-
nology?” 
 Wright acted as a men-
tor to eight African American 
Internet entrepreneurs who 
sought startup investments for 
their businesses. Less than 1 
percent of Internet startups that 
received funding in 2010 were 
founded by African Americans 
and 80 percent of startups fail, 
according to the documentary.

 Despite these statistics, 
anyone can be an entrepreneur, 
according to Wright. People 
need to push themselves to 
make the transition from being 
users of technology to being 
creators of it, he said. 
 “The challenge that we 
face in society is that we’re all 
aggressive users of technology,” 
Wright said. “We think nothing 
of going on Facebook or send-
ing Tweets out, but we don’t 
make the leap to say, ‘Hey, I can 
build that.’”
 Wright made that leap and 
pitched the idea for a website 
that catered to hip-hop cul-
ture to Russell Simmons, who 
later funded its development. 
He said that he was fortunate to 
encounter a well-known entre-
preneur who was interested in 
the idea, but that is not always 
necessary to start a business.
 “You don’t need that kind 
of partnership or scenario,” 
Wright said. “There are busi-
nesses that people start today 
out of their homes and make 
significant dollars. We all know 
Twitter and Facebook, but 
there’s thousands of businesses 
that you guys, right now in 
college, can make $100,000 or 
$200,000 a year building.”
 Wright said that college 
students have the ideal lifestyle 
because they do not have other 
monetary commitments. He 
used Facebook founder Mark 
Zuckerberg as an example of 
how easy it can be to start a 
business. 
 “There was a guy in a col-
lege dorm who was using free 
software and eating a college 

meal plan, just like you, who 
in five years was worth more 
than Puffy, Jay-Z and Russell 
Simmons put together.”
 Also, students do not have 
to attend Ivy League universi-
ties, like Zuckerberg, in order 
to become successful entre-
preneurs. Wright said that as 
a Rider graduate, he has had 
many opportunities for success. 
 “I’m here to tell you that 
coming from Rider and com-
ing from Trenton, N.J., I’ve 
had better opportunities than 
almost anybody that I know,” 
Wright said.  “That’s not a bar-
rier. I can tell you full well that 
the opportunities that are here 
are the same opportunities that 
are in those places. It’s how you 
guys take advantage of them. 
You can actually make more of 
those because you recognize the 
importance of them.”
 Wright said that entre-
preneurs must be prepared at 
all times to pitch their ideas 
because they never know where 

they will find opportunities. 
Entrepreneurs should never be 
afraid to approach others with 
their ideas.
 “Everywhere you go there’s 
an opportunity to start that 
business,” Wright said. “You 
don’t know who’s in the room 
with you so anytime somebody 
asks you about your idea, you 
need to be willing to talk about 

it and give a clear vision very 
quickly of what you want to do. 
The opportunity is bigger than 
your fear.”
 Navarrow’s appearance on 
CNN’s Black in America: The 
New Promised Land – Silicon 
Valley will air November 13 at 
8 p.m. 

Rider grad encourages entrepreneurial spirit
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Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Wright said that everyone has the potential to become an entrepreneur in his talk in the BLC 
Fireside Lounge on Thursday. He also previewed his appearance on CNN’s Black in America.

The Office of Residence 
Life has sent you an email 
to complete the ACUHO-I/
EBI Residence Life Survey.  
The survey will give you the 
opportunity to provide feedback 
about your experience living 
on campus! Residents who 
complete the survey can win a 
$50 Visa gift card!
 



ü
Check Your  

Rider E-mail!
WIN 1 of 10

$50 Visa 
Gift Cards.

LOOK FOR AN 
E-MAIL FROM 
Cindy Threatt
Associate Dean of 
Residential Programs

Help Rider feed the local community this 
Thanksgiving. The campus is collecting the 
following items to make Thanksgiving baskets 
for Mercer County residents:

canned vegetables, gravy, sweet potatoes, 
cranberry sauce, stuffing, juice, baked beans, 
canned fruit, applesauce, spaghetti sauce, 
pasta products, peanut butter, jelly, crackers. 
tuna and rice

Rider’s Annual Thanksgiving 
Basket Drive


The baskets will be collected Wednesday, Nov. 16 on  
the Lawrenceville Campus from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Cavalla 
Room and on the Westminster Campus from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in 
the Dean of Students Office.



Army to the events of Sept. 11.
 “The events from 9/11 changed 
me,” he said. “I just felt so terrible for all 
those people who were affected by their 
families. Their husbands and wives and 
mothers and fathers were never coming 
home because of what some people did. 
I felt powerless and scared and I felt the 
only way to [overcome those emotions] 
was to take action, so I did.”
 Not all veterans have the same rea-
sons for joining, however. Dr. James 
Castagnera, professor and associate pro-
vost and associate counsel for Academic 
Affairs, said he joined the Coast Guard 
in 1969 because he was “about to be 
drafted,” while Hanf said he decided he 
wanted to become a soldier at 5 years 
old and never changed his mind.
 Chris Kraus, a senior double major 
in history and education, remembers the 
day he signed up for the Marines as if it 
were yesterday.
 While reminiscing about sitting at 
the dinner table with his parents and a 
recruiter, he said, “I made the decision 
at a young age; it’s something I always 
wanted to do. It was a pretty life-chang-
ing experience at such a young age, I still 
needed my parents’ consent.”
 The decision to join the military is 
just the beginning, however. Once the 

men and women return home, readjust-
ing to society can prove to be difficult.
 “It took me at least a year to allow 
people to get within, like, five feet of 
me,” Lascu said. “Just seeing the crazy 
stuff that goes on there, you don’t really 
trust people to get within arm’s reach. I 
took five years after I came back. I trav-
eled a lot, I got my head back together 
and then once I figured everything was 
back to normal I decided to come to 
school.”
 To help with these adjustments, 
Rider participates in the Yellow Ribbon 
Program, which provides tuition grants 
for those who have served in the mili-
tary. People like Boris Vilic, dean of the 
College of Continuing Studies (CCS), 
and Karen Crowell, assistant dean of 
CCS, are also there to help the veterans 
during their studies.
 “When the Yellow Ribbon Program 
was first launched, the veterans would 
sign up for the university but [Veteran’s 
Affairs] was so backed up in processing 
veteran paperwork that it took months 
for them to clear it,” Vilic said. “We 
would work with them so we enabled 
them to start. We would actually work 
with veterans as individuals, whatever 
that involved.”
 Crowell also stressed the importance 
of getting the veterans involved in cam-
pus activities, especially with the student 
organization Rider University Veterans 
Association (RUVA), and working with 

the veterans on a personal level.
 “We really try to work with them 
individually,” she said. “We try to work 
out courses, and work out whenever 
there are bumpy places in the road.”
Regardless of the struggles veterans have 
had to deal with throughout their ser-
vice, however, most would not trade the 
experience for anything.
 “I would never have thought of 
going off to Canada, or trying some oth-
er way to avoid the draft,” Castagnera 
said.
 The people who have served also 
understand that life cannot be taken for 

granted.
 “It was very trying, readjusting to 
the way people are oblivious to the fact 
that their life can come to an end just 
like that,” Lascu said. “But you know 
what? In life, there’s good and bad and 
if we only accept the good, then we’ll 
never appreciate it because we’ve never 
suffered what’s bad.”

 A class can hear many 
interesting stories from profes-
sors if they are likeable enough 
to get the class to pay attention. 
Dr. Jack Sullivan, an English 
professor at Rider University, is 
one of those successful profes-
sors.
 One of the reasons why his 
students should pay attention is 
because he writes for the Arts 
and Leisure section of The New 
York Times.
 Sullivan’s love of writing 
began where it begins for most 
writers — at school.
 “I had a really great fresh-
man comp class in college,” 
he said. “I had a great teach-
er who was encouraging, and 
that’s when I realized I loved to 
write.”
 How he got the job at The 
New York Times, however, is a 
little more difficult to explain.
 “I got it simply by send-
ing a piece of my dissertation, 
which was about English ghost 
stories,” he said. “I sent it to 
a lot of local places, like The 
Village Voice, and they all turned 
me down. As a joke I sent it to 
The New York Times, and they 
accepted it. It was a huge sur-
prise and an unexpected turn in 
my life.”
 Most readers of The New 

York Times know that there are a 
myriad of things to write about, 
including movies, books, con-
certs, television and Broadway 
shows. Sullivan chose the liter-
ary path.
 “I fell into it,” Sullivan said. 
“I made the dissertation in the 
form of a book review. I was 
in the right place at the right 
time.”

 Sullivan does not only 
review books, however, and 
feels it is important to try and 
write about other things if one 
wants to get the full writing 
experience.
 “I review everything,” he 
said. “I’m working on a review 
for the new Clint Eastwood 
movie, ‘J. Edgar.’”
 Sullivan is not just a favor-

ite among his students, howev-
er, but also with his colleagues.
 Dr. Cynthia Lucia, head 
of the Film and Media Studies 
Program, speaks fondly of her 
experiences with Sullivan.
 “He’s really interested in 
supporting what people want 
to do in terms of their teaching 
and in terms of their scholar-
ship,” she said. “On a personal 
level, he’s a lot of fun. He’s 
always interested in scholarly 
work. We always have a lot to 
chat about, whether it’s the lat-
est movies or things he’s been 
reading.” 
 Lucia continued by sharing 
a story about Sullivan.
 “One day, at an English 
department meeting, I was sit-
ting at my desk with a large cup 
of Starbucks coffee,” Lucia said. 
“He blithely walks by my desk 
and knocks the coffee all over 
me. I kept yelling, ‘Jack! Jack! 
Jack!’ as if having him paying 
attention would undo what had 
been done. Finally [he] noticed 
and asked, ‘Did I do that?’ and 
went out to the restroom and 
came back with a little piece of 
paper towel to help clean up the 
mess, [even though] there was a 
pool of coffee.”
 Dr. Matthew Goldie, asso-
ciate professor of English, also 
shared some of his memories of 
Sullivan.

 “He took me under his 
wing earlier on, partly because 
we’re both New Yorkers and 
we often travel together on the 
train,” Goldie said. “So he’s 
always been very generous with 
his advice helping me out with 
directions. He, in a way, has 
always mentored me.”
 Like Lucia, Goldie also had 
a story to share about Sullivan.
 “Often Jack and I share 
wine on the way back on the 
train,” he said. “It’s a little game 
we play together where we don’t 
reveal to each other what the 
wine is that we’re drinking. It’s 
a kind of test where we’re try-
ing to guess on what the brand 
is, the country [it is from] and 
perhaps even the year.”
 Sullivan’s interesting back-
ground has helped keep his stu-
dents and collegues interested 
throughout his career, though 
his ability to act as both a pro-
fessor and a friend has not hurt 
him either.
 “Jack Sullivan is one of 
the best advisers, professors 
and mentors at Rider,” Brittany 
Sheer, a senior American stud-
ies major, said. “His passion for 
the subject matter he teaches 
is contagious . . . My college 
experience would not be the 
same without [his] encourage-
ment and inspiration.”
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Trips to New York and New Orleans are not uncommon in Sul-
livan’s classes, where he uses the real world to teach students.

Professor Sullivan receives a great review

photo courtesy of Chris Kraus

Marines prepare to attach a crate of water to a CH-53E helicopter’s center 
point hook in Afghanistan. These helicopters were also used for combat missions.

By Vinnie Abbatecola

Veterans
Continued from p. 1



 We’ve all heard the timeless question: 
“what’s in a name?” But have we ever 
stopped to think about what other aspects 
of various cultures might mean to us?
 The students of the Introduction to 
Women’s Studies course held a panel dis-
cussion on the perceptions and stereotypes 
of accents and gender in Wright Residence 
Hall on Tuesday.  
 Students hosted a question-and-
answer forum with professors about per-
sonal experiences and how they deal with 
the stigmas and stereotypes that revolve 
around accents. 
 The panel consisted of Dean of 
College of Liberal Arts, Education and 
Sciences Patricia Mosto, Dr. Daria Cohen, 
Dr. María Fernanda Villalobos-Buehner, 
Dr. Minmin Wang and Dr. Cathy Haught.
 Cohen began the panel by discussing 
the concept of complimentary schismo-

genesis, which is the conflicting commu-
nicative strategies based upon things such 
as gender, cultural differences and race.  
 Her introduction followed a series of 
personal stories during which the profes-
sors discussed how their accents have 
affected them both negatively and posi-
tively on a regular basis.
 Villalobos-Buehner, who is from 
Colombia, was unaware when she first 
came to the United States of how people’s 
perceptions of accents are such a dominat-
ing factor in how others are viewed.
 “It tells you what kind of class you’re 
in, what kind of job you can get,” she said. 
“It’s really something. It doesn’t matter if 
you’re from another country. They really 
expect you to be able to speak properly.”
 Haught, a psychologist who has done 
research at Princeton University, shared 
her experience about how her accent has 
changed over time since leaving her home 
country of Romania. 
 She felt pressure to lose the thickness 
of her accent and make it less noticeable 
when she spoke, a sentiment that was 
shared by the other professors who had 
not yet mastered the English language 
when they first arrived in the States. 
 She recalled her first experience as an 
exchange student when she lived with a 
host family.
 “I was placed with a family in, of all 
places, West Virginia,” Haught said. “It’s 
not a very culturally diverse state, and I 
was a 15 year old with a British/Romanian 
accent. I tried to change that and work 
on my accent, so when people asked me 
where I was from, I would just tell them, 
‘I’m from New York,’ and I could get away 
with it. “ 

 Some of the questions asked per-
tained to the members of the panel’s 
individual sensitivity toward others with 
accents, how their accents have affected 
their communication style with others 
and how they feel about the media imitat-
ing and portraying certain accents. Cohen 
alluded to the ABC Family sitcom Modern 
Family, where Sofía Vergara plays a char-
acter that is rife with Colombian stereo-
types, complete with an accent and cliché 
mannerisms. 
 The show’s intention is to poke fun 
at the ignorance and stereotypes that the 
average person makes about other cultures 
and lifestyles.
 Villalobos-Buehner explained that 
while it can be humorous, the underlying 
message of the show can be lost in the 
actual parody of the character’s stereotypi-
cal accent and mannerisms.
 “It’s funny, yet when you face that 
kind of thing on a regular basis, then it 
becomes a parody,” she said.
 Despite the many challenges that 
these women faced while dealing with the 
stigma of having an accent, it no longer 
is something they look down upon as a 
negative quality. Rather, it is viewed as 
something that has shaped their identi-
ties and is a reminder of their history and 
journey of culture and language.
 “An accent is part of who you are,” 
Mosto said.

Forum accentuates stigma of stereotypes
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By Chris Exantus

By Monica Jaramillo

By Melissa Lindley

 There’s a certain fascination that comes with 
watching reality television, perhaps because these 
shows often feature everyday people rather than 
actors.  
 Suddenly, fame isn’t something that’s restricted to 
the upper-class or the extremely talented — anyone 
can be famous.  And in today’s YouTube-centric soci-
ety, it seems that fame is only one step away.
 But does it come at a cost?  There seems to be 
concern over some of the negative aspects found 
in reality television, especially in regards to Jersey 
Shore.  Reality television has never shied away from 

the exploitative nature of the genre; in fact, it often 
revels in it. Yet, the show affects millions of television 
viewers in a way that no other has before it.  The 
rampant drunkenness, misogyny and overall stupidity 
from its cast of colorful characters created a cultural 
phenomenon that has swept the nation.  Yet, should 
its acceptance in pop-culture be worrying?
 While the show has grown in popularity since its 
inception on MTV in 2009, Jersey Shore also has its 
fair share of critics, many of whom lambast the cast’s 
frequent partying and accuse the show of promoting 
negative stereotypes of Italian-Americans.
 “It’s completely scripted and unrealistic,” fresh-
man Salma Ali said.  “It’s an embarrassment to 

human culture.”
 Not everyone is so hard on reality-based pro-
gramming.  In fact, the idiocy of Jersey Shore’s cast 
members is what many believe fuels America’s irony-
laden fascination with these people.  
 “I think it’s just the stupidity,” said freshman 
Mike Breen, an avid viewer of the show. “They all 
have a good time and they do stupid things.  I think 
that draws us into the show to see what they do next.”
 That seems to be a common theme among sup-
porters of the show. Most of their enjoyment comes 
entirely from watching the ridiculous antics of the 
characters, knowing that these people are incorrigible 
in every way.  
 “I think it’s just stupidly funny,” junior Brittany 
Gajewski said.  “You can’t help but laugh at these 
people and how idiotic they are.”
 While there seems, at least, to be an understand-
ing of the comical nature of what drives the show, 
many are worried that it is younger children who are 
at risk of being negatively affected by shows such as 
Bridezilla or Bad Girls Club.  
 In fact, a recent study from The Girl Scout 
Research Institute reveals that younger girls who 
regularly watch these shows are more likely to take 
part in “drama,” or use physical force as a solution 
during any confrontation. 
 Ashley Reichelmann, a Rider University adjunct 
within the sociology department, weighs in on the 
potentially harmful effects on younger audiences. 
 “With reality television like Jersey Shore, we’re 
physically taking a real body and a real name and 
presenting it as reality,” Reichelmann said. “For a 
developed mind, we know it’s not reality, but what 
about the large group of individuals who are being 
raised in this reality world?”  
 Even its supporters agree that younger viewers 
should be kept away from these shows.  
 “I think there is some truth to it, and reality 
television isn’t helping in any way,” Gajewski said.  
“Instances of Jersey Shore are unacceptable for chil-

dren to watch.”
 Despite any level of controversy, reality televi-
sion is here to stay as it proves to entertain just as 
much as a fictional sitcom can. Once upon a time we 
found brutal gladiatorial matches entertaining; it only 
makes sense for us to watch with a certain demented 
glee as two individuals drunkenly shout at each other.

Reality and ridiculousness battle for airspace

entertainmentwallpaper.com

Despite any and all negative publicity, the cast of Jersey Shore has earned MTV its highest ratings of 
any show and is paid up to $30,000 per episode to fight, drink and party.

socialitelife.com

Nicole “Snooki” Polizzi stars in her own episode of 
E! True Hollywood Story, despite the fact that 
many believe she is undeserving of such fame.

taramtamtam.com

Our differences and oddities are what 
make us beautiful and special.

 The sounds and moves of Michael Jackson were resurrected Monday in the BLC Theater during the Michael Jackson Tribute, 
performed by traveling troupe “King Michael.” This show was created and designed to commemorate the music and life of the one 
and only King of Pop. 
 At the show’s start, film began to play on a display screen, dazzling the audience with footage of spectacular moments in 
Jackson’s life.  A group of dancers then rolled out onto the stage, dancing and flipping with impressive control.  All accompanied 
a fabulous Michael Jackson impersonator, who was an accurate replica of Jackson, right down to the strangely pointed nose.
 The performers had the crowd fully engaged, clapping and dancing in its seats. “King Michael” performed many of Michael 
Jackson’s most popular and well-known songs, keeping the audience entertained from start to finish with non-stop, fluid dancing.  
Using pots, pans and buckets, the performers created the sounds of drums and beats that awed the audience as the impersonator 
moon-walked across the stage with ease.
 Each number expressed a unique story with the use of song, dance and lighting. “King Michael” was able to take Michael 
Jackson’s music and tweak it, adding its own modern spin, all the while maintaining the classic feel of each of Jackson’s hits. This 
ultimately allowed for a “feel good” show.
 It is quite clear that although Michael Jackson has died, he will continue to live on through such spectacular tributes.

Photo by Nate Labrusciano/The Rider News

Michael Jackson impersonator commands the stage and the audience with his fierce expression and tight dance moves.

Fiasco’s impending performance raises students’ expectations

 Going to concerts is a luxury for those who don’t 
attend them often, but others who see famous stars 
frequently – not so much.  Having an on-campus 
concert featuring any artist can be fulfilling or a dis-
appointing, depending on who the artist is.  
 Rider University has chosen rapper Lupe Fiasco 
of Chicago to perform on Nov. 18. The show has 
already sold out on the Lawrenceville campus. Fiasco 
is expected to perform songs from his latest album 
Lasers, which was released in March.
 Mainstream hip-hop listeners are probably famil-
iar with Fiasco’s smash hit “The Show Goes On” and 
may even remember his other hit singles “Superstar” 
and “Daydreamin’” from his past albums.  However, 
there’s much more to this artist than what we hear on 
the radio.
 Like many other performers, Lupe Fiasco is only 
a stage name for his real name, Wasalu Muhammad 
Jaco. He was not originally a fan of hip-hop because 
of its crudeness and actually preferred jazz music. He 
was part of the Spice 1 and Ice Cube inspired band 
Da Pak and released one single with Epic Records 
before the band split.
 Fiasco then met Jay-Z, who was in charge of Def 
Jam Records and helped get Fiasco signed with record 
company Atlantic Records. Jay-Z complimented 
Fiasco, stating that he was a “breath of fresh air” and 
reminded Jay-Z of himself as a young new artist.

 Lasers is Fiasco’s third album, from which he 
has released two tracks as singles: “The Show Goes 
On” and “Never Forget You.”  His album includes 
songs that express deep-seeded anger, such as “Words 
I’ll Never Say” and “I Don’t Wanna Care Right 
Now.”   

 Additionally, the album features songs like 
“Beautiful Lasers” that express triumph and content-
ment. 
 Although many of Rider’s undergraduates may 
not be familiar with Fiasco’s music, they look forward 
to his upcoming concert regardless.

 “I like the hip-hop genre and hope he’ll be better 
than Jason Derulo,” junior Rochelle Cohen said.
It seems that she was not the only one unimpressed 
with Derulo’s performance last year.
 “Jason Derulo just repeated a lot of his songs in 
different styles, like acoustic, and then sung them 
with a faster tempo,” junior Tina Forsythe said. 
 Sophomore Jillian Spratt loves Fiasco’s Lasers 
album and cannot wait for Nov. 18. She is also 
unfazed by the fact that yet another hip hop artist has 
been chosen instead of someone from another genre. 
 “I don’t really mind at all,” Spratt said. “I keep 
hearing a lot of people are really annoyed but I’m fine 
with it. Maybe next year they’ll switch it up.”
 It is obvious that many people are excited to see a 
big name artist and are impressed with Lasers.  Tickets 
are still available on the Westminster campus. Fiasco 
is sure to rock the stage and keep the audience on its 
toes.

By Megan Blauvelt

Love for Jackson’s jams is human nature

necolebitchie.com

29-year-old Lupe Fiasco has won many awards during his short yet successful career, including a Grammy 
for “Best Urban/Alternative Performance” for his single “Daydreamin’” in 2008. 

SuperStar takeS the Spotlight



If you take the start of the Rider basketball season and throw 
in the added excitement of live television, Bronc basketball 
games become something that everyone in the Rider com-

munity wants to be a part of. 
 On Tuesday, the men’s basketball team will have a home 
game against Drexel University that will be televised as part of 
ESPN’s fourth annual 24-hour “College Hoops marathon.” The 
only catch? The game starts at 6 a.m. The average Rider basket-
ball game runs about two hours long; however, because the game 
will be televised, there will be frequent “TV time outs” that may 
significantly lengthen the game, causing students to be late to 8 
a.m. classes. 
 Students should have every opportunity to attend as many 
games as possible. Yet, the administration doesn’t see students 
being at the game as big a priority as going to morning classes. 
An email sent to students said, “Students are still expected to 
attend his or her 8 a.m. classes, despite the length of the game.”
 According to MyInfo on Rider’s website, there are 46 8 a.m. 
classes between the Lawrenceville and Westminster campuses 
this semester, meaning students will have to miss the game, 
attend the game and be late for class, or cut class altogether.
 While academics are the main goal for a university, what is 
a college without students being able to show school pride? 
 Students feel proud to be a part of the Rider community, 
and by having as many fans there as possible, it will create an 
exciting atmosphere for the Broncs to play in while providing 
national exposure for the university.
  If Rider professors were to cancel morning classes for game 
day, more students would be able to attend and encourage their 
team. If classes remain scheduled as usual, students may end up 
skipping classes to attend the game anyway. 
 By canceling morning classes for students on this special 
game day, the Rider student body could get a real sense of com-
munity and fun. If campus-wide involvement and representa-
tion is what Rider is striving for, the administration should allow 
students the opportunity to do so, and the 6 o’clock morning 
game is a great way to start.  
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Editorials

School’s not out 
for ‘white-out’

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to the editor 
from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s telephone number 
and e-mail address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks on individuals or groups 
are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters  to the editor for length, clarity, accuracy, gram-
mar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste and civility. Brevity is encouraged. All 
decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, which may reject any letter. Send to The 
Rider News via e-mail (ridernews@rider.edu), campus mail, or hand deliver to Ridge House. All 
letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding publication.

See Obama, p. 9

Megan Moyer/The Rider News 

 In 2008, America elected President Barack Obama, a hopeful, charismatic man who seemed to 
release a breath of fresh air into a country begging for change. At the beginning of his term, Obama 
promised just that  — change — and plenty of it. 
 Now that we find ourselves only a year away from another presidential election, it seems that the 
media, along with many American citizens, have gone from hopeful to disappointed. Let’s face it — 
when we saw a young, fresh face after enduring a presidency that got us involved in two wars and a 
crashing economy, many looked at Obama as a savior for the nation, the person who could fix all of 
America’s problems. I’m sure that Obama believed this as well, and in the process, perhaps he bit off 
more than he could chew. The fact is, Obama has not fulfilled all of his promises to the nation yet. 
He did not conquer all of the problems that we hoped he would. Many citizens felt he hasn’t done 
“enough” yet, and I can’t help but feel that Obama’s huge accomplishments have been overshadowed. 
 Many strides have been made during Obama’s presidency. In regards to the military, Osama bin 
Laden, leader of Al Qaeda, was found and killed by a special elite force referred to as Seal Team 6. 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, a bill that prevented homosexual servicemen and service women from being 
open about their sexuality, was repealed after an 18-year run. As far as health care goes, though few 
people could understand the point of Obama’s health care reform, it achieved quite a bit. According to 
cbsnews.com, the reform measures expanded coverage to 32 million previously uninsured Americans 
and prevented insurance companies from turning away those with preexisting medical conditions. 
 Obama is also attempting to help America’s veterans. On Nov. 7, he announced the “Veteran 
Gold Card,” a service that provides a personalized job search for post 9/11 veterans, an online tool 

Political Predictions

Steady pace will win race for Obama
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It is the media’s right and duty to inform their audience when 
accidents occur or tragedy strikes, even if members of that 
audience know the person(s) involved.

 On Thursday, the online news source Lawrenceville Patch 
first reported the arrest of Rider sophomore Laura Gallagher for 
death by auto from a hit-and-run accident that occurred on the 
evening of Oct. 28. Articles about the arrest also appeared in the 
Trentonian and Mercer Regional News on Friday, the same day it 
was printed in The Rider News.
 After being published, it was reported by Rider students, 
who asked to remain unnamed, that some softball players were 
stealing issues of The Rider News around campus to try to pre-
vent the story about Gallagher, their teammate, from being read. 
Dean of Students Anthony Campbell was also informed that 
softball players were tearing up the paper outside of Daly’s. 
 Through email, the softball coach responded with an apol-
ogy and said she would have a talk with her team. 
 We realize Gallagher’s arrest was upsetting, but stealing 
newspapers was inappropriate. The Rider News was simply doing 
its job of informing the Rider community. Taking the papers so 
no one would read about the incident, or any other story in last 
week’s issue, was uncalled for since news of the arrest appeared 
in several other publications and on The Rider News website.
 The Rider News staff works diligently every week to keep the 
Rider community informed of what happens on- or off-campus. 
The story is ongoing and the paper will include any updates on 
the Gallagher story. Just as in local newspapers, even controver-
sial stories must be printed for the well-being of the community.

Softball players steal 
more than just bases

These weekly editorials express the majority opinion 
of The Rider News. The editorials were written by 
the Assistant Opinion Editor, Kristy Grinere.
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ridernews@rider.edu;
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NOvember 6, 1860— Abraham Lincoln is elected 

U.S. President.

NOvember 9, 1989— The Berlin Wall crumbles.

NOvember 10, 1775 — The U.S. Marine Corps is 

established.

NOvember 11, 1922 — American author Kurt 

Vonnegut is born in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

NOvember 12, 1956 — The U.S. Supreme Court 

rules that segregation on public buses is unconstitutional.

This Week iN hisTOry ...

Sophomore Speaks

Career fair creates 
future job interests

called, “My Next Move for Veterans,” which helps veterans find jobs that match their skill sets, and 
finally, the “Veterans Job Bank,” a program for which the government teamed up with top job search 
companies to connect veterans to job openings. These services for veterans will certainly come in 
handy when our troops return from Iraq in the coming weeks after eight years at war.  
 While all of these accomplishments are wonderful, you may be wondering what Obama is 
doing for your future. After all, life after college is supposed to entail starting a career, not starting 
unemployment. Obama presented the American Jobs Act to Congress in September. The president 
claims that this piece of legislature has backing from both parties and will create jobs for educators, 
construction workers and those who have been unemployed long-term. It will also provide a tax cut 
for small businesses that begin hiring new employees or give raises to current employees. Best of all, 
this bill, if passed, will provide a $1,500 tax cut to working-class families. 
 I will have the privilege to vote in the presidential election for the first time in 2012. With the 
Republican candidacy still up in the air, it is impossible to say if what he or she plans for the country 
will be better or worse than the plans of Obama. His or her merits will need to be taken into consid-
eration once the Republican Party chooses a candidate. 
 I do believe that Obama will get re-elected in 2012. No, he did not do everything he promised he 
would do, and that is disappointing. He was handed a failing economy and while it is slowly improv-
ing, it is far from being healed. There is much work to be done. 
 To those who say Obama has not done enough, just remember this: instead of sending care pack-
ages filled with thank you cards over to the 39,000 troops in Iraq for the holidays, this year we can 
just thank them in person.

-Casey Gale
Freshman journalism and American studies major

 Full-time and part-time jobs, internships and co-ops were 
many of the opportunities offered at the 2011 Fall Career Fair. 
More than 75 companies attended the career fair looking for 
undergraduates, graduates and alumni of all different majors and 
backgrounds. As a sophomore, I was not sure if it was too soon to 
attend the event that took place Nov. 3 in the Bart Luedeke Center 
(BLC) Cavalla Room. But I ended up going because many people 
informed me that it is never too early to get your name out there.
 I was definitely nervous about what to expect. Students who 
had already gone to career fairs told me many different things 
about it. One thing I was repeatedly told was to be ready to talk 
with employers for a long time. 
 To prepare for the event, I practiced what I would say to 
potential employers. Rider also offered a “résumé blitz” to get your 
résumé updated by Career Services. I took this opportunity to 
revise mine for the career fair and for any other time I might need 
it in the future.
 I went to the fair right when it started at 11 a.m. and even 
then it was extremely crowded. However, those in charge of the 
event had the line moving quickly as everyone signed in.
 Many people accumulated in the Cavalla Room, which made 
the event a little intimidating. Looking into companies I wanted 
to talk to ahead of time made it easier for me to navigate the career 
fair. Career Services also provided a map that was very helpful 
when locating the companies I was interested in. 
 After talking with a representative from one company, I started 
feeling more comfortable about meeting other employers. Most 
of the companies I spoke to asked me for my résumé as soon as 
I introduced myself. To my surprise, my interaction with each 
employer I encountered was quite brief, contrary to what I was 
told. 
 Many companies offered internships or externships, which I 
definitely see myself doing in the future. They also broke down 
the criteria for the internships they offered and explained how long 
they would be for.
 As a result of the career fair, I handed my résumé out to four 
companies I was interested in. Seeing what is out there, according 
to Director of Career Services Judy Tyler, is the “best way to secure 
an internship for the summer.”
 I was informed by Career Services to follow up with the com-
panies I liked so they remember my name and know I am inter-
ested. I have taken that advice and already emailed two companies 
that I hope to work with in the future. 
 Taking advantage of resources available such as the career fair 
or Career Services is a beneficial way to secure important work 
experience and maybe even a job.

- Shannon Larcara
Sophomore journalism major

Tech Savvy

Kindle offers bonus book benefits
 How would you like to be able to borrow any book you wanted with just one click? This lux-
ury is now possible if you own a Kindle, an eReader that is owned by Amazon. Recently, Amazon 
announced that its customers will be able to download one free book once a month and keep the 
book for as long as they want with no late fees. 
 According to an article in The Washington Post, “Amazon launches Kindle lending library,” there 
is a catch to this. Kindle owners must also be subscribers to Amazon Prime, a benefit program with 
the website in which users get free perks such as free two-day shipping, which costs $79 a year. The 
article also states that only individuals who own a Kindle can actually use this new feature. In other 
words, anyone who has the app on their phone but don’t own a Kindle cannot borrow books for free. 
 As a huge fan of eBooks and eReaders, I think it is a great idea to be able to download books for 
one flat price. However, only being able to download one book per month free of charge really has 
me thinking. It rarely ever takes me the whole month to finish reading an eBook; I’m lucky if it lasts 
me a week. This leads to a huge problem: What am I supposed to read during the remaining weeks 
in the month? Readers are able to download other books in between; however, it will count as an 
additional purchase. Therefore, if you’re a fast reader, expect additional fees to your $79 a year. 
 For one book a month, however, that price is great. Usually, the average price of a book at an 
online bookstore is about $10. If an individual were to purchase one book per month for a year, they 
would spend around $120 per year; thus money is already being saved. There also is free two-day 
shipping on Amazon.com as well as other perks from the website. 
 I, myself, own a Nook, the eReader licensed to Barnes & Noble. At this time, they do not offer 
a program like this, so users purchase as many books as they want, but have to pay for each one. In 
addition, users can take their Nooks to a local Barnes & Noble and read and browse any of the books 
in the store through the Nook. I think Barnes & Noble should come up with a program similar to 
Amazon’s. The only modification I would make is to allow users to borrow more than one book per 
month. 
 This deal that Amazon is offering Kindle users is something to consider. It’s a great program if 
you don’t download that many books and want to save a lot of money. However, if you’re an avid 
reader and read multiple books per month, this program might not be the one for you. Either way, 
Kindle is trying to make your reading experience more enjoyable and keeping your best interests in 
mind. 

-Danielle Gittleman
Freshman journalism major

Be sure to visit www.theridernews.com to read about the seven Rider 
students who journeyed to Washington D.C. to protest crude oil and the 
dangers of pipelines.



on his roster. 
 This year, there is again 
only one senior on the roster 
and the Colonials will once 
again be short on strength and 
leadership, qualities lacking in 
recent years. Robert Morris’ 
top-returning scorer, Karon 
Abraham (13.9 ppg.) is sus-
pended for the season and will 
undoubtedly be missed.
 Rider and Robert Morris 
were once both members of the 
NEC with Rider dominating 
the head-to-head play, winning 
eight of 10 games. Rider has 
not played the Colonials since 
moving to the MAAC in 1997. 
 Rider will attempt to play a 
good game against Pitt, a con-
sensus Associated Press top-10 
team. Pitt has already played 
in, and won, two exhibition 
games, outscoring its oppo-
nents 177-100. Last December, 
Rider lost to then third-ranked 
Pitt, 87-68. 
 To leave Pittsburgh with 
a win, Dempsey knows the 
importance of a quick start.
 “In my experience, you 

have to have a big first half,” he 
said. “Bring that momentum 
to the locker room and believe. 
You have to give them a fight 
they didn’t expect.”
 In their last outing in 
Pittsburgh, Gadson recorded  
10 points on 4-8 shooting with 
five rebounds in 34 minutes. 
He also turned the ball over 
four times as Pitt won the turn-
over battle 14-6. 
 Now, Gadson has emerged 
as a team leader and will be 
starting at forward. He has been 
selected to the Preseason First 
Team All-MAAC. His ability to 
shoot the ball from the outside 
as well as his developed ability 
to score inside makes him an 
explosive threat to any team.
 “Our best players will have 
to have big games,” Dempsey 
said.
 Last season, Gadson put 
up five 20-point performances 
as the Broncs went 23-11 and 
13-5 in the MAAC. 
 Rider also has added the 
sharpshooting Jones to the 
roster, who is familiar with 
Dempsey’s style of play. Last 
year, Jones sat out the entire 
season because of the NCAA’s 
transfer rule after leaving 

Virginia, where he accumulat-
ed 555 points in three seasons 
with the Cavaliers. 
 Jones may very well chal-
lenge Gadson for the rights of 
the team’s top scorer this sea-
son. Jones started 25 games as 
a freshman at Virginia and shot 
a lights-out 43.5 percent from 
behind the arc just two years 
ago.
 Rider enjoys the uphill 
battle that is associated 
in playing quality teams on 
the road. They’re  hop-
ing their competitive play 
translates into a spot in the 
NCAA Tournament this year.  
 Rider was picked to fin-
ish fourth in the MAAC in 
the Coaches Preseason Poll, 
announced last month at the 
Naismith National Basketball 
Hall of Fame. 
 Dempsey appreciates the 
respect his team earns when 
playing powerhouse teams on 
the road. 
 “If you can go out and rep-
resent [the university] well, you 
can increase the attention your 
team gets,” he said.

M. BBall
Continued from p. 12

Swim and dive sinks despite solid performances

 
 
 The Broncs were able to 
record some fast times and big 
dives despite a loss to Lehigh 
Saturday. There were mul-
tiple first-place finishers for 
the Broncs; however, it wasn’t 
enough to come away with the 
victory.
 The men fell by a score of 
181-119 and the women lost 
169-111.
 “The meet versus Lehigh 
did not show our best results; 
however, everyone put forth 
a great effort throughout the 
entire meet,” junior Kelly 
O’Connor said.
 Despite the outcome,  
Broncs Head Coach Steve 
Fletcher and Diving Coach Eric 
Blevins seemed pleased with the 
teams’ performances thus far.
 “They have been working 
extremely hard this season and I 
am overwhelmingly proud with 
how they have competed so 
far,” Blevins said. “They will 
continue to do great things 
while improving and I am really 
excited for the rest of the sea-
son.”
 Junior Johnny Funk was 
able to put up a lot of points 
for the Broncs with his first-
place finish in the 100 back, 
200 back and 100 butterfly on 
Saturday. 
 Additionally, for the wom-
en O’Connor was able to come 
away with two wins in the 200 
butterfly and the 100 butterfly.
 “Individually I swam all 

right at Lehigh. Both the 100 
and 200 butterfly were pretty 
good swims for me,” O’Connor 
said.
 Senior Brendan Cavallaro 
was also able to win both the 
1-meter dive and the 3-meter 
dive for the men.
 “I thought the divers did 
extremely well against Lehigh,” 
Blevins said. “Both Brendan 
and [sophomore] Trevor Hiller 
were competing with new and 
harder dives for the first time 
and they handled that pressure 
perfectly.”
 Rider will jump back in the 

pool again Saturday at LaSalle 
in a tri-meet with Delaware. 
This will be a difficult meet 
for the Broncs as both of these 
teams have been competing 
very well this year.
 “At the upcoming meet 
with LaSalle, there should be 
some great races,” O’Connor 
said. “They are a very competi-
tive team; I think both teams 
could come out with a possible 
win.” 
  Some of the swimmers 
who have been top performers 
for LaSalle are senior Austin 
Thomas and junior Blase 

Szyszko for the men.
 On the women’s side, 
sophomore Greta Reichert and 
freshmen Colleen Larkin, Lisa 
Woodman and Amina Wilson 
have been making big splashes.
There are a lot of underclass-
men that LaSalle is relying on 
so hopefully Rider will prevail 
with a more experienced team.
 Some of the athletes to 
watch on Delaware’s team 
include sophomores Paul 
Gallagher, Zach Lowe and Cole 
Clark. 
 For the women, senior 
Hannah Facchine, junior 

Courtney Raw and sophomore 
Shea Solt have led the Blue 
Hens.
 As the season progresses for 
the Broncs, Blevins has high 
expectations for the men’s div-
ers. 
 “Some of my goals have 
already been met this season, 
which would be to have both 
Brendan and Trevor compete at 
NCAA Zones,” Blevins said. “I 
would also like to see both of 
them placing in the top three 
at MAAC’s and ECAC’s and 
to make a huge splash at the 
NCAA Zone meet.  If they 
were able to sneak into the 
NCAA Championship meet 
that would just be icing on the 
cake.”
 The Broncs have started 
the season strong, putting up 
times and scores that normal-
ly wouldn’t be seen until the 
championship season. If this 
trend continues it will be a great 
season for the Broncs.
 “Everyone has been work-
ing really hard,” O’Connor 
said. “We have a great chance 
to do really well at our upcom-
ing invitational at Princeton 
University in early December 
and championships as a team. I 
look forward to seeing how fast 
everyone is going to swim at 
those meets.”

By Jillian Shutt

SWIM AND DIVE
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Johnny Funk won three races in the loss.  The men lost 181-119 and the women 169-111.

Eefje Kok scored her 10th goal 
of the season, assisted by junior 
Jackie Adams.
 Monmouth, the second 
seed in the tournament, played 
tough for the rest of the first 
half and well into the second 
half until Rider’s offense got 
the best of them again. The sec-
ond goal for Rider was scored 
by junior Marlaine Schneider 
with just 14 minutes left in the 
second half. Schneider entered 
the game ranked fourth in the 
nation in points per game and 
11th on Rider’s all-time scoring 
list.
 Monmouth managed to 
pull within one with just under 
two minutes remaining in the 
game, but senior goalie Rebecca 
Lotito held Monmouth’s strong 
offense at bay for the victory.
 “Tito is the inspira-
tional leader on the field,” 
Hussong said to Rider Sports 
Information.  
 Lotito, one of the captains 
of the team, commented on 
how proud she was of her team-
mates.

 “Our NEC wins this week-
end were phenomenal,” she 
said. “We knew how important 
each game was, and we were 
very careful not to overlook any 
opponent. Both games were 
tough, but we came out on 
top.”
 Hussong understands 
replacing her core players will 
be difficult next season. 
 “We will have some big 
shoes to fill when we lose 
Virginia,” Hussong said. “No 
one has had the type of impact 
on their program that she has 
had. She is a phenomenal play-
er but most importantly is a 
great representative, not just for 
our field hockey program but 
for Rider. She will be very hard 
to replace.”
 The Rider field hockey 
team closed out their dream 
season with a record of 92 goals 
and 19 wins. The mark of excel-
lence set a new record in the 
field hockey program since the 
2004 season when the team 
went 18-3.
 

F. Hockey
Continued from p. 12



 The women’s basketball 
season opens this weekend as 
it hosts Lafayette tonight at 
7 and Bucknell on Sunday at 
4 p.m. The outlook is bright 
for the Broncs despite falling 
to Division II West Chester 
in an exhibition game after a 
tough battle in Alumni Gym 
last weekend. 
 Sophomore MyNeshia 
McKenzie had a strong start in 
the exhibition, finishing with 
13 points and 15 rebounds. 
Freshman Emily Fazzini also 
made her presence known on 
the court with 10 points against 
the Rams. 
 However, it wasn’t enough 
to overcome West Chester, 
which walked away with a 
65-63 win. 
 After the loss, the Broncs 
are ready to begin the season to 
show how they have improved.
 “I’m excited,” senior center 
Sarah Homan said. “Our team 
has never been more prepared.”
 Junior Carleigh Brown and 
her teammates want to make 
amends for their performance 
after finishing 5-25 last season.
 “We’ve been waiting for the 
chance to prove ourselves since 
our last game in the MAAC 
Tournament last season,” she 

said.
 Lafayette, which was 11-19 
last season, will be a tough 
undertaking for the Broncs.
 In order for the Broncs to 
get the win, tough defense and 
aggressive offense will be two 
crucial elements. The Leopards 
have good shooters who pose a 
threat to the Broncs. However, 
forwards Homan and junior 

Caitlin Bopp appear to coun-
ter that, making an impressive 
combined total of 156 field 
goals last season.
 The Broncs squad consists 
of a healthy mix of new and 
returning players, which is an 
aspect that the team views as an 
advantage.
 “With more returning 
players, we have more experi-

ence and confidence on the 
floor,” Homan said. 
 The Bucknell Bison come 
to Alumni Gym on Sunday.  
 Bucknell was 11-17 last 
season with several seesaw bat-
tles. The Broncs have a new-
found drive to win, especially 
within the senior class.
 “I feel a newer urgency to 
win since this is my last season,” 

Homan said. “I know the other 
seniors feel the same way.”
 Despite a loss to the Bison 
last season, the Broncs look 
stronger and wiser this coming 
year.
 The desire to win is very 
apparent, as are optimism and 
eagerness.
 “We are a lot older as a 
team this year and are ready to 
do whatever is necessary for our 
team to be on top when the 
final buzzer goes off,” Brown 
said. 
 The Broncs are looking to 
test their ability to open the 
season well and are ready to try 
to start on a positive note.
 “We are ready for the chal-
lenge,” Homan said.
 Brown believes the Broncs 
can play well in games like they 
do in practice.
 “It’s very frustrating to us 
to see how we practice and how 
well we can all play together 
and then struggle in games,” 
she said. “The team is more 
than excited to get the chance 
to play.”

 Lights, cameras, action 
and possible embarrassment. 
That is what Rider is facing as 
the Broncs’ basketball team’s 
date with Drexel on Tuesday  
quickly draws near with each 
passing day.
 This game for the Broncs 
is different from the rest of 
the season because it will be 
televised on ESPN at 6 a.m. 
as part of the ESPN College 
Basketball Tip-Off. The Broncs 
are hoping to see a packed 
Alumni Gym ready to cheer, 
shout, holler and heckle as the 
Broncs play in their third game 
of the season, but that may not 
be the case come game time.
 Rider, along with the ath-
letic department, has made it 
clear that students are expected 
to attend their morning classes 
no matter if they decide to 
show some school spirit and 
attend the game or not. This 
will drive a wedge into the 
plan of having students actu-
ally attend this game.
 So what happens if the 
gym isn’t packed? With the 
national exposure comes the 
chance to be nationally embar-
rassed. There is nothing like 

turning on the TV and seeing 
an empty gym. Having this 
game nationally syndicated 
thrusts Rider into the spot-
light. A poor turnout for the 
game would make the school 
and athletic program look fool-
ish. Of course there are going 
to be fans who get up and go 
regardless, but nothing looks 
better than a packed Alumni 
Gym on top of the opposing 
team as it tries to inbound the 
ball.  
 Here is the solution to 
this problem: cancel the day 
classes. This answer seems 
obvious to me as a sports fan; 
however, it seems to be a fact 
that the administration clearly 
overlooked.
 Many other Rider stu-
dents agreed with this solu-
tion when the question was 

posed to them on Facebook.
 “Definitely, otherwise the 
6 a.m. turnout is going to be 
awful and it will be humiliat-
ing to have our game broad-
casted on television without 
a crowd,” freshman Samantha 
Lukas said.
 Talk about hitting the nail 
on the head. 
 Having an empty gym 
that morning will most like-
ly exclude Rider from being 
invited to play in the Tip-Off 
special again, and that expo-
sure is something that the 
school can’t afford to lose.
 If students skip the game 
to sleep in because of early 
morning classes, we can also 
forget about the planned 
white-out. Instead, it will look 
as if we strategically placed 
Q-Tips in the stands.
 For one day, with a lot rid-
ing on the turnout, day classes 
should be canceled so that the 
students can all come together 
in one complete act of com-
munity to cheer on the Broncs 
and prove that playing in the 
Bronc Zoo is still one of the 
toughest gyms to play basket-
ball in. 
 

Attention Rider: Cancel classes!

Women’s basketball looking to start fast
WOMENS BASKETBALL

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Sophomore MyNeshia McKenzie looks to lead the Broncs to a successful season in 2011-12.  
McKenzie posted a double-double in Rider’s exhibition defeat against West Chester last Sunday.
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Laurence Young, a 2004 graduate of Rider, passed away while 
playing basketball professionally in Brazil. Young died after com-
plications from a dental procedure. He scored 755 points dur-
ing his Rider career. He appeared in 105 games.

Cie Stroud/The Times

By David Pavlak
pavlakd@theridernews.com

Former basketball star passes 



 

 

The men’s basketball season begins this weekend as the 
Broncs travel to take on Robert Morris tonight and then 
follow up with a game against 10th-ranked Pittsburgh 
on Sunday. 
 The journey will be a difficult task as the Broncs 
will be without four players in action and one player  
is doubtful. Junior Dera Nd-Ezuma has a concussion 
while sophomore Tommy Pereira is battling a leg injury. 
Junior Jonathon Thompson is still serving the back 
end of his suspension from last season, while freshman 
Junior Fortunat is having eligibility issues with regards 
to his transcripts from high school. 
 Rider’s quest of making its first NCAA tournament 
since 1994 begins this weekend in western Pennsylvania 
before returning home for the Tuesday “white-out” con-
test in Alumni Gym at 6 a.m. versus Drexel.
 The Broncs beat East Stroudsburg in their annual 
preseason exhibition match, 74-61, in the final test 
before the regular season. The senior one-two punch of 
Novar Gadson and Jeff Jones combined for 35 points 
while the starting frontcourt collected 23 rebounds, 
over half of the team’s total. Rider turned the ball over 
23 times, however, and shot a meager 65 percent from 
the foul line, not a performance it can hang its hat on 
should it expect to give Pittsburgh a run for its money. 
 “When you only have three weeks to practice, every 
team has holes to fill,” Head Coach Tommy Dempsey 

said.
 Pittsburgh is the tougher team to prepare to play. 
However, Robert Morris has been dominant at home 
of late, brandishing an 11-2 home record last season. 
Robert Morris reached its third straight conference 
championship game last year despite finishing third in 
the conference with an 18-14 record. The Colonials 
fell to Long Island in the tournament championship in 
overtime, 85-82. 
 Robert Morris Head Coach Andrew Toole is in 
only his second year with the school’s program, but has 
found success. Toole led the Colonials to a 12-6 confer-
ence record last season despite having only one senior 
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 The Broncs’ season came 
to an end after a difficult bat-
tle against Princeton during 
the NCAA play-in game on 
Tuesday. The Broncs lost in a 
double overtime nailbiter by a 
score of 1-0.
 Rider had the task of fac-
ing off against the champions 
of the Ivy League, a team that 
competed against a schedule 
full of national powers. 
 The Broncs had to prepare 
quickly, but did have one ben-
efit that they felt helped them 
adjust.
 “We only had a short time 
to prepare for Princeton,” Head 
Coach Lori Hussong said. “One 
thing that helped was being 
able to practice on their surface 
the day before we played. It 
always takes awhile to transi-
tion from playing on our field 
turf to astro turf as the game 
is played at a much faster pace, 
so it was good for our team to 
have the opportunity to get a 
few touches on the ball.”
 The Broncs fell when P 
rinceton’s freshman Sydney 
Kirby scored in double over-
time off a penalty corner.

 “Everyone left it all out 
on the field,” Hussong said. 
“Unfortunately, we lost in dou-
ble overtime but we were so 
proud of our team’s effort. We 
felt like we gained some overall 
respect in taking Princeton to 
double OT. It was a heartbreak-
ing loss for us, but after having 
some time to recover we realize 
that we have a lot to be proud 
of.”
 Rider finished with a pro-
gram-best 19-2 overall record 
and tallied its second consecu-
tive NEC Championship.
 The loss also ended the 
Broncs’ 15-game winning 
streak. During the game, the 
Tigers outshot the Broncs 17-9 
and held a 7-4 penalty corner 
advantage over Rider, making 
Rider go on the defensive more 
often than not.
 Lotito put on a master-
ful performance, finishing with 
eight saves. Senior Virginia 
Egusquiza, the three-time NEC 
Player of the Year, had five 
shots, including three on goal. 
Egusquiza graduates in May as 
Rider’s all-time leading scorer 
and holds the Rider single sea-
son and career assist records. 
 She is also set to play in 
the senior all-star game at the 
NCAA Field Hockey Final Four 

at the University of Louisville 
in two weeks. 
 For the Broncs, the journey 
to get to that point was not an 
easy one.
 The Broncs first defeated 
fourth-seeded St. Francis (Pa.) 
last Friday in a 2-0 shutout 
during the first round of the 
NEC playoffs. With the win, 
Rider advanced to the NEC 
championship for the 10th 
time since Hussong, the 2011 
NEC Coach of the Year, took 
the reins 12 seasons ago.
 The next day, Rider defeat-
ed Monmouth 2-1 to clinch 
the NEC Title at Ben Cohen 
field. It was the fifth NEC 
Championship that Rider has 
won, along with its six NEC 
regular season titles in the past 
12 years.
 “We needed to neutralize 
Monmouth’s two top scorers by 
limiting the number of touches 
they had on the ball and to 
defend against their use of the 
aerial attacks more efficiently 
than we did the first time we 
played,” Hussong said. “We 
think our team executed our 
game plan beautifully.” 
 The first half of the game 
remained a scoreless tie until 
23 minutes in, when freshman 

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Senior Jeff Jones will start for the Broncs after miss-
ing a year of eligibility since transferring from Virginia.

Broncs Bow out
Rider drops NCAA qualifier following    
second straight NEC Championship

Katelyn White/The Rider News

Sophomore Sandra Penas advances the ball up field during 
Rider’s 2-1 NEC Championship victory over Monmouth.

Shorthanded Broncs open with challenges

See M. Bball, p.10

FIELD HOCKEY

By Cynthia Reyes

By Ben Smith

MENS BASKETBALL

See F. Hockey, p.10

Three Keys to Victory
1. Who will play the point? 
Anthony Myles, the 6’5” guard has stepped in during 
Jonathon Thompson’s absence, but can freshman Eddie 
Mitchell step in immediately?
2. Bench Depth
Missing three players to injury, one to suspension and 
one to an eligibility issue, the Broncs will have to rely 
on a short bench.
3. Offensive rebounds
The Broncs allowed 21 offensive rebounds to D-II East 
Stroudsburg during last week’s exhibition. The Broncs 
will have to do a much better job of boxing out to cut 
that number down.
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