
The second incident in the 
past eight months involving a 
suspect attempting to lure a 
female Rider student into his 
car was reported by university 
officials Thursday morning. 

Meanwhile, the suspect 
in a similar case that occurred 
last spring has been deemed 
mentally fit to stand trial for 
attempted kidnapping.

Last week, Tony Kadyhrob, 
the man accused of allegedly 
attempting to kidnap a Rider 
student in March, was declared 
able to stand trial by Mercer 
County Superior Court Judge 
Robert C. Billmeier.
 A campus alert Thursday 
reported that an unidentified 
Asian male attempted to ver-
bally lure a student into his car 
as she was walking across R lot. 

The student was unharmed.
 The suspect, believed to 
be between 20 and 30 years 
old, was seen wearing a dark, 
solid-colored, collared jacket 
and driving a blue, sport-type 
vehicle. 
 According to Head of 
Public Safety Vickie Weaver, 
campus security is work-
ing closely with the Lawrence 
Township  Police Department 
on this “ongoing and active 
investigation.”
 “We appreciate the student 
that came forth,” Weaver said. 
“We also ask that anyone that 
has any additional informa-
tion on the suspicious indi-
vidual and or the vehicle he was 
driving to report it to Public 
Safety.”
 Students raised concerns 
about the recent frequency of 
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The number of transfer stu-
dents for the fall 2011 semes-
ter is up at Rider by 30 per-
cent over last year, the largest 
increase in transfer students in 
recent school history, according 
to Jamie O’Hara, vice president 
for Enrollment Management. 
 The number of students 
transferring into the university 
increased from 219 students 
during the 2010-2011 academ-
ic year to 285 this semester. Of 
the 285 transfer students who 
enrolled this fall, 70 percent 
were from community colleges 
and 30 percent came from four-
year institutions, O’Hara said. 
 Dean of Students Anthony 
Campbell said that many stu-
dents are attending community 
colleges to offset some of the 
costs of education. 
 “When you start looking 

at the statistics, more families 
are using community colleges 
as cost-averaging techniques to 
try to help defray the costs for a 
family,” Campbell said. “[Rider 
has] articulation agreements 
with many of the community 
colleges so that the courses you 
take there transfer as long as 
you get a good grade. The cred-
its will transfer so you don’t lose 
any.”
 The trend toward commu-
nity colleges is occurring state-
wide. Over the past two years, 
full-time enrollments at com-
munity colleges have increased 
by 14 percent in New Jersey, 
according to O’Hara.
 According to the Sallie Mae 
study “How America Pays for 
College,” American families 
spent 9 percent less on col-
lege in the 2010-2011 academic 
year than the previous year. 
The largest decline in college 
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By Katie Zeck 
zeckk@theridernews.com

As Rider begins bracing for winter, students embrace Family 
Weekend starting today.Turn to page 4 for a preview of Rider’s 
annual Family Weekend and a calendar of activities.

By Angela Romansky
and Rachel Stengel  
stengelr@theridernews.com

See Gallagher, p. 3

 A Rider sophomore was 
charged Wednesday in connec-
tion with the hit-and-run death 
of a 54-year-old Trenton man 
on Oct. 28, according to the 
Mercer County Prosecutor’s 
Office.
 Laura Gallagher, 19, a busi-
ness administration major and 
shortstop for the Rider softball 
team, was charged with the 
second-degree crimes of death 
by auto and leaving the scene of 
a motor vehicle accident result-
ing in death. 
 Gallagher allegedly was the 
driver of one of two vehicles 
that struck the man who was 
walking across Parkside Avenue 

By Katie Zeck and 
Rachel Stengel
zeckk@theridernews.com
stengelr@theridernews.com
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Rider graduate and entre-
preneur Navarrow Wright 
’93 will host a prescreening 
of his appearance on CNN’s 
Black in America: The New 
Promised Land – Silicon Valley 
on Thursday, Nov. 10, at 11:30 
a.m. in BLC’s Fireside Lounge 
followed by a question-and 
-answer session with Wright. 
 Wright graduated with a 
B.S. degree in computer infor-
mation systems. His techno-

logical skills paved the way for 
the development of the website 
GlobalGrind.com with hip-hop 
mogul Russell Simmons. The 
site features news on aspects 
of hip-hop culture including 
entertainment, style and music. 
Wright has also worked as the 
vice president of technology at 
360HipHop.com and the presi-
dent and CEO of GlobalGrind.
com. 
 He is currently the chief 
technology officer of Interactive 
One, which is the largest media 

company that serves African 
Americans in the United States, 
according to its official website. 
He also is the creator and pres-
ident of Maximum Leverage 
Solutions, a social media and 
Internet consulting site.
 “His accomplishments have 
been superb,” said Rubin Joyner, 
director of Rider’s Educational 
Opportunity Program (EOP). 
“He has worked with BET and 
now is doing work with CNN 
and his accomplishments have 
made Rider proud.”

 While at Rider, Wright 
was a leader, said Joyner. He 
was an EOP student, a walk-
on player for the basketball 
team, a brother of the Alpha 
Phi Alpha fraternity, a member 
of the Student Finance Board 
and president of the Minority 
Programming Committee. 
Wright also helped to establish 
one of Rider’s annual traditions, 
Unity Day, Joyner said. 
 Like Joyner, Wright’s for-
mer basketball coach, Don 
Harnum, is not fazed by 
Wright’s success after Rider. 
 “I am not surprised at 
all that he is enjoying success 
because he had an inner drive 
to him that made it easy to 
foresee success in his future,” 
Harnum said. 
 Wright will appear on 
CNN’s Black in America docu-
mentary, which will chronicle 
the journey of eight compet-
ing African American Internet 
entrepreneurs who seek startup 
capital for their businesses. 
 The eight competitors 
shared a house for nine weeks 
from June to August 2011 and 
were mentored by established 
African American entrepre-
neurs in the technology indus-
try. Wright acted as one of 
the mentors for the show. His 
appearance will air on Black 
in America: The New Promised 
Land – Silicon Valley on CNN 
Nov. 13 at 8 p.m.

Security BriefS

Black and blue

 A female resident and 
male resident were seen 
fighting Saturday, Oct. 29, 
at 12:46 a.m., in front of 
Kroner Hall. Public Safety 
arrived on the scene on the 
report of a disturbance. They 
observed a couple arguing 
outside and then saw the 
male walking away.
 Public Safety approached 
the student and asked him 
for his identification. 
 Another officer confront-
ed the female who stated that 
she was the one who called in  
the incident. 
 The female victim 
claimed that she was struck 
in the face by the male stu-
dent. Public Safety noticed 
that her left eyebrow was 
swollen. The female also 
stated that she was slapped 
in the face and choked. The 
male suspect was handcuffed 
and charged with attempted 
actual physical abuse as well 
as nonverbal harassment, dis-
orderly conduct by Lawrence 
Twp. police.

Backed up

 Olson Hall found itself 
in some deep water at 11:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 26. 
 A toilet in a male rest-
room on the first floor of 
Olson overflowed and caused 
water damage to a student’s 
room and a common area. 
 Upon arrival, Public 
Safety met with the male 
student who claimed that 
both him and his roommate’s 
belongings had been damaged 
from the water. Public Safety 
noticed the water on the car-
pet in the hallway as well as 
in the nearby common room. 
Cleaners were immediately 
notified to soak up the water. 
The students reported three 
damaged books that need to 
be replaced. 

Lights out

 Westminster experienced 
a power outage caused by the 
unusually large amount of 
snow at 1:49 p.m. on Sunday. 
The outage was campus wide 
and lasted until 9:18 p.m. 
that evening. Public Safety 
contacted the Princeton 
Borough police, who found 
that the cause of the outages 
was multiple downed power 
lines. Administrators were 
notified and an email alert 
was sent out to the campus 
community. 

Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.
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Coming
Up ...

Friday, Nov. 4
Brahms: Ein deutsches 
Requiem, 2 p.m., Verizon 
Hall at the Kimmel Center

The Westminster Symphonic 
Choir will perform Johannes 
Brahms’ Ein deutsches 
Requiem with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra conducted by 
Yannick Nézet-Ségu

Anime Weekend, 7 p.m., 
Science 102

Saturday, Nov. 5
Brahms: Ein deutsches 
Requiem, 8 p.m., Verizon 
Hall at the Kimmel Center

Sunday, Nov. 6
George Nick: Paintings, 12 
p.m., Art Gallery

Westminster Faculty Recital: 
Phyllis Alpert Lehrer and 
Friends, 2 p.m., Bristol 
Chapel

Monday, Nov. 7
Garrett Vogel Talk, 3 p.m., 
Sweigart Auditorium

The 111 Guest Lecture with 
Trent Blanton, 6:45 p.m., 
Memorial 319

King Michael - Michael 
Jackson Tribute, 10 p.m., 
BLC Theater

Tuesday, Nov. 8
Actuary Exams, 7:30 a.m., 
Sweigart 208

George Nick: Paintings, 11 
a.m., Art Gallery

Resume Lab - Liberal Arts 
and Science, 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m., Memorial 107

Wednesday, Nov. 9
Actuary Exams, 7:30 a.m., 
Sweigart 208

George Nick: Paintings, 11 
a.m., Art Gallery

Holocaust Film, 4:30 p.m., 
Sweigart Auditorium

Discovery Program Movie 
Series, 7:30 p.m., BLC 
Fireside Lounge

Thursday, Nov. 10
George Nick: Paintings, 11 
a.m., Art Gallery

Resume Lab - Liberal Arts 
and Science, 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m., Memorial 107

The Wedding Singer Preview 
Performance, 7 p.m., Yvonne 
Theater

George Nick: Paintings Artist 
Talk, 7 p.m., Art Gallery 

Turn to page 4 for an 
extended Family Weekend 
Calendar

Compiled by Rachel Stengel
To list your event, e-mail
ridernews@rider.edu
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Holiday/Winter Break Help
Local company, no experience necessary. 

$15 base/appt 
Flexible day, eve or weekend schedules 

customer sales/service, great pay. 
732-301-2810 or 908-968-0910

www.collegeincome.com

KadyhroB
Continued from p. 1

suspicious activity on campus. 
 “Every other week it seems 
like we get a text or phone call 
because apparently everyone is 
trying to kidnap or sexually 
assault students on campus,” 
said junior Zach Davis in a 
comment on a Rider Facebook 
page. 
 Senior Howard Spaeth 
also commented saying Public 
Safety could be on patrol more 
in certain areas of campus.
 “Maybe our security should 
step it up a little, especially 
over by Conover where anyone 
can walk onto campus,” Spaeth 
said.
 Kadyhrob remains in cus-
tody at the Hopewell Mercer 
Correction Center, where he 
has been held since Aug. 25 on 
bail of $100,000.

 Kadyhrob’s actions at 
Rider resulted in his arrest by 
Lawrence Township police on 
March 29 after he allegedly 
grabbed and coerced a 19-year-
old female Rider student into 
his car as she was walking 
toward Z lot. Kadyhrob was 
also seen on the campuses of 
The College of New Jersey and 
Princeton University, attracting 
the attention of national media 
because of his resemblance to 
actor Christopher Walken.
 Kadyhrob, 68, has been 
described by his sister, who 
resides with him on the 2000 
block of Princeton Ave. in 
Lawrence Township, as a para-
noid schizophrenic. According 
to his sister, the cause of his 
actions was not because he was 
a “bad person” but because he 
stopped taking his medication 
for his mental disorder.
 Since the March incident, 
Kadyhrob has been in and out 

of multiple courtrooms and 
will be returning to one at his 
next status conference at the 
Mercer County Superior Court 
on Dec. 1.
 Kadyhrob testified in front 
of a grand jury on July 7.  It 
indicted him on charges of 
attempted kidnapping and lur-
ing. 
 Kadyhrob reappeared in 
court on Aug. 25, after which 
he was admitted to the correc-
tion center.
 “I definitely felt like there 
was something wrong with him 
and that he wasn’t mentally 
stable,” said sophomore Lark 
Stagnitto. “I’m glad that at least 
he’ll be staying off campus if 
he’s in the correctional center.” 
 “Kadyhrob’s psychological 
issues will definitely come into 
play later in the trials,” DeBlasio 
said. “The current decision that 
declared him ‘mentally fit’ just 
means that the judge feels he 

is competent enough to stand 
for trial and carry out the court 
system process.”
 In addition to declaring 
Kadyhrob mentally fit to con-
tinue with future court process-
es, Billmeier asked Devenny if 
she had put together a plea deal. 
She responded that she had, 
Deblasio said. The plea offer 
presented Kadyhrob as guilty 
of attempted kidnapping and a 
sentence of 10 years in prison 
with 85 percent of the sentence 
served before parole will be 
offered. The defense attorney 
has yet to counter offer.
 Kadyhrob’s next court date 
is set for Dec. 1 at the Mercer 
County Superior Court at 9 
a.m.

Rider grad to preview CNN documentary
By Rachel Stengel
stengelr@theridernews.com



near Ives Avenue in Ewing, 
the incident occured at about 
10:40 p.m. 
 Gallagher turned her-
self into Ewing Township 
police on Wednesday. She was 
placed in the Mercer County 
Correction Center with bail set 
at $250,000. 
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LEADERSHIP AGENDA FOR LAWRENCE

Direct Election of the Mayor by the People 
The people have a right to pick their own mayor. This 
allows for more representation and continuity to 
build beneficial relationships with other layers 
of government and municipalities. 

Create a business friendly 
climate for Lawrence. 

We need to cut unnecessary red tape and 
anti-business regulations. A prospering 
Lawrence will help keep taxes in check while 
providing necessary services for our citizens. 

Ensure the Safety of our citizens 

Ensure the safety of our citizens by providing our police 
and fire personnel with the necessary tools and resources.

KYLE COLLINS BIO

• Volunteer Lawrence Fire Fighter.

• Secretary for the Lawrence Road Firehouse. 

• Member of Lawrence Township’s Public 
Safety Committee.

• Authored a resolution, passed by the 
Council in support of stronger laws to 
protect children from sex offenders.

• BA in Political Science from Rider 
University.

• Served as a Mentor to at-risk youth 
students with Catholic Charities of Trenton.

• Internships with Senator Bill Baroni and the 
New Jersey State house. 

• Human Resource Associate, Firmenich Plainsboro, NJ.

Vote Kyle Collins       Lawrence Council

Paid for by Collins for Council.  Raymond Collins- Treasurer.

spending came from upper-
income families (those who 
earn $100,000 or more a year). 
This group spent approximate-
ly $6,000 less than the previous 
year. The percentage of high-
income families that chose two-
year colleges nearly doubled, 
rising from 12 percent to 22 
percent.
 As a result of this trend, 
Rider has had to make adjust-
ments to its new student pro-
grams, said Cherilyn Barbone, 
an admissions counselor.
 “Over the past few years, 
our new student programs have 
become geared specifically for 
transfers rather than a combi-

nation of both transfers and 
freshmen. It’s necessary with 
the influx of transfers,” Barbone 
said.
 To attract potential trans-
fer students, four-year universi-
ties and colleges face the chal-
lenge of establishing affordable 
tuition while still maintaining 

student appeal. 
 “Tuition’s a large factor, but 
people don’t choose a school 
just based on price,” junior 
Nick Wright said. “If Rider 
were to cut down on spend-
ing to lower tuition but then 
students found other schools 
more appealing, their chances 

of financial problems or bank-
ruptcy would increase.” 
 Junior Courtney Stuck 
transferred to Rider from 
Burlington County College 
because of its national reputa-
tion and close-knit community.
 “I chose Rider because of 
the education program’s respect-

ed reputation and because I just 
felt at home on the campus,” 
Stuck said.  “I didn’t want to 
go to a big school like Rutgers 
because I know my learning 
style, and that’s just not for 
me.”
 One reason that Rider 
and similar private schools are 
able to keep their numbers up 
is because they have declared 
themselves “need-blind” 
schools, Barbone said.
 According to Barbone there 
are schools that take into con-
sideration financial stability as 
part of the admissions process. 
 “Since we are a need-blind 
school, a student’s financial 
situation does not affect the 
admission process,” Barbone 
said. 
 According to Rider 
University’s financial aid 
website, 93 percent of Rider 
University students receive 
some type of scholarship or 
financial aid. That is the typi-
cal percentage for other private 
school students receiving aid 
throughout the state as well. 
Financial aid consists of grants, 
loans, work/study programs 
and scholarships. 
 Also, despite steep cuts 
to Tuition Aid Grants (TAG) 
over the past two years, Rider 
University provided approxi-
mately $45.5 million in student 
financial aid this year, accord-
ing to O’Hara. 
 “Rider is seeing an increase 
in enrollment from transfer 
students because we offer a 
supportive environment that 
includes timely transfer-credit 
evaluations, strong academic 
programs and advisement and 
scholarships,” O’Hara said. 

  

‘I chose Rider because of the education pro-
gram’s respected reputation and because I just 
felt at home on the campus.’

  - Junior transfer Courtney Stuck

Transfer
Continued from p. 1

GallaGher
Continued from p. 1

Rider’s faculty union and 
the administration have ratified 
a three-year agreement, which 
will govern the union. 

The Rider administration 
ratified the contract agreement 
Thursday morning, according 
to university officials. Union 
members ratified the contract 
Tuesday. 

The agreement was reached 
after four months of tense nego-
tiations between Rider’s chapter 
of the American Association of 
University Professors (AAUP) 
and the administration. 
 Robert Stoto, chief nego-
tiator for the administration, 
said he was pleased that an 
agreement was ratified by both 
sides. 
 “Over the course of the 
last few months, the adminis-
tration and AAUP negotiating 
teams have discussed a broad 
range of issues spanning many 
important topics,” Stoto said. 
“While the issues were, in many 

cases complex, these discussions 
were collegial and construc-
tive throughout as each side 
remained focused on finding 
mutually acceptable solutions 
to the challenges we all share.”
 Dr. Roberta Clipper, presi-
dent of AAUP, said that while 
the union was not pleased with 
every aspect of the agreement, it 
will continue to work hard. 
 “Every contract represents 
a compromise between the par-
ties, and there are some things 
in the new agreement that we 
are not entirely happy with, but 
we will continue working to 
make Rider as good a place as it 
can be,” she said.
 Yearly salary increases are 
spelled out in the agreement as 
follows: salary will increase 1.95 
percent for all union members 
for the first year, between 2 and 
3 percent for the second year, 
and between 1 and 3.5 percent 
for the third year. 
 “In regards to the economic 
terms of the settlement,” Stoto 
said, “the agreement ties general 

pay increases over the next three 
years to average national salary 
increases in higher education, as 
published by an agreed to salary 
survey.”
 “There are certain caveats 
in the second and third year of 
the agreement that protect each 
side from fluctuations in this 
survey beyond what is antici-
pated,” he said.
 The administration believes 
the contract was a successful 
balancing act. 
 “With the changes to the 
collective bargaining agree-
ment, the university is confi-
dent that we are positioned to 
continue to meet the needs of 
our students, while also rec-
ognizing the central role the 
faculty bargaining unit mem-
bers play in our student’s lives,” 
Stoto said. 

By Emily Landgraf
landgrafe@theridesrnews.com

Sophomore Laura Gallagher was charged with death by auto 
and leaving the scene of a motor vehicle accident.

www.gobroncs.com

Be sure to check 
out our blogs about 
music, fashion, 
studying abroad, 
and various other 
subjects at: 

www.theridernews.
com.



Rider University is gearing 
up for a weekend of family fun 
during the university’s annual 
Family Weekend, which begins 
today on both the Westminster 
and Lawrenceville campuses.
 Family Weekend is “a com-
munity building event” that 
encompasses “all pieces of cam-
pus life,” Director of Campus 
Life David Keenan said. Both 
faculty and alumni are encour-
aged to participate in the events, 
which are designed to round 
out the entire Rider experience, 
according to Keenan.
 Scheduled events include 
the crowning of the 2011-
2012 Cranberry King and 
Queen, choir performances, 
a men’s basketball exhibition 
game against East Stroudsburg 
University and one of Rider’s 
favorite events, Bronc Bingo.
 Students are anticipating 
the festivities and the chance to 
reconnect with family.
 “I’m very excited,” fresh-
man Samantha Patllitto said. “I 
haven’t seen my parents in a few 
weeks so it’s going to be really 
great to see them. Also, I get to 
sing at family weekend with the 
Rider Vibes so that’s going to be 
a lot of fun as well.”
 The crowning of the 
Cranberry King and Queen is a 
deep-rooted tradition for Rider.
 “[Former] President 
Andrew J. Rider was also an 
agriculturalist who became one 
of the largest cranberry growers 
in New Jersey, earning recogni-
tion as the ‘Cranberry King,’” 
Provost and Vice President 
for Academic Affairs Donald 
Steven said. “Rider University’s 

colors, cranberry and white, are 
in recognition of this aspect of 
President Rider’s career.”
 The weekend includes 
several different celebrations 
including the Leadership 
Development Program’s (LDP) 
induction ceremony and the 
Founder’s Day Program, which  
will celebrate some of Rider’s 
standout achievers. 
 The program teaches lead-
ership through academic and 
experiential learning. LDP stu-
dents graduate with a certificate 
in leadership after fulfilling the 
requirements of the program. 
The LDP will induct 50 new 
members who were accept-
ed into the program during 
the spring and fall semesters. 
The ceremony will mark the 
first year that students from 
Westminster will be inducted 
into the program, according to 
Laura Seplaki, director of LDP.
 “We are proud to state that 
business, liberal arts, education, 
science and the arts are all rep-
resented within our member-
ship,” Seplaki said. “This year’s 
inductees have already made 
significant leadership contribu-
tions to both their communi-
ties at home and Rider, and we 
are looking forward to helping 
them hone their skills.”
 Sophomore Keira Aukamp 
is one of the new members.
 “[LDP is] a unique experi-
ence where I can gain leader-
ship and community service 
experience,” Aukamp said. 
 The Founder’s Day 
Program honors the top 1 
percent of seniors, juniors 
and sophomores from each 
of Rider’s six academic col-
leges (the College of Business 

Administration; the College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences; 
the College of Education; the 
College of Continuing Studies; 
Westminster Choir College 
and the School of Fine and 
Performing Arts) as Andrew J. 
Rider Scholars.
 The award, based competi-
tively on students’ grade point 
averages, is one of the highest 
academic honors a student can 
achieve while an undergraduate 
at Rider University.
 First established in 1975, 
the Andrew J. Rider Awards 
Ceremony has taken place 
every year since. This year, 61 
students will be honored at 
the ceremony at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday. Joel Phillips, profes-
sor of composition and music 
theory, will give the faculty 
address and Carolynne Lewis-
Arévalo, a senior psychology 
major, will present the student 
address. 
 One of the scholars, junior 
Kelly Sandefur, is honored to be 
recognized at the ceremony.
 “Being recognized during 
the Founder’s Day ceremony 
is a great honor and one that 
I will cherish,” Sandefur said. 
“With the support of family 
and friends I have been able to 
balance the demands of being a 
student athlete and this week-
end I get to reap the benefits of 
such an accomplishment.”

Weekend to bring families 
together with campus events
By Benjamin Smith
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Students had the opportunity to meet prospective employers 
from 75 companies at Rider’s Career Fair on Thursday in the 
Cavalla Room. It featured full-time and part-time employment, 
internships, co-ops, externships and summer opportunities.

Photos by Nate LaBrusciano/The Rider News


Family Weekend Events
Friday, Nov. 4
Westminster Schola Cantorum Open 
Rehearsal, Bristol Chapel (Princeton 
Campus), 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Rider University Chorale Open 
Rehearsal, Gill Chapel (Lawrenceville 
Campus), 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Westminster Chapel Choir Open Rehearsal, 
Playhouse (Princeton Campus), 1:10 to 2 p.m.

American Repertory Ballet Lecture and 
Performance, Bart Luedeke Center 
Theater (Lawrenceville Campus), 7 p.m.

Ice Hockey vs. The College of New 
Jersey, Loucks Ice Center (The 
Lawrenceville School), 9 p.m.

Bronc Bingo, Daly Dining Hall 
(Lawrenceville Campus), 9 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 5
Family Welcome Continental Breakfast, 
Student Recreation Center Lobby 
(Lawrenceville Campus), Thayer Lounge 
(Princeton Campus), 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Rider and Westminster Legacy Family 
Breakfast, Mercer Room, Daly Dining Hall 
(Lawrenceville Campus), 9 to 10:30 a.m.

Leadership Development Program 
Induction Ceremony, Bart Luedeke Center 
Theater (Lawrenceville Campus), 9 a.m.

Bronc Band Performance, Outside of Student 
Recreation Center, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Founder’s Day Program, Bart Luedeke Center 
Theater (Lawrenceville Campus), 11 a.m.

Voice Master Class, Bristol Chapel 
(Princeton Campus), 1 p.m.

Piano Master Class, Williamson Hall 
(Princeton Campus), 2 p.m.

Cranberry King & Queen Competition, 
BLC Theater, Bart Luedeke Center 
(Lawrenceville Campus), 2 p.m.

Rider University Chorale Performance, Gill 
Chapel (Lawrenceville Campus), 2 p.m.

Faculty/Student Showcase, Bristol 
Chapel (Princeton Campus), 3 p.m.

Men’s Basketball Exhibition Game 
vs. East Stroudsburg, Alumni Gym 

(Lawrenceville Campus), 4 p.m.

Catholic Mass, Gill Memorial Chapel 
(Lawrenceville Campus), 4 p.m.

Westminster Chapel Choir Concert, 
Richardson Auditorium (Princeton 
University Campus), 7:30 p.m.

“The Wedding Singer” Scenes, Yvonne 
Theater (Lawrenceville Campus), 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 6
Women’s Basketball Exhibition Game 
vs. West Chester • Alumni Gym 
(Lawrenceville Campus), 2 p.m.

Faculty Recital Series: Phyllis Alpert 
Lehrer and Friends, Bristol Chapel 
(Princeton Campus) 2 p.m.



 George Nick sees the world as if it were really 
made of oil-based paint.
 His artwork can be found in some of the nation’s 
most popular museums, including the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York, the Museum of Fine 
Arts in Boston, and the Hirschhorn Museum and the 
Corcoran Gallery of Art, both in Washington, D.C. 
 Rider University’s Art Gallery can now be added 
to the list as Nick opened the exhibition “The Upside 
Down Wind” on Thursday. Art Gallery director and 
Rider professor Dr. Harry Naar expressed his excite-
ment over having such an esteemed artist visit and 
display his work at Rider. 
 “George Nick is a fabulous artist who is willing to 
paint everything the world offers,” Naar said.
 When looking for artists, Naar said he seeks to find 
those who will be a real-life example of what is taught 
in the classroom. To him, Nick fits the mold. He is 
willing to paint anything to the best of his ability. His 
oil-based paintings cross platforms, varying from inte-
rior, exterior and still-life views.
 “It is very important for the students to not only 
see the real-life examples of what they’re taught,” Naar 
said. “But also a variety of artists with different styles.”
 Students and visitors will be able to see Nick’s 
exhibition until Dec. 11, with paintings ranging from 
his early career to recent ones.
 Nick chose the title of his exhibition, “The Upside 
Down Wind,” after a Bob Dylan song. He associates 
the title with the beginning of his lifelong career in 
painting.
 “I think of my painting like the title of this song 
because I never got any professional lessons in draw-
ing and I always just felt out of it,” Nick said. “While 
learning, it was the beginning of abstract expression-
ism, so I was really just doing my own thing.”
 As a Rochester, N.Y., native, Nick did not start his 
post-graduate school life as an artist.
 He first attended the University of Rochester, 
where he studied physics, and he was drafted into 
the Army soon after graduating. After seeing his first 
museum in Washington, D.C., where he was stationed, 
however, Nick became convinced that he needed to 
become an artist. After his stint in the Army, Nick 
attended Cleveland Institute of the Art, thus beginning 

his era as a struggling artist.
 He attended three more art schools after Cleveland, 
including Yale. Nick soon recognized his deep passion 
in teaching the arts, which pushed him to begin a 
career as a college professor along with painting.
 Luckily, Nick is no longer a struggling artist, but 
rather an experienced professional with endless creativ-
ity.
 Whether or not he was inexperienced in the 
beginning of his career is irrelevant now, after the 
level of success he has achieved throughout his life 
through training with esteemed artists such as Edward 
Dickinson. He says working with Dickinson helped 
him acquire many ideas and allowed him to get closer 
to what he truly loves — painting.
 Though he is now a retired professor, Nick reflects 
on the many years he spent sharing his talents with stu-
dents, referring to them as some of the most rewarding 
years of his life.
 “I really liked [the students’] enthusiasm, inno-
cence and seeing the fun they had while learning,” 
Nick said.

 Naar looks forward to sharing the story of Nick’s 
work with students and guests, as the two worked 
together to create an exhibit that would be both edu-
cational and inspirational.
 “You can see the change from his early work until 
now,” Naar said. “The earlier paintings are more rigid, 
whereas his more experienced work shows more free-
dom in strokes and style.”
 Nick is also excited for students to see the work 
from all different time periods of his life.
 At 80 years old, Nick says he is still painting his 
way to a conclusion.
 “I don’t know if I realized it yet, but I’m getting 
close,” Nick said.
 However his story ends, though, students will be 
able to study Nick’s work and take away knowledge 
from a respected artist devoted to his career.
 “Whether it’s liked or disliked, I’m looking for-
ward to my work being seen,” Nick said. “Otherwise it 
just stays in the basement.”
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The Upside Down Wind whirls into the gallery

Photos by Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Street scenes are a favorite of Nick’s, which can be seen in his painting, Sentinel. Nick works out of the back 
of his van, painting everyday items and places exactly as he sees them.

By Laura Staples

Nick’s adoration for bright colors is exhibited in his 1973 paint-
ing, 318 Harvard St., Cambridge.

Natural light and shadows are displayed in Tribute to Shostakovich’s 75th Symphony.

Nick also paints different modes of transportation, such as in Fiesler Storch and BMW.



 
 

 
 

 Hearts and minds were brought to a 
sense of sympathy and compassion this 
past weekend as Rider’s Theater depart-
ment, under the direction of Professor 
Trent Blanton, presented Moisés 
Kaufman’s The Laramie Project, a story of 
a precious life lost.
 The Laramie Project is a very poi-
gnant, powerful play. The story is based 
on 200 interviews with citizens, friends, 
family, clergymen and the policemen of 
Laramie, Wyo., who worked on the case. 
The interviews were all conducted a year 
after the shocking murder of Matthew 
Shepard. 
 Shepard was an openly gay young 
man who one day went to a bar, where 
he met and asked for a ride from locals 
Russell Arthur Henderson and Aaron 
James McKinney. The men proceeded to 
drive Shepard to a remote location, tie 
him to a fence, beat him mercilessly and 
leave him to die. 
 Shepard was found 18 hours later 
by Aaron Kreifels, a boy riding his bike 
past the scene. At the time Shepard was 
barely breathing and was suffering from a 
plethora of problems, including an injury 
to the brain stem. 
 He never regained consciousness 
from a coma and was pronounced 

dead on Oct. 12, 1998, at 12:53 a.m. 
Henderson pleaded guilty to kidnapping 
and murder and agreed to testify against 
McKinney. 
 A mere eight actors portrayed 64 
characters involved directly or indirectly 
with the Shepard case. Women played 
some male parts, yet the performances 
were extremely believable because the 
story is so captivating. 
 “There were so many amazing 
aspects of being in this show,” sophomore 

cast member Shana Goodman said. “It 
was so much fun finding all these dif-
ferent characters because they are all so 
unique. It was challenging to go from 
playing a college student to playing a 
grandmother, but the more we practiced 
the easier it became to transform our-
selves.”
 The Laramie Project explained how 
Laramie as a community was affected by 
the murder and how the townspeople 
reacted to both sides of this tragic event. 

It also brilliantly showed how something 
positive could come out of something so 
heinous. It does much to shed light on 
the possibility that ignorant, homophobic 
minds can be changed. 
 Although the show is a heavy and 
moving piece, there were also funny and 
light moments that brought the audience 
momentarily out of the sadness of the 
circumstances.
 Perhaps audience members left with 
a more accepting outlook on people who 

are different. This is a play that makes 
people question how they treat others 
and is intended to inspire change. It is 
impossible not to feel the gradual, posi-
tive shift in perspective among Laramie’s 
citizens.
 “There’s something magical about 
the show,” senior cast member Timothy 
Joya said. “It has a beautiful message and 
the cast really took it upon themselves to 
tell the story simply and truthfully as an 
ensemble.”
 The cast did a wonderful job of 
demonstrating how, through one horrible 
incident, the people of this town were 
divided yet ultimately brought closer 
together. Shepard’s case impacted many.  
 For instance, the doctor who treated 
him after the beating originally did not 
agree with his life choices, but through 
interaction with the family he realized 
that despite his own personal beliefs, 
Shepard was a son, a friend to many and, 
most importantly, a human being.
 “Everyone in Laramie had their 
own point of view about the tragedy,” 
Goodman said. “It forced the whole cast 
to look at the situation through a bunch 
of different perspectives.”
 The audience was presented with 
many of the townspeople’s frames of 
reference without being biased toward 
any viewpoint. The cast was able to con-
vey the pain and heartache of both the 
Shepard family as well as the family of 

the accused. 
 “The audience is able to get a 
glimpse of all of the reactions to the 
event from all of the types of people who 
lived in Laramie at the time,” senior cast 
member Kelcie Kosberg said. “It’s infor-
mative without being ‘preachy’.”
 The play is composed of findings 
collected during a year-long journey 
made by members of the Tectonic 
Theater Project, a performing arts com-
pany founded in 1991 by Kaufman. 
Conversation jumped back and forth 
between characters and storylines, which made it necessary for the audience to pay 

close attention to detail. 
 Set design was purposely kept dis-
crete and minimal as the original play 
called for. The audience had to use its 
imagination for the parts that were not 
filled in by scenery. 
 The only props that were used were 
eight metal chairs and a table. This 
allowed for less distraction and caused 
the show to become more introspective 
and personal. Audience members actually 
began to feel like they were in the town 
of Laramie experiencing everything for 
themselves. 
 “I think it is important for the actors 
on stage to tell the story of Matthew 
Shepard and let the audience draw their 
own messages about the play,” junior cast 
member Christopher Bober said.
 Only minimal costume changes were 
necessary, yet the audience believed that 

these eight actors were able to morph 
into each of the 64 characters throughout 
the performance.
 The Laramie Project instills in its 
audiences a sense of hope that there is 
still good in the world and reassures soci-
ety that the arts have not completely lost 
a sense of meaning. 
 “I can honestly say this experience 
has been life-changing,” senior cast mem-
ber Jillian Carucci said. “For all of us 
involved, this experience holds a really 
special place in our hearts.”
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Senior Tim Joya and sophomore Shana Goodman tell the tale of the heart-breaking murder of Matthew Shepard.

FILM REVIEW

By Alicia Abruzzese

By Melissa Lindley

By Lisa Henderson
hendersonl@theridernews.com

Acceptance acquiesced and hearts humbled in The Laramie Project

 Despite the chilly weather and 
reports of impending snow, the Jersey 
Shore heated up at Asbury Park’s 
Convention Hall on Oct. 28. 
 People of all ages packed the board-
walk, restaurants and bars, donning 
hoodies and even the occasional costume 
for the upcoming Halloween festivities. 
The occasion? An intimate evening of 
obscure deep cuts and fan favorites per-
formed by the Pixies.
 The Pixies began the second leg of 
their tour at The Wellmont Theatre in 
Montclair the previous night for the 20th 
anniversary of their critically acclaimed 
album Doolittle.
 Surfer Blood, the Pixies’ opening 
band, came onstage at 8 p.m., having 
released their newest EP, Tarot Classics, 
just three days before. The quartet, 
originally from West Palm Beach, Fla., 
came armed with newly released mate-
rial, including the appropriately themed 
“Blair Witch.” 
 The majority of Surfer Blood’s 
12-song set composed of tracks from 
their 2010 album, Astro Coast. They 
concluded their performance with their 
signature hit “Swim.”
 As the Pixies took the stage at 9:15 
p.m., the projectors hanging began to 
play film clips from old thrillers and art 
films, resulting in a smooth collaboration 
between Halloween weekend and the sur-
realistic themes woven throughout the 

album that was about to be performed.
 The set opened with “Dancing the 
Manta Ray” and “Weird at My School,” 
accompanied by other B-side songs that 
had never been played to a live audience 
before that concert. 
 Without missing a beat, the band 
launched into “Debaser,” a fan favorite 
and the opening track to Doolittle.
 An eruption of voices from faithful 
fans was heard throughout the venue, 
with cued singing and fist pumps for 
every verse and chorus. The band contin-
ued, barreling through well-known tracks 
such as “Wave Of Mutilation” and “Here 
Comes Your Man.” 
 Even with each band member being 
in either his or her late ’40s or early ’50s, 
the band still performed with the same 
energy and vigor they had when they 
formed in 1986. 
 “Somebody’s gonna have to get up 
and flip the record,” bassist Kim Deal 
joked, alluding to the older fans who 
remember listening to the Pixies with 
headphones and turntables. 
 The band immediately began what 
would have been the second side on 
vinyl, with a tight version of “Monkey 
Gone To Heaven.” Fans responded posi-
tively to songs like “Hey,” which featured 
scrawled out pictures and lyrics on the 
screen.
 Frontman Black Francis then gave 
the drummer, David Lovering, a portion 
of the spotlight by letting him perform 
the lead vocals on “La La Love You.”
 After concluding the set list, the 
stage turned black as the band left before 

their first encore. They returned several 
minutes later, rewarding the hungry 
audience with a stripped down rendi-
tion of “Wave of Mutilation,” commonly 
referred to by fans as the “U.K. Surf ver-
sion.” They finished the first encore with 
“Into the White,” and even returned for 
a second encore, ending with “Where Is 
My Mind.”
 Despite the band’s long period of 
inactivity, they still managed to sound 
just as they did during the height of their 
success in the ’80s. No key changes to fit 
aging vocal chords or struggles to reach 
high notes appeared to be necessary dur-
ing the concert, adding to the band’s 
authenticity. The fans had no complaints, 
singing along word for word and showing 

no shame in dancing or head banging.
 While most groups show their age 
with a rehash of set lists and scripted 
conversation with the audience, the 
Pixies are unique. Treating loyal fans with 
deleted songs and a full album is unusu-
al, and a nice gift to those who continued 
to support the band even after they dis-
banded.
 Although there have been no plans 
for the Pixies to release new material at 
this time, the performance showed that 
they are still seen as alternative rock icons 
with endless amounts of potential as 
musicians in the future.

CONCERT REVIEW

The Pixies powerfully re-appearGood luck gamers, the future lies in the past
 
 
 

 If the phrase “Its’a me, Mario!” was 
a staple during the course of your child-
hood, you may be missing the 1990s a 
bit. 
 For most people our age, the chubby 
Italian plumber became a household 
name early on, a name that when men-
tioned conjures some of the best memo-
ries.
 Characters that may rouse similar 
feelings include Link from the “Legend 
of Zelda” series, Sega’s Sonic the super-
quick Hedgehog, Tidus of “Final 
Fantasy,” Samus Aran from “Metroid” 
and Sub-Zero of “Mortal Kombat.”
 Since the passing of days spent 
shooting a plastic gun at a wild flock 
of birds only to have a pesky dog laugh 
hysterically at your failure, the face of 
video-gaming has evolved considerably. 
But why? What exactly has changed?
 This question can be addressed in a 
number of ways. For starters, society has 
certainly changed us as gamers. We are 
now so desensitized to gore and violence 
that a game just won’t sell unless it’s 
flooded with blood.
 Of course the idea of violence in 
video games is not a new concept by 
any means, but graphics have become 
so much more realistic in the games 
of today and the violence much more 
human-like.
 “Right now I play ‘Madden 2012,’ 
the ‘Call of Duty’ games, and fighting 
games like ‘Dragonball Z Tenkaichi,’ 
‘Mortal Kombat’ and ‘Soul Calibur,’” 

senior Mickey Martin said. “I do feel that 
video games have changed a lot since the 
’90s. The storylines have become more 
real and the graphics have improved 100-
fold.”
 The Playstation console, released 
in America in 1995, was among our 
first looks at a higher caliber of graph-
ics. We took a step back from the 
one-dimensional feel of the Nintendo 
Entertainment System and the Gameboy 
that we’d grown accustomed to and were 
introduced to new and exciting charac-
ters with even more human-like manner-
isms. 
 Crash Bandicoot, the blue-jean 
wielding wombat, was quickly considered 
competition for characters like Super 
Mario and Sonic the Hedgehog. He was 
agile, tough and interesting to watch.
 It wasn’t until the release of the 
Nintendo 64 console that Mario, who is 
often revered as the most popular video 
game character of all time, made a come-
back into the digital era. He appeared in 
bright colors with a 2D, almost 3D feel 
in “Super Mario 64,” the console’s first 
release. 
 “The Legend of Zelda: Ocarina of 
Time” wasn’t released until 1998, yet 
quickly rose to fame. It has been rated 
the Most Popular Nintendo 64 Game by 
Gamespot.com and number one on the 
“Top 25 N64 Games of All Time” list by 
the Imagine Games Network.
 “‘Ocarina of Time’ is a classic,” 
senior Brittany Phillips said. “It had a 
variety of different elements of game play 
and it was unique. Now, I play ‘Gears of 
War’ and other games that are generally 

all about action.”
 Popularity in video gaming has 
shifted from more fantasy-oriented games 
to first-person shooter games. “Halo,” a 
series created for the Xbox console and a 
largely successful franchise, has become 
so popular in recent years that its mil-
lions of fans world-wide are referred to as 
members of the “Halo Nation.” 
 “Call of Duty,” a shooter game 
released in 2003 for just about every 
console available, is a game based on the 
premise of World War II and later the 
Cold War that has also received much 
praise. 
 “My favorite games are ‘Left 4 Dead’ 
and ‘Left 4 Dead 2,’” senior Rachel 
Montisano said. “The graphics are great. 
I love killing zombies and you actually 
get to be the zombies, too. There are 
different missions on every level but the 
general idea is to complete tasks and get 
to the rescue vehicle with all of the survi-
vors.”
 Released in 2008, the “Left 4 Dead” 
series follows in the footsteps of the first-
person shooter format.
 Not unlike much of today’s 
American entertainment, Nintendo has 
decided to re-release a good amount of 
its most popular old-school games in 
3D format for their newest console, the 
Nintendo 3DS. Among those re-released 
are “The Legend of Zelda: Ocarina of 
Time,” “Super Mario 64” and “Starfox 
64.” 
 “I think that if Nintendo is releas-
ing the same games in 3D then you 
could call it a cop-out,” sophomore Evan 
Hawthorne said. “But Nintendo hasn’t 

put anything out in a long time, so I 
have no idea what they would bring out 
anyway.”
 Are these 3D re-releases the product 
of a lack of creativity? Is Nintendo stall-
ing for time and taking the easy way out? 
It’s up to you to make the call.
 Our generation was certainly lucky 
to be exposed to the gaming phenom-
enons of the 1990s and early-to-mid 
2000s, but it’s quite possible that those 
days full of innovative new ideas may be 
reaching their conclusion. Hopefully that 
is not the case and the glorious days of 
our childhood years will come full-circle.
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The Pixies performance tantalized the crowd and the smoke, lights and the band’s 
stage presence made the night one to remember. 

Junior Madeline Calandrillo has the other cast members watching in quiet awe.

Eyes shut with emotion, Senior Christo-
pher Bober plays a Laramie townsper-
son and laments Shepard’s tale.

The hero of the Zelda series, Link, 
lifts the Sword of Time from the stone, 
speeding up time and sealing his fate as 
the land of Hyrule’s future savior.



The feeling you have when finally graduating from col-
lege and taking that diploma in your hand is one of joy 
and great accomplishment, yet this “graduation high” is 

quickly overshadowed when your first student loan bill arrives.
 On Oct. 26, President Barack Obama announced his new 
student loan plan. According to reports about the plan by the 
Associated Press (AP), the debt caused by student loans has 
passed $1 trillion and is still rising. Sixty-five percent of private 
university undergraduate students graduate with an average of 
$28,000 in student loans. However, over the past three years, 
Rider students have graduated with over $35,000 in loans. 
Obama, saying that he was once in the same boat as college grads 
with loans to pay off and not enough money to do so, has come 
up with his plan to try to make our loans easier to deal with. 
 But so far, it’s unclear if the plan will really help us take 
on our impending loan debt, and students should read all the 
fine print before getting too excited about the plan’s details. 
Furthermore, those with student loans need to make sure they 
know all of their options when it comes to paying them off.
 One part of Obama’s proposal goes into effect in 2012. 
People can limit their monthly payments to just 10 percent of 
their disposable income, down from the original 15 percent. In 
economic times like these, a break like this will be well received. 
However, according to AP reports, this part of the plan applies to 
students who have not only taken out a loan since 2008, but will 
also be taking out a loan in 2012 or later. So, anyone graduating 
in May will finally be done with filing the endless amount of 
loan paperwork, but won’t benefit from the payment caps. 
 Another part of the plan says that any outstanding balances 
of a student loan will be forgiven after 20 years, instead of 25 
years, as it stands now. However, one relatively unknown part 
of this strategy is that loans can be forgiven after as little as 10 
years. According to Federal Student Aid (FSA), a branch of the 
United States Department of Education, loans are broken down 
into 120 payments. So if you make a payment every month for 
10 years, that makes up your 120 payments. But, loan payments 
don’t have to be consecutive. With Obama’s proposal, if, at the 
end of 20 years, there is still a balance left, it will be forgiven.
 However, in order to qualify for the loan forgiveness, stu-
dents have to meet certain requirements. Each borrower has 
to enroll in an Income-Based Repayment Program. Using the 
factors of family size and annual income, FSA will calculate a 
reasonable amount to pay each month. When you make 120 
payments of that amount, consecutively or not, you’re golden.
 One issue to keep in mind is what loans this plan would 
apply to. Under Obama’s plan, only federal loans will qualify 
for consolidation or forgiveness. Because private lenders, such 
as banks, organizations and other non-government groups fund 
private loans, they have different rules than federal loans. 
 Unfortunately, there is a limit to how much one student can 
receive as a federal loan based on how many credits he or she 
has. Many turn to private loans, which also tend to have higher 
interest rates. According to the AP report, students would have 
no extra help in paying off any private loans. 
 So far, only the portion of the plan capping monthly pay-
ments has been approved. The rest is still being decided on, and 
since Obama has met resistance from Republicans in Congress 
who oppose any new spending, it’s unclear how much of the 
plan will be approved. 
 The current unemployment rate in the U.S. is 9.1 per-
cent. When students graduate, that number will become a lot 
more real, and they will have to face paying off their loans. But 
depending on how loans are funded, either federally or privately, 
there are different repayment programs to consider. FSA, banks 
and other government lenders will establish payment plans for 
any borrower who asks. For more help, students should be able 
to also go to Rider’s financial aid office to get more information 
on a repayment plan. But there is no right strategy, and college 
grads should also do their own research to find the plan that will 
help them pay off their loans the best way possible.
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Editorial

Student loan plan 
still undeveloped
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This weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion 
of The Rider News. This week’s editorial was writ-
ten by the Opinion Editor, Angelique Lee.

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to the editor 
from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s telephone number 
and e-mail address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks on individuals or groups 
are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters  to the editor for length, clarity, accuracy, gram-
mar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste and civility. Brevity is encouraged. All 
decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, which may reject any letter. Send to The 
Rider News via e-mail (ridernews@rider.edu), campus mail, or hand deliver to Ridge House. All 
letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding publication.

 When you think back to your childhood, you are flooded with memories of broken crayons and 
coloring outside the lines of your favorite Disney princess or superhero; today, kids have a new friend 
to color and his name is Talisman Terry, the friendly frack-o-saurus. 
 Talisman Terry drills wells 5,000 feet below the earth’s surface to obtain natural gas that was once 
unreachable, using a method called hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking” for short. Late night televi-
sion host Stephen Colbert took a look at the coloring book and said, “A rainbow that was trapped 
underground that fracking set free, unless, that’s not a rainbow, but a geyser of highly flammable 
neurotoxins.” 
 According to Hydraulicfracturing.com, fracking uses high-pressure fluid containing a mixture of 
water, sand and over 600 harmful chemicals to break the shale formation to release pockets of natu-
ral gas. The argument for fracking is that it is cheap and will help our economy, but it’s not all it is 
“fracked” up to be. 
 Over the past five years, wells began to sprout all across the Marcellus Shale, which spans beneath 
New York, Pennsylvania and West Virginia, and problems began to arise quickly. The website went on 
to explain that the water that returns to the surface after fracking contains harmful chemicals traced 
back to the fluid such as formaldehyde, kerosene and ammonia as well as radium and uranium, which 
are brought up from deep below the surface. 
 The Hatfield Municipal Sewer Authority treated up to 90,000 gallons of wastewater that was 
then released back into rivers and streams. The authority is located just 30 miles west of Rider, which 
means that the water they release has the potential to end up here on campus. Water can also become 
contaminated by fracking fluid that either spills or leaks into the soil or nearby water sources. In some 
cases, fracking has caused methane to be released from deep underground, which rises to the ground-
water supply, causing tap water to be flammable, as seen in the film Gasland, by Josh Fox. 
 The Delaware River Basin, which provides water for 15.6 million people including those in 
Mercer County, is at risk of being fracked. On Nov. 21 in Trenton, Governor Christie, along with 
the governors of New York and Pennsylvania, will vote to either allow fracking on the Delaware River 
Basin or ban it.  
 This is an opportunity for Rider students and faculty to come together and fight for something 
that affects us all. We have the right to clean, chemical-free water and those rights shouldn’t be 
fractured along with the Marcellus Shale. Since public opinion will not be heard prior to the vote, 
strength in numbers at the rally stands important. 
 If you are interested in joining your fellow students, you can get more information by contacting 
Sustainability Manager Melissa Greenberg or any Rider Eco-reps. Or visit http://savethedelaware.
wordpress.com/ for the time, location and other details of the rally. 

- Danielle Campanella
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

Eco-Rep Green Corner

Local fracking starts to take its toll
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November 1, 1952 — The U.S. tests its first H-bomb.

This Week iN hisTory ...

This Week’s Birthdays
November 4, 1969 -  P. Diddy, 42
November 6, 1988 -  Emma Stone, 23
November 8, 1975 - Tara Reid, 36
November 9, 1978 - Sisqo, 33
November 10, 1956 - Sinbad, 55
November 10, 1986 - Josh Peck, 25

 Whether you got it from trick-or-treating, the store or your 
parents’ leftover Halloween candy bowls, you’ve definitely been 
around more candy in the past week than you have all year.
 When it comes to Halloween, I am never going to grow up. 
Just because we are college students and “young adults” doesn’t 
mean we’re not allowed to go trick-or-treating. My love for getting 
free candy from strangers will never change.
 There’s nothing wrong with eating some candy on Halloween, 
but eating too much is never good. Unfortunately, young adults 
don’t have the metabolism of a 10-year-old child anymore. There’s 
no way you can eat candy for every meal in the day and not feel 
some sort of guilt.
 In order to stop the gluttonous, candy-eating habits from 
starting, it’s best to get rid of the cause of the problem before it’s 
too late: Say goodbye to your candy. 
 If you aren’t going to eat all of your Halloween candy, don’t 
throw it out. There are many different healthy alternatives to mak-
ing your candy disappear without wasting it. 
 You can donate your candy to various organizations, such as 
Operation Gratitude, which allows you to send care packages to 
deployed U.S. service members. It is also always nice if you draw a 
picture or write a letter of thanks to the soldiers, and all you have 
to do is pay for shipping for your package. It’s also recommended 
to put the chocolate in plastic bags, just in case it melts.
  Not only is this a great cause, but you can also get some extra 
cash by selling your candy. Dentists across the country are team-
ing up with Operation Gratitude to buy back candy from children 
to send to troops overseas. You will be given $1 for every pound 
of candy you donate. This is basically the same thing as using 
Cash4Gold, except instead of trading in old jewelry for cash, you 
would be trading in your Halloween candy.
 Unfortunately, the candy “buy back” is only available for 
children under the age of 16. If you have a younger brother or 
sister, you should accompany them to a candy collection event. If 
your brother or sister is nice, maybe they will give you the profits 
earned from the buy back. There are 11 dentist offices within 15 
miles of Rider that are affiliated with the candy “buy back,” so you 
shouldn’t have a problem finding a place to trade in your candy.
 This is just one example of an organization that allows you to 
donate your extra Halloween candy. Other places taking donations 
are nearby hospitals, churches, synagogues, nursing homes, food 
pantries and pediatric wards. Take your pick.
 Besides donating your candy, you can get creative with it. One 
interesting way to reuse your Halloween candy is to use it to make 
a gingerbread house. You can also throw some extra Reese’s Cups 
or M&Ms on top of cookies or a cake. You can eat what you made 
or give some to your friends and family.
 If you really want to get creative, you can make a bouquet with 
your leftover candy and give it to a friend, or hang it up in your 
dorm room. Another option is making a centerpiece for your din-
ner table at Thanksgiving.
 There are so many possibilities; the list goes on and on. It 
would be very upsetting to see Halloween candy wasted when 
there are so many different ways to use it — besides simply eating 
it.

-Paige McAtee
Junior journalism major

Health and Fitness

Extra Halloween candy 
can come in handy

 Imagine my surprise when I discovered that Lupe Fiasco would be appearing in concert at Rider 
University. Blame my past experiences at community college, but the idea of a school paying for a 
celebrity to entertain its students was kind of mind-blowing.
 While excited at the prospect of seeing Fiasco live, I’ve never been to one of his shows. 
Nevertheless, his music had a profound effect on me as a teenager.
 In my high school years, I was made aware of a certain stereotype about myself that I was break-
ing: I was a young, black kid who had a preference for rock music rather than rap music, which was 
apparently a genre I was supposed to enjoy because of the color of my skin. I became increasingly 
hostile toward it as I was exposed to hip-hop culture through the music videos my brothers watched 
at home. Hearing male rappers rap about how “gangsta” they were, seeing women portrayed as sex 
objects meant solely for voyeuristic pleasure and the constant glorification of violence caused me to 
become disenfranchised from the whole “rap game.” I recognized that there were exceptions, but from 
what I could see, the state of hip-hop looked dire. 
 Around my senior year of high school my brother, of all people, introduced me to Fiasco’s 2006 
premiere album, Food & Liquor. Prior to this, my only real exposure to this hip-hop artist was a music 
video that played at the department store where I worked. While I thought the song “Kick, Push” was 
catchy and somewhat interesting in its focus on skateboarding deviants, I paid no real attention to it. 
It wasn’t until hearing the actual album that I came to appreciate Fiasco’s talents.
 Fiasco’s emphasis on intelligent lyrical content and smooth melodies created a stark contrast to 
the harsh, dirty nature of mainstream hip-hop, trading in juvenile boasts for methodical idealism. 
Even when he turns to traditional rap subjects, such as in “I Gotcha,” his boasts are playful and con-
tain clever wordplay, while playing over a stylish, jazzy beat. What I understood the most from Food & 
Liquor was Fiasco’s political leanings, a side of him featured prominently in his second studio album, 
The Cool. A concept album featuring a darker tone than the optimistic Food & Liquor, it criticizes 
the state of modern hip-hop as well as turning its gaze on American politics. It’s a level of intelligence 
that sadly is too rare in the rap industry.
 But Fiasco’s contributions to broadening my view on music doesn’t lie squarely in his own work; 
his music has opened my eyes to artists that are not found on the radio, such as The Roots, Common 
and Talib Kweli. Once I heard what hip-hop had the potential to be, I had to listen to more, and now 
most of my iPod is filled with multiple rap artists from a variety of genres.
 I realize that this article comes off a bit clichéd, as I’m sure everyone has had that moment when 
some pop idol spoke to them through their music and changed their life forever. As done to death as 
that statement may be, it still remains true that Lupe Fiasco holds a special place in my heart. 

-Chris Exantus
Junior English major, Film Studies minor

Transfer Thoughts

Fiasco raps past musical stereotypes

 Leadership, to me, is defined as the ability to guide or direct a group. Some people believe that 
you can be a born leader; however, this is not the case. Leadership is something that must be worked 
on throughout your lifetime to be achieved. 
 Being a leader on Rider’s campus is not a hard task to accomplish. If you really want to become 
one, there are many opportunities to do so, such as joining a club or participating in a workshop. 
Not only is it a life-changing experience, but it is also a valuable quality to possess.  
 Despite this, it seems as though minorities are rarely holding leadership positions.  
As a Guatemalan student, I find this observation to be quite upsetting since we have so much to offer 
to the Rider community. Minorities are quickly breaking their minority status at Rider University. 
We have a very diverse group of minorities that range from Asian, Latino, African American and 
many more, who also have an expansive opportunity to become leaders on campus.
 Interacting with many minority clubs on campus, it is a simple task to name all the minority 
students who actually hold a leadership position, considering that there aren’t that many. 
 Most of these students who take the advantage of the opportunity hold multiple positions in 
different organizations and clubs. However, I believe that there should be more minority students 
participating as leaders on campus.
 After so many years of being seen as incapable of accomplishing things, this is our time to show 
our ancestors that their blood and tears were not shed in vain. We need to show the student body we 
have a lot to offer to Rider University. 
 It has come to my attention that many students in the minority community are scared to take 
action. There is no need to be scared of finding something beautiful within yourself that gives you a 
satisfying feeling. Leadership is a hard value to own, but once you acquire it, I can honestly say you 
will never look back.

- Walter Saravia
Sophomore secondary education and English major

Sophomore’s Critique

Minority students lack campus voice
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From manager to player; Noon walks on as a senior

  
 Many times in life, you 
find yourself presented with 
two choices. You can work 
hard and pursue your dreams 
through setting goals, or give 
up. For senior Kevin Noon, he 
chose the latter and has now 
seen his work ethic pay off.  
 Noon, a 6’1” guard, will 
be wearing number 12 for the 
Rider basketball team this year 
as a walk-on player, a process 
that is not always easy. 
 Noon was the team’s man-
ager prior to having a roster 
spot. His managerial duties 
included everything from mak-
ing sure the uniforms were 
ready for the team to helping 
clean up the court if it was 
dirty. 
 Part of what makes him 
special is his positive, never-
say-die attitude, according to 
the players and coaches around 
him.
 Jeff Jones, a senior trans-
fer from Virginia, had positive 
things to say about Noon. 
 “He is a hard worker,” Jones 
said. “I’ve always seen him work 
hard, and I was a good friend to 
Kevin. I was doing him a favor 
to ask coach to get him on the 
team. He’s always in the gym 
early, he’s always in there late, 
so I saw how much of a hard 
worker he was, and I thought 
he would be a good addition to 
the team.”
 Coach Tommy Dempsey 
also had good things to say. 
 “He’s an energy guy, and 
I’m always looking to surround 
myself with the most positive 
people that I can,” Dempsey 
said. “I think as a walk-on, part 
of your job is to bring it every 
day, to be a real positive influ-

ence on the other guys on the 
team, on the younger guys, and 
setting a good example.  I think 
Kevin fits that mold well.”
 Noon’s passion for basket-
ball began very early in his 
childhood.
  “I’ve been playing bas-
ketball my whole life,” Noon 
said. “I lettered for three years 
at Cherry Hill High School 
West. In high school I was a 
role player. I did a little bit of 
everything. I’ve always loved 
the game, and I’ve always had a 
passion for it.”
 In his junior year of high 
school, Noon was awarded  the 
Albert J. Carino South Jersey 
Unsung Hero Award. The hon-
or is given annually to a South 
Jersey basketball player that 

demonstrates unending con-
tribution, dedication, unselfish 
attitude and tireless effort in 
support of his team and the 
game of basketball.
 “This is my most treasured 
award because the little things 
in basketball such as taking 
charges, being a leader and an 
energy guy are intangibles that 
don’t show up in the box score 
but make a big difference,” he 
said.
 This season, Noon, Jones 
and Dempsey are all optimistic 
about the team’s chances in a 
tough MAAC conference.
 “We have a good team, and 
we have a lot of talent,” Noon 
said. “Novar Gadson is going to 
be a senior, as well as Brandon 
Penn, so those three will proba-

bly handle our offense, and Jon 
Thompson will be our point 
guard. He’s a terrific passer; he 
has a good vision and knowl-
edge for the game.”
 Dempsey agreed with his 
newly minted walk-on.
 “I think we have a good 
team this year,” Dempsey said. 
“I expect us to play hard, and to 
continue on the tradition that 
we’re building here. I expect us 
to play good basketball, and to 
continue to be a winning pro-
gram.”
 Jones was also positive 
about this coming season, espe-
cially with the team’s potential.
 “I think we have a really 
good team,” Jones said. “We 
have a good chance to go far 
and also to make the NCAA 

tournament. We have a lot of 
talent. This year will be excit-
ing, with over 10 games on 
TV. I think it’s great for Coach 
Dempsey and Rider University’s 
basketball program.”
 Noon won’t be the first 
walk-on for the team in recent 
years. Kevin Hickman was one 
of the top walk-ons the pro-
gram has seen in years and was 
eventually named co-captain 
along with Jason Thompson.
 Freshman Emerson Bursis, 
a 6’5” forward, will also join 
Noon as a walk-on for the bas-
ketball team this year. Bursis is 
a freshman from Scotrun, Pa., 
and attended Pocono Mountain 
East High School. Dempsey got 
a chance to know Bursis as a 
person and a player. Dempsey 
also knew his high school 
coach, who praised Bursis as 
a player who has good energy 
and is a hard worker. It was all 
the qualities that Dempsey was 
looking for in a walk-on player.
 Walk-on players may not 
get the glory of scoring all the 
points, but being part of a team 
and contributing in any way 
possible is a rewarding experi-
ence. Noon understands the 
opportunity he has been given 
and is excited. 
 “The fact that the coach 
accepted me on the team as 
much as the players did was a 
real humbling experience, and 
I’m looking forward to it.”
 “My ultimate goal in the 
end is to coach college basket-
ball at the D1 level, so this is a 
great stepping stone and a great 
way to get involved.”
 For Noon, being a D1 ath-
lete seemed far from his reach, 
but because he kept his head up 
and worked hard, he is one step 
closer to attaining his goal.

By Benjamin Moy
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Kevin Noon has successfully joined the Rider Bronc basketball team as a senior walk-on. 

points. Current NEC player of 
the week, sophomore forward 
Patricia O’Dwyre, has amassed 
36 points (14 goals and eight 
assists) and ranks second on the 
team in scoring. 
 Quinnipiac clinched its 
playoff spot with a 5-2 vic-
tory over Sacred Heart. The 
Bobcats have won their last 
three conference games on the 
road to gain their playoff berth. 
Quinnipiac has a high-powered 
offense. The Bobcats had five 
players accumulate 20 or more 
points. Hussong knows the 
Broncs have a tough challenge 
ahead of them to repeat as NEC 
champions.
 “We know we have our 
work cut out and everyone is 
trying to beat us,” Hussong 
said. “Hopefully we will be at 
our best and play fearless and be 
successful defending our title.”

Brian Solomon/Rider University

Sophomore Sandra Penas, left, won NEC Offensive Player of the Year, head coach Lori Hussong, middle, won NEC Coach of the 
Year and senior Virginia Egusquiza won NEC Player of the Year, the third straight time she has earned the award.



 What a weekend it could 
be, or what a weekend it could 
have been. For the Rider sports 
scene, this weekend promises 
to be action-packed, excite-
ment-filled and easily the busi-
est and biggest of the academic 
year thus far.
 In Florida, the men’s soc-
cer team takes on number-
one seeded Fairfield today in 
the quarterfinals of the MAAC 
Tournament. And on campus, 
both the men’s and women’s 
basketball programs kick off 
their seasons with exhibition 
matchups.
 The spotlight, however, 
will shine on the history-
seeking field hockey team. 
The NEC Championship 
tournament begins today and 
Rider enters as an overwhelm-
ing favorite. The top-seeded 
Broncs are heavily favored to 
bring home their second con-
secutive conference title, and 
they get to do so on their home 
turf after winning the regular 
season.
 In other competition, vol-
leyball has a match away from 
home, swimming and div-
ing compete on the road, and 
remarkably, the weekend still 
could have been astronomically 
bigger.   
 Following an outstanding 
performance in non-confer-
ence action, the women’s soc-

cer team performed at a sub-
par level in league play. 
 The Broncs lived up to 
expectations by getting off to 
their best start in program his-
tory and a MAAC champion-
ship seemed in realistic reach, 
but Rider fell at the most criti-
cal juncture, ultimately missing 
the four-team championship.
 Regardless, the weekend is 
huge, but it could be awfully 
small if victories aren’t provid-
ed. The women’s soccer team 
has already lost its opportunity, 
and now the weekend’s poten-
tial rides largely on the best 
athletic team wearing Rider 
uniforms: Field hockey.
 “The three other teams 
in the championships are very 
tough opponents to match up 
against, and as we found out 
in past  championships, when 
it gets down to this stage of the 
season, anything can happen,” 
Head Coach Lori Hussong said. 
“We always approach  postsea-
son play as a new season and 
are very aware of the fact that 
if we are not at our best, our 
season will be over.”
 But when are they not? 
Saying Rider breezed through 
the regular season would be an 
understatement. The Broncs 
have broken down every NEC 
challenge thrown at them.
 Rider (17-1, 7-0 NEC) 
outscored conference oppo-
nents 36-3 and has won 23 
straight NEC regular season 
games, dating back to 2008. 

The Broncs demeanor is 
unflappable and their talent 
and skill are above and beyond 
the rest. Frankly, losing this 
weekend would be shocking, 
but it won’t be a thought head-
ing in.
 “We need to play our 
game of pressure and steal and 
continue to put the ball into 
the goal, early and as often as 
possible,” Hussong said. “Our 
defense will need to play tough 
as nails and keep the ball out of 
our defensive end.”
 If the team sticks to the 
game plan, Rider should be 
hoisting the championship tro-
phy and prolonging its memo-
rable season into the NCAA 
play-in contest.
 Compared to the domi-
nant field hockey unit, the 
men’s soccer team finds itself 
in a completely different posi-
tion. After hiring local legend 
Charlie Inverso as its new head 

coach, the Broncs became bet-
ter, but not by substantial mar-
gins.
 Rider won three games in 
its MAAC Schedule compared 
to one last season, but the 
most noticeable improvement 
was its 2-1 win over Canisius 
on Thursday in the prelimi-
nary round of the MAAC 
Championships.
  Now the Broncs get their 
shot against Fairfield, the con-
ference frontrunner. A victory 
and advancement to the semi-
finals may seem like a long 
shot, but Rider had the Stags 
beaten on Oct. 2 before letting 
a 2-1 lead slip late and eventu-
ally falling in overtime, 3-2.
 Rider will be a tough out 
and lack of effort will be a non-
issue.
 On to the next one: 
Basketball. Both the men’s and 
women’s squads tip off their 
years with Division II oppo-
nents. Head coach Tommy 
Dempsey’s crew squares off 
with East Stroudsburg shortly 
after the NEC title game on 
Saturday while the women’s 
team hosts West Chester on 
Sunday afternoon.
 The men should handle 
the Warriors with ease like they 
typically do in their D-II exhi-
bition games. The women play 
a Golden Rams team that took 
them to overtime last season 
before surrendering to Rider.
 Both programs have dif-
ferent outlooks on the year. 

The men’s team has hopes of 
a MAAC crown with another 
impressive roster. 
 “We have to continue to 
put a good team on the court 
every year,” Dempsey said. “If 
we’re going to be a top-tier pro-
gram, eventually we’re going to 
have to break through and get 
to the NCAA Tournament, but 
we’re just trying to focus on 
getting ourselves prepared to 
have another good season.” 
 The women are excited to 
begin the year and wipe the 
slate clean from a frustrating 
’10-’11 campaign in which 
they went 5-25 overall.
 “If we just forgot last 
year, then we may make the 
same mistakes again,” junior 
Carleigh Brown said. “Instead, 
we are learning from it and tak-
ing steps to become a different 
team. We have all of the past 
season’s players back and we are 
ready to make a change.”
 When it comes to this 
weekend, one thing is certain.
 “This is the kind of week-
end that can test an athlet-
ics department,” Associate 
Director of Athletics Karin 
Torchia said. “We are a staff 
that works extremely well 
together and can handle the 
challenges that a multi-event 
weekend can potentially throw 
our way.”
 For Rider’s staff, they’re 
preparing to overcome all chal-
lenges. The athletes hope to do 
the same.

Jordan Hall

Rider sports looking to put stamp on mammoth weekend
See F. Hockey, p.10

Broncs searching for second straight title

 The Broncs are set to 
defend their NEC champion-
ship today at home. Rider (17-
1, 7-0 NEC) will be hosting the 
NEC tournament at the Ben 
Cohen Field this weekend as it 
takes on St. Francis (Pa.) (5-14, 
3-4 NEC) today at 1:30 p.m.. 
The championship game will 
be Saturday at noon.  
 The second and third seeds 
Monmouth (14-5, 6-1 NEC) 
and Quinnipiac (11-7, 5-2 
NEC) will play at 11 a.m. 
 Rider is currently ranked 
20th in the nation. If the Broncs 
win the NEC tournament, they 
will go on to face the winner of 
the Ivy League tournament in 
the NCAA play-in game.
 The Broncs had an out-
standing season, compiling 17 
wins and seven consecutive 
conference victories. Rider’s 
only loss came against Hofstra, 
5-2, on Sept. 11. The Broncs 
posted 10 shutouts this sea-
son, including the season finale 
against first-round opponent 
St. Francis, 2-0, on Sunday.

 The Broncs average nearly 
five goals per game.  They are 
led by outstanding goaltender 
senior Rebecca Lotito, who 
posted a 0.75 goals against aver-
age this season. 
 Rider has four players with 
29 points or more. Senior for-
ward Virginia Egusquiza con-
tributed 49 points (16 goals, 
17 assists). Sophomore forward 
Sandra Penas tallied a team-

leading 20 goals, adding eight 
assists  resulting in 48 points.  
Junior forward Marlaine 
Schneider added 47 points (15 
goals, 17 assists) and senior for-
ward Megan Pisani finished the 
regular season with 29 points 
(13 goals, 3 assists).
 Head coach Lori Hussong 
is not worried about the fact 
that the Broncs just had a tough 
game against the Red Flash.

 “We prepare for our semi-
final game against St. Francis 
like any other game,” Hussong 
said.  “[Our] focus will be 
on best effort and intensity. 
Postseason play is the second 
season and we are very much 
aware of the fact that it’s crunch 
time and that we have to be 
at the top of our game to suc-
ceed.”
 St. Francis edged Sacred 

Heart for the final playoff spot 
by virtue of a 4-0 victory over 
them on Oct. 7. St. Francis’ 
offense is led by freshman for-
ward Autumn Pellman, who 
finished the season with 25 
points (12 goals and one assist). 
Kellie Mason, a junior, has con-
tributed 15 points and fresh-
man Carissa Makea recorded 
13.
 A victory today will assure 
the Broncs a championship 
match against either Quinnipiac 
or Monmouth, which are both 
teams that the Broncs have 
defeated this season. Rider beat 
Quinnipiac 5-2 on Oct. 16 and 
Monmouth 3-2 on Oct. 20. 
 Hussong sees the strategies 
for victory as the same no mat-
ter who the opponent may be.
 “The key to our success is 
to have our team play with wild 
ambition and energy all over 
the field,” Hussong said. “We 
need to work together to pres-
sure and steal and transition as 
fast as we can down the field.”
 Monmouth is led by junior 
forward Michelle Pieczynski, 
who has accumulated 19 goals 
and six assists for a total of 44 

FIELD HOCKEY

Katelyn White/The Rider News

Senior Virginia Egusquiza has been a catalyst for the Broncs this season. She finished the regular 
season with 49 points and will look to continue her hot hand in the NEC tournament.
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 The Rider men’s soccer team (3-12-2) 
entered this year’s MAAC tournament with 
absolutely nothing to lose. With only positives 
to gain from the experience, the Broncs played a 
strong game and upended Canisius Thursday by 
a score of 2-1 at the ESPN Wide World of Sports 
complex in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. 
 Junior Dan Friga scored the decisive goal for 
the Broncs in the second half after his teammate, 
freshman Matt Veltri, tied the score at 1-1.
 Head Coach Charlie Inverso was excited to 
get the win and he compared this game against 
Canisius to the previous one on Senior Day.
 “I think we’ve matured a little bit since 
then,” Inverso said.  “We’ve had so many close 
losses and overall as a team we matured. It’s a 
good sign that we’re making some progress.”
 The Broncs showed that they have the pas-
sion to make a deep run in the tournament.
 Senior Sal Lubrano is happy the team is 
peaking at the right time.
 “It showed us that we can compete with 
anyone in the conference, and we know teams 
fear playing us in the MAAC because we’re not 
the pushover team we used to be,” Lubrano said.  
“Our confidence is pretty good and I think with 
a little luck we can possibly make a very good 

run.”
 With the victory against the Golden Griffs, 
the Broncs will take on a tougher task in the 
top-seeded Fairfield Stags today at 1:45 p.m. 
on ESPN3. Rider hosted Fairfield (9-4-1, 8-0-1 
MAAC) during the regular season and lost when 
the Stags scored in the final minute and eventu-
ally again in overtime. 
 Inverso is looking forward to having a shot 
at redemption when they meet up with Fairfield 
again, this time with more on the line, though.
 “Another game we lost, they tied it up with 
56 seconds left to go,” Inverso said. “They have 
a huge team, they probably average about 6’2”.  
We have to not worry so much about whey they 
did and we just got to concern ourselves with the 
things we do well.” 
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 The Rider wrestling team 
is ready to kick off its sea-
son Tuesday in West Point, 
N.Y., when the Broncs take on 
Army. The Broncs will look to 
improve on last year’s season, 
which was mediocre compared 
to the previous success of the 
squad.     
 Though several members of 
the team had some individual 
accomplishments, the team as a 
whole did not perform to stan-
dards. The team finished with 
a 9-11 record in dual meets 
and finished fifth out of seven 
teams in the Colonial Athletic 
Association championships.
 However, this year’s team is 
confident that its fortune will 
change. With two of the three 
qualifiers for last year’s national 
tournament returning, this will 
be a veteran team that will be 
ready for anything that comes 
its way. As a result, many mem-
bers of this team have set some 
lofty goals.
 “I want to win a conference 
championship as a team,” said 
junior Jim Resnick, who com-
petes in the 174-pound weight 
division. “We have the talent to 

do it. We just have to put it all 
together as a team.”
 Resnick is one of the two 
returning qualifiers from last 
year’s national tournament. He 
finished with a record of 20-9 
at 165 lbs. last season. He also 
finished first in the Keystone 
Classic and tacked on a third 
place finish at the CAA cham-
pionships. Resnick has also won 
two matches at the national 
tournament. 
 “My personal goal for this 
season is to finish as an All-
American,” Resnick said.
 That may not be a far-
fetched goal. Resnick is ranked 
in the top 20 of his weight class 
by three different college wres-
tling outlets. WIN Magazine 
places Resnick ninth in the 174 
lb. weight class. 
 Redshirt junior Zac Cibula, 
the other returning qualifier 
from last year’s tournament, is 
also ranked in the top 20 in his 
respective weight class. The 149 
pounder was 28-12 last season. 
He also won the CAA champi-
onship and finished third in the 
Keystone Classic. He was also 
awarded the Colonial Athletic 
Association Most Outstanding 
Wrestler award. 
 “My goal is to win confer-
ence and be an All-American,” 

Cibula said. “Our team’s main 
goal is to win the conference.  
We have several guys on the 
team who have potential to 
have great years.  If everybody 
does their part, our team could 
be very solid this year.”
 Other key returnees include 
redshirt sophomore Ramon 
Santiago and seniors Aaron 
Nestor and Jimmy Kirchner. 
The Broncs have also added 10 
new freshmen to help the team. 
 Kirchner went 20-14 last 
season at 133 lbs. while leading 
all returning wrestlers in pins 
last season with five. He also 
collected a third-place finish 
in the Keystone Classic and 
Binghamton Open. 
 Like Resnick, Kirchner is 
very confident that the team 
will find success this year, stat-
ing that the team’s goals are “to 
win the conference and be in 
the top 20 in the country.” 
 Kirchner will also look for 
more individual success this 
season.
 “[I hope] to win the con-
ference and become an All-
American,” he said. 
 If he can do so, it will be in 
a new weight class, as Kirchner 
will be moving up to 141 lbs. 
this year. 
 

Howard Spaeth/The Rider News

Junior William Daley, one of the newer editions to the team this  
year, will help the midfield attack during the MAAC tournament.

Gifted Grapplers
Broncs boast two nationally ranked 
athletes when they open against Army

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Junior Jim Resnick will begin this wrestling season ranked ninth 
in the nation at 174 lbs. He went 20-9 last year.

Men’s soccer seeking retribution in tourney
MEN’S SOCCER

‘It’s a good sign 
that we’re making 
some progress.’

- Charlie Inverso

By Michael Mack

By Steve Eggert

WRESTLING
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