
 Students will never have 
to ask Miss Ann how many 
meals they have left or ask 
Alfonso for their Bronc Bucks 
balance again because a new 
website will allow students to 
view their ID card transactions 
and report a lost card.  
 Manage My ID is a 
website developed by The 
CBORD Group, a provider 
of college campus ID card 
systems. By early November 
students will be able to view 
the current balance and trans-
actions related to their Bronc 
Bucks, Daly’s meal plans and 
bookstore accounts, according 
to Greg Hanf, ID card system 

manager. He said that the link 
to Manage My ID will be 
available on Rider’s homepage.
 A few students have acted 
as test subjects for the website. 
The reaction has been positive 
thus far. 
 “I am very happy that 
the program is being imple-
mented,” said one of the tes-
ters, senior Lindsey Monk. “I 
have thought for years now 
that Rider needed this. There 
have been many times where 
I have wished that I was able 
to find out how much money 
I had left on my card by going 
online.”
 The website serves as a 
checks and balances system 
because students can easily 

The average Rider student 
will think about the fall con-
cert all of three times: when 
finding out who will be per-
forming, when picking up a 
ticket and when attending the 
event. Members of the Student 
Entertainment Council (SEC) 
who organize the concert begin 
facing the music months before 
the fall semester even takes off. 
 Deciding on an artist to 
perform in front of approxi-
mately 1,400 students at Rider’s 
annual fall concert is no easy 
task.  According to senior Tara 
Dalrymple, one of the special 
events chairs of the SEC, it is “a 
process.”
 “We meet over the course 
of the summer and talk out 
everything,” said Dalrymple. 
“With Lupe [Fiasco], all the fac-
tors that needed to come into 
play were there. I’m very excited 
to see how the students react 
and the outcome of the concert, 
and I personally am very glad 

we picked him because I think 
he’ll be a great performer.”
 According to Dalrymple, at 
the end of every academic year, 
the SEC conducts an online 
survey asking full-time under-
graduate students what genres 
of music students prefer. 
 “The one we did in March 
of last semester showed pop and 
hip-hop as the most popular 
music types with country and 
alternative rock coming in with 
the lowest amount of votes,” 
Dalrymple said. 
 The survey results are not 
publicized; they are used as a 
guide for future programming, 
but do not guarantee specific 
programs due to factors involv-
ing available resources, cost, 
marketplace availability and 
space needs, said campus life 
coordinator and SEC adviser 
Nick Barbati. 
   “A ton of factors are weighed 
before an act can even be con-
sidered on a college campus,” 
Barbati said in an email.
 Despite this survey, some 
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For the past three years a hip-hop artist or band has performed at Rider’s annual fall concert.  
Hip-hop rock band Gym Class Heros hit the Rider stage in 2008 and hip-hop solo artists Sean 
Kingston and Jason DeRulo rounded out the musical trend in 2009 and 2010. Other headliners 
include 2007 performer Jason Mraz and the 2009 cancelled act of The Plain White T’s. 
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Balancing your bucks 
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SEC explains selection process for fall concert

Shepard calls for tolerance, 
education and acceptance

Nate LaBrusciano/The Rider News

By Rachel Stengel
stengelr@theridernews.com

See Shepard, p. 2

Opinion: F&E: Sports:

Unity Day speaker Judy 
Shepard stressed the impor-
tance of individual action in the 
face of adversity and acceptance 
of diversity during her speech in 
the Cavalla Room Wednesday 
night to a crowd of 200 Rider 
students, faculty and commu-
nity members. 
 Shepard has been a propo-
nent of homosexuals’ rights and 
is the founder of the Matthew 
Shepard Foundation. 
 “One person can make a 
difference, and everyone should 
try,” Shepard said, quoting John 
F. Kennedy to a packed audi-
ence. “We have become a S.I.C. 
society,” said Shepard. “Silent, 
Indifferent and Complacent.”

Homemade
Halloween how-to

Putting love
on display

Rider underdog
p. 6

Judy Shepard spoke about the need for acceptance of diversity 
as this year’s Unity Day keynote speaker on Wednesday night. 
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Shepard is the mother of 
Matthew Shepard, the 21-year-
old University of Wyoming stu-
dent who was beaten within 
an inch of his life after ask-
ing two Laramie residents, 
Aaron McKinney and Russell 
Henderson, for a ride home 
from a local bar. 
 On the night of Oct. 6, just 
over 13 years ago, McKinney 
and Henderson took $30 and 
Shepard’s shoes before tying 
him to a fencepost and leav-
ing him to die. It wasn’t until 
the next day that his parents, 
Dennis and Judy Shepard, 
learned of their son’s fate and 
hurried to his side as he lay in 
a coma in a hospital. Matthew 
never regained consciousness 
and died of his injuries on Oct. 
12, 1998. 
 Matthew’s death came at a 
time when many states, includ-
ing Wyoming, did not have 
comprehensive hate crime laws 
that integrated sexual orienta-
tion as a violent motivating 
factor, Shepard said. 
 Today this is not the case. 
An act of Congress known 
as the Matthew Shepard and 
James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act was signed into 
law by President Barack Obama 
in 2009. Judy Shepard is largely 
responsible for the ground-

breaking legislation.
 “We’re not ever going to 
get rid of everything hateful,” 
according to Shepard. She said 
that our best hope for doing so 
is educating youth about the 
importance to society of toler-
ance.
 It wasn’t until after 
Matthew was 18 and attend-
ing the University of Wyoming 
that he phoned his parents, 
who were then living in Saudi 
Arabia, to tell his mother he 
was gay. Shepard said that she 
was understanding and sup-
portive of her son’s openly gay 
identity, a sentiment shared by 
her husband.
 “In not coming out to your 
family members,” Shepard said, 
“you’re breaking [your moth-
er’s] heart” because you’re “not 
sharing your life with her.”
 Wyoming boasts a popula-
tion just over 500,000. It is 
dominated by a 96 percent 
Caucasian majority, according 
to Shepard.
 “We had to trust that 
times would change for the 
better,” Shepard said on living 
in Wyoming while bearing her 
son’s secret homosexuality.
 But society is not get-
ting better everywhere, “or 
fast enough,” for her liking, 
Shepard said.
  Sexual preference remains 
a facet of human nature not 
always protected under federal 
law. A person may still be fired 
solely on the basis of his or her 

sexual orientation in 28 states, 
including Wyoming, according 
to Shepard.
 The story of Matthew’s 
death and subsequent public 
reaction to his murder has been 
told countless times during The 
Laramie Project, a play written 
by Moisés Kaufman and in the 
2002 HBO movie of the same 
title. 
 Rider is currently perform-
ing The Laramie Project in the 
BLC Theater this weekend. 

Two sides reach 
tentative accord
By Emily Landgraf 
landgrafe@theridernews.com

A strike was averted this 
week when a tentative agree-
ment between Rider’s faculty 
union and the administration 
was reached Saturday, accord-
ing to officials from both sides.
 Negotiations between 
Rider’s chapter of the American 
Association of University 
(AAUP) Professors took place 
last Friday and lasted nearly all 
of Saturday, not abating until 
9 p.m. During that meeting 
both sides “reached a tentative 
3-year labor agreement which 
begins on September 1 subject 
to ratification by both parties,” 
according to an email sent to 
AAUP membership. 
 While many students 
believe a break from class would 
have been welcome, they are 
nonetheless glad that a strike 
was averted.
 “I’m happy that some sort 
of an agreement was made,” 
said senior Megan Cook. “The 
professors work hard and 
deserve what they want.”
 Others really did just want 
the break from coursework.
 “Since Rider doesn’t get a 
fall break, it would have been a 
stress reliever to have a few days 
off,” said senior Erin McGrady. 
“We’re at the midpoint of the 

semester and this is where 
everyone gets strapped down 
with work and gets a little crazy. 
The days off definitely would 
have given me time to catch up 
on my work and sleep.”
 When asked what students 
could expect in the way of their 
own preparations in the event 
of a strike, administrative offi-
cials declined to comment.
 Junior Katie Green said 
that the administration should 
have informed students about 
what would have happened if 
the union had called a strike.
 “There was so much confu-
sion from everyone I talked to, 
and it could have been avoid-
ed,” she said.
 When it came to choosing 
sides in the event of a strike, 
senior Chris Homoky was deci-
sive.
 “I would support the teach-
ers completely in a strike,” he 
said. “They work themselves 
pretty hard for what more often 
than not comes out to mini-
mum wage or lower. Asking 
for a few benefits and a cost 
of living raise isn’t that outra-
geous; certainly not as outra-
geous as denying the hardwork-
ing people who make the uni-
versity actually work those very 
things.”

Be sure to check 
out our blogs 
about music, 
fashion, studying 
abroad, the fresh-
man experience 
and various other 
subjects on our 
website.

See AAUP, p. 4

Check out www.
theridernews.com
to view the 
weekly calender 
of events.



students have raised the issue 
that for the past three concerts 
a hip-hop artist or band has 
performed.  
 Jason Mraz, classified as a 
pop/rock artist, appeared on 
the Student Recreation Center 
(SRC) stage in 2007 and Gym 
Class Heros, a hip-hop rock 
band, was booked for the 2008 
concert. The following year, 
Rider presented Sean Kingston, 
another hip-hop artist, for the 
2009 concert. 
 The rock band The Plain 
White T’s were to perform at 
Rider in the spring of 2009 but 
cancelled at the last minute due 
to a sudden illness of the band’s 
lead singer. 
 In 2010, hip-hop artist 
Jason Derulo headlined the fall 
concert. With Lupe Fiasco per-
forming next month, it will 
have make the fourth straight 
year a hip-hop artist or band 
will performed at Rider.
 In selecting Fiasco as 
Rider’s 2011 fall concert, the 
SEC considered past trends, 

student preference and price.
 SEC president Willie 
Emanuele said there is a “strat-
egy” behind the entire selection 
process.
 “We try to stay away from 
too narrow a target audience 
when it comes to the concert as 
a whole. That’s why we added 
the Smash Brothers, a group 
classified in the club/rock genre, 
as the opening act for Jason 
Derulo last year; it allowed for 
a broader range of music for the 
audience to enjoy.”
 The special events chairs 
who organize and plan the 
majority of the aspects of the 
concert also look at which art-
ists are gaining momentum or 
just coming off their peak of 
fame when deciding on a per-
former.

“It’s looking at a name 
everybody knows and music 
everyone likes and matching 
that up with our budget, time 
frame and the artist’s availabil-
ity,” Dalrymple said.
 The SEC also keeps in 
mind the success of past years’ 
concerts. 

“Every ticket was picked up 
from the ticket booth and used 

for the Kingston and Derulo 
concerts, so we knew that genre 
worked and students were 
receptive,” Dalrymple said.
 The cost of the perfor-
mance, though an important 
factor, does not play as large 
a role as might be expected, 
according to Emanuele.
 “Pricing is not the first 
issue we address — not to say 
we are careless in our budget, 
but there’s a smart way to go 
about it,” he said. “If that’s all 
you’re looking at, you really 
won’t get the student satisfac-
tion and enjoyment that we’re 

looking for.”
 The SEC pays for the con-
cert through a budget provided 
by the Student Government 
Association (SGA). 
 “SGA receives the mon-
ey collected from the student 
activities fee and then divides 
that money among all the sub-
organizations,” Emanuele said.
 According to the Bursar’s 
Office, the student activities 
fee is a mandatory $125 per 
semester fee that only full-time 
students pay as a part of their 
tuition. 
 From the portion it receives, 

the SEC is able to fund the spe-
cial events it hosts. Emanuele 
and Dalrymple were unable to 
provide the exact amount of 
money the SGA supplies the 
SEC and would not disclose the 
amount of money alloted for 
the fall concert from the total 
SEC budget. 
 Some students said they 
were excited about the upcom-
ing concert.
 “I’m so pumped for the 
Lupe concert,” said freshman 
Adam Dukoff. “I’ve listened 
to his album at least a dozen 
times.”
 Students who responded to 
The Rider News Facebook page 
were less enthusiastic about this 
year’s concert choice.
 “As much as Lupe is enjoy-
able, changing up the genre 
would’ve been cool too,” read 
a comment from sophomore 
Mike Silverman. “You have 
to give all different tastes a 
chance.”

Tickets for the 2011 Fall Concert 
will be available in the SRC 
Atrium Monday, Oct. 31, and 
Tuesday, Nov. 1, from 11a.m.- 
1p.m. and from 3p.m.-6p.m.

Friday, Oct. 28, 2011 3
The
Rider News

DAARSTOC
Rider’s elite executive skill-building organization

D
Excellence Defined.

www.daarstoc.org

Members learn:
• Interviewing
• Problem Solving
• Conflict Resolution
• Interpersonal Communication
• Stand-up Speaking
• Stress Management
• Feedback Skills

Who can apply:
Any student who has completed
one full semester (first-semester
freshmen cannot apply until the
spring), and has at least two
semesters left at Rider.

How to Apply:
You can obtain an application
from our website, the College
of Business Administration
Reception Desk (Sweigart
Hall, 2nd floor), or a current
member. Submit completed
applications at the CBA
Reception Desk no later than
5pm Friday, November 4.
Interviews will be held on
Sunday, November 13.

For more information, contact furmanh@rider.edu
or visit www.daarstoc.org
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SeCurity BriefS

Suspicious Scent

 A male freshman resi-
dent student in Conover 
hall rose his white flag early 
when Public Safety arrived 
at his room on the report of 
suspected marijuana at 8:36 
p.m., on Monday.  
Within Public Safety’s first 
inquiry of the scent, the stu-
dent admitted to possessing 
marijuana and turned over 
the illegal substances. 
 Public Safety then 
received consent to search the 
room and found additional 
suspected marijuana and a 
smoking device. Lawrence 
Police Dept. was notified 
and took the student into 
custody. The university also 
charged the resident with 
harmful use and possession 
of illegal substances. 

Loose Limbs

 A female resident student 
and member of the soror-
ity Zeta Tau Alpha started 
off on the wrong side of 
the tree branch on Thursday, 
Oct. 20. At 12:10 p.m., the 
student reported that her 
car was struck by a fallen 
branch while parked in the 
sorority lot. The limb fell 
across the fence line and 
crashed through the wind-
shield. Public Safety arrived 
and notified local police who 
took a report on the incident.

Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.

access their ID activity.
 “It helps you keep track 
of how much you’ve spent. 
Between the students and your 
parents, there’s a little more 
control over one’s finances,” 
Hanf said.  
 The website’s main screen 
features the current balances of 
all accounts on a student’s ID 
such as Bronc Bucks, bookstore 
accounts, dining guest passes 
and meals remaining for the 
week.  Students can also view 
their transaction history. 
 The website allows users 
to select a time frame of activ-

ity that extends back a year 
and which accounts they wish 
to view. The history feature 
lists the date, time, location, 
account type and the amount of 
each transaction. This detailed 
information will help students 
report any errors on their 
accounts to Aramark. They can 
print out a copy of the his-
tory and report the error to 
Aramark, Hanf said. 
 Sophomore Alicia Quayson 
said that the convenience will 
draw students to the website 
and make them more aware of 
their purchases.
 “If we’ve been spending too 
much and need to slow down 
on purchasing food it can show 
us our entire transaction his-
tory,” she said. 

 The other main feature of 
the website allows students to 
report a lost ID card. If they 
lose an ID now, it must be 
reported to Hanf in order for 
the account to become inactive. 
It is the student’s responsibility 
to report his or her card miss-
ing, according to Hanf. If it 
is not reported, anyone could 
potentially use the money on 
the account.
 “I’ve had students, since 
I’ve been here, lose their ID 
cards and in less than a day 
someone’s found it and spent all 
of their Bronc Bucks in literally 
less than an hour,” Hanf said.
 With Manage My ID, stu-
dents can report their cards 
lost and the ID will instantly 
become inactive.

 “Now you don’t have some-
body wandering in [to build-
ings] and swiping in because 
they found an ID. You don’t 
have someone finding a lost 
ID and trying to use it to 
eat or spend your money. You 
now have a little more control 
over your money and over your 
meals,” Hanf said.
 The ID cannot be reactivat-
ed via Manage My ID. Students 
must report the card as found 
to Hanf himself or to Public 
Safety. This step adds another 
security measure in case the 
person who found the ID can 
guess its owner’s password for 
Manage My ID, according to 
Hanf. 

BuCkS
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Lupe Fiasco is scheduled to perform at the 2011 fall concert.



Rider’s version of Noah’s 
Ark during Hurricane Irene  
in August was honored on 
Wednesday at the New Jersey 
State Volunteer Recognition 
Ceremony. 
 Rider was nominated by 
the Lawrence Town Council 
to be recognized. In conjunc-
tion with Lawrence Township 
and Mercer County Emergency 
Management, Rider used the 
Student Recreation Center as 
a transitional shelter for 364 
Mercer County residents 
and 26 of their pets during 
Hurricane Irene. 
 President Mordechai 
Rozanski and Dean of Students 
Anthony Campbell represented 
Rider at the ceremony.
 “We appreciate the nomi-
nation very much,” Campbell 
said. “Lawrence Township and 

Rider University have been 
good partners on many things 
in the past. As a member of the 
Lawrence community, we’re all 
pleased to have been able to 
assist the township during the 

emergency situation caused by 
Hurricane Irene.”
 The event, sponsored by 
the Office of the Governor, 
drew more than 1,000 people, 
who gathered at the Patriots 

Theater at the War Memorial  
in Trenton to honor New Jersey 
firefighters, police officers, 
emergency medical technicians, 
National Guard members and 
community members who 

assisted during Hurricane Irene.
 Lt. Gov. and New Jersey 
Secretary of State Kim 
Guadagno welcomed the vol-
unteers and thanked them for 
their service to the state. 
 “We’re gathered here today 
to recognize the unselfish acts of 
courage and fellowship by other 
New Jerseyans for other New 
Jerseyans both before, during 
and after Hurricane Irene and 
to express out loud our deep 
gratitude to each and every one 
of you,” Guadagno said. 
 Campbell said that Rider 
has a commitment to the com-
munity.
 “We have always been com-
mitted to being good neighbors 
and good citizens in the com-
munity,” he said. 
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Rider honored for helping residents weather storm
By Rachel Stengel 
stengelr@theridernews.com
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COLLEGE STUDENTS
Develop your people skills. FUN customer sales/svc.

Work w/ other students,
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES, $17 base/appt.

100 Scholarships awarded Nationally,
Conditions apply.

GREAT RESUME EXP. All Ages 18+
CALL OR APPLY ONLINE NOW! 
732-301-2810 or 908-968-0910 

www.workforstudents.com

 Before the tentative agree-
ment was reached, AAUP and 
the administration had already 
settled non-economic issues, 
such as faculty governance and 
workload. The tentative agree-
ment now includes salary and 
benefit agreements, which will 
not be made public until both 
sides have had a chance to ratify 
it.
 “With the parties hav-
ing reached a tentative agree-

ment following a number  
of months of extend-
ed discussions on a broad 
range of issues, each side  
has committed to seek rati-
fication of the new labor 
agreement within the  
next few weeks,” said Robert 
Stoto, chief negotiator for the 
administration.
 Dr. Jeffrey Halpern, chief 
negotiator for the union, pro-
vided some information about 
the ratification process. 
 “A summary of the changes 
to the agreement will be pro-
duced and provided to each 

member of the AAUP,” he said. 
“A special chapter meeting will 
be held, at which point the 
membership will vote. Along 
the same lines the adminis-
tration will present the tenta-
tive agreement to the Board 
of Trustees for its ratification. 
If the AAUP membership and 
the members of the Board of 
Trustees vote to ratify, then and 
only then will the possibility of 
a strike be completely off the 
table.”
 

AAUP
Continued from p. 2

Kim Guadagno, N.J. Secretary of State, thanked the crowd of firefighters, police officers, emer-
gency medical technicians, National Guard members and community members for their service.

Students painted pumpkins at Campus Sustainability Day held on the BLC patio Wednesday. 
Other activities included a dizzy bat recycling game and a trade-in of unwanted clothing in ex-
change for a “Broncs Go Green” organic T-shirt. Eco-Reps and Sustainable Rider members were 
available to inform students about how to get involved in creating a more sustainable campus.

Rider celebrates sustainability 



 Costumes, trick-or-treat-
ing and, of course, ghosts and 
ghouls can all be found on 
one night and one night only 
— Oct. 31, better known as 
Halloween.
 Halloween can be a great 
time for anyone. For children, 
it is the one holiday when they 
can pretend to be whatever 
they would like for the night. 
Halloween night brings bags 
filled with candy and other 
treats after the long hours of 
trick-or-treating.
 For college students, how-
ever, Halloween means some-
thing completely different.
 When asked about their 
Halloween plans, most students 
seem to have replaced trick-or-
treating with partying. Many of 
them have different costumes 
planned for each party because 
they do not want to be seen 
dressed up as the same character 
twice.
 “I like Halloween because 
the parties are really fun and 
there’s always something to do,” 
junior Jill Templeton said. “It’s 
nice to know there’s going to be 

something to do on the week-
end rather than trying to find 
last minute plans.”
 However, partying is not 
the only thing on this week-
end’s agenda for some students. 
Many have plans of going to 
Halloween attractions such as 
haunted hayrides, houses and 
mazes, Fright Fest at Six Flags 
and other frightening attrac-
tions. These events can make 
just about anyone’s heart race, 
which is often the biggest 
appeal for students, just as long 
as they have a friend to join 
them.
 “I’m going to Eastern State 
Penitentiary and I’m so excit-
ed,” sophomore Elena Martinez 
said. “I’ve never experienced 
something like this before; I’ve 
always loved the feeling I get 
when I get scared. Plus I’ll be in 
my honey bee costume, so it’ll 
be fun, especially with all my 
friends there.”
 One tradition most college 
students still choose to keep on 
Halloween night is dressing up 
in costumes. In fact, some cos-
tumed students can already be 
seen strutting around campus 
as movie characters and bugs, 

or in storytime costumes and 
ones they have made up them-
selves. Others get together with 
their friends and dress up as a 
group. Popular themes in the 
past have been different color 
crayon costumes, Alvin and the 
Chipmunks, Disney Princesses 
and more.
 “I’m really excited to wear 
my road sign costume this year,” 
sophomore Brianna Levy said. 
“It was so fun to make the cos-
tumes with my roommates and 
it was a great bonding experi-
ence. They came out great and 
it was all in our college budget.”
 However, some students 
still have no idea what they 
want to be for Halloween.
 “I honestly don’t know 
what I’m being for Halloween 
yet, so for right now I am 
anonymous,” sophomore Katie 
Fedey said.
 Those who are not fans of 
going out and getting dressed 
up in costumes prefer to order 
food and watch horror mov-
ies with their friends, creating 
their own frightening fun to 
celebrate the holiday.
 One thing that has not 
changed, no matter how old 

college students get, is the need 
for their favorite Halloween 
candy. Now they can use their 
car and go to Wal-Mart or 
Target to buy a whole bag, 
rather than hoping it is thrown 
into their bag while trick-or-
treating.
 “I love Snickers; I don’t 

know why but they are the 
best,” sophomore Stephanie 
Antoine said.
 In the end there is one 
thing that is definite. However 
students decide to celebrate 
Halloween, it will surely bring 
a night of terror and fun for all.

 When it comes to 
Halloween costumes, anything 
goes. Perhaps you have no 
qualms about dressing up as the 
same thing every year — you 
know who you are — or maybe 
you find comfort in convenient 
pre-packaged getups that can 
be purchased at your local sup-
plier.
 But this year, why not try to 
stray away from the typical cos-
tumes? Why not surprise your-
self and your friends by making 
your own costume? It does not 
matter if you are incapable of 
stringing thread through a nee-
dle, or if the thought of enter-
ing a craft store makes you want 
to cry. Creating a one-of-a-kind 
costume using what you already 
own is easier than it looks.
 Owning a pair of shorts 
creates a thousand costume 
opportunities. How about 
throwing on a cropped tank, 
sweat bands and leg warmers to 
transform yourself into an ’80s 
aerobics instructor? Or put on 
some boots and a plaid shirt 
and go as a farmer. Attach a tail 
and put on a printed top to go 
as a popular animal.
 Own pajamas? Team up 
with a group of friends and go 
as a pajama party, though make 
sure not to forget the gossip 
magazines and pillows. Or sim-

ply wear pajamas to a party, and 
when someone asks what you 
are, reply with “tired.” Going 
even further into the night-
time theme, gather together a 
bathrobe and a set of curlers 
to create a ’50s sitcom wife at 
bedtime.
 Need more ideas? Run 
home and find a tablecloth. It 
can be made into a toga, used 

as a superhero cape — remem-
ber that you can make yourself 
into any kind of superhero, not 
just the famous ones — or two 
holes can be poked into it to 
create a ghost.
 The tablecloth can also 
double as a Christmas caroler 
costume if it is red or green. If 
it is red and white-checkered, 
it can easily double as a pic-

nic table, complete with glued 
on packages of various picnic 
foods. Ants can even be added 
by cutting out tiny dots from 
black construction paper.
 Another creative costume 
is grabbing a Snuggie or sewing 
a bunch of ShamWows onto a 
T-shirt and being “as seen on 
TV.”
 How about wearing trendy 

clothes and dousing them in 
fake blood or costume makeup 
to be a zombie teenager? Or 
dress up in garb to represent 
any decade’s teen. A leather 
jacket, rolled up jeans and 
Chuck Taylors are all you need 
to be a funky greaser, while the 
same outfit can be completely 
transformed into a punk with 
the addition of ripped jeans — 
just do not forget the pink hair.
 A group can dress up as the 
characters from Friends or those 
from Family Matters, though 
any show will do.
 Friends can even be months 
of the year, as long as it is a 
group of 12. Each person can 
wear a white T-shirt with the 
name of a month on it while 
also wearing things that are 
associated with that month. For 
example, October can wear a 
witch’s hat and glue fake leaves 
onto his or her shirt. July can 
wear flip flops, sunglasses and 
American flag shorts. 
 With enough creativity, 
any Halloween costume can be 
achieved this year. All you need 
is imagination, patience and a 
backup plan just in case things 
do not work out.
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Creating costumes on a college budget

plaxo.com

Traditions change, but thrill of Halloween remains

creatingreallyawesomefreethings.com

Transforming a basic dress into a gameboy is one idea for a Halloween costume. Creative and 
inexpensive are two main things college students consider when picking out their costumes.

By Monica Jaramillo

By Natia Katsantonis
katsantonin@rider.edu

Scan for links of DIY costume 
ideas from theridernews.com.



 
 
 

 A great horror film should be one 
that properly projects the audience’s fears 
onto the screen. Hence, the problem with 
modern horror films: most focus on easy 
thrills and gory violence as substitutes for 
actual terror. 
 The Thing, a prequel to the 1982 
remake of the same name directed by John 
Carpenter, attempts to use atmosphere 
and total isolation as a means to inspire 
gripping fear. Unfortunately, the film falls 
flat on its face due to an uninspired script 
and its complete reliance on the 1982 
film.
 Kate Lloyd (Mary Elizabeth Winstead, 
Scott Pilgrim Vs. The World) is a paleontol-
ogist sent to Antarctica to research a find-
ing made by a Norwegian scientific team: 
an alien life-form frozen in ice. However, 
the alien manages to break out of its 
prison, and proceeds to hunt down the 
group using the ability to take the form of 
any of the scientists.
 From there, the film goes through 
the usual horror-themed routine. Lloyd 
spends the rest of the film attempting to 
combat “The Thing,” and anyone else 
not lucky enough to get top billing on 
the film is considered to be fodder. This 
might have been somewhat of an interest-
ing, familiar tale if the film even bothered 
to give any of these unfortunate characters 
something resembling a personality. 

 As great an actress as Winstead is, 
she’s given absolutely nothing to work 
with, spending the majority of the first act 
moping around. When it comes time for 
Lloyd to take action, Winstead lacks the 
toughness to be a strong female protago-
nist. 
 Joel Edgerton (Star Wars: Episode II – 
Attack of the Clones) fares no better, as he’s 
missing-in-action for most of the film.  
It’s a shame to see him wasted, since he 
was incredible in the recent UFC film, 
Warrior.
 The actors are hardly to blame as the 
script gives them absolutely nothing to 
do.  It doesn’t help when the film stumbles 
through nearly every horror film cliché in 
an uninspired manner. 
 The paranoia the film is desperate 
to instill is completely undermined by 
the broad stereotypes the film follows. Its 
worst blunder is that it fails completely as 
a prequel.  A prequel is meant to provide 
back-story to an established fiction, intro-
ducing information that was previously 
unavailable. The Thing does none of this, 
opting to follow the plot of the Carpenter 
film beat-by-beat.  It makes one wonder 
why the creators didn’t just produce a 
remake, which is what this film feels like.
 Perhaps the only saving grace is the 
surprisingly well-crafted computer-gen-
erated imagery, especially in regards to 
the creature itself.  Absolutely grotesque, 
the monster provides some of the only 
moments of pure terror in the film. It’s a 

shame that this much work crafting such 
a monstrosity wasn’t applied to the actual 
narrative.
 Ultimately pointless, The Thing is 
derivative and hides behind what came 
before it.  There’s nothing inherently 
terrible about it, but it’s too dull to even 
warrant a watch.  
 Fans of the Carpenter film will find 
themselves disappointed with this lack-
luster prequel, while those new to this 
fiction will merely shrug their shoulders 
and wonder, “What’s the big deal?”

 
  
  
 For a pre-Halloween festivity, I 
jumped at the chance to attend a mid-
night showing of the new-found footage 
horror film, Paranormal Activity 3, direct-
ed by Ariel Schulman and Henry Joost.  
 What started out as a modest ghost 
story with a shoe-string budget has now 
generated a wildly popular horror trilogy, 
with each installment successfully topping 
each other.  This one, however, goes a 
scare beyond.
 As a prequel to the previous two films, 
this third entry takes place 18 years prior 
in 1988.  We see Katie (Katie Featherston, 
Paranormal Activity 1 and 2) and Kristi 
(Sprague Grayden, Paranormal Activity 2) 
as sisters at a younger age, portrayed by 
Chloe Csengery (Parenthood) and Jessica 
Tyler Brown (Without a Trace) respec-
tively.    
 When Kristi begins talking to her 
imaginary friend Toby, bizarre things 
begin to happen throughout their home.  
Her father Dennis (Christopher Nicholas 
Smith, The Office) decides to set up cam-
eras in several rooms to try and find some 
ghostly activity, and her mother Julie 
(Lauren Bittner, Bride Wars) dismisses 
Kristi’s behavior as normal for a child. 
 But when Toby begins to harass 
the family with spooky and dangerous 

actions, its seemingly ordinary life turns 
into a nightmare that grows more horrify-
ing with each passing day.
 The forte of the film, as with the 
previous two, is its effective use of camera-
work to derive much of its terror.  There 
are three camcorders set up in the house, 
one in the parents’ bedroom and another 
in the daughters’ bedroom.  
 But the placing of the third camcord-
er is the one that strikes you with the most 
trepidation.  It’s placed on the base of an 
oscillating fan in the living room, and its 
view tracks back and forth from the din-

ing room to the kitchen.  
 The suspense piles on as it goes from 
room to room, and viewers sit frozen in 
the theater, not knowing what will be 
waiting when the fan goes back to the 
kitchen or the living room.
 The movie, in some instances, utilizes 
off-screen space to add to its eerie atmo-
sphere.  On a few of the nights when we 
see the daughters’ bedroom, Kristi wakes 
up, goes to the corner of the screen and 
talks to Toby.  The demon is out of the 
frame, so we can’t see him as she’s talk-
ing to him, nor do we ever actually see 

the demon in these films.  But, we can 
tell that Toby is visible to Kristi, and he’s 
definitely there in her room at that time.
 You hear a lot of people referring to 
an exciting story as a “roller coaster ride.”  
That comparison is often overused, but it 
certainly works for this film.  Every scene 
is, in fact, like a roller coaster ride.  At 
the beginning of each one, we’ll ascend as 
we wait in frightened anticipation for the 
inevitable jolt-moment.  
 We can’t really tell when the top of 
the hill will come, because the big “Boo!” 
can arrive at any instant. But when it 

does, we as an audience scream together 
as we immediately descend.  Then, we are 
thrown for a loop at the bloodcurdling 
finale that is always the supreme scare for 
all three movies.
 Two years ago when I saw the first 
Paranormal Activity, I had trouble believ-
ing that the filmmakers could make a 
sequel without spitting on the original.  
They ended up making a prequel that not 
only topped the first, but also lived up to 
the mythology that was established by the 
first film.  
 Then, after viewing Paranormal 
Activity 2 a year ago, I had even more 
difficulty thinking that a third film 
could be made, especially after the 
sense of closure we had at the end.   
 Now, I can say that after seeing 
Paranormal Activity 3, I can eat my own 
skepticism.  The screenplay by Christopher 
B. Landon ties well into the previous two 
movies and answers many questions that, 
until now, have remained a supernatural 
mystery.  It brings this trilogy-in-reverse 
to a full finish.  
 Hopefully this time next year, I’m 
not lamenting this horror series being 
tarnished by a needless fourth movie.  I 
think it’s time for the demon to pack his 
bags and move on, because he has given us 
enough enjoyably nerve-piercing scares to 
be thankful for.

FILM REVIEW
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Rider dancers believe in a thing called love
 “Love Today” was the theme incorporated into each dance featured in the Rider 
Dance ensemble’s performances last weekend. The group, which is composed of about 
90 dancers, put on four sold-out shows in the Spitz Theater. Student choreographers 
ensured that the audience was treated to many styles of dance, including jazz, con-
temporary and tap. The ensemble’s next performances will take place in the spring 
semester.

The first number, featuring choreography by senior Kristina Pavia, was a jazz rou-
tine accompanied by Mika’s “Love Today.” 

Junior Kate Mina’s contemporary choreography was aided by Augustana’s “Boston.”

All photos courtesy of Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

allmoviephoto.com

Phantom feeds off a family’s fear in Paranormal Activity 3

 
  
 Musicians have a habit of work-
ing together on projects: Rihanna and 
Jay-Z in “Umbrella,” for example, or 
Santana and Rob Thomas with their song 
“Smooth.” 
 In fact, teamwork has gotten so wide-
spread that there are Grammy awards for 
best collaborations in country, pop and 
rap. However, very rarely is there a pair 
quite like the Rider Vibes and The Defog.
 On Friday, Oct. 21, the Rider Vibes 
partnered with Philadelphia indie band 
The Defog as a part of Radio 104.5’s Live 

Stream Studio Session.
 Every Friday at 5 p.m. at their per-
formance theater in Philadelphia, Radio 
104.5 invites local bands to play one 
original song and one cover, which are 
featured live on the station. 
 The Defog was invited to perform, 
and thanks to the friendship between 
the band and Marissa DiPilla, senior and 
musical director of the Rider Vibes, the a 
cappella group joined as backup singers.
 The Rider Vibes were given song 
arrangements the second week of 
September and practiced throughout the 
month, extending their usual schedule of 
four hours a week to include accompany 

time with the band. 
 Some members had some trepidation 
about the event.
 “Since we’re an a cappella group, I 
thought it would be weird to be work-
ing with instruments,” junior Brita Gove 
said. “I was also kind of nervous that we 
wouldn’t be loud enough to be heard 
over electric guitars and drums. But then 
I heard the songs we were singing and I 
really liked them, so I got super excited.”
 The group sang to an audience filled 
with friends and family members of both 
musical groups. 
 The performance was met with 
praise.

 “It went really well,” said Joe Guerin, 
a sophomore member of Vibes. “I would 
definitely like to do something like that 
again; it was so cool to keep hearing how 
well we did from the radio host and the 
band.”
 The Defog’s bassist Nick 
Schuenemann agreed.
 “Working with the choir was a great 
experience for the band,” he said. “I 
thought everyone in the choir did a really 
great job on the air and I’m very proud of 
their effort and musicianship to pull this 
off.”  The groups performed a cover of 
alternative rock band MGMT’s “Time 
To Pretend” and The Defog’s original 
song “Kaleidoscopes.” “Kaleidoscopes” is 
featured on the band’s latest album The 
Shadow Companion, released earlier this 
year and described as their “most eclectic 
and experimental album created to date,” 
according to their website. 
 “The guys wrote the music knowing 
how many of each voice part we had, so 
they made it sound balanced and awe-
some,” Gove said. “They were also really 
high-energy songs, which made us have 
to work hard in order to do them justice. 
That’s always good for us.” 
 However, the Rider Vibes seemed to 
benefit more than just musically.
 “I’d do it again in a heartbeat,” junior 
Nancy Ann Jones said. “I think it made 
our group even closer, and it was one 
of the greatest moments of my college 
career.”

The Thing has nothing to offer

Katie (Csengery) and Kristi (Brown) may fear Toby’s wrath, but are the two little girls just as dangerous?

By Chris Exantus

Heart-stopping Halloween Horror

Kate (Winstead) gasps for air, afraid to 
round the corner and meet with doom.

FILM REVIEW

The Rider Vibes bring good vibrations to Philly
By Emily Eiermann

This modern routine dazzled the audience as it told a tale of about love.

The Rider Vibes consider this performance an enlightening, fulfilling experience and hope for more such future opportunities.
Courtesy of Radio 104.5

eiermanne@theridernews.com



On Saturday, the news we have had all been waiting to 
hear had arrived: the administration and the American 
Association of University Professors had reached a ten-

tative contract agreement.
 Throughout the 4-month period of back and forth debates 
between the administration and the union, which represents the 
faculty, coaches and librarians, the student body was kept in the 
dark about most of the details of what was going on. Many stu-
dents were informed about the issues that were being dealt with 
through the news articles and what they heard from professors, 
yet the student body as a whole had no idea how it would be 
affected in the event of a strike.
 Students should have been informed about the consequen-
ces of the possible strike before it was resolved. Changes to the 
routine of school and its services, such as whether campus would 
remain open, if the dining halls would still be serving or if the 
student body would be allowed to stay on campus, were all 
major concerns that would have affected all of us.
 Students also should have been told how many days we 
could have lost in a strike before it would impact winter break. 
The administration should have filled us in on what arrange-
ments would have to be made in the event of a strike. Knowing 
what to expect before the tentative contract was agreed upon 
could have helped students prepare for the different outcomes. 
 The possibility of a strike is still on the table until the details 
of the negotiation are finalized. With serious events such as this, 
information that will affect the whole campus should be shared 
not only with the faculty but also with the people who make up 
the school — the students.
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Students need 
updates on strike
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decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, which may reject any letter. Send to The 
Rider News via e-mail (ridernews@rider.edu), campus mail, or hand deliver to Ridge House. All 
letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding publication.

 It’s Halloween once again. And here’s the 
biggest question: What shall I be? A witch? A 
pirate? Maybe even Snooki?
 The possibilities are endless and a quick trip 
to the Halloween store might get those creative 
juices flowing. After looking at the racks upon 
racks of choices, I realize that with the exception 
of a select few, I’ve seen all of these costumes 
before. It’s the same thing every year. The same 

faux tattered pirate costume and the same sparkly 
witch dress. Not to mention at least three people 
are wearing the same thing wherever you decide 
to spend your Halloween night. Which leads me 
to my biggest point: Why should I dress in the 
same generic costume as everyone else when I 
can make my own version of that costume, even 
bigger and better than before?
 Making your own costume has a lot of 

Freshman Findings

The best costumes are home-made

Megan Moyer/The Rider News 
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See Costumes, p. 9

The fall season brings a lot of changes: the foliage turning 
its autumn colors, our transition from summer to school 
mode and the performer for the fall concert.

 Yet, from previous years, it seems as though the musicians 
that the Student Entertainment Council (SEC) books are all 
considered to be the same genre of music — hip-hop — and 
while it may be popular, it is not the only kind of music Rider 
students are interested in hearing. 
 In the past few years, the SEC has managed to book some 
big names from today’s hip-hop industry to perform for the 
students. In fall 2007, Rider hosted a concert by the Gym Class 
Heroes and in spring 2009 planned to have The Plain White T’s 
perform, but the group backed out at the last minute. For the 
next two concerts, the SEC arranged for Sean Kingston to per-
form in fall 2009 and Jason Derülo in fall 2010, both of which 
are hip-hop artists. For this year’s concert, it will be Lupe Fiasco 
to grace the stage Nov. 18, yet another artist of the same genre.
 According to one of the special events chairs of the SEC, 
Tara Dalrymple, the organization takes a vote from the students 
each year about the type of music they prefer most. Dalrymple 
explained that it isn’t all about the price of the act but more 
about which artist is stepping into the spotlight at the time and 
the artist’s availability. Yet, for some reason many students still 
don’t seem to agree with the end results, leaving the SEC with 
complaints on their hands every year.
 The SEC should try being more diverse about which musi-
cian is chosen and provide more of a variety for the concert. 
Taking polls to see who the students would be interested in 
may be helpful, but it doesn’t explore different options. Rider 
students would appreciate a change of pace—someone with a 
guitar and accompanying band or even a female performer. 
 People’s tastes change all the time, and switching up the 
musical acts for the concert is the variation students are wanting.

Hip-hop rules 
at Rider concerts

These weekly editorials express the majority opinion 
of The Rider News. This week’s editorials were writ-
ten by the Assistant Opinion Editor, Kristy Grinere.



The Rider News is printed by Packet Publications, Princeton, N.J.  Our paper, purchased directly from 
North American mills, is composed of 50 percent recycled newsprint and 50 percent thermo-mechanical 
pulp (made from wood-chip and sawdust byproducts of the wood industry). Our inks are soy or mineral 
oil, not petroleum-based. Printing plates, litho film materials and silver content are recycled after use.
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Quote of the Week
“Hold on, man.  We don’t 
go anywhere with ‘scary,’ 
‘spooky,’ ‘haunted,’ or ‘for-
bidden’ in the title.” 

— Scooby-Doo

The
Rider News

october 26, 1785 — The first jackasses arrive in America.

october 26, 1955 — The U.S. Air Force officially reports that there are no such 

things as flying saucers.

october 29, 1929 — The Wall Street stock market crashes.

this Week in history ...

Editor’s Corner

Manners: rare campus commodity

 A recent talk by an invited speaker on campus discussed the idea of anthropo-
morphic global warming, as covered in the Oct. 14 The Rider News article, “Cullen 
traces global warming trend to humans.” The concept is that the earth’s climate 
is warming up to dangerous levels caused by human activity. We, therefore, must 
spend a lot of money to modify these activities.
 When a doctor suggests a procedure that is necessary to save your life but is 
expensive and traumatic, we must always get a second opinion. It is possible the 
first doctor is mistaken or motivated by money. The same is true with the expensive 
idea of preventing the earth’s warming. Other scientists say any warming that may 
be happening is not caused by human activities, but by cycles of the sun. How are 
we supposed to decide between these groups of scientists?
 Of course, we must not ignore the first doctor. Let us remember that Steve Jobs 
would be alive today had he not ignored the first doctor who suggested treatment 
for his cancer.
 We must understand that science is not democratic. There are many cases in the 
history of science where a single scientist or a small group was proved correct while 
the overwhelming majority was wrong. It is important for students to know about 
these past cases and not only current science, so that they do not get an incorrect 
impression of science. The question again is, how are we supposed to decide if we 
know that we cannot trust the majority? The answer is that we must understand the 

nature of science.
 Scientific explanations consist of two parts. One part is the logical and math-
ematical explanation, and the other part is the empirical evidence. College students 
should be able to understand the basic logical ideas of science. This is the challenge 
professors have, to explain the ideas to students who do not have the background to 
understand the mathematics behind the theories. I believe a good professor can meet 
this challenge. Students today can go online to search the Internet, and be guided by 
the principle that explanations must make sense. Adults must rely on their under-
standing and common sense, not fully trusting authority. The same principle is for 
economics and other human activities.
 The second part is the empirical verification. If the global warming advocates 
give evidence for the past few years, while other scientists give proof over the past 
centuries and millennia, that evidence is suggestive. Of course, we need to seriously 
consider advice that has a significant impact on our lives.
 Students need to learn how to think correctly and independently arrive at 
sound, meaningful conclusions, without fear of reprisals. This should be one of the 
goals of a university education.

-Dr. Sanford Aranoff
Adjunct Associate Professor Mathematics and Physics

Letter to the Editor

Get a second opinion before believing everything you read

 Would it kill more people on this campus to utter the words “please,” “thank you” and “excuse 
me?” Because a lot of people certainly act like it would. 
 This is something I tend to have a problem with on a daily basis. I’m not saying every student 
on this campus is rude, because there are plenty of perfectly polite individuals at Rider. However, 
we certainly have our fair share of people whose parents evidently never taught them anything about 
common courtesy. 
 It’s not that hard. If I’m walking in front of you and not moving fast enough, or if I’m blocking 
the french fries at Daly’s, all you have to do is say two very simple words, “Excuse me.” Or, “Pardon 
me,” if that’s more your style. That’s all it takes. I don’t want to be in anybody’s way around here. I will 
gladly vacate the space that you desire to occupy if you ask me to do so nicely. But do not mumble 
obscenities and huff at me. Or, worse still, bump into me and then glare at me like I’m the one who’s 
being rude. That won’t get you anywhere. 
 Another simple fix to this problem? Say, “Thank you,” when someone holds a door open for you. 
I can’t begin to tell you how many times I’ll stop and hold a door open for someone, and that person 
will walk past without even looking at me. In the words of Ellen DeGeneres, “Well, you’re welcome, 
your majesty. Sorry I didn’t sprinkle any rose petals for you.” Seriously, I’m not asking for a parade 
or anything; a simple thanks will do me just fine. Even a nod in my general direction is better than 
nothing. 
 While the above grievances drive me crazy on a daily basis, the biggest problem I have with some 
of the students here is the unbelievable level of disrespect that they show to professors. I know you’re 
not going to love every teacher. I’ve certainly dealt with a few professors that I’ve viewed as incom-
petent, but I still treated them with respect. Most of the professors here have doctorates, and a good 
number of them have professional experience to boot. 
 That’s not the only reason the attitude in many of my classes floors me. Maybe it’s the fact that 
I spent 12 years in Catholic school (where disrespecting a teacher is decidedly not OK), but I just 
cannot talk to the professors here the way that some students can. Talking in class with your friends 
while the professor is trying to teach, complaining endlessly about assignments and texting are all 
great ways to show your professors that you really couldn’t care less about the subject. Keep in mind 
that these are the people who control your grades and, if they’re professors in your field, may be able 
to help you get a job after graduation. Don’t waste that resource by being rude. 
 If you’re still with me, and I’m hoping most of you are, just keep in mind that “please” and “thank 
you” are the magic words and above all, mind your manners. A little politeness can often go a long 
way. 

- Emily Landgraf
Senior journalism major

costumes
Continued from p. 8

upsides. A big one is that you’re not limited to what’s in the party 
store. You can be anything you want to be. Some of the best cos-
tumes are not store bought, but made by hand. If you make your 
own costume, you can put more effort into it, make it your way 
and ensure that it is durable. Let’s be honest: store-bought cos-
tumes are cheaply made and don’t always last through the entire 
night, not to mention that you’re paying more for them than what 
they may seem to be worth. 
 Sometimes store-bought costumes don’t fit right. There’s 
almost always one person whose tie in the back doesn’t close all 
the way, exposing his or her clothes underneath and ruining the 
authenticity of the costume. Making your own Halloween cos-
tume can prevent this and have anyone looking amazing in his or 
her trick-or-treat attire. 
 Most of the accessories necessary for making your own cos-
tume can be found in your closet and throughout your house. Take 
a homemade zombie costume for example. Grab any old outfit you 
wouldn’t mind ruining, dirty it up, cut some holes in it and you’re 
good to go. Just add makeup and some fake blood and you’ll be the 
most authentic zombie out there. Not to mention no other zom-
bie will look exactly like you. In fact, by using your own clothes, 
you’ve saved tons of money instead of going out and buying the 
poorly made zombie costume from Party City. 
 Halloween is a time to get creative and be someone you oth-
erwise wouldn’t get to be. Making your own costume is simple, 
easy and not nearly as costly as buying one. Year after year I find 
myself creating some pretty cool costumes, if I do say so myself. So 
go ahead and dig through your closet. Who knows? Maybe you’ll 
find that perfect Snooki outfit somewhere. After that, all you need 
is a perfect bump. 

- Danielle Gittleman 
Freshman journalism major

For ideas of quick homemade costumes to try, see 
“Creating costumes on a college budget” on pg. 5.



 Rider’s women’s soc-
cer team is determined this 
Halloween weekend to make 
some magic happen and appear 
in the MAAC tournament this 
season. 
 Rider is currently ranked 
8th in the MAAC with a record 
of 2-3-2. The Broncs are com-
peting in two games this week-
end that will be crucial to the 
possibility of making the tour-
nament. They will be taking on 
St. Peter’s (2-14-1, 1-6 MAAC) 
tonight at 7 before taking the 
field against Manhattan (3-11-
2, 1-5-1 MAAC) on Sunday at 
1 p.m.
 These two games will be 
the last regular season games 
before the tournament gets 
under way. Only the top four 
teams are able to compete in 
the tournament.
 “We have to win both 
games this weekend to give 
ourselves a chance at still mak-
ing the playoffs,” Head Coach 
Drayson Hounsome said.
 Junior Claire Thompson 
believes Rider has a shot to 
make the playoffs, but it may 
turn into a “toss-up” situation.
 “Every game is different,” 

she said. “It’s never a given that 
we’re going to win.”
 Hounsome is happy that 
the final two games are at home 
in front of the faithful soccer 
fans at Rider, which might help 
the women light a spark in the 
game.
 “It will be good to be at 
home on the turf and especially 
to have a Friday night confer-
ence game under the lights,” 
Hounsome said.
 St. Peter’s is currently 
ranked 10th in the MAAC. 
 On Sunday, the Broncs 
will be competing against 
Manhattan. The Jaspers are 
ranked 9th in the MAAC with 
a 1-5-1 record.
 “Our chances of winning 
are good,” said Thompson. “We 
should dominate.”
 Hounsome is proud of the 
determination that the Broncs 
have shown.
 “The team is a very resil-
ient group,” Hounsome said. 
“They’ll be fired up for both 
games after the disappointment 
of this past weekend.” 
 Last weekend the Broncs 
ventured out to New Rochelle, 
N.Y., and Fairfield, Conn. to 
play against Iona and Fairfield. 
Iona, ranked third in the 
MAAC, finished the game tied 
at 1-1 after double overtime. 

Fairfield, ranked fifth in the 
MAAC, defeated Rider handily 
by a final score of 4-0.
 “There is a big home field 
advantage in college soccer, so 
it was disappointing not to get 
the away win,” Hounsome said.
 In the game against Iona, 
Rider jumped into the lead with 
a goal by Junior Abi Cottam 
7:53 into the second half. With 
less than two minutes remain-
ing in the game, the Gaels tied 
the score. It was the sixth time 
this year that Rider would play 
extra time.
 “Our ultimate goal is to 
win the conference tournament 
and it is getting close to crunch 
time,” Hounsome said. “The 
last weekend of the regular sea-
son will be an exciting time.”
 Thompson said she thinks 
Rider has a good chance of  
becoming MAAC champions, 
but in order to win, the team 
has to be constantly working 
hard.
 “We have to work hard 
every single day,” Thompson 
said. “We can’t switch off our 
game. We have to be working 
hard in every minute of every 
game and in practice.”

F. Hockey
Continued from p. 12

By Paige McAtee
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Rider aims for another tournament birth

Katelyn White/The Rider News

Junior Abi Cottam continues to find the back of the net this 
season when she scored against the Iona Gaels this past week.

said. “There’s some teams that 
can have special seasons and 
I’m hoping that we can be one 
of them.”
 This year, the MAAC could 
experience a season of historical 
proportion. Why? Because Iona 
and Fairfield are that good. 
Will Rider or another league 
foe have a different say? We’ll 
see.
 “Iona and Fairfield have 
the mix of high-level transfers 
and four-year players who have 
blossomed into high-level col-
lege players,” wrote Andy Katz, 
senior college basketball writer 
for ESPN.com. “Each team 
could win a NCAA tourna-
ment game or two in the right 
scenario.”
 In other words: good luck 
to the rest of the MAAC.

 “The game against Penn 
gave us the opportunity to keep 
our skills sharp and stay focused 
on our goals,” Hussong said.
 Having the team’s fellow 
student athletes come out to 
support to the Broncs on this 
night gave the team an addi-
tional confidence boost. 
  “Code Cranberry made the 
evening an exciting atmosphere 

for our team, and with the 
exception of allowing Penn to 
score very early on in the game, 
we hustled and played hard the 
remainder of the evening.”
 At 16-1, it is safe to say that 
this season has been a great one 
for the Broncs.  Throughout 
the years, Hussong has been 
able to coach a team that is 
always at the top of the stand-
ings. This team is just as special.
 “This year has been one of 
the best years that we have been 
a part of,” she said. “It has been 

so rewarding to see our team 
work hard to bond together in 
such a positive way. They know 
that they can always rely on 
each other to get through the 
tough times and the relation-
ships that have been cultivated 
will last a lifetime.”
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 In recent years, the MAAC 
has made a name for itself 
on the college basketball land-
scape. The conference contin-
ued to develop, turning into 
one of the more formidable 
mid-major leagues in the land.
 Siena’s three-year run 
from 2008-10 helped gain the 
MAAC recognition. The Saints 
won two first-round games in 
the NCAA Tournament, tee-
tered on the brink of the top 
25 poll multiple times and 
went from being a small school 
in upstate New York to becom-
ing nationally known.
 Manhattan won a March 
Madness contest against 
Florida in the first round of 
2004.
 And Rider’s Jason 
Thompson represented the 
MAAC as a lottery pick in the 
2008 NBA Draft.
 But this season, the MAAC 
has a chance to reach unprec-
edented territory. This year, the 
conference looks better than 
good; it looks scary good. For 
quite some time, the words 
“MAAC” and “at-large bid” 
simply didn’t fit in the same 
sentence, but in 2011-12, it’s 
not outlandish to believe that 
the MAAC can send two teams 
to the Big Dance.
 “We’re poised to have 

an at-large this year,” MAAC 
Commissioner Richard Ensor 
said at media day on Tuesday. 
“We think we can move the 
league up to the next level.”
 Looking at Iona and 
Fairfield on paper, it certainly 
seems feasible as the Gaels and 
Stags make up the frontline 
with talented Rider and experi-
enced Loyola (Md.), rounding 
out a terrific top-four for a 
mid-major conference. 
 With loaded squads in 
Iona and Fairfield, the MAAC 
hasn’t seen two teams of their 
caliber in quite some time.
 “The top of the league is 
probably as good as it’s been 
since I’ve been around,” Rider 
Head Coach Tommy Dempsey 
said. “I don’t know if we’ve had 
two teams get this much atten-
tion on a national level to start 
the season.”
 As Rider prepares for its 
season opener on Nov. 11 at 
Robert Morris, the MAAC 
has received an immense and 
uncommon amount of nation-
al attention, specifically Iona 
and Fairfield, two teams with 
high-major talent who happen 
to play in a mid-major setting.
 If the Broncs want to go 
dancing, they must trip up 
these two teams, and when 
breaking down both the Gaels 
and Stags, that seems like a dif-
ficult task.
 Iona is coming off a 25-win 

season with all its major pieces 
returning and the addition of 
some PAC-12 punch. Lamont 
“Momo” Jones, a guard who 
was the second-leading scorer 
on an Arizona team that went 
to the Elite Eight last season, 
transferred to Iona to live clos-
er to his ailing grandmother. 
He was granted a hardship 
waiver and, therefore, is eli-
gible to play this season on an 
Iona squad that was picked to 
win the conference by MAAC 
coaches before Jones was even 
granted eligibility.
 The former Wildcat joins 
an already lethal, up-and-
down offensive attack. Senior 
Michael Glover, the once Big 
East recruit and now Preseason 
Player of the Year, returns as the 
league’s top scorer (18.4 ppg.) 
and rebounder (10.1 rpg). 
Alongside him will be senior 
point guard Scott Machado, 

America’s second-ranked assist 
man last season (7.5 apg.) 
and three-point snipers Jermel 
Jenkins, a senior, and Kyle 
Smyth, a junior.
 A message from college 
basketball experts: Look out.
 “If Jones can buy into 
the team concept, Iona could 
be one of the top mid-major 
teams in the country,” wrote 
Jeff Goodman of CBSSports.
com.
 Speaking of transfers and 
touted mid-majors, Fairfield 
is neck-and-neck with Iona as 
tipoff nears. The Stags cap-
tured the MAAC regular sea-
son title last year, but were 
stunned by Saint Peter’s in the 
semifinals of the league tour-
nament. Last season’s 25-win 
crew is leaps-and-bounds bet-
ter entering ’11-’12.
 Fairfield owned one of 
the peskiest defenses in all 
of Division I last year, and 
this season, it added two big-
time transfers to bolster the 
offense. The Stags welcome 
former Boston College starter, 
6’5” senior Rakim Sanders, 
an offensively gifted forward, 
as well as 5’8” junior guard 
Desmond Wade, a transfer 
from Houston.
 The star newcomers join 
a star cast led by junior Derek 
Needham, a top-25 point 
guard in the country, accord-
ing to CBS experts, and 7’0” 

senior center Ryan Olander, 
who holds down the paint.
 Combine the lockdown 
defense with the improved 
offense, and first-year Head 
Coach Sydney Johnson could 
have a special season.
 “If Sanders is great, the 
Stags could, like Iona, advance 
in March provided they earn a 
bid to the field of 68,” wrote 
Gary Parrish of CBSSports.
com.
 In previous years, Rider 
has typically flown under the 
radar because it was overshad-
owed by conference favorites. 
Once again, this proves true. 
The Broncs were picked fourth 
in the MAAC Coaches poll, 
but are legitimate sleepers to 
the two-team monster earning 
all the hype.
 The Broncs, as in years 
past, have an athletic, fast and 
exciting group. Senior swing-
man and preseason First Team 
All-MAAC selection Novar 
Gadson leads the way with 
sharpshooting Virginia trans-
fer Jeff Jones, a senior, and an 
exceptionally deep roster join-
ing him.
 If Rider can buckle down 
on the defensive end, there’s no 
reason why it can’t hang with 
the big boys because offensive-
ly, they can run with the best of 
them.
 “There’s going to be a real 
fight to the finish,” Dempsey 

Jordan Hall

Rider pegged underdog in top-heavy MAAC

Cross Country running for top-tier finish

 The cross country 
teams kick off the MAAC 
Championships  today at Van 
Cortlandt Park, hosted by 
Manhattan, with both the men 
and women setting their sights 
on finishing in the top three.
 To have a chance at a top 
spot, the women will have 
to defeat strong teams such 
as Loyola (Md.) and Marist, 
according to Head Coach Bob 
Hamer.
 “It will be very difficult, but 
I’m hopeful that we will race at 
a very high level,” he said. “We 
have a very solid group this year 
and we are hopeful that we can 
race at the top of our potential 
and earn a great team result.”
 The men will have to fight 
off the Iona Gaels, who are cur-
rently ranked nationally in the 
top 10.
 Freshman Anthony 
Dentino has been the top fin-
isher on the men’s side this 
season, winning his first col-
legiate race at the TCNJ Blue/
Gold Classic, completing the 
5K course in 15:55.9. 
 “Anthony is having a great 
freshman season and his goal is 

to finish in the top 15,” Hamer 
said. “It will be his first MAAC 
Championship, so there is a bit 
of unfamiliarity, but I am con-
fident that he will do very well.”
 As for the women, senior 
Heather Giovagnoli has been 
the leader, finishing first in the 
Blue/Gold Classic with a time 
of 18:58. 
 “Heather is very expe-
rienced and she has a great 
chance of finishing in the top 

10 and earning All MAAC hon-
ors,” Hamer said. “I’m very 
pleased with her training and if 
she has the race that she is ready 
to run, she will do very well.”
 Last year’s tournament 
finished with the men placing 
third and the women finishing 
seventh. Iona finished first in 
both the men’s and women’s 
events.
 “Iona is definitely the 
favorite on the team and indi-

vidual side,” said Hamer. “It 
will be very challenging for us 
to improve on the men’s top 
three finish from last year but 
that is our goal. The women are 
a much better team this year 
and we have a goal of finishing 
in the top three.”
 Senior Michael Lindner, 
juniors Sean Donohue and Meg 
Elgin are other runners that 
have also done well for the 
Broncs in previous races this 

season. 
 Lindner finished 64th 
among the 189 runners at the 
Penn State National Invite, and 
first overall for the Broncs, in 
the 5.2-mile course.  
 “Mike Lindner and Sean 
Donohue are having very strong 
seasons for us and both have the 
capability to place in the top 
15,” Hamer said.
 Elgin placed 20th out of 
the 117 runners at the Fordham 
Fiasco, covering the 3.1 mile 
course in 19:02.38.
 “Meg Elgin is returning 
from injury and she will be a 
nice addition to our lineup,” 
Hamer said. 
 Both teams are healthy 
and fit right now and expecta-
tions are high coming into the 
MAAC Championships. 
 “I am very excited for the 
meet,” Hamer said. “We have 
raced well this year but we still 
have not put together that per-
fect complete race. That is the 
main goal for Friday.”

CROSS COUNTRY

Bud Focht/Rider University

Freshman Anthony Dentino (left) has been one of the bright stars for cross country this season.
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 For the men’s soccer team, wins have been hard to 
come by. The Broncs dropped two more games against 
Niagara (8-4-4, 3-2-3 MAAC) and Canisius (4-11-1, 
2-5-1 MAAC) last weekend, dropping their record to 
3-11-1 and 2-5 in the MAAC.
 The Broncs will be looking for redemption this 
weekend as they look to improve upon their MAAC 
record. They will be facing off against Marist (6-6-4, 
2-4-1 MAAC) and Siena (4-8-2, 1-4-2 MAAC). Rider 
lost both contests against these teams last season.
 “I’m going to match the intensity from this past 
weekend going into Marist and Siena,” junior goalie 
Matt Perrella said. “We need two wins and everyone, 
including myself, needs to bring their best perfor-
mances of the season.”
 Last weekend, Niagara defeated the Broncs in 
shutout fashion, 3-0. Rider was unable to rally two 
days later, when it took on Canisius. The Griffs didn’t 
break the 0-0 deadlock until 11 minutes into the 
second half when a penalty kick was awarded and 
converted. The goal from the spot would prove to be 
the game-winning goal even though the Purple Eagles 
would tack on two more goals. 
 Corey Diamond, a graduate student, was confi-
dent in his teams play against the MAAC rivals.
 “Against Niagara, we completely dominated the 
first half and should have put them away when we had 

the chance. The second half we came out flat and gave 
away two goals because of mental mistakes.”
 The Broncs, who celebrated Senior Day prior to 
the game against Canisius, focused its attention on get-
ting a positive result. Rider held the lead for virtually 
the whole game before the final three minutes in the 
second half, where a window of opportunity opened 
for the Griffs. They were able to find the back of the 
net, and the game would head into overtime. 
 In the overtime period, an errant rebound spelled 
trouble for the Broncs. After junior goalkeeper Matt 
Perrella made a save, the ball landed on the foot of an 
attacking Canisius forward, who put the ball in the 
back of the net.
 “Against Canisius, we really went into the game 
fired up for the seniors,” Perrella said. “We all agreed 
that getting a win for them was the top priority after 
all they have done for this program. Once again, we 
played very strong in the first half and we just couldn’t 
finish it off. We are going through the growing pains 
and [we’re] all confident that soon enough things will 
go our way.” 
 Heading into the final weekend, the Broncs must 
record wins and Diamond understands that.
 “As far as the weekend, we need two wins and we 
are looking at both games as must-win contests to land 
a first-round bye in the MAAC Championships, which 
has been our goal all along,” he said. “Both games are 
capable of being won. It is just a matter of playing well 
for 90 minutes, opposed to 80 minutes, and learning 
to finish games off.”
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 The field hockey team is 
coming off back-to-back wins 
against Pennsylvania (3-12) and 
Robert Morris (8-11), giving 
the Broncs a 16-1 record for the 
season and their third straight 
NEC regular season champion-
ship. The Broncs will have one 
more game against St. Francis 
before they begin the NEC 
Championships on Nov. 4., 
hoping to clinch their second 
consecutive NEC Title.
 Head Coach Lori Hussong 
is happy with how the season 
has gone so far. The Broncs 
are the 20th-ranked team in 
America, according to the ACR 
ratings on fieldhockeycorner.
com and a big reason for that 
has been teamwork.
 “We feel the key to our suc-
cess has been the great chemis-
try and camaraderie that exist 
among our players,” Hussong 
said. “This year’s team is made 
up of 21 players who have 
worked hard, sacrificed and 
dedicated themselves to mak-
ing a commitment to strive 
and reach their goals. Each and 
every player accepted their roles 
and remained loyal and unself-
ish and we could not be more 
proud of their success both on 

and off the field.”
 On Sunday, the Broncs 
head to Pennsylvania to face St. 
Francis (5-13). Hussong knows 
the importance of the Broncs’ 
final regular season game.
 “Our game versus St. 
Francis will be important as we 
would like to finish conference 
play the best way possible,” 
she said. “St. Francis has a lot 
riding on this game as well 
because a win would give them 
a possible chance to get into the 
playoffs.”
 After the St. Francis game, 
the Broncs will need to quickly 
focus on the start of the NEC 
tournament.
 “Going into Championship 
weekend is always exciting,” 
Hussong said. “We know that 
everyone is looking to advance 
and that anything can happen 
if we are not ready to play. We 
know we have to out-work the 
other teams and play to our 
potential in order to advance 
and we will try and do our very 
best.”
 Against Robert Morris 
(8-11), the Broncs not only 
won by a final score of 8-0, but 
they also celebrated Senior Day.
 “Our Robert Morris game 
was one of the biggest games 
of the season as a lot was riding 
on the outcome of that game,” 
Hussong said.  “In winning we 

clinched our third consecutive 
NEC regular season champi-
onship, but most importantly, 
home field advantage for the 
NEC tournament.”
 Hussong also showed her 
appreciation to the seniors, 
especially captain Virginia 
Egusquisa.
 “Virginia, as well as all the 
seniors, have been outstanding 
leaders and role models for our 
younger plays to look up to. 
Virginia is the glue that keeps 
our team together,” Hussong 
said. “Her skills and her field 
sense are unbelievable as she 
helps to elevate the level of play 
of everyone around her.”
 She also praised her defen-
sive leader, goalie Rebecca 
Lotito.
 “Tito has grown into an 
outstanding goalkeeper and our 
vocal leader on the field,” she 
said. “She communicates so 
well with our defense and is a 
big reason why we have experi-
enced success this season.”
 On Wednesday, the 
Broncs faced UPenn on Code 
Cranberry night, winning eas-
ily by a final score of 7-1. 
Sophomore Sandra Penas fin-
ished the game with a hat trick. 
Hussong was impressed with 
the team’s ability on the field 
last night.

Howard Spaeth/The Rider News

Senior Sal Lubrano sends the ball into mouth of the 
goal during the Broncs match against Canisius.

Dozen Get Better than this
Rider beats Penn for 12th straight victory before season finale

Katelyn White/The Rider News

With senior Virginia Egusquiza’s (left) college career ending, 
freshman Eefje Kok will look to take over where she left off.

Men’s soccer feels last-minute heartbreak
See F. Hockey, p.10
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