
 
 
 Rider moved into 21st 
place on U.S. News and World 
Report’s list of Best Colleges in 
the Regional University North 
division, a 15-spot jump from 
last year’s ranking of 36. 
 Rider was tied with Rowan 
University and three other 
schools, with only one other 
New Jersey school out of the 17 
in its division, The College of 
New Jersey, ahead of Rider on 
the list.  
 There are 193 schools in 
Rider’s division. 
 A combination of new 
facilities, accredited academic 
programs, sustainability efforts, 
and student ambition were 
some of the main reasons cited 
for the improved ranking.
 Rider also was again includ-
ed in The Princeton Review’s 
list of The Best 376 Colleges, 
and was ranked 520 on Forbes’ 
list of America’s top 650 col-
leges—up from 568 last year. 
 There are 2,618 accred-
ited four-year colleges and 
universities there are in the 
United States, according to 
the Association of American 
Colleges and Universities.
 “The fact that we’re in the 
top tier of Northeastern univer-
sities has been helpful to us,” 
said Dean of Students Anthony 
Campbell. “Moving up 15 plac-
es [on the US News and World 
Report’s Best Colleges List] just 
shows that we’re getting even 

better.” 
 “I’m sure the new building 
and improved theater helped, 
as well as the ongoing beauti-
fication of the campus,” said 
senior secondary education and 
history major Keith Warncke 
when asked to give his thought 
on why the university rose in 
the ranks. “Rider also has a lot 
of good programs, like business 
and education, that continue to 
improve.”
 The magazine ranks the 
colleges and universities in 
their respective regions based 
on quality and value. 
 The schools are divided into 
categories and then rated based 
on the Carnegie Foundation for 
the Advancement of Teaching’s 
Carnegie Classification 
of Institutions of Higher 
Education, a sorting system 
U.S. News has used for its rank-
ings since 1983. 
 The system also is used 
by the U.S. Department of 
Education as a way to orga-
nize data and determine which 
schools are most eligible for 
grants. 
 According to U.S. News, 
75 percent of a school’s rank-
ing is based on a formula that 
measures academic quality, con-
sisting of student retention rate, 
faculty resources, student selec-
tivity, financial resources and 
alumni giving. 
 The other 25 percent 
is based on a survey of high 
school gudiance counselors and  
peer assessment from the other 

colleges in the category of that 
school in which the president, 
provost and dean of admissions 
rate the quality of academics 
of the school. According to the 
U.S. News’ website, the annual 
rankings overall produce a mea-
surement of a school’s “student 
body, its faculty, academics and 
its financial resources, along 
with outcome measures that 
signal how well the institution 
does its job of educating stu-
dents.” 
 So why the big jump for 
Rider? 

“I loved that with the addi-
tion of the new buildings the 
campus looks so much more 
clean and beautiful,” said fresh-
man Emmy Abdill. “It makes 
the campus just an altogether 
great place to live and learn.”

Freshman Sami Glick also 
opted to attend Rider because 
of the progresses in these cer-
tain areas.

“I chose Rider because they 
have a great academic program 
for my major, and it was eco-
friendly,” she said.

The current seniors that 

have seen the improvements 
occuring at Rider over the span 
of four years have noticed the 
positive reputation these chang-
es have provided the school.
 “The nice new building and 
revamped theater are probably 
what caused the jump,” said 
secondary education and his-
tory major Michelle Meredith. 
“I feel like [Rider] has also been 
doing more free stuff like amaz-
ing food at University Day and 
Cranberry Fest.”
 Dean of Enrollment Jamie 
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AAUP in midst of negotiations

 While students struggle to 
balance classes, extracurricular 
activities and their social lives, 
they probably don’t realize that 
their professors and administra-
tors are struggling with a very 
different issue: the negotiation 
of the faculty union contracts.

 All Rider employees who 
are members of the American 
Association of University 
Professors (AAUP) are current-
ly working under an extended 
contract, which is set to expire 
next Friday. The agreement 
originally expired on Aug. 31 
and has been extended until the 
end of September, so that the 

parties can continue to negoti-
ate a new contract. However, 
the process has been slow, 
according to both the union 
and the administration. 
 AAUP is the union on cam-
pus that represents the faculty, 
including adjuncts, coaches and 
professional librarians at Rider.
 Issues on the table for dis-

cussion include compensation, 
how academic decisions are 
made at Rider and the role of 
faculty in those decisions.
 “There are a large number 
of very complex issues on the 
table and there are no short cuts 
to finding mutually acceptable 
resolutions,” Robert Stoto, asso-

www.thebcobserver.com
See AAUP, p. 3
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The presidential race 
and teachers’ tenure reforms 
were the main topics for Gov. 
Chris Christie and Gov. Mitch 
Daniels, who have both been in 
the national spotlight as poten-
tial presidential candidates, 
during a question-and-answer 
session hosted by the Rebovich 
Institute for New Jersey Politics 
on Thursday.
 Approximately 350 Rider 
students, faculty and communi-
ty members attended the event 
in the renovated BLC theater.  
 Benjamin Dworkin, direc-
tor of the Rebovich Institute 
referred to the governors in his 
opening address as the “dynam-
ic duo.” 
 “When each of these men 
speaks, people pay attention and 
rightfully so,” Dworkin said. 
“The future of the Republican 
Party as well as our nation is 
being impacted by the leader-
ship of these two gentlemen.”
 Topics within the discus-
sion included healthcare, hon-
esty in government, the debt 
crisis and Daniels’ accomplish-
ments as governor. 
 Daniels served as senior 
advisor to President Ronald 
Reagan and as director of 
Office Management and 
Budget for President George 
W. Bush. Contrary to popular 
belief, these positions did not 
prepare him for a gubernatorial 
career as much as his experience 
in business, Daniels said. The 
roles of CEO for the Hudson 
Institute and as president of 
Eli Lilly and Company’s North 
American Pharmaceutical 
Operations, among other man-
agement positions, taught him 
“how to make ends meet and  

how to find ways to identify 
those things that separate the 
must-do from the nice to-do 
items.”
 Former Gov. Jon Corzine 
attempted and failed to follow 
Daniels’ lead to draw on the 
private sector to lease toll roads. 
Daniels’ 10-year, $10 billion 
Major Moves plan; leased toll 
roads under strict regulations 
and rebuild infrastructure, in 
order to generate income for 
Indiana and expand Indiana 
highways. 
 “It is something that if gov-
ernment does it well, it enables 
the private sector to flourish,” 
said Daniels. 
 Corzine was reluctant to 
completely lease New Jersey 
roads. The plan was too com-
plicated to explain to citi-
zens.  

 “Simplicity matters,” he 
said. 
 Education was another hot 
topic for the two politicians. 
Christie’s proposed teacher ten-
ure reforms are similar to those 
recently passed by Daniels. 
An audience member asked 
the governors about repairing 
their relationships with teachers 
“before continuing with confi-
dence in education reform.” 
 “I’m willing to repair a rela-
tionship that’s willing to be 
productive,” Christie said. “My 
position regarding the teachers’ 
union has been the same from 
the time I got into the race until 
today. That is, when they’re 
ready to come forward and 
be participants in meaningful 
reform that will improve, espe-
cially, urban educational oppor-
tunities for our kids, thenI will 

sit at a table with them any 
time. If they want to continue 
to pass on to me warmed-over 
protections of a failed status 
quo, then they can continue 
to stand outside my office and 
look in the window.” 
 Both governors have stated 
that they will not be running 
for president in 2012.
 “It’s got to be something 
that you and your family really 
believes is not only the right 
thing to do, but I think what 
you must do at that time in 
your life both for you and for 
your country,” Christie said. 
“And for me, the answer to that 
is, ‘It isn’t’.”
 Daniels has pushed for 
Christie to run for president, 
but respects his decision not to 
join the race. 

SECURITY BRIEFS

Heads Up

 A female resident stu-
dent  was struck in the 
head by the plastic gate guard 
in the West Village parking 
lot on Monday, Sept 5. 

 She explained that 
after swiping her card to 
let her father into the park-
ing lot, the gate arm did 
not immediately come back 
down. 

The victim then walked 
back through the gate and 
the arm came down on the 
left side of her forehead. 
She did not request medical 
attention, though Facilities 
was notified of the faulty 
gate arm. 

Fighting a Theft

 Public Safety arrived at 
Wright Hall on the report of 
a burglary on Thursday, Sept. 
8 at about 3 p.m. 
 The female victim said 
that her laptop was stolen 
after leaving her room with 
the door unlocked to visit a 
friend down the hall. Shortly 
after, the victim’s roommate 
arrived and reported her iPod 
stolen. 
 Further investigation 
revealed possible witnesses. 
The roommates then enlisted 
the help of Lawrence Police,  
who identified and arrested a 
suspect.

Packed Pub

 On Saturday, Sept. 10, 
Public Safety officers were 
forced to shut down the Pub 
due to over capacity.
 A large crowd of students 
waiting to enter had formed 
outside of the already packed 
student hangout.
 Out of safety concern, 
Public Safety with the help of 
Lawrence Twp. Police closed 
the Pub for the remainder of 
that night.

Drug Bust

 For two residents, 
Saturday,  Sept. 17, did not 
end on the high they were 
hoping for when Public 
Safety approached them 
under the suspicion that they 
were smoking marijuana. 
 The students denied 
they were smoking, but after 
Public Safety said they could 
clearly smell the drugs, the 
students admitted to smok-
ing. The matter has been 
referred to the Office of 
Community Standards. 

 Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.
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Coming
Up ...

Friday, Sept. 23
Itlalian American Festival, 
12:00 p.m., Mercer County 
Park

Late Night at REC, 8 p.m., 
SRC

Pub Night, 9 p.m., BLC Pub

Saturday, Sept. 24
ACS Block Party, 6 p.m., 
BLC Patio

Soyoung Kim Accompanying 
Recital, 7 p.m., Williamson 
Hall Lounge

90’s Dance Party Featuring 
Ruthie from The Real World 
Hawaii, 9 p.m., Cavalla Room

Princeton Bible Church, 6 
p.m., The Playhouse Room

Sunday, Sept. 25
Jamie Greenfield: Bodies of 
Work, 12 p.m., Art Gallery

Erin  Greenf ie ld 
Accompanying Recital, 
7 p.m., Williamson Hall 
Lounge

Monday, Sept. 26
Alumni Seminar Series,  
5:15 p.m., Swiegart 115

Kappa Alpha Psi Celebration 
of Love, 8 p.m., Fireside 
Lounge

Tuesday, Sept. 27
Liberal Arts Career Services 
Open House, 9 a.m., Fine 
Arts 207

Jamie Greenfield: Bodies of 
Work, 11 a.m., Art Gallery

Wednesday, Sept. 28
ACS Coffee Hour, 7:30 a.m., 
Lawn between P.J.Ciambelli 
Hall and Franklin F. Moore 
Library

Jamie Greenfield: Bodies of 
Work, 11 a.m., Art Gallery

Rosh Hashanah, 5 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 29
Science Career Services Open 
House, 9 a.m., Science 337

Jamie Greenfield: Bodies of 
Work, 11 a.m., Art Gallery

Compiled by Rachel Stengel
To list your event, e-mail
ridernews@rider.edu
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Christie, Daniels discuss hot topics

Nate  LaBrusciano/The Rider News

Gov. Chris Christie and Gov. Mitch Daniels met in the newly renovated BLC theater on Thursday 
afternoon. They discussed many hot topics including healthcare and teacher tenure reform.

By Rachel Stengel
stengelr@theridernews.com

See Governors, p. 4



O’Hara believes that Rider’s 
success on the national stage is 
a credit to “the continued suc-
cess of our students.”

“Rider has improved the 
academic profile of the stu-
dents that it accepts and the 
percentage of students who 
graduate in four years,” he said. 
“Additionally, Rider increased 
its reputation score, which is 
compiled from peer institutions 
and the high school guidance 
community.  This is a reflection 
of our talented faculty, staff and 
students and the investment 
that has been made to improve 
our campus facilities over the 
last seven years.” 

 Despite such advancements 
in the university’s overall repu-
tation, O’Hara feels that Rider’s 
new spot on U.S News’ Best 
Colleges list won’t change the 
current rate of undergraduate 
enrollment. He believes that 
it is important for prospective 
students to consider the rank-
ings, but also visit Rider and see 
if it is the right fit for them. 
 “The higher ranking will 
not affect the university admis-
sion rate of enrollment,” he 
said. “However, some of the 
areas that the survey tracks 
including student selectivity, 
retention and peer assessment, 
are important to the health of 
any university.   Because Rider 
continues to show progress in 
these critical areas, we will see 
benefits beyond this reporting.”

 For Campbell, one of 
Rider’s main attributes and rea-
sons for going up the 15 spots 
is the students’ ambition to 
not only graduate, but graduate 
with honors, awards and experi-
ence.
 “They are taking advan-
tage of some of the co-ops and 
internships and that helps in 
the reputational part of the uni-
versity,” he said.
 Campbell feels that the 

work Rider students put forth 
on and off campus in the many 
different organizations they are 
involved in reflects positively 
on the university. 
 “When you start looking 
at how we as an institution 
are doing in the number of 
Fulbright scholars, the num-
ber of students who’ve won 
the state teaching awards, how 
we’re doing with Model UN, 
our students are really achiev-

ing at a high level nationally. I 
think that has had a lot to do 
with our ranking as well.”
 He added that the qual-
ity of student Rider attracts 
also increase the school’s overall 
character.
 “They’re seeing that there 
is a value at Rider, that there 
is something special about this 
place and our community,” he 
said. “When people come here 
and make Rider their home and 
they make it their community, 
they tend to add that energy.”
 To read more on the 
advancements Rider has made 
in the past year for it to earn the 
new spot on U.S. News’ Best 
College list, visit www.nj.com 
for an editorial by The Times 
of Trenton on the universties 
improvements.
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For Campbell, one of work Rider students put forth 

with our ranking as well.”

place and our community,” he 

‘When people come here and make 
Rider their home and they make it 
their community, they tend to add that 
energy’

-Dean of Students Anthony Campbell
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ciate vice president of Human 
Resources & Affirmative Action 
and chief negotiator for the 
administration, stated in an 
e-mail sent Thursday. “Much 
has changed in the world since 
this agreement was last negoti-
ated in 2007 and it is important 
that both sides take this oppor-
tunity to thoughtfully review 
how the terms of the agreement 
impact the University’s ability 
to remain a vibrant, student-
centered institution.”

Dr. Jeffrey Halpern, 
Contract Administrator and 
Chief Grievance Officer  for 
AAUP and a sociology profes-

sor, said that he is less optimis-
tic than he hoped he would 
be about the negotiation pro-
cess. 
 “We’re a long way from 
where I would like to be,” he 
said. “I would have hoped that 
we would have reached agree-
ment on many, many more 
issues than we have, but we are 
still working.”
 According to Stoto the 
issues are many and complicat-
ed, and the changes in the eco-
nomic situation present many 
challenges to the negotiations.
 “While I share Dr. 
Halpern’s wish that the process 
was further along than it is, I 
also know that we should not 
miss this important opportuni-
ty to take stock of those articles 

of the labor agreement that 
directly impact the university’s 
ability to meet its mission,” he 
said.
 Most of the issues that have 
been discussed between both 
parties have been technical, 
according to Halpern. Issues 
like union rights, who the 
union represents, how academic 
decisions are made and the role 
of faculty in those decisions 
have been discussed, but not 
settled. The most contentious 
issue, Halpern said. has yet to 
be discussed: compensation. 
 “[Compensation is] sal-
ary, but it’s also medical ben-
efits, it’s retirement benefits, 
it’s tuition subsidy the faculty 
get,” Halpern said. “It’s all of 
those things. We’re going to 

take a position that Rider has 
been able to attract some of the 
very best faculty in the country 
by being competitive, and that 
we need to continue to be com-
petitive.”
 When the current contract 
was negotiated in 2007, union 
members made anywhere from 
$54,435 to $92,455. While 
that may seem like a solid start-
ing salary, Halpern said it is 
important to consider the fact 
that most union members spent 
many years in school earning 
their doctorate instead of mak-
ing money. 
 Halpern believes that the 
most difficult issue in terms of 
compensation to settle will be 
medical benefits. 
 “The big issue here, we 
think, will be the university has 
proposed a medical insurance 
plan which would, if you think 
of our unit as a single sort of 
body, cost our unit another half 
a million dollars for their medi-
cal insurance,” he said.
 Stoto stated that the eco-
nomic downturn has affected 
many families and college-
bound students. In response, 
Rider has put more money into 
financial aid and scholarships 
for those students. 
 “Continuing investments 
in our faculty and staff as well 
as in scholarships and facili-
ties remains an important pri-
ority,” he said. “Universities 
throughout the country have 
been forced to deal with finding 
the right balance of such invest-
ments, and Rider University is 
no different.  For these reasons, 
finding common ground on the 
economic issues that directly 
impact our ability to meet these 
compelling needs will be a sig-
nificant challenge but it is one 
where I believe the parties have 
a shared interest.”
 Rider’s AAUP website pro-
vides additional information on 
this issue.
“We… gathered information on 
how much the University spends 
per bargaining unit member 
on health insurance and retire-
ment,” the site explains. “The 

University spends on average 
$10,282 per eligible bargain-
ing unit member for medical 
insurance. We compared this 
to nine comparable private not-
for-profit Universities in the 
region and discovered that the 
weighted mean was $11,770; 
there were only three institu-
tions that spent less than Rider 
per eligible member.” 
 Halpern stated that union 
members do not want to pay 
more for their health insurance.
 So, will the parties extend 
the union contract a second 
time? 
 “At this stage it is not like-
ly that the parties will reach 
final agreement by the end of 
this month, and the University 
remains committed to continu-
ing the dialogue as long as the 
discussions remain productive,” 
Stoto said, adding that it is 
often difficult to predict how 
negotiations will pan out. 
 Halpern, though unsure, 
had a more direct answer.
 “Whether we’ll extend or 
not, I don’t know,” he said. 
“Will we continue to extend 
indefinitely? That, I’m sure, the 
answer is no.”
 According to Halpern, 
protecting the rights of union 
members and what they have 
gained, not a strike, is the goal.
 “A strike is not a goal and 
it’s not an end, it’s a means,” 
Halpern said. “It is the last 
means. It’s the last resort, and 
we won’t go there unless we 
think we have no other choice. 
But if we think we have no 
other choice, we will go there.”
 If the AAUP does decide to 
strike, it will very much affect 
the student body. 
 “Your faculty will not be in 
class. Your librarians will not be 
available to help, coaches will 
not be available and so on. That 
is obviously not something we 
want to see happen.”
 

AAUP
Continued from p. 1
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Checking for updates 
on your classes wherever you 
go just got easier. Last week, 
Blackboard officially launched a 
mobile application, Blackboard 
Mobile Learn. 

The BlackBoard Learn 
application is a free applica-
tion available for students, fac-
ulty and staff. It is available for 
Blackberry, iPhone, iPad, iPod 
Touch, Android and HP web 
OS devices. 

“Blackboard mobile Learn 
enables students and faculty 
to access much of the content 
already available on Blackboard 
Learn from your mobile devic-
es,” according to the website. 

An email introducing the 
new service was sent out on 
Sept. 14 by Associate Vice 
President for the Office of 
Information Technology, Carol 
Kondrach. It included a scan-
nable code and instructions on 
how to access the application.

Students select Rider 
University and then log in 
with their Easypass username 
and password, just like on the 
Blackboard website.  The appli-
cation contains many of the 
same features that are available 

on the standard Blackboard site. 
Students can view announce-
ments set by their professors. 
The mobile application offers 
instant access to announcements 
such as class being cancelled 
or homework assignments that 
were posted. Discussion boards 
allow students to communicate 
with classmates and instructors. 
Professors can respond to the 
discussion board for all students 
in the class to view. Students 
can track the progress of various 
actions with the task feature. 
Class rosters are availble to view 
as well as grades. Interaction 
with classmates is further facili-
tated with the blogging and 
journal features. Comments 
can be posted on others’ blogs 
and students can view others’ 
journal postings. Videos, music 
and images uploaded by profes-
sors can be viewed on the go 
with the mobile device.  
  There are a few limitations 
as well. Assignments can only 
be viewed, which means there is 
no submission option available. 
 There is no Grade 
Center integration for faculty. 
Sharestream Media, Wimba 
Classroom and flash-based con-
tent is only accessible from a 
desktop or laptop. 
 The impact on students’ 
learning is unclear, according to 

Kondrach.
 “It will create opportuni-
ties for faculty and students to 
explore potential uses, collabo-

rate and share ideas,” Kondrach 
said. 
 Students are pleased with 
the services the new application 

offers.
 “It’s a quick way to see 
what’s going on in your class 
when you can’t get to a com-
puter,” said sophomore Iliana 
Matienzo. “It’s pretty simple 
too. It lists the classes you are 
taking for the semester and 
any previous classes you’ve had 
before. It has all the documents 
you’d usually see through the 
Blackboard website so you 
know what’s for homework 
right after class. There’s even a 
part where you can see the clubs 
and organizations that you are 
in if they are on Blackboard. 
Plus, you can make the classes 
that you have this semester as 
your favorites so you won’t get 
confused about which classes 
are in the past.”
 The application still has 
room for improvement, accord-
ing to freshman Kyrie Bruce.
 “It’s pretty much the same 
thing as the online version,” 
said Bruce. “You just can’t 
upload assignments and it also 
crashes every now and then, 
which makes it difficult to use.”
 Students can visit www.
rider.edu/bbmobilelearn_stu-
dents for more information. 
The website includes frequently 
asked questions. There is also 
a PDF instructional guide for 
each device. 

Rider launches new Blackboard mobile app 
By Milvian Prieto 
and Rachel Stengel
rstengel@theridernews.com

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

A screenshot of the Blackboard Learn application shows the 
various features available on mobile devices for students. 

“I’m not taking, ‘No,’ from 
Christie...I’m taking, ‘Not yet.’”
 Christie and Daniels dis-
cussed their views of politicians 
vying for the White House. 
They agreed that “politicians on 
a national stage underestimate 
the American people, in both 
parties.” In response to why 
they have been repeatedly asked 
to announce their candidacy, 
Christie said that Americans are 
looking for honest politicians. 
 “I think that what the 
country is thirsting for more 
than anything else right now is 
someone of stature and credibil-
ity to look [Americans] in the 
eye and tell them that, ‘Here’s 
where I want us to go to deal 
with this crisis.’ The fact that 
nobody yet who’s run for presi-
dent has done that effectively is 
why we continue to hear people 
ask Daniels if he’ll reconsider 
and if I’ll reconsider.”
 The Rebovich Institute has 
two objectives: to raise the level 
of political discourse and to 
train the next level of political 
leaders, according to Dworkin. 
The Institute’s reputation of 
acquiring high-profile speakers 
continues to draw students to 
Rider.
 “Honestly, the reason why 
I picked Rider was because 
of events like this,” freshman 
Michael Ward said. “I’m a polit-

ical science major and when 
I heard about the Rebovich 
Institute, I knew I had to come 
here. There’s just so many high 
profile people. Just the exposure 
[Rider] has to politics is great.”
 The Institute gives stu-
dents, faculty and the commu-
nity the chance to bear politi-
cal figures first hand, which 
is an opportunity not many 
people experience, according to 
Dworkin.
 “You have what you learn 
in the classroom then you 
come here and you get to meet 
and interact with the people 
you’re studying.” Political 
Communication minor Charles 
Measley said. “You get that extra 
edge once you leave [Rider}.”
 Gov. Mitch Daniels’ book 
Keeping the Republic: Saving 
America by Truting Americans 
was available for purchase after 
the event. Those who attended 
the event could get their copy 
autographed by Daniels in the 
Fireside Lounge. 

GOVERNORS
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50th Celebration
School of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Celebrating 50 years from September 2011 to June 2012 

Are you interested in writing for a certain topic? The Rider 
News is looking for beat writers for topics such as: Greek Life, 
Sustainability, Clubs and Organizations, Student Government 
Association and Campus Life. 
Contact Rachel Stengle at stengelr@theridernews.com or 
Katie Zeck at zeckk@theridernews.com

Passport to the World
October 26 3:00-5:00, Cavalla Room

100 years of Crystallography
October 27 – 4:30-6:30, SWG 115

Speaker Karl Rove 
November, TBD

Film Festival  with  Gerald 
Perry
February 29, TBD

Performance – The Producers 
April 21, New BLC Theatre

Speaker Governor  Florio 

Tentative
Spring, TBD

Academic Freedom Event
March or April, TBD

Readings by Alumni Authors 

Spring, TBD

Commencement 2012 - 1st 

graduating classes 
May 11, 2012, Campus Green

Big Bash Party – Reunion 

Weekend   
June 09, 2012, TBD
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Clothing is optional at Bodies of Art exhibition

Jamie Greenfield’s Bodies of Work, 
the latest exhibition being shown in 
Rider University’s Art Gallery, opened 
on Thursday, and will remain on display 
until Sunday, Oct. 23.

The collection of 35 pieces is mostly 
focused on drawings of the human body 
in its natural form, while still managing 
to incorporate a few detailed doll draw-
ings into the mix.

At first glance, one may wonder 
why the two types of drawings are col-
laborating to form a single exhibit when 
the subject matter is so different, but 
one thing all the drawings have in com-
mon? They are sure to get a reaction.

Dr. Harry Naar, professor at Rider 
and director of the Art Gallery, hopes 
that people will “come to their own con-
clusions” about the exhibit. He added, 
however, “It’s interesting because she is a 
female artist dealing with both male and 
female figures.”

He said he asked Greenfield to show 
in the gallery for its educational value.

“I thought showing drawings would 
be really advantageous to the students 
because we teach drawing here, includ-
ing drawing of the figure,” said Naar. 
“Students [can] also see how an artist 
[can] take something that may seem 
insignificant—like a doll—and trans-
form it into art.”

Greenfield spends her time in 
Lawrenceville, where she works with 
students of her own, teaching various art 
classes at The Lawrenceville School.

“I usually try a lot of different things 
and walk all around until something 
strikes me,” she said.

The main subjects of her exhibi-
tion are the bodies of both a male and 
a female, which she says she has always 

been fascinated by.
“From my first Life Drawing class 

as an undergraduate art student, I have 
been devoted to the beauty and the chal-
lenges confronted when capturing the 
form of the human body,” she said in a 
statement on Rider’s website.

In the beginning of her career, how-
ever, her dreams of drawing the figure 
were bigger than she could afford.

“When I first started working—in 
grad school—I couldn’t afford to pay a 
model so I decided to use dolls to stand 
in,” Greenfield said.

Greenfield goes on to explain the 
connection between both her and the 
dolls, as well as between the dolls and 
the rest of the drawings in the exhibit, as 

the relationship between the two types 
of drawings may not be immediately 
apparent.

Using the dolls as models “led me to 
a whole new exploration into [the feel-
ings] people project onto [them],” she 
said. “I just started playing with things 
like you would play with dolls. You start 
acting out emotions with these objects 
and that was really fascinating to me.”

Unlike drawing an inanimate object, 
such as a doll, drawing from the model 
can put a strain on time, money and the 
model. When asked how long it usually 
takes to create and complete a drawing, 
Greenfield said it usually takes about 
two sessions per drawing, at six hours 
per session, using tape to outline the 

models during the few brief rest breaks 
they can take.

“Sometimes I needed a third session 
just for his hair,” Greenfield said, trying 
to conceal her laughter while discussing 
the dreadlocks on her male model.

Regardless of the fact that Greenfield 
has had her work displayed in a wide 
variety of colleges and galleries through-
out her career, there is one thing she still 
finds tough.

“The most difficult part is mak-
ing the whole picture come together,” 
Greenfield said during a recent inter-
view. “Remembering that a whole is 
more than the sum of its parts [is neces-
sary] to make something look beautiful 
on the page.”

The human body has always fascinated Greenfield, saying it 
“presents a complex and beautiful subject,” like in Cameo.

By Nicole Veenstra
veenstran@theridernews.com

Photos courtesy of Sarah Lopez

Sleep Series #2 shows a relaxed male with dreads, which Greenfield explained were “like drawing puzzles to solve.”

In the beginning of her career, Greenfield used dolls as stand-ins for models, like in Still Life.



 

 
Summer is a great time for movies to create a lot of buzz before 

award season. This summer in particular was as highly anticipated as any 
in recent memory. 

The crop of movies that came out this summer as a whole was excel-
lent, with some breaking multiple records. As usual, there were plenty 
of bad movies that came out as well, but there were more than enough 
good films to counteract those.

Three films surpassed the billion-dollar mark, the most ever in a 
single year. Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Part II was the big 
winner this summer, grossing over $1.3 billion worldwide and breaking 
plenty of records in the process (largest single day gross, largest opening 
weekend gross home and worldwide and becoming the third highest 

grossing movie of all time). It also earned an exceptional 96% approval 
rating on RottenTomatoes.com and a solid score of 87 on Metacritic.com.  
 Rider students seem to agree with these scores. 
 “Harry Potter was definitely the best movie of the summer,” said 
freshman Steve Schwartz. “I’m kind of sad that it’s over, but Part II was 
the best movie of the series because of its storyline and its truth to the 
book.”
 Another film that grossed over a billion dollars was Transformers: 
Dark of the Moon. Despite the money made, reviews were generally poor. 
Rotten Tomatoes ranked it as just the 37th best summer movie at 36%, 
yet still many say it should have been ranked lower. 
  “At a certain point, special effects can’t carry a film,” said freshman 
Jenn Schneider. “The story line and acting fall short and the movie ends 
up boring.”
 The third movie to break the billion-dollar mark was Pirates of the 
Caribbean: On Stranger Tides. Again, reviews for this movie contradicted 
the earnings with an average of 45 on Metacritic and an even worse 33% 
on Rotten Tomatoes. A reason for this discrepancy could be the fact that 
77% of their earnings were from outside of North America. 
 The Hangover Part II fared well enough as it ended up being the 
sixth highest grossing movie of the season. Although it was very similar 
to its prequel, it received a low rating from Rotten Tomatoes. 
 There has been much debate over whether the second installment of 
The Hangover was as good as the first. 
 “The way I think about the film is that Part 2 is the same plot, story 
and mainly the same characters,” said junior Travis Hastings. “But in my 
opinion, if you saw the second one before the first, you would feel that 
the first film was not as good.”
 Another comedy that received a lot of praise is Bridesmaids. With 
a 90% on Rotten Tomatoes, it didn’t quite match the box office success 
of other films but still saw plenty of good press. 30 Minutes or Less and 
Horrible Bosses were both well-received, well-reviewed and raked in 
decent amounts of money.
 As a precursor to the much anticipated Avengers movie set for release 
next year, there were many superhero features this summer. X-Men: First 
Class, Captain America and Thor all hit theaters and earned relatively 

positive reviews. Thor had the best worldwide gross of those films, while 
X-Men had the highest rating on Rotten Tomatoes with 87%.

Four of the top 10 grossing films this summer were animated films. 
Kung Fu Panda 2 was ranked number four on the Top Earners list, with 
Rotten Tomatoes and Metacritic affirming this with ratings of 83% and 
67.  Cars 2, Rio and The Smurfs were seventh, eighth and ninth on the 
Top Earners list, all with solid profit. Finally, one of America’s childhood 
favorites Winnie the Pooh received great reviews all around. 

Fast Five was fifth this summer at the box office, keeping with the 
trend of high-grossing action movies. Super 8 and Rise of the Planet of 
the Apes both saw decent earnings but perhaps not as much as had been 
anticipated. Crazy Stupid Love, Cowboys and Aliens and The Help were 
other movies that can be considered successes. 

Overall, it was a solid summer for the movies. It might be hard for 
next summer’s film line-up to top this year’s, being that we’ve had to say 
our goodbyes to the Harry Potter series. We’ll have to wait and see what 
exciting new films the movie industry has in store for the future.

By Ryan McAdams

 Freshman year is arguably the most 
terrifying time in any young student’s life. 
Moving into a new school with thousands 
of new faces is enough to make anyone 
want to turn around and run for the door. 
Rider University, however, has solutions 
to that lost, hopeless feeling: an uncount-
able number of clubs and activities. 
 The Rider University Network 
(R.U.N.), television production studio, 
is one club that keeps its doors wide open 
for freshmen.  
 “At a lot of bigger schools it’s harder 
to get really involved unless you’re upper-
classmen,” said senior communications 
major  Michele Graczyk. “But in the TV 
studio you can get involved as early as 
your first day of freshman year.”  
 The studio not only provides a valu-
able hands-on experience, but also a place 
for students to grow in their field and in 
life. Professor Scott Alboum is approach-
ing his sixth year as advisor for R.U.N. 
One of his favorite parts of the R.U.N. 
experience is watching the students mature 
through their activities within the club.  
 “I see myself not only as the advisor, 
but more as a mentor and coach to the 
students,” Alboum said. “I truly value and 
enjoy interactions with the students.”
 Whether you are a freshman or a 
senior, joining a new group on campus 
can be intimidating.  The Network, how-
ever, is a close-knit community always 

looking for new members. Senior com-
munication major Meg Strahle said her 
favorite part of R.U.N. is the teamwork 
aspect.
 “Most of us are friends,” Strahle said. 
“We all have great ideas and want to help 

each other one way or another with a proj-
ect.”
 As if the benefits of joining R.U.N. 
aren’t already obvious, the group also 
travels, enters competitions and produces 
about five television programs a semester.  

 Since 2008, Rider students have won 
over 10 awards at the annual National 
Broadcasting Society competition. 
Professor Alboum says it is always very 
motivating for students to compete in 
NBS because they are competing against 
and beating larger schools whose reputa-
tions are seemingly untouchable. 
 “R.U.N is on the same playing field 
as those schools,” he said. “And when the 
students are successful it builds confi-
dence in their abilities and talent.”
 “The NBS conference last year was a 
great memory for me because Backstage 
Story was a finalist in the live performance 
category,” Graczyk said. “Also, in April 
myself, Professor Scott Alboum, and three 
other students were granted money from 
the Finance Board to go to a Broadcasting 
Education Association conference in Las 
Vegas.”
 This year the members of R.U.N. 
hope to achieve more success not only on 
the national level, but on Rider’s campus 
as well. Any student is welcome to join.  
The group furthers a student’s knowledge 
of TV production and offers the oppor-
tunity to gain skills. Alboum says that 
working in Rider’s TV studio sometimes 
offers more experience than an internship 
because of the amount of hands-on work 
the student can complete. Graczyk agrees, 
saying it has furthered her education 
specifically in TV because she has now 

had years of practice working with studio 
equipment and editing.
 Anyone can catch one of the multiple 
student-produced TV shows either on 
Channel 100 (campus network only) or 
on their website, www.rideruniversitynet-
work.com.  R.U.N holds meetings every 
Tuesday and Thursday from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. when anyone who is motivated, 
interested and willing to work is invited to 
attend.  Ideas for TV shows come straight 
from the students, so a large amount 
of student participation is crucial and 
encouraged.
 “The TV studio’s doors are always 
open,” said Alboum. “Anyone is wel-
come.”

Summer blockbusters: were they worth the anticipation?
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R.U.N.NING AWAY WITH SUCCESS
By Laura Staples

Junior Tiffany Ervin and Senior Michelle Graczyk are mid-interview for Backstage 
Story, a Rider University Network music news program that airs weekly.

Sophomore Janae Tucker is happy to be 
working one of the studio cameras.

Photos courtesy of Professor Scott Alboum/Rider University Network

An understanding is formed between Eugenia (Emma Stone), Minny 
(Octavia Spencer) and Aibileen (Viola Davis) in The Help.

Drive demonstrates that less is more
 

 The film “Drive” is a strange beast.  
Directed by Danish-born Nicolas 
Winding Refn (“Bronson”), the film has 
been getting a large mainstream push by 
film distributor Film District even though 
Refn has been mostly known for his out-
put in the independent film market. Drive 
doesn’t stray too far from Refn’s artistic 
vision, yet is a riveting and unapologeti-
cally violent crime tale.  It just might not 
be up everyone’s alley.
 An unnamed driver (Ryan Gosling, 
The Notebook) doubles as a mechanic and 
getaway driver in the city of Los Angeles.  
Driver becomes smitten with his neighbor, 
Irene (Carey Mulligan, Never Let Me Go); 
however, her husband, Standard (Oscar 
Isaac, Sucker Punch), has been released 
from jail and is forced to perform a heist 
for a subordinate of Bernie Rose (Albert 
Brooks, Finding Nemo), a Jewish mobster.  
Driver offers his assistance to Standard in 
exchange for the safety of Irene and her 
son. However, the robbery goes terribly 
wrong, and Driver finds himself being 
tracked down by Bernie’s enforcers.
 Despite appearing in the popular film 
The Notebook, Gosling has yet to appear 
in anything that has staying power with 
mainstream film-goers.  That may change 
with his performance as “Driver,” a char-
acter who is seemingly timid and harm-
less, yet capable of such monstrous acts. 
It is difficult for an actor to pull off dif-
ferent extremes of emotion within a single 
character, yet Gosling is able to achieve 
this flawlessly. Brooks, a comedic actor 
known primarily for his role as Marlin 
in Pixar’s Finding Nemo, joins the ranks 
of Jim Carrey and Robin Williams as a 
comedic actor who is successfully able to 
make a turn in a more serious film. Bernie 
is a character that is both charming as well 

as capable of being a threatening force.
Brooks does the job well, not only selling 
the character, but also making him surpris-
ingly likable.  Bryan Cranston (Breaking 
Bad) plays a broken-down middleman 
attempting to go straight by forming a 
NASCAR racing team, and does a phe-
nomenal job with what little screen-time 
he has to work with. Ron Pearlman (Sons 
of Anarchy) plays Jewish-Italian gangster 
Nino, who serves as Brooke’s right-hand 
man.  While Pearlman is not stepping out 
of his comfort zone for this role, he does it 
so well that at this point, it does not mat-
ter if he is treading familiar ground.  
 The lack of a female presence, while 
not a primary flaw, is somewhat dis-
concerting. Both Christina Hendricks 
(Mad Men) and Carrey Mulligan are not 
given much to do; the former appears 
in the movie for only mere seconds, and 
Mulligan spends most of her time on 
screen simply reacting toward events that 
occur.  
 Nicolas Winding Refn’s directing 
operates under the “less is more” phi-

losophy. The film trades in explosions 
and fast-paced action for quiet medita-
tion,  and slow character building; a deci-
sion that may turn off those expecting 
something more action-packed. Yet Refn’s 
minimalistic direction allows the film to 
convey more emotion than it ever could 
with needless dialogue. It is a kind of 
confidence that emanates throughout the 
entire film, something that only a talented 
director and cast can pull off.  While the 
first half of the film can be considered a 
slow-burner, when the action hits, it hits 
hard. “Driver” is violent, at times ridicu-
lously so, as the gore presents a jarring 
imagery to the otherwise quiet nature of 
the film.  However, the violence presented 
never feels over-the-top, making it effec-
tive, yet never straying into “gore-porn” 
territory.
 Drive feels like an ode to older crime-
films, and the synth-laden soundtrack 
gives it an overwhelming nostalgic feel.  
Drive might not be what many expected, 
but that’s not necessarily a bad thing.

By Christopher Exantus

pixwallpaper.com

Ryan Gosling as “Driver,” the film’s mysterious and sometimes violent protagonist.

poptheology.com

 Music is what feelings sound like, and this fall, emotions will be running rampant. It is for this reason that pop sensation 
Rihanna and hip-hop newcomer J. Cole’s albums shouldn’t be taken lightly. Rihanna’s long-awaited upcoming record, which 
has yet to be named, will be a mix of edge and sass with a taste of urban pop. The Barbados native has even set up a Facebook 
application with which her fans, lovingly known as the “Rihanna Navy,” can interact with each other during the time leading up 
to her album’s release.
 Rihanna has been gracing the world with her music for the past six years, and she’s not planning to stop anytime soon. 
Reaching out to her fans via Twitter, Rihanna said, “I’ll stop when I’m tired.” Her previous album, LOUD, did well worldwide, 
selling 4.9 million copies and topping the charts with three number one singles.
 As for J. Cole, this will be his first lead project from his newly joined label, ROCNation. J. Cole has been very much antici-
pated in the rap world, due to the fact that his mixtapes have done so well on the web and in the streets. J. Cole is an artist that 
has been misunderstood and underestimated in the past, but all skepticism may be put to rest once his debut album drops.
 Look for J. Cole’s new album in stores next Tuesday, Sept. 27, and keep an eye out for Rihanna’s new album sometime this 
Fall.
 Be sure to pick up next week’s copy of The Rider News for Part II of the Fall music mini series.

Fall music mini series: Week 1

professional-model.tk

The hilarious cast of Bridesmaids poses in their fanciful dresses.

enfamy.com, hiphop808.com By Al-Fuquan Green

Students dive into the world of television broadcasting



When it comes to placing on lists of best colleges, Rider 
knows no boundaries. It made a jump of 15 spots 
from last year’s U.S. News & World Report list of best 

colleges in the North — from number 36 to being locked in 
a five-way tie with Rowan University and three other colleges 
for number 21 out of more than 140 accredited Northeastern 
schools. Rider has shown that even as a small, private school, it 
can certainly hold its own.
 Also, once again appearing in The Princeton Review’s Top 
376 Colleges, Rider is continuing to improve its rank due to its 
high academic standards and strong preparation for students’ 
futures. Finally, this year marks a 48-spot jump on Forbes’ list 
of America’s Best Colleges, moving from spot 568 out of 610 
schools to 520 out of 650 schools.
 The list of criteria used by U.S. News in arriving at its rank-
ings include: peer assessment; retention and graduation of stu-
dents; faculty resources; student selectivity; financial resources; 
alumni giving; and “graduation rate performance,” the differ-
ence between the proportion of students expected to graduate 
and the proportion who actually do graduate, and high school 
counselor ratings. 
 Perhaps the biggest demonstration of our improvement in 
the “financial resources” and “alumni giving” categories is the 
new additions on campus: the new academic building, North 
Hall, and the expansion of the Bart Luedeke Center Theater. 
With the nine new classrooms and 16 faculty offices in North 
Hall, the campus no longer has to worry about finding enough 
space for students and faculty. Plus, the expanded stage, dressing 
rooms and rehearsal room in the theater expansion are some-
thing that will not only lead theater majors to pick Rider, but 
also persuade students who enjoy a good performance to come 
here as well. 
 Rider holds accreditations by seven different organiza-
tions, including National Council for Accreditation of Teacher 
Education, Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business 
International and Council for Accreditation of Counseling 
& Related Educational Programs. Accreditations are valuable 
because they show how well prepared students are for their 
future careers upon graduation. These certifications are granted 
when a school shows that its programs are meeting specific aca-
demic standards set by the organization. For some students, the 
difference between picking Rider over another college may be 
that Rider has an accreditation that another school doesn’t. This 
might lead to an increase in applications and enrollment, and 
the university looks much better because it took the extra step to 
make sure its programs are strong and more effective than those 
of other schools.
 Since last fall, Rider students have made great accomplish-
ments, starting with the field hockey team winning its first 
North East Conference Championship since 2004. In March, 
Rider saw over 1,000 people participate in Relay for Life. In 
past years, the event has been recognized as the “Top Performing 
College Event in All of New Jersey” by the American Cancer 
Society. Angela DiFranco, a 2011 graduate, was one of 15 
students in New Jersey to receive the Distinguished Student 
Teacher award. These triumphs for individual students as well as 
organizations are something to be recognized. 
 The fact that so many people coming from Rider have 
achievements to their name and accreditations under their belt 
is giving the university a reputation boost among other schools, 
which is just one example of our positive peer reviews category. 
Through its peer assessments, Rider is just sounding like a better 
school to attend. 
 Whether it’s because the programs here will better prepare 
students, or because a student athlete wants to follow in the foot-
steps of previous teams to championships, Rider has a certain 
level of prestige associated with it now. “I’m a Rider graduate” 
has such a nice ring to it.
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Editorial

Rider’s rankings 
ride even higher

This weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion 
of The Rider News. This week’s editorial was writ-
ten by the Opinion Editor, Angelique Lee.

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to the editor 
from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s telephone number 
and e-mail address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks on individuals or groups 
are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters  to the editor for length, clarity, accuracy, gram-
mar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste and civility. Brevity is encouraged. All 
decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, which may reject any letter. Send to The 
Rider News via e-mail (ridernews@rider.edu), campus mail, or hand deliver to Ridge House. All 
letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding publication.

www.caglecartoons.com

 A new school year has begun and with that comes many new ideas, projects and outcomes. All 
around the United States solar energy has become a growing source of renewable energy. Rider is join-
ing many college campuses in the effort to go green and use solar energy as a way of becoming more 
sustainable. 
 Butte College in California was the first “grid positive” college in the country, meaning it is 
now producing more clean energy from onsite solar power than it uses. According to The New York 
Times, the Oregon Institute of Technology has developed the first four-year undergraduate degree 
program in Renewable Energy Systems. In the program, there are specialized courses in solar energy 
research among many others. Now, the State University of New York in Canton and the Illinois State 
University have similar programs as well. Many community colleges now have two-year programs that 
teach students how to improve the energy efficiency of homes and businesses and install solar power 
and wind power systems. As one can easily see, solar power is a popular topic and is one that Rider 
has begun to focus on too.
 The university is close to having its first solar array built on campus through a partnership with 
Alteris Renewables, Inc. and PSE&G with their Solar4All program. The 740 kilowatt solar panel 
array is located in the back of campus next to the softball field and adjacent to Interstate 95. Installed 
in the most environmentally friendly way, no trees were removed in creating this array, no wetlands 
were disturbed and the new grass underneath the panels will be shade tolerant. 
 The major components of the solar array are the 2,640 Suntech high efficiency polycrystalline 
solar modules, advanced energy inverters and a racking system with pile driven posts; this is the green-

Eco-Rep Green Corner

Shedding light on renewable energy
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Internships help students gain valuable experience and con-
tacts for networking. They also have the potential to lead to jobs. 
In this economy the average internship is hailed as essential as a 
college degree for getting a job, and while having a single intern-
ship is good, it’s starting to seem like multiple internships are 
required. 

While the value of an internship should not be devalued, the 
entire system favors students who can afford to take an unpaid 
position. 

It is no secret that many students at Rider work in various 
jobs, both on- and off-campus. The concept that these students 
need to sacrifice hours at a position that is only helping to pay 
their tuition or other school expenses and not giving valuable 
experience is ridiculous. Even in the summer, when many intern-
ships take place, many students may need to work. This writer 
was one such student. 

Although working in a big chain store is light-years away 
from my career aspirations, I took the job strictly for financial 
reasons. Luckily, I had gotten an internship offer over spring 
break last year and had been upfront with my boss that I would 
be working a paid job alongside the internship. However, I was 
naïve when I thought I could easily handle both. 

The average number of hours I worked stayed at 45 hours 
between the job and internship. I worked the traditional way, 
going to my job and clocking in and out, and telecommuted, 
writing press releases on my home computer and contacting my 
boss and others from my cell for my internship. However, doing 
an internship and a job was the only option; I needed the job for 
pay and the internship for experience. Yet, I was lucky enough to 
attain it and work well with both. 

The economy, which looms over our heads every single time 
we go to apply for work, either in a part-time capacity or for 
a job upon graduation, is not in a good place right now. The 
August jobs report showed that no jobs had been added that 
month. While August is traditionally slow, no growth at all is a 
poor sign for an economy that is supposed to be recovering from 
a severe recession.  

What this means for all of us, especially members of the 
senior class, is that finding a job will not be an easy task. We 
entered school as the recession hit its lowest point and will gradu-
ate in an economy where jobs will not be as plentiful as they 
once were, making the connections we make in internships more 
valuable than ever. 

Yet this means that those who are unable to get an internship 
due to work, classes and/or the inability to take an unpaid posi-
tion are at a disadvantage. It is a system that is creating a group 
of students that will face additional difficulties in the job market. 
Education is supposed to be an equalizer, not another cache to 
separate the “haves” from the “have-nots.” 

This is a problem with no easy solution. The ways to cope 
with the inability to take an internship are varied. Freelance 
work is an option in some fields, particularly those in journalism 
and other communication-based fields. Networking is another 
method that can result in making valuable connections. Getting 
a job in the same field in which one intends to work is probably 
the best option. Internships are valuable, but there are always 
loopholes to the rules. 

- Jess Scanlon 
Senior journalism major 

Commuter Column

Take opportunities 
to get yourself ahead

Editor’s Corner

HPV: Hit me with your best ‘shot’
 On top of all the new additions to Rider, like the new buildings and the beginning of WeCar, 
one more resource has made its way onto campus: the supply of the human papillomavirus (HPV) 
vaccine Gardasil, which will soon be available to both male and female students at Health Services. 
While some students and faculty members are singing its praises, others may be questioning the pos-
sible prevention for the widespread virus and if it’s really worth it.
 HPV is a disease that can be spread through sexual activity or sometimes you’re just a natural-
born carrier. According to Lynn Eiding, the Director of Student Health Services at Rider, it currently 
affects about 20 million Americans and continues to infect about 6 million more each year, making 
it the most commonly transmitted infection. There are also some strains of HPV that can turn into 
something more serious, like cervical cancer. 
 Not many students are aware of the fact that men are also susceptible to contracting or being 
a carrier of HPV. Previously, only women could receive the vaccine, but men are now eligible, too. 
Having the vaccine at our fingertips on campus not only can provide students the opportunity to 
receive the vaccine but also become more aware of the disease. Of course, the best prevention tips of 
all would be to abstain from sexual activity, or to always use protection.
 According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), there are more than 40 
different strains of HPV that can be contracted, and the vaccination unfortunately only prevents the 
four main strains. That leaves a lot of strains not covered by the shot, which can be a little scary. Along 
with not being fully protected, some Americans believe the shot could trigger other illnesses and cause 
bad side effects.
 In some states, governors have recently required young girls to be vaccinated against HPV. 
According to the Los Angeles Times, Gov. Rick Perry of Texas had signed an executive order to mandate 
that young women 11 years and older be vaccinated. After hearing this, Minnesota congresswoman 
Michele Bachmann threw a fit about the suggested order and, without thinking rationally, claimed 
that the vaccine was very dangerous and could cause mental retardation. Though many people are 
worried about possible health risks and reactions from the shot, not even the CDC believes there is 
any chance of a mental disability side effect, according to the Los Angeles Times. A vaccination of this 
magnitude should never be state-mandated, yet this claim made by Bachmann was quite a ridiculous 
one. 
 The shot is offered to Rider’s student body at a significantly lower price. Normally, through your 
personal practitioner, it is priced at $160 per dose, and you are required to have three doses in order 
to “obtain maximum benefits,” according to the mass email all Rider students received from Eiding. 
Here on campus, it is available to us at a lower cost due to a grant received by Passport Health. Health 
Services is giving us a discount at a mere $40 for all three doses. Such a significantly lower price seems 
more geared to our college budget.
 Does the decreased price make the vaccination more appealing to students? Will the convenience 
of having it on campus be a big factor? They may be influential points for some students and their 
parents: a vaccine available on your campus, at a significantly cheaper price. However, you should 
know the information from both sides about Gardasil. Look it up online or talk to your doctor about 
it. It is important, in order to make the best decision for you and your body, to know all the facts 
about any shot, especially the HPV vaccination. 
 Students who are interested in getting the vaccine should contact Eiding at Health Services at 
leiding@rider.edu before Oct. 1.

- Kristy Grinere
Junior journalism major

est way to install the solar array, by pounding the posts four feet into the ground instead of pouring 
concrete. What does this mean for Rider students and for the environment? According to PSE&G, 
our solar array will produce enough energy to power 92 homes. That amount of energy is equivalent 
to reducing CO2 emissions by 34,580,526 pounds over the course of 25 years, taking 127.4 passenger 
vehicles off the road each year, eliminating the use of 74,902 gallons of gasoline each year, or planting 
17,074 trees. Thinking about all of these awesome benefits makes it easy to realize just how much 
Rider is doing to be greener.
 Since our solar field is a land lease through the PSE&G Solar4All program, the energy from the 
solar panels will not be going directly to Rider. It will be converted then sent into the grid of solar 
panels. Rider will, however, benefit indirectly from the production of this renewable energy and will 
at the same time generate revenue from the land lease to be used for further sustainability initiatives 
here on campus. 
 For photos of the array and other information, join the Broncs Go Green group on Facebook.

- Jillian Spratt
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

SEPTEMBER 18, 1851 — The New York Times publishes its first issue.

SEPTEMBER 24, 1954 — The Tonight Show premieres on television.
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107.7 The Bronc joins Titans 

The Trenton Titans are 
back, and are ready to begin 
another exciting season of 
hockey in the Sun National 
Bank Center. After a four-year 
hiatus, the Titans are returning 
to the ice to attempt to bring 
home another Kelly Cup, and 
all the action can be found on 
our local radio station, 107.7 
The Bronc WRRC.

The Titans and 107.7 The 
Bronc announced their part-
nership this Wednesday with a 
press conference located outside 
the radio station.

“With the Titans returning 
to Trenton, we certainly have 
to return to the radio,” Jed 
Weisberger said.

Weisberger, who is the 
director of Media Relations and 
Broadcasting for the Titans, was 

among the front office mem-
bers of the club who spoke 
about the broadcasting partner-
ship.
 “We feel very happy and 
very privileged to form a part-
nership,” Weisberger said. “We 
are looking forward to a terrific 
set of broadcasts from 107.7 
The Bronc and we are proud to 
have them as our partner.”
 The Broncs general man-
ager, John Mozes, is excited for 
the opportunity to broadcast 
the Titans over the Bronc air-
waves.
 “107.7 The Bronc at Rider 
University is a community 
radio station,” Mozes said. “Not 
just the Rider community, but 
the Lawrenceville and Mercer 
County communities. We have 
discovered that to be a part 
of the local community radio 
here in Mercer County is to 
really embrace our sports teams. 

In 2008, we began to broad-
cast Trenton Thunder baseball. 
Since then, we have partnered 
with Progressive Broadcasting 
Company in Levittown, PA, 
which is WBCB where we 
broadcast Mercer County high 
school sports. We also broad-
cast Rider Bronc basketball and 
we did Trenton Steel football 
this past spring. Today we are 
very happy to announce that 
we are the broadcast home for 
Trenton Titans ECHL hockey.”
 107.7 The Bronc will 
broadcast all 72 regular season 
games over both the airwaves 
and their website. In addition 
to the regular season, 107.7 will 
broadcast all playoff games and 
the Kelly Cup championship 
game.
 The first game will be Sat, 
Oct. 22 at 7 pm.

By David Pavlak
pavlakd@theridernews.com
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heavily on the experienced 
players and the coaches to have 
some sort of game plan going 
into games against those tough 
teams,” Dragone said. “We have 
some great practices during the 
week and that is where you 
have to put in the hard work 
and push yourself to get ready 
for the weekend.”
 “I think we all came into 
this year ready for a longer, 
tougher year,” Garvey added. 
“Coach has added more condi-
tioning to our practice, which 
will help tremendously.”

 The Broncs are now ready 
to set their sights on the future, 
and stop dwelling on their 
recent failure. 
 “I see this season turning 
out as a success,” Dragone said. 
“Our fans should be really excit-
ed about the potential we have 
on this team, and I think a lot 
of them saw that on Saturday 
against Villanova. We are going 
to be a team that will always 
pride ourselves on outworking 
the other team and if we do 
that for all the games we have, 
I see no reason why we can’t 
contend for the championship.”
 Garvey is also excited about 
the future of the Broncs. He 
is instilling the knowledge in 

them that they have the pos-
sibility to taste greatness this 
season. 
 “We have a lot of new guys 
on the team that are going to 
be asked to step up in a lot 
of big games,” he said. “If the 
returning players can help out 
the younger guys, and everyone 
ends up on the same page at 
the right time, then I think this 
season is going to be one to 
remember.”

HOCKEY
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of 3-7. With other star players 
like senior Jordan Lynne and 
junior Moriah Allen, Villanova 
should be a tough. Rider faces 
Villanova on Wednesday at 7 
p.m.
 The Broncs and Hussong 
are excited for their upcoming 
matchups.
 “It will be great competi-
tion next weekend and we’re 
looking forward to it,” Hussong 
told Rider Sports Information. 
“We haven’t played Lock Haven 
since they left the NEC and 
we’re looking forward to play-
ing them again. Bucknell will 
test us, but I feel we will be 
prepared.”
 Junior Marlaine Schneider 
believes this span will be one 
step to the team’s ultimate goal.
 “Our goal for this year is to 
be the regular season champs, 
conference champs and win 
and go through the [NCAA] 
play-in game,” Schneider said.

Elgin said. “Hopefully, through 
our improvement with pos-
sessing the ball, and continued 
improvement of attacking as a 
team, we will be able to sur-
prise some conference oppo-
nents and win more often than 
last year”
 The Terriers are coming off 
a three-game winning streak, 
and are scheduled to play 
NJIT (1-4-2) on Wednesday. 
Confidence could benefit the 
Terriers in the match against 
Rider; therefore it is impera-
tive that Rider starts the game 
strong, not allowing St. Francis 
to gain any kind of early lead.
 “Our team plays awesome 
collective defense and now we 
must transition quicker and 
attack effectively as a unit as 
well,” Elgin said.
 It appears that goal scoring 
and tight defense is the name of 
the game that the Broncs plan 
to play against the Terriers. 
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best start in program history at 
6-2-1 and are eyeing the ulti-
mate goal.
 “Win the MAAC 
Championship on Nov. 6 
and be playing in the NCAA 
Tournament,” Hounsome said.
 First and foremost, 
Hounsome had to develop a 
new team mindset to embark 
on a turnaround.
 “We created an environ-
ment of excellence everywhere 
and in everything that the play-
ers do,” Hounsome said. “This 
set the tone, so that the players 
that have joined the program in 
the last three years fully expect 
to win.”
 Aside from the fresh out-
look, last season’s MAAC Coach 
of the Year brought in an influx 
of talent.
 “The talent level has 
improved significantly,” he said. 
“Rider is such a great university 
that we’ve been fortunate to 
attract some exceptionally tal-
ented student-athletes from far 
and wide into the program.”
 Hounsome’s recruiting abil-
ity landed two of the premiere 
players in the MAAC. The 
Great Britain native brought in 
junior Abi Cottam and sopho-
more Jennifer Meier, two play-
ers who have blossomed into 
the league’s elite. Cottam ranks 
atop the conference in goals 
scored (7) with Meier right 
behind her in second (5).
 Hounsome has women’s 
soccer on the right track, but at 
first, convincing his team that 

it could compete was tough. 
That’s what Charlie Inverso is 
attempting to do in his first 
campaign as the men’s soccer 
head coach. Like Hounsome, 
Inverso has taken over a pro-
gram that made a living in the 
lower echelon of the MAAC. 
In order to right the ship, he’s 
changing the culture and work 
ethic of the men’s soccer team.
 “We set down tough stan-
dards for the players right from 
the start,” Inverso said. “We ran 
a rigorous 11-week spring sea-
son with a tough conditioning 
program.”
 Inverso is a popular name 
in the local area. The Notre 
Dame High School graduate 
gained strong recruiting ties 
after winning five national 
championships with Mercer 
County Community College. 
Now, he plans to bring that 
type of success to Rider.
 Inverso’s squad started the 
season on the right foot. The 
Broncs opened the year with 
a bang, upending Big East foe 
Seton Hall on the road. Since 
then, Rider has played tight, 
competitive games, losing five 
contests, four of them by one 
goal each.
 Overall, Rider sits at 
1-5-1, but give Inverso time. 
Revamping a program that was 
once broken does not happen 
overnight. It may take one, two 
or even three years to turn the 
tide, but the men’s soccer team 
is in good hands for one reason: 
change.
 Both soccer programs 
needed it, now they have it, and 
expect changes in the win-loss 
column because of it.

CHANGE
Continued from p. 11

Ben Cohen, along with his family, friends and different members of Rider athletics gathered on 
Sept. 16 before the women’s soccer team played Temple University to officially announce the 
name of the new turf field. Cohen, a graduate of the class of 2010, was a major fan of Rider 
athletics. Cohen’s father donated the money for the turf field in his son’s name. 

Peter G. Borg/Rider University



Body copy

 Albert Einstein once 
defined insanity as “doing 
the same thing over and over 
again and expecting different 
results.”
 This interpretation may 
be more of an exaggeration 
than a pinpoint definition, 
but it holds much truth. A 
more succinct translation of 
Einstein’s belief is simple: in 
life, change is good, neces-
sary and at times, for the 
best.
 In the recent past, change 
has occurred at the head of 
the totem pole for the Rider 
soccer programs, and it has 
affirmed Einstein’s convic-
tion quite well. Winning 
was at a premium for both 
the men’s and women’s soc-
cer teams, but with fresh 
faces brought in at the head 
coaching positions, success 
has become more common.
 From 2002-04, the 
women’s soccer program 
stood as a top four squad 
in the MAAC, and in ’04, 
the Broncs competed in the 
conference championship. 
But as quickly as they found 
success, the program slipped 
even faster. The following 
season, Rider finished 1-7-1 
in league play and during the 
span of ’05-’07, the Broncs 
compiled a MAAC record of 
6-19-1. Former head coach 
Kevin Long resigned after 
2007 and in stepped what 
was needed: change. Drayson 
Hounsome took over the 
reins and the women’s soccer 
team is now up and coming.
 After an expected dif-
ficult first season for 
Hounsome, Rider has made 
a complete turn in direc-
tion. In ’09, the Broncs won 
a total of seven games,  the 
most since ’04, and last year, 
Hounsome led Rider to the 
four-team MAAC playoffs 
and finished above .500 with 
a 9-8-2 overall mark and a 
5-4 showing in the confer-
ence.
 This season, Rider is 
primed for its biggest year. 
The Broncs are off to their 

Jordan Hall

Culture 
Change

See Change, p. 10

Rider takes ice with fresh start
 By Dave Pavlak

 
 
 
 Rider’s club ice hockey 
team will try to get back to its 
winning ways this season. So far 
the Broncs have gone 1-1, and 
are doing their best to erase the 
memory of last season’s early 
playoff loss. More important-
ly, though, they are showing 
they have the necessary skills to 
compete and contend year after 
year in the MACHA.
  After opening the season 
with a 4-2 loss to powerhouse 
Temple, the Broncs took their 
frustration out on the D-I 
Villanova Wildcats, winning 
3-1. The Broncs normally play 
other teams in D-II.
 Junior captain Frank 
Garvey is excited about the 
opportunity the Broncs have 
this season to avenge their early 
playoff loss last season, as well 
as the incoming talent on the 
team this year.
 “After a disappointing end 
to a successful season last year 
I am expecting to do much 
better,” Garvey said. “We have 
a great core of returning play-
ers, and the new talent com-
ing in is very promising. The 
new freshmen are all fitting in 
great. They all have a great atti-
tude and they want to help the 
team out in any way possible. 
They understand that we have 
a chance to do big things and 

they’re willing to take whatever 
role they are asked to take.”
 Senior Connor Dragone 
agrees with Garvey.
 “My expectations for this 
season are as high as ever,” 
Dragone said. “When I see the 
talent we have on the ice I can’t 
help but be excited to get the 
season going. Every year I think 
you have to go in with high 

expectations and you work as 
hard as possible to fulfill and 
exceed them and I believe we 
will be able to do that this year. 
All the veterans on the team 
were more excited for this year 
than any other year since I have 
been here, and now it is just 
time to get to work and get 
some wins under our belt. The 
new freshmen are doing very 

well to start out the year. Being 
a freshman is not an easy thing 
to do because it takes a lot of 
adjusting to get used to the 
faster and more physical game 
at this level, but so far they are 
doing a great job and we will 
count on them all throughout 
the season.”
 The road to redemption 
will not be so easy to reach 
though, as the Broncs have a 
tough schedule facing them. 
Games against Kutztown, East 
Carolina, Temple, St. Joseph’s 
and the University of Delaware 
stand in the way of the Broncs. 
 “We definitely have a tough 
schedule this year, but that 
is something the team and I 
embrace,” Dragone said. “You 
always want to test yourself 
against the best competition 
and the coaches have lined up 
some great games for us to show 
what we can do against some 
of the best schools on the East 
Coast.”
 Strength and conditioning 
will be a very important part 
of the Broncs daily regimen, as 
fresh legs will be necessary to 
skate by their opponents every 
weekend. Last season’s playoffs 
were a testament to the fact that 
a busy schedule got the better of 
Rider. The Broncs were unable 
to keep up with the speed of 
the Kutztown forwards, and the 
result of the game was a clear 
indication of that. 
 “That is where the team relies 

http://www.greatsave9.smugmug.com/

Junior Frank Garvey looks to lead the Broncs to the MACHA 
championship this year after a disappointing loss last season.

Broncs finish non-conference play in N.Y. 
 
 
 
 
 The Broncs are chomping 
at the bit this weekend as they 
are set to face off in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., Saturday night against St. 
Francis College.
 Though the Broncs (1-5-1) 
are coming back from a long 
weekend in which they lost both 
games to Albany (4-3-0) 1-3, 
and Binghamton (3-3-0) 1-0 at 
the Binghamton Tournament 
in Vestal, N.Y., they are fired 
up, ready to display what new 
knowledge they have acquired 
under their new coaching staff.
 “Since Coach Inverso took 
over the team last spring, I 
have noticed a new commit-
ment from everyone on the 
team to put in extra work in 
order to be more successful this 
season,” sophomore Eric Elgin 
said. “Practices have also been 
more competitive and everyone 
is more passionate about win-
ning this year.”
 St. Francis (3-2-1) is having 
a fairly impressive season so far, 
and their final scores against 
their opponents are a sign of 
that. The offense is not a weak-

ness for the Terriers.
 “We are very confident 
going up against St. Francis,” 
senior captain Corey Diamond 
said. “ We feel that even though 
the past few games haven’t gone 
our way, that we have out-
played each of our opponents 
and that it’s about time we start 
winning some games.”
 According to the Broncs, 
in order to claim victory on 
Saturday, Rider must be offen-
sively aggressive, while simul-
taneously maintaining their 
defensive strength.
 “We want to continue to 
out-possess our opponents and 
be sure to work hard to win the 
ball back on turnovers,” senior 
Jonathon Burd said.
 The Broncs plan to capital-
ize on its offensive opportuni-
ties by taking advantage of their 
front-line. This includes start-
ing freshmen Matt Veltri and 
Ryan Walsh.
 “They’ve been very positive 
contributors to our team so far 
this season,” Burd said. “ Ryan 
brings a lot of speed and strong 
work ethic, while Veltri’s skill 
has been valuable in controlling 
the midfield.”
 Saturday’s game is crucial, 

for this is the last non-confer-
ence game of the season.  
 “We want to end our non-
conference season with a good 
result to pick up momentum 
going into our first confer-
ence games next weekend,” 
Diamond said.
 Such momentum could 

propel the Broncs to a winning 
season; however the first hurdle 
is conquering the Terriers.
 “Just by looking at our 
record, people will probably 
underestimate us during the 
upcoming conference season,” 

MEN’S SOCCER
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Junior Brandon Sebastian concentrates as he settles the ball out 
of the air. He has been able to score twice so far this year.
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 Coming off two strong wins against Temple (2-5) 
and Drexel (2-4-2), the women’s soccer team looks 
forward to this weekend’s games versus Delaware State    
(1-8-1) and Holy Cross (2-6).  
 “I know that these upcoming games are going to 
be extremely difficult, but if we play like we have been 
playing, then we should be fine,” said sophomore Jody 
Sokol. “I have a lot of confidence in our team and I am 
not worried about playing Delaware State and Holy 
Cross.”
 Head coach Drayson Hounsome was happy about 
his team’s performance this past week.
 “It was a strong performance from start to finish 
and the players controlled the tempo of the games 
well,” he said. “We played from whistle to whistle for 
90 minutes.”
 Rider (6-2-1) dominated last Friday’s game versus 
Temple, winning by a score of 5-0. Two goals were 
scored by junior Abi Cottam. Sophomore Bridgette 
Bartkoski, freshman Sarah Wulk and Sokol were also 
able to find the back of the net. Rider’s game against 
Drexel was tighter, but the Broncs were still able to 
grab the victory, winning 2-0. Both goals came from 
sophomore Jennifer Meier. 

 “We played very well as a team against Temple,” 
said junior Jenn Nichols. “We put everything that we 
have been working on together and executed it well. 
Our forwards had a great game. They came out and 
scored within the first 10 minutes of the game. They 
went on to score four more goals.”
 Defense was a key in Rider’s past two wins, and it 
will be important this weekend.
  “Our defense had a solid performance, allowing 
only a few shots,” said Nichols. “Our midfield did an 
amazing job of keeping possession in the middle of the 
field and setting up offense for us.”
 Cottam was named the MAAC Player of the Week 
for her play, and she looks to ride that momentum into 
the weekend.
 Although Delaware State has lost its last three 
games, Rider prepares to face fierce competition from 
a team desperate to steal a win.
 “Every game brings its own set of challenges and 
the great thing with soccer is you don’t know what they 
are until the game starts,” Hounsome said. “We just 
need to be ready and the players focused to address 
these challenges in the flow of the game.”
 Holy Cross is also coming off a loss, but they have 
the overall series lead against Rider, winning both 
games that they have played.
 “We are just hoping to come out of next weekend 
with another two wins,” Nichols said.
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 The field hockey team is 
off to a hot start this season and 
it looks to continue its solid 
play as it enters a busy week-
end. The Broncs begin a stretch 
of six consecutive away games 
Saturday as they visit Bucknell 
(2-4) and then finish the week-
end at Lock Haven (4-5) before 
battling Villanova (4-4, 0-1 Big 
East) on Wednesday.
 Rider has been highly com-
petitive as the Broncs battle to 
retain their NEC Title. Led by 
seniors Virginia Egusquiza, the 
two-time NEC Player of the 
Year, Natasha Tukeva, Rebecca 
Lotito and Megan Pisani, the 
team is on pace to have one of 
its best seasons yet. Lotito has 
led the defense as lockdown 
goalkeeper, and Pisani heads 
the offense while Egusquiza and 
Tukeva have played great mid-
field.
 Rider is already 5-1, with 
its lone loss coming from 
Hofstra by a score of 5-2. The 
Broncs have scored a whop-
ping 27 goals this season, which 
head coach Lori Hussong says 
is partly due to the stellar play 
from freshmen midfielders 
Eefje Kok and Stacey DiLeo.
 “They are not only out-

standing field hockey players, 
but most importantly, out-
standing people,” Hussong said.
 For the upcoming games, 
the main concern for Rider will 
be the defensive line. Lotito 
understands that the defense 
can improve, and she believes it 
will.
 “We have had some issues 
getting our defense together, 
but as the season unfolds, we 
are becoming stronger and 
stronger,” she said. 

 According to Hussong, 
Lotito is doing a great job of 
helping the back line into shape 
and the improvement has been 
tremendous.
 Rider’s last game ended 
in a 3-0 shutout win against 
Radford. Pisani, Penas and Kok 
all scored during the first half 
to give Rider the early lead, and 
that was all the Broncs needed. 
Lotito and the defensive line 
kept the Highlanders scoreless 
by blocking all four shots on 

goal, earning her third shutout 
of the season and the 10th of 
her career.
 As for the opponents, Rider 
squares off with Bucknell, an 
up-and-coming team in the 
field hockey world. Rider will 
have to face off against a new 
threat in freshman Ellie Riegel, 
the Patriot League’s Rookie of 
the Week for her play from 
Sept. 12-18, as well as sopho-
more Vickie Resh. Senior Marci 
Richard, a forward known for 

her excellent ball control, is also 
a player to be reckoned with. 
Despite their current season 
record of 2-4, the Bison are fast 
on the field, so the Broncs will 
have to match their quickness. 
Rider faces Bucknell at 1 p.m.
 Lock Haven, a former 
NEC rival of the Broncs, could 
prove a challenge for Rider as 
well, regardless of its loss to 
Bucknell last Saturday. Senior 
Kristi Shepps, one of the star 
players, was the leading scorer 
with 20 goals in the 2010 sea-
son. Lock Haven has claimed a 
combined nine NEC tourna-
ment and regular season titles 
since 2004, as well as being 
runners-up in its first season 
in the A-10. However, it has 
already lost five of nine games 
this season, so the Broncs 
should like their chances. Rider 
faces Lock Haven on Sunday at 
1 p.m.
 Villanova has always been 
a tough team. The Wildcats 
have some dynamic new play-
ers, including freshman Jessica 
Swoboda, who was named 
to the Big East Honor Roll 
for the second week in a row. 
With a 7-10 record last sea-
son, Villanova is looking to 
improve against Rider, espe-
cially with their current record 

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Junior Abi Cottam leads the MAAC in goals. She is 
also ranked 15th nationally in points per game.

PENNSYLVANIA-BOUND
Field hockey hits the road this weekend looking to continue its 
early season success against strong Pa. competition

Peter G. Borg/Rider Universiy

Sophomore Sandra Penas has battled game after game to help the Broncs attain their 5-1 re-
cord. Her hard work has paid off, as she has recorded seven goals and two assists this season.

Rider seeks fifth and sixth straight wins
See F. Hockey, p. 10

By Cynthia Reyes

By Jenni Chiarello

WOMEN’S SOCCER

FIELD HOCKEY


	092311p1
	092311p2
	092311p3
	092311p4
	092311p5
	092311p6p7
	092311p8
	092311p9
	92311p10
	092311p11
	092311p12



