
For the third year in a row, 
Rider’s tuition will be increas-
ing by 4.9 percent, University 
officials announced on Tuesday.

The increase next year will 
bring the cost of a Rider educa-
tion to $31,330, up by $1,460. 
Dean of Students Anthony 
Campbell and Vice President of 
Enrollment Management Jamie 
O’Hara announced the increase 
to the student senate.
 “We work really, really hard 
to keep the increases down as 
low as we can,” said Campbell. 
“There are certain things we 
can’t control. Gas prices go up 
and there is the cost of every-
thing that goes on on this cam-
pus.”
 The cost of Rider’s room 
and board is also increasing for 
next year. This year, a standard 
double room costs $3,410 per 
semester. It will increase next 
year by $255, to $3,665 per 
semester. The cost of a standard 
meal plan will increase from 
$2,190 to $2,240 per semester.  
 None of the fees, including 
the student activities fee and 
technology fee, will increase 

next year.
 According to O’Hara, the 
average increase for private in-
state institutions is 5.5 percent. 
Tuition increases at state insti-
tutions are currently capped at  
4 percent per year.
 “Increases last year at 
our peer institutions ranged 
from 7.1 percent at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University, 5.5 per-
cent at Monmouth University 
and 4.7 percent at Seton Hall 
University,” O’Hara said.
 Officials at The College 
of New Jersey and Rowan 
University said that their tuition 
increases for the next year have 
not yet been set.
 According to O’Hara, pub-
lic institutions in New Jersey 
generally wait to announce 
their tuition increases when the 
state budget is determined in 
July.
 “Because of the continued 
state budget constraints, it is 
expected that state institutions 
will increase at a higher rate 
than previous years,” he said.
 According to a letter sent 
to students’ parents this week 
by the University about the 
increase, the process of set-
ting the tuition increase is one 

that requires balancing several 
issues.
 “In determining the new 
tuition rates, the Board of 
Trustees carefully balanced the 
need to support the quality 
of your educational experience 
with the need to maintain 

affordability,” the letter states.
 Student reaction to the 
tuition increase was mixed.
 “I have no idea where the 
extra money goes,” said junior 
Steph Foran. “All I know is that 
Rider is getting more and more 
expensive to attend. I take out 

all my loans in my own name so 
that’s really just putting me in a 
financial hole for later in life.”
 Junior Sarah Badawy said 
that the University needs to 
be careful about raising the 

 
 A package of educa-
tion reform bills proposed  
Wednesday by Gov. Chris 
Christie is expected to affect the 
tenure of public school teach-
ers across the state, including 
Rider education graduates and 
majors.
 The package, introduced 
to the state legislature, would 
place new teachers on a pro-
bationary status until a state 
evaluation system deems them 
effective in their hired position.
 Under the new system, 
teachers would be given one of 

four ratings – highly effective 
effective, partially effective, or 
ineffective.
 Teachers given the two 
highest ratings three years in a 
row would be eligible for ten-
ure. Educators rated partially 
effective for two years or inef-
fective for one year would lose 
their job protections and could 
be fired at a principal’s discre-
tion.
 Nonetheless, Rider’s Dean 
of Education Sharon Sherman, 
who testified on tenure in 
front of the state Legislature in 
December, feels that education 
majors will not have any prob-

lem when entering and main-
taining a job in the profession.
 “I am not a bit concerned 
about Rider education majors,” 
she said. “They are gaining sol-
id preparation for teaching and 
we are using a sophisticated 
system of standards.”
 According to Christie’s pro-
posed reforms, a new evaluation 
system of teacher performance 
would be established to deter-
mine a teacher’s effectiveness 
and whether they are worthy 
of tenure. The system would 
be based on a combination 
of student test scores, class-
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Senior Meghan McGee, left, and junior Jillian Hoolihan interact 
with fourth graders from Millstone River Elementary School. 
Their future careers could be affected by Gov. Christie’s reforms.
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Tuition increase holds steady at 4.9 percent

Angelique Lee/The Rider News

By Dalton Karwacki
karwackid@theridernews.com

Christie’s proposed reforms 
could spell trouble for ed majors

University officials announced a tuition increase Tuesday at Senate. This is the third consecutive 
year that tuition increased by 4.9 percent. Tuition next year will be $31,330, up from $29,870.
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Security BriefS
Caught on tape
 On Sunday, April 10, 
at 4:21 a.m., Public Safety 
responded to suspicious sur-
veillance footage in which 
two male residents were 
seen taking large items into 
Lincoln Hall. 
 The students contin-
ued to be monitored and 
were then seen taking a table 
from the area outside of the 
Science Building. The two 
males then proceeded to take 
the table back to Lincoln as 
well. 
 Public Safety later deter-
mined that the students had 
first stolen two chairs from 
the Alpha Xi Delta house and 
were taking the items back to 
Lincoln. 
 In total, the suspects 
stole a table and two chairs 
and have been charged with 
attempted or actual misap-
propriation of property. 

Locker theft
 Public Safety was called 
to the SRC at 8:46 p.m. 
on Wednesday, April 6, after 
receiving a call from a female 
student reporting items were 
stolen from her locker while 
she was working out.
 The victim reportedly 
arrived at the SRC at about 
7:30 p.m. and upon leaving 
the gym, found that the cloth-
ing, ID, keys and electronics 
she had put in an unsecured 
locker in the women’s locker 
room were missing. Public 
Safety checked the area, but 
found nothing. 
 Her electronic devices 
were later found, but the 
other items have not been 
recovered. 
 Anyone with informa-
tion on the stolen items 
can contact Public Safety at 
x5029.

Alcohol violation
 An underage male resi-
dent student was found intox-
icated outside of Olson Hall 
at 12:36 a.m. on Saturday, 
April 9. 
 A male staff member of 
Olson called Public Safety 
and reported that the suspect 
was advised to not enter the 
building but did so anyway. 
 Public Safety later deter-
mined that the student had 
been drinking in another 
room earlier that night. Upon 
arrival at this room, Public 
Safety found two female 
underage residents who con-
firmed that the suspect had 
been drinking in their room. 
The female residents and the 
male suspect were charged 
with alcohol violations. 
Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.
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Coming
Up ...

Friday, April 15
The Importance of Being 
Earnest preview, 7 p.m., Spitz 
Theater 

Pub Night, 9 p.m., BLC Pub

Saturday, April 16
The Importance of Being 
Earnest Preview, 8 p.m., Spitz 
Theater 

Sunday, April 17
Senior Weekends Broadway 
Off-Campus Trip, 11 a.m. - 7 
p.m. bus departs ftom SRC

Monday, April 18
Westminster SGA Elections, 
11 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Thayer 
Lounge

Tuesday, April 19
Blood Drive, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m., 
BLC Cavalla Room 

Green Film Series: Y.E.R.T., 
2 p.m., Sweigart 115

Wednesday, April 20
Earth Day Celebration 
2011, 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., 
Cranberry’s Patio

Earth Day Speaker: Mark 
Dixon of  Y.E.R.T., 6 p.m., 
Sweigert 115

The Importance of Being 
Earnest , 8 p.m., Spitz Theater

Comedian Wendi Fox, 10 
p.m., Sweigert 115. Seating is 
limited to 100 Rider Students. 
Tickets on sale for $2.00 at the 
SRC ticket booth.

Thursday, April 21
Pub Night, 4:30 p.m., BLC 
Pub

The Importance of Being 
Earnest , 8 p.m., Spitz Theater

Compiled by Rachel Stengel
To list your event, e-mail
ridernews@rider.edu
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We can get you there.
Thinking of taking an extra class or two while you’re home 
this summer? Five-week and seven-week sessions start 
May 23.

We offer hundreds of courses, including many that are 
available online. So you can take them any time you want. Plus 
we have five traditional campuses and nine satellite locations 
conveniently located all around Burlington County. And we 
offer the lowest tuition rates of any community college in the 
state.

Great summer courses that are
convenient and affordable. 

5 and 7
WEEK

SESSIONS.
ALL SUMMER

I WANT
to get more out 
of my summer.

tuition.
“The more they keep 

increasing the tuition, the less 
high school juniors and seniors 
are going to prospectively look 
to attend here,” she said.
 Other students were more 
accepting of the increase, how-
ever.
 “I understand a lot of peo-
ple are probably concerned and 
a little angry with the tuition 
increases, but I take the side 
that Rider needs the money 
and they’re responsibly raising 
tuition on an as-needed basis,” 
said junior Ethan Grossman. 
“There’s a lot behind the scenes 
that it takes to run a campus 
than what the students interact 
with.”
 O’Hara said that one of the 
University’s primary concerns 
when figuring out the increase 
is how much the financial aid 
budget can be increased. Rider’s 
financial aid budget will grow 
by 7 percent, a total growth of 
$3 million. This will leave the 
University with $45.5 million 
to distribute to students.
 “One of the biggest pieces 
that we’re looking at each year 
when we’re setting the increase 
is how much we can increase our 
financial aid dollars,” O’Hara 
said. “Where do your tuition 
dollars go? That’s always some-
thing I get asked. The number 
one piece of it does go to the 

aid that we give to students in 
the form of scholarships.”

According to O’Hara, 
increasing the student financial 
aid budget remained a priority 
at Rider even after Gov. Chris 
Christie signed a budget for the 
state that removed $2.5 million 
from Rider’s operating budget. 
In spite of these cuts, the finan-
cial aid budget increased by 
$1.9 million. Rider’s total oper-
ating budget is approximately 
$186 million.
 “Last April, we came in 
with a budget that we were 
anticipating to be about $41.7 
million in financial aid dollars,” 
he said. “We spent an addi-
tional $800,000 on financial 
aid just this year.”
 He said that the University 
does not expect the state to 
return the cut $2.5 million in 
the near future.
 “We do not anticipate that 
we’ll see that money again next 
year,” O’Hara said.
 O’Hara also said that while 
the two construction projects 
on campus, the new academic 
building and the addition to 
the BLC, are largely funded 
through private donations, 
some of the funding comes out 
of Rider’s operating budget, 
marking another place where 
student tuition money is spent.

tuition
Continued from p. 1

The new academic building (top) and the BLC Theater ex-
pansion projects are still expected to open in the fall 2011 
semester. To read about the progress, see theridernews.com. 

Helen Mannion/The Rider News

Construction projects 
on track for fall 2011

 Jeff Thomas/The Rider News
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room observations and teacher 
practices. The governor hopes 
that the package of bills will 
be implemented by the 2012-
2013 school year. 
 “This is not an issue about 
attacking teachers,” Christie 
said in a speech he gave regard-
ing the reforms in New York 
City last week. “Good teachers 
need to be encouraged to do 
their best and be rewarded.”
 Christie feels the long-term 
protection from dismissal that 
teachers currently receive has 
caused them to become com-
placent in their positions. The 
current policy allows teachers to 
acquire tenure after successfully 
serving in the position for three 
consecutive years and being 
rehired for the fourth. The new 
evaluations would be manda-
tory in all districts, though 
the proposal would need the 
approval of the state legislature. 
 Sherman, though in favor 
of the tenure reforms, believes 
the proposed system does have 
its flaws. 
 In her opinion, the main 
weakness of the proposed 
reforms is that the system for 
evaluating teachers and princi-
pals is not fully developed.
 “The governor assumes that 

we have a statewide database 
of student performance and a 
statewide database on teachers, 
and we don’t have that. We are 
years away from having that,” 
Sherman said.
 The state currently is work-
ing on an evaluation system 
known as the NJ Educator 
Effectiveness Task Force. The 
program will ultimately evalu-
ate a teacher’s effectiveness 
through the combination of 
observations, student test scores 
and teacher practices. From this 
evaluation, the educator’s status 
as a tenured or non-tenured 
teacher will be determined.
 Sherman stated that she 
is confident in the accredita-
tions the School of Education 
has received from the National 
Council for Accreditation of 
Teacher Education (NCATE). 
The NCATE standards empha-
size systematic assessment 
learning and promote increased 
accountability.
 Sherman believes the com-
bination of upholding such 
standards within the School of 
Education as well as the depart-
ment’s extensive student teacher 
resources and in-class observa-
tions will give Rider education 
majors ample preparation for 
any system the state develops. 
 Many Rider education 
majors are in agreement with 
the proposed reforms, though 

they do not believe the state 
should rely on student test 
scores to evaluate a teacher’s 
effectiveness.
 Junior elementary educa-
tion major Stephanie Corda 
said many factors should be 
considered when assessing 
teachers.
 “I believe that all individu-
als should be judged on their 
job performance, including 
teachers, but education is a lit-
tle different from other profes-
sions,” she said. “In education, 
there are so many things that 
hinder students’ performance 
that cannot necessarily be con-
trolled or fixed by the teacher.”
 Shirley Turner, associ-
ate director of Career Services 
a state senator and a mem-
ber of the Senate’s Education 
Committee, also said tenure 
should not be based solely on 
test scores or the subjectivity of 
administration. 
 “Lesson preparation, mak-
ing good use of prep time,  
taking advantage of in-service 
learning opportunities and con-
tributing to the school com-
munity are only some of the 
other criteria that should be 
considered,” she said.
 Chelsea Bradshaw, resi-
dent of the Student Education 
Association and a junior ele-
mentary education major, 
agrees that the contingencies of 

the evaluation system must be 
fair. 
 “In my opinion, Christie’s 
new law about tenure is both 
good and bad,” Bradshaw said. 
“I’m pleased that he is changing 
the tenure policy, but students’ 
test scores aren’t necessarily 
going to measure how well a 
teacher can teach.”
 Turner is certain there will 
always be room for dedicat-
ed students who excel in their 
academic coursework and in 
school classrooms. 
  “It is important for educa-
tion majors to keep in mind 
how they can continue their 
professional growth by con-
tinuing education,” she said.   
“Students who have a true pas-
sion for teaching, and who are 
prepared to work hard, show 
initiative and who excel in their 
academic course work will do 
well. 
 According to Sherman, in 
1909 New Jersey became the 
first state to institute tenure as 
a way to protect teachers from 
the whims of autocratic princi-
pals. Getting a job as an educa-
tor often was based on politi-
cal connections rather than the 
individual’s skill to instruct stu-
dents. Teachers could be fired 
for speaking up and question-
ing the school’s educational 
practices. Protection from such 
abuses came with the enact-

ment of tenure in New Jersey, 
with other states soon follow-
ing. 
 Today, every state but 
Wisconsin has some sort of 
tenure plan. However, many 
now believe the tenure laws 
cause more problems than they 
solve because tenured teachers 
who are not performing up to 
par cannot be laid off. Most 
states are looking to overhaul 
their tenure systems.
 Christie’s legislative plan 
to revoke the current tenure 
laws would include the estab-
lishment of merit pay in which 
a teacher’s pay would no lon-
ger be based on seniority and 
years of service, but their ability 
to improve student test scores. 
He is calling for tenure to be 
“granted and maintained” and 
hopes that it becomes some-
thing teachers strive for.
 New Jersey teachers and 
their union, the New Jersey 
Education Association (NJEA), 
strongly oppose the proposed 
reforms and feel they would 
greatly politicize the hiring and 
evaluation process. 
 NJEA president Barbara 
Keshishian said, “ [ C h r i s t i e ] 
just doesn’t understand teach-
ing, the tenure process or what 
constitutes a sound evaluation 
process.” 

 

Tenure
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A few moments of your 
time could help save a life at 
Rider’s Bone Marrow Registry 
Drive on Tuesday. 

 The event is being held 
in conjunction with the blood 
drive from 1 to 4 p.m. in the 
BLC Cavalla Room. 
 At the event, the Be The 
Match Foundation will be 
registering participants in 
the National Marrow Donor 
Program (NMDP) registry, 
not taking bone marrow at the 
event. The registration involves 
a simple cheek swab and some 
paperwork. The cheek swab 
will provide the participants’ 
tissue/marrow type. They will 
then be entered into the reg-
istry and await a potential 
match. Lauren Kohn of the 
Post Baccalaureate Pre-Medical 
group developed the motto for 
the drive, “Fifteen minutes of 
your time could mean a lifetime 
to someone else.” 
 NMDP and the Be The 
Match Foundation are  non-
profit organizations striving to 
give patients the opportunity to 
receive bone marrow or umbili-
cal cord blood transplants. Bone 
marrow donations aid patients 
suffering from leukemia and 
other life-threatening diseases. 
Seventy percent of individuals 

who require such transplants do 
not have matches in their fam-
ily. The NMDP aids patients 
requiring a match. 
 The Be The Match 
Registry has grown to more 
than 9 million donors. Since 
1987, NMPD has facilitated 
more than 43,000 transplants. 
Each year, 5,200 transplants are 
facilitated by NMPD, giving 
more people a second chance at 
life. 
 Dr. Bryan Spiegelberg, 
assistant professor in the 
Department of Chemistry, 
Biochemistry and Physics, 
acted as the catalyst for the 
event. Five organizations are 
coordinating the event: the 
Post-Baccalaureate Pre-Medical 
Studies student group, the 
Women’s Field Hockey team, 
Lambda Theta Alpha Latin 
Sorority, Lambda Theta Pi Latin 
Fraternity and the American 
Medical Student Association 
(AMSA).
  While in graduate school, 
Spiegelberg participated in a 
bone marrow drive that for-
ever impacted his life. After 
being placed into the regis-
try, he was called a year later 
by the NMDP as a possible 
match for a leukemia patient. 
He underwent further testing, 
which allowed him to donate 
peripheral stem cells (cells simi-

lar to bone marrow). These cells 
were transplanted into a mid-
dle-aged man with end-stage 
leukemia. Spiegelberg’s dona-
tion extended the man’s life 
for another four years, during 
which the two became friendly. 
Unfortunately, the man passed 
away in 2005, but his wife and 
son continue to hold annual 
bone marrow drives in order to 
expand the registry. 
 “The dedication of my 
recipient’s family has inspired 
me to help out with the cause,” 
Spiegelberg said.   “Thousands 
of patients with leukemia and 
other diseases need bone mar-
row transplants, but the bone 
marrow (or stem cells) that they 
receive must be closely matched 
to their own (similar to blood 
typing, but far more exten-
sive).  Because of this need for 
close matches, many patients 
are unable to receive a poten-
tially life-saving transplant.  By 
adding people to the registry, 
we hope that we can increase 
the matching success rate.”
 According to the NMDP, 
the chance of being select-
ed as a donor is one in 12. 
If one should be called as a 
match, there is additional test-
ing required before donation. 
Thaiphi Luu, a member of 
the AMSA explained how the 
donation process occurs. The 

participant will attend an infor-
mation session about donation 
and undergo a physical exami-
nation to ensure the donation 
is safe. There are two methods 
of donation: peripheral blood 
stem cells (PBSC) and bone 
marrow. 
 The PBSC donation takes 
place at a blood center or out-
patient hospital unit. The pro-
cedure requires the donor to 
take medication that promotes 
the development of blood-
forming cells five days before 
the donation. 
 At the donation, blood is 
removed from one arm and 
sent through a machine, which 
separates out the blood-form-
ing cells; the rest of the blood 
is returned through a needle 
in the other arm. The normal 
level of blood-forming cells will 
return in four to six weeks. 
 The bone marrow dona-
tion takes place at a hospital. 
It is a surgical procedure where 
liquid marrow is drawn from 
the pelvic bone. Anesthesia is 
administered; the donor feels 
no pain during the procedure. 
Both procedures allow the 
donor to return home the same 
day. 
 Luu encourages students to 
participate in the drive. 
 “We have to look at the 
facts,” he said. “Thousands of 

people throughout the U.S. 
need a bone marrow transplant. 
These afflicted people are suf-
fering from debilitating diseas-
es, such as leukemia, and we 
can possibly help save their lives 
by simply signing up on the 
marrow donor registry.”
 Rider’s Bone Marrow 
Registry Drive will also be 
raising money to support 
NMDP and the Be The Match 
Foundation. Typically, adding 
a donor to the registry costs 
$100, but the Be The Match 
Foundation will be adding 
Rider students free of charge. 
Rider’s fundraising will be used 
to offset the money the Be The 
Match Foundation is providing 
for free registration. 
 A car wash will be held 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon 
at the PEAC Health & Fitness 
located at 1440 Lower Ferry 
Road, Ewing, N.J. Donations 
can be made at the event or 
given to Speigelberg. Donations 
are accepted as cash or checks 
made out to The HLA Registry. 
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Rider’s bone marrow drive aims to save lives
By Rachel Stengel
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Renowned artist moves students to dance 

 Mice, movement and 
Martha Graham were just a few 
of the exciting elements that 
made up the Rider Master Class 
dance event on April 6.
 The dancers of the Rider 
Dance Program were given 
the opportunity to attend a 
master class given by Tadej 
Brdnik, principal dancer of 
the world-renowned Martha 
Graham dance company. Arts 
administration major Caroline 
Asuncion was responsible for 
bringing the class to campus. 
 “I was so inspired,” 
Asuncion said. “I wanted to 
share my experience with the 
Rider dancers and with my pro-
fessors.”
 It seemed that Asuncion’s 
drive paid off when 10 dancers 
showed up at 9:30 a.m., eager 
to get the class under way. All 
dancers in attendance agreed 
that they were excited for the 
opportunity.
 At approximately 9:45 
a.m., Brdnik opened the door 
and the chattering fell silent at 
the sound of his first step into 
the room. All eyes were on the 
blonde Slovenian dancer as he 
walked to the front of the room 
and apologized for breaking his 
phone, since that meant the 
dancers would have no music 
other than his counting for the 

class. From the looks on the 
faces of the dancers, not many 
seemed to mind. 
 Brdnik began by introduc-
ing the Graham technique. 
 “The Graham technique is 
simply a result of her teaching 
others to move in the same way 
that she did,” he said. 
 The Martha Graham 
Dance Company, founded in 
1926 and located in New York 
City, is known for its focus 
on numerous styles of dance. 
Celebrity choreographers such 
as Merce Cunningham and 
Paul Taylor studied under 
Martha Graham. The company 
is constantly expanding, and 
has performed for audiences in 
more than 50 countries.
 While a dance technique 
is normally a system of skills, 
style and tactics that develop 
over long periods of time, the 
Graham technique is the only 
training that has developed over 
the lifespan of a single person.  
By learning this technique, 
Rider dancers can help train 
their core muscles and spines in 
order to increase their strength 
and become better dancers. 
 The basis of Graham work 
is the center, contraction and 
release. Brdnik described this 
motion as “seaweed moving 
at the bottom of the ocean. 
It responds from the base, 
upward.” This new way of initi-

ating movement challenged the 
dancers by forcing them to go 
back to the basics of technique. 
 Brdnik told the dancers 
that they could become better 
simply by doing something as 
trivial as sitting up straight. 
 “It’s like the alphabet,” he 
said. “You have to know the let-
ters, the basics. Otherwise, you 
get all of your words wrong.” 
 While this concept was 
new to the dancers, it was not 
the only unusual aspect of the 
morning. During a warm-
up combination on the floor, 
Brdnik noted that the danc-
ers seemed too concentrated 
on positions and were neglect-
ing to put energy behind their 
movement. In order to fix 
this problem, he told danc-
ers to “color their movement 
with sound,” meaning that he 
wanted them to scream, yell or 
grunt while they performed the 
combination to initiate energy. 
 The dancers were unable 
to take this instruction seri-
ously the first few attempts. In 
fact, the first attempt resulted 
in silence and then laughter. 
However, Brdnik refused to let 
the girls off easy. 
 “This is what college is 
about,” he said. “It’s something 
new and different. I want to 
bring you out of your comfort 
zone.” 
 Sure enough, the fourth 

attempt at the combination 
resulted in yelling that corre-
sponded to each dancer’s moves. 
 During the final minutes of 
class, Brdnik invited his “new 
little family” to sit down with 
him for some questions and 
answers. Sophomore Madeline 
Calandrillo wanted to know 
how he got started as a dancer. 
 “I was born into a very poor 
family in Slovenia,” he said. 
“My mother did not believe in 
dancing as a profession.” 
 Brdnik went on to describe 
his mother’s desire for him to 
go to college, and his tem-
porary desire to be a dance 
journalist. He entered a five-
day dance competition on a 
whim, and at the end of it 

he emerged as the winner and 
was approached by a represen-
tative from the Martha Graham 
Dance Company. Brdnik called 
his mother and said, “Mom, I 
won. They want me to go to 
the U.S.” His news was met by 
20 excruciating seconds of dead 
silence followed by, “That’s fan-
tastic. Let’s make it happen.” 
 Overall, the class proved to 
be an inspiring experience.
 “Taking this class has 
opened my mind and moti-
vated me to do something out 
of the ordinary and enabled 
me to embrace part of myself 
as an artist,” said sophomore 
Courtney Schumacher.  

Courtesy of Angela Romansky

Freshman Alison Giampolo learns the Martha Graham tech-
nique under the careful instruction of principal dancer Brdnik.

Vocalmotion finds the key to success 
 A small a cappella group forms in 
October, and by April it is competing on 
the international stage. No, this is not a 
Glee spin-off; it’s the story of Rider’s own 
a cappella group, Vocalmotion.
 A cappella groups are not new 
to Rider, with the already well estab-
lished Rider Vibes and Westminster’s 
Deaftones. Vocalmotion has been gen-
erating attention since it won second 
place at the Mid-Atlantic semifinals 
of the International Championship of 
Collegiate A Cappella (ICCA) competi-
tion, a regional a cappella competition 
held at Rutgers University in March. A 
wildcard round determined if it would 
advance to the ICCA finals at Lincoln 
Center in New York this Saturday.
 “We sent in a recording [of 
Vocalmotion performing],” said Matt 
Barron, a Vocalmotion member.
 Barron said the recording was com-
pared against those of other second-place 
finishers in other regional ICCA semifi-
nals to determine who would advance. 
Unfortunately for Vocalmotion, the 
competition was cut short. But the 
wildcard round is an achievement for a 
musical group that has existed for only a 
short a time. 
 Vocalmotion’s Facebook page dis-
cusses its origins as coming together 

“After a windy October night, when 
three of its members harmonized to 
Beyoncé’s ‘If I Were a Boy’ by the ducks 
sitting on the lake.” The group was 
founded by Richard Crandle, who was 
featured on NBC’s The Sing Off and 
played the role of Seaweed in the 2009 
tour of Broadway’s musical Hairspray.
 Since then its membership has 
grown to 10 members, a small number 
for an a cappella group, which usually 
averages around 15 to 20 members.
 “Everyone has to pull their own 
weight,” Barron said. That puts extra 

responsibility on the members to learn 
the music and rehearse so they can con-
tribute equally to the group.
 Vocalmotion’s attention to 
vocal quality earned an Outstanding 
Arrangement prize for the group’s direc-
tor, Richard Crandle, in the ICCA Mid-
Atlantic Semifinals. The A Cappella 
Blog (ACB) wrote a review of the com-
petition that praised the group for com-
ing so far in so short a time.
 “My hat’s off to the group for not 
resting on its laurels, really stepping 
it up in response to a higher level of 

competition,” said Mike Chin, content 
manager for ACB, in his review of the 
event.
 Vocalmotion is done competing for 
the year, but the 10 members share a 
passion for this form of music, which 
involves singing without instrumental 
accompaniment. However, not all of 
them are studying performing arts.
 Barron is studying political science 
and history at Rider. Two other mem-
bers are studying math and education, 
subjects that are outside the School of 
Fine and Performing Arts. Others are 
focusing on musical careers, including 
Crandle, who is a musical theater major.
 Each member of Vocalmotion had 
to audition to gain his or her spot. A 
certain level of dedication also is expect-
ed.  The current roster is composed of 
six male singers, including its founder 
Crandle, and four female students. 
 Vocalmotion is smaller than the 
Rider University Choir, the Rider 
Vibes and the Rider University Bronc 
Band, other musical groups on the 
Lawrenceville campus. 
 However, if the group can gar-
ner this much attention in less than 
six months, Barron’s optimism for the 
future is understandable.
 “Hopefully next year we’ll make it 
further,” he said.

Courtesy of The A Cappella Blog

From left, Troy Johnson, Rajeer Alford, Samantha Ferrara, Elena Camp, Matt Bar-
ron, Tina Cartaino and Richard Crandle make up the award-winning group.

By Angela Romansky

By Jess Scanlon



 While chain restaurants hold the appeal of familiar flavors and trusted meals, going 
to a new, independently owned shop, whether the experience is pleasant or not, is a 
breath of fresh air. Fedora Café, located on Route 206 about 10 minutes north of cam-
pus, is just what is needed if your normal restaurant seems dull and ordinary.
 Dimly lit with tinted windows, the restaurant seems closed at first glance. However, 
the sign with the hours of operation and strings of lights in spirals in the front of the 
building hint at life and the whimsical air inside.
 Eclectic is the first word that springs to mind once you step through the doorway. 
Large butterfly decorations hang from the ceiling, which match the dragonfly lights 
scattered throughout the small café. Tables are surrounded by mismatched chairs of 
all colors and styles, and a couple of couches are added into the mix. It is easy to feel 
immediately comfortable, as everything from the people to the furniture screams casual.
 During lunch hours, menus are available at the counter, where you place your 
order. Salads and paninis are staples, including the option to build your own, with a 
variety of meats, cheeses and breads. Some of the pre-made sandwiches include the 
Fedora Club, which contains grilled chicken, goat cheese, tomato, bacon, baby greens, 
corn salsa and avocado relish, and the Pastrami Panini with coleslaw, Russian dressing 
and swiss cheese. The food is basic, reasonably priced for the portions and cooked well.
 During dinner, the atmosphere shifts. Easy-going waiters arrive, allowing you to sit 
back and relax while you order and await the arrival of your food. The menu changes 
drastically as well. It expands to include appetizers, “baby appetizers” and entrees. 
 There are four appetizers and three baby appetizers, including roasted vegetable 
nachos and BBQ chicken flatbread. The meals range from salads to fish to burgers and 
other types of meat, including their fried chicken, the description of which reads, “Too 
embarrassed to admit you love KFC? Well, give our fried chicken a try.” There are classic 
favorites, like cheeseburgers, and more unique options like the Grilled Cajun Chicken 
Salad, which is topped off with a pineapple mango salsa. The portions are large and 
more than enough to satisfy.

 

 For those with a big appetite, Fedora also offers an all-you-can-eat pasta option. 
Three different types of pasta, eight types of sauces and 10 ingredients are available for 
$10.99, with the option to add chicken for an extra $2 or crab, calamari or shrimp for 
an extra $4.
 While the food is prepared well enough to keep customers coming back, what really 
draws people into the café is the dessert selection. Fedora Café offers a huge selection of 
sweets in a glass case, including simple treats like cannolis and more complex ones such 
as the raspberry fudge brownie and the French apple galette. 
 These are so good that the café makes cakes by request for any occasion, particularly 
weddings. It boasts the ability to re-create designs in photographs or custom make them 
to best suit the customer’s needs. The restaurant also offers catering for such events.
 However, a trip to the café needs to be planned carefully. The building is small, 
so space can sometimes be hard to come by, particularly when the outdoor seating is 
closed because of bad weather. Also, the hours of operation can be limiting. It is closed 
on Mondays and open only for brunch on Sundays.
 Nonetheless, Fedora Café offers an interesting alternative to the normal restaurants. 

 You may have heard of the prospect 
of the human mind recording the last 
moments before death, like a VCR or 
DVR. In Wild, Wild West, the last thing a 
person sees is burned into their eyes like 
a photograph. Doctor Who has computers 
that copy brainwave patterns and make 
“speaking” with the dead possible. Source 
Code incorporates a little of both.
 Captain Colter Stevens (Jake 
Gyllenhaal, Love and Other Drugs), an 
Air Force helicopter pilot, wakes up on 
a train with no memory of getting there. 
He is confronted by Christina (Michelle 
Monaghan, Gone Baby Gone), who speaks 
to Stevens like she knows him, referring to 
him as Sean Fentress. This quickly proves 
too much for Stevens, and as Christina 
confronts him, the train they are on 
explodes.
 Stevens awakens inside a dark capsule, 
suspended in the air by harnesses. The 
capsule is lit by a single monitor, which 
his contact Goodwin (Vera Farmiga, Up 
in the Air) uses to communicate with 
him. She explains that for the past two 
months Stevens has been participating in a 
secret government program called “Source 
Code,” in which the last eight minutes of 

a person’s life can be re-lived by tapping 
into the electrical currents within one’s 
mind. Fentress, she explains, was the only 
suitable match for Stevens in the pool of 
victims from that morning’s train explo-
sion. She explains to him that another 
attack is imminent and they need Stevens 
to continue entering the “Source Code” 
until he has discovered the bomber. 
 Gyllenhaal’s performance is surpris-

ingly good, even bringing the audience 
near tears in the last 10 minutes. Without 
giving any more of the plot away, it is a 
thrilling, twist-filled film meant to keep 
the audience guessing all throughout. The 
only problem is it didn’t. About 15 min-
utes into the movie, the bomber can easily 
be deduced, the main plot twist can be 
discovered and the ending is predictable.
 Shortly after that, the first predictions 

about the plot subsequently proved true 
as well. This is not to say that everyone 
who sees the film will have the same issue. 
Its main twist would be obvious to some-
one like an avid Sci-Fi fan, because it’s a 
repetitive theme. It’s nothing new, but it’s 
certainly nothing common either. The 
main issues arose with the discovery of 
the bomber’s identity, which was terribly 
obvious from practically the first scene.
 A movie of this genre has every right 
to break the laws that govern our world, 
but when a film breaks its own internal 
logic, you are presented with a plot hole. 
Source Code is rife with these holes, some 
more obvious than others. For example, 
the first rule of the movie is that “Source 
Code” is not time travel; it is like hit-
ting rewind on a remote. You can neither 
change the future nor exist beyond the 
eight-minute time limit. This is seemingly 
forgotten as Stevens exits the train before 
it explodes and continues to live beyond 
the allotted time on several occasions.
 While Source Code has its logic issues, 
the acting is impressive, the story is com-
pelling, and by the end you find yourself 
really feeling for Stevens in a way you 
wouldn’t expect. If you can ignore the plot 
holes and the obvious twists, the movie 
is very entertaining and definitely worth 
seeing, especially for fans of films like The 
Matrix, Inception and Groundhog Day.

 The coal industry is becoming a mon-
ster to the natural life in the Appalachia, 
which is the focus in the dramatic docu-
mentary Coal Country. The movie depicts 
modern day mining and displays the 
struggles of miners and activists over one 
of the world’s biggest ecological problems: 
mountaintop removal.
 The April 12 showing of Coal Country 
led to a discussion between students and 
Eco-Reps at the Green Film Series in 
Sweigart 115 concerning the problems and 
other natural concerns presented by coal 
companies because of mining, which were 
represented in the film. It was moderated 
by Assistant Professor of Environmental 
Sciences Dr. Daniel L. Druckenbrod.
 “America has the capacity to lead and 
innovate alternatives that do not pit the 
industry against the environmentalists,” 
Druckenbrod pointed out to the audi-
ence. 
 “Just because coal is the cheapest 
thing around doesn’t mean we should be 
using it,” senior Brenna Simonson added.
 America’s coalfields are full of modest 
and magnificent people, whom we might 
never hear of unless we put our ears very 
close to the earth, according to the film. 
The tremors are just under the surface. 
 The film Coal Country shares the 
story of a rift in a people. In the heart of 
Appalachia, from which America drew 
centuries of prosperity, where mining was 
once an identity as much as an occupa-
tion, coal is now threatening the people’s 
very existence. The movie gives a quick 
look at the struggle today through the 

economics, environment, legal battles and 
protests. 
 Country music singer Kathy Mattea 
sets the tone for the movie in the intro-
duction, with a beautiful rendition of Jean 
Ritchie’s classic “The L&N Don’t Stop 
Here Anymore.”
 Most Americans don’t even think of 
coal as something we use today, accord-
ing to author Michael Schnayerson at the 
movie’s beginning, yet it provides approxi-
mately a quarter of our energy. We accept 
the power of coal while knowing next to 
nothing about it. The message rings loud 
and clear: coal destroys. 
 Writer and director Phyllis Geller 
strives for balance in the film. It film fea-
tures artists, activists, politicians, miners, 
hollow-dwellers and industry executives. 
 Sweeping aerial footage shows the 
scars of mountaintop removal surface 
mines, and rivals the film Planet Earth for 
storytelling through cinematography. 
 A tearful Mattea disembarks from the 
plane and says, “There are no words.”
 Judy Bonds, an award-winning activ-
ist and wind energy advocate, keeps a 
loaded rifle behind the door of her home 
to deter would-be assailants in the film. 
 Also portrayed is Joe Lovett, an attor-
ney who has made a name for himself in 
the last decade by holding coal companies 
accountable to existing laws that had been 
circumvented in the permitting process. 
He said that it’s been a difficult struggle, 
referring to the [defendant] government’s 
method of appealing to a sympathetic 4th 
Circuit court of appeals.
 “It’s been a fight,” he said.  “We win 
one, they undo it, we win one, they undo 

it.” This vicious cycle has been tirelessly 
perpetrated.
 We are left with hope from students, 
locals and institutions that are looking 
“beyond coal” and toward renewable ener-
gy solutions. 
 While coal’s giant shoes will be dif-
ficult to fill, due to America’s long history 
of dependency on it, opponents say it is “a 
crutch that we have to learn to walk with-
out.” Coal Country depicts contemporary 
Appalachia, distraught over coal.  It is 

emotional but not dark, indicting but not 
libelous, and optimistic while realistic. 
 The Green Film Series, launched in 
fall 2009, continues to deliver a message 
about key matters concerning sustainabil-
ity, conservation and environmental issues 
to the Rider community.
 These events are held on the second 
Tuesday of every month with an upcom-
ing special presentation of YERT: Your 
Environmental Road Trip on Sunday and 
Thursday in Sweigart 115.

FILM REVIEW

 Oscar Wilde’s classic comedy, The Importance of Being Earnest, follows the tangled web of Jack, a country bachelor who uses the 
name Ernest in the city, giving him license to frolic anonymously.
 Director Dr. Patrick Chmel is an adjunct professor of theater at Rider who worked on Broadway before joining the Rider fac-
ulty. He has been published in many national publications, including the prestigious Theatre Journal.
 There will be seven performances of The Importance of Being Earnest in the Spitz Theater. A preview performance will be pre-
sented tonight and tomorrow at 7 p.m.  Performances will be presented on Saturday, April 16, and Wednesday, April 20, through 
Friday, April 22, at 8 p.m.; and Saturday, April 23, at 2 p.m. To purchase tickets call the box office at 609-896-5303.

Peter G. Borg/ Rider University

From left: Juniors Chris Reed, David Spadora and Kelcie Kosberg rehearse for The Importance of Being Earnest.

‘Source Code’: a sore disappointment

Vendome Pictures

Colter and Christina exchange a few last words right before the train explodes.
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Coal Country features the battle between coal companies and residents of the 
Appalachia as well as the hardships the residents face because of this ongoing fight.

By Mike Potts
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Mining for the truth in ‘Coal Country’

May 6
 
 In Princeton University 
Chapel at 8 p.m., the 
Westminster Conservatory 
Community Chorus and 
Chamber Choir will be 
performing Rachmaninov’s 
masterpiece, “All Night 
Vigil,”  “Op. 37,” conduct-
ed by Devin Mariman. 
Alongside the Chorus, the 
Chamber Choir will sing 
the choral music of Alfred 
Desenclos and other French 
composers.

May 19

 Each month, the 
Westminster Conservatory 
at Nassau performs a 
lunch-time recital. May’s 
recital will be held at the 
Niles Chapel of Nassau 
Presbyterian Church in 
Princeton at 12:15 p.m. It 
will feature a performance 
by Katherine McClure, 
flute, and Esma Pasic-
Filipovic, piano.

Upcoming 
Westminster

Events

An eclectic eatery 
students should visit
By Emily Eiermann
eiermanne@theridernews.com

By Chris Mitsoulis

This glass case contains some of the most decadent desserts Fedora Cafe offers.
Fedoracafe.webs.com

Classic play highlights dishonesty
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GSA still working to achieve total acceptance for all

Meet the WestMinster sGA 
executive BoArd cAndidAtes

Anna
Friars

Daniel
Halbstein

Daniel 
Elder

Samantha
Scully

 Last weekend, the Rider Gay-Straight Alliance 
(GSA) attended the Northeast Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgendered Conference at Binghamton University 
in New York. Our weekend was filled with a lot of 
exciting activities including a drag show, keynote 
speakers about LGBTI (lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gendered and intersex) people seeking asylum from 
discrimination, beatings and harassment, as well as 
how to help those both in and outside our community 
learn about it. We are now more capable of teaching 
the university about issues that many are very unedu-
cated about — particularly transgendered issues and 
the appearance of LGBTI persons in the media.
 Transgendered and intersex individuals face an 
uphill battle in gaining recognition of rights in much 

of the United States and are being welcomed into our 
community as a movement toward an equal future 
advances. Transgendered persons are born with a gen-
der identity that does not match his or her physical 
sex (gender is mental identity, and sex is the physical 
condition). Intersex is the umbrella term for when a 
person’s sexual anatomy doesn’t fit the definitions of 
male or female. 
 Individuals in the LGBTI community are still 
seeking to find acceptance in much of American 
society and places across our country, including in 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania. In New Jersey, a bill for 
equal marriage was voted down in January in the state 
Senate and Gov. Chris Christie has promised to veto 
it in the future. According to Ted Martin of Equality 

Pennsylvania, it is still legal to fire or discriminate 
against an employee for being LGBTI in Pennsylvania.
 At Rider, there are many resources for you if you 
have any questions about these issues or wish to dis-
cuss them with people. The GSA meets every Monday 
night at 10 in the Fireside Lounge of the BLC. Also, 
the Counseling Center is always open to any student 
who has questions about sexuality and sexual identity 
topics. Just remember, no one is alone in their struggles 
for identity and you need to support those in your life 
who may need it in their search for self.

- Chris Shepherd
Class of 2011

Hometown: West Deptford, 
N.J.
Year: Junior
Major: Music education & 
sacred music; voice
Clubs/Activities: SGA 
Executive Board Vice President, 
Speaker of the Senate, NJ 
CMENC Vice President/
President-Elect 2010-2012, 
Rider University Circle K Vice 
President, MTNA, ACDA
Why are you running for this 
position? The concerns of our 
students are extremely impor-
tant and I need to help advo-
cate for my peers to our staff, 
faculty, administration, Rider 
University and our commu-
nity at large. I am seeking out 
this position to make a positive 
impact on the lives of oth-
ers and to continue fighting in 
the best interest of our student 
body. I feel that I am someone 
students can talk to about their 
concerns in confidence know-
ing that I will advocate for and 
act in the best interest of them. 

Hometown: Rochester, N.Y.
Year: Junior
Major: Music theory/composi-
tion
Clubs/Activities: Phi Mu Alpha 
Sinfonia, Williamson Voices, 
Jubilee Singers, Westminster 
Student Senate 
What changes would you like 
to see made next year? I want 
to turn the Student Senate into 
a more motivated and produc-
tive body than it is now, with 
the goal of passing a minimum 
of two pieces of legislation per 
month. I want to work with the 
executive board to put on more 
charity concerts. Last year, the 
board staged a “Hope for Haiti” 
benefit concert, which raised 
money to help victims of the 
earthquake. With the enormous 
wealth of talent at Westminster, 
I believe that we can do excel-
lent things for the world while 
providing performance oppor-
tunities for a student body that 
is always looking for them.

Hometown: Athens, Ga.
Year: First year Masters student
Major: Composition
Clubs/Activities: Westminster 
Choir, Bach Consort, MCHaT 
forum, Graduate Assistant in 
theory/composition
What changes would you like 
to see made next year? I would 
like to explore an expansion of 
the academic catalogue year-to-
year, for one thing. Many key 
electives for upperclassmen and 
graduates are not offered on a 
consistent basis. Making these 
courses more regularly available 
would open new opportunities 
for academic exploration while 
at Westminster. I would also 
like to work toward bridging 
the gap between graduates and 
undergraduates, resident and 
commuter students. 

Hometown: Ringwood, N.J.
Year: Junior
Major: Voice performance
Clubs/Activities: SGA 
Treasurer, ACDA, Williamson 
Voices
What changes would you like 
to see made next year? I would 
like to see a continual develop-
ment of projects like the Guest 
Artist Initiative and successful 
events such as President’s Ball 
that began this year. I would 
also like to attempt to facili-
tate greater communication 
between class governments and 
RSOs so that there can be a 
better sense of planning and 
preparations for our functions 
and fundraising.
How would you go about 
making those changes? I am 
hoping to use what worked 
this past year and adapt the 
ideas that were less successful to 
work in closer proximity with 
organizations and the Executive 
Board.

Secretary TreasurerPresident
Vice 
President

 All students are permitted 
to vote on Monday, April 18, 
for SGA positions, includ-
ing the Executive Board and 
Junior and Sophomore Class 
Councils. Voting will occur 
online from 10:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. The winner will be 
announced around 6 p.m. on 
Monday.

Westminster SGA 
Ballot

Class Councils

Junior Class

President:
Elizabeth Folger
Johnny Wilson

Vice President:
Bretta Cline
Ryan Wilson

Treasurer:
Michelle Handy

Sophomore Class

President:
Brianne Pantalone

Vice President:
Edgar Mariano 



Teacher tenure has been in effect for more than 100 years 
in order to protect teachers from getting fired for reasons 
unrelated to their teaching ability. Back then, teachers 

could be let go for speaking against a new rule that the school 
board wanted to pass, or for something as trivial as wearing a 
pair of pants to work instead of a dress or skirt. There is now a 
proposal to completely rework tenure for public school teachers 
in New Jersey because Gov. Chris Christie feels that it’s merely a 
way to protect bad teachers.
 While Christie is against teacher tenure and wants to elimi-
nate it, he has compromised and offered a new proposal: teach-
ers rated as highly effective or effective for three consecutive 
years can receive tenure, but if they are rated partially effective 
for two years or as ineffective for one year, they can lose their 
status. Christie’s proposal also gives more weight to student stan-
dardized test scores and classroom observations. 
 It makes sense to regularly evaluate teachers on how they 
work and how their students perform, but considering test scores 
as a big part of the grade doesn’t. Many students freeze on stan-
dardized tests and simply don’t do well, through no fault of the 
teacher. These scores should be looked at, but how the teacher 
performs in the classroom should be the ultimate assessment.
 According to Dean of Education Sharon Sherman, the new 
proposal won’t hurt Rider education majors; in fact, she believes 
that the university has fully prepared them to work well with the 
changes to tenure. 
 Contrary to popular belief, tenured teachers aren’t guaran-
teed a job for life and can be fired — about one year and several 
thousand dollars later. To get a tenured teacher fired, charges 
against the teacher must be filed, evaluations of the teacher and 
students must be conducted and court hearings and appeals 
must occur. It’s a lengthy, expensive process — one that many 
school boards don’t want to go through. That’s why tenure 
should not be given to just anybody.
 Right now, teachers can receive tenure in just two or three 
years. But is that an appropriate amount of time to assess 
whether a teacher deserves that level of protection? Christie 
believes that bad teachers are protected by tenure, and they can 
be, as long as they work hard for a few years. So why not extend 
the required length of time to assess teachers to five or 10 years? 
Rider professors aren’t eligible for tenure until the beginning of 
their sixth year of service. We should hold our K-12 teachers to 
this same standard. 
 Teacher tenure is a necessity. If there is a rule that the school 
board wants to pass, teachers should be able to speak out against 
it if they feel that it won’t be beneficial to the students without 
fear of losing their jobs. If teachers make a lot of money and the 
school wants to bring in a younger, less-expensive teacher, they 
should not be fired for that reason. There must be an indication 
that the teacher is not fulfilling his or her duties and giving the 
students the best education possible — the ultimate goal of tenure.
 Christie has made a great decision to revamp tenure. But he 
should give less weight to student test scores and focus more on 
teacher performance for a longer period of time than currently 
required so that only the best teachers get the kind of protection 
that tenure provides.

Eco-Rep Green Corner

Road trip gives Earth Day inspiration
Editorial

Tenure revamp 
won’t affect Rider

E-mail us at:
ridernews@rider.edu; newssection@rider.edu;
featuressection@rider.edu; 
opinionsection@rider.edu;
sportssection@rider.edu
The Rider News, Ridge House
2083 Lawrenceville Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Phone: (609) 896-5256
Fax: (609) 895-5696

This weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion 
of The Rider News. This week’s editorial was writ-
ten by the Opinion Editor, Angelique Lee.

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to the editor 
from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s telephone number 
and e-mail address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks on individuals or groups 
are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters  to the editor for length, clarity, accuracy, gram-
mar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste and civility. Brevity is encouraged. All 
decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, which may reject any letter. Send to The 
Rider News via e-mail (ridernews@rider.edu), campus mail, or hand deliver to Ridge House. All 
letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding publication.

The Rider News is printed by Packet Publications, Princeton, N.J.  Our paper, purchased directly from 
North American mills, is composed of 50 percent recycled newsprint and 50 percent thermo-mechanical 
pulp (made from wood-chip and sawdust byproducts of the wood industry). Our inks are soy or mineral 
oil, not petroleum-based. Printing plates, litho film materials and silver content are recycled after use.
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April 13, 1870 — The Metropolitan Museum of Art is founded.
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 Earth Day has been officially celebrated 
every year on April 22 since 1970, making April 
22, 2011, the 41st national celebration. Rider 
will be holding its own festivities on Wednesday, 
April 20, to mark the occasion. From 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on the Cranberry’s patio (rain loca-
tion: the SRC Lobby), there will be games, a 
human-powered ride and information tables to 
educate the community in a fun and interactive 
way about how to live sustainably and environ-
mentally friendly, thus making “every day Earth 
Day.” There also will be a keynote speaker, Mark 
Dixon, from Your Environmental Road Trip 
(YERT) to talk to students about what his group 
does and its feature film, YERT. 
 Dixon, along with Ben and Julie Evans, 
make up a group of environmental activists who 
went on a year-long eco-expedition through 
the 50 states to ask and answer questions about 
America’s unique approach to environmental 
sustainability. With their quirky, tongue-in-cheek 
manner, they cruised across the country in a 
2006 Ford Escape Hybrid to capture what aver-
age Americans are doing to increase our country’s 
sustainability. This included everything from 
museums made of found items to a solar roadway 
project to fix our nation’s crumbling infrastruc-
ture to men and women living in the side of a 
mountain without the comforts of civilization. 
 Through vlogging (video blogging), blog-
ging and social networking, the team shared its 
adventure with the Internet community. They 
followed three “road rules” throughout their 
journey to ensure they were also reducing their 

eco-footprint: 
 l We will create less than one shoebox 
of garbage each month, including recyclables. 
Compost is deposited at compost piles.
 l We will never turn on an incandescent light 
(except car lights).
 l We will use approximately 25 gallons of 
water per person per day.
 YERT has taken its adventure and turned it 
into a feature film celebrating the American spirit 
in the face of adversity. They wanted to capture 
what the current generation is accomplishing in 
order to ensure that future generations have the 
same opportunity to enjoy all that our planet 
and beautiful nation have to offer. According 
to the YERT website, the film promises to be 
a thought-provoking, inspiring and sometimes 
hilarious documentary chronicling the coura-
geous and creative individuals, groups, businesses 
and leaders of this country who are tackling the 
greatest environmental threats in history. These 
three adventurers were looking to answer a criti-
cal question: “Are we doomed?” 
 YERT will be screened in Sweigart Room 
115 on Sunday at 2 p.m. and Tuesday at 6 p.m. 
On Wednesday, a meet and greet dinner will 
take place from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. in Science 
Room 310, and Dixon will present in Sweigart 
Room 115 at 6 p.m. Anyone planning to attend 
the meet and greet dinner should e-mail Melissa 
Greenberg (megreenberg@rider.edu).

- Lauren Clabaugh
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep



 Rider’s golf team is teeing 
up for the end of the season 
with only two weeks left before 
the Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conferences Championship. 
The team competed at the 
Princeton Invitational last 
Saturday and Sunday, where 
they faced off against highly 
competitive teams that includ-
ed Georgetown, Princeton and 
Temple.
 Freshman James 
Buttermark led the team 
through the weekend, ending 
the 54-hole tournament with 
a 232 and a tie for 51st place. 
Buttermark played a consistent 
three rounds scoring 77, 78 and 
77, respectively.
 “It felt good being the low 
scorer on the team,” Buttermark 
said. “I’m a freshman and I just 
try to do what I can to help the 
team play well for the tourna-
ment.”
 Senior Brian Accorsini was 
in 66th place after Saturday, 
coming back to finish the tour-
nament on Sunday with a final 
round of 74, scoring 237 for 
the weekend and tying junior 
teammate Chris Wolak.
 On day one, senior Jordan 
Wycoff was tied for 57th. 

Wycoff was two strokes behind 
Buttermark and one stroke in 
front of Wolak on the leader 
board. He ended the tourna-
ment in a tie for 63rd with 
an overall score of 238 for the 
weekend.
 The team shot a 944 as a 
whole, finishing 12th for the 
invitational. Yale finished with a 
team score of 848 and won the 
tournament by six strokes over  
University of Pennsylvania.
 “I think we fared pretty 
well at the Princeton tourna-
ment. There were a lot of really 
good teams at this tournament, 
and this score for us was the 
lowest of the spring so far,” 
Buttermark said. 
 On Monday and Tuesday 
the golf team will travel to 
Gettysburg, Pa., to com-
pete in the Mount St. Mary’s 
Invitational.
 “We have one more tour-
nament before our conference 
championships where we are 
looking to play well so we 
can get our confidence up for 
the conference championship 
because our goal is to win it,” 
Buttermark said. 
 The Broncs will test their 
skills in the sunny atmosphere 
of Celebration, Fla., at the 
MAAC Championships on 
April 29, 30, and May 1.

Phillies
Continued from p. 11

By Jillian Shutt

GOLF
make sure I make the right call.”
 Though the job may be 
demanding at times, Maconi 
wouldn’t trade it for anything.
 “I look at it this way,” 
Maconi said. “There are 30 
teams in Major League Baseball. 
Each team only has two official 
scorers, so there are really only 
60 of us in the world. I think 
I’m pretty lucky to be one of 
those 60.”
 Maconi also takes an inter-
est in the success of the men’s 
baseball team, along with its 
head coach, Barry Davis who 
Maconi says deserves a lot of 
credit for the team’s continuous 
success. 
 “You got a team that is 8-1 
in the MAAC conference. Are 
you sure you wouldn’t want to 
talk to Coach Davis instead of 
me?” Maconi joked.
 Though the days may seem 
long, Maconi knows he is living 
an opportunity many would give 
their jobs up for in an instant. 
With the passion Maconi exudes 
in all his projects, one thing 
becomes clear: he is truly living 
the American dream. 
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RAMAPO COLLEGE
GRADUATE OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 16,10 a.m.
Tuesday, May 3, 5:30 p.m.
Location: Trustees Pavilion

Register online at:
www.ramapo.edu/graduate/opengrad/
201.684.7270 or graduate@ramapo.edu

Graduate Programs at Ramapo College
will put your career on the fast track.

Master of Arts in Sustainability Studies
Master of Science in Nursing
Master of Science in Educational Technology
Master of Arts in Educational Leadership*
Master of Arts in Liberal Studies

If you are looking to energize your career,
Ramapo College of New Jersey has the answer.
We offer unique graduate programs designed to
prepare students for the next step in their
professional career and personal development.
Whether you’re interested in taking your career
to a new level or beginning a new career, graduate
programs at Ramapo provide the tools and
foundation to get you there.

New Jersey’s Public Liberal Arts College

*pending state approvalENERGIZE YOUR CAREER.

505 Ramapo Valley Road • Mahwah, NJ 07430 • 201-684-7300
www.ramapo.edu
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Golf prepares for final season push

Senior Brian Accorsini had a successful tournament, finishing in 
the top half for the Broncs, who finished 12th in the event.

Peter G. Borg/Rider University



Rider worker living the dream with Phils
 

 Facilities manager at Rider 
by day, scorekeeper by night. 
This is the life being led by 
Mike Maconi, who plays two 
roles almost on a daily basis 
during baseball season.
 At Rider, Maconi is the 
director of operations for 
Facilities Management, over-
seeing the general day-to-day 
operations throughout the 
Lawrenceville campus.
 At night, Maconi sits in the 
press box at Citizens Bank Park 
watching every Philadelphia 
Phillies home game, recording 
the action as the official scorer.
 How did this once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity present 
itself to Maconi? All it took was 
a good friend and a bit of good 
fortune.
 “It’s all luck,” Maconi said 
in a phone interview Tuesday. 
“I am good friends with Tom 
McCarthy (now play-by-play 
announcer for the Phillies) 
because we were fraternity 
brothers. He called me out of 
the blue in 1997 because he 
was working with the Trenton 
Thunder at the time and he 
told me, ‘Mike, the Thunder 
is looking for an official scorer, 
are you interested?’ I knew the 
rules of baseball, but I never 
scored a game. With Tom’s help 

I went over to the Thunder 
and they hired me right on the 
spot.”
 After McCarthy’s departure 
from the Thunder organization, 
he landed a position with the 
Phillies, and once again pre-
sented Maconi with an amazing 
opportunity.
 “Tom gives me another call 
in 2005 and says ‘Mike, the 
Phillies are looking for an offi-
cial scorer, are you interested?’ 
My answer was ‘yes,’ of course. 
I talked to someone in the 
baseball operations office and 
they asked me to score a game, 
which I did, and after that they 
hired me.”
 Being a staff member of 
the Phillies has its perks. One 
moment Maconi will never for-
get came when Phillies ace Roy 
Halladay pitched a no-hitter in 
October last year.
 “Scoring Halladay’s no-
hitter in the playoffs was one 
of the biggest moments so far,” 
Maconi said. “I had never seen 
a no-hitter and it was a piece 
of history that I was able to 
be a part of in an obscure way, 
which was pretty cool. There 
was also an 18-inning game 
that took five hours to complete 
one year.
 “When you’re the offi-
cial scorer, you can’t turn your 
head,” he said. “You have to 

watch every play. I have to stay 
focused and keep my eye on the 
game at all times.”
 Scoring the three World 
Series home games in 2008 
against the Tampa Bay Rays was 
another moment of Maconi’s 
official scorer career that he will 
never forget.
 “My biggest highlight was 
scoring the three 2008 World 
Series home games when the 
Phils beat Tampa Bay,” Maconi 
said. “Especially the final game 
that started on a Monday, was 
suspended due to rain and was 
unable to be completed until 
Wednesday.”
 There is one aspect of the 
job Maconi does not enjoy, 
however.
 “Traffic and driving down 
I-95 is a pain,” he said.
 Upon his arrival to the sta-
dium, Maconi has a few items 
of business that need to be tak-
en care of to ensure a smooth 
game day. 
 “I get there at least an hour 
before the game, and when I 
get there I grab the opening 
day line-up and the stat sheet,” 
Maconi said. “I then put the 
lineups for both teams in the 
scorebook. There is also a form 
I have to fill out and send to 
the Elias Sports Bureau that is 
the official box score for every 
game with my signature on 

the bottom, which makes it 
official. I document the home 
runs and stolen bases for each 
player. I usually do about 15 
minutes worth of paperwork 
and just get everything ready to 
go before the first pitch.”
 Sometimes, though, there 
is a questionable play, and it is 
up to Maconi to decide how 
to score it. Does the batter 
get a base hit, or does the play 

go down as a fielding error? 
This decision comes down to 
Maconi, and he has all the 
resources available to him in the 
press box.
 “I have a TV to my left 
where I can review any close 
play as many times as I want, 
which makes my job easier,” he 
said. “I will end up watching 
it two, three or four times to 

Courtesy of Mike Marconi

Mike Maconi sits perched in the press box watching every move 
during the game in order to properly make the correct call.
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Lawrenceville Campus: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Cranberry’s Patio 

(Rain location: The SRC Lobby)

Music, Games & Giveaways
•	 Take	a	turn	on	the	human-powered	sit	and	spin	ride
•	 Test	your	golf	skills	with	the	Putting	Challenge
•	 Learn	about	Sustainable	Rider,	Greeks	Go	Green,	

Powershift
•	 Talk	to	representatives	from	Alteris	Renewables	

(Solar),	Waste	Management	and	Quench
•	 Play	the	quiz	wheel	with	the	chance	to	win	prizes
•	 Donate	old	and	used	books	to	Better	World	Books

Meet Mark Dixon from the feature film YERT
April	20	@	6	p.m.	presentation	in	SWG	115
Start	at	our	meet	&	greet	with	Mark,	4:30	pm	at	Science	310
Watch a special showing of Mark’s film “YERT” on:
Thursday	4/14	@	11:30	a.m.
Sunday	4/17	@	2	p.m.
Tuesday	4/19	@	6	p.m.

Earth Day Celebration
April 20, 2011

We hope to  
see you there!

By David Pavlak

See Phillies, p. 10



 

 The Rider track and field team won several events 
while hosting the Rider Invitational this past Saturday. 
Competing  against five other teams, the men finished 
first, while the women finished second on its home 
field.
 “I thought that the team competed very well and 
even exceeded expectations in some areas,” said Head 
Coach Bob Hamer. “We were at the front of every race 
and made great efforts to win each event. We had some 
young athletes that really stepped up.”
 For the Rider men, freshman Steve Brown won 
the long jump with a distance of 6.65 meters and the 
triple jump in 14.07 meters, while sophomore David 
Hightower finished first in the 110-meter hurdles, 
qualifying for IC4As in 14.63 and won the 200-meter 
in 22.65. 
 Sophomore Perry Asare came in first in the 
100-meter, earning a time of 11.64. Freshman 
Wilvenson Baptiste won the 400-meter in 51.01 and 
sophomore Jorge Merino placed first in the shot put 
with a distance of 16.20 meters and discus in 49.05 
meters.
 “Jorge Merino had a great day setting the Rider 
record in the shot put and qualifying for IC4As in the 
shot put and discus,” Hamer said. “He has been work-
ing real hard and he is now seeing the results.”
 Other achievements for the Rider men included 
sophomore Josh Frake winning the 5,000-meter with 

a time of 16:08.38, freshman Joseph Carlin finish-
ing first in the 800-meter in 1:56.87 and freshman 
Christopher McGovern earning first place in the jav-
elin with a distance of 57.76 meters. 
 As for the Rider women, sophomore Mia Riley 
placed first in the 100-meter in 12.26, while sopho-
more Erin McMullin won the 200-meter with a time 
of 25.68 and the 400-meter in 57.93.
 “[Erin]  is very competitive and it shows on race 
day. She is always in contention,” said Hamer.
 Junior Heather Giovagnoli came in first in the 
800-meter in 2:16.82 and sophomore Erin Fitzgibbons 
finished first in the steeplechase, earning a time of 
12:03.42.
 “I wasn’t ecstatic with my time, but winning gave 
me confidence and made me realize that I can improve 
my time in the steeple in the future and help the team,” 
Fitzgibbons said.
 Also for the Rider women, junior Kristen Perrine 
placed first in the 1,500-meter with a time of 4:42.84, 
while sophomore Paige McAtee won the 5,000-meter 
with a time of 18:48.97.
 “I was happy to win a race and help out the team,” 
said McAtee. “It was exciting because it was my first 
collegiate win and I was happy with my time.”
 Next up, the track and field team is competing in 
the Hopkins/Loyola Invite in Baltimore on Saturday.
 “I am very excited to compete this weekend against 
some teams that we do not always see on a regular 
basis,” Hamer said. “It will give the team an oppor-
tunity to further see how they compare against some 
different athletes and better gauge our chances for the 
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 The Broncs brought out 
the brooms this past weekend, 
sweeping a key three-game 
series at Marist (21-8, 4-4 
MAAC). Rider is now heading 
into its three-game set against 
Siena this weekend, riding a 
five-game winning streak.
 Last weekend began with 
a doubleheader in which both 
games were decided by just one 
run. The Broncs (19-10, 8-1 
MAAC) won the first game, 
4-3, and the second game, 3-2. 
Rider completed the sweep 
with a 4-2 victory on Sunday.
 “We played well,” said 
Head Coach Barry Davis.
 In the final matchup, the 
two teams were knotted at 
two until the top of the eighth 
inning when senior Mason 
Heyne broke the tie with an 
RBI double that scored junior 
Brandon Cotten. The RBI gave 
Heyne 168 for his Rider career, 
tying the school record. 
 “Being the RBI record 
holder is an awesome accom-
plishment,” said Heyne. “It 
means a lot to me. [The record] 
was in the back of my mind but 
I just concentrated on doing 

everything I could to help us 
win games.” 
 Heyne had two of Rider’s 
four RBIs while Cotten had 
two hits as well as two runs 
scored. 
 Senior Jeff Giordano 
earned the win in relief of 
sophomore Joe Calogero, who 
pitched a solid 6 2/3 innings, 
allowing just one earned run. 
Senior John Ralston tacked on 
an RBI single in the top of the 
ninth inning to add insurance 
before the ball was handed to 
sophomore Tyler Smith, who 
closed the game by striking out 
the side.
 Smith recorded a save in all 
three games and was awarded 
MAAC Pitcher of the Week for 
his efforts. Smith has saved each 
game during Rider’s five-game 
winning streak and now has 
nine on the season. 
 “He has been dependable,” 
Davis said. “He’s been in a lot 
of close games. He is the closer.”
 The Broncs opened the 
weekend with a doubleheader 
that began with Marist jump-
ing out to an early 2-0 lead. It 
held up until the fifth inning 
when the Broncs erupted with 
four runs. The rally began with 
a fielding error, a hit batter and 
two walks, which were followed 

by a key two-run single by 
senior A.J. Albee. An RBI single 
by Heyne immediately followed 
Albee’s single.
 “All of the games had a feel-
ing of great importance,” said 
Heyne. “We came ready to go. 
Our pitching was awesome and 
we got some big hits all week-
end.”
 Albee and Heyne combined 
for five hits and three RBIs. 
Sophomore Mike O’Reilly was 
on base four times with two 
base hits and two walks. Cotten 
had an RBI walk as well as a 
run scored but had his 13-game 
hitting streak snapped.
 The four-run outburst 
would be enough for senior 
Mike Thomas, who pitched 7 
2/3 innings, giving up three 
earned runs to pick up his 
fourth win of the season and 
24th of his Rider career, which 
is just two shy of the school 
record. 
 In the second game, both 
teams struggled to bring runs 
across the plate. The game was 
tied at 2 until the top of the sev-
enth inning when Cotten broke 
the tie with an RBI single, scor-
ing sophomore Adam Wayman, 
who had previously reached on 
a fielding error and moved to 
second on a sacrifice groundout 

by Albee.
“It was a first-pitch fastball 

right down the middle and I 
put a good swing on it and the 
ball found a hole,” said Cotten. 
“In my previous at-bats, I was 
letting that first pitch down 
the middle go by and I wasn’t 
going to let that one in that at 
bat-go.” 

The single gave Rider the 
3-2 lead, which would end up 
being the final score.
 Senior Nate Eppley pitched 
six innings, giving up just one 

earned run as he picked up his 
fourth win of the season. Smith 
then came in to close the game.
 Cotten and Heyne each 
had two hits and an RBI in the 
win. 
 Rider looks to ride the 
momentum into this weekend’s 
series with Siena. 
 “We are starting to play 
really good baseball at the right 
time,” said Heyne. “Everyone is 
confident and we all believe.”

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Freshman Steve Brown was successful in the long 
jump, taking first place with a jump of 6.65 meters.

Cutting it Close
Broncs able to walk away with wins 
over tough rival MAAC opponent

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Senior Mason Heyne has driven in 168 runs for his Rider ca-
reer, which ties the school record for most all time.

Men and women win top honors at home
TRACK AND FIELD

By Corey Donetz

By Victoria Lyons

BASEBALL
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