
 The local man charged 
with attempting to lure a female 
Rider University student into 
his vehicle on Monday is out 
on bail and will appear in court 
next week, said Sergeant Joseph 
Caloiaro of the Lawrence 
Township Police Department 
(LTPD) Thursday.
 Tony Kadyhrob posted 10 
percent of the $2,500 bail and 
is scheduled to appear in the 
Lawrence Municipal Court on 
Tuesday at 8 a.m., said Caloiaro.
 Kadyhrob, 68, of Lawrence, 
was arrested Tuesday after-
noon after attempting to lure 
a 19-year-old female student 
into his vehicle, a third degree 

felony under New Jersey law. 
According to Lt. Charles Edgar 
of LTPD, Kadyhrob was appre-
hended on Tuesday without 
incident at his residence on the 
2000 block of Princeton Pike.
 “He’s been strongly advised 
that he’s not to go anywhere 
near campus… or the victim,” 
Edgar said.
 According to Edgar, officers 
were called to the Lawrenceville 
campus on Monday on a report 
of a student who claimed a man 
attempted to lure her into his 
vehicle in Z lot near the South 
entrance of campus. 
 The official police report 
and mug shot were unavailable.
 Public Safety issued a warn-

 The Orange Iguanas, 
Animal Crackers, Challah 
Gators and Gorilla Juiceheads 
participated in Rider 
University’s third annual Relay 
for Life, which took place on 
Saturday, March 26.
 The “Broncs Gone Wild”-
themed event drew more than 
1,000 participants, and com-
promised of 60 teams, who 
banned together to celebrate, 
remember and fight back against 
cancer. Rider aimed to claim 
the title of “Top Performing 
College Relay in New Jersey” 
for the third year in a row. As 
of Thursday, Rider’s event had 
raised approximately $55,000. 
 Junior Lindsay Galbraith, 
event chair for Relay, said she 
was proud of Rider’s financial 
success of the event, but believes 
there are other measures of suc-
cess besides monetary value. 
 “Most people would judge 
an event like this by its mon-

etary success,” she said. “We 
did awesome, but our Relay is 
much more than a fundraiser. 
It is a place for our whole Rider 
community to come together 
for a common cause.”
 “There is not one single 
person on this campus who 
hasn’t heard about cancer in 
one way or another and Relay 
is a place where we can all come 
together to celebrate those who 
won, remember the loved ones 
lost and fight back for those still 
dealing with cancer, as well as 
those in the future,” Gailbraith 
said. “Rider Relay achieved all 
of those goals as well as the fun-
draising aspect of it. And if I do 
say so myself, it was a fun-filled 
night.”
 According to the official 
website, Relay for Life began 
through the sole efforts of Dr. 
Gordy Klatt, a colorectal sur-
geon in Tacoma, Wash., in 
1985. He walked around a track 
for 24 hours to raise money for 
the American Cancer Society. 

His actions were the precursor 
to the modern Relay.
 Once the teams settled into 
the SRC, the event began with 
a speech from cancer survi-
vor R.J. Barkelew. He was a 
Hero of Hope for this year’s 
Relay. Barkelew spoke about his 
personal struggle and victory 
against cancer. He noted that 
cancer has had an impact on his 
life, but he can be proud of his 
struggle with the disease. 
 “And the fact that I can 
always look back on it and 
be proud of what cancer has 
done to me I can finally say, 
‘Bring it on, life! Let’s see what 
you’ve got!’” Barkelew said to 
an applauding crowd. 
 More than 1.2 million new 
cases of cancer are reported each 
year, according to the American 
Cancer Society. Relay expanded 
to an international event in 
1996. More than 3.5 million 
people in 5,000 communities 
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Fundraising for a cure: 
Broncs go wild at Relay
By Rachel Stengel

From Rider to ESPN: 
The Digger Phelps story

Jonathan Daniel/Getty Images

To read about Digger Phelps, a Rider alumnus who now 
works as an ESPN sports commentator, see p. 12. 
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Attempted abduction 
suspect makes bail, 
court date scheduled

Jeff Thomas/The Rider News 

The freshman resident parking lot was the site of the attempted abduction of a female student 
that occurred on Monday.  The suspect was arrested, released on bail and is due in court Tuesday. See Arrest, p. 3

By Kaitlin MacRae
macrae@theridernews.com
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Doris DeYoung, long-
time English professor and 
social director of the American 
Association of University 
Professors at Rider, passed away 
on Tuesday.  She was 75.
 DeYoung began her career 
at Rider in the Department 
of English in 1968 and was 
esteemed by many students. 
 “Named by Andrew J. 
Rider scholars as the professor 
who had the most profound 
influence upon their college 
careers, Doris both engaged her 
students and was devoted to 
them,” said a statement from 
the university. 
 DeYoung served on depart-
mental committees, assessed 
freshmen for course placement 
in the Department of English 
each summer, and traveled to 
many places for academic con-
ferences, including Dublin, 
Berlin and Edinburgh.
 Dr. Jane Rosenbaum of the 
Department of English came 
to Rider in 1978, and did 
all of these things alongside 
DeYoung. She said she remem-
bers her late friend fondly. 
 “She had, after experiencing 
a great deal of misery, developed 
a wonderful sense of humor 
about it all,” Rosenbaum said. 
 According to Rosenbaum, 
DeYoung was diagnosed with 
polio at the age of 8 and suf-
fered mobility problems for the 
rest of her life. Eleven months 
after marrying the Dean of 
Liberal Arts Harry DeYoung 
and at the age of 38, DeYoung 
found herself in the hospital 

because of serious health prob-
lems as her husband was dying 
of a blood disease in the same 
hospital. 
 According to Rosenbaum, 
DeYoung was slated to return 
to teach during the fall semester 
of 2011, despite more health 
problems. DeYoung suffered 
from three major seizures just 
before Thanksgiving in 2009 
as the result of several brain 
tumors. 
 “It was thought by all, 
including her doctors, that she 
would be well enough to return 
by this fall,” Rosenbaum said. 
“However dreadful that all is, 
and there was, I assure you, 
more even than that, she man-
aged, with the passage of time, 
to turn the situations surround-
ing all of these things into a 
series of hilariously funny sto-
ries.” 

 Dr. Seiwong Oh, chair of the 
Department of English another 
professor in the Department of 
English, knew DeYoung for 18 
years and described her as car-
ing, nurturing and humorous. 
 “She was plain-spoken, but 
eloquent at the same time,” he 
said. “She was not only a great 
professor but a great storyteller, 
one who had an infinite inven-
tory of stories to tell.” 
 DeYoung’s funeral has been 
scheduled for Saturday, accord-
ing to The Times of Trenton. 
The viewing will be held from 
1-3 p.m., followed by religious 
services at 3:30 p.m. at the 
Bongiovi Funeral Home in 
Raritan, N.J. She is survived 
by her brother, a nephew and 
several cousins.   
 

Security BriefS

Phone home

 A female visitor may not 
want to return to Rider after 
the theft of her cell phone last 
week. 
 On Thursday, March 24, 
at 1:52 p.m., Public Safety 
was dispatched to the ground 
floor of the BLC on the 
report of a stolen cell phone. 
 The visitor stated that 
while there, she had gone to 
use the restroom. After leav-
ing the restroom, she wanted 
to place a call, but could not 
find her cell phone in her 
purse. 
 The visitor realized she 
had left her phone on a table 
outside the Rider University 
Bookstore, but when she 
went back it was gone. Public 
Safety checked the area and 
could not find it. 
 The cost of the cell phone 
was approximately $300. 
 The investigation is 
ongoing. Anyone with infor-
mation should contact Public 
Safety at x. 5029.
 
Good Samaritan

 Two female students par-
tied a little too hard and 
received a trip to the hospital 
last weekend. 
 On Saturday, March 26, 
at 1:42 a.m., Public Safety 
officers were out on patrol 
when a male witness flagged 
them down. He told the 
officers that his friends were 
sick and needed assistance. 
He requested that the Good 
Samaritan law be invoked. 
 He said that he and his 
friends had picked up two 
female students from an off-
campus party and that they 
were ill. The officers went to 
the car where the girls were 
located and confirmed the 
females’ identification. The 
students were transported to 
a nearby hospital for further 
evaluation and treatment. 

Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.

Longtime professor fondly remembered
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Coming
Up ...

Friday, April 1
Pub Night, 9 p.m., BLC Pub

Saturday, April 2
Off-Campus Trip: Phillies 
Game, 4 p.m., SRC. $60 per 
person. Tickets are on sale  
through today at the SRC 
Ticket Booth from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Monday to Friday. Event 
is only open to seniors. 

Off-Campus Trip: Red Bull 
Arena, 5 p.m. New York Red 
Bulls vs. Houston Dynamo. 
For more information please 
e-mail John Duke at dukej@
rider.edu.

Sunday, April 3
SEC Drive-In Themed Movie 
Night, 8 p.m., Campus Green

Monday, April 4
Pub Night, 9 p.m., BLC Pub

Tuesday, April 5
Student Government 
Elections, 9 a.m., SRC

Careers in Political Science, 
11:30 a.m., Sweigart 117

Thursday, April 7
University Day 2011, 11:30 
a.m., Daly’s 

Gender and Sexuality 
Studies Colloquium, 11:30 
a.m., Sweigart 115

Pub Night, 4:30 p.m., BLC 
Pub

Compiled by Katie Zeck
To list your event, e-mail
ridernews@rider.edu

By Emily Landgraf
landgrafe@theridernews.com

The
Rider News

The Rider News took home four awards from 
the New Jersey Collegiate Press Association’s Col-
legiate Newspaper Contest for the 2010-2011 aca-
demic year.

“I’m very proud of all the editors and the staff,” 
said Executive Editor Allie Ward. “I think we did 
a great job last year, and we’re looking to continue 
doing great work this year.” 

The Rider News recognized 
for excellence by NJCPA

First Place

Sports Writing 
Josh Veltrie

Third Place

Feature Writing  
Emily Landgraf 

Third Place

Layout and Design  
Staff

General Excellence
Staff

Be sure to 
check the
ridernews.com 
for our weekly 
blogs on ev-
erything from 
sports to pho-
tography to life 
as a freshman.

Courtesy of Jane Rosenbaum

Professor Doris DeYoung of the Department of English is pictured at right with Dr. Jane Rosen-
baum. DeYoung passed away on Tuesday at the age of 75 after battling brain tumors. 

 Don’t forget 
to vote for the 
Lawrence ville 

SGA candidates on 
Tuesday, April 5, at 
the SRC. 

To read about the 
presidential and 
vice presidential 
candidates’ posi-
tions on campus 
issues go to 
theridernews.com 
on Monday for a 
web exclusive. 

√



ing via Rider Alert around 2:50 
p.m. on Monday notifying stu-
dents of the incident. The ini-
tial alert described the suspect 
as a white male in his 50s, tall 
and thin with a bushy mous-
tache, and as wearing a gray  
beret, jeans and pointed brown 
boots. The university promptly 
notified LTPD.
 The student, who is from 
Monroe, N.J., told police she 
was getting out of her car when 
she observed a man who looked 
suspicious. As she began walk-
ing toward her destination, the 
man engaged her in small talk. 
He then proceeded to grab her 
by her upper arm and attempt-
ed to get her into his car. She 
was able to get away and ran 
toward Daly’s before returning 
to her residence hall, where she 
called Public Safety, according 
to Edgar.
 “We were able to put offi-
cers on the scene. They were 
able to determine they possibly 
knew who this guy was based 
on the officers’ previous contact 
with him,” Edgar said.
 The law states that “a per-
son commits a crime of the 
third degree if he attempts, via 
electronic or any other means, 
to lure or entice a person into a 
motor vehicle, structure or iso-

lated area, or to meet or appear 
at any place, with a purpose to 
commit a criminal offense with 
or against the person lured or 
enticed or against any other 
person.”
 Many students reported 
seeing Kadyhrob around cam-
pus within the last several 
weeks. Some claimed to have 
seen him in Cranberry’s, the 
pub and Daly’s. Others, like 
junior Natia Katsantonis, saw 
him in the university’s parking 
lots.
 “I saw him a few times 
before spring break. I first saw 
him in R lot, and thought 
‘Wow, interesting fashion sense.’ 
Then I saw him in Cranberry’s 
where he just sat there staring,” 
she said. “I’m happy he’s been 
arrested. It makes me feel more 
secure, but it also scares me that 
Rider is so open to intruders. I 
thought, ‘What if it was me?’ 
Because when I first saw him, I 
was walking to my car alone.”
 Junior Lucy Higgins also 
saw Kadyhrob before spring 
break.
 “We saw him in Cranberry’s 
the day before spring break and 
he was sitting by himself just 
staring at everyone. He was not 
eating anything, just watching 
everyone,” Higgins said. “He 
was dressed in a Rider basket-
ball jersey but seemed really 
out of place because of his age. 
Everyone I was eating with was 

pretty uncomfortable watching 
him just creep on people sitting 
in Cranberry’s.”
 Dean of Students Anthony 
Campbell said that no suspi-
cious persons had been report-
ed to Public Safety prior to 
Monday’s incident.
 “When we did the Rider 
Alert [on Monday], a number 
of people did say to us that 
they had seen him on campus, 
but at no time prior to that 
did anyone report or indicate 
that he acted inappropriately,” 
Campbell said.
 According to sophomore 
Louise Mayer, who works for 
Student Escort, the number 
of requests for escorts around 
campus doubled the night of 
the incident.
 Director of Public Safety 
Vickie Weaver was unavailable 
for comment.
 Some students do not feel 
the campus is safe enough and 
that measures should be taken 
to tighten security. Senior Chris 
Shepherd believes that the 
attempted abduction shows that 
security on the Lawrenceville 
campus is too lax.
 “I just felt like it was a vio-
lation of a safe place that we all 
call home,” he said. “I feel like 
a combination of Public Safety 
and Residence Life could use an 
overhaul in the area of security 
and safety in the residence halls, 
particularly if he was able to get 

into one of the buildings.”
 Sophomore April Lanzet 
feels that Rider is unsafe com-
pared to other area schools.
 “I visited my friend at Kean 
and to get into their buildings, 
you also have to swipe but you 
hand your ID to either an RA 
that’s on duty at the front desk, 
or at night there is a police offi-
cer on duty there. All people 
who come in the building are 
kept track of too by handing 
over a license or ID,” she said. 
“I felt much safer there than 
I do here where you can pull 
the doors open by pulling hard 
enough, and half the buildings 
don’t even have front desks.”
 On the other hand, Rider 
alumnus Paul Gasior views 
Rider as a secure campus and 
thinks increasing security 
would only make students feel 
trapped.
 “Rider is a very safe cam-
pus with Lawrenceville police 
patrolling every weekend,” 
he wrote on The Rider News 
Facebook page. “Also, with the 
swipe access into each building 
and only one entrance open at 
night, the likelihood of some-
one unauthorized to be on cam-
pus is minimal. Closing the 
entrances during school time 
would only cause major traffic 
and the Rider to become a jail 
where everyone is checked in 
and out.”
 Campbell says that, despite 

the incident, “part of a univer-
sity is to be open to the com-
munity.”
 “Even though we’re a safe 
campus, a university has visitors 
to it. We can’t stop everybody 
that comes to campus in any 
way, shape or form,” he said. “I 
think we would get a very dif-
ferent kind of education experi-
ence if we closed the campus 
down to outsiders.”
 Campbell added that 
Rider’s public and strong rela-
tionship with LTPD helped 
secure Kadyhrob as a suspect.
 “We have a very good 
Public Safety here,” Campbell 
said. “When we put out the 
Rider Alert, Public Safety got 
a lot of people responding to 
that. And we got a lot of leads 
out of that, which helped us to 
identify a suspect. I think the 
part that was real important was 
that the Rider alert did work 
and it was really helpful for 
investigative purposes.”

Additional reporting by Allie 
Ward and Emily Landgraf.
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Stockton is an equal opportunity institution encouraging a diverse 
pool of applicants. See www.stockton.edu/affirmative_action.

register now www.stockton.edu/summer

Convenient class times and online distance learning courses available

Save 15%  
on undergraduate tuition

Save 20%  
on housing
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RAMAPO COLLEGE
GRADUATE OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 16,10 a.m.
Tuesday, May 3, 5:30 p.m.
Location: Trustees Pavilion

Register online at:
www.ramapo.edu/graduate/opengrad/
201.684.7270 or graduate@ramapo.edu

Graduate Programs at Ramapo College
will put your career on the fast track.

Master of Arts in Sustainability Studies
Master of Science in Nursing
Master of Science in Educational Technology
Master of Arts in Educational Leadership*
Master of Arts in Liberal Studies

If you are looking to energize your career,
Ramapo College of New Jersey has the answer.
We offer unique graduate programs designed to
prepare students for the next step in their
professional career and personal development.
Whether you’re interested in taking your career
to a new level or beginning a new career, graduate
programs at Ramapo provide the tools and
foundation to get you there.

New Jersey’s Public Liberal Arts College

*pending state approvalENERGIZE YOUR CAREER.

505 Ramapo Valley Road • Mahwah, NJ 07430 • 201-684-7300
www.ramapo.edu
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throughout the Unites States in 
conjunction with communities 
in 20 other countries partici-
pate in Relay. 
 Freshman Melissa Kasiarz 
of the MomMom Marchers and 
Aunt Shirley’s Steppers teams 
explained the significance of 
her teams names. “The name 
was in honor of my grand-
mother, who passed away from 
cancer and my aunt Shirley, 
who is in remission. [Relay] 
was a very fun experience and 
I would gladly do it again,” she 
said. 
 The Heros of Hope, those 
who have successfully battled 
cancer, made the initial walk 
around the track. The crowd 
celebrated their victories by 
applauding their lap. The teams 
then began their trek around 
the track; each team had at least 
one person walking through-
out the event, from 4:30 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the next day. Each 
team member contributes the 
required $10, but everyone is 
encouraged to further fund-
raise.
 Kathy Carter-Romero, 
director of Publications and 
Creative Services as well as the 
team mentor for Rider field 
hockey, spoke about the extend-
ing effects of cancer. It is a dis-

ease that does not only affect 
the one diagnosed with the 
disease, according to Carter-
Romero. 
 “When somebody’s diag-
nosed with cancer, you feel very 
alone,” she said, “like you’re the 
only one this is happening to 
and I get constant reminders 
that’s not the case. When I was 
diagnosed, it had an impact on 
my kids, an impact on my hus-
band, an impact on my friends 
and family,” she said. 
 Carter-Romero said can-
cer’s impact on her life was not 
completely negative. It brought 
together her family, friends and 
field hockey teammates.
 “We appreciate life more 
and we appreciate support from 
each other,” she said. “The only 
way I get through the day is 
because I have a team that sup-
ports me every day. We con-
tinue to live with cancer in 
our family. We do it because 
we have great people like all of 
you.”
 Participants were provided 
with entertainment and snacks  
during the event. Music was 
supplied by The Bronc 107.7 
radio station. Musical perfor-
mances included the Rider 
Vibes and Solfege while the 
Rider Dance Ensemble and 
the Dance Team flaunted their 
dance moves. 
 The luminaria ceremony 
was led by senior Amanda 

Matticks. Bags were placed 
around the track with messages 
honoring cancer sufferers. An 
empty table was set up in sig-
nificance of the battle cancer 
patients fight. 
 “The chair is empty,” 
explained Matticks. “Many of 
those who fought the battle 
with cancer are no longer with 
us. Rather than mourning their 
loss, we chose to celebrate their 
life. These people are unable 
to be with their loved ones 
and families now. So let us 
join together and honor them 
now and bear witness to their 
struggle and their memory.”
 As the emotionally charged 
ceremony concluded, partici-
pants were encouraged to pass 

the table in respect of those 
lost and sign the tablecloth. 
The ceremony reinforced the 
gravity of Relay’s purpose and 
reminded participants of their 
purpose for joining Relay.
 “I relay for my family and 
hope that no one has to go 
through what I have seen,” said 
Galbraith. 
 Fundraising did not stop 
after the initial donations. 
The Bronc 107.7 sold “record 
bowls” and Hillel raffled off a 
hair dryer and brush set. All 
proceeds were donated to Relay 
for Life. The Miss Rider Relay  
Drag Queen Pageant drew 
many donations and much 
laughter. The gender-bending 
males raised over $1,200 in 

only 15 minutes. Donations 
are still being accepted until 
August. 
 “I’m so impressed with all 
of you who are here and with 
the amount of money raised 
again,” Carter-Romero said. 
“Rider is not that big of a 
school, but we sure have shown 
some of the schools in this 
country that when you really 
put your mind to it, you can 
do something really amazing. 
I would like to thank all of 
you and my team because that’s 
how you have cancer — you get 
through it with your team.”
 

Relay
Continued from p. 1

Rachel Gouk/Rider University

Students from various clubs and organizations gathered in the SRC for Rider’s third annual Relay 
for Life on Saturday, March 26. The overnight event raised about $55,000. 
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Quiet helpers work toward better Rider
 Some of the most helpful 
faces on campus are never seen 
and are never heard about.
 The support staff members 
of the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal 
Employment (AFSCME) union 
on campus reside in almost all 
of the buildings and can pro-
vide assistance in almost any 
situation. 
 “We’re the people who are 
really on the frontlines, not 
only with the students, but also 
with the parents,” said Michell 
Waslenko, AFSCME member-
at-large. “From the time they 
are prospective students all the 
way to graduation and beyond, 
we’re really their main point of 
contact.”
 AFSCME represents 
approximately 120 members of 
Rider’s support staff who serve 
as liaisons between students, 
parents, staff and Human 
Resources. Originally AFSCME 
was brought to Rider in 1978 
by Rosemary Malloy to achieve 
uniformity in salary, raises, and 
job duties, but today they strive 
to aid the community in any 
way they can. 
 This union, unlike most 
unions, including Rider’s fac-
ulty union (AAUP), has never 

protested for rights or had any 
major issues with administra-
tion. Part of the reason is a 
good rapport with Human 
Resources, which allows mem-
bers to go to the department 
openly.
 “Human resources and the 
executive board work closely 
and we have one of those give-
and-take relationships, particu-
larly when it comes to a nego-
tiation of benefits, salary and 
wages,” said Vickie LcLaughilin, 
president of AFSCME. 
 All support staff members 
become automatic members of 
the union once they are hired 
at Rider. However, they can 
decline membership, but must 
still pay bi-weekly dues that go 

to a scholarship fund for the 
school. As of now, there is no 
support staff employee that isn’t 
involved in AFSCME, accord-
ing to Waslenko.
 As a unit affiliate, the 
school gives tuition benefits 
after working at Rider for a 
minimum of three months. 
Full-time employees are grant-
ed total tuition remission for 
themselves and their families 
for nine undergraduate credits 
and six graduate credits. Other 
benefits include medical, life 
and dental insurance, short- 
and long-term disability and 
paid leave. 
 The executive board of 
AFSCME does its best to keep 
all members up to date by 

meeting during lunches or even 
after work. A monthly meeting 
is held to disclose new infor-
mation and settle past discrep-
ancies, but members are also 
updated by e-mail regularly.
 “Because we are a unit and 
we’re unified on campus with 
all our members, we’re able to 
step out and do things for the 
campus community,” said Rita 
Cassano, chief shop steward 
and executive board member.
 These activities include 
hosting a blood drive with 
Human Resources and pre-
paring food baskets for the 
Thanksgiving drive. AFSCME 
is also involved in more serious 
matters, such as fire damage 
aid and payroll deduction to 
increase financial aid for stu-
dents. 
 Helping the communi-
ty outside of Rider is also on 
the priority list for the unit. 
They do this by raising dona-
tions for local charities such 
as Home Front, Mill Hill and 
the Veterans of Foreign War 
New Jersey National Home 
and eventually branch out to 
aid animal shelters. Resources 
can be used off-campus because 
Rider doesn’t see many issues. 
 “We have a quiet campus, 
so we don’t have a tremen-
dous amount of discrepancies,” 

Cassano said. “We don’t have 
problems that arrive continu-
ously.” 
 Most of the issues dealt 
with include general questions 
from admitted students, faculty 
or even alumni. Sometimes, a 
member will violate a section 
of the contract and must set 
up a grievance with Human 
Resources. When this happens, 
AFSCME sends a representa-
tive, known as a shop steward, 
with the party to aid and sup-
port them.
 “I think our members feel 
really good that if they do have 
a problem, they have some-
where to go,” Waslenko said. 
“A lot of times in jobs you’ve 
got nowhere to go, but at least 
they have somewhere to go to 
discuss the problem and maybe 
get it resolved.”
 AFSCME strives to resolve 
all issues whether they are sim-
ple questions or grievance issues 
by using communication and 
a good relationship with the 
administration. Over the past 
20 years, members of the execu-
tive board have seen positive 
change at Rider and hope to 
continue to be a part of those 
changes.
 “We support, we enhance, 
we’re constant, we’re there,” 
LcLaughlin said. 

Heather Fiore/The Rider News

AFSCME meets every month to discuss issues in the community.

Dancers hip-hop to spotlight
 
 
 Contrary to popular belief, 
the Rider Dance Team performs 
more than just the half-time 
show at the basketball games. 
On Feb. 25, the team took 
first place at the East Coast 
Invitational Hip-Hop Dance 
competition held by the Dance 
Wit Me Network at Lincoln 
University in Pennsylvania. 
 “We saw some fierce com-
petition and competed against 
six really good schools,” said 
Alisha Tricarico, a freshman 
dance team member. 
 Though the shining tro-
phies on display on the second 
floor of the SRC are a tes-
tament to their commitment, 
being part of the dance team is 
more than just winning compe-
titions. It takes a lot of intensity 
and dedication.  
 “A lot of hard work goes 
into our practices. We practice 
every Sunday from 8 p.m. to 
11 p.m., and Monday through 
Thursday from 9 p.m. to 
11 p.m.,” said junior Jackie 
Ehrenkranz.  
 Additionally, the process of 
earning a place on the team is 
very challenging and aggressive. 

Most girls have been training 
for years.  
 “When I auditioned, there 
was somewhere around 60 
girls competing for five spots,” 
Tricarico said. “My spot on the 
team isn’t secured either. I have 
to re-audition again next year, 
and only after making the team 
for two years do I have a guar-
anteed spot.”
 Yet through all the inten-
sity, the girls still thoroughly 
enjoy being members of the 
team. 
 “It is the only thing that 
keeps me sane,” Ehrenkranz 
said. 
 On the other hand, 
Tricarico said she loves “the 
friends, the performances, and 
the spirit of being on a school 
team.”   
 In addition to basketball 
games and competitions, the 
Dance Team also performs at 
Rider’s summer orientations, 
Family Day, Relay for Life, 
Meet the Greeks, the MAAC 
Tournament and events put on 
by various Rider clubs such as 
the Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA) 
variety show and the “ASHA: 
Hope for New Beginnings” tal-
ent show. With all these dif-

ferent performances and broad 
audiences, the team usually 
dances to popular, upbeat songs 
typically heard on the radio. 
 “The audience really gets 
involved with the performance 
when we dance to audience-
friendly songs [from artists] 
like Nicki Minaj and Willow 
Smith,” Tricarico said.  
 In addition to these events, 
the Dance Team is putting on 
an end-of-the-year showcase. In 

this show, the team will display 
more than just its typical hip-
hop dancing. 
 “We are currently hard at 
work choreographing sick rou-
tines for our audience to expe-
rience and enjoy,” Ehrenkranz 
said.  “The dance will display 
our other talents, like lyrical, 
jazz, tap, Broadway, reggae, 
etc.”  
 The show is scheduled for 
April 17 in the Yvonne Theater. 

Ticket prices will be determined 
at a later date.
 “I encourage anyone who 
has a passion for dance to try 
out,” Ehrenkranz said. “A lot 
of time, effort and talent goes 
into our hard work, but it 
is absolutely worth it. DTG 
[Dance Team Girls], as we call 
ourselves, is our own Rider 
University family. At the end of 
the day, we truly do love each 
other.”

Courtesy of Gia Cattaneo 

The Rider Dance Team poses with its first-place trophy from a Feb. 25 hip-hop competition.

By Cathleen Leitch

By Jennifer Chiarello



 Nestled in the heart of Princeton on Nassau Street 
lies an ice cream parlor that’s been giving the sweet des-
sert a different spin since 1979 — Thomas Sweet Ice 
Cream. 
 With five locations on the East Coast and two in 
Princeton alone, Thomas Sweet serves up a variety of 
delicious frozen treats, particularly its signature item, the 
“Blend-In.”
 The parlor features soft-serve ice cream in dozens of 
flavors. Customers can choose the basics like chocolate 
or vanilla, or get a little more adventurous with flavors 
like Brandy Alexander, Chai or Amaretto. For the calorie- 
conscious, several flavors of frozen yogurt are available as 
well. 
 For the “Blend-In,” customers can choose one or 
more flavors of ice cream and add up to three top-
pings. After the choices are made, the delicious treat is 
then blended in Thomas Sweet’s auger-based machine. 
Toppings include everything from candies, cookies and 
brownie bites to nuts and fresh fruits. For those looking 
for even more sweetness, the “Blend-In” sundae, topped 
with hot fudge and whipped cream, is available. 
 Thomas Sweet also offers several other flavors of ice 
cream, as well as classic treats like banana splits, ice cream 
sundaes and milkshakes. 
 The eatery uses only natural, local ingredients and 
adds no artificial flavors or coloring to its ice cream and 
frozen yogurt. All of the ice cream and frozen yogurt is 
made on site. 
 The ice cream parlor also makes ice cream cakes. 
Customers can choose the classic chocolate and vanilla 
ice cream or opt for something more creative. The cakes 
are then filled with a favorite topping, iced, coated with 
the customer’s candy of choice and then topped off with 
a customized message. 
 Thomas Sweet doesn’t just do ice cream — a selection 
of delicious chocolates and chocolate-covered goodies are 
available as well. In addition to chocolates, Thomas Sweet 

also offers fudge at its New Brunswick and Georgetown 
locations. 
 The environment of Thomas Sweet will certainly 
please both the young and young at heart. The eatery’s 
small size and vibrant colors give it the homey feel of a 
Jersey Shore ice cream parlor. One wall is devoted to a 
mural depicting customers lining up outside of the shop, 
and artwork, photos and comic strips adorn the walls. A 
large fun-house mirror completes the kid-friendly atmo-
sphere. 
 The quick, polite service of Thomas Sweet’s employ-
ees is something to be praised as well. The ice cream is 

high quality and delicious, and the signature “Blend-In” 
is out of this world. Customers can enjoy knowing that 
their ice cream contains no preservatives or artificial 
flavors or coloring. However, don’t leave home without 
cash, as Thomas Sweet does not accept any other form of 
payment. 
 In an era where trendy frozen yogurt places, like 
Twist and Fruity Yogurt (also in Princeton), are springing 
up all over the place, a traditional ice cream parlor with a 
twist like Thomas Sweet is a welcome treat.

Visit www.thomassweet.com to learn more.
 
 

 After three long years without new 
material, alternative Florida rockers 
Yellowcard are back with their seventh 
full-length album — the 10-track anthem-
filled When You’re Through Thinking, Say 
Yes.
 With 2007’s disappointing Paper 
Walls behind it, Yellowcard matures  its 
sound while sticking to its roots with Say 
Yes, released on March 22. 
 Say Yes begins in typical Yellowcard 
fashion with the violin and percussion-
packed, “The Sound of You and Me.” 
Lead vocalist Ryan Key sings about the 
trials of love over a fast-tempo beat that 
makes you want to roll down the windows 
and take a drive. About midway through 
the song, the tempo changes. Guitar, vio-
lin and percussion are layered to create a 
dramatic, mature effect that is an example 
of how the band has grown musically 
since its last album.
 The next track, lead single “For You,  
and Your Denial,” is one of the best songs 
on the album. It is musically reminis-
cent of “Way Away” from the group’s 
2003 release Ocean Avenue.  The song 
begins with a single violin played by Sean 
Mackin. It then explodes into a scathing 
recount of what can only be presumed as 
a past relationship. The music and lyrics, 
once again, are a sign of the evolution the 

band experienced during its hiatus.
 In the first slow song on the album, 
Key sings of loss and love on “Hang You 
Up.” Key originally wrote the song for 
his side project, Big If, which performed 
while Yellowcard was on hiatus. The lyrics 
are full of heartbreak (“I don’t hear music 
anymore/my ears are tired of all the pic-
tures in the words/cause you are in them 
still”) and paired with the simple melody, 
the song is hauntingly beautiful.  
 While Say Yes is full of growth, 
Yellowcard stays true to its sound. “With 
You Around” is a summery love anthem, 
another track that is perfect to listen to on 
a long car ride with the windows rolled 
down. Key references one of Yellowcard’s 
popular songs, “Only One” (“Do you 
remember when I said you were my only 
one?/We were running underneath the 
California sun”) and the band Saves the 
Day (“All I can think about is you and me 
driving with a Saves the Day record on/we 
were singing ’til our voices were gone”), 
which is a nice throwback for the band’s 
early fans.
 One of the themes present on Say 
Yes is growing up. Many fans remember 
Yellowcard from their late middle school 
or early high school days and have literally 
grown up with them. The band under-
stands who its fans are and captures the 
sense on two tracks in particular, “Life of 
Leaving Home” and “Be the Young.” 
 On “Life of Leaving Home,” Key 
sings about self-discovery and stepping 
out of his comfort zone (“The day that 

I found my voice /I knew that I had no 
choice/The only way I learned to love is if 
I found it on my own”).  
 “Be the Young” is a song encouraging 
fans to stay young at heart and stay true to 
their roots (“But there’s a place/we could 
find/where this pain is useless/and we’ll 
forever be the young”). The words have 
a profound effect and the music gives it 
an epic backdrop. Both songs embrace 
the fans and provide a soundtrack to their 

journey to maturity.
 Even after their hiatus, Yellowcard 
does not disappoint. There is not a bad 
song on the album, both lyrically and 
musically. Say Yes genuinely embraces the 
theme of growing up, something the 
established fan base will be able to relate 
to and appreciate. When you’re through 
thinking about buying the album, just say 
yes. 

CD REVIEW

Treats to tickle your sweet tooth

Emily Landgraf/ The Rider News

Thomas Sweet serves up some mixed treats, including its signature “Blend-In” and classic banana split.

‘Say yes’ to Yellowcard’s turnaround

Hopeless Records

Yellowcard redeems themselves with their new versatile album, Say Yes.

6 Friday, April 1, 2011                               7

Courtesy of Pete Peckhardt

By Helen Mannion
mannionh@theridernews.com

By Emily Landgraf
landgrafe@theridernews.com

The
Rider News

Battle of the Buildings

Vocalmotion sings its way to second
 Vocalmotion, an a cappella group of 10 students from Lake House, was created by junior Richard Crandle last semester and 
is currently proving its worth to the Rider community and country with its recent success at the International Championship of 
Collegiate A Cappella (ICCA) competition.
 After placing second at the ICCA quarterfinals, Vocalmotion advanced to the semifinals, which were held at Rutgers University 
on March 26. The group placed second and will compete in a wildcard round with other national second-place finishers on April 16 
at the Lincoln Center in New York City. The winner will advance to the finals.
 “A cappella is popular on many college campuses, and we are doing what we love to do in order to spread the word about it and 
get people interested in our group,” said junior Matt Barron, a member of Vocalmotion. “Going into last weekend’s competition we 
were one of the smaller groups, but that only puts more responsibility on each person and it really connects us.”

Upcoming 
Westminster Events

At 2:30 p.m. in Gill Chapel  the 
Kaleidoscope Chamber Orches-
tra, conducted by Ruth Ochs, 
will perform a program en-
titled “Mozart’s Vienna.” The 
program is free of charge and 
includes the music of Mozart, 
Haydn and their lesser-known 
contemporaries, Hoffmeister 
and Gassmann. Marjorie Selden 
will be the viola soloist.

Today, April 1

Sunday, April 10

At noon in the Art Gallery, 
Westminster Conservatory 
faculty members Katherine 
McClure, flute; Melissa Bohl, 
oboe; Kenneth Ellison, clari-
net; and Christopher Wickham, 
bassoon, will perform a free 
concert. The recital features the 
music of Andriessen, Berger, 
Françaix and Beethoven.

Senior Vinnie Caravello drives on fellow 
senior Bobby Barranger in the basket-
ball tournament held in the Student 
Recreation Center (SRC) on March 29.

From left: Sophomore Keenan Bailey, senior Andrew Toskovich and freshman Aman-
da Landisi begin the wet T-shirt relay at Coppola Pool on March 29.

Junior Howard Spa-
eth, left, from Hill 
Hall, and freshman 
Joe Guerin, right, 
from Gee Hall, com-
pete together in the 
dodgeball tourna-
ment held on the 
basketball courts in 
the Student Recre-
ation Center (SRC) 
on March 30.

Freshman Joe Guerin picks out his next 
victim in the dodgeball tournament 
held in the Student Recreation Center 
(SRC) on March 30.

Photos by Maggie Sarlo/ The Rider News

From left: Rajeer Alford, Meredith Bleemer, Samantha Ferrara, Tina Cartaino, Troy Johnson, Andrew Haviland, Elena Camp, Rich-
ard Crandle, Matthew Barron, who are all members of Vocalmotion, emerged as one of the strongest, smallest groups at ICCA.



On Monday, a series of messages were issued from Rider 
Alert regarding the attempted abduction of a student 
on campus. The suspect was an older man who went 

to Z parking lot and tried to get an unnamed female student to 
get into his car. But the most disturbing part of this case was 
that students have reported seeing the suspect on campus before.
 This latest report has students on edge about the level of 
security on campus. How could no one on the Public Safety 
staff have noticed this man before? He was described as wearing 
a gray beret and pointed brown boots when he was taken into 
custody, an outfit that hardly blends in. Was this something that 
could have been prevented with tighter campus security or was 
it an event beyond our control? 
 Our attempts to reach administration and Public Safety offi-
cials to answer this question were unsuccessful. Here’s what we 
found using The Source and students’ experiences: Until 8 p.m. 
every night, anyone can walk or drive onto campus. There is no 
sign-in or check-in done for cars that are not registered to cam-
pus until someone is in the security kiosk by the South entrance 
at 8. Even then, some students claim they can hold up anything 
resembling a Rider ID and be admitted.
 There is a lane at the South entrance where Rider students 
can simply swipe their IDs, eliminating the need to go past 
Public Safety to get onto campus. However, this lane has been 
closed since the start of the semester or before. Opening this 
lane would give students another way to get on campus, as well 
as ensure that all cars coming in are, in fact, Rider students.
 Before 8, there isn’t anyone at the security kiosk to have 
guests sign out temporary parking passes, so it is assumed that 
those guests go to the Public Safety office to fill out the paper-
work. Most likely, however, guests do not do that and automati-
cally go to the visitor’s lot or O lot in front of the security kiosk 
before walking onto campus to go where they want to go.  
 We could blame Public Safety for not being tight enough 
with the security, but it’s not all up to them. Students know that 
they shouldn’t prop open main entrances to the buildings or their 
own dorm room doors. Also, if they have a guest staying over, 
they are to sign that guest in with their Resident Advisor (RA). 
But these rules usually aren’t followed. On our Facebook page, 
students have reported main entrances being propped open so 
that anyone can walk in, making the students feel uneasy in their 
own residence halls. If a student is in his or her residence hall 
and sees someone waiting outside the main door, don’t let him 
or her in. And register a guest. It takes two minutes and allows 
RAs to know exactly who is in the buildings at all times.
 It must be a school-wide effort to keep the campus safe. 
Public Safety should patrol at all times, even during the day, 
and look out for suspicious non-students. We commend Public 
Safety for the quick, effective response to the event. But students 
still don’t know what the man looks like, and it would  help to 
have a mug shot on campus so students know if they see him.
 Students should be aware of any possible ways that a non-
Rider person could enter their residence halls and campus facili-
ties, or in this case, walk through parking lots. And everyone 
should be aware of his or her surroundings, especially who is 
close by, and walk with other people whenever possible.
 This incident happened once and could happen again, but 
not if students, faculty and Public Safety officials alike abide by 
simple safety measures and look out for suspicious behavior.
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Abduction raises 
security red flags
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 A lot of people go to large festivals like 
The Bamboozle strictly for the headlining acts. 
Others go simply for the goings-on around the 
festival grounds. I think it’s important to not 
only take in a little of both, but also check out 
the lesser-known bands that are playing the fes-
tival. A friend of mine and I have gone to The 
Bamboozle, New Jersey’s own pop-punk, rock 
and hip-hop festival in East Rutherford, every 
year since 2008 and it’s always a good time. The 
headliners this year are looking great — in par-
ticular, Lil Wayne, Mötley Crüe, The Gaslight 
Anthem and A Day To Remember. However, 
there are some less well-known artists who are 
performing that I am also excited to see.

Lil B 
Classify Under: Hip-hop Master (or Troll) 
 Lil B is the strangest hip-hop musician you’ll 
ever hear. He raps in a (somewhat) monotone 
voice, he loves to say the word “schwag” (exactly 
as it’s spelled) and he loves naming songs after 
celebrities (“Paris Hilton,” “Hugh Hefner,” “I’m 
Miley Cyrus,” etc.). Lil B refers to himself as the 
“Based God,” and while nobody understands 
what that means, everybody enjoys ripping on 
him for it. Go listen because of your curiosity 
and stay because you find his lyrics hilarious. For 
example, a selection from “I’m Miley Cyrus” is, 
“Left hand Cyrus, right hand iced out, all the 
girls love me, all the guys hate me.”
Required Listening: “I’m Miley Cyrus,” “Hugh 
Hefner”
Playing: April 30 and May 1

Conditions
Classify Under: Next big rock band you need to 
hear about right now
 Conditions is a group of hard working men 
who, despite their best efforts, can’t seem to break 
into the mainstream music scene just yet. The 
band’s debut album Fluorescent Youth is filled 
with hard-rock edged songs with catchy hooks. 
They’ve toured with the likes of Paramore and 
VersaEmerge, and they’re going on this year’s 

Alternative Press tour. They haven’t received their 
time in the spotlight, but that will change soon. 
So if you’re one of those people who likes to say, 
“I heard about them before they were big,” you 
might want to go see their set at Bamboozle, or 
catch them on this spring’s AP Tour.
Required Listening: “…Made Ghosts,” “Better 
Life”
Playing: May 1

Kicking Daises 
Classify Under: Kids making music everyone 
can enjoy
 Kicking Daises is a strange band. The band 
members are not old enough to drive, yet they’ve 
already played The Bamboozle festival (among 
others) and released an EP that’s filled with a 
bunch of catchy pop-rock tunes that kids and 
adults can love. It’s a band composed of two 
girls and two guys, which makes for interest-
ing harmonies and interesting vocals shifts in 
songs. Despite their youth, the members can 
definitely play their instruments (check the solo 
in “Keeping Secrets,” it’s a good one).
Required Listening: “Masquerade (Pretty in 
Pink),” “Keeping Secrets”
Playing: April 29

The Limousines
Classify Under: Dancing-shoes-worthy synth-
pop 
 The Limousines are a California-based band 
that rarely travels to this side of the U.S., so you 
should check them out before they head back to 
California and potentially never return. Their 
debut LP Get Sharp released last summer and the 
music is still going strong: filled with glowing 
keyboards and lead singer Eric Victorino’s won-
derful falsetto, the band is sure to turn heads for 
people who enjoy electronic music with heart.
Required Listening: “Internet Killed the Video 
Star,” “Get Sharp”
Playing: May 1

- Eric Hinrichsen
Freshman business administration major

Music Guru

Concert’s most popular unknowns
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Commuter Column

Event shows meaning of teamwork
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Reuben Martinez
Brian Williams

Vice President:
Lorelei Colbert
Daniel Gonzalez
Ethan Grossman
Kristen Lynn
Andre Thomas

Treasurer:
Michael Blake

Secretary:
Adam Grossman
Monica Stachowski

Finance Board: 
Resident Seats (2):
Joseph Gleason

At-Large Seats (2):
Aaron Jacobs
Christopher Andrews

Class Councils:

Senior Class President:
Christina Potter
Angelina Franco
Katheryn Maguire

Senior Class Vice President:
Alexandra Pezzino
Allison Russo

Sophomore Class President:
Brittany Knoerdel

Sophomore Class Vice 
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President:
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Matt Hillman

Secretary: 
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President:
Rachel Guida

Vice President – Social 
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Britanny Blythe
Melanie Chase

Vice President – 
Administration:
Jeremy Alemany
Lee Clark
Shannon Melick

CFO – Hall Governance:
Patrick Shevlin
Louis Chebetar

Secretary:
Keira Aukamp
Kelly Sandefur
Edward Kowalewski

National Communication 
Chair:
Christopher Werner

Public Relations Chair:
John Duke

Recreation Chair:
Anthony Maddaluno

 Full-time undergraduate students are eligible to vote in 
the SGA elections on Tuesday, April 5, from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Resident, commuter and Greek students should report to the 
SRC Atrium to cast their ballots. Students must have their 
Bronc IDs for check in. Below is a complete list of candidates 
running for the SGA Executive Board and Finance Board, Class 
Councils, Association of Commuting Students and Residence 
Hall Association.

Lawrenceville SGA Ballot

Eco-Rep Green Corner

Disaster quickens Earth’s rotation
 The aftermath of the earthquake and tsu-
nami in Japan has been devastating from every 
angle. Beyond the impact the natural disaster has 
had on the world’s citizens, are environmental 
and societal effects. Even though the disaster 
mainly affected Japanese citizens, there could be 
lasting problems in the upcoming years — some 
of which will affect us here in the U.S. and in 
other countries.
 The well-known effect of the earthquake 
was the tsunami that devastated Japan, which 
left many homeless and destroyed entire towns. 
The earthquake was so powerful that large waves 
disrupted the coasts of Hawaii and California, 
causing floods and destroying boats and houses. 
The waves traveled the distance of the Pacific 
Ocean, causing damage across U.S. coastlines. 
 One main area of concern is radiation, which 
has been absorbed into some land and water. It 
has been reported that the tap water in Tokyo 
already tested positive with high radiation levels 
for infants. If the radiation is in the water, it will 
also be absorbed by plants and ingested by fish. 
The Japanese will have to carefully monitor their 
entire food system. It is difficult to decide or pre-
dict exactly how radiation will affect food. So far 
there has been radiation in milk from the area of 
the nuclear reactors, spinach from a village to the 
south, in canola to the west, and chrysanthemum 
greens to the south. This also brings up the issue 
of trade; many cargo ships are being docked and 
many countries are halting imports from Japan.
 Another area of concern is the economic 
impact on the auto industry, whose main import-

er of car parts is Japan. There will be a smaller 
supply of cars, which will most likely raise car 
prices, challenging an already struggling industry. 
 A more scientific and interesting change 
caused by the tsunami is that because of the 
change in the earth’s mass, the earth revolves a lit-
tle faster, and each day is now 1.8 microseconds 
shorter. Most of us are unaware that severe earth-
quakes can alter the earth’s rotation. According to 
CBS News, the aftershocks had more of an effect 
on the earth’s spinning than the earthquake itself, 
quickening its speed by 1.8 microseconds. 
 On an uplifting note, the Japanese have dis-
played how honorable and respectful their society 
is in a time of crisis. New reports from Japan 
discuss the adaptability of the Japanese and how 
they are looking to shed the age of excess in order 
to utilize self-restraint. They realize there are few-
er resources available, and less electricity, imports 
and exports, leading them to simply adapt to 
using less. They are conserving all commodities. 
Japanese are foregoing graduations, cherry blos-
som festivals, cosmetic stores and restaurants; 
instead they are encouraging water bottle stations 
and using less electricity. Their economy will 
have a rough road ahead with more government 
spending and less consumer sales. Their handling 
of the disaster should be inspiration to us all to 
use less, conserve more and be attentive to what 
is surrounding us. 

- Alison Melcher
Westminster Eco-Rep

 Last weekend was the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life, held here at Rider. In only its 
third year, it has already earned the title of “Rider’s biggest event.” Part of this is due to the fact that 
the Rider Relay has been the Top Performing College Relay in New Jersey. According to an initial 
estimate from the closing ceremony, we have raised more than $50,000. Another reason we likely 
raised so much money is the sheer diversity of the Rider community represented there.
 Alumni, Greeks, Student Government Association members, clubs, campus ministries, various 
residence halls, the Residence Hall Association and the Association of Commuting Students were 
all represented at this event. There were more than 60 teams and 1,000 participants involved in the 
event. All of these people had one common goal: to raise money in order to fund cancer research and 
ultimately end cancer.
 This disease affects the lives of both commuter and resident students. The lesson here is that to 
work for the common good, labels need to be disregarded in order to enable teamwork. 
 Working together, Rider students are capable of anything. As optimistic as it sounds, it is true. 
If through the combined efforts of about 1,000 students about $55,000 for research can be raised, 
Rider’s potential seems limitless.
 Rider’s Community Values Statement states that “true leadership is derived from service to oth-
ers.” This was demonstrated at Relay. Every person present, from the SGA president to the numerous 
students who hold no official leadership position, was a leader in taking a stand against cancer.
 As a participant of Rider Relay, it was refreshing to see an event that brought everyone together. 
Together we shared laughs during the Miss Relay drag contest and the solemn attitude of the 
Luminaria ceremony, the memorial to honor those who still fight that battle with cancer or have lost 
it.  This event unites Rider as a community in a way that no other does.
 If this unification can be achieved outside of Relay, Rider as a whole would be a much better 
place. There are signs demonstrating that this is a possibility rather than a mere dream. Both the 
Lawrenceville and Westminster branches of SGA have come together to create a unifying constitu-
tion for both campuses. This weekend, the two are holding a Western-style event at Westminster. Last 
week, Alpha Phi Omega, the Technology Club and the Japanese Pop Culture Society came together 
to host a video game tournament to raise funds for Autism Speaks. 
 While there is evidence that some larger events such as Relay for Life bring the Rider community 
together, more progress needs to be made. Students from all of Rider’s different groups need to come 
together more than just once a year. However, coming together for Relay to raise money and aid the 
fight against cancer is a good start. 

- Jess Scanlon
Junior journalism major

March 27, 1884 — The first long-distance 

telephone call is made between Boston and New York.

april 2, 1792 — Congress authorizes U.S. Mint.

This Week in hisTory ...
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Digger
Continued from p. 12

he was a great motivator and 
a great teacher of baseball. 
Greenwood was the basketball 
coach, but we were going to 
play NYU in ‘64 at University 
Heights and they had not lost 
a game at University Heights 
since 1944. They had lost in 
Madison Square Garden, but 
not at home in 20 years. So I 
scouted them twice against Iona 
and Hofstra and came back and 
told Petroff and Greenwood: ‘if 
we do A, B and C on offense 
and A, B and C on defense 
we can beat these guys.’ They 
looked at me in bewilderment 
and said, ‘OK, fine,’ so they let 
me put the game plan together 
in practice. We put the game 
plan in and go up to NYU and 
beat them. After that I knew 
I could do this stuff. I was 
convinced I could be a college 
coach.”
 Phelps came back to Rider 
in 1964 as a student, where 
he graduated with his master’s 
degree in business education. 
While still helping Rider, Phelps 
bounced around to a couple of 
different high schools, but still 
searched for a collegiate-level 
coaching job.
 “I wrote to Dean Smith 
(then head coach of the North 
Carolina Tarheels) and he sends 
a letter back saying he hired 
a guy named Larry Brown — 
the Larry Brown who obviously 
coached Kansas to a national 
title and coached in the NBA. 
In the ‘65-‘66 seasons at Saint 
Gabriel’s high school, I wrote 
to Ara Parseghian, who was the 
head football coach at Notre 
Dame saying, ‘I love Notre 
Dame and what he is doing in 
football I want to do in basket-
ball.’ Six years later at the age 
of 29, I become head coach of 
Notre Dame.”
 Between those six years, 
from the transition to high 
school to the prestigious ranks 
of Notre Dame, Phelps coached 
the University of Pennsylvania 
and turned the program into an 
Ivy League powerhouse.
 He then moved to Fordham 
University, and transformed a 
team that had a previous season 
record of 10-15 and turned 
it around next season to an 
impressive finish of 26-3, while 
ranked top ten in the coun-
try. After his performance at 
Fordham, the Notre Dame job 
opportunity opened up, and 
Phelps settled right in. He 
would remain there for the next 
20 years. 
 Phelps’ most notable win 
came against the UCLA Bruins, 
who had an 88-game winning 
streak at the time. Notre Dame 
would score the final 12 points 
of the game ending the historic 
run that has since been sur-
passed only by the University of 

Connecticut women’s basket-
ball team. Phelps had just one 
objective when he became the 
head coach of Notre Dame.
 “My goal when I took 
over was to make them num-
ber one in football and basket-
ball. In January of ‘74, Notre 
Dame played Alabama in the 
Sugar Bowl. We beat them and 
become number one in foot-
ball; 19 days later, when we 
beat UCLA and snapped its 
88-game winning streak, we 
became number one in bas-
ketball. It took me from going 
6-20 my first year at Notre 
Dame until my second year 
to get to the NIT champion-
ship. We lost to Virginia Tech. 
Then my third year we become 
number one and that was my 
mission, to get it done.”
 His coaching résumé at 
Notre Dame speaks for itself.
 “When we won that game, 
Notre Dame basketball from 
‘74, ‘75, ‘76, ‘77, ‘78, ‘79, ‘80, 
and ‘81 finished Sweet Sixteen’s 
or better,” said Phelps. “That 
includes the Final Four and 
Elite Eight. We just became 
a national powerhouse and 
because of television we also 
got the exposure.”
 Phelps credits his success  
coaching Notre Dame to the 
quality of the professors he had 
at Rider.
 “We had some great pro-
fessors back then. What we 
learned in business helped me 
run the Notre Dame basketball 
program. When I talk about 
creativity, Bob Knight and I 
started what was known as the 
‘Big Four Classic’ and what 
we did was set up Indianapolis 
with a Final Four atmosphere 
during the first weekend in 
December,” he said. “We got 
Louisville and Kentucky to 
play Indiana and Notre Dame. 
We would rotate four straight 
years. We sold out 45,000 tick-
ets and each school after that 
game with TV would walk out 
with $380,000. That’s creativ-
ity. That came from Rider and 
the TKE house. It helped me 
develop not only in the class-
room, but also to develop these 
other characteristics of being 
creative and being a risk taker, 
having the right street smarts 
and being a survivor, and just 
going after it.”
 In addition to his abundant 
basketball career, Phelps has 
also done work under President 
George H. W. Bush in a pro-
gram entitled “Weed and Seed.”   
This program partnered com-
munities with the local police 
in an effort to combat drug use.
 Phelps also works closely 
with rebuilding high schools 
in South Bend, Ind., where he 
currently resides. One of his 
prouder efforts, however, came 
when Hurricane Katrina rav-
aged Louisiana.
 “When Katrina hit I decid-
ed to build two homes with 

my own money and give them 
to the families in New Orleans 
because I was upset with the 
way that was being handled.
Now we are working in New 
Orleans trying to get a high 
school to become a culinary 
high school because with all the 
great restaurants and chefs in 
New Orleans, these kids don’t 
have a way of seeing what they 
can become. I tell the kids, ‘Do 
you want to be a corpse or a 
chef? Which ‘c’ word do you 
want? I’ve gone from coach-
ing basketball to coaching the 
streets so to speak,” said Phelps.
 Phelps can also be seen 
regularly on ESPN, working 
alongside other basketball mas-
terminds on the College Game 
Day Crew. Phelps was not cam-
era shy prior to this experience. 
He had done work broadcasting 
the NIT and even the Olympics 
in 1984 for NBC. CBS hired 
Phelps after his years at Notre 
Dame, where he would stay 
for two years before leaving for 
one year to work with President 
Bush. After Bush lost the next 
election, however, Phelps went 
to ESPN to work, and has been 
a staple ever since. 
 Phelps has been induct-
ed into the Rider University 
Athletic Hall of Fame for his 
performance on the golf course 
instead of the basketball court, 
but when looking back at his 
time at Rider, Phelps cannot 
stress enough the importance of 
the quality of the education.
 “The greatest thing about 
Rider is the quality of the edu-
cation you’re going to get,” said 
Phelps.
 Another phrase Phelps 
coins as a “Digger-ism” is, 
“Don’t assume, follow up, and 
always have a backup,” in which 
Phelps says he learned coming 
out of Rider and tried to instill 
in all his players. 
 “Digger” Phelps is more 
than just a statistic-spitting, 
YouTube-dancing, college-bas-
ketball aficionado. Phelps is a 
proven well-rounded individual 
by helping out his commu-
nity and being a class act on 
and off the camera. Even after 
his success at Notre Dame and 
being a well known basket-
ball analyst he is still humble 
enough to recognize where it all 
began. 

Rusty Miller/The Associated Press

Digger Phelps congratulates Adrian Dantley coming off the 
court. Phelps helped the Irish end UCLA’s 88-game win streak.



Ringgold finds success through struggles

 This is the second part of a three-part 
series focusing on the three Rider men’s 
basketball players who competed in their 
final game last month. This week: Mike 
Ringgold. 
 For senior Mike Ringgold, Rider 
holds a special place in his heart. In May, 
the 6’7” forward will take the gratify-
ing walk on stage at graduation and 
accept his degree in communications, 
something many people from his neigh-
borhood don’t even achieve at the high 
school level.
 “Not a lot of people from my neigh-
borhood or family graduated,” he said. 
“The whole college experience has been 
great. I can’t complain, I’ve just been 
blessed.”
 The Third Team All-MAAC selec-
tion owned the low blocks from start 
to finish at Rider, pouring in 1,386 
points in his collegiate career, 14th best 
in program history, and corralled 789 
rebounds, fifth-most among all Broncs.
 Ringgold was born and raised in 
the rugged, dangerous streets of North 
Philadelphia, the place where he learned 
the game of basketball, but more impor-
tantly, was molded as a person.
 North Philadelphia, notoriously 
known for its gun violence and gang-
populated streets, claimed many of 
Ringgold’s friends and relatives, but the 
experiences only made him stronger.
 “To lose anybody, it’s not a good 
feeling at all,” he said. “The experiences 
made me tough and who I am today 
because I take that mindset when I go 
on the court, that I’m playing for the 
people I lost.”
 Growing up, Ringgold steered clear 
of the negative influences and remained 

focused, but the environment in which 
he resided made it difficult.
 “All your friends are missing school 
and you have bad and negative people 
around you,” he said. “It was hard just 
to be different.”
 Eluding trouble on the outside, the 
big-man dominated the paint for Roman 
Catholic in the prestigious Catholic 
League. Ringgold averaged 18 points per 
game and eight rebounds, while earning 
First Team All-Catholic League honors 
as well as First Team All-City honors.
 The hard work paid off as Ringgold 

gained scholarship offers from Hofstra, 
Northeastern, Delaware and looks from 
other mid-majors, but the Philly schools 
never pursued him. Other than an offer 
from La Salle that dissolved following a 
scandal with its former coach, the Big 5 
did not recruit Ringgold, giving him a 
chip on his shoulder during his career as 
a Bronc.
 “Every time I step on the court, 
it’s an opportunity to prove myself, so 
I go with that mindset,” said Ringgold. 
“When we played Philly teams, it made 
it a little worse, knowing that they didn’t 

recruit me, so I made sure I gave my best 
effort.”
 The quick-footed force down 
low attended Winchendon Prep in 
Massachusetts to strengthen his aca-
demics and SAT scores before eventually 
coming to Lawrenceville, a suburban 
setting he felt comfortable in and flour-
ished.
 From day one, the crafty post player 
was an integral part of the Broncs’ suc-
cess the past four years. Ringgold started 
in 131 of the 133 games he competed in 
at Rider, and in his freshman campaign, 
he served as current NBA forward Jason 
Thompson’s frontcourt partner en route 
to a share of the MAAC regular season 
title with Siena. 
 “You come to any program to win,” 
said Ringgold. “We’re going down in 
history and you always want to remem-
ber a winner.”
 Ringgold posted highlight perfor-
mances on the biggest stages. He scored 
a career-high 24 points when Rider visit-
ed then third-ranked Pittsburgh on Dec. 
4 and he had 21 points in the victory 
against Jarvis Varnado, NCAA’s all-time 
leading shot blocker, and Mississippi 
State last season.
 Now, Ringgold is planning his 
future. The Philadelphia native is speak-
ing to agents and is shooting for a 
professional career in another country, 
doing what he relishes most: playing the 
game of basketball.
 “It’s looking good,” he said. “I’ll 
most likely end up overseas somewhere, 
doing what I love.”
 Doing what he loves with a college 
degree.
 
 NEXT WEEK: Patrick Mansell
 

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Senior Mike Ringgold compiled 82 wins in his time at Rider, most-ever in a four-
year span, following a dangerous upbringing in Logan section of North Philly.

Track and field start outdoor season on high note

 

 The Rider track and field 
team got off to a strong start this 
spring season at the 16th annu-
al Monmouth Season Opener 
last Friday and Saturday.
 There were many solid per-
formances despite bad weather, 
according to Head Coach Bob 
Hamer.
 “I thought that we were 
very competitive in many areas, 
specifically the track events,” 
said Hamer. “The weather was 
less than ideal but we talked 
ahead of time about just going 
out and competing and not 
worrying about the marks. We 
were very successful in this 
approach.”
 Senior Michael Soroko won 
the 1,500-meter, earning a time 
of 3:59.66, while sophomore 
David Hightower finished first 
in the 110-meter hurdles with 
an IC4A qualifying time of 
14.2.
 “I was very happy for Dave 
to hit this mark early in the 

season. He is picking up right 
where he left off during the 
indoor season,” Hamer said. 
“He raced the 400 hurdles and 
the 4x100 meter relay prior 
to that race, so it should give 
him great confidence that he 
was able to qualify after racing 
several times prior to the 110 
hurdles.”
 Other achievements for the 
Rider men consisted of fresh-
man Steve Brown placing sec-
ond in the triple jump with a 
distance of 13.71 meters and 
third in the long jump at 6.49 
meters.
 Sophomore James 
Burroughs finished second 
in the 110-meter hurdles in 
15.00, while sophomore Jorge 
Merino earned a distance of 
15.09 meters, finishing third in 
the shot put as well as the discus 
with a distance of 43.93 meters.
 The 4x200 relay team of 
freshmen Wilvenson Baptiste, 
Dave Brown, Joseph Carlin 
and junior Ron Moore came in 
third with a time of 3:25.17.
 For the Rider women, 
sophomore Mia Riley won the 

100-meter dash, finishing with 
a time of 12.36.
 Freshman Lauryn Strebeck 
placed second in the long jump 
with a distance of 4.8 meters, 
while junior Kristen Perrine fin-
ished second in the 1500-meter, 
earning a time of 4:45.22.
 Additionally, the 4x100 
relay consisting of seniors 
Shaylah Counts, Jillian Rubbico 
and sophomores Erin McMullin 
and Riley placed second in 
48.64, while McMullin earned 
second place in the 200-meter 
with a time of 25.61.
 The Rider track and 
field team is currently com-
peting in Williamsburg, Va. 
at the Colonial Relays, which 
began Thursday and continues 
through Saturday.
 “We are excited to get some 
warmer weather and to have a 
great opportunity to compete 
in a highly competitive meet,” 
said Hamer.

By Victoria Lyons

TRACK AND FIELD

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Sophomore David Hightower finished first in the 110-meter 
hurdles with an IC4A qualifying time of 14.2 seconds.
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 The Rider baseball team is on a roll as of late, and 
it carried that momentum into a home series against 
Niagara last weekend and a road game at Seton Hall 
on Tuesday. 
 Even with a tough loss to Seton Hall, the Broncs 
have won nine of their last 11, creating the momentum 
they need as they go into the part of their schedule that 
is littered with conference foes. 
 The Broncs (13-8, 3-0 MAAC) jumped on Niagara 
(3-20, 0-3 MAAC) early in the first game of the three-
game set, when designated hitter senior Steve Galella 
knocked in a run in the first inning. The Broncs then 
opened up the game in the third inning. Seven hits and 
one error added up to a seven-run inning, making the 
score 8-0 in favor of Rider. 
 With ace pitcher senior Mike Thomas on the hill, 
that would be more than enough. Thomas allowed just 
four hits and one run over his eight innings of work. 
 “I think I threw pretty well against Niagara,” 
Thomas said. “My arm felt good and I think my 
pitches were pretty sharp all game.”
 The Broncs poured on four more runs, bringing 
their total to 12 for the game. The offensive explosion 
was due in large part to a big game from outfielder 
freshman Nick Crescenzo, who had five hits and scored 
three runs. The Broncs won the game by a final score 
of 12-2.
 The offense would not slow down the next day 

either. Rider once again jumped out to an early lead 
with four runs in the first inning. Once again, that 
would be more than enough run support for junior 
pitcher Patrick Devlin. Devlin pitched all seven innings 
giving up just six hits and one earned run. 
 The offense was able to make it a blowout, scratch-
ing out six more runs over the course of the game, 
bringing the Broncs’ total to 10. Senior shortstop John 
Ralston knocked in three of those runs himself. The 

Broncs won the game by a final score of 10-2.
 In the second game, for the first time in the series, 
the Broncs did not score in the first inning. They did, 
however, score at least one run in each of the next six 
innings as the offense continued its hot streak. 
 Keeping the solid play going for the Broncs pitcher 
was senior Nate Eppley. Eppley went all nine innings, 
allowing just six hits and one run. 
 “I felt I threw well against Niagara,” Eppley said. 
“It was easy to pitch when I got such run support.”
 The run support that Eppley mentioned equalled 
12 runs through nine innings. Ralston once again 
knocked in three runs while Galella hit three more 
himself. The Broncs won the game by a final score of 
12-1, sweeping the series against their conference rival. 
 The Broncs then traveled to Seton Hall to take on 
the Pirates in a single game where the offense stumbled 
a bit. 
 The Broncs were held scoreless for the first four 
innings, while Seton Hall (11-11) jumped out to a 
three-run lead. Rider evened it up in the fifth with 
three runs of their own, and the score remained tied 
until the ninth. Seton Hall was unable to get a hit in 
the bottom of the ninth, but that didn’t stop them 
from manufacturing the game-winning run, which was 
scored on a wild pitch. 
 Rider will look to continue this hot streak against 
conference rival Iona (7-13, 0-3 MAAC) on Saturday, 
in the next step toward achieving their  goals.
 “We’re constantly working on things to improve 
and ultimately win another championship,” said 
Eppley.
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 Where can you find 
Richard Phelps, better known 
as “Digger,” during the col-
lege basketball season? Simply 
turn on ESPN, and you will 
find him analyzing what a team 
needs to do in order to secure 
victory. Phelps is qualified to 
give advice to both coaches 
and players because through-
out his illustrious career, Digger 
himself has played both roles. 
However, he was much more 
than that. He also was a Rider 
Bronc. 
 A quick Google search of 
Phelps will bring up such facts 
as “alumni of Rider College,” 
“head coach of Notre Dame 
basketball,” “ESPN analyst” or 
possibly a video of Phelps and 
the local cheerleaders sharing a 
dance for the crowd. However, 
there is more than meets the eye 
with Phelps. 
 Phelps, who graduated 
from  Rider University (then 
Rider College) in ‘63, always 
had a yearning to attend one of 
the Armed Forces schools, pref-
erably Army or Navy. After his 
first semester at Rider, Phelps 
decided to drop out and go 
to Columbia Prep, located in 
Washington, D.C., with hopes 

of being able to attend one 
of the service academies. Poor 
grades prohibited Phelps from 
doing so, prompting him to 
return to Rider. After playing 
basketball for four years as a 
Bronc, Phelps realized the suc-
cess the Broncs saw on the 
court was not the result of an 
individual, but rather from a 
combined team effort.
 “I wasn’t much of a big- 
time player at Rider,” said 
Phelps during a phone inter-
view last week. “I might have 
had 54 points in my career. My 
best game was at Bridgeport, 
where I think I scored 25 or 27. 
Other than that, I was more of 
just a guy coming off the bench. 
I was 6’3” and I played inside. 
I was able to rebound and con-
tribute that way. My senior year 
we went to the NAIA tourna-
ment, which was a big thrill for 
us because we were Rider and 
this was out in Kansas City.”
 Some of his favorite mem-
ories and biggest life lessons 
came from the time he spent as 
a brother of Tau Kappa Epsilon 
(TKE) house at Rider. 
 “We would bust each other 
in that TKE house, but we had 
this bond,” said Phelps. “We all 
were creative, we learned how 
to become risk takers, we had 

the right ‘street smarts,’ and we 
learned how to be survivors. 
That’s how we all became lead-
ers in our field. It was not just 
what we learned in the class-
room. I mean I got my degree 
in business and learned a lot 
because there was some great 
faculty, but it was these other 
characteristics that we learned 
to develop.”
 With his fraternity broth-
ers, Phelps would use the char-
acteristics instilled in them by 
being a TKE, and would use it 
to their advantage.
 “We would sit down at the 
meetings, and we would be told 
we would have to do something 
about our grades because our 
grade point average was hor-
rible. So we would say that 
we were going to bring in 25 
pledges the following year and 
we would have everyone find us 
the five best ‘egg heads’ with the 
4.0 averages and we will recruit 
them and bring them in. Now 
our grade point average goes 
up, we’re off academic proba-
tion and we are off social pro-
bation. That was our creativity; 
that was the way to figure it out 
and become a survivor. That’s 
what I did at Notre Dame. I 
was creative, I was a risk taker, 
I had the right street smarts 

and I was a survivor, and that’s 
why we beat seven number one 
teams.”
 Phelps graduated from 
Rider with a degree in busi-
ness administration, with plans 
of going to embalming school 
to join his father’s business. 
He coached a summer league 
for Beacon High School in 
New York, and at the same 
time learned the swing-and-go 
offense, discovering his pas-
sion for coaching. Phelps  gath-

ered his family together and 
explained to them that he was 
going to try his hand at being 
a basketball coach at the college 
level before immersing himself 
completely in the family busi-
ness. 
 “I went back to Rider and 
was like a volunteer assistant,” 
said Phelps. “Bob Greenwood  
was the coach and Tom Petroff 
was the baseball coach and he 
was like a mentor to me because 

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Senior pitcher Mike Thomas hurled eight strong in-
nings, striking out 11 in the 12-2 win over Niagara.

Diggin’ Digger
Rider alumnus Richard Phelps leads   
on the hardwood and in the community

Courtesy of ESPN

Now a member of the ESPN College Game Day crew, Phelps 
is always open to offering his opinion on games being played.

Baseball dominates opening MAAC series
BASEBALL

By David Pavlak

By Michael Mack

See Digger, p. 10
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