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Public Service Electric and 
Gas Company (PSE&G) is in 
the planning stages of installing 
a solar field on Rider’s four-
acre lot between the softball 
fields and Interstate-95 this fall, 
pending Lawrence Township 
Planning Board approval. 
 According to associ-
ate vice president of Facilities 
and Auxiliary Services Mike 
Reca, this project will tenta-
tively provide approximately 
740,000-kilowatt hours of 
energy for the Lawrenceville 
community, from which Rider 
will benefit indirectly. This 
number will be finalized after 
zoning approval. 
 “The energy is going 
directly into the PSE&G grid,” 
he said. “It is not coming to 
Rider. This alternative energy 
source will benefit the com-
munity as a whole. It provides 
the opportunity for PSE&G 
to sell electricity as a renewable 
resource.”
 The land would be ten-
tatively leased to PSE&G for 
20 years, but the lease is con-
ditional upon the approval of 

the Planning Board, which will 
vote on the proposal in June. 
 “Basically, [the field will] 
provide solar energy that is put 
right into the electrical grid and 
so it is an alternate source of 
energy,” Reca said. “There’s not 

a whole lot of locations in New 
Jersey so PSE&G goes around 
looking for land.”
 According to Reca, Rider is 
not giving up ownership of the 
land. 
 “The 3.2 acres is being 

leased,” he said. “Rider still 
owns it. Currently, there are no 
plans for that land other than 
this project.”
 Reca would not provide the 
amount of money Rider would 
receive from PSE&G for the 

leased land.
 PSE&G approached Rider 
two years ago about implement-
ing its “Solar 4 All” program 
— which is one of PSE&G’s 
programs to decrease carbon 

Here Comes THe sun 
Rider may lease land to PSE&G for proposed solar field

Sarah Lopez/The Rider News

See Solar, p. 4

The proposed solar field would be built in the back field between the softball field and I-95. If approved by the Lawrence Twp. 
Planning Board, the solar field’s energy will go directly to the PSE&G grid, benefitting the entire community. 

By Kevin Whitehead

Finance Board, campus groups reining in spending
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 Two years after running out of funds for 
special requests for campus groups before the 
end of the year, the Student Government 
Association’s (SGA) Finance Board has made 
huge improvements in the way the money is 
distributed, according to SGA President Brian 
Guzman.
 Finance Board is the branch of SGA respon-
sible for approving budgets to SGA and other 
clubs on campus. It also distributes money to 
clubs from the spontaneous fund, which helps 
pay for events, trips and conventions that their 
budgets cannot cover. All of these funds come 
from the $125 per semester Student Activity Fee 
that all undergraduate students pay. Seventy-
eight percent of Finance Board’s roughly $1 
million budget goes to club budgets while the 
rest is put into the spontaneous fund. That fund 

See Finance, p. 4
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Coming Up ...
Friday, March 4
The Drowsy Chaperone, 8 
p.m., Princeton High School 
Auditorium. Tickets: $20 
adults and $15 students/
seniors. Box office: 609-921-
2663

Pub Night, 9 p.m., BLC Pub

Saturday, March 5
University Ball, 7 p.m., 
Cavalla Room

Rider Dances with the 
Ghosts, 7:30 p.m., Yvonne 
Theater. General admission: 
$10; Rider students, faculty, 
staff: $5. Available only at the 
door

The Drowsy Chaperone, 8 
p.m., Princeton High School 
Auditorium. Tickets: $20 
adults and $15 students/
seniors. Box office: 609-921-
2663

Sunday, March 6
Rider Dances with the 
Ghosts, 3 p.m., Yvonne 
Theater. General admission: 

$10; Rider students, faculty, 
staff: $5. Available only at the 
door

The Drowsy Chaperone, 3 
p.m., Princeton High School 
Auditorium. Tickets: $20 
adults and $15 students/
seniors. Box office: 609-921-
2663

Monday, March 7
Course Request Period for 
Fall 2011, 8 a.m.

Pub Night, 9 p.m., BLC Pub

Tuesday, March 8
ESSC Green Film Series 
Trapped, 6 p.m., Sweigart 
115

Wednesday, March 9
American Studies Speaker, 
Morris Dickstien, 11:30 
a.m., Sweigart 115

ASHA: Hope for New 
Beginnings, 7:30 p.m., 
Yvonne Theater

Thursday, March 10
Water Info Session, 11 a.m., 
Thayer Lounge

ACS Lunch Time Bronc 
Bingo, 11:15 a.m., BLC 
Commuter Lounge

Friday, March 11
Residence Halls Close for 
Spring Break, 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, March 20
Residence Halls Reopen

Monday, March 21
Pub Night, 9 p.m., BLC Pub

Thursday, March 24
Pub Night, 4:30 p.m., BLC 
Pub

Personal Branding 
Workshop, 5 p.m., Daly’s 
Princeton Room

Compiled by Dalton Karwacki
To list your event, e-mail
ridernews@rider.edu
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Recyclemania Update

Recycling

Trash

Food/Organic Recycling

Week One:

Week Two:

Week Three:

Week One:

Week Two:

Week Three:

Week One:

Week Two:

Week Three:

19,380 lbs, Rank: 93/225

19,440 lbs, Rank: 86/261

34,480 lbs, Rank: 86/261

44,040 lbs, 9.64 lbs/person

34,480 lbs, 8.19 lbs/person

44,220 lbs, 11.96 lbs/person

18,060 lbs, Rank: 3/96

18,060 lbs, Rank: 5/111

18,060 lbs, Rank: 5/111

Emily Landgraf/The Rider News

Information provided by: 
Sustainability Coordinator Melissa Greenberg



 Author, professor and civil 
rights activist Dr. Cornel West 
helped close out Rider’s Black 
History Month celebration this 
week, leaving most with a mes-
sage that resonated well beyond 
the cultural celebration itself. 
 West spoke Monday night 
in the Cavalla Room of the 
BLC on the Seven Principles of 
Kwanzaa to a packed audience 
of faculty and students from all 
departments and majors. 
 From a young age, West was 
deeply involved in the move-
ment for equal rights. As a high 
school student in Sacramento, 
Calif., West marched in civ-
il rights demonstrations, led 
protests and demanded that 
the school board at his high 
school establish black studies 
courses.  He then went on to 
study at Harvard University 
and graduated magna cum 
laude in Eastern Languages and 
Civilization. 
 Monday night’s event began 
with a prayer and the singing of 
the Negro National Anthem. 
West then led into his speech 
by naming some of the greatest 
and most influential figures in 
black history. Harriet Tubman, 
Fredrick Douglas, Sojourner 
Truth and Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. were just a few of the 
idolized figures listed. 
 The topics West covered 
went well beyond the basic 
Seven Principles of Kwanzaa. 
He tied the themes of unity, 
self-determination, responsibil-
ity, economics, purpose, cre-
ativity and faith to modern-day 
issues and brought awareness 
to the importance of personal 
fulfillment. 
 “Kwanzaa is about free-
dom, self-determination and 
education in the deepest sense,” 
West said. “It’s about mustering 
the courage to examine life.”
 As the speaker for the clos-
ing ceremony of Black History 
Month, West commented on 
the significance of reflecting on 
the message the month con-
veys. 
 “Black history month 

causes us to raise the question: 
What type of human are you 
going to be?” he said. “It teach-
es us how to die in order to live. 
We must critically examine the 
way in which we live our lives.” 
 According to West, Black 
History Month affords the 
opportunity to do just that. 
 He then began to focus in 
on the question, “What kind 
of human are you going to be 
from your mother’s womb to 
the tomb?” Audience members 
were left contemplating their 
own personal goals and what 
they hope to achieve in life 
compared to what they have 
already accomplished. West 
stressed the idea of making the 
short time you are here on 
Earth as meaningful as possible. 
 “Greatness in life is defined 
as the quality of your service to 
others,” he said. The professor 
said the desire for material pos-
sessions has overshadowed the 
respect, courtesy and help given 
to fellow human beings. 
 Attendee and Residence 
Director of Conover Hall Jaffir 
Rice believed West’s message 
and style of speaking left an 
impact, specifically on the 
younger demographic.
 “I think his style of speak-
ing really resonates with college 
students,” he said. “West focus-
es on Black History Month in 
terms of the human race and 
how to improve our society as a 
whole.”
 The topics of future goals 
and discovering each individ-
ual’s purpose in life also were 
addressed by West.
 “You must find your call-
ing, which is different than 
your career, and find your voca-
tion, which is different than 
your profession,” stated West. 
 He added that success is 
a beautiful thing “if used as a 
weapon in the struggle for jus-
tice.” 
 Upon graduating from 
Harvard, West went on to 
recieve his Ph.D. from Princeton 
University and began to teach as 
a professor of African-American 
Studies at Harvard University. 

His introductory course on 
African-American Studies was 
one of the most popular classes 
in Harvard at the time. Today, 
the much-requested profes-
sor teaches at Princeton in the 
Center for African American 
Studies and in the Department 
of Religion. 
 West has been the recipi-
ent of more than 20 honorary 
degrees, has written 19 books, 
edited 13 texts, appeared in 
25 different documentaries and 
can be seen making appearances 
on multiple television and radio 
programs. He publicly support-
ed Barack Obama’s campaign 
for presidency in 2008 and has 
politically advised many other 
Democratic candidates, such as 
Al Sharpton during his 2004 
presidential campaign. 
 West speaks on various top-
ics across the country, and has 
been involved with such proj-
ects as the Million Man March 
and Russell Simmons’s Hip-
Hop Summit. He continues to 
be an active member of groups 
and organizations that promote 
social acceptance and justice. 

 West is also currently on 
the Board of Directors of the 
International Bridges to Justice 
and has been repeatedly cited 
in popular magazines and news 
articles on African-American 
studies and studies of black 
theology. 
 Through the spirit of 
Kwanzaa and the messages 
evoked from Black History 
Month, West hoped that stu-
dents would be able to experi-
ence personal achievement and 
find the courage to examine 
themselves and their futures. 

Dr. West: Kwanzaa is about freedom
Friday, March 4, 2011 3

 It’s nearly that time of year 
again: spring break.
 While it’s important to 
relax and have a good time, 
it’s also important to be safe, 
according to Public Safety 
detective Steven Biancamano.
 “Spring break is a quintes-
sential part of the college expe-
rience, and it can be one of 
the highlights of your college 
career if you’re careful and use 
common sense,” he said. 
 To help students pro-
tect themselves over break, 
Biancamano supplied the fol-
lowing tips. 

Property Safety

•	 Take as few valuables on 
your trip as possible. 

•	 Book hotels that give you 
access to a safe. Lock up 
anything of value.

•	 Always lock your hotel 
room door.

•	 If your cell phone or credit 
cards are stolen or missing, 
report this immediately to 
the companies so they can 
cancel your service.

•	 Watch out for scam artists 
who try to rip off students.

Physical Safety

•	 Use the buddy system. Be 
sure to choose buddies you 
can trust.

•	 Don’t leave with strangers.
•	 Watch your drink care-

fully.
•	 Carry a cell phone with 

you in case of emergency.
•	 Carry your identification 

and important medical 
information on your per-
son in case of an emer-
gency. 

Alcohol Safety

•	 Know your limit with 
alcohol. If you do drink 
excessively, always use the 
buddy system.

•	 Know the signs and symp-
toms of alcohol poisoning. 

•	 Do not drink and drive. 
•	 Be aware of all local laws 

and regulations involving 
alcohol, especially if you 
are travelling abroad. A 
night in a foreign jail was 
probably not on your itin-
erary.

Spring break safety tips from Public Safety

By Katie Zeck

The
Rider News

Sarah Lopez/The Rider News

Dr. Cornel West discusses the Seven Principles of Kwanzaa as 
keynote speaker for Rider’s Black History Month celebration.

Security BriefS
Alcohol violation

 Two students were cited 
for underage drinking by 
the university and Lawrence 
Township Police Department 
(LTPD) last weekend. 
 On Friday, Feb. 25, at 
12:22 a.m., Public Safety was 
dispatched to Poyda Hall and 
met with two female staff 
members. One of the females 
said that a student had com-
plained about noise in the 
building. The staff mem-
ber found the room where 
the noise was coming from 
and was granted access. She 
observed alcohol in the room.
 More alcohol was found 
after an additional search. 

DWI

 A male commuter stu-
dent’s erratic driving alerted 
Public Safety and LTPD to a 
DWI last weekend. 
 On Friday, Feb. 25, at 
12:57 a.m., Public Safety 
observed a car traveling 
south on Alumni Drive. The 
student had trouble turning 
onto South Drive. 
 Public Safety officers and 
LTPD officers went to assist 
the student and noticed evi-
dence of what appeared to 
be a recent accident. Officers 
spoke with the student and it 
was determined that he was 
under the influence of alco-
hol. 
 The student was charged 
with violating the university’s 
alcohol policy. 

Rider’s Banksy?

 The writing was on the 
wall in the form of graffiti on 
a New Building stairwell last 
weekend. 
 On Saturday, Feb. 26, 
at 2:45 a.m., Public Safety 
discovered the graffiti while 
walking through Ziegler/
New Hall. No suspects have 
been identified. 
 The investigation is 
ongoing. Anyone with infor-
mation should contact Public 
Safety at x. 5029. 

Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.

Correction

Anthony Baron was identi-
fied as a junior in last week’s 
parking lot story. He is a 
senior. 

Look for the next issue 
of The Rider News on 
Friday, March 25. 

Read

RE
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was nearly depleted two years 
ago. Since then, Finance Board 
has been increasingly deliberate 
in distributing money.
 “Finance Board this year is 
absolutely an incredibly strong 
group, the strongest I’ve seen 
since I’ve been at Rider,” said 
Guzman. “I stand by basically 
all of the decisions they’ve made 
as far as who gets money and 
how much they get.”
 This year, Finance Board 
has heard 58 proposals from 
various campus organizations 
to receive money from the 
spontaneous fund, 53 of which 
were approved by the board. In 
all, the board has been asked for 
almost $178,000 as of February 
23. It has approved about 74 
percent of the amount request-
ed, just under $132,000, leav-
ing a little over $52,000 left for 
the rest of the year.
 Last year, clubs asked for 
a combined total of nearly 
$258,000 in spontaneous funds. 
Finance Board gave out almost 
58 percent of the request-
ed funds, a total of almost 
$164,000. This came from 71 
approvals on 81 requests. The 
Finance Board finished the year 
with just over $1,000 left over.
 According to SGA Treasurer 
Mike Zilly, Finance Board can 
distribute less money than a 
club asks for.
 “When clubs receive less 
than the request, it can be 
because of a number of rea-
sons,” Zilly said. “They could 

have asked for too much money 
for food, or the board is only 
willing to send a certain por-
tion of their people on the 
conference requesting money, 
or even because they want too 
much money for fliers. It really 
depends on the proposal.”
 Dave Keenan, director of 
Campus Life and adviser to 
SGA and Finance Board, said 
that campus organizations have 
also played a large role in the 
more careful spending of spon-
taneous funds.
 “A big part of the reason 
for that is that the clubs have 
become more reliant on their 
budgeted funds than they have 
in the past,” he said. “They 
don’t need to rely on the spon-
taneous fund as much.”
 Some of the Finance 
Board’s $1 million budget is 
used for other projects, accord-
ing to Zilly.
 “The money has also gone 
toward special projects like the 
turf field and toward the pub 
losses that are incurred each 
year,” Zilly said. “For the most 
part, the money goes toward 
entertainment purposes such as 
the concerts and comedians. 
Also, the money goes toward 
other academic, multicultural, 
community service type ven-
tures.”
 Many of the largest sponta-
neous fund allocations granted 
this year are to send groups to 
conferences — a total of almost 
$44,500. That is considerably 
less than the requested amount 
of nearly $76,000. According to 
Zilly, it is common for confer-
ence requests and payments to 

be large because of the number 
of expenses involved in sending 
a group to a conference.
 “Conferences are very 
expensive and involve transpor-
tation, food and often times 
a conference registration,” he 
said. “Most of the time, clubs 
want to send a lot of people on 
these conferences. The finance 
board usually cuts the money 
awarded by sending less people 
than originally asked.”
 Of the top five largest pay-
ments from the fund, three 
were for trips to conferences. 
 The largest disbursement 
was $9,000 for a Black Student 
Union trip to a leadership con-
ference. The second largest was 
$8,500 for the Dance Team 
and Pep Band to travel. Third 
was  for Recreational Programs 
to travel to the National 
Intramural-Recreational Sports 
Association conference, just 
over $8,000. Fourth and fifth 
were almost $6,500 for the 
Student Entertainment Council 
to attend the conference for 
the National Association for 
Campus Activities and just 
over $6,000 for Rider’s chapter 
of the National Broadcasting 
Society to attend a conference 
in California, respectively.
 According to Guzman, 
Rider students made an excel-
lent choice in selecting this 
finance board.
 “This Finance Board has 
done a lot of good,” he said. “I 
think the students did a good 
job in electing them.”

Finance
Continued from p. 1

emissions. Rider reached a 
mutual agreement to lease its 
rear fields behind the softball 
field that were deemed suitable 
for solar construction. The solar 
company, Alteris Renewables, 
based in Wilton, Conn., would 
build the field, according to 
Sustainability Coordination 
Manager Melissa Greenberg.
 According to Reca, this is 
not the only solar project the 
university has in mind.
 “We are also pursuing other 
options in solar [energy] that 
are more indigenous to the 
campus,” Reca said. 
 While the solar field nego-
tiations are forthcoming, the 
project’s potential impact is 
great.
 “Something that appealed 
[to us about “Solar 4 All”] was 
that we’re a higher education 
institution. The visibility of the 
spot and that partnership was 
appealing,” Greenberg said.
 “There’s a lot of us that 
want to see this happen but, 
again, we’ve done our part of 
the project. It’s now whether 
[PSE&G] can get its approv-
als,” Reca said. 

 Greenberg said there have 
already been eco-friendly initia-
tives around campus including 
RecycleMania, food waste com-
posting and even green build-
ing. The latter is one of the 
more expensive projects that 
has improved Rider’s preserva-
tion of its environment.
 “Well, our biggest [build-
ing] move has been West 
Village. Those projects together 
are much larger financial proj-
ects which will have impact for 
years to come,” Reca said.
 Rider is Silver Certified 
according to the Leadership 
and Energy Efficient Design 
(LEED). According to Reca, 
anyone enrolled in this pro-
gram amasses points for dif-
ferent aspects like using recy-
clable construction parts. There 
are different certification levels 
including silver, gold and plati-
num. Each level simultaneously 
increases price and quality. 
 Other solar projects have 
been brought up, one being a 
solar panel installed on campus 
on the Science Building’s roof.
 According to Dr. Laura 
Hyatt, assistant dean of 
Sciences, the solar field project 
is much further along than any 
plans for solar panels on the 

Science Building. 
 “It would be a great idea,” 
Hyatt said. “I would really like 
us to be a demonstration build-
ing for the campus in terms of 
generating our own energy.”
 Although a solar field could 
be one of the largest moves 
Rider has made in the way 
of renewable energy, there has 
already been a green scheme 
around campus because of the 
student organization, Eco-Reps.
These students encourage green 
behavior around campus and 

serve as a bridge from adminis-
tration to Residence Life to the 
student body. 
 “They are the ambassadors 
for the sustainability on cam-
pus. They are the mouthpiec-
es for the university. They do 
signage, programs, and they’ve 
done a lot of resident hall pro-
grams,” Greenberg said.
 The Eco-Reps realize the 
role they play on campus.

“We basically monitor how 
everyone is recycling their trash 
and make sure everything is 

separated properly,” freshman 
Katelyn White said. 
 Greenberg believes the 
solar field will communicate 
Rider’s commitment to being 
green.
 “If the people will see the 
visual, people will be more 
interested in what we’re doing,” 
she said. “I think there will be 
more interest in our initiatives.” 

www.inhabitat.com

PSE&G’s solar garden, if approved, will be ground-mounted like the field above. The proposed 
field will span 3.2 acres of land.  The land will be tentatively leased to PSE&G for 20 years.

Be sure to check theridernews.
com for our weekly blogs on 
everything from sports to pho-
tography to life as a freshman.

Bishop of Trenton Diocese 
celebrates Mass in Gill Chapel

Dalton Karwacki/The Rider News

Bishop of the Trenton Diocese David O’Connell joined the 
Rider community in celebrating Catholic Mass last Sunday. 
O’Connell was formerly the president of Catholic University. 
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Spreading hope through choral music
 
 Music today is full of 
catchy lines and motivational 
lyrics, which is probably why 
instrumental music has seem-
ingly faded away. Westminster 
alumna Mollie Stone came to 
speak at Westminster Choir 
College last month about the 
impact that choral music can 
have on serious issues across the 
globe.
 Stone received her master’s 
degree in choral conducting and 
is also a teacher and conduc-
tor of the Chicago Children’s 
Choir.
 Starting when she was 16, 
Stone ventured to South Africa 
and experienced the ways in 
which local adult choirs can 
inspire change, particularly in 
informing the public about 
HIV.
 “I saw for the first time 
how people were using music 
to create social and political 
change,” Stone said. “I became 
very interested in studying how 
people can use music to change 
their world.”
 Because her first trip to 

South Africa was just after the 
first Democratic election in 
1996, Stone became interested 
in studying the ways that music 
was used in the apartheid strug-
gle and began to consider where 
the cause would go next.
 She learned that these 
choirs were using choral music 
to spread information and 
inspire mobilization when the 
government enacted unfair pol-
icies. They also worked on the 
basic level, providing comfort 
to those who were struggling.
 “I had a hunch that because 
HIV was such a huge problem 
that people would start think-
ing about HIV and AIDS,” 
Stone said. 
 Her hunch got her a grant 
from the Henry J. Kaiser Family 
Foundation that allowed her to 
travel around South Africa and 
continue her research by listen-
ing to prison, political and all 
HIV-positive choirs. What she 
discovered has kept her going 
back every two to three years. 
 “Once again they were 
using music to make change, 
both in terms of how people 
perceive HIV and how people 

treat other people with HIV,” 
she said. 
 Stone has experienced first-
hand how music is not only 
powerful to the performer, but 
how it also has the ability to 
move the audience. 
 Now, Stone can teach her 
music students how to inspire 
change by coming together as 
a group and raising their voices 
in unison for a cause. The best 
way to utilize African choral 
music is to use one’s self to 
express ideals, she said.
 “I think that there’s some-
thing way more powerful about 
using your own body to make 
music rather than an instru-
ment outside of yourself,” Stone 
said. “Especially for people who 
are suffering, it gives them a 
tremendous sense of power to 
be able to come together with 
the people around them to cre-
ate something beautiful.”
 What is also important is 
the way this music can change 
people’s perceptions of foreign 
cultures. When she first began 
researching, the music that she 
found was nothing like wit-
nessing an actual performance. 

South African choral music 
is meant to be a performance 
art that cannot be justly docu-
mented because of its intricacy. 
 Learning another culture’s 
music is a way to show respect 
and honor who they are, she 
said. Stone strives to teach her 
students how valuable music 
is in cultures around the world 
and in their cultures at home. 
 These choirs have spread 
knowledge and power to their 

fellow citizens, and have used 
music to do so. Now Stone will 
take their example to inspire the 
children of Chicago Children’s 
Choir to do the same, and will 
also continue her lifelong jour-
ney of learning and supporting 
South African choral choirs. 
 “Music is not just an art 
form; it’s so much more power-
ful than that,” she said.

Courtesy of Jessi Franko

Mollie Stone spoke of the impact of choral music in the world.

Rider’s riders share their story
 
 
 Rivalry has many outlets in 
Rider athletics, but there is one 
team that is certainly not hors-
ing around when it comes to 
showing its competitive edge.
 While the Rider University 
equestrian team has been on 
campus showing its pride with 
personalized jackets, many stu-
dents still only have a vague 
concept of what it does and 
how often it competes. The 
team is composed of around 25 
women, all of whom have a pas-
sion for riding horses and show-
ing off their talent and spirit.
 “I love horses and I’ve been 
riding my entire life,” said the 
team’s public relations chair, 
freshman Erica Krepow. “I used 
to have a horse, but being a the-
ater major, it got hard to keep 
up with that and riding and it 
was just really hard to balance 
it all.”
 The team competes in vari-
ous competitions throughout 
the school year against teams 
in the same zone, which is zone 
three, region two. 
 The 12 schools in its zone 
include: Arcadia University, 
Bucks County Community 
College, Delaware Valley 
College, Franklin and Marshall 
College, Penn State University 
Berks Campus, Princeton 
University and Temple 

University. Many of these are 
much larger schools than Rider.
 “It’s a challenge to have high 
scores against the bigger teams, 
but since our girls worked really 
hard, we managed to beat out 
two much larger schools [in the 
last competition],” said junior 
and co-captain Emily Harris. 

“We saw that as a huge accom-
plishment in our books.”
 In each zone there are vari-
ous levels at which a rider can 
compete in, from the very basic 
to difficult courses involving 
fences and other obstacles.
 The experience among 
team members varies. Some 

have been riding their entire 
lives while others just have an 
interest in and dedication to 
learning the ins and outs of 
horse riding.
 “I like being on the eques-
trian team because of the 
friends that I have made,” said 
freshman Carolynn Abrams.  “I 
get to ride a lot more, which is 
a great perk.”
 The team offers various 
leadership positions for those 
who wish to go above and 
beyond the regular standards 
of membership. Such positions 
include captain, co-captain, 
secretary, treasurer, co-treasurer, 
president of club sports and 
public relations chair.
 Anyone can join the team as 
long as they have the dedication 
to fully participate in the team’s 
events. Members are required 
to attend one half-hour lesson 
each week and attend addi-
tional weekly meetings every 
Wednesday in Memorial 320.
 The weekly lessons that 
members must attend are held 
at Buckingham Valley Farms in 
Pennsylvania, near New Hope. 
However, the horses that they 
practice on are not necessarily 
the horses that they will com-
pete on. At each show, the farm 
that hosts the show loans the 
horses to the riders so that they 
do not have to bring their own.
 “Riding a different horse 

every time is challenging,” said 
senior Sara Kassim, the team’s 
treasurer. “You are judged on 
how well you can equitate on 
a horse you have never been on 
before, which really tests your 
ability to observe how the horse 
moves while schooling, then get 
on and ride your ride.”
 At the beginning of every 
semester a schedule is sent out 
to the members of the team 
who must then sign up for 
the competitions that they will 
be able to participate in. The 
competitions are held by the 
Intercollegiate Horse Show 
Association (IHSA), which is 
the largest intercollegiate eques-
trian association in the country.
 While at competitions, the 
team supports every member. 
They watch each other compete 
and remain there until the last 
member participates to create a 
unified front in the eyes of the 
competition and to show that 
they are behind one another.
 “We are a bunch of girls 
who like to hang out with each 
other,” Krepow said.  “We ride 
horses, have competitions and 
love being around each other.”
 The first competition of the 
semester takes place on Sunday 
at Delaware Valley College. All 
students are welcome to attend.

Courtesy of the Rider Equestrian Team

Sophomore Diana Falcone jumps with her horse during one of 
the many competitions for the Equestrian Team.

By Cathleen Leitch

By Katherine Johnson



Best of Campusfood
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 Last week, we polled students to see which restaurants on the renowned col-
lege takeout website, Campusfood, had the best Chinese food.
 This week, 100 students were polled to see which restaurants on Campusfood 
were worthy of taking the trophy for the best pizza and Italian food.
 Unlike last week, students had a full spectrum of Italian restaurants to choose 
from this time (24 to be exact) since Campusfood is essentially dominated by 
Italian restaurants.
 So, which restaurant do students on campus turn to for that cheesy, greasy 
goodness, or for those delicious home-away-from-home hearty meals? The results 
may surprise you.

Students vote on favorite Italian staples

www.dominos.com

Students look to Domino’s whenever they’re craving pizza.

All-Around
Winner

 Although it may seem like the 
traditional homemade pizza places 
would take the cake on this one, 
Domino’s stole the win with 26 
percent of student votes. It also 
ranked the highest in best prices 
with 42 percent of the votes, best 
service with 29 percent of the votes 
and overall recommended restau-
rant with 22 percent of the votes.
 Following behind Domino’s for 
students’ favorite place to order 
pizza from were Candela’s with 13 
percent of the votes and Fedelo’s 
with 11 percent of the votes.

Heather Fiore/ The Rider News

Purple City Pizza is one of the late night munchie spots, but not one of the best.

Least Favorite
 Everyone wants to know which 
restaurants to steer clear of when 
ordering, so students were asked 
which restaurant is least favorable 
and lacks good service.
 Purple City Pizza came in first 
with 38 percent of the votes, which 
trampled the second least favorite 
by more than double the votes.
 Abruzzi Pizza, Magma Pizza, 
Positano Grill and Pizza, Wings, 
Steaks & Things didn’t gather any 
positive votes, placing them on the 
least favorite list as well.
 Sausage was voted as the least 
favorite topping for students, col-
lecting only 3 percent of the votes.

www. autoblog.com

Domino’s serves as the most recommended restaurant and quickest deliverer.

Quickest
Delivery

 Now, to save the best for last, 
which is probably what everyone is 
yearning to know: Which restau-
rant gets the pizza to your door the 
quickest?
 After acquiring 44 percent of 
students’ votes, Domino’s prevailed 
over all other restaurants by almost 
triple the votes. Following in second 
place with 16 percent of the votes 
was Dominator and in third place 
was Candela’s with 8 percent of the 
votes.

 
 
 

 Comedienne Loni Love is known 
for her notorious racial jokes on Chelsea 
Lately, as she bickers back and forth with 
the late-night hostess and others on the 
panel. However, on Feb. 26, Love man-
aged to venture away from the “crazy 
white woman,” Chelsea Handler, to per-
form at Rider.
 The Student Entertainment Council 
sponsored the event, which generated a 
turnout of about 100-150 students, who 
were laughing from start to finish. When 
Love first appeared on stage in the Cavalla 
Room, she started the show by firing off 
jokes about Rider’s website and how she 
had never heard of the school. However, 
because she glimpsed a smiling African-
American student on the website’s slide-
show, she decided it was safe to come here.
 She acknowledged each class from 
freshmen to seniors. She also caused a riot 
when she started calling out people that 
were late to her show, including a large 
African-American man whom she referred 
to as “Blind Side.”
 After cracking on part of the audi-
ence, Love gave students advice on topics, 
such as “don’t look up to celebrities” and 
“find something you love doing.” Love 
elaborated on this by mentioning how 
Christina Aguilera royally messed up the 
National Anthem at Super Bowl XLV, not 
because she was nervous, but because she 
was drunk.
 Love talked about her own college 
experience as well, and how her career 
plans drastically changed. She said she 
started off as an engineer but then decided 

to become a comedian.
 Love had a lot to say when it came to 
politics. She expressed her political state-
ments, such as her support of President 
Barack Obama and her hopes of the U.S. 
electing the first Mexican president, all of 
which had the audience roaring.
 Love finds time to visit Afghanistan. 
She goes there twice a year to do a comedy 
show in support of the soldiers.
 At Rider, Love said she enjoyed audi-
ence interaction and participation and got 
students involved on stage. In this part 
of the act, she had a pick-up line contest 
where she chose three men and three 
women to display their skills. The three 

men had to give their best pick-up lines 
and sing a line from a song of their choice 
to a girl that Love chose from the audi-
ence. The audience chose the winner by a 
round of applause.
 After the winner of the guys’ contest 
was chosen, the women’s contest began. 
They also were required to present their 
best pick-up line, but had a more risqué 
challenge when Love asked them to dance 
up on the winning guy.
 Because of her entertaining rendition 
of Ludacris’ “What’s Your Fantasy,” junior 
Bobbilynn Tull won the cash prize contest 
for the women.
 “When I was on stage, I thought I 

would have been nervous, but I wasn’t. It 
was fun being up there and being coura-
geous,” Tull said. “It was a good experi-
ence. I had worthy competitors and it 
was fun to laugh with them before we did 
what we had to do.”
 To end her show, Love had one student 
dance and another student sing “Only 
Hope” by Mandy Moore. Afterwards, 
Love gave fans and students the chance to 
meet her personally by opening the stage 
for photographs.

— Additional reporting by Neil Rasbury

Loads of laughs with Loni Love

www. matthewhocter.blogspot.com

Love performs for various entertainment shows, including Chelsea Lately, Comedy Central and The Tonight Show.

By Heather Fiore
and Angelique Lee

The Lowdown 
with Loni Love

You said you got your BA in electri-
cal engineering. How did that turn 
into a comic career?

I used to do stand-up in college to 
supplement my income. But, I really 
didn’t like the way urban comedy was 
going at that time. It was like Def 
Jam and I didn’t want to do that type 
of comedy, so I went on and got my 
degree. Then, I went to L.A. and I 
worked as an engineer, but I would do 
comedy on the side. And one night, I 
went to a comedy store and saw that 
there weren’t a lot of females; there 
was like one female and 10 guys on 
the show, so I told myself I was going 
to start getting back into it. So, I got 
back into it and one day we had a 
layoff at my job and I went to my 
boss and I told him to save someone 
else’s job and lay me off because they 
weren’t going to lay me off. I just said 
I’d go and do something different and 
I became a full-time comedian after 
that.

What is it like working with Chelsea 
Handler?

It is fabulous. Chelsea and I, as you 
can tell, we rip each other all the 
time and I’m so happy for her being 
a female in late night. She’s the only 
female that’s in late night. So, when 
she first told me about doing this 
show, I said, “Go for it” and she asked 
me to be on it and I’ve been on it 
since the inception. I’m really happy 
and I support her and she supports 
everyone else and that’s why I think 
good things are happening for her. 
She’s really helping stand-up comedy 
as a whole. Just by doing her show, 
it’s the only show where you can see 
stand-ups every night. Other late night 
shows may have a stand-up every now 
and then. I do a Tonight Show or a 
Lopez Tonight once a year, whereas 
with her, I’m doing one every two 
weeks. It has really helped to bring 
stand-up alive again. People are com-
ing out to the clubs, schools are inter-
ested, so it’s a really good thing right 
now.

Who’s your favorite celebrity or per-
son that you’ve worked with?

My favorite person is my boo, Dr. 
Drew, and I say that because he is try-
ing to help America’s crackheads. He 
doesn’t call them crackheads, it’s me 
that calls them crackheads. You know, 
anybody that’s on drugs, like Charlie 
Sheen, he needs Drew’s help. That is 
America’s crackhead right now. Drew 
is helping everybody and he’s genu-
ine. Believe me. I’ve worked with him 
enough. Nobody wants to be around 
crackheads that much. He is really try-
ing to help them.

Rider dance show goes supernatural
 
 
 

 Rider Dances will send chills down 
your spine with an unforgettably spooky 
performance this upcoming weekend with 
its newest show, “Rider Dances with the 
Ghosts.”
 Rider Dances performs an annual 
show, incorporating different themes for 
each performance. There is a meaning 
behind each of the themes and the cho-
reographers tell their own stories through 
the dances.
 Dr. Kim Vaccaro, assistant profes-
sor of dance, chose this theme after she 
encountered a ghost, figuratively speak-
ing, in her own life.  During the summer, 
she randomly received an e-mail from 
someone interested in combining ghosts 
with theater, but accidentally deleted it 
and temporarily forgot about it.  
 “Later, I received a phone call that 
my old dance teacher had passed away. 
She was my inspiration to become a 
choreographer,” Vaccaro said. “In a way, 
my teacher was a ‘ghost’ of my past and I 
had an epiphany: the theme for the show 
could be ghosts. All the dancers connected 
with this theme because they all have their 
own personal ghosts haunting them and 

even guiding them. It may have been a lost 
loved one or someone they wanted to pay 
tribute to.”
 In all, there are nine choreographers 
who created a dance to tell a story, be it 
their own or someone else’s. Each of the 
choreographers chose a different song and 
different type of dance.  It ranges from 
tap, a blend of tap and modern, ballet, hip 
hop, and classical contemporary, which is 
a blend of ballet, modern and jazz.
 Every dance has a different choreog-
rapher with unique meanings and stories 
behind every step.  One of them, a “deep 
tap” dance full of passion and strong emo-
tions, was created by graduate student 
Cherilyn Barbone.  This particular dance 
had an emotional story behind it.
 “My boyfriend from college was 
severely injured in a car accident,” she 
said. “At that time we were not together 
but this accident brought us together 
again, as if fate itself allowed this to occur 
and made us realize that we were meant to 
be.”
 Her dance dramatizes the emotions 
she felt during that time with three main 
characters in the story. One dancer is 
acting as Barbone and the other her boy-
friend.  Senior Katie McCambley is Fate, 
bringing the pair together.  All the others 

are “ghosts” surrounding them. To pro-
mote the spooky air, only the girls in the 
back can be heard.
 “It’s a good and exciting role to be able 
to dance to,” McCambley said. “It is also 
an ambiguous role which the audience can 
interpret as they please. In general, the 

entire show is open to interpretation. It’s 
all up to how the audience perceives it.” 
 “Rider Dances with the Ghosts” will 
be performed Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday at 3 p.m. in the Yvonne Theatre 
in Fine Arts. 

Courtesy of Lindsy Ray

Kim Collan (sophomore), Stephanie Agin (senior), Kristina Pavia (junior) and Christy 
Quickstad (senior) practice dancing with each of their “ghosts” during a rehearsal.

By Monica Jaramillo



Two years after almost running out of funds, the Finance 
Board has finally gotten its spontaneous funding bud-
get back on track. On Feb. 22, the board released its 

budget at the Student Government Association Senate meeting. 
Since Aug. 8, 2010, the Finance Board has received 50 requests 
for money from different organizations on campus. Most of 
the groups were given only a percentage of the amount they 
requested from the Finance Board’s $184,855 spontaneous 
funding budget. 
 According to a March 2009 article by The Rider News, the 
Finance Board began the 2008-2009 school year with more than 
$150,000 and by November was down to just $21,000. To avoid 
running out of money so quickly, the Finance Board has been 
more stringent with allotting money and has therefore been able 
to give to more groups. This time last year the board had almost 
$18,000 left, nearly 35 percent less than this year’s remaining 
$52,000. The Finance Board is to be commended for being 
more selective with its budget.
 Despite the multiple requests for funding, the Finance 
Board has not given the full amount of money requested by 48 
percent of the groups, and has been taking the time to consider 
and vote on how money should be divvied up among the various 
groups on campus. We commend them for that, as these deci-
sions cannot be made hastily. In total, the Finance Board gave 
just 24 organizations all of the money that they asked for.
 So far this year, almost $179,000 was requested by groups 
on campus, and 74 percent of that, or about $132,000 was 
granted. This is a vast improvement compared to what was 
given out at this point last year — about $147,000 out of the 
$258,000 requested.
 Currently, there are no criteria for figuring out which groups  
receive more money. A list of requirements should be enforced to 
help the Finance Board select whose needs are greatest.
 In a previous editorial, “What students want to see next,” 
The Rider News discussed hopes that the university would ulti-
mately put more funds toward improving the quality of campus 
food, creating more on- and off-campus entertainment for 
students over the weekends, bettering living conditions in the 
residence halls and helping students with tuition. Although the 
Finance Board’s budget allocations cannot reasonably cover all of 
these tasks, it’s reassuring to see that it’s aiding organizations in 
funding programs for students, as well as conferences and guest 
speakers at the university.
 Requests for conference funding totaled more than $80,000. 
Fifty nine percent of the requests were covered, with the finance 
board giving $48,425.02 toward conferences, which often 
includes travel and meal expenses. Ninety two percent of the 
$7,576.35 requested for speakers was allotted to those organiza-
tions, while 85 percent of the budget went to club sports teams, 
clubs and other programming for a total of $70,948.19. 
 These three requests are important to a large portion of the 
student body, and none of them received the full amount that 
was asked for. So, it’s important to remember that not all groups 
will get exactly what they want. 
 When asking for money, it is important to consider if these 
events will not only benefit the student body and university as 
a whole, but also whether they’re going to be valuable learning 
experiences for everyone involved. Conferences such as those for 
the National Broadcasting Society, for example, are valuable for 
radio/TV majors because the information they learn there will 
be helpful in their future careers. But, a money request for the 
Anime USA conference seems a bit more unnecessary, as it will 
affect a smaller portion of students. The events should be con-
sidered for their educational value to both the individuals and 
the university.
 The Finance Board has done a good job at giving organiza-
tions the chance for experiences both on and off campus. In the 
future, we hope it will continue to prioritize activities that will 
benefit everyone, giving Rider students the best possible oppor-
tunities.

8 Friday, March 4, 2011

Editorial

Granting requests 
not a fast decision

E-mail us at:
ridernews@rider.edu; 
newssection@rider.edu;
featuressection@rider.edu; 
opinionsection@rider.edu;
sportssection@rider.edu

The Rider News, Ridge House
2083 Lawrenceville Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Phone: (609) 896-5256
Fax: (609) 895-5696

This weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion 
of The Rider News. This week’s editorial was writ-
ten by the Managing Editor, Kaitlin MacRae.

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to the editor 
from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s telephone number 
and e-mail address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks on individuals or groups 
are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters  to the editor for length, clarity, accuracy, gram-
mar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste and civility. Brevity is encouraged. All 
decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, which may reject any letter. Send to The 
Rider News via e-mail (ridernews@rider.edu), campus mail, or hand deliver to Ridge House. All 
letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding publication.

ExEcutivE Editor

Allie Ward

Managing Editor

Kaitlin MacRae

nEws Editors

Emily Landgraf
Dalton Karwacki

FEaturEs and arts &
EntErtainMEnt Editors

Heather Fiore
Emily Eiermann

opinion Editor

Angelique Lee

sports Editors

Jordan Hall
Josh Veltrie

photography Editor

Helen Mannion

copy Editors

Lauren Frazzano 
Cathleen Leitch
Christina LoBrutto
Megan Pendagast

advErtising ManagErs

Laura Fitzgerald
Greg Ferrara

onlinE Editor

Whitney Haddard

BusinEss ManagEr

Oliver Joszt

dElivEry ManagEr

Matt Barron

Faculty advisErs

Dr. Dianne Garyantes
Randy Bergmann

Editorial & ManagErial BoardThe
Rider News

www.theridernews.com
facebook.com/theridernews
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renceville and Westminster campuses. Students could choose one option per question.

Award season ends on a low note

Did you watch the Oscars?
Yes
48%

No
52%

Didn’t have 
time - 34%

Forgot - 
22%

Didn’t care - 21%
Don’t like 
award shows - 
14%

Didn’t like 
nominees - 9%If you didn’t watch, why 

did you choose not to?

Awful - 40%

What did you think of the hosts?

Great - 13%

OK - 26%
Not so good - 
21%



Eco-Rep Green Corner

Don’t pay for what should be free

The Rider News is printed by Packet Publications, Princeton, N.J.  Our paper, purchased directly from 
North American mills, is composed of 50 percent recycled newsprint and 50 percent thermo-mechanical 
pulp (made from wood-chip and sawdust byproducts of the wood industry). Our inks are soy or mineral 
oil, not petroleum-based. Printing plates, litho film materials and silver content are recycled after use.
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 To Facebook or not to Facebook? In today’s socially competi-
tive and homogeneous society, it doesn’t seem like that really is the 
question at all. It’s more a matter of what kind of things should we 
do with all of this Facebook power.
 Every time we log into Facebook we are reminded of its motto: 
“Facebook helps you connect and share with the people in your 
life.” Mark Zuckerburg certainly gives us this opportunity on a 
silver platter. Along with all the benefits and possibilities Facebook 
can offer us, there are some drawbacks that can drive you crazy. We 
all know of the many distractions Facebook offers and the count-
less hours we spend procrastinating on it in our daily lives. Yet 
along with never getting our work done in a timely manner, there 
is another con about Facebook: It can cause us a lot of stress. 
 A new study from the researchers at Edinburgh Napier 
University in the United Kingdom found that, “The more friends 
you have, the more pressure there is to update your status and stay 
active on the website.” This study does an accurate job of describ-
ing the dissonance we can all feel with Facebook at times. We may 
not see it as a stressful activity because we all voluntarily socialize 
easily on it, yet there is a lot of pressure surrounding it.
 Facebook is a very interactive website, and it should be in order 
for us to stay connected with others. On the site, we are presented 
with many ways to keep in touch with our peers. Whether it’s 
our relationship status, education/work status, personal informa-
tion, photo albums, profile pictures or an up-to-date status report 
about what we’re doing at that very moment, we are always left 
with something to update. This alone can cause stress in our social 
world. Not only do we spend hours on our computer on Facebook 
every day, some of us even have access to it on our phone, making 
us more likely to update things twice as often. Seeing everyone 
else constantly changing and updating anything and everything 
on their page from day to day, even minute to minute, can cause 
us to feel pressured to do the same and keep up with the pace of 
Facebook. 
 The researchers from ENU conducted online surveys of 
almost 200 students and found that the majority of them, despite 
the stress it brings, are scared to leave Facebook because of the pos-
sibility of social alienation. Because the site has grown and encom-
passed our whole social world, we are left feeling that if we don’t 
keep up with it, we will fail to thrive as established members of 
society. As college students, we already experience plenty of stress 
and pressures from our parents, teachers, schoolwork, jobs and so 
on. 
 So, maybe we should all take a break from Facebook and a 
break from the hassle of always feeling the need to update things 
that actually are fairly insignificant. And without the distraction of 
seeing what’s on friends’ minds at every possible second, we may 
have an easier time getting all of our daily tasks done when they 
need to be. We don’t need a social website that is supposed to be 
enjoyable to be added to our list of everyday stressors. 

- Kristy Grinere
Sophomore journalism major

Sophomore Advice

Social network simply 
creates social anxiety

 Manufacturers such as Poland Springs, Deer Park, Aquafina and Dasani bottle public water and 
sell it back to consumers for 1,900 times the cost, according to the film Tapped. 
 Are you aware that 40 percent of bottled water is simply tap water? In 2006, Americans used 50 
billion water bottles and 38 billion of those ended up in landfills. Those bottles take more than 1,000 
years to biodegrade. Some $300 a month can be saved by not buying bottled water.
 The Food and Drug Administration regulates bottled water, whereas the Environmental 
Protection Agency regulates tap water. What this means is that tap water follows stricter guidelines 
and is tested for harmful toxins three times a day on average in municipalities and up to 300 times 
a month in large cities. Bottled water, on the other hand, does not have to be tested by authorities 
if it is packaged and sold in the same state, which 70 percent is, making the bottled water industry 
generally a self-regulated one. 
 FDA guidelines allow for minimal amounts of E. coli and fecal coliform bacteria (which originate 
in feces) in water while the EPA prohibits any traces in tap water. Seventy-five percent of the globe is 
covered with water. Of that, only about 3 percent is drinkable.
 Since some EPA regulations are stricter for tap water, bottled water is at times actually less clean 
than tap water. Of course, both kinds of water are perfectly safe for drinking; but the extra rules for 
tap water comes with a little more protection. 
 People usually associate the brand of bottled water that they buy with cleanliness and purity. But 
considering as bottled water isn’t any better for you than tap water, is it any surprise that such a large 
percentage of our “clean, bottled water straight from a natural spring” really comes straight from a 
tap?
 Multiple professionals in the field of natural resources believe that future wars will be fought over 
water, considering how it’s becoming a scarce commodity. A proposed solution to the limited water 
supply is to collect sewage water and expose it to an aggressive filtering and cleansing process to make 
it drinkable again. Although the procedure is already practiced in a few plants across the country, pro-
ducing water cleaner than the original product, including the word “sewage” in the plan immediately 
turns most people off.
 On Tuesday there will be a screening of Tapped in Sweigart 115 at 6 p.m. An accompanying 
information session will be held in Daly’s on Monday during open period, and you can learn what 
you can do to save money, save the Earth and save water.

- Steph Eppolito
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

February 27, 1922 — The U.S. Supreme Court 

unanimously guarantees women’s suffrage.

March 1, 1692 — The Salem Witch Trials begin.

March 1, 1872 — Congress authorizes the creation 

of Yellowstone National Park. 

March 3, 1931 — “The Star Spangled Banner” 

becomes the U.S. national anthem. 

This Week in hisTory ...

 Let’s do a mathematical equation. A beloved superhero, plus a Tony Award-winning director, plus 
a Grammy Award-winning composer, plus a $65 million budget, plus state-of-the-art technology, 
minus four injured actors equals Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark, the new musical taking the theater 
world by storm.
 Currently in previews at the Foxwoods Theater in New York City, Spider-Man: Turn Off the 
Dark is the new controversial musical staged by director Julie Taymor (The Lion King on Broadway, 
Across the Universe) with music and lyrics by Bono and The Edge, both of U2. With jokes coming 
from every comedian under the sun and terrible reviews coming from many major publications, this 
is hands-down the most talked about show in Broadway history. The main question that is being 
asked is, “Is it worth it?” Is it right for one show to be spending this much time and money to create 
a product that puts actors in harm’s way and has audiences leaving extremely disappointed with the 
final result?
 Well, it may not make sense, but I am actually pro-Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark. While it does 
not seem like a safe bet, I believe that it is not ruining the face of Broadway, as some are claiming. It 
is true that several injuries, like the concussion suffered by actress Natalie Mendoza, who has since 
officially left the show, and the 30-foot fall suffered by stunt performer Christopher Tierney, make 
this look like an insane undertaking. 
 In all honesty, who wants to see the manly Spider-Man dance and sing around a stage? The 
answer to that question is no one, and that is why Taymor went in the opposite direction. 
 Spider-Man and his enemies instead fly around the entire theater performing death-defying stunts 
in the midst of some of the best designs (lighting, costume and scenic) to ever come to Broadway. 
So to those who say that Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark is a crazy idea, I say that some shows are 
designed to make audience members think, others to make them laugh, while others set out to simply 
entertain, which is exactly what this show is doing. People are thinking about it 24/7 and laughing at 
some of its problems, but they are ultimately being entertained by this crazy and original musical.
 Some of you reading might be against this piece of theater and that is fine; the best part of the 
arts is that not everyone will agree with each other. But, no matter what your opinion is, know that 
Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark is selling out every performance and making more than $1 million a 
week in ticket sales, and that’s not even counting the revenue that merchandise brings in. So, while 
some may be against it, it looks as if this show will be around for quite some time, and I for one will 
be in line to get tickets the day it opens — if that day ever does come.

- Ryan Oliveti
Junior elementary education and theater major

Theater Critic

Superhero musical takes extra risks
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Lack of offense leads to losses

 It was a tough opening 
stretch for the softball team 
this past weekend, losing their 
first four games at the North 
Carolina A&T Invitational in 
Greensboro, N.C.
  The first game of the 2011 
season was against Indiana-
Purdue Fort Wayne on Friday. 
The Broncs had a hard time 
getting the bats going, only 
managing two hits in the 5-0 
shutout. 
 “Each of the teams that we 
played this weekend were very 
beatable and would be the type 
of teams we will see this sea-
son,” said junior Lucy Higgins.
 IPFW only had two earned 
runs, with the others result-
ing from errors made by the 
Broncs. The second game 
against Presbyterian was rained 
out on Friday and rescheduled 
for Saturday.
 The competition was tight-
er in the first game on Saturday 
with Presbyterian, as the Broncs 
lost a pitchers’ duel, 1-0, in 
extra innings.
 Freshman pitcher Krysti 
Maronski recorded five strike-
outs, five hits and only four 
walks.
 Rider put in a good effort 
in the nightcap, but was still 
winless after facing off against 
West Carolina, losing 7-1.
 Freshman Kehli 
Washington led off with a sin-
gle in the sixth inning, stole 
second, advanced to third on a 
ground out and scored the only 
run for Rider on a passed ball.
 On the final day of the 
tournament, the Broncs lost to 
the host team, North Carolina 

A&T, 3-0.
 The Broncs were unable to 
come away with a big hit and 
left seven base runners strand-
ed. For the weekend, the Broncs 
had only 15 hits and a .143 bat-
ting average.
 “This past weekend showed 
us we still have lots of things we 
still have to work on as a team 
and individually,” said Higgins. 
“This week at practice we are 
all working hard and expect 
improvements.” 
 The next competition for 
the Broncs is the George Mason 
Invitational in Fairfax, Va., 
against Cornell and the host 
Patriots of GMU this weekend.
 “Our plan for this upcom-
ing weekend is to compete every 
minute of the game against 
George Mason and Cornell,” 
said Higgins.

 

From March 13-19 the Broncs 
will head down to Florida for 
10 games in the sun. 
 “We are looking to play 
some great softball against 
some great competition includ-
ing, Yale, Army, Hartford, 
and University of Wisconsin-
Green Bay, to name a few,” said 
Higgins.
 The softball team has one 
goal in mind.
 “We are ready to compete 
in the MAAC,” said Higgins. 
“We have a very talented team 
this year with an amazing 
coaching staff that knows how 
to win.”

By Jillian Shutt

SOFTBALL
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Men’s Basketball 
(22-9 overall, 13-5 MAAC)
2/25
Rider 80, Marist 64*
2/27
Rider 75, Saint Peter’s 72*
3/5-3/7
at MAAC Championship in 
Bridgeport, Conn.
3/5
vs. Canisius, 10 p.m.*

Women’s Basketball
(5-25 overall, 5-13 MAAC)
2/27
Rider 62, Niagara 56 *
3/3-3/7
at MAAC Championship in 
Bridgeport, Conn.
3/3
Saint Peter’s 57, Rider 47*

Baseball (1-2 overall)
2/25 
East Tennessee State 5, 
Rider 4
2/26
East Tennessee State 5, 
Rider 4 (G1)
Rider 7, 
East Tennessee State 4 (G2)
3/4 
at Cornell, Noon
3/5
at Virginia, Noon
3/6
at Cornell, 11 a.m.
at Virginia, 3 p.m.
3/9
vs. Lafayette, 3 p.m.
3/11
at West Virginia, 3 p.m.
3/12
at West Virginia (DH), 
1 p.m.

Softball (0-4 overall)
2/25-2/27
at NC A&T Invitational
2/25
Indiana Purdue Fort 
Wayne 5, Rider 0
Presbyterian 1, Rider 0
2/26
Western Carolina 7, Rider 1
2/27
North Carolina A&T 3, 
Rider 0
3/4-3/6 at Patriot Classic in 
George Mason
3/4
at George Mason, 4 p.m.
3/5
at George Mason, 12:15 p.m.
at Cornell, 2:30 p.m.
3/6
at Cornell, 9 a.m.
at George Mason, 1:30 p.m.

Track & Field
3/5-3/6
at IC4A/ECAC 
Championships

Wrestling
(9-11 overall, 3-3 CAA)
3/4-3/5
at CAA Championships

Swimming & Diving
2/25-2/27
at ECAC Championships
M: 4th
W: 5th

And more sports...

Senior Mike Thomas of the 
baseball team was named 
MAAC Player of the Week for 
all games played in the final 
week of February

For the men’s basketball team, 
senior Justin Robinson was 
named to the First Team All-
MAAC, junior Novar Gadson 
was named to the Second 
Team All-MAAC, senior 
Mike  Ringgold was named 
to the Third Team All-MAAC 
and freshman Danny Stewart 
was named to the MAAC All-
Rookie Team. Gadson was 
also named MAAC Player of 
the Week for his play during 
the last week of the regular 
season.

Freshman MyNeshia 
McKenzie of the women’s 
basketball team was named to 
the MAAC All-Rookie team.

Steps to sign up

1.     Pay your $200 room deposit by March 1 
       (online through My Info at IPay or in 
       person at the Cashier’s Office in the BLC

2.     Submit Premium applications by March 4

3.     Pick up housing agreement by March 20

4.     Attend room selection:
	 Premium	Room	Selection	l	March	22
	 Standard	Room	Selection	l	March	27

5.     Submit your housing application by 
       March 27

West Village Commons

l        Apartments, suites & preium doubles

l        Heating & Air Conditioning controls in   
       every unit

l        Washer/Dryer in every unit

l        Convenient parking available next to 
       building

Don’t forget about these options

l        24 double singles

l     7 standard apartments

l        6 double rooms with private bathrooms

For additional information, please 
visit www.rider.edu/housing, 

or call 609-896-5057

Fall 2011 Housing Update

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Junior Lucy Higgins recorded two of the five Rider hits in its 7-1 
loss to Western Carolina. The Broncs went 0-4 last weekend.



Former captain returns for one final year
 
 
 One year ago, Tom D’Aurizio was 
a senior at Rider University, leading his 
team onto the ice for what would be 
the final game of his collegiate hockey 
career.  
 The stage was set for D’Aurizio and 
the Broncs to go out with a bang; they 
were playing in the MACHA champion-
ship game against the UMBC Retrievers, 
a tough interdivision team that the 
Broncs had faced earlier that season.  
 The Broncs would ultimately fall in 
the championship round, and D’Aurizio 
would be left on the ice with the rest of 
the team watching the Retrievers cel-
ebrate their victory, wishing to feel what 
it would be like to be the number one 
team.
 Fast forward to present day, and 
D’Aurizio once again has another shot at 
a title — and breaking several Rider  ice 
hockey records. He will join the Broncs 
on the ice next season as he returns to 
attend graduate school, making him 
eligible for one more season on the ice. 
 “I got my start in hockey almost 
immediately,” D’Aurizio said. “I started 
ice skating around 3 years old and from 
the minute  I could do that, the rest is 
history.   I was a very athletic kid when 
I was younger and played basically every 
sport at one time in my life.   My love 
for hockey wasn’t hard to find because it 
was such a fast-paced game; hockey is all 
about reading and reacting.  It is a game 
where if you hesitate, you’ll get smoked, 
and that’s what I enjoy most about it.”
 D’Aurizio grew up in Philadelphia 
and attended William Tennent High 
School in Warminster, where D’Aurizio 
played four years of varsity hockey. 

D’Aurizio also played for the Warwick 
Wildcats AAA Travel Organization. 
After high school, though, D’Aurizio 
would have to decide where to attend 
college, and decide if he wanted to con-
tinue trying to play competitive hockey.
 “My brother deserves all the credit,” 
said D’Aurizio.  “He was a senior at 
Rider when I was a senior in high 
school, so he had already gone through 
what I was going through and I con-
sulted him for almost everything when 
it came to selecting a college.   He told 
me playing hockey at Rider was not only 
one of the most fun things he had ever 
done, but also the most competitive. 
Ultimately, when my brother pitched 
this stuff to me, it was hands down no 
decision where I would be going to get 

my college education and play collegiate 
hockey.”
 D’Aurizio attended Rider as a com-
munication major with a minor in pub-
lic relations, but truly shined in the 
hockey rink. D’Aurizio finished his first 
year on the rink with 19 goals and 33 
assists. His sophomore campaign ended 
with 12 goals and 27 assists. Both his 
junior and senior years saw impressive 
full-season production. Combined for 
the final two years, D’Aurizio finished 
with 46 goals and 59 assists for regular 
season play.
 D’Aurizio’s intense and consistent 
play has led to many different accolades 
throughout his career as a Bronc. He is 
sixth all time in games played with 125, 
fourth in goals with 90, third in assists 

with 136, and third in total points with 
226. All of these records are within 
D’Aurizio’s reach. 
 With his return also comes the  
homecoming of a former captain, a 
voice of reason and calmness in stress-
ful situations, and a veteran who knows 
how to get the other players focused and 
ready to pull away with a victory. 
 “I’ve always tried to be a guy that 
leads by example because it is much 
easier to see leadership as opposed to 
hear leadership,” said D’Aurizio.  “From 
the minute training camp starts, I will 
try and be a leader on and off the ice 
by working hard, having the right atti-
tude, and being there for the younger 
guys on the team. The team returning is 
already full of great leaders so it won’t be 
necessary for me to step up more than 
anyone else.  Everyone on that team is 
a key component and everyone has to 
pull equal weight.  If everyone does their 
job, there is no reason why there won’t 
be another successful season of Rider ice 
hockey.”
 The Rider hockey team hopes that 
D’Aurizio’s sentiment is true, as the 
Broncs are coming off a disappoint-
ing first-round loss that lacked any 
type of emotion, hustle or excitement. 
D’Aurizio will be there to become that 
spark when the team is in need of a fire.

Courtesy of Tom D’Aurizio

Former Rider captain Tom D’Aurizio continues to keep his skills sharp as he 
participates in a men’s league. He is eligble to play for the Broncs next season.

Opening round loss ends year

 The Rider women’s basket-
ball team saw its season end in a 
first-round game that described 
its year as a whole: inconsistent. 
The Broncs lost to Saint Peter’s 
57-47 in the first round of the 
MAAC Tournament Thursday.
 Rider finished the season 
with a 5-25 overall record, with 
all five of its wins coming in 
conference, giving it a 5-13 
mark in the MAAC.
 “This season showed a lot 
of this team’s growth,” said 
sophomore Carleigh Brown. 
“We had a rough start but we 
were able to figure a lot of 
things out and began playing to 
our abilities.”
 The Broncs jumped out 
to an early 18-9 lead in the 
first half as they were shoot-
ing the ball well from beyond 
the three-point arc. Redshirt 
sophomore Alyssa Parsons and 
freshman Myneshia McKenzie 
had a three pointer while fresh-
man Shereen Lightbourne hit 
two threes to give Rider a nine-
point lead.

 Over the last two minutes 
of the first half, however, Saint 
Peter’s managed to score nine 
points while holding the Broncs 
scoreless to take a 22-18 advan-
tage into halftime. The Broncs 
managed to get up only two 
shots during the run, turning 
the ball over on their last three 
possessions of the half.
 At the start of the second 
half the Broncs were able to 
keep within striking distance 
for the most part, but a combi-
nation of turnovers and missed 
shots helped Saint Peter’s slowly 
build a double-digit lead with 
10 minutes left in the game.
 The closest Rider would 
get in the last 10 minutes of 
the game was six points, when 
Saint Peter’s held a 39-33 lead. 
The Peahens managed to build 
it back up to 10 points with a 
8-2 spurt and the Broncs would 
not be able to get closer then 
nine during the final five min-
utes leading to a final score of 
57-47.
 “We kept playing hard but 
we just struggled to finish,” 
Brown said.
 Statistically the game was 
even in almost every category 
but field goal percentage. Both 

teams attempted 55 shots, but 
Rider only made 15 compared 
to Saint Peter’s 22. Both teams 
had 20 plus turnovers, shot 
around 70 percent from the 
charity stripe and Rider was 
outrebounded by only one 
board.
 McKenzie continued her 
stellar play with 15 points and 8 
rebounds in the loss. McKenzie 
was recently named to the All-
MAAC Rookie team while 
teammate, Ali Heller, a junior 
was named Sixth Man of the 
Year for the MAAC. McKenzie 
struggled from the field, only 
making three of her 14 shots 
but converted on eight of her 
10 free throws.
 Lightbourne was the only 
other Bronc in double figures, 
dropping in 10 points while 
grabbing six rebounds.
 The future is bright for the 
Broncs. There are no seniors on 
the roster so this team will head 
into next season with the same 
team.
 “Since we have every girl 
coming back, we decided to 
look at this season not as an 
ending but a preface as to what 
we can do next,” Brown said.

By Josh Veltrie
veltrie@theridernews.com
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Ringgold, and fellow senior 
Patrick Mansell were honored 
for their success at Rider. The 
three seniors tallied the most 
wins for a senior class in Rider 
history with 81. Against Saint 
Peter’s, Robinson and Ringgold 
each scored eight points. 
Ringgold was a basket and an 
assist shy of a triple-double as 
he added 11 rebounds and nine 
assists. 
 “Senior night was very, very 
overwhelming,” said Robinson. 
“Having my mom, aunt and 
prep school coach walk out 
with me meant so much.”
 Two days prior, Rider was 
on the road to take on Marist. 
The Broncs controlled the 
game from the tip-off, trailing 
only once, 6-4, before going 
on a 28-4 run to take a 32-10 
lead. Four of Rider’s starters 
scored in double digits, includ-
ing Gadson, who had a game-
high 24 points to go along 
with 12 rebounds. Sophomore 
Jon Thompson added 16 points 
while Ringgold and Stewart had 
14 and 13, respectively. 

7-4,” said Davis. “The good 
sign is we still had opportuni-
ties to win.”
 Sophomore Tyler Smith 
collected his first save of the year 
while freshman Ken Kramer hit 
an RBI single to tie the score in 
the fourth inning. Senior John 
Ralston then helped Kramer 
score on a double.
 On the mound, senior Nate 
Eppley made his first collegiate 
start, allowing only four runs 
while striking out three through 
six innings. 
 “We have worked on a few 
things this week in practice and 
are doing our best to prepare,” 
said freshman Jerry Mulderig. 
“Our team works hard and our 
coaches push us to do every-
thing we can to get better every 
day. The MAAC championship 
is the team’s goal.” 



 In its season opener last Friday night, the base-
ball team fell short, losing to East Tennessee State 
University by a final score of 4-1. Shaking off the close 
loss, it returned for a bittersweet double-header on 
Saturday, dropping game one 5-4, and stealing the win 
in game two, 7-4. The game on Sunday was rained out.
 “It would have been nice to go down with a 3-0 
record,” said junior Patrick Devlin. “Now we have to 
battle back.”
 The Broncs will have their chance to battle back 
this weekend when they travel to Charlottesville, Va., 
to take on Cornell and host top-ranked Virginia. 
 “Two games versus Cornell and two games versus 
Virginia are big challenges early on in the season,” said 
head coach Barry Davis. “We are looking forward to 
the challenge.”
 To get there, the baseball team has to take what it 
learned this past weekend — the team learned that it 
isn’t about how many times it hits, but how many runs 
it scores.
 On Friday, senior Mike Thomas, the MAAC and 
NJ Pitcher of the Year in 2010, went six innings and 
allowed only two hits, finishing with a career high of 
10 strikeouts. 
 “Our starting pitchers, Thomas, Pat Devlin and 
Nate Eppley were very good,” said Davis. “Eighteen 
innings and six earned runs; we should win when this 

happens.”
 During the first inning, Rider was on the board as 
a result of a sacrifice fly by senior A.J. Albee, scoring 
senior Steve Galella, who reached on an error. By the 
fourth inning, the Broncs had a 4-0 lead from junior 
Brandon Cotton who got a two-run double.
 By the eighth inning, ETSU countered with a two-
out RBI single. Trailing only by one, ETSU was able to 
get a two-run homerun off sophomore Tyler Smith to 
close out the game.
 “We could have easily won,” said Smith. “We put 
the ball in play and only made one error in the field.”
On Saturday, Rider started off the double-header again 
leading 4-1. In the fifth inning, seniors Karl Johnson 
and Mason Heyne each produced an RBI single fol-
lowed by a safety squeeze bunt by Albee.
 ETSU tied the score in the seventh on three hits 
and a Rider error. During the eighth inning, ETSU 
closed out the game with a single, a sacrifice bunt and 
a double
 “The first two games we were winning 4-1 into the 
seventh and lost both of them 5-4,” said Devlin. “We 
need to work a little bit harder to have that extra edge.”
In the final game later that day, Rider got their extra 
edge.
 The play of the game came from Galella, who hit a 
grand slam in a five-run fifth inning to give the Broncs 
a 7-1 lead. ETSU then scored three runs to cut the lead 
7-4.
 “Galella gave us the cushion we needed to win 
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 The journey for a MAAC 
championship begins this week-
end with third-seeded Rider 
riding high after big wins over 
conference foes Marist and 
Saint Peter’s last weekend.
 The Broncs will play 
sixth-seeded Canisius in the 
first round of the tournament 
to break the season-series tie. 
Buzzer-beaters gave the road 
team a win in each regular 
season game. This time they’ll 
battle it out at a neutral site 
at the Webster Bank Arena in 
Bridgeport, Conn, at 10 p.m. 
on Saturday.
 Rider heads into Bridgeport 
riding a five-game winning 
streak in which the Broncs have 
outscored opponents by an 
average of more than 10 points 
per game. 
 The Broncs return to the 
MAAC tournament with eight 
players who played in the tour-
nament last year and five play-
ers who have MAAC tourna-
ment finals experience.
 “I think experience will 
be a huge factor in the tour-
nament,” said senior Justin 
Robinson. “We have multiple 
guys who have played in the 

finals and other big games and 
know exactly what it takes to 
win big games.”
 The first matchup between 
Rider (22-9, 13-5 MAAC) and 
Canisius (15-14, 9-9 MAAC) 
was at the Koessler Athletic 
Center, the home of the Griffins 
in Buffalo, N.Y. 
 Junior Novar Gadson 
grabbed an offensive rebound 
and made a put-back layup as 
time expired to give the Broncs 
a nail-biting 77-76 victory. In 
the win, Rider shot 11 for 22 
(50 percent) from three-point 
range and 26 for 59 (44.1 per-
cent) from the field. Robinson 
and Gadson scored 19 and 16, 
respectively, while senior Mike 
Ringgold added 17 points.  
 Canisius also shot well, 31 
for 63 (49.2 percent) and eight 
for 20 (40 percent) from three-
point range, but the Griffins 
made six fewer free throws than 
the Broncs. Rider also had the 
advantage in rebounds, 37-32.
 In the second meeting, 
Canisius took down Rider 
and gained its first-ever win at 
Alumni Gym. The Broncs also 
shot well from the field in this 
game, 25 for 56 (44.6 percent), 
but were ice cold from three-
point range, shooting just 2 for 
14 (14.3 percent). That would 

prove to be the difference in the 
outcome. 
 “I think we need to 
improve on our consistency,” 
said Robinson. “When we are 
consistent, we are as good as 
any team. For the most part, we 
have been this season, so I think 
we will be fine.”
 Canisius was able to keep 
the rebounding advantage in its 
win over Rider, while its per-
centages were down, 24 for 60 
(40 percent) from the field and 
9 for 26 (34.6 percent) from 
three. Ringgold and Gadson 
scored 16 and 12 points, respec-
tively, while freshman Danny 
Stewart had a team-high 17 
points as well as nine rebounds.  
 Along with rebounding 
and shot consistency, bench 
play will be a huge factor when 
these teams face off again. Over 
the past five games, Rider’s 
bench has averaged more than 
20 points per game and has 
given the team a huge boost.
 “We just have to stay 
focused,” added Stewart.
 The winner of this game 
will face the victor of the match-
up between Iona and the Siena/
Manhattan winner on Sunday 
at 4 p.m. Rider won both games 
against Manhattan this season, 
but split the season series with 

Siena and Iona. The winner of 
that game would then go on 
to play in the MAAC finals on 
Monday at 7 p.m.
 Rider sealed the number 
three seed with a 75-72 home 
victory on Senior Day against 
Saint Peter’s on Sunday. Gadson 
led the way for Rider with a 
game-high 24 points. He add-

ed 10 rebounds to record his 
sixth double-double of the sea-
son and his second in as many 
games. 
 Gadson also had a key steal 
followed by a fast-break layup 
with 10 seconds left to ice the 
game.  
 Before the game Robinson, 

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Senior Steve Galella connected with a grand slam in 
the fifth inning of Rider’s 7-4 win over ETSU.

TournamenT Time
Rider sweeps weekend and clinches 
third seed in conference tournament

Rachel Gouk/Rider University

Sophomore Novar Gadson completes his layup after stealing 
the ball in the final minutes of Rider’s win over Saint Peter’s.

Broncs drop two of three to start season

See Baseball, p. 11

By Corey Donetz

By Kim Leder

BASEBALL

MEN’S BASKETBALL

See M. BBall, p. 11
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