
Rider University won an appeal to build 
a new parking lot consisting of 91 spaces at 
Westminster Choir College (WCC) in a 
ruling that went against residents’ efforts 
to reverse the Princeton Regional Planning 
Board’s decision last week.
 The appeal took place at the Mercer 
County Courthouse on Friday, Feb. 18. 
After about two hours of argument from 
both sides, Judge Linda R. Feinberg ruled 
in favor of Rider, stating that the university 
seemed to have done “more than enough” 
to appease the neighbors and was “within 
its rights” to build the lot. 
 The plaintiffs have until 45 days after 
the decision to appeal it. 
 WCC currently has 285 parking spaces 
on campus to accommodate approximately 
300 students as well as additional faculty, 

staff and visitors to the campus. According 
to students, this simply isn’t enough. 
 “We so desperately need more parking 
here,” said sophomore Liz Folger. “The 
entire school is on campus at 11:30 four 
days a week and it is literally impossible for 
everyone to find a parking spot.”

Junior Anthony Baron, WCC’s SGA 
president, also stressed the need for parking 
on campus. 

 “Parking is such a need on this cam-
pus,” he said. “Between the college students 
and the conservatory there are so many 
people here, especially on weekday after-
noons. It’s a real problem at a school where 
half the population is commuter students.”

 The residents of Linden Lane, 
which borders the WCC campus, acknowl-
edge the need for more parking at WCC.   

The divided state of politics 
today can largely be attributed 
to the fact that politicians no 
longer know each other person-
ally, according to former New 
Jersey Gov. Thomas Kean.
 Kean spoke on Wednesday 
night at an event hosted by 
the Rebovich Institute for New 
Jersey Politics. Kean was gover-
nor from 1982 to 1990, the last 
New Jersey governor to serve 
two full terms. In 2002, he was 
chosen to serve as the chairman 
of the 9/11 Commission. He 
was also the president of Drew 
University from 1990 to 2005.
 “You cannot deal with [the 
problems facing this country], 
unless your politics is right, 
unless you have a political sys-
tem and political people who 
are geared to deal with these 
things,” Kean said. “People who 
would look at the problem, and 

not just how to get through to 
the next election.”
 One of the biggest obsta-
cles to solving today’s problems 
is that the members of the two 
political parties do not even 
know each other, according to 
Kean. He said that when he 
was growing up and when he 
was governor, Democrats and 
Republicans were friends, and 
would often have dinner at each 
other’s houses.
 “My father was in the 
United States Congress, so I was 
brought up in Washington,” 
Kean said. “His committee 
chairman was a Democrat and 
[my father] was the ranking 
Republican on the committee. 
The committee chairman used 
to come over on Sunday after-
noons and they’d talk about 
what they could and couldn’t 
agree on and what was neces-
sary to do for the country that 
week. They’d both agree to get 
that done. They were very close 

friends.”
 Kean also placed blame for 
the hostility in modern politics 
on the loss of the political cen-
ter.
 “The center is [made up 

of ] moderates who are not nec-
essarily far to the left or right, 
and maybe you can talk them 
into a moderate program spon-
sored by a member of the other 

 The latest federal spending 
proposal from Republicans in 
the House of Representatives 
would, if approved, strip much 
of the funding from the Rider 
Bonner Community Scholars 
program, according to Annie 
Pasqua, assistant director 
of Campus Life for Service 
Learning.
 When the House 
Republicans unveiled their lat-
est budget proposal on Feb. 
19, they planned to cut federal 
spending by $61 billion. The 
vast majority of these savings 
comes from either partially cut-
ting or completely eliminating 
funding from domestic pro-
grams. One of the programs 
eliminated in the proposal is 
AmeriCorps, which funds 
scholarships for Bonner stu-
dents.
 “If the AmeriCorps fund-
ing is cut, we will no longer 
have funding for those posi-
tions,” said Pasqua. “Funding 
for the people in the program 
now would remain intact, but 
it would have an impact on our 
future.”
 The Bonner program is 
a national community service 
scholarship program with about 
45 student members at Rider. 
During an academic year, stu-
dents are expected to complete 
300 hours of community ser-
vice. For their service, mem-
bers receive a scholarship of 
$1,132. According to Pasqua, 
Rider only funds about eight of 
these scholarships, with the rest 
coming from an organization 
known as AmeriCorps.
 The Bonner scholars at 
Rider participate in a number 
of partnerships across Mercer 
County, each one focused on 
a different issue. These part-
nerships have students work-
ing with after-school programs, 
the Boys and Girls Club, 
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Holly Richardson, daughter of Dr. Charles Richardson, a 
longtime member of Rider’s history department, memo-
rializes her father at a service in Gill Chapel on Tuesday 
morning. Richardson passed away on Nov. 30. Family, ad-
ministrators, professors and students attended the service.

Professor emeritus 
remembered fondly

Kean
Continued from p. 1

party,” he said. “There used to 
be lots of these people. The 
center is disappearing now. It 
is very hard to find that center. 
There are a few left, but not a 
great many in either party. This 
last election knocked out a lot 
of them.”
 Kean said that much of the 
reason for this is the practice of 
gerrymandering, drawing polit-
ical districts so that they are not 
competitive, favoring one party 
over another. This makes it dif-
ficult for politically moderate 
candidates from the other party 
to get elected.
 “Democrats are happy 
to let Republicans have their 
Republican districts as long as 
they get their Democratic dis-
tricts,” he said. “What hap-
pened was that you ended up 
with maps where you have very 
few districts in the entire coun-
try that are competitive. This 
means that Congressmen didn’t 
have to worry about reelec-
tion. This means that the only 
real pressure on Congressmen 
comes from their own party in 
the form of a primary threat, 
with attacks from Democrats 
coming from the left and 
attacks on Republicans coming 
from the right. This drives the 
left further left and the right 

further right.”
 Kean said that refinding 
the political center is key to 
bringing civility back in the 
game.
 “We’ve got to change the 
way we do politics,” he said. 
“We’ve got to again start find-
ing the center. We’ve got to 
start rewarding courage in poli-
tics, even if we don’t agree with 
them on every issue.”
 To this end, Kean said that 
it was vital to somehow get the 
best people possible to be inter-
ested in politics.
 “We’ve got to then con-
vince the brightest and the best 
that it’s worthwile going into 
politics,” he said.
 Kean said that when his 
father ran unsuccessfully for 
the Senate, three Democratic 
members of the Ways and 
Means Committee endorsed 
him; something that Kean said 
would likely lose someone their 
committee seat and possibly 
their placement in the party 
today.
 He said that, when he 
was serving in politics, things 
hadn’t changed, that Democrats 
and Republicans could still be 
friends.
 “I had just as many friends 
who were Democrats as were 
Republicans,” Kean said. “Some 
of them, we didn’t agree much 
on politics, but we went to each 

other’s weddings and baptisms 
and funerals. We were close 
friends and we’re close friends 
to this day.”
 According to Kean, a big 
reason for this change is the 
difference in the Washington 
social scene.
 “When I was growing up in 
Washington, my father worked 
five and a half days out of the 
week,” he said. “He worked 
half a day Saturday because 
constituents would come and 
he would stay to greet them.”
 According to Kean, since 
most members of Congress 
worked five and a half days 
a week, they and their fami-
lies would stay in town over 
the weekend. Their children 
would go to school together 
and become friends, and the 
parents would get to know each 
other.
 “Some of them were 
Republicans, some of them 
were Democrats, we didn’t pay 
much attention to that; we’d 
play ball with them and would 
study together and all that,” he 
said. “My parents would go to 
parties, and Republicans and 
Democrats would have din-
ner together. When they had 
to work across the aisle, they 
could.”



Rider is revving up for 
another successful Relay for 
Life on Saturday, March 26 and 
is looking to be the top per-
former for the third year run-
ning, according to Event Chair 
junior Lindsay Galbraith. 
 Relay for Life is an over-
night walkathon created by 
the American Cancer Society. 
Rider has earned the distinction 
of “Top Performing College 
Relay in New Jersey” from the 
American Cancer Society two 
years in a row. Rider has raised 
more than $100,000 for Relay 
for Life since 2009.
 Galbraith said she hopes 
Rider gains the same distinc-
tion this year.  
 “We set the bar high for 
ourselves, but we plan on keep-
ing that banner hanging in the 
SRC again this year,” she said. 
 Organizations around cam-
pus develop relay teams. At the 
event, teams have a designated 
space in the SRC. At least one 
member from each team must 
always be walking on the track.  
 According to Relay for 
Life’s website, “The events are 
held overnight to represent the 
fact that cancer never sleeps.” 
 There is entertainment 
throughout the night, includ-
ing Bronc Bingo, dance perfor-
mances and a few surprises. 
 “We actually have some 
surprises that I’m very excited 
about,” Galbraith said. “All I’m 

going to say on that note is you 
are not going to want to miss 
out.” 
 The Miss Rider Relay 
Pageant is a fan favorite at the 
event. Each team nominates a 
male member to participate in a 
drag queen contest. It runs like 
a typical pageant — contestants 
perform a talent and answer 
questions. The winner is deter-
mined through a final contest: 
participants must gather the 
most money with their dona-
tion bag. The contestant who 
raises the most money wins. 
 “Relay for Life’s motto is 
‘Celebrate, Remember, Fight 
Back,’” Galbraith explained. 
“We celebrate those who have 
won their fight against cancer, 
remember those we lost and 
fight back against this terrible 
disease. Cancer affects every-
one.”

 Relay for Life strives to 
spread cancer awareness. 
Survivors will speak about their 
own experiences with the dis-
ease. Survivors present at the 
event will be wearing purple 
shirts to identify themselves as 
“heroes of hope.” They are the 
inspiration for those currently 
battling cancer, said Galbraith.
  A luminaria service honors 
loved ones who have been diag-
nosed with cancer. The track is 
lined with bags filled with glow 
sticks as the lights are dimmed. 
The bags serve as a reminder 
of how many people have been 
affected by this deadly disease. 
 “[The] relay will work up 
a lot of your emotions,” said 
Galbraith. “We laugh together, 
we cry together and we fight 
together.”

Graduate student Kelly 
Dissinger will be participating 

in Relay for Life for the first 
time as a leader. 

“When I was 3, I lost my 
grandma to breast cancer,” she 
said. “Since then, I’ve been 
determined to do whatever I 
can to give others the oppor-
tunity to beat cancer and get 
to have more time with their 
families.”

Galbraith hopes that 
through the monetary efforts of 
the relay a cure for cancer will 
finally be discovered.

“Hopefully, down the line, 
we won’t have a relay like this 
anymore,” explained Galbraith. 
“We still have a relay, but we 
will just celebrate and remem-
ber because we already fought 
back and won.”
 Students who wish to par-
ticipate in Rider’s 2011 Relay for 
Life can sign up at www.relayfor-
life.org/rideruniversity. 

Security BriefS

Lovers’ quarrel 

 A male resident and a 
female resident student got 
a visit from Public Safety 
after their arguing caught the 
attention of another student 
last weekend. 
 On Saturday, Feb. 19, 
at 2:44 a.m., Public Safety 
received a call informing 
them about a verbal dispute 
between a male student and 
a female student in Conover 
Hall.
 Officers responded, 
spoke with the student who 
made the call and then pro-
ceeded to locate the arguing 
couple.  
 The male resident is 
being charged with failure 
to comply and contempt of 
the system, both of which are 
university charges.

Too cheap for pizza

 A commuter student was 
the victim of credit card theft 
last weekend.
 On Sunday, Feb. 20, 
the student reported that 
between 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
Feb. 19, and midnight on 
Sunday someone broke into 
his car and stole his credit 
card number. 
 The unknown individual 
or individuals who obtained 
the number then used it to 
order a pizza. 
 The investigation is 
ongoing. 

Overflow

 Several students in Hill 
Hall found their feet wet and 
some belongings damaged 
after a toilet overflowed last 
weekend. 
 On Sunday, Feb. 20, at 
1:34 a.m. a toilet flooded, 
causing some damage to the 
rooms around it.
 The water traveled into 
one resident’s room, flooding 
most of the floor and seeping 
through into another room. 
 The cost of the damages 
is unknown.

Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.
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 However, Bruce Afran, 
attorney for the plaintiffs, 
argued that Rider had not pro-
vided all the vital facts and 
important details of the pro-
posed plan, because of that, the 
planning board’s decision had 
been too hasty. 
 “It is apparent from the 
record that not all of the mate-
rial facts were disclosed to my 
clients,” he said. 
 Afran said that an appeal is 
likely.
 The phrase “material facts” 
refers to Rider’s master plan, 
which, according to the admin-
istration, has been abandoned. 
 The residents take issue 
with the fact that the master 
plan was not disclosed because 
within it was a tentative plan 
for a new performing arts cen-
ter, which the plaintiffs claim 
would eat up existing parking 
spots.
 However, the planning 
board’s lawyer argued that the 
issue of the master plan is a “red 
herring.” 
 “The master plan was never 
even shown to the trustees,” 
said Gerald Muller, the plan-
ning board’s lawyer. “The mas-

ter plan is irrelevant. It was a 
draft and it was the promotion-
al work that KSS [Architects] 
put up on their website.”
 According to Muller, there 
was no reason for Rider to pres-
ent its master plan, even if it 
were solid. 
 “It is not required that the 
applicant present the plans for 
the entire campus,” he said. 
“Decisions on a project-by-
project basis are allowed.”
 Rider’s lawyer, Mark 
Solomon, argued that there 
is no secret conspiracy with 
regard to a master plan. 
 “You can only build what 
you apply for, and what [Rider] 
applied for was a parking lot,” 
he said. “It is disturbing to be 
accused of misrepresenting. I 
would like to say on the record 
that they resent that, and it’s 
not true.”
 Solomon also said that 
Rider had given the residents in 
the area adequate notice of dis-
cussions and hearings about the 
lot and had reopened the plan-
ning board hearings to the pub-
lic after they had been closed. 
 Afran was then given 
a chance to rebut the state-
ments made by Rider’s lawyers. 
Feinberg said that many of his 
statements were irrelevant or 
redundant. 

 “This is a bread-and-but-
ter issue for my clients,” Afran 
argued, addressing the property 
value of the residents closest to 
the lot. “They have an interest 
as adjoining landowners.”
 Despite the arguments pre-
sented against Rider, Feinberg 
found “the allegations against 
Rider alarming” and said she 
could find no evidence of a 
conspiracy. 
 Princeton resident and 
plaintiff Gregory Blank said he 
was not happy with the judge’s 
decision. 
 “To me, if it was a mat-
ter of just a parking lot, we 
wouldn’t be here,” he said. “If 
they had wanted just a parking 
lot, they could have had it years 
ago over by Franklin Avenue 
with no complaint.” 
 Dr. Kenneth Fields, 
an associate professor in the 
Mathematics Department on 
the Lawrenceville campus and 
a Princeton resident, has taken 
a lead role in protesting the lot. 
He has put together a series of 
five YouTube videos that total 
about half an hour. He does not 
appear onscreen but discusses 
the problems he feels have been 
caused by parking structures 
on the campus, such as the loss 
of trees over several years’ time 
and flooding in the basements 

of some Linden Lane homes.
 The parking lot, which was 
originally slated to be 50 feet 
away from neighboring yards, 
was moved back to 75 feet and 
is now set to be 109 feet away 
from those yards. 
 Trees ranging from six to 
eight feet tall, bushes and an 
“aesthetically pleasing” fence 
will act as buffers. There will 
also be 12 light poles standing 
16 feet tall. The bulbs will be 
recessed so that neighbors won’t 
be bothered by the light. The 
lights will include photo sen-
sors as well to detect daylight 
and automatically shut off. 
 Dean of Students Anthony 
Campbell said he was pleased 
with the outcome of the appeal. 
 “I think winning the case 
demonstrates that we have act-
ed in good faith, and this moves 
us closer to building the park-
ing lot that the students and the 
Westminster community need,” 
he said.
 Folger said she is surprised 
that the process had taken so 
long despite how badly parking 
was needed at WCC.
 “Having this parking lot 
will improve the lives of the 
students, faculty, and the over-
all Princeton community,” she 
said.

Parking
Continued from p. 1

Relay for Life aims for third top finish
By Rachel Stengel

Joe Rey/The Rider News

Students participating in Relay for Life last year rest in their designated spaces in the SRC as 
their teammates continue walking. This year, Relay for Life will be held in the SRC on March 26.

Corrections

The woman identified as 
Kristy Eléna on page 5 of last 
week’s paper is a model Eléna 
styled for a photoshoot.

Sigma Phi Epsilon received 
the Residential Learning 
Community Award, not 
the Residential Community 
Leadership Award, as was 
reported in last week’s paper.



 
 Gov. Chris Christie pro-
posed his multi-billion dollar 
budget plan for the 2011 fiscal 
year to New Jersey state legisla-
tors on Tuesday, though how it 
will affect Rider is unclear.
 “The actual implications 
for each item of the budget 
are still being understood,” said 
Ben Dworkin, Director of Rider 
University’s Rebovich Institute 
for New Jersey Politics. “This is 
the beginning of a long process, 
and they have until June 30 to 
get it done.”
 The revealed financial 
strategy will follow through 
on Christie’s plans to increase 
school aid, cut business tax-
es, modify pensions for public 
workers and give property tax 
relief to New Jersey residents.
 The governor has proposed 
a budget of $29.4 billion. Of 
that number, millions will be 

designated to optional services 
such as prescription medicine 
and dental care, services that 
Christie could easily remove 
from the budget. Additionally, 
the state will not be expecting 
any federal stimulus money this 
year.
 “We cannot afford the sys-
tem we have and the promises 
we’ve made,” said Christie in 
the 2011 budget address.
 Despite such difficulties, 
aid given to schools, specifically 
higher education institutions, 
will not be compromised. 
 Dworkin commented on 
the budget in regards to its 
impact on Rider and other col-
leges and universities.
 “Tuition aid grants will be 
increased, and aid for higher 
education will remain flat,” he 
said. “This is better than none, 
though it clearly does not make 
up for all of the significant cuts 
higher education has had.”

 The governor does intend 
to increase aid to schools by 
$250 million. However, this is 
just a small improvement from 
the $820 million that was cut 
from schools this past year. He 
is proposing various reforms 
that will lower tuition rates and 
enrich New Jersey’s higher edu-
cation community. Christie has 
also recommended that state 
schools be able to conduct col-
lective bargaining, direct their 
own workers’ compensation 

programs and opt out of Civil 
Service.
 The budget provides finan-
cial assistance to the state’s edu-
cation system because debt pay-
ments are being cut by $149 
million as a result of the refi-
nancing of the school construc-
tion bonds.
 Though the budget has 
been released, nothing can be 
put into action until the gov-
ernor and lawmakers are able 
to agree on the plan’s details 

and the legislature gives its 
full approval. According to 
Dworkin, the budget depends 
on the full cooperation of the 
current Democratic-controlled 
legislature.
 Dworkin added that 
although Christie will receive 
most of what he requests in his 
projected budget, there are still 
many factors that must come 
into play before the budget can 
be passed by the June 30 dead-
line. 
 “The Democrats control 
the legislature and this is an 
election year for the entire leg-
islature,” he said. “Everyone’s in 
a fighting mood; the rhetoric is 
hot.”

Too soon to assess state budget’s impact on Rider 
By Katie Zeck
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HomeFront and Trenton Area 
Soup Kitchen. According to 
Pasqua, the program has also 
helped to start several service 
programs.
 AmeriCorps is a national 
community service organiza-
tion. According to its website, 
the organization focuses on 
several areas, including tutor-
ing and mentoring disadvan-
taged youth, fighting illitera-
cy, improving health services, 
building affordable housing 
and managing after-school pro-
grams.
 “Each year, AmeriCorps 
offers 75,000 opportunities for 
adults of all ages and back-
grounds to serve through a net-
work of partnerships with local 
and national nonprofit groups,” 
the website says.
 The House Republicans’ 
proposal, which is not a bud-
get proposal but a continu-
ing resolution, would last until 
the end of the fiscal year or 
until a formal budget decision 
can be reached. It passed the 
Republican-controlled House 
last Saturday along a party-line 
vote, but even if the resolu-
tion passes the still-Democratic 
Senate, President Obama has 
threatened to veto it. While this 
will most likely not become law, 
the possibility still exists that 
whatever agreement Congress 
does reach will still eliminate or 
cut AmeriCorps funding.
 Freshman Sylwia Denko, 
a member of the Bonner pro-
gram, said that working with 
the program benefits the stu-
dents involved in addition to 
the community.
 “In the Bonner Program 
we work, not just as individual 
volunteers, but as a group,” she 

said. “We call it a ‘site team’ and 
together we work on making 
our site the best it can be. Also, 
we learn communication and 
cooperation, which are two very 
important aspects of life.”
 “We’ve worked with The 
English School, which offers 
low-cost ESL classes for adults 
and we’ve piloted a youth pro-
gram for that,” she said. “We’ve 
also started a food stamp out-
reach program, helping individ-
uals in Mercer County enroll in 
food stamps.”
 The Bonner program has 
been at Rider for the past 11 
years, though nationally it has 
existed for the past 20. Rider 

is one of 81 schools across the 
country with Bonner scholars.
 According to Denko, the 
program is too important to the 
community to dismantle.
 “The program should 
remain intact because it is a 
group of about 50 students who 
help the community,” she said. 
“Having 50 students support 
areas that need support is 50 
times better than having no 
one.”

Bonner
Continued from p. 1

‘Everyone’s in a fight-
ing mood; the rhetoric is 
hot.’

-Ben  Dworkin, 
Director of the Rebovich Institute for 

New Jersey Politics

Courtesy of Annie Pasqua

Students involved with Rider’s Bonner Community Scholar Pro-
gram stand at the site of one of their service projects.  A recent 
federal spending proposal would defund the program.

Be sure to check theridernews.
com for our weekly blogs on 
everything from sports to pho-
tography to life as a freshman.
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Strutting into Fashion Week
 Fashion Week is an event that is typ-
ically read about and seen in magazines. 
Most people don’t get the opportunity 
to sit inside one of those white tents, 
hobnobbing with celebrities and other 
famous designers, but Rider University 
student Meghan Mende received that 
once-in-a-lifetime chance to do just that.
 Mende, a junior psychology major, 
attended New York Fashion Week from 
Feb. 10 until Feb. 17 as the winner of 
FIJI Water’s New York Fashion Week 
Intern Contest.
 “The experience was amazing and 
beyond my expectations,” she said. “It 
was so cool to see how much work actu-
ally goes into the fashion shows.”
 During her time at Fashion Week, 
Mende worked in the tents for designers 
Christian Siriano, DKNY, Donna Karan 
and Betsey Johnson.
 “I saw so many shows throughout 
the week but my favorite was definitely 
Betsey Johnson,” she said.
 Along with attending Fashion Week, 
Mende received a year of free FIJI water 
and another lavish reward.
 “They hired a stylist for us [interns] 
and we received more than $2,000 
worth of clothes, shoes and accessories,” 
she said. “And the best part was that we 
got to keep all of it.”
 Mende originally found the contest 
advertised on craigslist.org last year, 
but missed the deadline for submission. 
This year, she made sure to submit her 
application by the contest’s deadline, 
ensuring a chance to win.
 First, contestants had to post a 150 
to 300 word submission in the “com-
ments” section of FIJI Water’s blog 
on their website, www.fijiwater.com, 

explaining why his or her love of fashion 
and commitment to hard work made 
him or her the right person for the New 
York Fashion Week internship.
 Mende was then chosen as one of 
eight finalists. The next step entailed 
making a video explaining her vision as 
a fashion designer.
 The FIJI Water Events Team 
required the finalists to respond to this 
scenario in their videos: “Imagine you are 
an emerging fashion designer preparing 
your first collection for New York Fashion 
Week. What is the name you have chosen 
for your collection, and why? Where did 

you get the inspiration for your collection? 
Pick a key item from your closet or else-
where that would best represent what we 
will see in your collection.”
 Although Mende is a psychology 
major, she holds an event planning 
minor, displaying her diverse interests.
 “Psychology is a great major in my 
eyes because you learn so much about 
how people work and why people do 
the things they do. It ties in a lot with 
public relations, marketing and even 
event planning,” she said. “Within all 
of my internships, I’ve gained so much 
experience in all of these fields, so I am 

very varied in my expertise.”
 Mende’s video stood out from the 
rest because of the different skills she 
displayed. She used a combination of 
graphics and music along with video of 
herself.
 “I named my collection Firework 
because my favorite song lately is 
‘Firework’ by Katy Perry. I love the 
meaning behind it because it’s explosive 
and who you are,” she said. “I said that 
the song inspired me. Then, I had a 
piece in my closet that was really sparkly 
and silver, so I used that.”
 Mende’s video was posted on FIJI 
Water’s website alongside the other eight 
finalists’ and whichever video obtained 
the most votes won. She used social net-
works to aid her, gathering the majority 
of her votes from Facebook and Twitter.
 Dr. Aaron Moore, Mende’s public 
relations professor, observed her drive to 
succeed in this particular field.
 “From her work in public relations, 
Meghan has a solid understanding of the 
ins and the outs of the public relations 
industry,” Moore said. “She is a good 
writer that comprehends that the lavish 
depictions of people working in public 
relations from television and the movies 
is not what the business is really like.”
 Mende won the contest by gaining 
about 25 percent of the votes (3,248 
votes to be exact) and she surpassed each 
of the finalists. Her closest competitor 
only received about 19 percent of the 
votes, trailing behind Mende by almost 
1,000 votes.
 “It definitely added a great boost 
to my résumé and was an unforgettable 
experience,” Mende said. “It’s a memo-
ry I’ll cherish for the rest of my life.”

Courtesy of Meghan Mende

Meghan Mende, left, poses with three other interns and their stylist, center. 

Students ‘Walk ’N Roll’ for a cause
 
 
 A commitment to 
service, a cornerstone of 
the community values 
statement, is alive and 
well at Rider with stu-
dents and residents pre-
paring for the Walk ’N 
Roll on Sunday.
 The director 
of Enable, Sharon 
Copleman, is pleased 
with the success it has 
found at Rider.
 “It has been wonder-
ful working with Rider 
University,” Copleman 
said. “Jackie Wonsey, 
coordinator of commu-
nity service, office of cam-
pus life, is a part of our 
Walk Committee. She 
has been instrumental in 
promoting the event to 
students on campus.”
 Copleman added 
that student involvement 
includes Rider’s dance 

and step teams and on-
campus promotion done 
by the Public Relations 
Society (PRS).
 The event is a walk-
a-thon style fundraiser 
for Enable Inc., a Mercer 
County non-profit orga-
nization that assists peo-
ple with physical and/or 
developmental disabili-
ties. Many members of 
the Rider community, 
including students and 
staff, have been involved.
 Copleman said that 
Enable’s goals for the event 
are to raise $20,000 and 
to have 150 to 200 people 
attend. She described the 
event as a day that will be 
full of surprises.
 “You never know 
until close to the day how 
many walkers will show 
up,” she said. “That is 
what makes the event 
worth it all — to have 
a lot of people there, 

together for a great cause.”
 Kirsten Yard, the 
community engage-
ment coordinator and a 
Rider alumna, praised the 
involvement of the com-
munity.
 “We have encouraged 
participation by schools 
and colleges through our 
‘Students in Motion’ 
Committee,” Yard said. 
“Many of these wonder-
ful, young volunteers have 
been fantastic at getting 
their friends and families 
involved in the walk.”
 Other schools’ 
involvement can be seen 
in the booking of the 
Princeton University mas-
cot and the cheerleading 
team from nearby West 
Windsor-Plainsboro High 
School South. Boomer, 
the Mascot of the Trenton 
Thunder, the AA Minor 
League Baseball affiliate 
of the New York Yankees, 

will also make an appear-
ance.  
 In addition to pro-
moting through various 
forms of media includ-
ing fliers and WRRC The 
Bronc, PRS is participat-
ing in the walk.
 PRS welcomed the 
opportunity to work with 
an outside organization. 
The club is mostly stu-
dents in the public rela-
tions track, but all majors 
are welcome.
 The event is being 
held Sunday at PEAC 
fitness center in Ewing 
on the facilities’ indoor 
track. Its sponsors 
include Monmouth Vans, 
Bollinger Insurance, Novo 
Nordisk, NRG Energy, 
PNC Bank, VMI and 
the St. Charles Borromeo 
RCC Youth Group.

Courtesy of Jess Scanlon

Enable’s Walk ’N Roll fundraiser will be held Sunday. 

By Heather Fiore
fioreh@theridernews.com

By Jess Scanlon



Best of Campusfood
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 To college students, takeout is hardly a foreign term. And to many here at 
Rider, it’s probably more appealing than Daly’s and worth the extra money.
 One luxury that students have involving takeout is the website known as 
campusfood.com. Campusfood is partnered with an array of local restaurants, 
according to each college/university listed on the site. The restaurants offer all 
kinds of food from Italian to Thai.
 Campusfood is available in 44 out of the 50 states and offers a list of what 
colleges and universities it serves.
 So, according to 70 Rider students polled around campus, who has the best 
Chinese food on Campusfood?

Students vote on favorite Chinese takeout

Heather Fiore/ The Rider News

No. 1 China took the trophy as student’s overall favorite Chinese restaurant.

All-Around
Winner

 Number 1 Chinese Restaurant 
stole first place with 80 percent of 
the votes. Fifty-six of the 70 people 
surveyed said they would recom-
mend this restaurant to a friend.
 Number 1 also came in first 
place for having the best specials, 
best prices and shortest delivery 
time.
 It would be safe to say that 
Number 1 Chinese Restaurant 
dominates Rider’s campus with 
its pocket-friendly menu, speedy 
workers and delicious dishes.

Heather Fiore/ The Rider News

Wasabi Wok is located on Quakerbridge Road, not too far from AMC in Hamilton.

Least Favorite
 Out of all of the Chinese res-
taurants provided on Campusfood, 
Fusion Wasabi Wok received zero 
votes for students’ favorite restau-
rant.
 Wasabi Wok also fell into bot-
tom place for every other category 
offered on the survey, except for 
the longest delivery time, which 
Golden Empire claimed.
 Tan May Chinese and Fu Wah 
Chinese Restaurant also followed 
close behind Wasabi Wok as the 
students’ least favorable restaurants 
to order from.

Heather Fiore/ The Rider News

General Tso’s chicken was chosen as the campus’ overall favorite Chinese dish.

Favorite Dish 
       Usually when people order 
Chinese, they have a particular 
dish that has become their favorite 
over time and which they generally 
order.
       From surveying students on 
campus, General Tso’s chicken 
seemed to trample other dishes as 
the favorite dish/combination plat-
ter to order.
       General Tso’s beat other popu-
lar Chinese staples such as chicken/
beef with broccoli, sweet & sour 
chicken and even sesame chicken.

  
  
  
  
 “This is what this generation is 
doing,” communication professor Dr. 
Thomas Simonet said. “This is something 
you’re not going to see on MTV. This is 
the next step. This is what’s coming.”
 “What’s coming” is the Indie Film 
Festival, taking place on campus on March 
2 and 3 in Sweigart Auditorium.
 The film and media studies depart-
ment is having two days full of indie films 
as this year’s addition to the annual film 
festival series at Rider, showing better-
known independent films and student 
works. This gives students a chance to 
show their work and have it judged by 
faculty. Those interested in film can also 
learn about the economics and politics 
involved from talks by professors.
 One of the more well-known films is 
Tarnation.
 Tarnation is a “low-budget” indie film 
by Jonathan Caouette that is centered 
around his troubled adolescence. It is 
praised for being made for $218 on the 
free Apple program iMovie, but the cost 
of production to get it ready for competi-
tion probably increased it to a few thou-
sand dollars.
 Regardless of the increase in price, 
there is no disputing that this is an inde-
pendent film. Made as a compilation of 
photographs, time-relevant movie clips, 
family videos and a broad range of music, 
the movie is, at first glace, a random 
assortment of memories from his early 
life. Rather than having a typically steady 
flow, there are choppy transitions and sud-
den noises that help create a true amateur 
vibe to it. This only adds to the raw emo-

tion of the piece.
 The video begins with a clip of 
Jonathan’s brain-damaged mother Renee 
singing “This Little Light of Mine” as 
she walks through the kitchen. While 
this upbeat song should create a carefree 
atmosphere, in this scene it seems a bit off, 
as the filmmaker intended. Music is ran-
domly interspersed throughout the film, 
both upbeat and dark, sometimes starkly 
contrasting with the topic being depicted. 

When Caouette recounts his abuse at his 
foster home, there is upbeat music in the 
background, sounding almost hopeful. 
On most occasions, however, ominous 
music sets the tone, particularly when 
paired with videos of him passing a grave-
yard. It poses a similar effect that the 
sound of young children singing slowly in 
horror movies do, and is enough to send a 
chill down your spine.
 Of course, there is much more to 

the movie than the soundtrack. The tell-
all approach of the documentary brings 
dark secrets of Caouette’s past to light. 
Voicemails, videos and text reveal his early 
struggles, including finding his place in 
society as a gay man, depicting drug use, 
childhood abuse and his eventual, numer-
ous hospitalization.
 One of the most emotional scenes 
includes a monologue at age 11. Hair tied 
back in a bandana, Caouette puts him-

self in the shoes of an abused housewife, 
describing different scenes where his char-
acter is tied to a bed and threatened by her 
husband. While obviously acting and not 
merely delusional, the raw emotion radiat-
ing from his performance and the ability 
to act out such scenes as a young child is 
chilling.
 While the movie documents his life, 
it focuses a large amount on his mother. 
Renee went through electroshock therapy 
when she was younger for no apparent 
reason, resulting in a psychological melt-
down. She switches from one emotion 
to the next without warning or obvious 
cause, and was eventually deemed incapa-
ble of caring adequately for her children. 
Her life and impact on Caouette’s expe-
riences is one of the focal points of the 
video, earning the appearance of her name 
on the credits before even Caouette’s.
 The movie is relentless in its stimula-
tion, never giving the audience a chance 
to recover from the emotional distress 
inflicted on the viewer in each scene. The 
fact that all of the video, apart from a few 
clips from movies, are real memories and 
recordings of true events only add to the 
turmoil.
 Of course, the audience should take 
into account the fact that in most scenes, 
the video camera was set up in the room 
prior to conversations and recordings. 
This could have resulted in scripted dia-
logue and a bit of acting, especially when 
considering Jonathan’s background as an 
actor. However, all things considered, 
even if scripted Tarnation is a compelling 
story for the strong-hearted.
 Tarnation will be screened twice more 
on March 1 and 2, with the latter accom-
panied by a talk by Caouette at 7 p.m.

Independent films spark new discussions

Jonathan Caouette

Caouette poses for a photograph as a toddler with his brain-damaged mother, Renee, before being sent to a foster home.

By Emily Eiermann
eiermanne@theridernews.com

Indie Film Symposium
Schedule

(all events will be held in Sweigart Auditorium)

Wednesday, March 2

10-11:40 a.m.     5-6:30 p.m.
Slacker, 1991.     Presentation/roundtable
       What Makes a Movie Indie?
11:45-1:25 p.m.
Easy Rider, 1969.    7-9 p.m.
       Filmmaker Jonathan Caouette,
1:30-3:15 p.m.     director of Tarnation, will talk
sex, lies, and videotape, 1989.   about his work as an indepen-
       dent filmmaker.
3-4:55 p.m.
Tarnation, 2003. 

Thursday, March 3

10-12:40 p.m.     4:30-5:15 p.m.
Roger & Me, 1989.    Hollywood and Its Alternatives

12:45-2:40 p.m.     5:30-6:15 p.m.
Forbidden Lie$, 2007.    Psycho-Cinema

2:45-4:25 p.m.     6:30-8:30 p.m.
Turtles Can Fly, 2004.    Politics and the Indie Film

WCC Kantorei hits the right notes

Courtesy of Anne Sears

Westminster’s Kantorei is accompanied by the Baroque orchestra in the Gill Chapel for its rendition of Bach’s classics.

 Andrew Megill conducted the Kantorei in its latest performance on Monday titled “Bach In Context,” which took place in the 
Gill Chapel.
 Westminster Kantorei is a chamber choir specializing in music of the Renaissance and Baroque eras. It was founded in 2004 and 
occasionally ventures into later collections, including new works.
 The show featured music by Johann Sebastian Bach in its original context. The Westminster Kantorei and the Westminster 
Department of Sacred Music collaborated to revamp Bach’s Leipzig, including his “Mass in G Minor.” Kantorei performed with the 
Baroque orchestra, which performed on original instruments.



We all know that the current economy is tough, and 
finding a job fresh out of college will be a challenge. 
Having an idea of what to expect, who to contact 

and what steps to take would be a great help in finding that ideal 
first job as well as to calm our nerves about holding a full-time 
position. 
 This past weekend, Kappa Delta Pi (KDP), the educa-
tion honor society on campus, hosted Workshop Day, an 
event composed of three separate hour-long sessions held 
to help future teachers. One of those sessions was about 
the first year of teaching and what to anticipate, from start-
ing the job search to starting the first day in the school. 
 At the workshop, an alumna who graduated from Rider 
last year walked attendees through each step she took in order 
to land the position at a local elementary school. In the hour 
that was allotted, the recent grad and current students looked 
at the different job search websites there are to find potential 
jobs, learned what to say or do in an interview if employers call, 
examined how to prepare a future classroom after getting hired 
and saw what to do on the first day. 
 The entire session was extremely helpful. Anyone can tell 
you what you should expect in a job, but until you hear it first-
hand, it doesn’t help.
 A process like this should be adapted for other students and 
the jobs they hope to hold one day. Any job search causes anxiety 
from the beginning of the employment hunt to the very first day 
of the job. But those feelings are sure to be magnified when hired 
for a career you’ve been envisioning for yourself for four years.
 Rider does sponsor some events like Workshop Day, but not 
for each specific major. The university should find a way to get 
into contact with former Rider grads (the more recent the gradu-
ation date the better) and set up an info session. Have the person 
come in, talk about how to land the job in that field and all of 
the steps to take. It’s probably the best way to ease the nerves 
of students preparing to graduate if they can hear all about the 
journey from someone who was in their position a year or two 
earlier. To get a recent grad who is currently at an entry-level 
position in their desired career would be most reasonable, since 
everyone has to start at the bottom and work their way up.
 Rider has a Career Services Office to help with all of the 
essential steps in landing a job, but the advice doesn’t come with 
the personal anecdotes particular to certain fields that a speaker 
can provide. Professors in charge of senior seminars could bring 
in more guest speakers to their classes to prep students for what 
is soon approaching. And other student organizations besides 
KDP should find past Rider grads to help current students find 
their footing in their desired careers.
 These days, it’s not wise to go through college thinking that 
you will automatically get hired as soon as graduation comes 
along. But knowing where to start and what you will or won’t 
see in the first year of employment is a great way to get started.
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A Sophomore Speaks

Premium housing worth the upgrade
 Choosing to live in premium housing after 
living in a regular dorm room is a bit like sitting 
in first class on an airplane after being crammed 
in coach. Sure, there’s nothing wrong with sitting 
in coach, but if you pay a little more, you could 
be sitting more comfortably with some extra leg-
room. 
 The best aspect about living in premium 
housing is that you can make it homier. You can 
finally walk into the shower without a caddy, 
sleep with your door open and, if your room-
mates don’t mind it, walk from your room to the 
shower without a towel on.
 The rooms are a lot more spacious and the 
closets are twice as big. So if you’re like me and 
have more clothes than your wardrobe knows 
what to do with, then you would be glad to know 
that you do not have to limit the clothes you 
bring to school.
 Rider can get swelteringly hot during 
September and May. I’m sure most students can 
relate to sleeping on top of their covers, with 
three or four fans pointing at them. If you hate 
waking up drenched in your own sweat, pre-
mium housing provides air conditioning to keep 
you cool and comfortable on those hot nights.
 There are obviously some great reasons to fly 
first class, but there are some negatives to it as 
well, just as there are some negatives to living in 
premium housing.
 First, make sure that you get along with 
everyone you are going to live with, and refrain 
from starting fights as much as possible. I know 
from experience that living with someone you 

don’t like makes your living environment less 
enjoyable, and why would you want to pay extra 
money to live with someone you don’t enjoy 
being around?
 Also, I recommend not spending every wak-
ing hour with the people in your pod or suite. 
Sure, you might be really great friends, but too 
much time with the same people can cause the 
best of friends to become annoyed with each 
other.
 You’re also going to have a shower that you 
will be sharing with the people you live with. You 
won’t have a cleaning service to clean the toilet 
and shower every day anymore, so you have to do 
it yourself. Also, it’s not OK to take the random 
pieces of hair that fall out while you’re in the 
shower and put it on the walls. Of course, that’s 
never alright, but you catch my drift.
 The worst thing I’ve found about premium 
housing is that you are never alone. Sometimes, I 
just want to be left alone in my room, and that’s 
definitely something a lot harder to do if you’re 
living in a pod or a suite.
 Choosing to live in premium housing is a 
big commitment. If you decide to take this route 
and then decide you don’t like it, there’s a lot of 
paperwork you will have to fill out to get out 
of it. So, as the time to choose next year’s liv-
ing arrangement approaches the week we return 
from spring break, I hope you take into consid-
eration the good and the bad aspects of living in 
premium housing.

- Paige McAtee
Sophomore journalism major

FEBruary 22, 1630 — Popcorn is introduced.

FEBruary 24, 1996 — Cuba downs two small American planes it claims are 

violating Cuban airspace.

this wEEk in history ...

Visit www.theridernews.com 
Read the new Green Blog about the latest contribution to the 
environmentally friendly world.
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Student Protest

Planned Parenthood to potentially lose federal funding
 Controversy has always been an element that our 
society thrives on; we are a very opinionated people. 
One topic that has never been able to escape the cross-
fire of debate is Planned Parenthood. Recently, the 
House of Representatives voted to cut all federal fund-
ing for Planned Parenthood and this decision could 
hurt millions of women and families.
 People believe that abortions are the main service 
that Planned Parenthood provides, but what about 
the other contributions that the organization makes 
available? What about people who don’t have health 
insurance and are in need of a reproductive screening, 
counseling because of domestic violence or prenatal 
care? 
 In a CBSNews.com article, “Planned Parenthood 
loses funding in House vote,” Planned Parenthood 
president Cecile Richards said, “In attacking Planned 
Parenthood, the House Republican leadership has 
launched an outrageous assault on the millions of 
Americans who rely on Planned Parenthood for pri-
mary and preventive health care, including lifesaving 
breast and cervical cancer screenings, annual exams, 
family planning visits, birth control, HIV testing and 
more.” I completely agree with Richards. There are 

millions of people who disagree and dispute the right 
for women to choose to have an abortion, but are those 
people comfortable with turning away a woman with 
Stage IV breast cancer? 
 I am the public relations executive for Vox: Voices 
for Planned Parenthood on campus. I’m not crazy 
about the heated discussions that people have regard-
ing whether abortion is right, wrong or just. The 
majority of the events that we hold are educational 
and supportive to those who need it most. Our biggest 
event supports victims of domestic violence. Cutting 
the federal funding for Planned Parenthood will only 
hurt those who are limited financially in this harsh 
economy.
 Now, the hard truth, whether you are pro-life or 
pro-choice, is that there are women out there who are 
going to have abortions, no matter what. It’s easy for 
society to say that there isn’t sufficient cause that neces-
sitates abortion, but is every woman in every situation 
accounted for? Planned Parenthood doesn’t “weed out” 
patients going for abortions according to reason — 
that’s a confidentiality issue. So is it right to make a 
woman go through a pregnancy that’s the result of a 
rape? Does your opinion change if it’s a young girl?

 Furthermore, is it right to make that decision for 
them? The government can say no, but the term “back-
alley abortion” didn’t just appear from thin air. An 
article from SocialistWorker.org brings up the fact that 
history proves that women have found ways to abort 
unwanted pregnancies, even if deadly. 
 I understand the people out there who believe that 
abortions are justifiable in certain situations, but if you 
believe that, then how do you pick and choose? It’s not 
a game; it can be life altering. Who gets to plan whose 
life?
 So, what is the government trying to say? If you 
want an abortion, do so at your own risk? Of course 
not, but I will say that people have lost sight of the 
importance of Planned Parenthood and the great 
things that come from the organization. Millions sup-
port them, and for those who are truly against a single 
medical procedure provided, are you willing to leave 
millions of women and families in the dark, or will you 
do the right thing and choose the lesser of two evils?

- Bobbilynn Tull
Junior radio/TV major

Oscar winners predicted for 2011

Nominees: Darren Aronofsky 
for Black Swan, Joel and Ethan 
Coen for True Grit, David 
Fincher for The Social Network, 
Tom Hooper for The King’s 
Speech and David O. Russell for 
The Fighter.

Who Should Win: David 
Fincher for The Social Network 
— Fincher is known to be a 
perfectionist as a director, and 
he films multiple takes of each 
scene until he gets what he’s 
looking for. It’s clear in his lat-
est film that all of the strenu-
ous work paid off. He skillfully 
captured both the college world 
and the business world and 
didn’t leave out any pertinent 
details as he chronicled the ori-
gins of Facebook. Fincher easily 
transported us into the story, 
and once the film dissolved into 
the first frame, we were hooked.

Best
Director

Best
Supporting 

Actress

Best
Supporting 

Actor

Best
Actress

Best
Actor

Nominees: Javier Bardem for 
Biutiful, Jeff Bridges for True 
Grit, Jesse Eisenberg for The 
Social Network, Colin Firth for 
The King’s Speech and James 
Franco for 127 Hours.

Who Should Win: Colin Firth 
for The King’s Speech — We’re 
used to watching actors portray 
famous leaders. What separates 
Firth’s performance from the 
rest is that it’s not his sub-
jects that look to him for help. 
Rather, it’s the King that asks 
for assistance from one of his 
subjects. In that, he can be seen 
as an average person, asking 
for help like any other per-
son would, and it’s fascinating. 
Firth masters a stutter and he 
easily wins us over. His sympa-
thetic performance is nothing 
short of regal.

Nominees: Annette Bening for 
The Kids Are All Right, Nicole 
Kidman for Rabbit Hole, 
Jennifer Lawrence for Winter’s 
Bone, Natalie Portman for Black 
Swan and Michelle Williams 
for Blue Valentine.

Who Should Win: Natalie 
Portman for Black Swan — As 
a ballerina who’s obsessed with 
being the best dancer she can 
be, Portman’s performance is 
transformative, quite literally at 
times. She spirals down a rabbit 
hole of insanity and drags us 
down with her. We see her go 
from an angelic young woman 
to a seductive sprite; this role 
is a worthy vessel for Portman’s 
considerable talent.

- All predictions composed by 
Vincent Abbatecola, sophomore 
English and journalism major.

Nominees: Christian Bale for 
The Fighter, John Hawkes for 
Winter’s Bone, Jeremy Renner 
for The Town, Mark Ruffalo 
for The Kids Are All Right and 
Geoffrey Rush for The King’s 
Speech.

Who Should Win: Christian 
Bale for The Fighter — In 2010, 
no actor threw himself into a 
role like Bale did. As the boxer-
turned-cocaine-addict Dicky 
Eklund, Bale proved again to 
be one of the most dedicated 
actors in the business. He takes 
on a fluent Boston accent so 
well that he comes off as an 
authentic native of the area. He 
lost weight (again) for a film 
role, and is almost unrecogniz-
able with his scrawny appear-
ance. You may forget that this 
is Bale, but his performance is 
unforgettable.

Nominees: Amy Adams for 
The Fighter, Helena Bonham 
Carter for The King’s Speech, 
Melissa Leo for The Fighter, 
Hailee Steinfeld for True Grit 
and Jacki Weaver for Animal 
Kingdom.

Who Should Win: Melissa Leo 
for The Fighter — Her character 
might not be a boxer; but Leo 
as Alice Eklund has as much 
fight in her as her pugilist sons. 
She is a mother who would do 
anything to help her children 
succeed, and someone that you 
certainly wouldn’t want to cross 
paths with. Leo takes the role 
of a sports mom to a new level. 
Alice exhibits tough love, but 
it’s love nonetheless. She is one 
hard-hitting firecracker.

Columbia Pictures Closest to the Hole ProductionsClosest to the Hole Productions Fox Searchlight PicturesBedlam Productions

Jesse Eisenberg (left) shows 
off his Internet creation. 

Christian Bale (left) plays the 
Mark Wahlberg’s brother.

Melissa Leo plays the ultimate 
dedicated mother.

Colin Firth overcomes a speech 
impediment to take control.

Natalie Portman loses herself 
in a role in Black Swan.
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Gonzalez leads men to second

 
 

 The Rider track and field team finished 
with strong performances at the MAAC Indoor 
Championships, with the men finishing second 
out of five while the women finished fourth out 
of sixth last Friday at the Armory in New York 
City. The men came within just five points of 
winning the Championships but ultimately lost 
to Manhattan.
 “The men competed very well but we fell a 
little short of our goal of winning the champion-
ship,” said Hamer. “We felt that we had a good 
chance to win, but Manhattan is a team that will 
not roll over without a fight.” 
 Senior Christian Gonzalez represented Rider 
well, winning the 800-meter with an IC4A quali-
fying time of 1:52.00, and also qualifying for the 
IC4As in the mile, placing second with a time of 
4:05.33. Gonzalez broke Rider records in both of 
those events, and was named Most Outstanding 
Performer. 
 “Chris has been such a special athlete for this 
program and he has accomplished a lot in the 
last four years,” Hamer said. “It has been such 
an honor and privilege to coach him because 
he is such a committed, dedicated and talented 
athlete.”
 Other achievements for the Rider men con-
sisted of sophomore David Hightower finishing 
first in the 55-meter hurdles in 7.61, freshman 
Steve Brown winning the long jump with a 
distance of 7.22 meters and sophomore Dave 
Brown placing first in the 400-meter, qualifying 
for the IC4As with a time of 48.88.
 The women were slightly overmatched by 
the competition, according to Hamer.
 Sophomore Mia Riley won the 55-meter in 
7.20, breaking the Rider record that was set in 
2001.
 “Mia Riley winning was a great surprise,” 
said Hamer. “She was the top seed, but there is 
a big difference between being the top seed and 
actually winning. She has really stepped up this 
year and I was very excited for her.”
 Also for the Rider women, senior Chelsea 
Callan placed third in the 3,000-meter, earn-

ing a time of 10:14.16, while sophomore Gina 
Campagna finished third in the high jump with 
a distance of 1.60 meters.
 Additionally, the men’s distance medley relay 
of Gonzalez, freshmen Joseph Carlin and Matt 
Sampson, and sophomore Greg Wesh came in 
second in 10:21.31, while the women’s 4x400 
relay, consisting of senior Shaylah Counts, soph-
omores Lauren Findley, Erin McMullin and 
Ashley Hunter, placed third with a time of 
4:00.46.
 Next up for the track and field team is the 
IC4A Championships, which will be held on 
Saturday, March 5, and Sunday, March 6, in 
Boston.

By Victoria Lyons

TRACK AND FIELD
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Men’s Basketball 
(20-9 overall, 11-5 MAAC)
2/19
Rider 95, Delaware 86
2/25
at Marist, 7:30 p.m.*
2/27
vs. Saint Peter’s, 1:30 p.m.*

Women’s Basketball
(4-23 overall, 4-12 MAAC)
2/18
Rider 79, Niagara 73* (3OT)
2/20
Canisius 70, Rider 28*
2/27
vs. Niagara, 11:30 a.m.*
3/3-3/7
at MAAC Tournament

Wrestling
(9-11 overall, 3-3 CAA)
2/16
Hofstra 25, Rider 12*

2/19
Rider 22, Boston U. 13*

Swimming & Diving
2/17-2/19
at MAAC Championships*
M: 593.5, 2nd 
W: 566, 2nd
2/25-2/27
at ECAC Championships

Track & Field
2/18
at MAAC Championships,
M: 2 out of 5
W: 4 out of 6
Baseball
2/25-2/27
at East Tennessee State

Softball
2/25-2/27
at NC A&T Invitational
2/25

vs. Indiana Purdue Fort 
Wayne, 11 a.m.
vs. Presbyterian, 3 p.m.
2/26
vs Western Carolina, 11 a.m.
2/27
vs North Carolina A&T, 9 
a.m.
Championship game, 1 p.m.

And more sports...

Freshman Danny Stewart 
of the men’s basketball team 
was named MAAC Rookie 
of the Week for all games 
played in Feb. 14-20.

Join us in 
welcoming 

Bishop David 
O’Connell 

as he celebrates 
Mass on 

February 27th 
at 7pm in 

Gill Chapel

Catholic
Campus

Ministry

We look forward to 
seeing you there!

(Catholic Bishop of the 
Diocese of Trenton)

Champs
Continued from p. 12

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Senior Christian Gonzalez broke two Rider re-
cords at the MAAC Championships.

year last season. The team is 
returning 12 players from last 
year and has added five fresh-
men. Iona was picked to win 
the MAAC while the lady 
Broncs were picked to finish 
8th, but will look to exceed 
expectations as only three votes 
separated Rider from Marist 
which is 7th, and four votes 
behind Siena, which is 6th. 
 Leading the way for Rider 
offensively is senior Brittany 
Eckett who led the team in 
home runs (10), runs batted 
in (40), slugging percentage 
(.612), total bases (71), on base 
percentage (.481) and walks 
(36) last season.
 The Broncs also return last 
season’s first team All-MAAC 
selection, senior Amanda 
Centeno. The Ventura, Calif. 
native was a do-it-all type per-
former for head coach Tricia 

Carroll last year. The team cap-
tain was named to the all-con-
ference team as a utility player. 
She finished second on Rider in 
batting average (.333), knocked 
in 17 runs and led Rider with 
11 multiple hit games.
 On the mound, Rider 
returns its ace, junior Rachael 
Montreale, who led the team in 
wins (11), earned run average 
(3.25), innings pitched (170), 
complete games (26), shutouts 
(3), strikeouts (120) and bat-
ting average against (.252).
 The Williamstown high 
school graduate also hurled a 
no-hitter in a victory against 
Marist, the first in Rider history 
since 2004. 
 The Broncs begin confer-
ence play on the road against 
St. Peter’s on April 2 as they 
look to make their way into the 
MAAC tournament, which will 
be hosted by Marist.



Different year, same result for both teams

 Another year, another runner-up finish for the 
men’s and women’s swimming and diving team in the 
MAAC Championships. The women placed second 
behind Marist while the men fell short of Loyola 
(MD). 
 It is the second straight year that the women were 
beaten by the Red Foxes and the Greyhounds defeated 
the men in the championships.
 “We’re pretty tough on ourselves as a group,” said 
head coach Steve Fletcher. “Our team performance 
at the meet pointed out some significant areas where 
we can improve, but also highlighted our significant 
strengths as a program.”
 There were some great individual performances 
throughout the three-day championships that took 
place in the Burt Flickinger Athletic Center at Erie 
Community College in Buffalo, N.Y.
 Senior diver Aisley Carter won both the three-
meter and one-meter dives on her way to being named 
Diver of the Meet.
 “My divers did great,” said assistant coach and 
diving coach Kristen Ceppa. “Aisley Carter earned top 
recognition all around; you can’t get much better than 
first in both events and Diver of the Meet.”
 In her first year, Ceppa won the honor of Diving 
Coach of the Meet as she helped the men place all four 
divers in the top eight on both dives while assisting 
Carter, her only female diver, to two first-place fin-
ishes.
 “Winning both boards as well recieving the honor 
of female diver of the meet my Senior year, have been 
my top two goals since the beginning of the season,” 
said Carter. “We are so thrilled that she [Ceppa] was 
named Coach of the Meet in her first year because we 

couldn’t have done it without her.” 
  Sophomores Kelly O’Connor and Addie Oswald 
both won events. O’Connor took the 200 fly (2.00.48) 
while Oswald won the 200 back (2.00.48) and the 200 
free (1:50.74). O’Connor also came in third in the 200 
backstroke (2.02.93). Senior Alicia Fimple finished 
first in the 400 IM (4:30.94).

 “The competition was really fast this year; there 
were a lot of strong teams and fast swimmers,” 
O’Connor said. “Overall, I was very pleased with how 
I swam, and as a team we went into this competition 
with a very positive attitude ready to swim fast.” 
 For the men’s team sophomore Johnny Funk 
won the 200 IM (1:50.19) and placed second in the 
200 back (1:50.25), and seniors Ryan Nelthropp and 
Arthur Arciszewski both finished third in their respec-
tive events, Nelthropp in the 200 fly (1:51.43) and 
Arciszewski in the 1,650 free (16:03.97).
 “The competition was great, lots of fast swim-
ming,” Funk said. “As a team we have some room for 
improvement, which is a good thing considering all the 
great swims we had.” 
 On the men’s diving team, junior Brendan Cavallaro 
finished second in the one-meter dive (288.70), and 
senior Tom Smallwood placed third in the one-meter 
dive (279.80)
 “For Tom to dive as consistently as he did and earn 
third on both boards was outstanding,” Ceppa said. 
“Performing to his potential has been something Tom 
has struggled with and he managed to be nothing but 
on his game at the Championships.”
 Named to the MAAC All-Academic team for 
the women were seniors Renata Stoehr and Lindsay 
Simmons, junior Kelly Fleagle and sophomores Katlyn 
Andrews, Stephanie Anderer, Carly Misiewicz and 
Melissa Berkay. 
 For the men, seniors Arciszewski, Mike Tubb and 
Smallwood, junior Scott Mitchell and sophomores 
Jimmy Sileo, Kevin Mahana and Kyle Grosman were 
all named to the MAAC All-Academic team.
 Next up for the Broncs is a trip to Pittsburgh for 
another three-day event, the ECAC Championships, 
starting today through Sunday.
 

SWIMMING AND DIVING

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Senior diver Aisley Carter won Diver of the Meet at 
the MAAC Championships in Buffalo, N.Y.

Broncs slip up on ice; fall to Rowan in first round 

 

 The Broncs have been wait-
ing for their next opportunity to 
come home with the MACHA 
championship since the disap-
pointing finish to last year. The 
loss to UMBC in the finals, 
seeing the Retrievers celebrat-
ing on Rider’s ice and starting 
the season knowing they were 
the best team in the MACHA 
made the Broncs hungry for 
victory. 
 This year, however, would 
not be the year that Rider (22-
6) was able to come home with 
the elusive trophy, after being 
shut down by Rowan (14-15-
3) 6-1 in the first round of the 
playoffs this past Friday.
 Rider faced Rowan two 
times earlier this season. The 
Broncs came out on top of both 
of those contests, 7-4 and 7-6.
 When it mattered most 
though, with all the fans in the 
stands cheering on their team, 
the Broncs failed to produce a 
performance worthy of moving 
on in the playoffs. In short, the 
skating was sluggish, the pass-
ing was choppy and the whole 
team seemed to be in disarray. 
 Senior captain D.J. Nork 
tried to make sense of the 
breakdowns in the game.
 “In the offensive zone we 

didn’t do a good job of keep-
ing the third guy high,” Nork 
said. “Also, when we got in the 
offensive zone, we would often 
dump the puck and no one was 
there to pick it up so [Rowan’s] 
defense had an easy time break-
ing out of their zone.  Also, we 
didn’t forecheck very hard and 
didn’t put a whole lot of pres-
sure on their defense.  We knew 
their defense was weak but were 

never really able to get anything 
going offensively.”
 After its 22-5 season, the 
Broncs seemed to have all the 
momentum they needed going 
into these playoffs. Plenty of 
time and preparation were 
spent in an attempt to formu-
late the perfect defense to stifle 
the attack of Rowan’s most dan-
gerous player. 
 However, Rowan eas-

ily dismissed the Broncs’ sys-
tem. Rowan would score two 
goals in each period against 
the Broncs, ultimately sending 
the team and the crowd home 
unhappy. 
 Sophomore Frank Garvey 
was able to score a power play 
goal midway through the sec-
ond period to possibly start any 
hope of a comeback, but that 
attempt fell short. 

 With the season in the rear-
view mirror now, the Broncs 
can look  back at the different 
milestones they have reached.
 “I had a great career at 
Rider,” Nork said. “We won a 
lot of games but more impor-
tantly had fun doing it. This 
season in particular, I felt that 
we were much better than most 
teams we played and felt that 
no one could really beat us. 
We have had a few bad games, 
but it happens to any team. 
We broke Rider’s single-season 
record and there’s not a whole 
lot more you can ask for.”
 A key milestone for Rider 
throughout the season included 
setting the mark for most wins 
in a season with 22. 
 Also, Garvey finished first 
in scoring in the American 
Collegiate Hockey Association 
(ACHA) with 47 goals, which 
also breaks the old Rider ice 
hockey record of 40. Nork fin-
ished ninth in the ACHA in 
assists with 42.

By David Pavlak

HOCKEY

Rachel Gouk/Rider University

Senior Joe Nalbone finished the regular season 22-6, with a 2.80 GAA. Nalbone and the Broncs 
fell short in their opening round playoff game against Rowan University at Loucks Ice Center. 
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 Rider defeated the Delaware Blue Hens in the 
Sears BracketBuster for its 20th win of the season on 
Saturday in a high-scoring affair, 95-86. 
 The victory over the Blue Hens (13-15, 8-9 CAA) 
was highlighted by several stand-out performances. 
Senior Justin Robinson scored a career-high 31 points, 
all from beyond the arc or at the foul line. Robinson, 
who now has 1,427 points in his career as a Bronc, 
went 13 for 14 from the charity stripe in the contest, 
while also dishing out five assists.
 Senior Mike Ringgold had 19 points and freshman 
Danny Stewart contributed 12 points and blocked 
three shots for the Broncs (20-9, 11-5 MAAC). Stewart 
was recently named MAAC Rookie of the Week for his 
play last week.
 “It was a close game and they were coming off a 
win so we knew this would be tough,” said Stewart. 
“The game plan was to get stops, rebound and, of 
course, go and get the 20th win because no one will 
hand it to us.”
 Stewart has defied the freshman stigma and made 
his mark as a significant contributor among his upper-
classmen teammates.
 “I just have to know my limitations and do the 
right things,” said Stewart. “I feel like a big part of the 
team and these last two games I want to make a state-
ment. I want to make my captains happy on their last 

home-court appearance.”
 This weekend will be the Broncs’ final weekend 
of the season. They play at Marist (5-24 overall, 3-13 
MAAC) tonight and Saint Peter’s (17-11 overall, 11-5 
MAAC) on Sunday at Alumni Gym. The weekend 
could launch the Broncs into the MAAC champion-
ship on a five-game winning streak.
 Rider can’t afford to have a letdown against Marist 
before the showdown for second place on Sunday with 
the Peacocks. Rider, Saint Peter’s and Iona (18-10 over-
all, 11-5 MAAC) are all tied for second in the MAAC 
behind Fairfield. 
 The Broncs split with Iona during the regular 
season and have a better overall record than the Gaels, 
who still have to play Saint Peter’s and Fairfield (22-5 
overall, 14-2 MAAC) this weekend. With two wins, 
the Broncs will secure second place at seasons end.
 Rider’s previous matchup with Marist this season 
was a decisive win, 80-66. Marist struggled to break an 
11-game losing streak, but finally notched a win over 
New Hampshire in last weekend’s Sears BracketBuster. 
 The Peacocks of Saint Peter’s will present yet 
another challenge for Rider. Saint Peter’s, 3-2 in its last 
five games, defeated the Broncs handily, 80-60, in their 
last meeting on Jan. 29 at Saint Peter’s. 
 “My goal was to get a chance to play since most 
freshmen don’t, and now my focus is helping my team 
achieve the ultimate goal, and that is winning the 
MAAC championship and going to the NCAA tourna-
ment,” said Stewart. 
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 Baseball season is now 
upon us, and the Broncs have 
their eyes set on a repeat perfor-
mance as MAAC champions in 
2011. 
 “Team expectations are 
high,” said head coach Barry 
Davis. “The goals are simple 
and clear: win the regular sea-
son, win the MAAC tourna-
ment and participate in the 
NCAA tournament.” 
 This ultimate goal is shared 
by the softball team as it looks 
to prove its doubters wrong this 
season.
 Rider’s baseball and softball 
teams kick off the seasons on 
the road today. Picked to win 
its 3rd MAAC championship 
in four years, Rider baseball 
opens up against East Tennessee 
State in the first game of a 
four-game weekend series. 
The softball team is headed 
to Greensboro, N.C., to take 
on Indiana-Purdue Fort Wayne 
and Presbyterian in its  double-
header season opener in the NC 
A&T Invitational.
 The Broncs return to the 
diamond this year looking to 
defend their MAAC title. The 

team is bringing back 22 play-
ers from its 2010 championship 
team and has added seven fresh-
men. 
 “Seven returning starters in 
the field and three starters on 
the mound should be a posi-
tive thing,” Davis said. “They’ve 
been in a lot of big games. It 
certainly could be a big factor 
that could separate us from oth-
ers.”
 Rider returns the reign-
ing MAAC Pitcher of the Year, 
senior Mike Thomas, who led 
the team in wins (nine), strike-
outs (98) and innings pitched 
(104.1). Thomas was also 
named to the All-MAAC pre-
season team. 
 “Mike is a very hard worker 
who is deserving of his accom-
plishments,” Davis said. “He 
leads by example, he’s a solid 
student-athlete and represents 
our program the way we want 
our players to.”
 Alongside Thomas on the 
All-MAAC preseason team 
is junior outfielder Brandon 
Cotten, who is third on the 
team in average (.351), on base 
percentage (.447) and stolen 
bases (12), and ranks second in 
runs scored (56).
 “Being named preseason 
All-MAAC was a big surprise 

for me,” Cotten said. “I wasn’t 
expecting to be named pre-
season all-conference but when 
I found out, I was very excited 
and really want to prove myself 
this season and eventually 
become all-MAAC at the end 
of the season as well.” 
 Rider returns most of its 
pitching staff, which led the 
MAAC in earned run average, 
along with the bulk of its high-
powered offense that was only 
shut out two times in 2010.
 Missing, however, is Rider 
graduate Nick Wojnowski, who 
led the team in home runs 
(nine), average (.388), slugging 
percentage (.607), walks (37), 
and on base percentage (.488) 
last year. 
 “Losing outfielder Nick 
Wojnowski, a second-team All-
MAAC/All-Tournament team 
and leader in a few offensive 
categories will be tough to 
replace,” said Davis.
 Senior A.J Albee earned the 
team’s Most Improved Player 
Award in his junior campaign, 
setting Rider records in runs 
batted in (60) and runs scored 
(63). The Broncs return Albee 
and Cotten, as well as seniors 
Steve Galella, Mason Heyne 
and Karl Johnston, all of whom  
hit over .300 last season and 

played in all 24 conference 
games. 
 Heyne led the team in dou-
bles with 21 and is 11 shy of the 
Rider record of 53.
 “We had a great fall and we 
all worked extremely hard,” said 
Heyne. “We are ready to go.” 

 Rider begins conference 
play March 26 at Niagara and 
will host the MAAC cham-
pionships at Mercer County’s 
Waterfront Park May 25-29.
 The lady Broncs are look-
ing to rebound from a down 

Rachel Gouk/Rider University

Senior Justin Robinson shoots during the 95-86 win 
over Delaware last Saturday. He scored 31 points.

Back to Back?
Defending champs swing into season 
as preseason favorite in conference

Stockton Photo Inc.

The Rider baseball team celebrates its MAAC Championship 
title last season. Rider is picked as preseason favorites for 2011.

Rider beats Delaware; seeks second place
MEN’S BASKETBALL

By Corey Donetz

By Maria Eldridge

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL

See Champs, p. 10
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