
The director of Rider’s produc-
tion of The Last Days of Judas Iscariot 
was forced to find two understudies 
a week before its opening tomor-
row when two cast members left 
the university after allegedly stealing 
hundreds of dollars from Alpha Psi 
Omega (APO), the theater fraternity 
on campus.
 In January, an e-mail was sent 
out to the members of APO, inform-
ing them that more than $900 was 
stolen from the organization.
 “We, the 2010-2011 Alpha Psi 
Omega Board, regret to inform you 
of a distasteful event and its effect 

on our organization,” the e-mail 
read. “Some time during the week 
between SNL and formal, upwards 
of $900 dollars was stolen from the 
APO money box.”

Members of APO and Miriam 
Mills, assistant professor of Fine Arts 
and the director of The Last Days 
of Judas Iscariot, declined to com-

 RecycleMania, a national competition that 
aims to promote waste reduction on college cam-
puses, is now in full swing at Rider and waste 
results from the past two weeks show a promis-
ing start, according to Sustainability Coordinator 
Melissa Greenberg.
 Greenberg reports that most of the waste 
recorded was from food, which is recyclable, and 
not from actual trash.

“We did 9 tons food and organic waste and 
then we had almost 9 tons of recycling,” she said. 
“It’s all bottles, cans, aluminum, glass, cardboard 
and paper. Our trash was only 4 tons.”
 The competition, which officially started this 
week, tracks the amount of waste each of the par-
ticipating colleges accumulates each week. While 

Livin’ the Dream
Rider grad scores $100K job
as global fashion blogger 

Courtesy of Kristy Eléna
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See Recycle, p. 3

RecycleMania off 
to a good start, 
Eco-Reps say 

APO theft 
leaves cast 
scrambling

See Jumpline, p. 3

Kristy Eléna, ’04, poses in Europe. The Rider alumna won a $100,000 contest 
and is now Sunglass Hut’s Full Time Fabulous Fashion Blogger.  

An incident within Alpha Psi Omega (APO) forced The Last Days of Ju-
das Iscariot director Miriam Mills to find understudies for the first time. 
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 Jet setting around the world. Sitting 
along runways as models walk by in the 
world’s most famous designers’ newest 
trends. Walking the ancient streets of 
Milan for a glamorous photo shoot. Being 
one of the most dedicated fashionistas 
New York City has seen. Envious yet?
 Welcome to the new life of Kristy 
Eléna.
 Rider alumna Eléna took her degree 
and used it to snag a $100,000 gig blog-
ging for Sunglass Hut. She entered and 
won the highly competitive contest and 
is now Sunglass Hut’s Full Time Fabulous 
Fashion Blogger for the entire year.
 “I think the part that excites me the 
most is being able to attend all of the 
Fashion Weeks in different countries,” she 
said. “I love runway shows and was lucky 
enough to be invited to some during 
Milan Fashion Week this past September, 
thanks to my personal blog. But to have 
the opportunity to go to this many shows 
all around the world, then come home 
and share them with my readers is beyond 

exciting.”
 Since she was an infant, Eléna has 
been living an eccentric lifestyle. She was 
born in New York City but moved to 
Southern California and grew up in her 
father’s photography lab, where her pas-
sions began. By the age of 7, she learned 
the art of photography. She observed and 
quickly mastered photographic printing, 
hand retouching and hand coloring and 
by the age of 8, managed to execute her 
first photo exhibit.
 Her parents have always been avid 
travelers and have exposed Eléna to all 
aspects of the world and its cultures. 
After moving all over the United States, 
Eléna convinced her parents to move to 
Greece, staying true to her roots. They 
lived on the island of Corfu for four years, 
which allowed Eléna to acclimate to the 
Mediterranean and explore Europe to the 
fullest with various excursions.
 After moving back to the United 
States, Eléna attended most of high school 
and college in New Jersey. She graduated 
from Rider in 2004 with a Bachelor of 

See APO, p. 4
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Coming
Up ...

Friday, Feb. 18
The Last Days of Judas Iscariot, 
7 p.m., Yvonne Theater, $10 
adults and $5 students/seniors 
(general admission). Available 
only at the door.

Pub Night, 9 p.m., BLC Pub

Saturday, Feb. 19
VITA Program, 12:30 p.m., 
BLC Room 14

OCL Craft Night, 6 p.m., 
SRC

The Last Days of Judas Iscariot, 
8 p.m., Yvonne Theater, $20 
adults and $10 students/
seniors (general admission). 
Available only at the door.

Monday, Feb. 21
Black History Month 
Dinner, 6 p.m., Gill Memorial 
Chapel, Wismer Room

Healthy Choices Wellness 
Workshop, 9 p.m., SRC 
Seminar Room

Pub Night, 9 p.m., BLC Pub

Tuesday, Feb. 22
GRE Workshop, 11:30 
a.m., Fireside Lounge. 
Students can register at www.
PrincetonReview.com/Events.

GMAT Workshop, 11:30 
a.m., Sweigart 110. Students 
can register at www.
PrincetonReview.com/Events.

Thursday, Feb. 24
Pub Night, 4:30 p.m., BLC 
Pub

LSAT Workshop, 6 p.m., 
Fireside Lounge

MCAT Workshop, 6 p.m., 
SRC Seminar Room

An Evening of Slam Poetry, 7 
p.m., Sweigart 115

Compiled by Dalton Karwacki
To list your event, e-mail
ridernews@rider.edu
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Boxes of flowers and other Valentine’s Day goodies are stacked on a table at Mail Services. 
Bobby Price, an employee, calls those who received flowers. 

No romance for Mail Services
 On Valentine’s Day, 
Mail Services was crowded 
with romance-inspired gifts, 
but the mail room is gener-
ally brimming with packages 
waiting to be delivered, said 
Alice Liput, a Mail Services 
employee.  

 Liput said that FedEx 
arrived at 8:35 a.m. on 
Valentine’s Day with 17 boxes 
of flowers. Around 10 a.m., 
UPS arrived with even more 
containers of flowers as well 
as packages containing can-
dies and chocolate-covered 

strawberries. 
 Several independent 
deliveries were made as well, 
including a large monkey bal-
loon with a stuffed monkey, a 
chocolate bar and additional 
balloons.  
 



the amount of waste recorded 
since Feb. 6 only counted as a 
“trial period” for the competi-
tion, Rider has already seen a 
significant drop in actual trash 
compared to past years.
 According to the 
RecycleMania website, 
RecycleManiacs.org, there are 
four different categories a college 
can compete under. The catego-
ries include Grand Champion 
and Waste Minimization, as 
well as four separate targeted 
material categories, which focus 
on paper, corrugated cardboard, 
bottles and cans, and food ser-
vice organics.
 Greenberg said the most 
important category for Rider is 
Waste Minimization.
 “We look at this a lot 
because obviously our goal is 
to reduce waste. There are 142 
schools participating in that 
competition,” she said.
 Another important focus of 
the competition for Rider is the 
ability to record the amount of 
food waste the school produces. 
For this part of the competi-
tion, the results are calculated 
per capita. This way Rider is 
able to compete against both 
larger and smaller universities.
 Looking at the results 
recorded from the week of Feb. 
6, Rider is holding its own 
against other schools, such as 
Rutgers.  
 “With the food waste, 
in the first week we did nine 
tons. That came out to be 2.74 
pounds per student,” Greenberg 
said. “Rutgers did 2.8 pounds 
so we were right behind them. 
Princeton University recorded 
2.5 pounds per student. So, we 
were actually ahead of Princeton 
and just behind Rutgers. It’s a 
really good comparison.”
 So what exactly do these 

results mean for Rider?
 According to Greenberg, 
it can save the school money 
because it’s “cheaper to haul 
food waste than it is to take 
trash to the landfill.” 
 This year, Rider’s food 
waste will go to Wilmington 
Organic Recycling Center in 
Wilmington, Del., where it will 
be turned into compost, which 
is then used as organic fertilizer.

“Not only is it a dollar sav-
ings but it’s an environmental 
savings,” Greenberg said. “We 
don’t have food going and sit-
ting in a landfill causing meth-
ane gas.”
 Also recorded during 
RecycleMania’s first week was 
the percentage of recyclable 
waste the school produced. 
 Rider is reported to have 
accumulated 67 percent of recy-
clable waste. Drew University 
reported 72 percent and Rutgers 
had only 52 percent recyclable 
waste. 
 Although this is Rider’s 
fourth year participating in 
RecycleMania, according to 
the website, the competition 
itself has been going on since 
2001. RecycleMania was only 
between two colleges at first, 
Ohio University and Miami 
University, but has continued 

to grow in size each year. By 
2009, 510 schools were partici-
pating in the competition.
 Greenberg predicts that 
this will be Rider’s most suc-
cessful year yet.
 “Just based on the trial, I 
think we are going to do really 
well this year,” she said. “I think 
this is going to be our best 
year.”
 Even if Rider doesn’t win 
RecycleMania, the main goal of 
the competition is about raising 
awareness. 
 “So far, we have sent out an 
e-mail blast and have an ad on 
Axis TV that will run the full 
eight weeks of RecycleMania,” 
said Amanda Pinto, who is a 
graduate assistant for sustain-
ability at Rider. “In Daly’s, 
Cranberry’s, and the Dining 
Commons we have ads in the 
napkin holders. There is also 
a vinyl banner hung up in 
Daly’s, along with a chart where 
the Eco-Reps will record the 
results each week and compare 
them to four other New Jersey 
schools that are participating 
in RecycleMania. We are also 
having a PSA video contest that 
started this week.”
 Aside from advertising the 
competition, there are plans to 
work with the Greek Houses 

on campus and to have small 
events and information sessions 
about recycling in the upcom-
ing weeks.

“There’s definitely been a 
difference,” said Greenberg of 
the results being reported. “The 
Eco-Reps do trash room audits 
and just from the beginning of 
last year to the end of last year, 
and then to now, people are 
getting so much better about 
putting the recycling in the 
recycling cans.”

Lawrenceville Eco-Rep 
junior Brenna Simonson 
believes that RecycleMania is 
off to a great start. 

“We performed exception-
ally better last year than the year 
before, and this year looks like 
it is going to top that, thanks 
in part to the new food waste 
recycling program in Daly’s 
and Cranberry’s,” she said. “We 
hope that this competition will 
help to raise awareness through-
out the Rider campus about 
recycling in general and encour-
age more people to do their part 
to help the environment.”
 RecycleMania will continue 
until April 2. For more informa-
tion about the PSA contest, stu-
dents can e-mail Amanda Pinto 
at pintoa@rider.edu.

Security BriefS
Chronic capture

 Two male residents found 
themselves in hot water with 
Public Safety and local police 
when one male staff member 
followed his nose last week-
end. 
 On Saturday, Feb. 12, 
at 11:04 p.m., Public Safety 
was dispatched to Conover 
Hall following the report of a 
possible drug violation. 
 A male staff member 
told the officers that he had 
smelled what he thought was 
marijuana coming from a 
room.
 Officers knocked on the 
door and questioned one resi-
dent while additional officers 
outside observed the other 
resident sneaking out of the 
window with a box. 
 What was suspected to 
be marijuana and drug para-
phernalia were found inside 
the container. 
 The students have been 
charged with violating the 
university drug policy. 

Alcohol violation

 An underage female was 
found to be having too good 
a time at an event in the BLC 
last weekend.
 On Sunday, Feb. 13, at 
4:05 p.m., Public Safety was 
dispatched to the Cavalla 
Room on the report of an 
alcohol violation. 
 Officers met with a 
female staff member who 
said that a female student 
appeared to be intoxicated.
 Based on the officers’ 
observations, an ambulance 
was called. The student was 
transported to a nearby hos-
pital for further evaluation 
and treatment. 
 The student has been 
charged with violating the 
alcohol policy. 

Bump in the night

 A female student woke 
up to a painful surprise last 
weekend after falling out of 
her bed. 
 On Sunday, Feb. 13, at 
7:52 p.m., Public Safety was 
dispatched to Switlik Hall on 
the report of a medical emer-
gency. 
 A female resident said 
that she had fallen out of bed 
in the middle of the night. 
When she woke up, her face 
was swollen and bruised and 
she had sustained a small cut. 
 Officers transported her 
to a nearby hospital where 
she was treated and released. 

Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.
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It’s your future. It’s your career. It’s your move.
Montclair State University. The winning

strategy for your graduate degree.
In these challenging times, every move you make to advance your career
becomes critical to your success. Motivated individuals looking to take the
next step have pursued graduate education at Montclair State for over 
75 years. Our outstanding faculty, nearly 100 innovative, real-world 
programs, and state-of-the-art facilities will help you build a unique blend
of knowledge and skills to help you stand out from the crowd. Best of all,
you can count on us to be with you every step of the way, from the 
time you apply and are admitted, straight through to the day you receive
your graduate degree.

Montclair State University. Advanced thinking that advances careers.

1 Normal Avenue  •  Montclair, NJ 07043  •  montclair.edu/graduate

GRADUATE OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, February 27, 2011

University Hall
12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Register online at montclair.edu/graduate
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The remnants of food on the conveyor belt at Daly’s travel to the kitchen.  According to Sustain-
ability Coordinator Melissa Greenberg, Rider composted 9 tons of food waste last week.



The brothers of Sigma 
Phi Epsilon (SPE) were pre-
sented with the Residential 
Community Leadership 
(RCL) award last Saturday at 
Carlsons Leadership Academy 
in Stamford, Conn., by the 
national headquarters of SPE.

The RCL Award is a pres-
tigious honor. Fewer than 40 
of the 283 national chapters of 
SPE have received it.

“To obtain RCL status, a 
chapter must have a good rela-
tionship with a faculty member, 
personal and academic develop-
ment for all members, a clean 
and presentable fraternity house 
conducive for learning, and 
good relationships with alumni 
and volunteers,” explained RCL 
chairman sophomore Stephen 
Eastburn. 
 The university’s chap-
ter went above and beyond to 
exceed these standards. As a part 
of the academic development 
requirement, SPE increased the 
minimum GPA for members 
to a 2.85. This average is .35 
higher than the university obli-
gates a student to have in order 
to join a Greek-letter organiza-
tion. 
 The fraternity also set a 
minimum cumulative GPA of 
3.05 for members of the execu-
tive board. SPE also directed 
multiple new academic pro-
grams to meet the award’s scho-
lastic standards.
 “Over the past few semes-
ters, the chapter has imple-
mented several initiatives to 
challenge their members aca-
demically. They initiated the 

‘Fantasy Academics’ program 
which places members with 
higher GPAs as mentors to 
members with lower GPAs to 
encourage them to do better. 
Each fantasy academic team 
then strives to gain the highest 
GPA among the groups,” said 
SPE’s house director, Jacquelyn 
Wonsey. 
 In addition to these incen-
tive programs, the fraternity 
attended lectures and discus-
sions about ethics and ethical 
decision-making from its fac-
ulty fellow, Todd Weber.
 “He is very involved with 
the lives of the brothers, from 
setting up dinners where we 
can all get together to starting 
a chapter book club. He would 
also meet with us almost weekly 
about improving the chapter,” 
Eastburn said.
 The fraternity began its 
application for the RCL award 
during the 2009-2010 school 
year. With the combined efforts 
of all the brothers and help 
from Weber, SPE was able to 
meet the requirements neces-
sary to win the award.
 Another key aspect of qual-
ifying for the RCL award was 
the participation in leadership 
activities outside of the frater-
nity. 
 Leadership was an integral 
part of the application, calling 
for members of the fraternity 
to play a role in the community 
that surrounds the fraternity. 
Currently, leadership positions 
that the brothers of Rider’s SPE 
hold include SGA President, 
SGA Treasurer, Greek Life 
President, Interfraternal 
Council President, Office of 

Greek Life Risk Management 
Chair, Appeals Council 
Chairman as well as multiple 
Resident Advisors. 
 The final component of the 
RCL application is maintaining 
good relationships with alumni 
and volunteers.
 “We have a volunteer group 
for our fraternity known as the 
AVC, or Alumni Volunteer 
Corporation. This group meets 
monthly to help improve the 
lives of our undergraduate 
chapter. They are very involved 
with our chapter operations,” 
Eastburn said.
 Wonsey complimented the 
men on their hard work and 
efforts toward bettering them-
selves and their organization. 
  “As their house director 
I am especially proud of the 
chapter and where it is going,” 
she said. “The men of the NJ 
Zeta chapter work hard to 
challenge the ‘frat-boy’ image 
and emulate the true meaning 
of fraternity. They constantly 
show themselves as leaders in 
their organization, on campus 
and academically. We are all 
very proud and excited for this 
accomplishment.” 

ment directly on the incident or 
name the two students respon-
sible. However, the Registrar’s 
office confirmed that the two 
students are no longer enrolled 
at the university.
 The e-mail sent by APO in 
January stated that all members 
of APO would be required to 
contribute money to help make 
up the stolen funds. It said 
that the rest would be recouped 
through additional fundraisers 
throughout the semester.
 “The board is asking that 
to make up the bulk of the 
lost money, every member owes 
$10 to keep their status in the 
organization,” the e-mail said. 
“This may seem unfair and be 
rash, but this is what it means 
to be part of an organization.”
 APO originally extend-
ed an offer for whoever was 
responsible to return the money 

without facing repercussions. 
According to a second e-mail 
sent out by the organization a 
few weeks later, APO never had 
to resort to this.
 “Our offer for the money 
under the door is no longer an 
option for a reprieve,” it said. 
“As explained in the meeting, 
the offer was contingent upon 
the amount of information we 
could not predict we would or 
would not receive in the follow-
ing two weeks.”
 Dean of Students Anthony 
Campbell confirmed that the 
money had been returned.
 “From what I know the 
money was the proceeds from 
Saturday Night Live with Alpha 
Psi,” he said. “The individu-
als have been identified, the 
money has been recovered and 
returned to the organization.”
 A source close to APO 
lamented the fact this incident 
came at a cost to all 97 APO 
members.
 “People break the law; they 

get yelled at,” the source said. 
“It’s a shame that those involved 
broke the trust of their closest 
friends, but that has to do with 
maturity, which will happen 
by growing up. Hopefully this 
helps them to do so.”
 The departure of two cast 
members so close to the open-
ing of the show left those in 
charge scrambling. There were 
no understudies for the vacated 
roles of Yusef El-Fayoumy and 
Caiaphas the Elder, according 
to Mills.
 “We did not cast under-

studies for the show because 
I have never had to use an 
understudy for a show in my 
20 years at Rider; this is a first,” 
she said. “About a week ago, we 
needed to cast two understud-
ies for smaller character parts 
and give them leads. It has been 
an incredibly difficult time for 
them and for the entire cast but 
they have really come through.”
 Mills also noted that in 
many regional and Broadway 
theaters, understudies are cast, 
but not in all. Typically, under-
studies will have longer to 

prepare for a show. Assistant 
stage manager  sophomore Alex 
Boyle described the duties of a 
standard understudy.
  “Throughout the rehearsal 
process, the understudy will 
study the lines and blocking of 
the part they are covering. In 
the event that the original actor 
playing the role he or she can’t 
perform, the understudy will 
take over,” she said. 
 The role of Yusef 
El-Fayoumy will be played 
by freshman Greg Clark. 
Sophomore Tom Garvin will 
perform the role of Caiaphas 
the Elder. Clark’s original role 
of Butch Honeywell will be 
played by junior Chris Bober. 
 See p. 6 for a review of The 
Last Days of Judas Iscariot.
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Academic achievements earn
Sigma Phi Epsilon an honor
By Katie Zeck

‘It’s a shame that those 
involved broke the trust of 
their closest friends.’

-A source close to APO
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Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program (VITA) advisor 
Professor Don Shaw assists seniors Lindsay Siciliano and 
Tim Schuster in preparing tax returns on Tuesday, Feb. 8, in 
Bart Luedeke Center, Room 14.  VITA allows student volun-
teers to prepare income tax returns for senior citizens and 
low income individuals.  VITA will be held again on Saturday 
in BLC, Room 14 at 12:30 p.m.

Accounting students
take on taxing project

Be sure to check theridernews.
com for our weekly blogs on 
everything from sports to pho-
tography to life as a freshman.

Read
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 If the walls at Rider could 
talk, they would definitely be 
polyglots based on the number 
of languages spoken and taught 
here. Conversations occur here 
in many languages, Chinese in 
particular.
 Rider’s partnership with 
the Shanghai-based Sanda 
University has led many 
Chinese students to temporar-
ily call Rider’s Lawrenceville 
campus their home away from 
home. In contrast to the major-
ity of Rider students, who hail 
from New Jersey, New York or 
Pennsylvania, going home on 
the weekends is not an option. 
 But this doesn’t seem to be 
a problem for senior Pearl Xie.
 “We think the campus life 
is really colorful, and also [there 
are] so many social activities,” 
she said. “We feel [U.S. stu-
dents] are more independent. 
You can do a lot of things 
according to your own [sched-
ule].”
 Si Ting Fan, a senior 
international business major 
from Zhè Jiāng, a province 
near Shanghai in the People’s 
Republic of China, noticed a 
few differences between Sanda, 
where she began her education, 
and Rider, the school where she 
is currently enrolled. 

 “There are not as many 
people at Rider,” Fan said.
 Rider is the smaller of the 
two colleges with approximate-
ly 5,700 students, including 
its graduate students between 
the two campuses. Sanda has 
10,000 students 
 According to Sanda’s web-
site, negotiations between Rider 
and Sanda began in 1998. The 
first group of 23 students came 
to Rider in spring 2005. The 
students were all business stu-
dents, juniors in their sixth 
semester who came to the 
school for a year in the United 
States before returning to Sanda 
to complete their educations 
and graduate there. 
 Today the program has 
changed slightly, but it remains 
academically oriented around 
Rider’s College of Business 
Administration, with the stu-
dents majoring in subjects like 
international business, account-
ing or business administration. 
It is the business program that 
brought Fan to Rider. 
 Lillian Tao, a senior Sanda 
student, noticed large differ-
ences in her classes.
 “The students are more 
interested with the professors,” 
she said. “The professors are 
really very nice and knowledge-
able.”
 However, the two schools 

share many similarities.
 Both are private univer-
sities, meaning they are not 
supported by the government. 
Both have two campuses. 
Rider was founded as Trenton 
Business College following the 
Civil War by Andrew J. Rider. 
Sanda was founded by a group 
of professors who used funding 
from the private sector in 1992. 
It was the first private university 
to be founded under its current 
communist government. 
 The partnership between 
Rider and Sanda is fairly new, 
having been forged in 2002.

 “Business is a hot major in 
China,” Fan said.
 The desire to do well in 
their careers is what drives stu-
dents to try to get into cer-
tain high schools to help ensure 
they get into a good college. 
This is a change from the U.S., 
where most students attend 
high school in their district and 
usually only private secondary 
schools require an application 
process. 
 Fan will return to China 
after she completes her studies 
at Rider. In her home country, 
she plans to begin her career. 

Fan’s parents and younger 
brother are at her home in 
Zhè Jiāng. She finds being in 
another country without them 
lonely, but has considered the 
possibility of coming to live in 
the U.S.
 “I like the freedom,” she 
said. “People here are friendly 
and polite.”
 For now, Fan seems content 
with having fulfilled her child-
hood dream of seeing America 
and broadening her horizons. 

Arts in Communication and a concentration in Radio 
and TV.
 “I loved my experience at Rider and felt it very 
much contributed to the success of my future,” Eléna 
said. “I worked at the TV studio so I was always able to 
spend hours video editing and had access to excellent 
equipment. My professors were always ready and will-
ing to answer my questions and to encourage me when 
I wanted to go the extra mile.”
 After graduating, she ventured to New York City 
where she became a video producer and editor while 
freelancing as a fashion stylist and creative director.
 Aside from loving photography and art, Eléna 
always had a passion for journalism and TV produc-
tion at Rider. Dr. Barry Janes, a communication pro-
fessor, observed her ability to go above and beyond.
 “She was a very good student,” Janes said. “I also 
remember her having a really positive attitude. She 
definitely had the drive and the talent to succeed.”
 Because of this unstoppable drive, Eléna went on 
to win the Sunglass Hut blogging contest. Although 
many bloggers fight to define themselves as journalists, 
Eléna doesn’t want to.
 As the winner of the contest, Eléna finds the battle 
between bloggers and journalists ungrounded.
 “Bloggers are not exclusively journalists and are 
therefore not in direct competition with the journalism 
world,” she said. “Blogging is a new medium of com-
munication that serves a different purpose and employs 
different methods. To frown upon blogging is silly, as 
the majority of bloggers do what they do out of sheer 
passion for their subject matter, which is a beautiful 
thing and not something to be looked down on.”
 Eléna’s blog, Vogue Gone Rogue, was the jumping 

off point of her success. It features a variety of fashion 
posts, videos and pictures created by Eléna herself.
 “I always loved fashion growing up but hadn’t con-
sidered it as a career until I moved to New York City,” 
Eléna said. “Design has always been important to me, 
but being in New York made me realize exactly how 
fashion interacts with the world and I found that to be 
very inspiring.”
 Eléna’s friend informed her of the contest in 
September and she immediately decided to participate. 
It was a journey through four elimination processes, all 

of which she embarked on wholeheartedly.
 “Creating posts, interacting with readers, the ebb 
and flow of the entire blogging process is something I 
wanted to do professionally,” Eléna said. “The fact that 
it was for Sunglass Hut made it intriguing as sunglasses 
have always been an important accessory to me.”
 First, Eléna and the other applicants were asked 
to submit a one-minute video that detailed why they 
thought they could be Sunglass Hut’s Ultimate Fashion 
Blogger. Then, she was interviewed by Linsey Careers, 
the designated recruiter from Sunglass Hut for the con-
test. In early November, the videos were released and 
viewers voted on which one they thought was the best; 
Eléna was chosen as one of the 10 finalists.
 Each of the finalists had a couple of days to work 
with the Megaplayer’s technicians and design team to 
customize his or her own personal contest blogs. On 
Dec. 1, each of the 10 finalists’ blogs went live.
 “We blogged every day in an attempt to show our 
style, multimedia chops, writing ability, fashion knowl-
edge and community building skills,” Eléna said. “The 
winner was officially announced on Jan. 12. I had been 
notified a few days before by telephone, which was very 
exciting because I was told I had won by a room full of 
people including many of the judges.”
 After Eléna was chosen, she was awarded the 
impressive package. In addition to the $100,000, Eléna 
will be given a $1,000 monthly styling allowance, a 
rent-free furnished luxury apartment in New York City 
to stay in, invites to international Fashion Weeks and 
VIP passes to fashion events.
  Although Eléna has experienced Fashion Week 
before, this time it’ll be an entirely different experience.
 “Being able to blog professionally on this level is 
something I’ve never had the opportunity to do before 
and it’s one of the first blogger jobs of its kind,” she 
said. “I’m very excited to be doing something I love so 
much for a company I truly respect.” 
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Students find home abroad at Rider

Courtesy of voguegonerogue.com

Eléna poses during one of her fashion shoots.

By Jess Scanlon

Kaitlin MacRae/The Rider News

Seniors Lillian Tao and Pearl Xie listen to a lecture in their in-depth reporting class.

Dream Job
Continued from p. 1



 As the Academy Awards approach 
on Feb. 27, many movies are put in the 
spotlight because of their ability to “wow” 
audiences. One movie in particular, The 
King’s Speech, has managed to gain the 
most buzz around campus and seemingly 
dominate all predictions for Best Picture 
of the Year.
 To the average college student, British 
period films focusing on the private lives 
of royalty aren’t exactly the focus of rela-
tive interest. The King’s Speech lacks noth-
ing in its portrayal of these seemingly 
mundane subjects, presenting them in 
such a way that the viewer cannot help but 
feel a part of them. 
 Colin Firth (Mamma Mia!) plays 
King George VI, although this isn’t his 
title from the beginning. George is origi-
nally addressed as Prince Albert, known 
to others as “Berty.” He is second-in-line 
to the throne when his father dies, but has 
the position thrust upon him when his 
brother, played by Guy Pearce (The Road), 
runs away with an American woman, 
abdicating the throne.
 That alone would have even the most 
stoic prince a bit unnerved, but the prob-

lem is only exacerbated by Berty’s most 
noticeable characteristic: a stammer. Berty 
is stricken by a terrible speech impedi-
ment that causes him, at times, to choke 
on words, simply unable to force them 
out. This is made worse by the recent 
growth of mass media and the radio. As 
King, Albert must speak for the people. 
The only problem is, he can’t speak.
 After seeing a multitude of speech 
therapists, his wife, the eventual Queen 
Elizabeth, played by Helena Bonham 
Carter (Alice in Wonderland) seeks out 
Lionel Logue, who uses unorthodox and 
questionable methods to rid stammer-
sufferers of their condition. Logue, played 
brilliantly by Geoffrey Rush (The Warrior’s 
Way), is a former actor, still striving to 
attain a role in theater, and agrees to meet 
with the King only if it can be done on 
his terms. This means in his office and as 
equals. 
 Albert is quickly turned off by this 
commoner’s disregard for social standings, 
and so begins the ebb and flow of his 
work with Logue, a disappointing series 
of events that borders on predictable. 
This proves to be the film’s only (forgive 
me) stammer, as the quality of acting eas-
ily makes up for the repetition of events 
common to any film exploring themes of 
personal growth through uncomfortable 

circumstances.
 Carter is fantastic in what seems like 
her first non-gothic role in years, finally 
escaping her Sweeney Todd/Harry Potter 
tangle of hair and darkness, while Rush 
is refreshing and at times happy-go-lucky. 
He uses his sly personality to lead Albert 
through a series of emotions in an attempt 
to create what the King has always lacked: 
confidence.
 As wonderful as the supporting cast 
is, the real pleasure comes from watching 
Firth’s performance. Scenes in which he 
appears capture the audience, and those 
without him leave the viewer anticipating 
his return. One would swear that Firth 
himself had a stammer, his performance is 
so convincing. He is a joy to watch.
 The King’s Speech is in ways the perfect 
buddy movie, pitting the stoic, stuck-up 
aristocrat against the underdog commoner 
with the heart of gold, and the formula 
works effortlessly. The two play off each 
other brilliantly and they are simply fun to 
watch. The King’s Speech may be a British 
period piece, but it would be a real shame 
if, because of a lack of explosions, car 
chases and super-robots, this movie failed 
to get the recognition it deserves. Do 
yourself a favor and see The King’s Speech 
and remember what cinema is supposed to 
be.

 Although the conventional New Year has already passed, 
Rider recognized and celebrated the Year of the Rabbit for the 
Chinese New Year on Feb. 12.
 Upon entering the Cavalla Room in the BLC, people were 
immersed in the Chinese culture.
 The room itself was simply decorated with traditional 
Chinese trinkets such as lanterns, colorful balloons and bright 
accessories. Behind the stage was a large banner that read “Happy 
New Year.” There were many Chinese exchange students, families 
and friends who gathered in this one room.
 President Mordechai Rozanski opened the event and pro-
fessor of Communication, Dr. Minmin Wang, translated in 
Chinese.
 Afterwards, Chinese food was served for dinner. Many peo-
ple attempted to eat the traditional way with chopsticks. While 

eating, people were entertained by a plethora of performances, 
which ranged from singing, dancing, poetry, instrumental and 
various forms of martial arts. A video was also played explaining 
the Chinese New Year.
 There was a sense of pride for one’s culture. Many of those 
who attended were elegantly dressed in traditional Chinese attire. 
The Bronc acted as the DJ of the night, providing traditional 
Chinese music and even Chinese pop.
 Traditional Chinese candies were scattered about the table,  
and red envelopes with gold calligraphy were placed neatly on 
the surface with chocolate Chinese coins inside. 
 Tables were set up with activities for people to engage in such 
as paper cutting, lantern making and riddle solving.

— Monica Jaramillo

 Betrayal is never taken lightly. When 
your best friend steals your boyfriend, 
you get mad. But what if your best friend 
traded in your life for money? 
 The latest theatrical production at 
Rider explores the fate of one of Jesus 
Christ’s closest friends, Judas Iscariot. 
Most people have heard the story: Judas 
betrays Jesus and hands him over to the 
authorities for a lump sum. 
 As would be expected, Judas is sent to 
hell, but wait — is that where he’s meant 
to stay? That is the question The Last Days 
of Judas Iscariot tries to solve through a 
long and explosive trial held in purgatory. 
 “I’ve seen the show about a hundred 
times and I still find something new to 
laugh at every time,” said sophomore Alex 
Boyle, assistant stage manager of the pro-
duction. 
 The feisty defense attorney Fabiana 
Aziza Cunningham (senior Brianne 
Applegate) fights against the outrageous 
Judge Littlefield (senior Justin Kelly) to 
have The Kingdoms of Heaven and Earth 
v. Judas Iscariot heard. She gets the waiver 
signed by God, who she, despite his signa-
ture, does not believe in. This dark, ironic 
humor is displayed throughout the show. 
 Before the trial blasts off, as it most 
certainly will, we meet a few characters. 
First comes Henrietta Iscariot (sophomore 
Samantha Ferrara), a passionate mother 
who refuses to give up on her son. The 
off-the-bat dramatics are countered by a 
bit of comic relief, which is found in Saint 

Monica (junior Jill Carucci).
 This foul-mouthed saint is an exam-
ple of diversity in heaven and she shows 
the first look into Judas himself. Judas 
(freshman Dan Argese) remains catatonic 
for most of the trial, but little testimonial 
memories are weaved throughout. 
 Once the trial begins, the audience 
meets character after character that has 
either known Judas or has a professional 
opinion. Some of the more notable char-

acters include the ferocious Pontius Pilate 
(sophomore Paul Calvello) who depicts 
Judas as cowardly scum, and a cavalier 
Simon the Zealot (junior Christopher 
Reed) who suggests Judas was just fighting 
for the cause. 
 “The cast is extremely talented and 
diligent, and completely dedicated to their 
characters,” Applegate said. 
 This play is all about the characters 
in it: they create the plot, they make 

Judas’ fate and they are all important. 
The witnesses, however, aren’t passionate 
about the cause; they simply answer what 
they’re asked. The passion and convic-
tion are driven from the lawyers, Yusef 
El-Fayoumy (freshman Greg Clark) and 
Cunningham. 
 Ironically, the prosecutor who loves 
the guilty verdict is more likable than his 
defense counterpart. She really knows all 
the witnesses and makes sure to point out 

their flaws. She entices them, she mocks 
and even yells, and her drastic methods 
bring out the violent side of one man. 
 “My role as Cunningham was a bit 
of a challenge, because she had layers 
underneath her armor that I needed to 
break through,” said Applegate. “These 
layers that Cunningham has protect a very 
tender and easily bruised heart, and, like 
Judas, she needs saving, too.” 
 One aspect that sticks out was the 
portrayal of the dichotomy of Jesus’ 12 
disciples. Most of them, excluding Simon 
the Zealot, have minimal roles that, 
despite being short, give depth to Judas’ 
betrayal. Almost all of them relate how 
close Jesus and Judas were, which is where 
the play meets its emotional end in a 
tragic argument scene between Jesus and 
his best friend. 
 “As children, Judas Iscariot was 
portrayed as an evil betrayer. But this 
play sheds a different light on him, and 
we begin to understand and pity him,” 
Applegate said.
 When the play begins, it seems a 
simple trial. Judas is guilty, so he should 
spend eternity in hell, but this does not 
hold out long. This show is an excellent 
mix of drama and comedy that delves into 
controversies in a funny yet inoffensive 
manner.  
 Tickets for Judas Iscariot can be pur-
chased at the door or by calling the box office 
at (609) 896-5303 or by e-mailing ticket-
booth@rider.edu. Tonight’s preview is $5 for 
students/faculty and $10 for general admis-
sion. Regular performances are Saturday, 
Feb. 19, Friday, Feb. 25, and Saturday, Feb. 
26. Tickets for these shows are $10 for stu-
dents/faculty and $20 for general admission. 

FILM REVIEW

The dark side of humor exposed in ‘Judas’

Maggie Sarlo/ The Rider News

Fabiana Aziza Cunningham (senior Brianne Applegate) and Simon the Zealot (junior Christopher Reed) defend Judas at trial.

Anticipated ‘King’ of the Oscars

Photos courtesy of Rachel Gouk

Left: Students enjoy the extensive buffet provided with all of the essential Chinese 
staples, such as lo mein, fried rice and dumplings. Above: Sophomore William You 
displays his karate skills as he breaks a wooden block with his bare foot.
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See Saw Films

Colin Firth embraces the character of King George VI in his striking performance.

By Michael Potts

By Cathleen Leitch

The
Rider News

 Choral groups from Rider University and Westminster Choir College sang their hearts out in the International Championship 
of Collegiate A Cappella (ICCA) Mid-Atlantic Quarterfinals on Feb. 12.
 The competition included nine different a cappella groups from the region, including Westminster’s Deaftones and Rider’s 
Vocalmotion. Each was given 12 minutes to perform and were judged on arrangements, choreography, intonation and around 15 
other categories.
 Deaftones sang “Gravity” by Sara Bareilles and “Paradise by the Dashboard Light” by Meat Loaf. Vocalmotion sang five songs, 
including Beyonce’s “If I Were a Boy” and Bon Jovi’s “You Give Love a Bad Name.”
 Vocalmotion won second place and is advancing to the semifinals, which will take place March 26 at 8 p.m. at Rutgers.

A cappella unites the campuses

Photo courtesy of Matt Barron

Vocalmotion members Meredith Bleemer, Matt Barron, Elena Camp, Tina Cartaino, Rajeer Alford, Richard Crandle, Troy John-
son, Samantha Ferrara and Conor Fallon sing “That Lonesome Road” by James Taylor at the ICAA Mid-Atlantic Quarterfinals.

Celebrating the Year of the Rabbit

THEATER REVIEW



Everyone makes mistakes. But sometimes people behave 
without thinking about the consequences, and how their 
actions will affect other people.

 In last week’s article, “Arrest leaves Rider down one wrestler,” 
The Rider News reported that four Rider University students 
broke into a car over winter break, stealing objects valued at 
$120. The four of them are no longer enrolled at Rider, but the 
damage is done. One of the four, Tyler Smith, was a star on the 
wrestling team and his actions are bringing negative attention to 
himself, to the team and to the university.  
 The university doesn’t need or want the negative press 
brought on by reckless behavior. In the case of the break-in, it 
was four students acting out. But what about when it is an entire 
organization that can be blamed for an incident? In the spring 
of 2007, freshman Gary DeVercelly Jr. tragically passed away 
after allegedly consuming close to a whole bottle of vodka. He 
was pledging the now-defunct fraternity, Phi Kappa Tau, and 
was reportedly left alone at a party. No other members of the 
fraternity thought to check to make sure he was OK, and now, 
whenever someone mentions Rider, there is always that chance 
of someone asking, “Isn’t that where that kid died?”
 Most recently, two members of Rider’s theater fraternity, 
Alpha Psi Omega, allegedly stole more than $900 from the 
group’s money box. The two members have since left the univer-
sity and been dropped from Rider’s newest play, The Last Days of 
Judas Iscariot, but the theft has clearly had an effect on those in 
the group.
 While these may be extreme examples, they prove the 
point that students need to understand the consequences of 
what they’re doing, and that those consequences affect others. 
It’s important to remember, though, that the behavior of some 
individuals is not representative of the whole. Just because a few 
members of the group did something wrong doesn’t mean that 
same behavior is reflective of other group members. 
 Students shouldn’t only be worried about how their poor 
judgment makes the university look. They should be thinking 
about how it will affect their futures as well. The four students 
associated with the break-in will be going to court on March 2 
after being charged with burglary and theft. Michael Torney, the 
former president of Phi Kappa Tau, negotiated a plea bargain 
when he went to court for being involved with DeVercelly’s 
death and was punished with three years of probation, 100 
hours of community service and alcohol counseling. With those 
incidents on their records, it will make it more challenging when 
searching for future jobs because reports of the situations will 
not go away. 
 When students behave carelessly, they need to think through 
the consequences and realize that they are not invincible. They 
will get caught and be punished, especially when they break a 
law. We don’t want others’ bad behavior passed off on us. Rider 
has had enough bad publicity over the past few years; it doesn’t 
need anymore.
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Eco-Rep Green Corner

What to throw in the compost heap
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A lesson to learn: 
Think, then act
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 Have you noticed the different green initia-
tives that the Eco-Reps at Rider are taking? So 
far, we have added recycling bins, “Turn off light 
and water” signs and Quench water systems, and 
sponsored various events educating the student 
body and much more. As some of you might 
have noticed last year, we started composting in 
the dining commons. Now we’re involved in a  
program called Wilmington Organic Recycling 
Center (WORC). This program reduces green-
house emissions as much as taking 8,800 cars off 
the roads per year would. And it is now helping 
Rider University reduce its carbon footprint.
 Some of you might be asking, “Why do we 
need to compost?” According to WORC, com-
posting is a natural process that turns organic 
material into a nutrient-rich soil amendment 
(compost) that is valuable to industries and the 
environment. Composting diverts materials away 
from landfills, which are a costly and unsustain-
able method of waste disposal. 
 According to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, buried waste is the number 
one source of human-caused methane gas, a 
potent greenhouse gas that is a major contributor 
to global warming. When organic material like 
food and yard waste decomposes in an anaero-
bic, or oxygen-free environment like a landfill, 
methane gas is produced. Since composting 
diverts these materials from landfills, it reduces 
the amount of methane gas that ends up in our 
atmosphere. Composting food waste is generally 

not an everyday activity for most Americans. 
However, we are noticing an enormous change 
in our Earth’s climate and are taking steps to help 
reduce our carbon footprint.
 You also might be asking yourself, “How do 
I know what to put in the compost?” 
 Here is a list of acceptable materials:
Food: Post-date and spoiled items, meat, fish, 
vegetables, fruits, dairy and all dry goods (pasta, 
beans, flour, rice, cereal, sugar, coffee, tea, etc.).
Paper Materials: Soiled or clean paper, card-
board (waxed or plain), egg cartons and fruit 
trays and/or paper/cardboard products.
Yard Waste: Brush, leaves, grass, clean wood, 
clearing debris, Christmas trees, stumps, bushes 
and flowers.
Paper: Tissue, paper towels, paper placemats and 
napkins. (No metal, glass, plastic or other non-
biodegradables.)
  If you have any other questions about the 
Wilmington Organic Recycling Center, please 
visit their website or feel free to contact one of 
the Eco-Reps. For more information about the 
Eco-Reps or how you can become more involved, 
please visit one of Eco-Rep Facebook pages, as 
there is a site for each of the Westminster and 
Lawrenceville branches.

- Danyel Shiflet
Westminster Eco-Rep

Visit www.theridernews.com 
to check out the latest Freshman Blog on ratemyprofessors.com.

QuotE oF thE wEEk
“We have the Bill of Rights.  What we need 
is a Bill of Responsibilities.”

   — Bill Maher



The Rider News is printed by Packet Publications, Princeton, N.J.  Our paper, purchased directly from 
North American mills, is composed of 50 percent recycled newsprint and 50 percent thermo-mechanical 
pulp (made from wood-chip and sawdust byproducts of the wood industry). Our inks are soy or mineral 
oil, not petroleum-based. Printing plates, litho film materials and silver content are recycled after use.
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Commuter Column

Student examines the real definition of a commuter

Political Face-off

How do you feel about President Obama’s progress so far?
 On the campaign trail and beyond, 
President Barack Obama was viewed not as 
a person, but rather a symbol for the people 
who were sick of bureaucratic gibberish 
and who yearned for change. As a young 
African-American senator, many U.S. citi-
zens identified with him and mistakenly 
bought the promises he made — hook, line 
and sinker.
 Don’t get me wrong; I believe that 
Obama is well-intentioned, but after the 
past two years I think he is far more adept 
at campaigning than he is at leading our 
country. 
 Part of the problem lies in expecta-
tions. In the beginning, the far left lauded 
him as the Messiah and the far right occa-
sionally compared him to the Antichrist. 
Talk about two outlandish extremes.
 While Obama condemned other poli-
ticians for lack of transparency, the con-
troversial health-care legislation was passed 
under the radar in an underhanded man-
ner. Say what you will of the bill in general, 
that is beside the point. 
 He is guilty of the same secrecy he cen-
sured others for. Congress met on Sunday, 
March 21, 2010 in order to pass the his-
toric reform, a move reserved for imminent 
emergencies in a time of war, not secretly 
pushing legislation through the Senate. The 
bill was widely viewed as dead two months 
before, hence the mystery and urgency.
 When the American public appeared 
divided, at best, after the health-care reform 
bill was introduced, Obama stated that he 
would negotiate the bill, to be televised on 
C-SPAN. This never came to fruition.
 Obama was also an advocate of bipar-
tisanship during the campaign, which is a 
common claim. He expressed a desire to 
reach across the aisle and unite the parties, 
but the House passed the health-care bill 
without Republican votes.
 Obama promised to allow five days 

of public com-
ment before 
signing bills, and 
this was not the 
case for “The 
Credit Card Bill 
of Rights,” which 
was signed a mere 
two days after 
it was passed by 
Congress.
 The presi-
dent has failed to 
follow through on his proposition to create 
a $3,000 tax credit for companies that add 
jobs. Also, the policy to allow for penalty-
free hardship withdrawals was never intro-
duced, and at this point won’t be. These are 
only a few of the promises that have not 
been kept.
 It is vital to note that Obama is not 
solely accountable for all of these failings. 
The American system is one of checks and 
balances, devised to keep the executive, 
legislative and judicial branches in check. 
However, the fact remains that as a sea-
soned politician, aware of the inner work-
ings of the system, he is acquainted with 
what are and are not pragmatic promises to 
make. 
 Obama has failed to take his limita-
tions into account, and one can see why a 
large portion of his previously fervent sup-
porters have become somewhat jaded. As 
of Feb. 12, the Rasmussen Reports showed 
that a dismal 26 percent of the nation’s 
voters strongly approved of Obama’s per-
formance as commander in chief. 
 I believe that what he has promised 
the American public and what he has 
actually been able to achieve is something 
that should be taken into consideration in 
November of 2012.

- Megan Pendagast
Sophomore English major

Republican: 
Megan Pendagast

 The late Sen. Ted Kennedy once 
said, “Never let the perfect be the 
enemy of the good.” This quote can 
succinctly describe President Barack 
Obama’s first two years in office. 
While many believe the president 
could have gone further in imple-
menting his agenda, so far Obama’s 
list of accomplishments packs con-
siderable clout.
 As it stands, health-care reform 
will cover up to 32 million people. 
It will expand Medicaid eligibility 
for people making up to 133 per-
cent of the federal poverty level, and 
young adults are now able to stay 
on their parents’ plans until they are 
26 years old. For reasons of political 
expediency, the tax on “Cadillac” 
plans and reduction in Medicare, 
payment rates won’t take place until 
later in the decade. But if future 
presidents and Congresses support 
these budget savings, then the bill 
will also be fully paid for. Regardless 
of whether health-care reform could 
have been improved by means of 
a public option, Obama definitely 
scored a major legislative victory, 
especially in light of the polarizing 
views the public holds about gov-
ernment expansion.
 Another bright spot in the 
Obama presidency has been Iraq. 
The president has managed to bring 
the conflict to a responsible end, 
with 50,000 remaining U.S. troops 
staying and assisting the Iraq army 
before leaving next year. When 
Obama took office, the nation’s 
economy was shedding 600,000 to 
700,000 jobs per month. In all like-
lihood, the passage of the econom-
ic stimulus package prevented the 
country from going into a depres-

sion, and 
has facili-
tated a 
recovery. 
 T h i s 
week, the 
F e d e r a l 
R e s e r v e 
r e v i s e d 
upwards 
its pre-
d i c t ions 
for this 
year’s economic growth to between 
3.4 and 3.9 percent. Last summer’s 
passage of Wall Street reform will 
provide more oversight to the U.S. 
financial system, derivatives in par-
ticular, which were at the heart of 
the financial collapse. 
 As Obama looks toward his 
re-election, another prominent 
issue is tax reform. Reform is likely 
to involve removing loopholes in 
return for lowering the corporate tax 
to the high 20s from its current 35 
percent. 
 Another issue is finding a bipar-
tisan overhaul to Social Security and 
Medicare. Currently, Social Security 
accounts for 4.5 percent of GDP, 
which will increase as baby boom-
ers retire, topping out at 6 percent 
by 2030. Entitlement reform may 
well entail a politically unpopular 
combination of spending cuts and 
tax increases, but these steps have to 
be taken to ensure the solvency of 
the programs. 
 Whatever the future may hold, 
a look back at the past two years of 
Obama’s presidency reveals a sound 
first term. 

- Tom Scully
Junior public relations major

Democrat:   
Tom Scully

 “I’m barely a commuter,” declared junior Michael Sciortino when discussing 
this column. This statement raised the question: How do we define being a com-
muter?
 The Association of Commuting Students (ACS), the commuter branch of the 
Student Government Association, gives its own description of a commuter — some-
one who resides off-campus. This definition is a simple one that keeps the organiza-
tion’s doors open to as many people as possible. It does not distinguish between the 
student still living with parents or the one who lives in a rental with roommates.
 Asking what makes a commuter is not as simple a question as it seems. The 
common thread is not residing in the residence halls. The reason behind this deci-
sion varies from person to person. 
 Some feel that they live too close to Rider to justify the cost of housing. Others 
prefer to get their own place so they do not have to move out during the breaks. 
Some are part-time or continuing studies students. These are only a few of many 
reasons people choose to commute. 
 “Aren’t you a commuter?” is another question asked time and time again when 
on campus after class ends or on weekends. Despite the perception that commuters 
just leave when classes end, some commuters do stay to study, work, attend events 
and/or socialize. This is why Sciortino calls himself “barely a commuter,” because of 
the amount of time he spends on campus. A former resident who switched to com-
muting, many of his friends still reside on campus.
 In this sense, I am no different. Many of my friends are residents as well. After 
five semesters as a commuter, having started out as one as a freshman, the only sub-
stantial difference that exists between a commuter student and a resident is where 

each sleeps at night.
 There are commuters who work on campus, who are involved in various extra-
curricular activities and who are members of Greek Life. Others leave campus as 
soon they get to the Commuter Lot from the Academic Quad. There are residents 
who do the exact same thing, except they go to their dorms after class instead of 
going home.
 The perception that commuters are just here for class really needs to be 
addressed and corrected. To quote junior Gabrielle Mascio, the current ACS vice 
president, “We’re Rider students, too.” 
 Commuters pay the same tuition and fees, minus housing, of course, so to 
attend the same events or to spend a late night in Moore Library or the Bronc Diner 
shouldn’t really be that surprising, especially when many commuters are involved in 
the planning of events.
 For example, the most recent MAACness was a success in part because of the 
members of ACS running some of the carnival games that night. The upcoming 
University Ball has commuter members on its planning board as well.
 Yet, I digress. The point of this column is neither the representation nor the 
perception of commuters on campus, but the definition of a “commuter” itself. 
Working off the simplistic definition utilized by ACS of “someone who does not live 
on campus,” simply add a student and a fellow member of the Rider community to 
provide a decent working meaning of the term. 

- Jess Scanlon
Junior journalism major



 
 

 Finally, Rider (22-5) was 
able to square off against the 
opponent that defeated them 
in the championship game a 
year ago:  the UMBC Retrievers 
(20-8). The Broncs wanted 
to play with as much tenac-
ity and grit that it would take 
in order to topple their oppo-
nent that snatched the glory 
out of their hands a year before. 
Unfortunately, however, there 
would be no redemption for 
the Broncs, as they lost to the 
Retrievers, 7-4, before coming 
back and defeating Alvernia 
University (13-8) the next 
night, 5-3. The win finished 
a record-setting season for the 
Broncs with their 22nd win, 
most ever in a season.
 Rider would be on the 
offensive first in the game, with 
sophomore Frank Garvey and 
junior Connor Dragone put-
ting the Broncs up on top 2-0 
at the end of the first. 
 “At the end of the first 
period I told the guys that they 
were going to come out fast and 
try to get a quick goal to stop 
our momentum,” said senior 
captain D.J. Nork.

 UMBC would come out 
for the second period flying, 
scoring four unanswered goals 
and taking the lead on a shell-
shocked Rider team.
  “It was only a matter of 
time until UMBC would 
wake up and start playing the 

way they are capable,” Nork 
said. “We knew that they could 
score goals, especially on the 
power play because they move 
the puck great.  I wish we could 
have come out with a better 
start in the second and would 
have changed up the lines after 

the goals were scored.”
 With the start of the third 
period and trailing 5-3, the 
Broncs were hoping for a strong 
20 minutes to finally capitalize 
on their opponent’s mistakes 
and skate away with the victory. 
All the wind would fall from 
the sails of the Broncs though 
as the Retrievers would score a 
short-handed goal, and would 
add another one in the frame 
to put an end to the game, and 
walk away with the 7-4 victory. 
 With the difficult loss fresh 
in its mind, Rider would have 
to take to the ice again the next 
night and play one more game 
against Alvernia.
 Possibly suffering a hang-
over from the previous night’s 
defeat, the Broncs let the 
Crusaders hang around in 
this game longer than they 
should have, which made for 
a tighter finish than the Broncs 
are used to. Freshman Dylan 
Duffy, senior Mike Weaver and 
Dragone scored through the 
first two periods, but the score 
remained tied at three. In the 
third period, Rider relied on 
strong goaltending and veteran 
leadership to secure the win. 
Junior Alex Schon and Garvey 
would seal the deal for the 
Broncs as they were able to pol-

ish off the Crusaders and end 
the regular season 22-5.
 “As a team I think we have 
so much to be proud of,” said 
Dragone. “A 22-5 record is 
not an easy thing to achieve at 
all. Setting a Rider University 
record for most wins in a sea-
son was a great accomplishment 
that this team will be remem-
bered for and should always 
be proud of. The coaches did a 
great job of getting us ready for 
every game and every player did 
their part to contribute. From 
training camp in August until 
today, this group has never 
stopped working hard and they 
have all done a phenomenal 
job.”
 However, this was only the 
first part of the journey for the 
Broncs. Now they will prepare 
for the MACHA playoffs in 
hopes of coming home with the 
championship that has eluded 
them. In the first round, tonight 
Rider will face off against 
Rowan University (13-14-3), a 
team the Broncs defeated earlier 
this season twice, 7-4 and 7-6. 
All of the MACHA playoffs 
will be held at the Loucks Ice 
Center which is located on the 
Lawrenceville School’s campus. 
The puck drops at 8:15. 

By David Pavlak

ICE HOCKEY
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Rider seeks title after setting win record

Helen Mannion/The Rider News

Senior D.J. Nork compiled 42 assists, breaking a Rider record.  
The Broncs defeated Alvernia in the final game of the season. 



 

 This past week, the wom-
en’s basketball team looked to 
gain more momentum from its 
previous victory in double over-
time, but instead the Broncs 
came up short in both games 
despite tough efforts. Rider fell 
66-55 against Fairfield (17-8, 
10-4) Saturday and 57-44 to 
Siena (10-14, 8-6) on Monday.
 Rider is competing this 
weekend in upstate New York, 
facing last place Niagara (1-24, 
0-14 MAAC) tonight at 7 p.m. 
and then traveling to Canisius 
(8-17, 4-10 MAAC) on Sunday 
with the tip off at 2 p.m. 
 The Broncs are still fight-
ing for their seeding in the 
upcoming MAAC tournament, 
making the next two games 
critical.
 “Our preparation is very 
important and we must improve 
over these last few weeks, so we 
are heading into the tourna-
ment ready,” said Milligan.
 Currently, Rider (3-22 
overall) is tied for 8th place in 
the standings with Saint Peter’s, 
compiling three conference 
wins and 11 league losses. 
 “Our expectation for every 
game is to win, and in order to 
do that, we must be  prepared 
and work hard at both ends of 
the floor for 40 minutes,” said 
head coach Lynn Milligan. “We 
came up a little short in both 
games.”
 The fourth-year coach 
believes the Broncs need to 
compete from start to finish.
 “Against Fairfield and Siena 
we didn’t put a full 40 minutes 
together,” she said. “We had 
spots of very good basketball 
but not enough of them to win 

the games.”
 Last Saturday, Rider 
couldn’t handle Fairfield, the 
fourth-place team in the MAAC. 
The Broncs trailed the Stags the 
entire game, but closed the gap 
to 53-49 with 6:59 left in the 
game when sophomore Alyssa 
Parsons scored five points. But 
Fairfield extended its lead and 
cruised to a double-digit vic-
tory.
 Last week’s MAAC rook-
ie of the week, freshman 
MyNeshia McKenzie, posted 
her second double-double in 
a row, scoring 14 points and 
having 10 rebounds in the 
loss. Also, sophomore Shereen 
Lightbourne scored 11 points 
and grabbed a career-best seven 
rebounds.
 The Broncs then came up 
short again on Monday night 
against Siena, the fifth-place 

squad in the conference.
 McKenzie once again 
led the team in scoring and 
notched a double-double for 
the third game in a row, scoring 
a season-best 21 points and 10 
rebounds. Sophomore Caitlin 
Bopp also played well, scoring 
nine points and grabbing 10 
rebounds.
 With 4:41 left in the game, 
the Broncs closed the Saints’ 
lead to 14 points, 51-37, with a 
three-point shot by Parsons, but 
that was the closest they were all 
game to closing the gap. 
 “Our team’s performance 
this season has been up and 
down,” said Milligan. “We have 
to continue to work hard every 
day to get better and find our 
balance on offense and defense.”
 

Broncs set records in tune-up for MAACs

Senior Chelsea Callan raced her way to a Rider record in the mile run, while also 
leading the track and field team in a strong overall performance.

Rider stumbles twice at home

By Paige McAtee

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Freshman MyNeshia McKenzie scored 21 points against Siena. 
Earlier that week, the Broncs fell to Fairfield at home.
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Guaranteed Internship in  
Forensic Biology, Toxicology and Chemistry.  

Preparation to work in state, federal and private labs.

Accepting applications now!

www.arcadia.edu/fs

Forensic Science 
FEPAC-Accredited Master’s Program

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

TRACK & FIELD  
 
 
 

      The Rider track and field team 
traveled to The Armory in New York 
City last Friday to co-host a meet with 
Lafayette, and the Broncs delivered 
record-setting accomplishments, setting 
the tone for the big weekend that lies 
ahead.
 The MAAC Indoor Championships 
take place today, also at The Armory at 
5 p.m.
 Sophomores Greg Wesh and Dave 
Brown put together IC4A qualifying 
performances, and three Rider records 
were broken by Wesh, junior Kristen 
Perrine and senior Chelsea Callan.
 “We had a lot of really good perfor-
mances,” said head coach Bob Hamer. 
“We were hoping to get one last oppor-
tunity to improve our seed times and 
distances for the MAAC Championships 
and we had a lot of success in doing 
that.”
 Both the men and women have 

shown what they are able to accomplish, 
with many qualifying for the IC4As as 
well as breaking school records.
 The MAAC Indoor Championships 
will demonstrate the hard work the ath-
letes have put in throughout the season. 
 “I don’t really know what our end 
result will be, but I know that we are 
prepared and ready to compete at the 
highest level that we can,” Hamer said. 

 He was more than pleased with the 
record-breaking day last weekend.
 “Breaking the records was great for 
each of them,” Hamer said. “They all 
work very hard and it is always nice to 
see the athletes get rewarded for their 
efforts.”
 For the Rider men, Wesh won the 
800-meter with an IC4A qualifying time 
of 1:52.51, breaking the old school 

record set in 2007.
 “Greg has been competing at a very 
high level since last spring,” said Hamer.
 Brown was the other IC4A qualifier, 
placing fifth in the 500-meter, earning a 
time of 1:05.00. 
 In addition, sophomore Jorge 
Merino received second place in the 
shot put, throwing 15.57 meters and 
sophomore Tyree Leonard finished fifth 
in the high jump with a height of 1.89 
meters.  
 For the Rider women, sophomore 
Mia Riley won the 60-meter in 7.92. 
Perrine broke the Rider record in the 
800-meter she set two years ago, finish-
ing third with a time of 2:17.39. Callan 
placed third in the mile in 5:01.61, 
breaking the school record she set last 
season. 
 Additionally, sophomore Ashley 
Hunter finished fourth in the 500-meter 
with a time of 1:17.54, while senior 
Shaylah Counts placed fourth in the 
60-meter, finishing with a time of 8.10.
 



12 Friday, Feb. 18, 2011

 
 
 

 Rider bounced back from 
a tough 67-65 loss handed to 
them by Canisius last Friday 
by taking down Niagara 61-50 
on Sunday, and Loyola (MD) 
82-70 on Wednesday.
   “It was a team that was 
under the radar. Not a lot was 
expected from this group, and 
we’ve continued to get bet-
ter,” said head coach Tommy 
Dempsey. 
 The Broncs’ (19-9, 11-5 
MAAC) win over Loyola (MD) 
(13-13, 9-7 MAAC) has them 
currently sitting second in the 
MAAC. The win also gives 
Rider its highest win total for a 
four-year span with 78 wins and 
counting. The win also gives 
Rider’s senior class of Justin 
Robinson, Mike Ringgold and 
Patrick Mansell the most wins 
as a senior class. 
 Rider had a well-balanced 
attack with six players in dou-
ble-digit points. Freshman 
Danny Stewart accumulated 
12 points and 15 rebounds, 
recording his fourth double-
double of the season.
 Alongside Stewart in the 
paint was Ringgold, who had a 

team-high 14 points. 
 “Mike is a tremendous 
leader,” said Stewart. “Having 
him beside me helps me on the 
court because I play off him, 
and when he’s doubled I make 
myself available.”
 After taking an early 4-2 
lead, the Broncs would not trail 
for the rest of the game. Loyola 
(MD) did make a push with 
just over 12 minutes left in 
the second half, but that was 
silenced when junior Novar 
Gadson drilled a shot from long 
range to put the lead back at 
five.  
 Gadson’s three-pointer was 
the start of a 19-11 run, which 
was capped off with a three-
pointer by Robinson to give the 
Broncs a 10 point lead, 71-61. 
Gadson had 11 points and 
three rebounds and Robinson 
had eight points and five assists. 
Freshman Anthony Myles and 
sophomore Jon Thompson 
each had 12 points while junior 
Brandon Penn compiled 10.  
The Broncs closed out the game 
by matching Loyola’s (MD) 
scoring with jump shots and 
making their free throws down 
the stretch to take the road vic-
tory 82-70.
 “I think the team played 
well,” added Stewart. “We bat-

tled and it’s another great road 
win for us. We needed it.”
 Following the loss to 
Canisius, Rider needed to 
bounce back quickly and it 
did at home in Alumni Gym 
Sunday. It wasn’t pretty, but the 
Broncs stuck it out and beat 
conference rival Niagara (7-21, 
4-12 MAAC), 61-50.  
 It was a close game until the 
12-minute mark in the second 
half when the Broncs began to 
pull away. Even though the 
score was close for most of the 
game, Rider was never in real 
danger of losing the game. 
 “Good teams need to find a 
way when they don’t have their 
best stuff,” Dempsey said.  
 Thompson added six 
points and five assists. He leads 
the MAAC in assist to turnover 
ratio (2.7) and ranks in the top 
10 in the nation. Rider played 
stellar perimeter defense, hold-
ing Niagara without a three 
pointer as it went 0-17 from 
deep.
 Rider hosted Canisius 
(13-13, 7-9 MAAC), a team 
that had never won in Alumni 
Gym before and lost in a tough 
game. The game was back and 
forth until the very end when 
Canisius guard Gaby Belardo 
hit a fade-away jumper as 

the shot clock expired to give 
Canisius a two-point lead with 
8 seconds remaining. 
 “Belardo hit a tough fade-
away shot,” said Stewart. “It 
was a great game and we had a 
great effort.” 
 Rider plays its Bracket 

Buster game this Sunday against 
Delaware (12-14, 7-9 CAA). 
The Broncs also look to finish 
the season strong with confer-
ence games remaining against 
Marist and St. Peters to create 
momentum leading into the 
MAAC tournament.

www.nickcatone.com

Rider graduate Nick Catone has taken his wrestling 
skills from Rider to the octagon as a UFC fighter.

Fight For Second
Broncs defeat Loyola (MD) to move 
into three-way tie for second place

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Junior Novar Gadson scored 11 points in the win over Loyola 
(MD) on Wednesday. Gadson is averaging 13 ppg this season. 

Former wrestling star grateful for Rider

By Corey Donetz

By Michael Mack

MEN’S BASKETBALL

 
 Imagine walking through a narrow, dimly lit cor-
ridor with only a few of your closest friends following 
you. For a while you hear nothing but your own foot-
steps, but as you get closer to your destination, you 
hear the roar of a massive crowd. 
 You are led down a path to the center of an arena as 
a man pats you down and ushers you into a cage, where 
another man has been waiting for you. The door shuts, 
and it is only you and the other man, in an octagon, 
with thousands of people watching.
 To many, this sounds like a bad dream, but to 
Rider graduate Nick Catone, it is reality. The native of 
Brick, N.J., is a professional fighter in the fast-rising 
Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC). 
 In his four UFC fights, he has won two and lost 
two. But if it weren’t for his experience in college, he 
never would have gotten there in the first place.
 “Nick is the kind of kid that never forgets where he 
came from, and that means a lot,” said Rider’s associate 
head coach, John Hangey.
 Catone, ’04, wrestled for five years, and in those 
five short years he accomplished a great deal. The 
former Bronc captured 100 career wins, was twice a 
conference champion and national qualifier, and set a 
Rider single-season record for take downs, while win-
ning Rider’s Male Athlete of the Year in 2004.
 “I would definitely not be fighting without my 
wrestling background at Rider,” Catone said. “The 
training you get during a Division I wrestling practice 
is unlike anything else.”

 Catone is also currently a business owner. In 
September, he opened Nick Catone’s Mixed Martial 
Arts Academy in his hometown. Since then, the school 
has enrolled almost 200 students in less than six 
months. 
 Catone still gets help from some of his coaches at 
Rider.
 “Jason Nase and John Hangey have both been a 
huge help, not only in my MMA career but in my life,” 
Catone said. “I would not be where I am in my life 
today without them.”
 Both Nase and Hangey are coaches for the wres-
tling program at Rider. Nase also teaches wrestling at 
Catone’s academy.
 “He’s unbelievably athletic, he’s as quick as they 
come and he’s as strong as an ox,” Hangey said. “Those 
three things usually equate to success in the type of 
sport that he’s playing.” 
 While Catone always loved wrestling, he never 
thought he would make the jump into professional 
fighting.
 “To be honest, I always loved the sport but I 
never thought I would be doing the things I am today,” 
Catone said. “I’m fighting with the best of the best, and 
that’s something no one can ever take away from me.”
 Catone credits a great deal of his success in and out 
of the cage to the experience he had as a wrestler and 
student at Rider. In fact, on his website www.nickca-
tone.com, on the left hand side, a reader will find the 
familiar Rider Bronc logo surrounded by a quote from 
Catone: “Without Rider Wrestling, I would not be 
where I am today.”
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