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Sustainable Rider aims to educate students about the harm 
plastic bottles can cause and provide students with alternatives.

Is Christmas too p. 9 p. 11p. 6Elf on Winter sports 

Rider brought in the holidays through various events over the past week. On Wednesday afternoon, members of the Rider community competed to find out who baked the 
best holiday cookies.  The Grinch stopped by Daly’s Wednesday afternoon as well, and, that evening, students could take part in Kroner’s Winter Wonderland. Santa made 
his way through Lawrenceville’s campus atop a firetruck later that night. On Thursday evening, students, faculty and staff participated in the Celebration of Lights. 

Sustainable Rider: Kick the plastic bottle habit
By Emily Landgraf
landgrafe@theridernews.com
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University celebrates its way to the holiday break 

While many Rider students 
are making holiday wish lists, 
others are simply hoping for a 
plastic-free campus. 
 Banning the sale of plastic 
bottles would be an ideal first 
step toward a greener commu-
nity, said junior Yuliya Labko, 
a member of Sustainable 
Rider.  
 Sustainable Rider, a stu-
dent-run club that focuses on 
ways to make Rider more envi-
ronmentally friendly, is trying 
to educate students on the prob-
lems with using plastic bottles 
and believes that banning their 
sale on campus would greatly 
benefit the University. 
 Plastic water bottles may 
seem like a necessity to most 
college students, but Labko 
explained that there are other 
ways to get water.
 “An alternative to plas-

tic water bottles would be to 
obtain a reusable bottle,” she 
said. “You pay once and you 
have a bottle forever.”
 Sustainable Rider is look-
ing into cans as an alterna-
tive to plastic bottles in vend-
ing machines, as well as in 
Cranberry’s and Java City, 
said Junior Megan Cook, the 
incoming treasurer of the club.
 “Cans are much more 
earth-friendly than plastic bot-
tles, so that’s an alternative,” 
Cook said. 
 Labko said educating stu-
dents is critical. 
 “As a club, we have been 
trying to work on modifying 
student behavior while educat-
ing the public about the nega-
tive impacts of using plastic 
bottles,” she said. 
 Labko believes that stu-
dents should be aware of how 
dangerous plastic bottles are to 
the environment. 

 “More than 80 percent of 
plastic bottles are not recycled 
and are thrown in a landfill 
where they never degrade, or 
they are incinerated, releasing 
tons of harmful chemicals into 
the air and soil,” she said. 
 According to Labko, bot-
tled water is not regulated by 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency like tap water. If bottled 
water were to be contaminated, 
she said, it is likely that con-
sumers would be unaware.
 Aside from the environ-
mental aspect of the issue, 
Cook said that reducing the 
use of plastic water bottles on 
campus would benefit students 
financially as well.
 “A student who buys one 
bottle of water a day for every 
day we’re at Rider spends 
upward of $1,200 over four 
years,” she said. “That’s a lot of 
money for any college student.” 
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Security BriefS

Give trees a chance

 An unknown person 
damaged a memorial tree 
outside of Omega House last 
week.
 Public Safety officers 
were dispatched to Omega 
House on Friday, Dec. 3, at 
9:21 a.m. When they arrived, 
they met with a male staff 
member who said that some-
one had torn branches off of 
the sugar maple tree, which 
served as a memorial for a 
student who passed away.
 The cost to replace the 
tree is unknown. Anyone 
with information should 
contact Public Safety at x. 
5029. 

Pane-ful 

 A thrown water bottle 
broke a second-floor window 
in Conover Hall last week. 
 On Friday, Dec. 3, at 
9:23 a.m., Public Safety 
received a call from a male 
staff member about the win-
dow. The water bottle caused 
the inside plate of glass to 
shatter. The staff member 
told officers that it had hap-
pened sometime the previous 
day.
 The window will cost 
about $200 to repair. 

Face down

 A female student was 
found intoxicated and passed 
out on the floor of Conover 
Hall last weekend. 
 On Saturday, Dec. 4, 
at 12:30 p.m., Public Safety 
found the student lying on 
the floor of the residence hall. 
Based on her condition, the 
student was transported to 
the hospital. 
 The student was cited 
with underage drinking by 
the Lawrence Township 
Police Department and 
charged with violating the 
University’s alcohol policy. 
 
Reminder

 Public Safety would like 
to remind all students to take 
valuables home over break 
and to lock doors and win-
dows. Have a safe and happy 
holiday break. 

Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.

Construction projects progress smoothly
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Coming
Up ...

Friday, Dec. 10
Pub Night, 9 p.m., BLC Pub

Bronc Buffet, 10 p.m., Daly’s

Saturday, Dec. 11
Princeton Brass Band Holiday 
Spectacular, 7 p.m.,  
Yvonne Theater 

Live with Alpha Psi, It’s 
Saturday Night!, 9:30 p.m., 
Spitz Theater

Monday, Dec. 13
Robert Channing, Mind 
Reader, 10 p.m., Cavalla Room

Saturday, Dec. 18
The Christmas Spirit, 8 p.m., 
Bristol Chapel, Admission: $15 
adults and $10 students/seniors. 
For tickets, call the box office 
at 609-921-2663, or purchase 
online at www.rider.edu/arts.

Tuesday, Dec. 21 
Residence Halls close for winter 
break, 3 p.m.

Compiled by Emily Landgraf
To list your event, e-mail 
ridernews@rider.edu.

By Katie Zeck

The
Rider News

Look for the first issue of 
The Rider News on Friday, 
Feb. 4, 2011. The staff 
would like to wish the 
community a happy win-
ter break. 

Courtesy of Riderana

The first issue of Rider College News debuted on Jan. 17, 1930. It was sold for five cents 
a copy and featured a preview of a St. John’s vs. Rider men’s basketball game. To read about 
the evolution of the student newspaper over the last 80 years, see the editorial on p. 8. 

Helen Mannion/The Rider News

The BLC expansion is expected to be finished by next fall. 
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The new academic building will provide an outdoor meeting place for students where they can congregate outside of their classes. 

 Over the past few months, 
the progress made on the con-
struction of the new academ-
ic building and BLC theater 
expansion has been evident.
 While the projects had 
barely begun when classes start-
ed, the work has progressed at a 
smooth pace, allowing students 
to see the structures gradually 
take shape.
 Mike Reca, associate vice 
president of Facilities and 
Auxiliary Services, said that stu-
dents can expect to return from 
winter break to find the proj-
ects even closer to completion. 
Work on both sites is expected 
to continue at full speed with 
some work being done at that 

time so it will not interfere with 
the students’ studies and other 
University activities. 
 “We are actually schedul-
ing our most disruptive work 
during this time as to make 
minimal impact on the campus 
community,” Reca said.   “We 
will be doing several utility 
connections including a pos-
sible power shutdown.”
 According to Reca, there 
have been no complications at 
either of the two construction 
sites on campus.
 “The construction on both 
projects is on schedule,” he 
said. “Both will be done for the 
fall 2011 semester.”



 Cook believes that 
Sustainable Rider is doing what 
is best for the Rider commu-
nity. 
 “There is actually a great 
deal of logic behind our think-
ing,” Cook said. “If we could 
get Quench machines or some-
thing similar all over campus — 
in the dorms, in every building, 
essentially — we could save 
an enormous amount of non-
renewable items.”
 Junior Michelle Meredith 
is more skeptical about how 
well banning plastic bottles on 
Rider’s campus would work. 
 “I refill the water bot-
tles that I buy at work,” she 
explained. “I probably go 
through about one or two a 
week. The biggest issue I have 
with reusable bottles is I have 

to take them home and clean 
them. I know it sounds ridicu-
lous and lazy, but it’s especially 
an issue when you put coffee in 
them.”
 Meredith is also concerned 
about what the University 
would do in the event of anoth-
er filtration plant shutdown, 
like the one that occurred in 
early October of this year, with-
out plastic water bottles.
 “If we ban water bottles, 
that could be bad if something 
like that happens again,” she 
said. 
 Cook argued that Rider 
could avoid the issue of plastic 
bottles in that situation by pur-
chasing canned water. 
 Labko said she is proud 
of the club’s successes, but 
acknowledges that they have 
much yet to accomplish. 
 “Our next steps are to talk 
to Pat Mosto  — the new dean 
[of the College of Liberal Arts 

and Sciences] who is extremely 
supportive of the movement 
— prepare for the Pepsi con-
tract draft, and move onward 
with T-shirts and events show-
ing support of the movement,” 
Labko said. 
 Members of Sustainable 
Rider will be on the board to 
draft the renewed contract with 
Pepsi this coming year, said 
Labko. 
 The group is also planning 
a tap water promotion, dubbed 
the “I’d Tap That” campaign, is 
designed to promote the use of 
tap water on campus. 
 Labko is optimistic about 
the movement and has already 
received positive feedback from 
some students. 
 “Most students realize the 
impact we have on our envi-
ronment, and Rider provides a 
solid base in terms of sustain-
ability,” Labko said. 
 According to Cook, the 
club would also approve if 
Rider stopped handing out 
water bottles at events. 
 “If they used coolers of 
water and cups we wouldn’t 
save plastic necessarily, but the 
fossil fuel that would have been 
used to transport those bottles 
would be reduced,” Cook said. 
 Labko cited other schools, 
like University of Wisconsin 
Steven’s Point and Washington 
University in St. Louis, which 
have already instituted bans on 
plastic bottles being sold on 
campus. 
 “One by one, each uni-
versity can make a difference 
and preserve as much of our 
environment as possible,” she 
said. “These universities went 
through hardships while imple-

menting this plan; however, 
with the help of students, facul-
ty and vendors, they are looked 
up to as highly sustainable insti-
tutions.”
 Cook believes that Rider 
can be one of the schools 
that make a difference.  
 “We may be a small school, 
but if we could get this water 

bottle movement going, then 
maybe we could influence other 
schools in the area and hope-
fully throughout New Jersey,” 
she said. “The impact that this 
could have on the world is tre-
mendous if the motion to ban 
water bottles is extrapolated out 
to a national idea.”

Winter courses return for expanded second year
Friday, Dec. 10, 2010 3

By Dalton Karwacki
karwackid@theridernews.com

The
Rider News

OPEN AUDITIONS

“That’ll Teach ‘Em”
A Modern Musical Tale 

told in two acts
By Joseph J. Leutz

When: Wednesday, Dec. 15th 2010
   4pm-10pm
Where: RUBA Hall 
    414 Green St. Phila., PA

Needed: Dancers and singers with acting 
ability. Formal experience preferred, but 

not required. Over 18 years old please, 
or accompanied by legal guardian.

SuStainable
Continued from p. 1

Last year’s trial of a course 
term held during winter break 
was successful enough to be 
brought back and expanded 
for this year’s break, accord-
ing to Dean of the College 
of Continuing Studies (CCS) 
Boris Vilic.
 Last year, CCS launched a 
pilot program over the winter 
break that introduced a selec-
tion of courses that could be 
taken in a compressed three-
week time frame. During this 
time, the courses met four days 
a week for three hours a day. 
 There were two courses 
offered to the 46 enrolled stu-
dents last year: Sitcoms and 
American Culture,  and Music 
and Society, with enough 
demand that a second section 
of one of the courses needed to 
be opened. 
 According to Vilic, the 
winter term this year, which 
runs from Jan. 3 to Jan. 20, has 
grown in terms of the num-

ber of students and number of 
offered courses.
 “We’re still not done reg-
istering, because some of our 
students register late, but we 
have 73 students,” Vilic said. 
“There are five sections of four 
courses, so we’ve expanded the 
offerings based on the feedback 
from students and the faculty.”
 Vilic said that reaction 
to the program was a large 
part of its growth this year. He 
said that the response to one 
course, Sitcoms and American 
Culture, was so great that it is 
being offered again this win-
ter. Also offered this year are 
Fundamentals of Drawing, 
Photography and Political Film.
 According to Vilic, knowl-
edge of the three-week courses 
offered in the summer made it 
easier to decide what to offer in 
the winter.
 “We know which courses 
can be taught in that condensed 
curriculum,” Vilic said. “For 
example, what you won’t find 
is an upper level course that 
requires a lot of reading because 

there’s not a lot of time.”
 Vilic said that the focus 
is more on offering applied 
courses, like Fundamentals of 
Drawing, and Photography. He 
said that the immersive nature 
of the courses sometimes con-
tributes to the quality of the 
work created by the students.
 “Some of the photography 
is better than some of the pro-
fessional photography that I’ve 
seen,” Vilic said. “It’s just amaz-
ing what students learn in three 
weeks.”
 According to Vilic, the pro-
gram contains a mixture of full- 
and part-time students.
 “We have some students 
who needed one more course to 
graduate in May, so rather than 
taking it in the summer, they’re 
taking it in January,” Vilic said. 
“We have part-time students 
who like the opportunity to 
lighten up their spring load, so 
instead of three courses, they 
maybe take two.”
 Marci Risch, an adminis-
trative specialist with CCS, will 
be taking her first course with 

the program in January.
 “I typically take two classes 
a semester as a non-traditional 
student, and I haven’t tradition-
ally taken summer classes, but 
I realized that by taking the 
three-week class in the winter 
and taking one of the summer 
sessions, I’d be able to cut a 
whole semester off of my gradu-
ation date,” Risch said. “If I do 
that this year and next year, I’ll 
cut a whole year off.”
 Risch said that she finds 
the short length of the winter 

courses appealing.
 “When you think about 
it, it’s three weeks and boom, 
you’re done,” she said. “I’m 
looking forward to it.”
 Vilic said that he is satisfied 
with the response to the winter 
course program.
 “It has exceeded our expec-
tations, both last year and this 
year,” he said. “It’s nice when, 
based on the students’ feed-
back, our offerings become suc-
cessful. So, basically, we’re very 
pleased.”

 Replacing soda bot-
tles is not the only way the 
Rider community is staying 
green.  
 With the construc-
tion of the new academic 
building, Rider is hoping 
to receive a gold certifica-
tion from Leadership Energy 
& Environmental Design 
(LEED), an internationally 
recognized system used to rate 
the sustainability of new con-
struction. The West Village 
residence halls have a silver 
certification.
 “We’re maintaining that 
level by building the new 

academic building in LEED 
silver and we’re hoping we 
get enough points for gold,” 
said associate vice president 
of Facilities and Auxiliary 
Services Mike Reca.
 In addition to all the oth-
er green initiatives on campus, 
all new standalone buildings at 
Rider are designed to receive a 
silver LEED certification or 
higher.
 “The University has a 
commitment to sustainability, 
and LEED is only a part of 
that,” Reca said.

-Amar Kapadia

Winter term quick facts
Dates:
Jan. 3 - Jan. 20

Time:
Monday-Thursday, 
6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Tuition and Fees:
$1,490 per course

Final Examination:
January 21

Courses Available:
ART 103 Fundamentals 
of Drawing

COM 328 Sitcoms and 
American Culture

COM 361 Photography

POL 306 Political Film

Whitney Haddard/The Rider News

Sustainable Rider encourages students to purchase reusable 
water bottles in order to better protect the environment. 

Green initiatives at Rider



What were your goals for the 
year as SGA president? 

 Definitely one of my origi-
nal goals was to attempt to 
try things a little differently. A 
perfect example would be the 
holiday lights. That was some-
thing that was a completely 
different approach to the way 
SGA has been doing things. I 
think we’re at a good time right 
now to kind of test the waters 
to see what kind of direction we 
could be going in. 
 In terms of specific things 
that we want to do, there are 
two things we’ve been working 
on recently. The first is the uni-
fied constitution between the 
Lawrenceville and Princeton 
campuses. That definitely 
means a lot to us. It’s some-
thing that past SGAs have been 
trying to do, and we want to 
do it really badly. By doing 
this we’re creating an inter-
campus organization, which is 
like a board where members 
from the Westminster executive 
board and members from the 
Lawrenceville executive board 
will meet to keep communica-
tion flowing and improve rela-
tions. 
 Another thing that we’ve 
been working on recently is 
upgrading the Pub. We feel 
that with all the new changes 
going on around campus — 
the turf field, the new aca-
demic building, the expansion 
of the theater — we figured 
we should keep trying to make 
ourselves look better. The Pub 
is a place we felt could defi-
nitely be looked at in terms of, 
“How can we upgrade it? How 
can we make it look a lot bet-
ter? How can we make it look 

a lot newer?” It’s such a pivotal 
place on campus. One of the 
problems we’ve always seen is 
the need for space. We want to 
take the Pub in the direction of 
keeping it as a pub, but upgrad-
ing so that it is possible to hold 
an event. 

What have you accomplished 
so far?

 The first thing I’m proud 
of is how hard my Cabinet has 
been working. They all have 
been working so well together 
that we have been able to just 
go right through things quickly. 
One of the things I was really 
excited about was the freshman 
election because we were able 
to double the amount of voters 
that participated. Considering 
one of the main things I really 
want to do is have increased 
participation from the students, 
I think that gave us a good idea 
that we’re doing a good job. 

What do you hope to accom-
plish next semester? 

 One of the things is cross-
campus programming with 
Westminster. I think that’s 
something that’s going to hap-
pen. There’s already going to 
be one event where students 
from this campus will be work-
ing with students from the 
Westminster campus, and that 
will be in April for the Spring 
Fling that the Westminster 
campus holds. 
 Aside from that, I plan 
to have some sort of program 
that will occur, hopefully in the 
beginning of the next semester, 
where we will go over there and 
help them out and keep the 

relationships flowing. 
 Another project that SGA 
has been working on has been 
a ban on propane tanks, which 
has affected the Greeks because 
they use propane grills. Because 
they use the grills often, we felt 
that we should help them out 
in some way. Mike Zilly, our 
treasurer, is finding ways to get 
grills that have propane lines. 

Why are you interested in 
pursuing the joint constitu-
tion with the Lawrenceville 
SGA and Westminster SGA? 

 I was able to work on it 
last year when I sat on the 
committee that was trying to 
get things rolling. For me, it 
really became a kind of “Why 
not?” thing. It seems so obvious 
to do it. We’re one university. 
Even though we’re two separate 
schools with two different goals 
and two different schedules and 
routines, both of our SGAs 
have the same mission, and that 
is to serve the students.
 The reason I’m so eager 
to do this is because I want 
that inter-campus organization. 
I think to open up relations as 
much as possible is important, 
and by doing this constitution 
that committee will be formed. 
I think this is a good start to 
opening up and blossoming a 
relationship with them. 

Do you have any advice for 
students who want to get 
involved with student govern-
ment?

 My advice is pretty simple, 
and that’s just to speak up. Just 
come up to someone who is 
involved and say, “I want to get 
involved.” It’s that easy. Besides 
the things we’re currently work-
ing on, I still have a few months 
left until elections in the spring, 
so there’s other stuff I’m in the 
process of developing. There 
are tons of opportunities, and 
one of the things I really try 
to do is get as many people as 
I can to get involved. So my 
advice to those students who 
want to get involved is to just 
say something because there’s so 
much work that could be done. 
We want to help younger stu-
dents develop into leaders, and 
all it takes for them is to say, “I 
want to do it.”

-Emily Landgraf 
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Fall semester wrap-up with SGA President 
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Catholic Campus 
Ministry

Merry 
Christmas &
Happy New 

Year
from

Christmas EVE 
Mass

Friday, December 24th
4 p.m., Gill Chapel

Graphic artist needed for 
Ethical Trade startup to create 
graphic layouts for web, print. 

Musts: skilled in Illustrator, 
Photoshop; work onsite (Nas-
sau at Chambers). Web experi-
ence helpful. 

Email Katelyn@fairific.com 
Samples welcome

“We want to help younger 
students develop into leaders, 
and all it takes for them is to 
say, ‘I want to do it.’”

-Brian Guzman,
Lawrenceville SGA President

Brian Guzman, Lawrenceville SGA President

 The Rider News recently had a chance to catch up 
with Brian Guzman, president of the Lawrenceville Student 
Government Association. Guzman, a senior history major, 
answered questions about his goals and accomplishments this 
semester.

Be sure to check theridernews.
com for our weekly blogs on 
everything from sports to pho-
tography to life as a freshman.
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 It’s that time of year again when 
people are searching to find the perfect 
gift for the holiday season. During the 
holidays, the average consumer spends 
approximately $688 on gifts for rela-
tives, friends and co-workers, according 
to research conducted by the National 
Retail Federation (NRF). The NRF 
reports that this figure was down from 
$755 in 2007.
 So how is one to combat these 
expenses during an economic recession? 
Recently, more people are taking the 
initiative, turning to hands-on personal-
ized ideas for holiday gift giving through 
crafts and family-friendly activities. 
 The holiday season is a time to 
express love and affection to the special 
people in our lives.  Here are some mon-
ey-saving gift ideas that are fun to make 
and convey a deeper, more personalized 
meaning to the recipient. 

Painted cookies
 A homemade baked goodie box 
is an easy and colorful way to express 
warmth and happiness to anyone who 

enjoys a sweet treat.
 To personalize the cookies, try 
painting the person’s name on them. 
Using food coloring and eggs, one can 
brush and paint sugar cookies to bake 
colorful creations for any occasion. Be 
sure that the paintbrushes have not been 
used before. Paintbrushes should be 
available at a local dollar store or CVS.  
 Using any sugar cookie recipe, make 
the dough. After the dough is kneaded, 
divide it in half and roll it out and chill 
in the refrigerator for at least two hours. 
Then, after the dough has chilled and 
become firm, cut the cookies out using 
cookie cutters if desired.
 The “paint” is a simple combination 
of mixing raw eggs and food coloring. 
The eggs and dye go on the cookies 
before they are baked in the oven to 
ensure that the bacteria is cooked out. 
One only needs three eggs to make the 
paint. In six separate bowls, one can 
make each color of the rainbow.
 The egg yolks are used for red, 
orange and yellow, while the whites are 
used for green, blue and purple.
  Be sure that the cookies are com-
pletely baked. The paint will form a 
colorful outer layer on the cookies. 
 Once the cookies are baked and 
cooled, decorate the box with a personal 
touch. Using an old shoebox, line the 
interior with aluminum foil to protect 
the cookies and decorate the exterior 
with wrapping paper. This gives the box 
an outward appearance of a gift and is 
themed appropriately. Another way is 
to cover the box with paper, drawings, 
phrases, stickers, glitter, markers and 
other craft supplies to personalize the 
box to the recipient’s liking. 

Picture frames
 Another gift idea is to capture 
memories through photography. Using a 
photo of the giver and receiver together, 
purchase a blank frame from the dollar 
store. These frames can be easily deco-
rated to the gift-giver’s choosing. Some 
popular frame decorating ideas include 
small drawings, stickers and writing fun 
phrases or inspirational quotes.
 To personalize the gift, attach a 
small note on stained paper. For a more 
rustic look, boil a cup of tea and allow 
the teabag to steep. Take a common 
piece of white printer paper and drag the 
teabag across the page. Make sure the 
paper is dry before writing any messages.    
 
Hot chocolate kits
 Budget101.com offers interesting 
insights for the clueless consumer who 
needs some frugal gift ideas. One sug-
gestion includes giving mini marshmal-
lows in a small sandwich bag known as 
“snowman’s poop.” 
 Budget101.com suggests attaching 
this poem along with the marshmallows 
to bring some laughter to the gift:
 “Dear [Name], Santa looked at his 
list, even checked it twice. And he has seen 
that you have not been very nice. Since 
coal’s so expensive, here’s the scoop: Santa’s 
filling your stocking with snowman’s poop!”
 To complement the small bag of 
mini marshmallows, one can purchase 
an oversized holiday mug and make a 
hot chocolate kit to stay warm during 
the winter months. 
 To make a hot chocolate kit, include 
a festive mug (which can be decorated 
with ribbon) and fill it with packets of 

instant hot chocolate and the plastic 
sandwich bag of “snowman’s poop.” 
Adding a candy cane gives it a pepper-
mint twist. Use plastic gift wrap and 
tie everything together with a piece of 
colorful ribbon. 

Apple-cinnamon ornaments
 One Rider student shared a tra-
ditional family recipe for homemade 
apple-cinnamon ornaments. These 
ornaments smell enticing, but ironically 
are intended for decoration, not con-
sumption.  
 Take equal amounts of applesauce 
and cinnamon. Mix together until it 
forms a batter, flatten it with a rolling 
pin, cut with favorite cookie cutter and 
let harden. Finally, create a hole to slip 
the ribbon through. 
 Saving money can be easy by using 
some creativity. Personalizing gifts for 
someone shows that the gift had some 
thought and meaning without hurting 
the wallet. 
 Happy Holidays!

 

 With the recent Glee obses-
sion sweeping the country, 
many Americans have a new-
found interest in singing. For 
a group of students on Rider’s 
Lawrenceville campus, howev-
er, music has been a passion all 
along.
 Rider Vibes, which started 
out in 2003 as an all-male sing-
ing group, is now coed. It per-
forms at many events on cam-
pus, such as singing numbers 
at the Gay-Straight Alliance 
Variety Show and the national 
anthem at basketball games. It 
also will host a winter con-
cert at Gill Chapel tonight and 
tomorrow at 7:30 p.m. 
 This group is different 
because it performs with no 
background music. Rider Vibes 
sings a cappella, relying on the 
students’ voices to create the 
illusion they are singing along 
to a background track.
 Rider Vibes is a student-
run organization on campus. 
Junior Whitney Haddard, pres-
ident of Rider Vibes, explained 

the process of deciding what 
songs to sing. 
 “The majority of the songs 
we do are arranged by some-
one in the group,” she said. 
“Songs that aren’t arranged by 
a group member are brought 
in by members, discussed, and 
then decided on by the group.” 
 There are many ways mem-
bers take part in the group’s 
activities.
 “Every member is encour-
aged to participate in selecting 
songs to arrange or to sing, and 

deciding who sings the solos,” 
she said. 
 The group performs a vari-
ety of songs, including every-
thing from contemporary tunes 
to Christmas music.
 Junior Matt Barron, vice 
president of Rider Vibes, was 
originally interested in the 
group because he had founded 
an all-male a cappella group in 
high school. He found out that 
Rider Vibes was looking for a 
vocal percussionist to add to the 
personality of the music.

 “The thing that excites me 
most about Vibes is that we can 
take a popular song, put our 
own spin on it, put our own 
notes and rhythms into it, and 
make it sound like a new song,” 
Barron said. “Singing a cappella 
really takes imagination.” 
 The group meets twice a 
week for two hours and typ-
ically holds auditions at the 
beginning of each semester to 
fill spots, depending on how 
many members are returning. 
Haddard said while experience 

is not necessary, anyone inter-
ested must have a passion for 
singing, as well as possess cre-
ativity and a willingness to be a 
part of a “crazy group.”
 A cappella music is differ-
ent than a normal choir.
 “In a choir, there is a large 
group [of people], the music 
is on the page and there is a 
conductor,” Barron said. “With 
Vibes and all a cappella, you 
can have any amount of people, 
and you don’t necessarily have 
to have music written down.”
 Although many people 
have their own opinions on a 
cappella music, Barron stands 
by the group. 
 “If someone says they don’t 
like a cappella music, it is prob-
ably because they have never 
heard it live,” he said. 
 Confident in their talent, 
Barron also states that perform-
ing with Rider Vibes in front 
of an audience is an emotional 
experience.
 “Sometimes the best parts 
in a cappella come from what 
you are feeling, not reading,” he 
said.
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A cappella group emits good vibes 

Rachel Gouk/The Rider News

Rider Vibes performs as an act in this year’s Gay-Straight Alliance Variety Show held Tuesday.

By Nicole Veenstra

The holidays done on a dime
By Stephanie Trabold

Graphic by Kaitlin MacRae/The Rider News

Graphic by Kaitlin MacRae/The Rider News



 Looking for a good laugh? Consider yourself invited to Live with Alpha Psi... IT’S SATURDAY NIGHT!!! on Dec. 11 in the 
Spitz Theater.
 The sketch comedy show has become a campus tradition that Rider’s National Theater Fraternity Alpha Psi Omega (APO) 
is excited to present again.
 ”The show is called Saturday Night Live (SNL) and features a variety of comic styles and genres,” director and junior theater 
major Kelcie Kosberg said. “We have a great blend of styles of humor that can appeal to all ages and majors.”
 Dean of Students Anthony Campbell will host the show this year.  He is the first host of SNL to ever return.  Former hosts 
include associate dean of freshmen Ira Mayo, associate director of athletics Karin Torchia and area director of residence life Jamiyl 
Mosley. 
 “It’s a fun tradition and a great way for people to forget about finals or problems and just have a good laugh,” senior cast 
member and finance major Tom Smallwood said.
 The cast of 11, along with Dean Campbell, has been working on the show since October. 
 “It’s one of the only shows of its kind on campus,” junior stage manager and arts administration major Lisa Ann Wetzel said.  
“It is completely student created, run and performed.  That makes the content relevant and fun for our peers.”  
 Shows are at 9 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.  Admission price is $5 for everyone.

—  Amanda Arena

 
 
  
  
  
 “The best way to spread Christmas 
cheer is singing loud for all to hear”…or 
with a trip to see the Broadway phenom-
enon Elf.
 Since 2003, the hit movie Elf has 
sparked many individuals with the 
Christmas spirit during the holiday sea-
son.
 The memorable film, starring Will 
Ferrell (The Other Guys), Bob Newhart 
(The Librarian: Curse of the Judas 
Chalice) and Zooey Deschanel [(500) 
Days of Summer], has now made its way 
to Broadway and has had an enormous 
amount of success since its opening day 
on Nov. 14. 
 The musical begins much like the 
movie, with everyone’s favorite elf Buddy, 
played by Sebastian Arcelus, in search of 
his true identity. Buddy was raised as an elf 
at the North Pole by his adoptive father. 
However, after causing much destruction 
to Santa’s workshop because of his lum-
bering size, he decides to take off to New 
York City to find his birth father, played 
by Mark Jacoby, and uncover his roots.  
 Buddy immediately warms the hearts 
of everyone he encounters, especially that 
of his co-worker Jovie, played by Amy 
Spanger. While his birth father is initially 
reluctant to take in Buddy and accept his 
Christmas antics, the Christmas spirit 
eventually overcomes him and Buddy is 
able to remind his cynical family about 
the importance of the holiday.

 The scenes that follow consist of 
Buddy’s adventure to New York City to 
finally meet his father. Along the way 
there were brief but clever narrations from 
Santa, played by George Wendt, who 
is most recognized for his role as Norm 
Peterson in the 1980s show Cheers.
 The scenery was fabulous, filled with 

a litany of decorations and lights. The 
theater truly transformed into the epitome 
of a Christmas extravaganza. Arcelus was 
able to perfectly capture Will Ferrell’s 
humorous and childlike character.
 Each of the actors did a remark-
able job portraying their well-remembered 
characters in the original film, especially 

Buddy’s human father, Mark Jacoby. The 
musical was not only filled with spir-
ited Christmas songs but plenty of amus-
ing back-and-forth dialogue that had the 
audience in tears. There were also multiple 
witty references to the vast advancements 
in society and technology such as Santa’s 
iPad, on which he now stores his entire 

Christmas list.
 The musical closely followed the film 
and concluded with Buddy convincing 
the people of New York to embrace the 
Christmas spirit of the season. As the cast 
finished its last song, Santa’s sleigh lifted 
into the air and bursts of snow gracefully 
sprinkled onto the audience. Buddy and 
his family, including his new wife Jovie 
and newborn son Buddy Jr., ended the 
scene with a trip to the North Pole to visit 
Santa and the elves that once raised him as 
their own. The cast then ended the musi-
cal with a cheerful and bubbly Christmas 
song.
 At the end of the show the cast 
encouraged the audience to give back 
to the theater community and donate 
to Broadway Cares/Equity Fights Aids, 
reiterating the spirit of giving during this 
holiday season.
 One of the students who attended the 
trip, sophomore Saqib Habib, could not 
stop raving about the event.
 “I liked it a lot,” he said. “It was very 
good and made the Christmas spirit lively 
in all of us.”

THEATER REVIEW Elf will be featured 
on Broadway at the 
Al Hirschfeld Theatre 
in New York City until 
Jan. 2. Tickets start at 
$39.

Students discover their inner elf

mugsandpugs.wordpress.com

Elf follows the story of one of Santa’s special elves, Buddy, who travels to New York City in search of his biological father after 
causing too much mayhem in Santa’s workshop. Buddy encounters and embraces a lot of the Christmas spirit along his journey.
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Lady GaGa’s antics influence GSA
Photos by Rachel Gouk

The Rider Dance Team (RDT) dances at the Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA) Variety Show on Tuesday.

Senior Brian Guzman shares one of his 
musical talents at the show.

Senior Amber Currie sings along as se-
nior Dave Yentema plays the guitar.

Senior Justin Mersinger embraces the 
Lady GaGa theme with his striking outfit.

Helen Mannion/ The Rider News

The cast gathers together during one of its recent rehearsals to provide a glimpse of one of the scenes in the show.

Pencil in Alpha Psi Omega’s comedy

“I have to fill out graduate 
school applications and 
I’m going to spend time 
with my family because 
it might be the last time 
I’m home with them for 
the holidays.”

-Senior
Diana Rojasi

“My family and I decided 
to get away from the cold 
and celebrate Christmas in 
the warmer climates this 
year. We’re going to Can-
cun and Acapulco.”

-Senior
Panco Kasapinov

“I am planning on cooking 
a lot, visiting Panera 
Bread Company and 
Starbucks and work-
ing all break.”

-Sophomore
Jessica Canose

“I’m going on vacation 
with my boyfriend’s 

family to 
Puerto Rico.”

-Freshman
Sarah Lopez

What are you doing 
during winter break?



“The News assures the world that it will earnestly endeavor to meet 
these objectives: (1) To give a true account of the chief events in the 
life of Rider College; (2) to encourage that unity of spirit which 
works for real achievement in college affairs; (3) to provide an 
acceptable medium for the expression of student opinion.”

- Rider College News
First issue: Jan. 17, 1930

 

This year, The Rider News celebrates its 80th birthday, and 
although there isn’t a party with cake and candles, we 
want to take this opportunity to reflect on the past and 

look ahead toward the future.
 The student newspaper quickly evolved in its early days, 
going through a series of name changes:
	 Onward
 The first student publication on campus was Onward, 
founded in 1914. It was pamphlet-like and formatted into news 
briefs, featuring a short article about the arrival and introduction 
of new teachers.
	 Rider Rooster
 The Rider Rooster premiered in 1926, selling for 5 cents a 
copy. Alumni and community members could buy yearly sub-
scriptions for a dollar. Brimming with student-crafted cartoons, 
poems, jokes and editorials, the Rooster was a blueprint for the 
current-day student paper, covering important campus events 
like the announcement of class officers and reviewing events like 
the Halloween Frolic Dance.
	 Rider College News
 Unveiled in 1930 and observed as the official anniversary 
of today’s The Rider News, the Rider College News was strikingly 
similar to the student paper today in terms of content. The 
front-page story of the first issue previewed a Rider vs. St. John’s 
basketball game, while the inside pages were filled with features, 
opinion pieces and, our favorite, a section titled “Bullosophy,” a 
comical letter to the editor-esque column which answered stu-
dent’s questions about love.
	 The Rider News
 The newspaper dropped the “College” in 1940 and became 
The Rider News, as it is known today. Though decades separate 
our current paper from those early issues, one aspect has stayed 
the same: our objectives. As excerpted above, we still strive to 
present the true account of happenings on campus. We still 
strive to work together with other organizations and groups 
at Rider in our effort to provide news. And — perhaps most 
importantly — we still strive to act as an outlet for the expres-
sion of student opinion.
 The Rider News has come a long way since 1930, and over 
the next 80 years, we hope to grow and flourish, just as we have 
done the last eight decades. We have made the transition from 
print to online, even debuting a new website design this year 
— www.theridernews.com. We’ve jumpstarted student blogs — 
including a sports, photo, freshman and green blog — and have 
also begun to make the switch to incorporate video footage and 
photo galleries online, embracing the technology that wasn’t 
available all those years ago. We recently produced an audio 
slideshow called “What’s your favorite place at Rider?” Our pre-
miere project was multimedia coverage about MAACness that 
featured video, photo galleries and a text article. 
 But we always remember our roots in traditional journalism, 
and believe that solid reporting is the key to accurate storytell-
ing. We will continue to work hard to honor the objectives set 
out in 1930 because we have a responsibility to you, our read-
ers. We follow the mantra presented in that first issue of Rider 
College News, “Remember — the News is your newspaper.”
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Think before throwing away trash

Editorial
Rider newspaper 
spans eight decades 

E-mail us at:
ridernews@rider.edu; 
newssection@rider.edu;
featuressection@rider.edu; 
opinionsection@rider.edu;
sportssection@rider.edu

The Rider News, Ridge House
2083 Lawrenceville Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Phone: (609) 896-5256
Fax: (609) 895-5696

This weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion 
of The Rider News. This week’s editorial was writ-
ten by the Executive Editor, Allie Ward.

 Not many people know where their trash 
goes after they throw it out. When talking to 
people about recycling, many said they chose 
not to. Instead, they just throw out all of their 
garbage together. The trash in garbage cans gets 
sent to a landfill — a site for the disposal of waste 
materials by burial — or is incinerated. Either 
way, this process releases many harmful toxins 
into the air, water and soil. Litter gets washed 
away into streams, rivers and oceans, causing 
problems for wildlife and marine ecosystems. 
In the Pacific Ocean, there is an island made of 
plastic products that is twice the size of Texas, 
called the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. If people 
were to dispose of garbage properly, this “island” 
would not exist and the wildlife would not be 
suffering because of people’s lack of interest.
 According to www.nextlife.com, the average 
American produces about 4.5 pounds of waste 
every day, or 1,642 pounds per year, and only 
about 27 percent of that gets recycled. The rest 
gets sent to landfills, where it breaks down and 
releases methane gas and carbon dioxide into 
the atmosphere. This speeds up climate change 
because the methane and carbon dioxide trap 
heat from the sun and cause a rise in temperature. 

If some of the contents of landfills were compos-
ted or recycled, it would reduce the amount of 
gases being released. Landfills do not break down 
waste; they just bury it. Most garbage in landfills 
will sit there for hundreds, if not thousands, of 
years before it breaks down completely. 
 At Rider, we are trying to reduce our impact 
on the environment by placing recycling bins 
around campus for students to place their water 
bottles and other recyclables. We also send all the 
food waste from Daly’s and Cranberry’s to the 
Wilmington Organic Recycling Center, where 
the food scraps are composted into soil. This 
reduces the amount of waste in landfills as well 
as the amount of gas, because composting is an 
aerobic process that doesn’t produce methane gas. 
 Rider will be showing a green film on 
Tuesday, Dec. 14 at 6 p.m. in Sweigart 115 called 
Garbage Dreams, which follows three young boys 
in Cairo, Egypt, through their everyday lives as 
garbage collectors. 
 Rider students as well as the rest of America 
need to recycle more and think about what they 
throw out and where they dispose of it. 

- Erin Marciniac
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep
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Holiday Face-off

Do you think the holiday season is too commercialized?
 Last week, How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas aired as a holiday special on 
television. This story follows the adven-
ture of a grouchy cave dweller who hates 
the noise associated with the holiday. 
He attempts to “steal Christmas” by 
robbing the citizens of the town below 
of all holiday decorations and gifts. The 
protagonist learns the true meaning of 
the holiday when, instead of crying, 
they celebrate anyway sans their mate-
rial goods. Today, too many would just 
spend the day lamenting the loss of the 
gifts.
 The commercialization of the holi-
day season is overwhelming, to say the 
least. This year, many stores put out 
their holiday decorations and displays as 
they did away with the back-to-school 
merchandise. On Black Friday, some 
stores such as Kohl’s, which opened at 3 
a.m., greeted customers earlier than ever 
while others, such as Wal-Mart, didn’t 
even close on Thanksgiving night. 
 While it is understandable that the 
economic downturn has caused many 
stores to advertise holiday bargains 
more aggressively than in years past, 
it seems that this year in particular 
the commercialization of the holiday 
season has gotten ridiculous. The holi-
day advertisements began weeks before 
Thanksgiving, advertising more than 
just the Black Friday deals. 
 The holiday season is supposed to 
be about whom you spend it with, a 
time to remember friends and family. 
It is a time to be grateful for what you 
have and to help out those less fortu-
nate. To light the menorah with family, 
to adorn the Christmas tree in decora-
tions and strings of lights, to spend time 
with friends who have been far away. 
These are the memories that will stay 
with us. A story of how the dog decided 
it was a Christmas present and slept 

under the tree 
will last longer 
than any gift.
 This may 
be an old-
f a s h i o n e d 
s e n t i m e n t , 
but what hap-
pened to “It’s 
the thought 
that counts”? 
There is noth-
ing wrong with the desire to do some-
thing nice for your family, your friends 
and/or your significant other during the 
holidays. This inclination is a reflection 
of the feelings for that particular person 
on any given day of the year. However, 
an expensive gift is not the only way to 
demonstrate that affection, despite the 
claims of many advertisements, particu-
larly those from jewelry stores of late.
 The holiday season is a time of 
celebration for people of many cultures. 
Time with friends and family, especially 
after finals, is simply good for the soul. 
Other aspects of the season such as dec-
orating the house or going to a friend’s 
holiday party are wonderful ways to 
enjoy the holidays, as old-fashioned as 
that phrase sounds.
 Dr. Seuss wrote The Grinch because 
he felt the holiday season was becoming 
too commercialized back in the early 
1960s. As a former political cartoonist, 
he made his opinion known through 
satire. Today we need to take that com-
mentary to heart because we seem to 
have lost the true meaning of the holi-
day season in a sea of commercialism. 
 

- Jess is a junior journalism major.

Yes: Jess Scanlon

 Around the holidays, commer-
cials usually premiere using bright and 
dazzling Christmas colors to attract 
customers to buy the latest gizmos 
and gadgets. Some say that Christmas 
causes advertisers to change their strat-
egies. Sure, this is the time for many 
television networks to target audiences 
with Christmas specials, for advertis-
ers to try to get us in the spirit of the 
holidays by making their commercials 
snowy and sparkly, and for musicians 
to release new Christmas albums. But, 
the holidays are still only meant for one 
thing: family. 
 Some of these newer commercials 
are geared toward getting us to buy 
products, but we are smart enough 
to look past the need for “the perfect 
present.” Christmas is the time we all 
get to appreciate quality time — like 
decorating the Christmas tree, sipping 
hot chocolate and having that hearty 
Christmas breakfast — with those who 
matter most. 
 A good example of this is a Scotch 
Tape commercial. A mother is wrap-
ping Christmas presents for her kids 
and the whole message suggests that 
you might as well have fun wrapping 
this gift because you know your kids 
will enjoy opening it. In the end, that 
commercial is centered on family and 
seeing the joy on their faces when they 
open a present on Christmas morning. 
Another example is when ABC Family 
advertises its 25 Days of Christmas, 
when it has family-friendly movies for 
children and parents to sit at home and 
enjoy a classic tale of Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer or How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas. 
 In the back of our minds, we may 
be thinking about getting to the store 
for that holiday sale we’re dying to go 
to, but we’re still able to focus on the 

quality fam-
ily time.
 T h e 
h o l i d a y 
break is a 
special time. 
This will 
be my first 
C h r i s t m a s 
that I’m not 
home for the 
weeks lead-
ing up to the holiday. After finals, I 
look forward to seeing everyone again. 
After all, the holidays are about spend-
ing time with people you care most 
about, going ice skating, getting in 
snowball fights, baking cookies for 
Santa in hopes that he’ll bring you the 
presents you want and, my personal 
favorite, sleeping underneath the lit 
tree on Christmas Eve. 
 Now that we are older, we are 
able to buy the things we want, which 
means we shouldn’t be so demanding 
on our wish lists. We should focus 
on what to give to others more than 
ourselves. I have a secret Santa gift 
to give to someone so I would rather 
focus on getting that person a gift they 
want instead of worrying about what 
someone will give to me. And since my 
parents pay most of my college tuition, 
I want to get them something they will 
enjoy. I can buy myself something I 
want at a later time. 
 We obviously can see past all the 
glitz and glam that the media and 
commercials present this time of year. 
When we were younger, the holidays 
were about gifts, but as we’ve gotten 
older, we can appreciate our family, 
which is the true meaning of the holi-
days. 

- Neil is a freshman journalism major.

No: Neil Rasbury

Letter to the Editor

RA defends program, asks serious questions
 After reading “Student Sees Lack of Assistance,” (Dec. 3) 
many thoughts came to mind. Who is the RA that prompted such 
an article? As a freshman, can the writer really have the insight to 
write such harsh things about the Residence Life program? After 
all, one bad experience surely cannot speak for the program as a 
whole. Furthermore, is this what people really think about RAs, or 
is this just the view of one person? 
 As a second-year Resident Advisor, I must say that I disagree 
wholeheartedly with the article. First of all, RAs do not make a lot 
of money. In fact, I have friends who work in the library who make 
more money than I do. 
 Secondly, the author wrote, “I was expecting to be working all 
day.” RAs are not expected to work all day. In fact, when we are 
not on duty we are obligated to report any incidents to the RA on 
duty, but we do not need to respond to it ourselves. Do we though? 
Most of the time, yes. It is important to remember, however, that 
we are students first and foremost. We go to class and do home-
work. We are involved with clubs and have friends that we hang 
out with. 
 I am not saying that RAs are perfect, and just as in any job, 
I’m sure there are those who are not living up to the expectations 
of their Residence Directors (RD). This is why we go through 

evaluations and have one-on-one meetings with our RDs in addi-
tion to our regular staff meetings. If a resident thinks that an RA 
is not behaving properly or has not been supportive of his or her 
residents, I would advise that resident to speak with the RA per-
sonally or contact the RD. 
 Please remember that RAs do much more than meets the eye. 
We make door decorations and bulletin boards, host programs 
every month, hang back after everyone leaves to close the buildings 
and come back early to go through training (every semester) and 
open the buildings. I have, on more than one occasion, been awake 
from 9 p.m. to 7 a.m. working on an incident. And trust me, we 
fill out so much paperwork it’s not even funny. It isn’t easy to gain 
the respect of your peers, but we try the best that we can. 
 I don’t want anyone to think that just because it may seem 
like one RA is not living up to one student’s expectations that all 
of Residence Life is like that. Again, if you have a problem, talk to 
your RA or RD. 

- Amber Currie
Class of 2011

The Rider News serves as a 
public forum for student 
expression and welcomes 
letters to the editor from 
all members of the univer-
sity community. Letters must 
include the writer’s telephone 
number and e-mail address 
for verification. Letters that 
constitute personal attacks 
on individuals or groups are 
unacceptable. We reserve the 
right to edit letters to the edi-
tor for length, clarity, accura-
cy, grammar and libel. Letters 
must be appropriate in terms 
of taste and civility. Brevity 
is encouraged. All decisions 
are at the sole discretion of 
the editorial board, which 
may reject any letter. Send 
to The Rider News via e-mail 
(ridernews@rider.edu), cam-
pus mail, or hand deliver to 
Ridge House. 

* For a second Letter to the Editor regarding “Student Sees Lack 
of Assistance,” visit www.theridernews.com.



tough opponents and MAAC 
foes.
 The women’s basketball 
team (0-7) has had a dismal 
year thus far, unable to win 
and doing so in blowout fash-
ion. There is no one specif-
ic weakness. Lack of offense 
and defense is crippling the 
Broncs, and there seems to be 
no end in sight. Coming up 
for Rider is its most daunting 
task of the season: Georgetown. 
The Hoyas (7-2) are the 11th-
ranked team in America and 
visit Alumni Gym on Saturday. 
Unless head coach Lynn 
Milligan can address the offen-
sive and defensive problems, it 
is only a matter of time before 
the ship completely sinks. 
 The swimming and diving 
teams are off to a slow start 
after fairly successful seasons 
last year. The men’s squad has 
been able to capture wins occa-
sionally while the women’s side 
got its first taste of victory for 
the season with a win over La 
Salle on Nov. 13. 
 The men’s and women’s 
teams both finished fifth at 
Princeton’s Big Al Open last 
weekend, which was successful 
for the Broncs. Rider finished 
behind Princeton, which won 
the meet, followed by Florida, 
Columbia and Brown. 
 “This meet was a perfect 
example of what our team is 
going to look like in the future 
and at the MAACs,” said senior 
Brianna Burns. “Everyone was 
supporting each other at pre-
liminaries and finals and every-
one swam super fast. I’m excit-
ed to see how well we are going 
to do now at the end of the 
season.”
 Burns has been a solid free-
style swimmer for the Broncs, 
streaming together consistent 
times in an attempt to help the 
Broncs jump out of their early 
season struggle. She will need 
to continue to do so in order 
to help the Broncs notch some 
more victories. Last season, the 
men’s team finished 3-5, while 
the women finished 7-2. 
 Both teams are looking to 
repeat their success from last 
year. In order to do this, both 
the men and women are going 
to need to shake off the early 
cobwebs and perform to their 
maximum potential at every 
meet.  
 The wrestling team opened 
up its season with a bang, 
defeating Gardner Webb and 
Anderson University by a total 
of 81-6. The Broncs lost to 
Virginia decisively, however, in 
between those meets. Out of 
the three tournaments the team 
has entered, it has competed 
and wrestled hard, earning all 
of its points. The team had an 
influx of freshmen this year, 

and the youth will only make 
the Broncs more dangerous in 
the future. 
 The Broncs, who fin-
ished 15-6 last year, return 
juniors Tyler Smith and Jimmy 
Kirchner, both of whom started 
the season nationally ranked, 
as well as sophomore Jim 
Resnick, who is ranked 17th in 
the 165-pound division. Head 
coach Gary Taylor has been 
Rider’s wrestling coach for the 
past 33 seasons and knows how 
to win and move his team into 
contention. He is 361-199-4 in 
his coaching career. 
 The hockey team (16-4) 
is continuing its success after 
last year’s near-champion-
ship season when it came up 
short against UMBC for the 
MACHA title. After the gradu-
ation of key seniors, the Broncs 
are blending youth with strong 
leadership from the upperclass-
men. 
 The top line, composed 
of sophomore captain Frank 
Garvey, senior captain D.J. 
Nork and junior Connor 
Dragone, has been producing 
points at an alarming pace. 
Through 19 games, Garvey has 
32 goals and 18 assists, while 
Nork has added 10 goals and 
30 assists. Dragone has con-
tributed in his own right, reg-
istering 14 goals and 18 assists. 
Garvey ranks fifth in the league 
in total points with 50, and is 
second in goals scored in the 
league. Nork is third in the 
league with 30 assists.
 A powerful offense is no 
good without a strong defense 
and goaltending. Senior Joseph 
Nalbone, who leads the league 
in minutes with more than 
1,013 minutes, has a 2.84 goals 
against average for the Broncs. 
The Broncs have a good 
chance of coming home with 
the MACHA championship if 
they continue to play the fast, 
unselfish hockey they are play-
ing of late. 
 The men’s and wom-
en’s track and field teams 
open their seasons Saturday 
with the Princeton New Year 
Invitational. Last year, the 
men’s indoors team finished 
second out of five while the 
women finished third out of 
six. Outdoors, the men finished 
second out of five while the 
women finished second out of 
six. The Broncs have the abil-
ity to compete as their records 
indicate. Getting off to a decent 
start could be a sign of good 
things to come for the track and 
field team this coming year. 
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    BRONCS’ BITS
Scores/Records (* denotes conference games)

Babysitter
Spring Semester
Seeking reliable, expe-
rienced babysitter for 2 
girls, 5 and 8 in Pen-
nington. Pick up from 
school, organize activi-
ties at home, 3:30-6:30 
PM (2-3 days/wk). Must 
have car, current refer-
ences and clean driving 
record. $10-14/hr based 
on experience. 
Call Amy (609-730-
0951 or 201-424-4002)
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Men’s Basketball 
(6-4 overall, 1-1 MAAC)
12/4
Pittsburgh 87, Rider 68
12/8
Rider 81, UMBC 39
12/11
at Drexel, 4 p.m.
12/15
vs. Monmouth, 7 p.m.
12/22
at La Salle, 7 p.m.
12/28
at Howard, 7 p.m.
1/3
vs. Manhattan, 7 p.m.*
1/7
at Niagara, 9 p.m.*
1/9
at Canisius, 2 p.m.*
1/14
vs. Iona, 7 p.m.*
1/17
vs. Fairfield, 7 p.m.*
1/20
vs. Marist, 7 p.m.*
1/24
at Siena, 7 p.m.*
1/27
at Iona, 7:30 p.m.*
1/29
at Saint Peter’s, 2 p.m.*

Women’s Basketball
(0-7 overall)
12/5
Princeton 87, Rider 45
12/8
Fordham 67, Rider 55
12/11
vs. Georgetown, 2 p.m.
12/19
at La Salle, 2 p.m.
12/29-12/30
at 14th Lehigh Christmas 
City Classic
vs. Lehigh, 7:30
vs. Buffalo/Mississippi State, 
5 p.m./7:30 p.m.
1/2
at Marist, 2 p.m.*
1/4
vs. Loyola (MD), 7 p.m.*

1/8
at Siena, 2 p.m.*
1/10
vs. Canisius, 7 p.m.*
1/13
vs. Manhattan, noon*
1/15
vs. Saint Peter’s, 2 p.m.*
1/21
at Iona, 7:30 p.m.*
1/24
at Manhattan, 7 p.m.*
1/28
vs. Marist, 7 p.m.*
1/30
at Fairfield, 1 p.m.*

Wrestling
(2-1 overall)
12/10
vs. Army, 7:30 p.m.
12/12
at Princeton, 1 p.m.
12/12
vs. Pennsylvania, 4 p.m.
12/29-12/30
at 48th Midlands 
Championships, 10 a.m.
1/5
vs. North Carolina State, 
7:30 p.m.
1/7-1/8
31st Virginia Duals, 9 a.m.
1/15
at CAA Duals, 10 a.m.
vs. Old Dominion*
vs. Binghamton*
vs. George Mason*
1/22
at Rutgers, 6 p.m.
1/29
at Franklin & Marshall, 11 
a.m.
1/29
at Columbia, 1 p.m.
 
Swimming & Diving
1/15
at Baltimore, Md.
vs. Loyola (MD), 1 p.m.*
vs. Botson College, 1 p.m.
1/21-1/22
at Rutgers Invitational, 6:30 
p.m. (Women only)

1/26
vs. Villanova, 4 p.m. (Men 
only)
2/2
vs. Lafayette, 4 p.m.

Track & Field
12/11
Princeton New Year 
Invitational, TBA
1/8
Penn State Relays, TBA
1/13
Monmouth Dual, TBA
1/22
Princeton Relays, TBA
1/28-1/29
Terrier Invitational, TBA

And More Sports...

Men’s soccer head coach 
Russ Fager has decided 
to retire. Fager coached at 
Rider for 36 seasons and 
twice earned the New Jersey 
Division I Head Coach of 
the Year award. The Broncs 
made the conference playoffs 
seven times during his 13 
seasons in the MAAC.

Head coach Barry Davis 
and the baseball team signed 
eight recruits for the 2012 
season. The group consists of 
Greg Fazio of Far Hills, N.J.; 
Eric Strano of Robbinsville, 
N.J.; David Hafer of Pine 
Grove, Pa.; Eric Thomas of 
Dallastown, Pa.; Kurt Sowa 
of Bensalem, Pa.; Justin 
Thomas of Richboro, Pa.; 
Mike Parsons of Liverpool, 
N.Y.; and Zach Mawson of 
Magnolia, De.

Senior Jhamar Youngblood 
has decided to leave the 
men’s basketball team. 
Youngblood transferred to 
Rider after playing two years 
for Monmouth.

M. BBall
Continued from p. 12

rebounds in the win. 
 “The freshmen and 
[Ezuma] really came up big,” 
Robinson said. “Especially 
Dera, he played his best college 
game Wednesday night.”
 However, Rider did not 
start off the game as planned, 
trailing 7-0 after the first couple 
minutes of action before going 
on a 32-2 run that blew the 
game open for the Broncs.
 “I think we all came 
together and played selfless,” 
Robinson said. “We realize that 
we have to play well together in 
order to be a good team.”

 Rider’s defense was the key 
in the victory, holding UMBC 
to just 29 percent from the 
field and 22 percent from three. 
The Broncs also did a good job 
of not fouling the Retrievers.  
UMBC attempted eight free 
throws and made only three 
of them. On the other side, 
the Broncs attempted 26 free 
throws and made 19 of them, 
going 71 percent at the charity 
stripe.
 Rider entered the game 
leading the MAAC in field goal 
percentage (.490) and three-
point percentage (.433), and its 
three-point percentage ranked 
25th in the country.
 Rider travels to take on 
Drexel (5-1) Saturday at 4 p.m. 

before hosting Monmouth on 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

Help Wanted
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 Rider is a school that 
prides itself on its winning 
ways and tough competi-
tive spirit. The winter sports 
this year have been shaky; 
however, some teams have 
asserted themselves, while 
other sport’s inconsistencies 
have hampered their perfor-
mances. 
 The juggernaut of Rider 
athletics is the men’s basket-
ball team (6-4), which has 
faced its fair share of ups 
and downs while playing a 
difficult out-of-conference 
schedule. After dropping 
its opening game against 
Massachusetts (7-2), Rider 
went on a four-game win-
ning streak, defeating the 
likes of Lafayette (4-6), USC 
(5-4), Texas Christian (7-3) 
and Loyola Marymount 
(5-5). Rider outscored its 
opponents on the four-game 
winning streak, 306-254.  
 The Broncs would drop 
their next game against rival 
MAAC member Siena (2-5), 
followed by a lackluster losing 
performance against Hofstra 
(5-3). Rider took out its frus-
trations against Manhattan 
(2-7) later that week before 
falling to Pittsburgh (10-0), 
the third-ranked team in the 
country.
 The two shining stars 
for the Broncs have been 
senior guard Justin Robinson 
and senior forward Mike 
Ringgold. Robinson aver-
ages 14.5 points per game 
while shooting close to 50 
percent from the outside. 
Ringgold has averaged 13.5 
points per game while grab-
bing nearly six rebounds a 
game. When each are on 
their game, the Broncs are 
tough to beat, especially with 
the help of the supporting 
cast from head coach Tommy 
Dempsey’s gritty team. 
 However, shaky shoot-
ing can spell trouble for the 
Broncs. Rider will have to 
remain sharp while facing a 
difficult schedule, but with 
cohesiveness and strong team 
play, the Broncs should be 
able to finish well against 

David Pavlak

Winter 
analysis 

See Winter, p. 10

Underclassmen tested at Open

 
 The Rider wrestling team 
took a slim squad of five under-
classmen wrestlers, consisting of 
four freshmen and one sopho-
more, to a tournament at Penn 
State in order to gain experi-
ence. 
 On Sunday, the wrestling 
team gave its regulars some rest 
and brought five wrestlers to 
compete at the Nittany Lion 
Open, where they performed 
well.
 “We had a couple injuries 
to our key starters and with the 
young group, we were back and 
forth with the idea of, do we 
make them grind through or 
let them rest up, get technically 
better and build confidence in 
the practice room and that’s 
the way we chose to do it,” 
said associate head coach John 
Hangey.
 Sophomore Alex Mortiz 
competed in the 125-pound 
weight class for the Broncs. 
In the pigtails, Mortiz defeat-
ed freshman Max Soria from 
Buffalo, 6-2, but then he lost 
in the first round to freshman 
Nate Morgan of Penn State, 
6-2. 
 Mortiz then got the chance 
to redeem himself in the wrestle-

backs. The Riverton native first 
defeated freshman T.J. Stanton 
from Mercyhurst College, win-
ning 7-0 and followed it up 
by beating freshman Colton 
Dalberth of Lock Haven, 10-6, 
but fell to freshman Jenkins 
Monzey of Maryland, 7-3, in 
the consolation quarterfinals.

 “Alex is a tough kid and 
he’s really coming along nicely,” 
Hangey said.
 Competing for the Broncs 
unattached was freshman 
heavyweight Tim Gecaj. In the 
first round, he defeated sopho-
more Ryan Gray of Maryland 
6-5, but was pinned 2:41 into 

his second match by junior 
Cameron Wade of Penn State.
 In Gecaj’s first consolation 
round, he was pitted against 
junior Michael McCarthy of 
the Naval Academy. Gecaj was 
struggling with an injury and 
could not continue.
 “Tim has a bright future,” 
Hangey said. “He’s a big, strong 
kid who has a desire to get bet-
ter.”
 Competing in the 
141-pound weight class was 
freshman Nick Papa, who 
wrestled unattached for Rider. 
He went against freshman Dan 
Manley of Hofstra and was 
defeated, 9-4, in his first match.
 Freshman Joe Benedetti 
lost in his first match as well. 
Paired against sophomore 
Jeffrey Brigham of Edinboro, 
he was defeated 10-2.
 Four Rider wrestlers are 
currently ranked nationally. 
Sophomore 165-pound Jim 
Resnick, junior 133-pound 
Jimmy Kirchner and senior 
174-pound Rob Morrison are 
the top Broncs who are cur-
rently ranked in the country.
 Rider will be hosting Army 
in a dual meet tonight at 7:30 
p.m. in Alumni Gym.
 “We feel rested, healthy 
and ready to see what the team’s 
made of,” Hangey said. 
 

WRESTLING

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Head coach Gary Taylor and his staff decided to rest their start-
ers, giving the younger Broncs added experience at Penn State. 

Men and women finish fifth at ‘Big Al’ Open 

 The men’s and women’s 
swimming and diving teams 
both finished fifth in the 
Princeton Big Al Open this past 
weekend. 
 The Broncs stayed consis-
tent throughout the three-day 
event, finishing fifth out of 
eight teams after each day.
 For the women on the 
third and final day, sophomore 
Addie Oswald finished fifth in 
the 200 back (2:03.80), fresh-
man Melanie Leonhard fin-
ished sixth in the 1,650 free 
(17:14.27) and senior Brianna 
Burns placed seventh in the 100 
free (51.88).
 Some other swimmers who 
did well for the women are 
sophomore Kelly O’Connor, 
who finished 12th in the 200 
back (2:04.75), and freshman 
Danielle Warwick, who com-
peted in the 200 back and fin-
ished 14th (2:07.29).
 Princeton won the event for 
the women easily with 1,190 
points. Florida, which finished 
second, finished with 880. 
Washington State and Brown 
finished third and fourth, 
respectively, while Rutgers, 
Drexel and Columbia trailed 

Rider in the eight team field.
 “This was a great meet for 
everyone on both the men’s 
and women’s sides,” said senior 
Aisley Carter. “We had a lot of 
our swimmers have their per-
sonal best times.”
 For the Rider men on 
the third day, seniors Arthur 
Arciszewski and Ryan 
Nelthropp led the Broncs as 
they both finished sixth in 
the 1,650 free (16:06.43) and 
200 fly (1:53.43), respectively. 
Sophomore Johnny Funk also 
had a strong outing as he fin-
ished seventh in the 200 back 
(1:53.61). Sophomore Jeremy 
Chaudet also had a top 10 as he 
placed 10th in the 200 breast 
(2:09.44).
 Princeton also won the 
event on the men’s side by a 
landslide, finishing with 1,256 
points while second place 
Florida had 883.5. Columbia 
and Brown finished just ahead 
of Rider with third and fourth 
place finishes, respectively.
 The top finisher for the 
women over the first two days 
of the event was Burns, who 
grabbed sixth and eighth place 
in the 200 free (1:51.38) and 50 
free (24.12), respectively. Senior 
Alicia Fimple also finished sixth 
in the 400 IM (4:32.85), while 
Carter finished ninth in the 
three-meter dive (226.15).

 “We saw some of the top-
notch teams on the diving side, 
which was a new and great 
experience for us,” Carter said. 
 For the men in the first 
two days, sophomore Brian 
Molloy finished sixth in the 
500 free (4:36.17) and junior 
Brendan Cavallaro placed ninth 
in the one-meter dive (246.55). 
Funk and Chaudet were sixth 
(4:06.56) and ninth (58.84), 
respectively, with Funk compet-
ing in the 400 IM and Chaudet 

in the 100 breast.
 The swimming and diving 
team has a long layoff now. 
Rider’s next meet isn’t until Jan. 
15 in Baltimore, Md., against 
Loyola (MD) and Boston 
College.
 “We’re really excited for 
our annual Florida training 
trip and, until then, we’re get-
ting ready for Loyola (MD) in 
January,” Carter said.

SWIM AND DIVE

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Senior Arthur Arciszewski led the men’s swimmers finishing sixth 
in the 1,650 yard freestyle at the Big Al Open last weekend.

Friday, Dec. 10, 2010 11

By Paige McAtee

The
Rider News

By Josh Veltrie
veltrie@theridernews.com



 

 The women’s basketball team’s struggles continued 
against Princeton and Fordham, losing both games and 
causing them to drop to 0-7 on the season. 
 The Broncs entered the court ready to be intro-
duced to their cross-town rivals. Breaking out to give 
Rider an early lead was junior Sarah Homan and 
freshman MyNeshia McKenzie with nine points each. 
McKenzie also added nine rebounds. 
 But the Tigers (5-2) quickly shot back, taking an 
11-2 lead until sophomore Dior Brown and Homan 
cut the lead to 13-6. Brown produced four points and 
five rebounds in only 29 minutes of play.
 Princeton then went on a 24-11 run and ended the 
first half with a 42-22 lead. 
 The second half began with the Tigers scoring 
12 straight and keeping the pressure coming, putting 
a 40-point gap between them and the Broncs with 
only 8:47 remaining in the game. Sophomore Shereen 
Lightbourne then cut the deficit to 34 with two free 
throws with the clock at 5:27, finishing her afternoon 
with six points in 31 minutes. 
 Rider’s shooting from the three-point range was 
0-8, which broke a 104 game three-point goal streak. 
The last time the Broncs struggled that badly from 
three-point range was a 0-13 performance at Siena on 
Jan. 2, 2007. 
 “Our game versus Princeton was obviously disap-
pointing,” said head coach Lynn Milligan. “We didn’t 

get it done on the defensive end and got beat on the 
boards. We have to be a good defensive team and win 
[that] battle to be successful.”
 On Wednesday night, the team came home to the 
Bronc Zoo to face off against Fordham (6-4), which 
resulted in a 67-55 loss. 
 Homan collected 14 points and eight rebounds to 
lead Rider. Shortly after, the Broncs scored in double 
figures when freshman Alicia Hall scored 15 points and 
Lightbourne added 11. Homan made her first three 
field goal attempts, giving Rider an 8-7 lead. 
 “Alicia Hall played a solid game at point guard,” 
said Milligan.
  Unfortunately, Fordham  didn’t let the Broncs take 
home a victory, as they made eight foul shots in the 
final 1:02 to seal the victory.  
 McKenzie added five points and 10 rebounds dur-
ing her 32 minutes off the bench.
 Rider was without its leading scorer, sophomore 
Caitlin Bopp, who was sidelined with a sprained ankle 
she suffered in practice the day before. Her presence 
inside was sorely missed. She is close to averaging a 
double-double, with eight points per game and 9.5 
rebounds per game.
   “We played a great 30 minutes but unfortunately 
the game is 40,” said Milligan. “We are not satisfied 
with just playing a good 30 but [were] pleased with the 
steps we took forward, especially since Caitlin Bopp 
was unable to play due to injury.”
 Rider hosts the 11th-ranked team in the nation in 
Georgetown (7-2) on Saturday at 2 p.m.
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 The men’s basketball team 
took on Pittsburgh, the num-
ber three team in the nation, 
with the hope of taking down 
another big name school on 
the road. The Broncs, however, 
were overmatched in an 87-68 
loss on Saturday.  Rider (6-4 
overall, 1-1 MAAC) followed 
up the defeat with an impres-
sive 81-39 home victory over 
UMBC (0-8) on Wednesday.
 Against Pittsburgh (10-0), 
senior Mike Ringgold was able 
to dominate the bigger front 
court by scoring a career-high 
24 points. Ringgold connect-
ed on 12 of his 16 field goal 
attempts while also contrib-
uting four rebounds and two 
assists.
 “[Pitt] played Mike one on 
one the entire game and he’s 
hard to play one on one against 
because he has so many good 
moves,” head coach Tommy 
Dempsey said. 
 In front of a packed arena 
of almost 9,000 fans, Rider 
managed to shoot the ball 
extremely well throughout the 
game, shooting 50 percent from 

the field. The Broncs shot an 
average 33 percent from three 
throughout the game and man-
aged to equal the Panthers with 
the points in the paint with 34 
apiece. 
 “I thought it was good. 
We competed hard for the 40 
minutes,” Dempsey said. “We 
responded well.”
 The difference in the game 
was the 14 turnovers Rider 
committed. Pittsburgh man-
aged to capitalize, converting 
those turnovers into 22 points.
 Senior Justin Robinson 
struggled in the first half with 
his matchup with one of the top 
guards in the country, junior 
Ashton Gibbs. The Pitt point 
guard held Robinson scoreless 
in the first half but the point 
guard from London managed 
to score 11 points in the second 
half. Juniors Novar Gadson and 
Brandon Penn also scored in 
double figures with 11 and 10, 
respectively.
 The Panthers were led by 
senior Brad Wanamaker, who 
played alongside Ringgold in 
high school. He had 16 points 
and 11 assists, helping the 
Panthers hold a double-digit 
lead throughout the second half 
and managed to hold off a cou-
ple of small runs by the Broncs.

 Dempsey could not have 
been happier with the perfor-
mance put on by Rider against 
UMBC. Nine of the 10 players 
who were on the court through-
out the game scored at least six 
points.
 “Nobody took more than 
eight shots and it would have 
been an easy game for the guys 
to worry about their numbers 
and no one did that,” he said.
 Penn led the well-bal-
anced Rider attack with 13 
points while sophomore Dera 
Nd-Ezuma had a career-high 
12 points. Penn scored his 
points in just 24 minutes while 
Ezuma made five of the six field 
goals he attempted.
 “Most people don’t know 
Dera had knee surgery in the 
pre-season and didn’t start prac-
ticing again until right before 
the UMass game,” Dempsey 
said. “It was nice to be able to 
get him some playing time, and 
he played really well.” 
 As a team, Rider scorched 
the nets, shooting nearly 60 
percent from the field and 44 
percent from three. Robinson 
and freshmen Anthony Myles 
and Tommy Pereira had nine 
points apiece while Ringgold 
had seven points and six 

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Junior Sarah Homan scored nine points, snatched 
five rebounds and blocked two shots at Princeton.

Bouncing Back
Rider beats down UMBC by 42 
after falling to #3 Pittsburgh 87-68

ESPN.com

Senior Mike Ringgold had a career game in the loss to #3 
Pittsburgh last Saturday, compiling 24 points and four rebounds.

Defeats continue as Broncs drop to 0-7
See M. Bball, p. 10

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

By Josh Veltrie
veltrie@theridernews.com

By Kim Leder

MEN’S BASKETBALL
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