
 Take a left out of the 
main entrance, follow the 
road straight until it becomes 
Nassau Street and make a left 
onto Chestnut Street, which 
becomes Walnut Lane, where 
you will find the other half of 
Rider.
 This approximately eight-
mile journey is the physical 
space between the Lawrenceville 
and Westminster campuses of 
Rider University. However, 
the distance between the two 
campuses seems to some to be 
much further.
 Communication between 
the two branches of Rider has 
increased in recent years, but 
not to the level that many stu-
dents and university officials 
would like, leading many to 
believe that there is a rift exist-
ing between them.
 “I think a lot of it is a 
misunderstanding,” said Jaclyn 
Beardsley, a senior music edu-
cation major on the Princeton 
campus who is about to take 
her first class in Lawrenceville 
next semester. “I think a lot of 
the bitterness from Westminster 
is because we don’t feel like 
we’re as much a part of Rider 
as we should be. We don’t really 
feel like we are wanted because 
we’re those ‘weird people at 
Westminster.’ People that don’t 
know anyone from Westminster 
think that we’re stuck up and I 
feel we can break that barrier.”
 Lawrenceville students 
feel similarly about the lack of 
understanding among students.
 “I think it’s because we’re 

not on the same campus, so 
we don’t consider them a part 
of us,” said Panco Kasapinov, 
a senior with a double major 
in management and leadership 
and human resource manage-
ment. “Personally, I don’t know 
where Westminster is, and I 
don’t have to go there so it 
doesn’t really matter to me. 
When I think of Rider, I think 
of it as a business school. Also, 
Westminster has its own name, 
which makes it seem like it’s its 
own school.”
 Amanda Arena, a senior 
Spanish and communication 
major, agreed.
 “It seems at times as if 
the schools are a forced mar-
riage and no one cares that 
Westminster kept their maiden 
name,” said Arena. “Luckily, 
the schools are taking some 
measures to bridge the gap. I 
am not saying that this can’t 
change. I just think we need 
some couples counseling.”
 This gap seems under-
standable. Until 1992, the two 
schools were separate. With the 
merger of Westminster Choir 
College and Rider College, 
the two were unified as one 
institution. The decades spent 
apart led to separate schedules 
and programs on each campus, 
making intercampus communi-
cation a challenge, especially for 
the two branches of the Student 
Government Association 
(SGA).
 “We do things differ-
ently,” said Scott Phillips, 
Lawrenceville SGA vice presi-
dent. 

 

 Phillips ticked off the dif-
ferences, such as schedules, 
majors offered on each cam-
pus, housing options and many 
other factors as evidenced in 
The Source, the Spring 2011 
Course Selection Catalog and 
other university publications.
 Dean of Students Anthony 
Campbell described a more 
broad difference.
 “It’s a lack of understand-
ing,” he said. “It’s different cul-
tures. You know, they’re very 
professionally focused on their 
campus, where [Lawrenceville 
is] more generalized.” 
 The institution that would 
become Westminster was 

founded as a choir in Dayton, 
Ohio. Originally called the 
Westminster Choir School after 
its 1926 founding, it moved 
to Ithaca, N.Y., in 1929. In 
1934, the group once again 
moved to Princeton, where the 
Westminster campus stands to 
this day.
 Rider would also relocate 
throughout its history, though 
on a much more local scale. 
The Lawrenceville campus did 
not open until 1964, when 
the entire college was relocated 
from Trenton. The evolution 
of the college is reflected in the 
original name of the school, 
Trenton Business College — 

which it was christened upon 
its 1865 founding. In the years 
that followed, the school would 
be renamed many more times 
until it finally became Rider 
University in 1994.
 Phillips said SGA repre-
sentatives from both campuses 
have been trying to create a 
dialogue, which has thus far 
been a three-year process. Last 
year the student government 
got together in an attempt to 
increase cross-campus program-
ming and other opportunities 
for the two groups of students 
to interact.
 “Our student governments 
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Despite the fact that administrators and both Student Government Associations have worked to bridge 
the gap between Rider’s two campuses, many students do not feel that much unity exists.  
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According to World AIDS 
Day speaker Elaine Pasqua, just 
one careless misstep could alter 
the course of your life perma-
nently. 

On Wednesday, Pasqua 
presented a program entitled, 

“Living and Loving in a World 
with AIDS.” Using her own life 
experiences and several exer-
cises, she showed students at 
Rider University how prevalent 
AIDS can become if people do 
not take the proper precautions. 

It is important for college 
students to be informed as half 

of all new HIV cases are within 
the 15 to 24 age group, Pasqua 
said. 
 Audience members were 
asked to participate in vari-
ous activities that revealed the 
prevalence of the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic. One exercise required 
participants to take a cup filled 

with water, which represent-
ed bodily fluid, and exchange 
with three other people. Two 
of the cups contained  sodium 
hydroxide to represent HIV. 
After the exchange, a drop of 
another chemical was added to 
each cup. The cups that turned 

Pasqua: AIDS is ‘everybody’s disease’

Elaine Pasqua

has students entranced

Basketball player makes transitionWhat not to do 
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Security BriefS

Failure to comply

 A female resident student 
has been hearing about her 
parking tickets through the 
mail. 
 The letter asking the stu-
dent to contact Public Safety 
about her parking tickets was 
sent on Oct. 28. As of Nov. 
24, the student has yet to 
speak with Public Safety. 

Access denied 

 A male resident student 
was charged with unau-
thorized presence or entry 
after attempting to get into 
his residence hall after the 
Thanksgiving break closing.
 The student was spotted 
exiting University House at 
about 6 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 
26. When asked why he was 
trying to get into the build-
ing, he replied that he had 
left something in his room. 
 The student was then 
informed that all residence 
halls were already closed for 
the break. 

Backwards entry

 A visitor’s vehicle had 
things backwards when try-
ing to enter Rider University 
last week. 
 On Friday, Nov. 26, at 
8:15 p.m., a vehicle entered 
campus via the South 
Entrance. The vehicle then 
proceeded to drive through 
the exit lane past the kiosk. 
 Public Safety officers 
stopped the male driver and 
informed him of the pro-
cedure for visitors entering 
campus. 

Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.

Rider celebrates World AIDS Day 
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Coming
Up ...

Friday, Dec. 3
Elf on Broadway Trip, 
4:30 p.m., BLC

Westminster Opera Theater 
presents Gala Opera Concert, 
8 p.m., Princeton High School. 
$20 adults and $15 students/
seniors. For tickets, call the 
box office at 609-921-2663, or 
purchase online at www.rider.
edu/arts.

Pub Night, 9 p.m., BLC Pub

Bronc Bingo, 10 p.m., Daly’s

Saturday, Dec. 4
Westminster Opera Theater 
presents Gala Opera Concert, 
8 p.m., Princeton High School. 
$20 adults and $15 students/
seniors. For tickets, call the 
box office at 609-921-2663, or 
purchase online at www.rider.
edu/arts.

Westminster Concert Bell 
Choir, 8 p.m., Bristol Hall 
Chapel. $20 adults and $15 
students/seniors. For tickets, 
call the box office at 609-921-
2663, or purchase online at 
www.rider.edu/arts.

Sunday, Dec. 5
Holiday Concert, 3 p.m., 
Gill Chapel

Westminster Concert Bell 
Choir, 4 p.m., Bristol Hall 

Chapel. $20 adults and $15 
students/seniors. For tickets, 
call the box office at 609-921-
2663, or purchase online at 
www.rider.edu/arts.

Monday, Dec. 6
Study Abroad Info Session, 
4 p.m., Daly’s Princeton Room

Rider University Band 
Winter Concert, 7:30 p.m., 
Yvonne Theater

Pub Night, 9 p.m., BLC Pub

Baby Wants Candy Improv 
Musical Group, 10 p.m., 
Cavalla Room

Tuesday, Dec. 7
GSA Variety Show, 8 p.m., 
Yvonne Theater

Wednesday, Dec. 8
Winter Wonderland, 5 p.m., 
Residential Quad and Daly’s

Thursday, Dec. 9
Pub Night, 4:30 p.m., BLC 
Pub

Celebration of Lights, 
5 p.m., Cavalla Room

Compiled by Dalton Karwacki
To list your event, e-mail
ridernews@rider.edu.
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Correction
 In the Nov. 19 pho-
to spread, “Haunting past 
kept alive in art,” one cap-
tion identified a piece as “M 
and Me.” The correct title is 
“Massacre of the Innocents.” 
Also, in the caption for 
“Prelude/Propaganda,” it 
was a Jewish man with his 
hand in the other’s pocket, 
not a Nazi soldier.

Dr. Charles Richardson, 
professor emeritus of history, 
passed away on Tuesday, Nov. 
30, from complications from a 
fall after a long battle against 
cancer.
 Richardson joined Rider’s 
History Department in the 
fall of 1967. He retired in 
2003, but continued teach-
ing part time until the spring 
of 2010 when he was forced 
to withdraw for health rea-
sons, according to Dr. Anne 
Osborne, chair of the History 
Department.
 According to Osborne, 
Richardson specialized in 
European intellectual history, 
modern European history and 
Middle Eastern history, teach-
ing upper level courses in these 
areas as well as core world his-
tory courses.
 Dr. Joseph Gowaskie, 
a professor in the History 
Department, reflected on his 
relationship with Richardson.
 “I am deeply saddened 
by Charlie’s death,” Gowaskie 
said. “He was a great colleague 
of mine for 40 years, but more 

importantly a close friend as 
well. A person like Charlie 
only comes along once in a 
lifetime if you are fortunate. I 
was fortunate to be his friend.”
 According to a statement 
released by the University on 
Thursday, Richardson was 
engaged with his students both 
in and out of the classroom, 
making his home the site of 
awards banquets and picnics 
for students, faculty and alum-
ni, something also mentioned 
by Osborne.
 “For many years, he and 
his wife hosted events for stu-
dents at their home across the 
street from Rider every spring 
and fall,” said Osborne. “They 
were warm, welcoming, gener-
ous and hospitable. They real-
ly took the students and the 
department under their wing.”
 Dean of Students Anthony 
Campbell shared his memories 
of Richardson as well.
 “I’ve known him since I’ve 
been here,” Campbell said. 
“He had a lovely wit about 
him. He loved students and 
he loved Rider. Some of my 
fondest memories with Dr. 
Richardson were sitting with 
him at basketball games and 
watching him yell at the refs 
and cheer for the team.”
 A memorial service for 
Richardson will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 18, at 11:30 
a.m. in the Lawrenceville 
Presbyterian Church.

Dalton Karwacki

Longtime professor 
known for dedication 
to students passes away

Students, faculty and staff at Rider participated in World AIDS Day on Wednesday.  World AIDS Day, which was started by the 
World Health Organization in 1988, aims to promote global awareness of the sexually transmitted disease. Groups of students 
at Rider put together several AIDS quilts, and information about an AIDS walk was provided to those interested in participating. 

Photos by Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Be sure to check 
theridernews.com 
for our weekly 
blogs on everything 
from sports to pho-
tography to life as a 
freshman.

Dr. Charles Richardson



 In an effort to promote 
unity and togetherness, Rider’s 
Diversity Council asked a sim-
ple thing of Rider students: if 
you see a stranger in the halls, 
high five them. 
 The event, which took 
place on Wednesday, was cre-
ated by the Diversity Council 
in response to the bullying that 
led to the suicide of Rutgers 
freshman Tyler Clementi in 
September, as well as the sui-
cides of numerous other homo-
sexual individuals who were the 
victims of bullying. 
 “We were just throwing out 
ideas of ways to get the campus 
together and promote unity,” 
said senior Clarissa Gould, the 
diversity chair for the Student 
Government Association. “We 
started brainstorming ideas and 
then High 5! Day came up. We 
all agreed that [a high five] is a 
very simple gesture, but it can 
go so far.”
 Senior Amber Currie, 
founder and executive board 
member of Rider Allies Against 
Bullying (RAAB), said that pro-
moting unity on campus helps 
to reduce bullying, something 
she believes needs to happen. 

 “RAAB has not had any 
events as of yet,” she said. 
“However, our first task next 
semester will be holding a 
Pledge Against CollegeACB 
event. I think starting with this 
event will hit home for some 
people.”
 Currie believes that 
CollegeACB, a website where 
students can post anonymous 
comments about other students 
on their college campus, is 
where the most bullying occurs 
at Rider. 
 “The one and only time 
I signed onto CollegeACB, I 
cried,” she said. “The things 
people say about each other are 
disgusting. I had no idea that 
people at Rider could be so 
hateful.” 
 Gould also believes that 
CollegeACB and websites like 
it pose a huge problem. 
 “I think in that setting 
where you can go online and be 
anonymous is a very huge deal,” 
she said. “Just having a site 
like that just shows that bully-
ing still happens. Even though 
we’re in college and we’re sup-
posed to be more grown up, it 
can still happen in the form of 
cyberbullying.” 
 High 5! Day came after the 
passage of the “Anti-Bullying 
Bill of Rights” on Nov. 22 in 
the New Jersey Legislature. The 

bill is waiting to be signed into 
law by Gov. Chris Christie. 
 The bill, which is a direct 
response to the recent string of 
suicides by members of the gay 
community, states that training 
would be required for school 
teachers and officials as to 
“what constitutes harassment, 
intimidation, and bullying, and 
clearer standards on how to 
prevent, report, and respond to 
incidents of harassment, intimi-
dation, and bullying.” 
 The new bill will strength-
en the law set forth in 2002, 
which only required schools to 
develop their own anti-bullying 
programs but did not enforce 
whether or not they were used. 
 “We have been working 
on this for nine months,” said 
Assemblywoman Valerie Huttle 
at a Senate Education and 
Assembly committee meeting 
on Nov. 15. “It’s almost like 
delivering the baby today.”
 Additionally, the bill will 
also require administrators, 
teachers and other employees 
to complete training in suicide 
prevention. 
 Currie is a member of 
Garden State Equality, a group 
that helped to get the bill 
passed. 
 “This bill is going to be 
something that RAAB will have 
to educate itself on for next 

semester,” she said. “It is a great 
bill and I really hope that the 
school districts step up to the 
plate to crack down on bully-
ing.”
 Huttle stressed that the bill 
was for everyone who has ever 
been bullied and it was not just 
a gay rights bill, despite the 
sponsorship of Garden State 
Equality.
 “One in six children are 
bullied on a regular basis,” she 
said. “Obviously we cannot 
legislate behavior, but we are 
hoping that this comprehensive 
piece of legislation changes the 
culture of kids from [grades] 
K through 12. This bill is not 
about implementing a uniform 
code of conduct, but I’m hop-

ing to change the culture and 
be sensitive to the needs of oth-
ers.” 

Currie, who is also on the 
Diversity Council, said she 
loved the idea of promoting 
unity on campus. 
 “We’re all part of Rider 
and we should feel like one big 
family,” she said. “We on the 
Diversity Council have noticed 
a lot of cliques and separation 
around campus. That’s how 
bullying begins — because peo-
ple are different. The more we 
know about each other and the 
more open we are to new ideas 
and people, the easier it is for 
everyone to get along.”

High 5! Day uses simple gesture to promote unity
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Catch Up or Get Ahead During 
2010-11 Winter Sessions* at  
Mercer County Community College

For students seeking to complete a 
class in six weeks online or in three 
weeks on campus this winter, Mercer 
County Community College offers 
two accelerated sessions during its 
traditional mid-winter break. 

Mercer’s new Winter Session 
includes over 30 courses from  
across the college curriculum.  

Questions? Admissions or registration assistance: (609) 570-3795 or email admiss@mccc.edu

Register now to reserve your seat!

2010-11 Winter Sessions Length Starts Ends in-person online

Virtual College (online)
distance learning 6 weeks 12/20/10 1/28/11 12/20/10 12/20/10
On-Campus classes 3 weeks 1/3/11 1/21/11 12/22/10 1/3/11

Registration Deadlines

*Visiting students wishing to take course(s) at Mercer must supply an unofficial transcript and/or written  
permission from their home college.

Get Academic
      Solutions at Mercer

WINTER SESSION

SCAN ME!
View classes and enroll at 

www.mccc.edu/winter

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Dean of Students Anthony Campbell and senior Courtney 
Mataras participate in Diversity Council’s High 5! Day. 
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AIDS
Continued from p. 1

pink contained the symbolic 
HIV. More than 75 percent 
of the participants contracted 
HIV. 
 A second exercise required 
participants to read off of a card 
about their fictional character’s 
sexual history. Colored dots on 
the front of the cards corre-
sponded to the various individ-
uals of the group their character 
had sexual relations with before 
the scenario was posed. The 
two main characters wanted to 
determine if the other was free 
of sexually transmitted diseases 
before they engaged in sex. The 
exercise examined real life sce-
narios in which people alter or 
fabricate their sexual history. 
Skewing the lines leads to the 
possibility of a sexually trans-
mitted disease. Pasqua stressed 
the importance of using a con-
dom with every sexual encoun-
ter. 
 World AIDS Day, which 
takes place every year on Dec. 
1, is a global day first devel-
oped by the World Health 
Organization in 1988 to pro-
mote the awareness of HIV and 
AIDS. 
 Pasqua is a former fac-
ulty member of the New 
Jersey AIDS Education and 
Training Center and served as 

a member of the Pennsylvania 
HIV Prevention Community 
Planning Committee. She is 
also the president of Project 
Prevention, a nonprofit orga-
nization that aims to provide 
AIDS/HIV education to ele-
mentary and high school age 
students. Among her numerous 
distinguished awards, Pasqua 
was nominated in both 2009 
and 2010 for the “Reader’s 
Choice Award for Best Speaker 
of the Year for Campus 
Activities.”
 After witnessing the heart-
break that accompanies AIDS 
firsthand, Pasqua vowed to pro-
mote discussion about AIDS 
prevention. In 1989, Pasqua’s 
mother and stepfather were 
diagnosed with AIDS. Her step-

father had already contracted 
Hepatitis-B from his previous 
wife. He participated in a clini-
cal study in 1979 that aimed to 
cure Hepatitis-B carriers. One 
of the substances used in the 
test was human blood plasma 
from San Francisco, an HIV 
hotbed at the time. Pasqua’s 
stepfather unknowingly passed 
the virus on to her mother. 
 “When we don’t think it’s 
going to happen to us, it’s not 
on the radar and we’re not tak-
ing the precautions to prevent 
the infection,” Pasqua said. 
 HIV (Human Immuno-
deficiency Virus) targets the 
T-cells, messenger cells of the 
immune system. The average 
human has a T-cell count from 
800-1400, which may vary day 

to day. HIV converts the RNA 
of a T-cell into an HIV cell. 
This, in turn, can create one 
billion new HIV cellular par-
ticles a day. HIV can incubate 
in the body for 10 years. Many 
do not know they have the virus 
and their T-cell count continues 
to plummet. Once the amount 
of T-cells falls to 200, the per-
son is classified as an AIDS 
(Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome) patient. 
 “It’s everybody’s disease,” 
Pasqua said. “It doesn’t know 
the difference between male 
and female, black or white, gay 
or straight.” 
 Pasqua was urged by her 
parents not to reveal their con-
dition because they feared the 
ignorant backlash from close 
friends and family. Before 1996, 
HIV was a death sentence. 
Most patients died within two 
years of diagnosis. Protease 
Inhibitor drugs ceased the pro-
duction of HIV cells within the 
body. These drugs dramatically 
altered the life of an HIV or 
AIDS patient. People began to 
live longer but still struggled 
with the disease. 
 Patients with HIV or AIDs 
suffer from a severely compro-
mised immune system. Pasqua 
noted a 48-year-old AIDS 
patient who has an immune 
system equivalent to that of an 
88-year-old. 
 Pasqua’s parents both lost 

their battle with AIDS. The 
taboo surrounding the disease 
did not aid in its prevention. 
Pasqua’s program aims to break 
down that stigma and promote 
informational discussion. 
 The program was inter-
active as well as educational. 
Pasqua outlined the four bodily 
fluids that transmit HIV: blood, 
semen, breast milk and vagi-
nal secretions. She enumerated 
activities that can pass on the 
virus, many of which are not 
often mentioned. Unprotected 
sexual intercourse was the most 
common. Other ways of trans-
mitting the disease include 
sharing needles used from drug 
transfusions, piercings and tat-
toos. Even sharing a toothbrush 
with someone can transmit 
HIV because of bleeding from 
small cuts in the gums. 
 Pasqua provided three pro-
tective sexual options: absti-
nence, masturbation and sex 
with a condom. The crux of 
her message was protection and 
prevention. Pasqua explained 
that, regardless of one’s personal 
beliefs, people should educate 
themselves and utilize protec-
tion.  
 “Take this information that 
I share with you today and 
share it with other friends, for 
you can make a difference and 
save a life,” she said. 

Red ribbons with an AIDS fact attached to them were handed 
out at the event so that students could support the cause. 

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News



      
 
 
 Although many students  believe 
“ignorance is bliss” when it comes to 
politics, senior Missy Rebovich would 
strongly argue otherwise.
 Rebovich, who is a double major in 
psychology and sociology with a minor 
in law and justice, discusses and deals 
with politics in her everyday life.
 Last month, she was approached by 
senior anchor of New Jersey Network 
Jim Hooker about a story focused on her 
and her blog, “Wake-Up Call.”
 Currently, Rebovich is interning 
for Politicker NJ, a political website 
owned by the New York Observer that 
is focused on New Jersey’s politics and 
current events. Every morning around 
6:20, Rebovich is responsible for post-
ing “Wake-Up Call,” a blog that updates 
citizens on political news in New Jersey.
 Her interest in politics comes from 
her late father, Dr. David Rebovich, who 
was an associate professor of political 
science at Rider. She said he exposed her 
to politics at a very young age but never 
forced her to get involved.
 “He thought my majoring in psy-
chology was great,” she said. “People 
would joke how I wasn’t majoring in 
politics and that was totally fine with 
him. He just wanted me to do what I 
wanted to do.”

 Dr. Rebovich was a well-known and 
respected political commentator along 
with being the managing director of the 
Institute for New Jersey Politics, which 
was renamed The Rebovich Institute for 
New Jersey Politics in his memory after 
his sudden passing in October 2007.
 Dr. Rebovich had a strong politi-
cal presence on campus and outside of 
Rider, which his daughter recognizes.
 “He really was ‘the guy’ that you 
went to and I didn’t notice that until 
after he passed away, after looking at 
articles from previous elections and not 
seeing any other name in these things,” 
she said. “I just thought other people’s 
parents had jobs where they would come 

home to this kind of thing. Dad never 
made me aware that he was anyone spe-
cial.”
 Rebovich’s father was both modest 
and nurturing, since he had a keen eye 
for expanding students’ knowledge on 
politics and providing opportunities that 
most likely wouldn’t have been present-
ed otherwise. He was very passionate 
about politics, which is something that 
his daughter has carried on.
 In addition to interning at Politicker 
NJ, Rebovich has been involved in other 
facets of politics on campus as well. 
During her freshman year, she became 
involved with what was then the Rider 
Institute for New Jersey Politics, now 

The Rebovich Institute for New Jersey 
Politics, as well as University Democrats. 
She worked with University Democrats 
to help students register to vote and 
provide them with information about 
then-candidate Senator Barack Obama 
and former governor Jon Corzine.
 Outside of Rider, she worked at 
the Trenton Council for a brief time, 
where she canvassed and helped with 
election-related events. Whether it was 
e-mailing, researching or writing a let-
ter for the governor, she gained valuable 
skills throughout her ventures.
 Despite all of the places Rebovich 
has worked, there’s one place that has 
stood out from all of the rest.
 “At the time, being at former state 
Senator Bill Baroni’s office was my 
favorite thing in the world,” she said. “It 
was just really cool to me. We were writ-
ing a lot of letters and I learned a lot of 
issue-related things.”
 Although a job in politics is not her 
dream, the knowledge she has gained 
about the subject is something that she 
has grown up with that will never leave 
her. After college, Rebovich wants to 
pursue a master’s degree in public policy.
 “I guess parents have friends out-
side of work, but mine really didn’t,” 
Rebovich said. “So if my mom was with 
her friends, they were talking about poli-
tics, and it was always politics with dad. 
It’s the only thing I know.”

run parallel,” said Anthony 
Baron, Westminster SGA pres-
ident. “[The alliance] creates 
avenues for communication.”
 The student government’s 
attempted integration of the 
two campuses is simple. Despite 
the differences between them, 
they are both Rider campuses, 
and are a part of the same 
university, as listed on both the 
school’s websites and in The 
Source. 
 Joel Phillips, professor of 
music theory and composition 
at Westminster and chair of 
the University Academic Policy 
Committee, shared his perspec-
tive on the integration of the 
two campuses from its ongoing 
state of separation — function-
ing as two institutions to a 
single one.
 “Slowly but surely the 
campuses have integrated many 
aspects of their life and cul-
ture,” Phillips said. “That said, 
the two campuses will always 
have unique qualities and will 
continue to excel in different 
areas. These differences should 
continue to be celebrated.” 
 One goal to unify the cam-
puses is to create a constitution 
that would bring together both 
branches of SGA by creating 
an intercampus committee that 
would consist of members of 
the two executive boards that 

would meet a few times per 
semester.
 Outside of SGA, there have 
been other sources of contact 
between students from both 
campuses. The SEC-sponsored 
Jason Derülo concert on the 
Lawrenceville campus in 
October attracted Westminster 
students too. Phillips and Brian 
Guzman, the Lawrenceville 
SGA president, and other 
Lawrenceville students attend-
ed Westminster’s Homecoming 
Dance in September. The ser-
vice organization Circle K has 
also hosted events on both cam-
puses. 
 In the academic arena, the 
Baccalaureate Honors Program 
(BHP) has members on both 
campuses and students enrolled 
in the program can take honors 
classes on either campus. 
 For example, junior 
Christopher Homoky, a chem-
istry major took a BHP course 
at Westminster. 
 “The [Westminster] cam-
pus felt more city-like,” he said. 
 He said that Westminster 
was less isolated than 
Lawrenceville because it is off 
Nassau Street in Princeton, 
a busier area than the stretch 
of Route 206 where the 
Lawrenceville campus is locat-
ed.
 Students can take cours-
es on either campus, but the 
practice is not common. Baron 
attributes it to the expansion of 

courses and programs offered 
on both campuses, making 
it easier to take the required 
courses on one campus.
 Most students elect to 
remain on one campus because 
of factors such as traffic and 
convenience. 
 For example, when senior 
Amy Kaufman switched her 
major from vocal performance 
to English halfway through 
her freshman year, she chose 
to take the remainder of her 
classes on the Lawrenceville 
campus because she did not 
want to have to commute to 
Westminster.
 “The transition was 
easy,” Kaufman said. “Getting 
between the two campuses was 
hard.”
 “I feel that it’s good to take 
classes on one campus,” added 
Kaufman. “The separation is an 
unfortunate side effect for the 
two campuses.”
 Kaufman said that the shut-
tle service between Princeton 
and Lawrenceville has improved 
significantly in the past few 
years, making it easier for stu-
dents to go between the cam-
puses if they decide to do so. 
The shuttle makes rounds 
between them every hour from 
early afternoon through eve-
ning on weekdays, including a 
few extra stops to nearby attrac-
tions on Saturdays.
 Combining orientations 
has helped to increase com-

munication between campuses, 
Campbell said.
 “We now do freshman 
orientation where we all start 
together,” he said. “People 
started making friends and 
doing things together [on the 
Lawrenceville campus], and 
so there’s more interaction 
between the students now.” 
 SGA plans to further inte-
grate the two campuses through 
activities outside the classroom 
and extracurricular activities 
after class and on the week-
ends. This is reflected in the 
creation of the Westminster 
Relations chair, a member of 
the Lawrenceville President’s 
Cabinet who attends some 
Westminster Senate meet-
ings and plans events to fos-
ter community, according to 
an amendment passed by the 
Lawrenceville Senate during 

the 2009-2010 school year. 
The current chair is senior Kim 
Doerhoffer.  
 Guzman said the chair’s 
work will include organizing a 
Bronc Buffet that will be held 
on the Westminster campus in 
the spring semester and getting 
members of the Westminster 
campus more  involved in Relay 
for Life, the American Cancer 
Society fundraiser to be held for 
the third year on Lawrenceville 
campus. 
 “It is now possible for a 
Westminster student to be 
on the equestrian team and a 
Lawrenceville student to sing 
on the stage of Carnegie Hall,” 
said Scott Phillips. “These are 
great opportunities that were 
previously impossible.”  
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Rider’s political ‘Wake-Up Call’

Helen Mannion/The Rider News

Rebovich works on her blog “Wake-Up Call” for her internship for Politicker NJ.

DiviDe

By Heather Fiore
fioreh@theridernews.com

‘The two campuses will 
always have unique qual-
ities... these differences 
should continue to be 
celebrated.’

-Joel Phillips, 
Professor at Westminster

Continued from p. 1



 
 
 
 There were no magic wands. There 
wasn’t a cape, a trick deck of cards or rab-
bits being pulled out of hats. However, 
there was still a sense of magic in the 
Yvonne Theater Wednesday night when 
renowned hypnotist Sailesh performed.
 Sailesh was coined “The Best 
Hypnotist in the World” by MTV Europe 
after his video of a woman in Iceland hav-
ing multiple orgasms went viral on the 
Internet, acquiring 15 million hits.
 “They knew I was the most original 
and had the best personality,” Sailesh said.
 The night was based on audience par-
ticipation, with 28 people sitting in a row 
on stage, and Sailesh began by explaining 
the process of hypnosis and insisting that 
everyone hypnotizes themselves every day, 
if only for a couple of seconds. Then, he 
put on soothing music, turned toward the 
eager participants and started the show.
 There was no stereotypical swinging 
necklace, but Sailesh did inform the 28 
that they were slowly becoming drowsy. 
The students focused on breathing deeply 
while relaxing their muscles one at a time. 
After a few minutes, upon the touch of his 
hand, they were ordered to fall into a deep 
sleep. One by one, their heads dropped. 
The few who were not affected were sent 
back into the audience.

 That was when the show truly began. 
He started off simply, describing a huge 
snowstorm. Slowly but surely, he began 
to drop the temperature. The students 
on stage began shivering, wrapping their 
arms around themselves. When he told 
them that the temperature dropped below 
zero, they began to hug one another in 
an attempt to keep warm, still trembling 
noticeably. The instant he told them to go 
back to sleep, however, their eyes snapped 
shut and it was as if none of it had hap-
pened.
 He took them through a few scenes 
after that, including one involving a space 
mission to Mars and an unfriendly alien, 
a belt that he made everyone believe was a 
snake, a few television shows that evoked 
different emotions and a nude hypnotist. 
 All the while, the students were told 
to remain in their chairs. For the next 
scene, however, they were told to walk 
through the audience. He told them calm-
ly that the ceiling was on fire, though no 
one else could see it because it was hidden 
by a thin curtain. He said that they need 
to evacuate everyone, but if the room gets 
too smoky, they can use their left shoe as 
an oxygen mask. After reminding them 
several times that they were not to panic 
and informing them that once they left 
the stage, they were only allowed to walk 
and talk in slow motion, Sailesh released 
them, and they expressed their panic and 
used their shoes according to plan.

More scenes included bodies made 
of rubber, men acting as Russian ballet 
dancers, a re-enactment of a Jerry Springer 
episode where the students made up out-
rageous lies about friends’ weird fetishes 
and several lewd sexual acts.
 The audience participated as well, 
and throughout the night several of them 
fell into a sleep and were allowed on stage 
whenever chairs were available. 
 After a couple of hours, the event was 
over, and Sailesh pulled them from their 
hypnotic state. Before he did so, he told 
them that they would remember every-
thing that happened to them, but would 
not feel embarrassed, only amused. He 

also told them that they would feel a rush 
of energy upon waking, and be confident, 
motivated and happy with themselves for 
the rest of their lives. With those words, 
he brought them back to reality.
 He ended the show by telling the 
audience about his goal to help children 
around the world. For every time he per-
forms at an event, he donates money to 
help send vitamins to children in need. 
For every friend who joins his group on 
Facebook, he donates another dollar.
 To help the cause, visit www.vitami-
nangels.org. To find out more about Sailesh 
or to purchase his hypnotic CDs, visit www.
sailesh.ca.

 
 
 
 
 

 When a romantic comedy comes to 
mind, it usually includes the typical cli-
chés: boy meets girl and they fall in love, 
fight, make up and live happily ever after. 
While Love and Other Drugs follows the 
same formula, it does so with A-list actors 
and a sweet, sexy story.
 Directed by Edward Zwick (Defiance), 
the film follows a charming young phar-
maceutical salesman, Jamie Randall (Jake 
Gyllenhaal, Brokeback Mountain) and his 
adventures with love, drugs and every-
thing in between. 
 Randall starts out as a clerk at an 
electronics store, but soon finds himself 
unemployed after he seduces his boss’s 
wife. Desperate for a job, he takes the 
advice of his geeky, rich brother, Josh 
(Josh Gad, 21), and enrolls in a pharma-
ceutical program with Pfizer. 
 During the program, Randall learns 
about the different types of drugs and 
how to sell them. He gets assigned to 
a small town with his partner, Bruce 
Winston (Oliver Platt, 2012), and togeth-
er they set out to sell prescription Zoloft 
to doctors who solely prescribe Prozac.
 Randall and Winston find themselves 
at the office of Dr. Stan Knight (Hank 
Azaria, The Simpsons), one of the best 
doctors in town. Knight gets his supply 

of Prozac from feared salesman and good 
friend Trey Hannigan (Gabriel Macht, 
Behind Enemy Lines). Randall tries to woo 
Knight’s receptionists with his charm in 
hopes of scoring a meeting with the doc-
tor. He eventually succeeds and becomes 
an unofficial intern with Knight.
 Shortly after, he meets Maggie 
Murdock (Anne Hathaway, Alice in 
Wonderland). Murdock is a free spirit and 
the complete opposite of the woman-
izing Randall. She also has early onset 
Parkinson’s disease. While on a visit to 
Knight’s office for a new prescription 
for her Parkinson’s medication, Randall 
glances at Murdock’s chest and pays the 
consequences by getting hit over the head 
with her purse.
 In an attempt to get closer to 
Murdock, Randall again uses his charm to 
get what he wants. He obtains Murdock’s 
phone number from Knight’s secretaries 
and tries to get her to go out on a date. 
Murdock agrees and the couple’s whirl-
wind romance begins.
 At first, Randall and Murdock are 
solely friends with benefits. They have 
many trysts, usually at Murdock’s apart-
ment. After sleeping together for a while, 
Randall realizes he is starting to have 
feelings for Murdock. He eventually con-
fesses his love and the pair begin to pursue 
a serious relationship.
 While the new couple is in the hon-
eymoon stage, Randall starts selling a 
new sex drug, Viagra, for Pfizer. His sales 
skyrocket and he becomes an overnight 

sensation. At the same time, Murdock’s 
condition worsens. Randall, realizing that 
he can’t lose her, does everything in his 
power to help her. The two travel far and 
wide to different doctors to try and find 
help. Murdock eventually becomes worn 
down and leaves Randall heartbroken.
 In the end, Randall and Murdock find 
their happily-ever-after. Hathaway and 
Gyllenhaal’s on-screen chemistry is elec-
tric. They work so well together it looks 
natural. Even though the two worked 
together before in Brokeback Mountain, 
Gyllenhaal and Hathaway bring some-
thing new to the table.
 Randall’s brother Josh is an awk-
ward addition to the movie and unneces-
sary. Although he provided some comedic 
relief, his role didn’t benefit the movie or 
contribute anything to the plot. His parts 
in the film were actually quite disturbing 
and perverted.
 Love and Other Drugs incorporates a 
lot of nudity, which may either be favor-
able or not depending on your prefer-
ence. But, getting a chance to see Jake 
Gyllenhaal and Anne Hathaway partici-
pating in a heated session on the floor 
may be one of the highlights of the movie.
 Altogether, the movie mixes romance 
and comedy together seamlessly. There’s 
a perfect amount of mush and laughs, so 
it’s the ideal date movie. Love and Other 
Drugs is one drug you’ll probably become 
addicted to.

FILM REVIEW

World’s best hypnotist: uncensored and unbelievably funny

A sexy spin on a classic romance

20th Century Fox

Jake Gyllenhaal and Anne Hathaway, who play the dynamic couple Jamie and Mag-
gie in Love and Other Drugs, playfully pose in bed together.
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Courtesy of Anne Sears

Graduate students Thomas Sheehan (left) and Nick Voermans (right) congratulate Thomas Trenney after the hymns festival.

By Emily Eiermann
eiermanne@theridernews.com

The
Rider News

By Helen Mannion
mannionh@theridernews.com

‘A Festival of Hymns’ at Westminster
 Thomas Trenney, a visiting artist, led an inspirational service full of congregational songs and hymns on Tuesday in Bristol 
Chapel at Westminster. Trenney, improviser and organist, as well as a pastoral musician and teacher, performed the pieces on the 
organ.
 He was recently appointed the minister of music at First Plymouth Church in Lincoln, Neb. He also conducts the Plymouth 
Choir and serves as the artistic director of the renowned Abendmusik Concert Series. Trenney has two graduate degrees from the 
Eastman School of Music, where he studied organ performance under David Higgs and choral conducting under Dr. William 
Weinert. He is known for his adaptations of hymns, silent films and artwork.

The 
Hypnotizing 

Process
l First, sit comfortably in a 
chair with your feet touch-
ing the ground.
l Then, put your hands on 
your thighs.
l After you’re positioned, 
close your eyes and relax 
your entire body.
l Allow your eyeballs to roll 
into the back of your head 
in order to relax your mus-
cles and let your head fall.
l Relax all of your nerves.
l After your body is in a 
state of relaxation and sub-
conscious, which takes about 
5-10 minutes, he pulls your 
arms down and says “sleep.”
l You are now hypnotized by 
Sailesh.

 On Tuesday, Westminster Concert Bell Choir traveled to the Big Apple to appear live on NBC Tonight as a part of the 
Christmas tree lighting ceremony at Rockefeller Center. The Choir performed with Josh Groban on his new song, “The Bells 
of New York City.” The event was co-hosted by Natalie Morales and Al Roker from NBC’s Today Show and also featured popu-
lar artists such as Susan Boyle, Mariah Carey, Charice, Sheryl Crow, Jackie Evancho, Katherine Jenkins, Annie Lennox, Kylie 
Minogue, Jessica Simpson and The Radio City Rockettes.

Westminster’s Choir rings in the holidays

Jessi Franko/ Westminster Choir College

 Seniors Natalie Barney and Eileen Gerardino ring their handbells as part of the performance broadcasted live on NBC.

Rachel Gouk/ The Rider News

Sailesh began his performance by advising the audience of his rules and guidelines.



In 1992, Rider University merged with Westminster Choir 
College. Ever since then, there has been an unspoken        
disregard between students on both campuses. These cam-

puses are different, but it still does not explain the lack of unity 
at this school.  
 Even though Rider bought Westminster Choir College 18 
years ago, Westminster is still a full half of Rider. Our school 
has two campuses: one in Lawrenceville and one in Princeton. 
But many people don’t refer to them by their locations. The 
Lawrenceville campus is generally called “Rider,” while Princeton 
is referred to as “Westminster.” But therein lies the problem — 
we’re all the same school. This phrasing perpetuates the divide.
 The problem even continues online. The Lawrenceville 
and Princeton campuses each have their own websites. On the 
Princeton site, there is little mention of the Lawrenceville cam-
pus at all. There is a link at the top, and one at the bottom. On 
the Lawrenceville site, Westminster has its own section. 
 A student attending Westminster can expect to learn all 
about the fine arts, including music, theater, performance and 
much more. A Lawrenceville student could learn about music, 
but the majority of students major in business, education, 
communication or psychology. This is just one of the many 
differences between the campuses. Because students on the 
Lawrenceville campus may not necessarily be interested in the 
fine arts events that happen at Westminster, they feel there is no 
reason to go to the other campus. 
 University officials have tried to promote unity between the 
campuses — there have been many events that students could 
attend together, and anything that happens on either campus is 
open to all Rider students. But as far as we’re concerned, it’s just 
not working. 
  Even though Rider has done a lot, there could be more pub-
licizing of important events. The school could send out remind-
ers of anything that might be of interest to students to get them 
to the other campus. 
 For example: the annual Homecoming dance, which is 
always held on the Princeton campus, is something many 
Lawrenceville students have never even heard of. The dance is 
open to all Rider students, but because it’s not really advertised 
at Lawrenceville, students here may believe they’re not invited. 
Also, in March, Relay for Life was held at the Lawrenceville cam-
pus, but students at Westminster were not informed of it until 
the day of the event. Those on the Lawrenceville campus were 
bombarded with information about the event and invitations to 
join various organizations. 
 The Student Government Association (SGA)’s of both cam-
puses have recently joined together to promote unity among 
Rider students by finding activities for everyone to do together, 
along with finding a Westminster Relations Chair to help bridge 
the gap. These changes are already a great start to improving 
communication between Westminster and Lawrenceville.
 Better publicity of events for students to attend can foster 
more interaction between students, and may lead to a change in 
how students feel about each other. They need to feel welcome 
on both campuses in order for this change to hold, though. But 
in the end, it is up to the students to decide whether they even 
want anything to change. After events are better advertised, it 
will be up to the students if they want to abide by the campus 
description, “two campuses, one school.” 
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Health and Fitness

Brush up on proper gym etiquette

Editorial

Publicity essential 
to unite campuses

E-mail us at:
ridernews@rider.edu; newssection@rider.edu;
featuressection@rider.edu; 
opinionsection@rider.edu;
sportssection@rider.edu
The Rider News, Ridge House
2083 Lawrenceville Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Phone: (609) 896-5256
Fax: (609) 895-5696

This weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion 
of The Rider News. This week’s editorial was writ-
ten by the Opinion Editor, Angelique Lee.

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to the editor 
from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s telephone number 
and e-mail address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks on individuals or groups 
are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters  to the editor for length, clarity, accuracy, gram-
mar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste and civility. Brevity is encouraged. All 
decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, which may reject any letter. Send to The 
Rider News via e-mail (ridernews@rider.edu), campus mail, or hand deliver to Ridge House. All 
letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding publication.
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 Pet peeve — noun: a particular and often 
continual annoyance; personal bugbear. 
 We all have ’em. They’re sometimes justified, 
sometimes unwarranted, but always bothersome. 
Either way, workout etiquette is workout eti-
quette. Here are some commonly ignored man-
ners to keep in mind next time you exercise:
l Wipe down your machine. Germs breed in 
moist, warm places like the gym. Even though 
you shouldn’t be going if you’re sick (this is very 
inconsiderate to others as well as to your body) 
it’s best if you clean off parts of the machine 
you’ve touched after using it. 
l Don’t block the machines. It’s one thing if you’re 

there at 10:45 p.m., when only a few people are 
left. It’s another if you’re working out right before 
dinner, when the gym is packed. Don’t sit on 
the machine in between your sets. Someone else 
could easily get a set done while you’re resting.
l Be gentle with the weights. This means don’t let 
them slam down either between reps or after a 
set. It’s loud, annoying and also shows that you’re 
not exercising properly. Also, put the weights 
back on the racks after you’re done.
l Put the cell phone away. And keep it there. I’m 
not sure what the deal is with people talking 
while puffing away on the elliptical, but most 
people probably don’t want to hear about your 

 Ever since I was a little kid, I liked to vol-
unteer and help others. So when I finally got to 
college, I found a job that originally seemed like 
a dream come true. The position was a Resident 
Advisor, more commonly known as an RA.
 When I researched the details of being an 
RA, I fell in love with the idea of being the go-to 
person, helping others and being a leader. For 
most people this might not seem like fun, but for 
me, it is. I know that I need help and others will, 
too. The nice-sized paycheck is not a negative, 
either.
 But after living on campus for this long, I’ve 
come to realize that this job might not be what 
I initially thought it was. I was expecting to be 
working all day, but judging by my floor that’s 
not what the job entails. It is anarchy on my 
floor. People watch football or hockey loudly on 
TV and blast music until 2 a.m. on a Wednesday 
night. Aren’t these the kind of violations that an 
RA should be reporting? What’s even worse is 
that we all contribute our tuition dollars in order 

to pay these people to do virtually nothing. 
 Some of these highly skilled and caring RAs 
give off the same sort of enthusiasm as a reluctant 
teenager working at McDonalds: popping gum, 
text messaging underneath the counter and look-
ing at you with an expression of total annoyance 
and boredom. This is what they signed up for. So 
yes, they do get the single room and a paycheck, 
but that also means that they might have to, dare 
I say this, work. Sorry for the foul language that 
may have caused a few readers to faint on the 
spot or burst into tears. 
 Dealing with these “supportive” RAs has left 
a bad taste in my mouth and makes me second-
guess my decision to apply for this position. 
Instead of just ranting about this, I am actually 
going to do something. Shocking, I know.
 First, I am still going to apply for and hope-
fully get the job. If I do get it, I will not just walk 
by a group of noisy students even though it is my 
day off. With that, if an RA is only a few rooms 
down from a really noisy resident, how does he 

Freshman Corner

Student sees lack of assistance

See RA, p. 9

See Etiquette, p. 9
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Quote of the Week
“We did not change as we grew older; we 
just became more clearly ourselves.”

   — Lynn Hall
American author

The
Rider News

 Last spring Gov. Chris Christie ended direct 
aid to private universities. Though some money 
for Tuition Aid Grants was restored, in the end 
Rider lost approximately $500,000 in TAGs, 
along with a $2 million reduction of state aid 
from Rider’s budget. These cuts affect pro-
grams that help financially disadvantaged stu-
dents attend college. Fortunately, through salary 
savings and careful budget allocations Rider was 
able to absorb the cuts to the best degree possible. 
Though many in this current financial climate 
are cutting back, college students shouldn’t be 
forced to sacrifice their futures. 
 Amidst the funding turmoil, Rider hasn’t 
been idle. The University has increased the 
amount allocated to financial aid to $42.5 mil-
lion. Yet, the recent dilemma with the state raises 
questions regarding how much of the University’s 
$186 million operating budget can be allocated 
to financial aid in the long run without outside 
revenue. The events of last spring highlight the 
pressures facing New Jersey’s already under-
funded private institutions of higher education. 
The idea that Rider may be involved in a dispute 
over budget cuts once again next year is hardly 
implausible. 
 Given the University’s rapid growth over the 
past decade, Rider’s future and the well-being 
of its students are becoming increasingly inter-
dependent. The University is realizing this, and 
fundraising revenue is being generated through 
one of numerous mini campaigns to increase stu-
dent scholarships. Scholarship increases are con-
comitant with endowment growth, which also 
bestows professorships and academic program 

enhancements. We’ve also committed to differ-
ent fundraising strategies, such as expanding our 
international programs and offering graduate 
courses online. Rider needs the financial vitality 
provided by a larger endowment, and adequate 
aid offerings, to make the college experience 
more accommodating for students in need. The 
costs of private education can be a high threshold 
for academically gifted students otherwise drawn 
to Rider’s small-college experience, but through 
financial disadvantage have no other option but 
to choose an institution with a cheaper asking 
price.
 Students will not be the only beneficiaries 
from a commitment to financial aid. Greater 
financial aid allocations can also augment admis-
sion goals such as SAT scores, graduation and 
retention rates, because the University will be 
able to take in greater numbers of academically 
gifted individuals. Highly competitive Ivy League 
universities that use SAT scores as the sole basis 
for a potential admission exclude many promis-
ing students. However, the moderate increase to 
1150 in the incoming SAT score proposed in 
Rider’s strategic plan is good for the health of the 
University. In this case, the rise in SAT scores sig-
nals that Rider is increasing its competitive draw 
with its peer universities such as Rutgers, Rowan 
or Saint Joseph’s. In addition, the students who 
will be shaped by the University’s student-cen-
tered experience will remember Rider’s generosity 
as alumni. 

- Tom Scully
Junior public relations major

 Can you believe how quickly the semester has gone by? As 
we bury our heads in our course loads, we find ourselves quickly 
approaching the new year, as well as the end of the semester. It 
seems like just a week ago we were moving into the dorms. Now 
we have become exhausted from the schoolwork and are ready to 
finish off the semester with finals. But this semester hasn’t been all 
work; we managed to squeeze in some time for play as well. From 
new additions to the campus, to concerts and the start of the bas-
ketball season, Rider has done it again by helping us balance our 
work with some fun. 
 During this semester, Rider, along with its clubs and organiza-
tions, has tried its best to defeat the “suitcase school” stereotype 
to get more students involved in weekend campus events. Rider 
kicked off the semester with its annual Cranberry Fest, which 
involved a band, games to win prizes, food and an afternoon 
of fun. In October, a few big events were planned for students’ 
entertainment on campus. This included the Jason Derülo con-
cert, which was a huge success, and the celebration of MAACness, 
which had a fun circus theme and celebrated Rider’s winter sports 
teams, especially basketball. The semester was also filled with spe-
cial treats when Carlo’s Bakery, featured on TLC’s Cake Boss, made 
a replica cake of the SRC for its fifth birthday celebration. We 
also cannot forget about the new construction around us: the new 
academic building, which is coming along slowly but surely, the 
renovations of the BLC Theater and the new turf field we received 
over the summer.
 With everything that’s happened, the semester is rapidly 
winding down, yet there’s one more thing we all must complete: 
finals. It’s an intimidating word that has us all picturing ourselves 
spending endless hours in the library trapped in a prison of our 
own notes, but it doesn’t have to be such a gruesome and stressful 
experience.
 Studying for finals, or any test for that matter, is all about how 
to pace yourself. Start studying early so you can take it in piece by 
piece and chapter by chapter. Cramming is never helpful and with 
finals you will want to give it a little more than the last minute 
studying. The library can be your friend by providing a quiet, 
personal environment so you can spread out notes and tune out 
distractions you may have in your room. During study time, try 
your best to stay off Facebook. I understand that can be a difficult 
task but it will be beneficial in the long run. 
 A last crucial tip about studying for finals is to reward yourself 
with breaks every now and then. It may not seem like it, but tak-
ing study breaks helps you retain information. The main thing to 
remember is not to stress yourself out too much. If you take your 
time, you will still have plenty of time to enjoy the rest of the 
semester.

- Kristy Grinere
Sophomore journalism major

Sophomore Advice

Only finals prevent end 
to positive semester

or she not hear them? 
 Next, I’ll learn the names of my residents, not just the bad 
ones. I don’t even know what my RA’s name is, so there is no way 
he knows mine. Maybe if I had something as small as an acquain-
tance relationship with my RA, I would not be so critical of him. 
 This also goes along with not being a ghost to the residents 
and actually being a factor in their lives on campus. This can really 
make a difference as to how we respect you. I did this when I 
worked with children during summer camp. When they like you 
and enjoy your company, they are less likely to do something that 
would get the counselor in trouble.
 It has been said many times before that if you are not part of 
the solution, you are part of the problem. So next year, I will apply 
to become a resident advisor, and really try to assist my residents as 
the name implies.

- Thomas Gentile
Freshman TV/radio and journalism major

crazy night or your weekend plans. It’s inconsid-
erate and disruptive to fellow exercisers’ mental 
focus.
l Take one magazine at a time. It’s annoying to 
see people take more than one of the same kind 
of magazine, leaving you with a small selection 
that doesn’t interest you. You can always pause 
your cardio machine and switch your mags mid-
workout.
l Keep personal belongings in the locker room. 
It has become popular to leave coats, magazines 
and music players strewn across the mats. You 
might think it’s harmless in the corner, but some-
one else might think that spot is taken. Just leave 
it in the locker; staff will even supply you with 
a lock. Along with this, position yourself on the 

mat so that other people could easily sit beside 
you. Awkward spacing sometimes leaves an area 
too small to stretch in, but large enough to waste 
space.
 Although it’s easy to get annoyed and point 
a sweaty finger at another exerciser (believe me, 
I do it too) the most effective way to handle 
these scenarios is to simply speak up. At times we 
stress about situations that are completely in our 
control to change. So change them — politely, of 
course. And always show the same courtesy and 
respect to others as you wish to be shown to you. 

- Amanda Sandlin
Senior journalism major

RA
Continued from p. 8

etiQuette
Continued from p. 8

A Political Perspective

Commitment to financial aid needed

Visit www.theridernews.com 
Read this week’s freshman blog as well as a Green Corner about staying green for the holidays.
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Rider finishes fourth in Classic 
 
 
 

 The Rider wrestling team 
competed in the Keystone 
Classic on Sunday, Nov. 21, 
and the team found some suc-
cess, managing to finish fourth 
overall out of the 12 teams in 
the classic. 
 “There were a lot of good 
teams so fourth out of 12 was a 
good showing,” said head coach 
Gary Taylor.
 The Broncs were led by a 
pair of tournament champions. 
 Sophomore Jim Resnick 
won all four of his matches en 
route to winning his 165-pound 
tournament. 
 “He competed very well 
and he has shown a lot of 
improvement this year,” Taylor 
said. “He dropped down a 
weight class this year and he’s 
handling the weight really well.”
 Resnick started his day with 
back-to-back decisive wins. He 
won his first match by a score 
of 10-0 and his second by a 
score of 12-1, dominating the 
early competition.  
 Resnick then moved on to 
face third-seeded Kyle Blevins 
of Appalachian State, who 
Resnick defeated in a close 
match, 3-0. The win moved 
Resnick into the finals, where he 
was pitted against the defending 
165-pound classic champion, 
top-seeded Stephen Burak of 
the host school, Pennsylvania. 
Resnick defeated Burak by a 
final score of 8-0 and captured 
the 165-pound championship. 
 Senior Rob Morrison 

followed suit, winning his 
174-pound tournament. 
Morrison accomplished his win 
in an even more decisive fash-
ion. 
 “Morrison’s win put him in 
the top 20 of the national rank-
ings in his weight class,” Taylor 
said.
 He won his first match by 
fall in just 1:03 and then won 
his second match by a score of 
8-0 to advance to the semifinals. 
He followed up that victory 
with another impressive win by 
fall at 3:52, which pushed him 
into the finals where he took 
on top-seeded Hunter Meys of 
Boston University. Morrison 
was not intimidated by the 
higher seed, and managed to 
defeat Meys. The most impres-

sive part, however, was that 
he won once again by a fall. 
It took Morrison only 3:30 to 
defeat the top-ranked wrestler 
in the 174-pound tournament 
and grab the championship. 
 Sophomore Zac Cibula and 
junior Jimmy Kirchner each 
won four matches, while los-
ing one on their way to third-
place finishes in the 149-pound 
and 133-pound tournaments, 
respectively.
 Freshman Chuck Zeisloft 
and senior Fred Rodgers won 
three matches at their weight. 
 Next up for the Broncs is 
the Nittany Lion Open at Penn 
State on Sunday at 9 a.m.

By Michael Mack

WRESTLING
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Men’s Basketball 
(4-3 overall, 0-1 MAAC)
11/20-11/21
Rider 76, Texas Christian 61
Rider 73, 
Loyola Marymount 63
11/26
Siena 73, Rider 60*
11/29
Hofstra 58, Rider 48
12/2
at Manhattan, 7 p.m.*
12/4
at Pittsburgh, 2 p.m.
12/8
vs. UMBC, 7:30 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
(0-5 overall)
11/20
Binghamton 66, Rider 53
11/23
Pennsylvania 60, Rider 45
11/29
Fairleigh Dickinson 77, 

Rider 50
12/5
at Princeton, 5 p.m.
12/8
vs. Fordham, 5:30 p.m.

Wrestling
(2-1 overall)
11/21
at Keystone Classic, 
4th of 12
12/5
at Nittany Lion Open, 
9 a.m.

Swimming & Diving
12/3-12/5
at Big Al Open in 
Princeton, N.J.

And More Sports...

Sophomore Jim Resnick 
of the wrestling team was 

named the co-winner of the 
CAA Wrestler of the Month 
for all competition prior to 
Nov. 29.

Senior Justin Robinson of 
the men’s basketball team  
was named the MAAC 
Player of the Month for all 
competition in November 
and Player of the Week for 
all games played Nov. 15-21.

Junior Virginia Egusquiza 
of the field hockey team was 
named MAAC Player of the 
Month for all competition in 
November.

Head coach Emily Ahlquist 
of the volleyball team has 
decided to leave the Broncs 
after her 12th season at 
Rider, effective Dec. 31.

Catholic 
Campus 

Ministry

Rider’s

Come Join Us at Our 
Annual 

Christmas Party!
Wednesday, December 8th
7:00 pm, Emmaus House

Join us for 
Food, Fellowship & Fun!

Help us decorate our 
Christmas tree!

Gill Chapel Mass Times

Saturdays at 4:00 pm
Sundays at 11:00 am and 7:00 pm

Confessions: 15 minutes before
every weekday Mass

Robinson sank three shots from 
long range in less than four 
minutes.
 The Broncs rode the 
momentum and, midway 
through the second half, Penn 
knotted the score on a drive and 
layup, but Hofstra countered. 
Charles Jenkins, one of the 
nation’s elite shooting guards 
and scorers (21.6 ppg.), retali-
ated. The 6’3” guard knocked 
down a jumper and canned 
a three-pointer, stretching the 
Pride’s lead back to five, forc-
ing Dempsey to call a timeout. 
Rider never got any closer.
 “We tried to keep the ball 
out of his hands as much as 
we could and then when he 
got the ball, we tried to make 
him become a passer,” Dempsey 
said.
 The Broncs struggled from 
start to finish, setting game 

lows in points scored (48), field 
goal percentage (34 percent, 
20-59), three-point field goal 
percentage (21 percent, 6-28), 
free throws made (2) and assists 
(10).
 The two lone bright spots 
for Rider were its leading scor-
ers. Robinson continued his 
torrid shooting, connecting 
on five of Rider’s six three-
pointers made and ended with 
17 points, while senior Mike 
Ringgold notched a double-
double, placing in 17 points 
and 10 rebounds.
 Jenkins has led Hofstra in 
the point column all six of its 
games including the win over 
the Broncs, pouring in a game-
high 19 points.
 Next up for Rider stands 
its tallest task of the season: 
visiting third-ranked Pittsburgh 
Saturday at 2 p.m.
 “It’s certainly a big chal-
lenge,” Dempsey said. “They’re 
one of the best, if not the best 
team in the country.”

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Sophomore Jim Resnick carried the Broncs to a fourth-place 
finish in the Keystone Classic, winning all four of his matches.



Ferguson now holds court on the sideline
 
 After an injury plagued her first 
three years at Rider, senior Shannon 
Ferguson is contributing to the women’s 
basketball team in a different way this 
season. 
 Because of two herniated discs in 
her back, Ferguson, a double major in 
education and communication,  is on 
the sideline during practices and games 
for her final year at Rider. As a student-
assistant coach, she helps head coach 
Lynn Milligan with a team that doesn’t 
have a senior on the roster and has 
struggled early in the season.
 “Every time Shannon has gotten 
knocked down she’s bounced right back 
up,” Milligan said. “She is just a very 
positive person and is a good influence 
on the rest of the team, especially the 
younger players.”
 Ferguson, who is from Fort 
Washington, Pa., was a standout per-
former in basketball and volleyball in 
high school, but didn’t plan on playing 
basketball in college. According to the 
Upper Dublin graduate, she chose Rider 
in May of her senior year, right after her 
official visit. 
 “I was planning on going to the 
University of Scranton, a Division III 
school, where I could play volleyball, 
basketball or both if I wanted to,” 
Ferguson said. “I had never heard of 
Rider, but went up to visit with my 
dad. I took a tour and, at the end, I was 
offered a full scholarship. The oppor-
tunity was way too good to be turned 
down and I said ‘yes’ within a few days.”
 The 5’10” forward started off her 
career as a Bronc with a successful fresh-

man campaign, appearing in 29 games 
and starting 16 of them. Although she 
only averaged a little more than three 
points and rebounds per game, she 
shot over 50 percent from the field and 
brought energy and defense to the floor, 
according to Milligan.
 “[Ferguson] was my first recruit at 
Rider and only freshman in her class, 
and she saw a lot of playing time in her 
first year and she relished that opportu-
nity,” Milligan said. “She is a competi-
tor.”
 It was toward the beginning of 
Ferguson’s sophomore year that she 
began to feel discomfort in her back. 
The pain became so unbearable that 

she got an MRI. The test results showed 
two herniated discs in her back, and 
Ferguson received two epidurals to try 
and numb the pain enough so she could 
finish the season. After attempting to 
play in two games, she decided to take 
a medical redshirt because the pain was 
too severe, according to Ferguson.
 In the spring of her sophomore year, 
she had surgery on the lower disc in 
hopes that it would help her be able to 
compete the following season.
 “The herniated discs were causing 
me to have constant pain down my leg, 
causing discomfort in everyday things 
like sitting in class, driving and stand-
ing for too long,” Ferguson said. “The 

surgery helped that pain go away but I 
was still having muscular pain, burning 
in my legs and tightness that was causing 
me pain and discomfort when I tried to 
play again.”
 After struggling through rehab and 
the pre-season, Ferguson tried playing in 
the beginning of her second sophomore 
year — because of the redshirt she still 
had three years of eligibility left to play 
— but after five games she decided to 
shut it down for the rest of the season. 
 After rehabbing the following sum-
mer in a final attempt to be able to play 
during her senior year of college — even 
though she would be considered a junior 
for basketball — Ferguson realized that 
the decision to play wasn’t in her hands.
 “The decision to stop playing alto-
gether was an extremely difficult one,” 
she said. “Even after sitting out most of 
last season I was still determined to get 
back on the court for my senior year, 
even though my mom and trainer really 
didn’t think it was a good idea.”
 It was Milligan’s idea to have 
Ferguson stay on the squad as a student 
assistant coach because she knew the 
senior wanted to help improve the pro-
gram any way she could.
 “In practice she does a great job 
helping [associate head coach Pam] 
Durkin with the low-post players and 
charting our players,” Milligan said.
 Ferguson has learned a lot through 
her up-and-down experience at Rider.
 “It gave me a whole new perspective 
on the game and the opportunity I had 
been given,” Ferguson said. “I wouldn’t 
trade any of it. I learned a lot in the pro-
cess and this year will be a great experi-
ence.”

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Senior Shannon Ferguson, middle, now helps Rider from the bench as a student-
assistant coach after two herniated discs cut her collegiate career short.

Broncs bounce back with two convincing victories
 

 After a disappointing 
showing the previous week, it 
was imperative that the Rider 
hockey team (14-4) got back 
on track to its winning ways, 
and it did just that as it faced 
off against Saint Joseph’s (SJU) 
(5-7-2) and Princeton (7-8), 
winning 6-4 and 10-2, respec-
tively. 
 These strong performances 
prepared the Broncs for their 
Massachusetts trip this coming 
weekend in Boston, where they 
will square off against Holy 
Cross (5-9) and Roger Williams 
University (5-6). Although both 
teams’ records do not seem to 
indicate it, the two teams Rider 
will face are stronger than they 
appear, as both have been play-
ing very difficult schedules.
 “We’re looking for two 
wins,” said head coach Ted 
Gerry.  “We have a team this 
year that can go up against the 
best of the best. This road trip 
will be against some of the top 
teams, and that’s who we want 
to play.  We have already had 
one practice before the break 
to prepare and this week we 

will have two more. One of our 
goals going into this year was to 
qualify for Regionals. A strong 
showing against these two top 
teams will help us reach our 
goal.”
 The discipline instilled by 
Gerry was on display this pre-
vious weekend with the two 
victories over the Hawks and 
Tigers. Rider outscored the 
Hawks 6-2 through two peri-
ods of play, dominating much 
of the game. 
 Sophomore Frank Garvey 
scored two goals through those 
periods, while a host of other 
Broncs tallied one each. Saint 
Joseph’s would make the game 
interesting, but never got close 
enough to walk away with 
the victory. Senior goaltender 
Joseph Nalbone finished the 
game with 39 saves, and leads 
the ACHA in minutes played 
for a goaltender.
 “We had a huge weekend 
last week beating SJU and 
Princeton, and we need to carry 
that into this weekend on the 
road,” said Rider alumnus and 
practice coach Tom D’Aurizio. 
 With the first win out of 
the way, the Broncs traveled to 
Baker Rink at Princeton to take 
on the Tigers, which would 

prove to be an easier victory 
than the night before. Garvey 
scored a hat trick through two 
periods, while junior Connor 
Dragone scored a pair. Garvey 
added one more in the third 
period and four other players 
chipped in with a goal apiece. 
 “We are very confident in 
ourselves as a team, we have 
great chemistry on and off 
the ice and we go into games 
expecting to win, and I think 
that makes for a very tough 
team to beat,” said Garvey.
 With the second half of the 
season coming up, the Broncs 
need to remain as sharp as they 
are now. 
 “Having games against 
good competition toward the 
end of the year is great, because 
it gears us up for the playoffs,” 
said D’Aurizio. “When you get 
to the playoffs, there is no such 
thing as a mediocre team. It’s 
top-notch college hockey.”
 The Broncs will face off 
against Holy Cross at 7 p.m. 
on Saturday, followed by Roger 
Williams at 2 p.m. on Sunday.

By David Pavlak

HOCKEY

Helen Mannion/The Rider News

Sophomore Frank Garvey fends off a defenseman in the Broncs’ 
6-4 win over SJU. Garvey finished the game with two goals.
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 Rider looked to earn its first victory when it entered 
its games against Pennsylvania and Fairleigh Dickinson 
but instead found itself still searching for it. 
 Rider lost to the Quakers on Tuesday, Nov. 23, 60-45 
before dropping its third road game of the season, 77-50, 
to the Knights on Monday, Nov. 29. The best player for 
the Broncs against Pennsylvania was sophomore Shereen 
Lightbourne, who led Rider with 12 points. 
 The Quakers were leading the whole game, but 
Rider fought back by cutting Pennsylvania’s lead multiple 
times. The Quakers outrebounded the Broncs, getting 
47 boards compared to Rider’s 31. Losing this game gave 
Pennsylvania its seventh win over Rider in its history, 
while the Broncs have beaten the Quakers three times. 
 Rider lost to Fairleigh Dickinson by 27 points, and 
never made the game close. In the tough non-conference 
battle away from home, sophomore Caitlin Bopp was 
sensational in the losing effort. The forward recorded her 
12th career double-double, scoring 18 points and grab-
bing 12 rebounds. The 18 points were a career-high while 
Bopp also had four steals and a block in 30 minutes of 
action.
 Lightbourne followed up her impressive performance 
against Penn with a career high 14 points in 32 minutes 
of playing time. 
 “We have had some players step up in each of the 

last two games,” said head coach Lynn Milligan. “Most 
notable, Caitlin Bopp and Shereen Lightbourne. Both 
players are starting to emerge as consistent scoring threats 
for us.”
 Rider struggled again in the rebounding column 
as the Knights outrebounded the Broncs 42-36. Rider 
turned the ball over 33 of the 61 total miscues in the 
game and Fairleigh Dickinson took advantage, scoring 35 
points off the mistakes. 
 Despite the loss, Rider leads the all-time series against 
its former Northeast Conference rivals 12-9, although the 
Knights have won the last two meetings. 
 “Losing is never good,” Milligan said. “Everyone 
wants to win and this team is no different. We just have 
to find our way and keep preparing every day for each 
game.” 
 Rider runs into a tough stretch of games that fea-
tures Princeton, the defending Ivy League champions, 
Fordham and the 13th-ranked team in the country: 
Georgetown.
 “Our future games are very tough and in order to 
improve our play, we must continue to work hard at 
practice and believe in what we are doing,” Milligan said. 
“The start of each game is critical for our success.” 
 Time will only tell if the Broncs can act on that and 
win their next game on Sunday at Princeton. Tip off is set 
for 2 p.m.
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 The Saints are at it again. 
Siena played its usual role of 
culprit on Friday Nov. 26, and 
Rider was yet again one of its 
victims. The three-time defend-
ing league champs delivered a 
killer run to capture the first 
MAAC contest of the season, 
73-60, snapping the Broncs’ 
four-game winning streak. 
Monday didn’t prove any bet-
ter for Rider as Hofstra handed 
it its second straight defeat, 
58-48, but the Broncs bounced 
back, thrashing Manhattan 
Thursday night, 88-59.
 Rider (4-3, 0-1 MAAC) 
entered the early conference 
matchup playing quality bas-
ketball, sporting a 4-1 record 
and earning wins against USC 
and Loyola Marymount. The 
Saints (2-4, 1-0 MAAC) came 
to Lawrenceville with a 1-3 
mark in four tough non-con-
ference tests, but the start of 
MAAC competition, an area 
of their expertise the past three 
years, sparked Siena.
 “They’ve won a lot of games 
in this league over the past few 
years so they play with a lot of 
confidence whether they’re at 

home or on the road,” said head 
coach Tommy Dempsey.
 Rider looked sharp early 
but the Saints provided answers 
when the Broncs threatened to 
increase their lead. The first half 
was evenly contested, consisting 
of seven lead changes and four 
ties. The largest margin of the 
opening frame was five points, 
held by Rider three times, one 
being the score at the break, 
36-31.
  The back-and-forth half 
suggested a down-to-the-wire 
finish, but Siena changed that. 
With the Broncs holding an 
early 47-44 lead in the final 
stanza, Siena constructed its 
typical second-half surge. The 
Saints ignited a 20-1 run that 
stymied Rider and ultimately 
decided the outcome.
 “To beat a team like Siena 
you have to play well for 40 
minutes and we had a stretch 
when we didn’t play well and 
it cost us the game,” Dempsey 
said.
 Siena’s knock-out blow 
was orchestrated by the league’s 
best 1-2 scoring punch. The 
MAAC’s leading scorer (20.2 
ppg.) and America’s top 
rebounder (14.5 rpg.), senior 
Ryan Rossiter, scored four 
points during the spree, while 
senior two-guard Clarence 

Jackson, the conference’s sec-
ond-highest scorer (17.7 ppg.), 
cashed in two three-pointers, 
his second punctuating the 
spurt.
 Rider couldn’t recover 
and its crisp and fluid offense 
became stagnant. The Broncs 
suffered their first loss since 
their season opener at UMass 
following a blistering four-
game span in which they shot 
the lights out. Rider opened 
the Siena game a remarkable 
second in the country in three-
point field goal percentage. 
After shooting 50 percent from 
the floor in the first half, the 
Broncs posted a 26.7 percent in 
the second frame.
 Junior Brandon Penn 
dropped a team-high 14 points 
and led the Broncs with nine 
rebounds, while Rider’s leading 
scorer, senior Justin Robinson, 
netted 12 points. 
 Rossiter finished with 18 
points and snatched 17 boards, 
and Jackson chipped in with 15 
points on 3-4 shooting from 
beyond the arc.
 In Rider’s attempt to 
rebound from its second defeat, 
the Broncs’ shooting touch 
proved to be human against 
the Pride (3-3) at Alumni 
Gym. In a televised matchup 
on Comcast SportsNet, Hofstra 

presented Rider with a zone 
defense and the Broncs’ offen-
sive attack never got in rhythm.
 “We’re not going to play 
well every night and there are 
nights when we don’t play well 
that we have to find ways to 
win,” Dempsey said. “We’re still 
a developing unit.”

 Rider misfired on its first 
11 three-point attempts and 
shot 3-16 from deep in the 
opening half. Trailing 24-8 with 
under five minutes remaining 
before the break, Rider coor-
dinated a 12-4 run to trim the 
Pride’s halftime lead to 28-20 as 

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Sophomore Caitlin Bopp compiled 18 points and 
12 rebounds in the loss to Farleigh Dickinson.

Back to Earth
Siena ends Rider’s winning streak 
before split with Hofstra, Manhattan

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Junior Brandon Penn attempts a layup during Rider’s loss 
against Siena. Penn finished with 14 points and nine rebounds. 

Slow starts cripple Broncs in two defeats 
See M. Bball, p. 10

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

By Jordan Hall
halljo@theridernews.com

By Melissa Kasiarz

MEN’S BASKETBALL
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