
Alcoholic energy drinks 
such as Four Loko, Joose and 
Tilt will be banned from Rider’s 
campuses in the coming weeks, 
according to Dean of Students 
Anthony Campbell.
 Campbell announced 
to the Student Government 
Association (SGA) Senate on 
Tuesday that the administration 
will be adding alcoholic energy 
drinks to the list of items that 
cannot be possessed by any stu-
dents, even those of legal drink-
ing age.
 “We don’t prohibit all 
alcohol, but we want to deal 
with dangerous drinking,” said 
Campbell. “We already prohib-
it beer funnels, beer pong tables 
and things like that. We’re 
going to prohibit Four Loko 
and the other energy drinks 
with alcohol in them and put 

them in the same category as 
the beer bongs, kegs and such.”
 According to Campbell, 
four Rider students, three from 
Lawrenceville and one from 
Westminster, have been taken 
to the hospital this year because 
of excessive Four Loko con-
sumption.
 One can of Four Loko con-
tains as much alcohol as four to 
five cans of beer and as much 
caffeine as six cups of coffee.
 Campbell said that it was 
uncertain whether the new pol-
icy, which will make possession 
of alcoholic energy drinks a 
tier-two violation, would start 
after Thanksgiving break or at 
the start of the spring semester.
 The penalties for the first 
tier-two violation of the alcohol 
policy are parental notification, 
a $200 fine, mandatory alcohol 
education, community restitu-
tion and a warning that further 
violations will result in a loss of 

campus driving privileges.
 The penalties escalate with 
each successive 
offense, reaching 
parental notifica-
tion, a $300 fine, 
mandatory alco-
hol consultation 
and loss of driv-
ing privileges for 
one year for the 
fourth and subse-
quent violations. 
At this point, 
students may also 
face suspension 
from participa-
tion in on-campus 
events and removal 
from campus hous-
ing.
 Alcoholic ener-
gy drinks, such as 
Four Loko, have been 
the focus of nationwide 
controversy, with a num-
ber of colleges and univer-

sities banning the drinks from 
their campuses.

“ W e ’ r e 
not the first,” 
C a m p b e l l 
s a i d . 
“University 
of Rhode 
I s l a n d 
just came 
out and 
banned it, 
Mi c h i g a n 
State just 
banned it. 
R a m a p o 
was the first 
to do it. It’s 
happening 
all over the 
place.”

 O n e 
reason behind 

the controversy 
is that the drink 

acts simultaneously 
as a stimulant and a 

depressant.
 “People don’t even realize 
what they’re doing, and that’s 
the danger of this whole thing,” 
Campbell said. “They don’t 
feel it; they don’t get the effect 
that they would normally get 
from alcohol. It’s alcohol and 
an energy drink so you don’t 
feel fatigue, which is one of 
your body’s normal signs when 
you’re drinking too much, so 
you wind up drinking more.”
 Student reaction seemed 
generally supportive of the 
University’s decision.
 “I think it’s a really good 
idea,” said one female student 
who asked to remain anony-
mous. “Four Loko is easy to 
spot and the fact that it has 
three Red Bulls and six beers in 
it is really scary. People drink 
it so quickly that they don’t 
even realize they’re drunk until 
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 The weeks before the holi-
day break will be a little less 
bright, as the Rider Student 
Government Association (SGA) 
and the Finance Board have 
decided to discontinue funding 
for the holiday lights this year. 
 Citing high costs, SGA and 
the Finance Board have decided 
not to fund the lights because 
they feel that using the Student 
Activities Fee (SAF) to pay for 
the decorations is unwarranted. 
 “I’m sure people are going 
to wonder why we’re not put-
ting the lights up, but I think 
if students are more informed 
about how the lights work in 
terms of who’s paying for it, I 
think it’ll change their opinion 

The holiday lights that usually adorn the library and trees have been discontinued this year as SGA has decided that the money usually 
spent on the decorations can be put to better use. The cost for the lights this year would have been approximately $17,000.
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Security BriefS

Student gets stuck

 A female student’s 
enthusiasm was curbed when 
she got her car stuck while 
attempting to enter Memorial 
Lot.
 On Thursday, Nov. 4, at 
11:30 a.m., the student tried 
to drive into Memorial lot 
near the Fine Arts circle to 
drop off a friend. She claimed 
to have forgotten the curb 
was there. 
 Her car sustained a flat 
front tire as well as damage to 
the undercarriage. 

Fire in Switlik

 Monkey bread was the 
cause of a small oven fire in 
Switlik Hall last week. 
 On Friday, Nov. 5, at 
11:38 p.m., Public Safety was 
dispatched to Switlik for a fire 
alarm. When officers arrived, 
students were in the process 
of evacuating the building. 
 Public Safety went to the 
activation site in the kitch-
en and noticed that an oven 
fire had been put out. Four 
students said they had been 
using the oven. 
 The students have not 
been charged, as the fire 
appeared to be an accident.

Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.

Rider weekend was all in the family
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Dean Campbell ‘locked up’ for charity

Accident causes injury

 A female student was 
struck by a car while walking 
on fraternity row this week. 
 On Monday, Nov. 8, 
at 7:32 p.m., Public Safety 
received a phone call from a 
male student stating that a 
female student had been hit 
by a car. 
 Public Safety arrived at 
the scene soon after. The 
female student was lying in 
the roadway, but was con-
scious when Public Safety got 
there. Public Safety proceed-
ed to call an ambulance for 
the student. 
 The male student driv-
ing the car cooperated with 
Public Safety and local 
police, stating that he glanced 
down at his dashboard for a 
moment when a light came 
on, and when he looked up, 
the victim was in the road. 
He notified Public Safety 
immediately.  
 The male student was 
cited for careless driving. The 
injuries sustained by the vic-
tim did not appear to be 
serious. The investigation is 
ongoing. 
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Clockwise from top: Students and their families enjoy horse and carriage rides during Rider’s Family Weekend, which was held Nov. 5-7; 
the little Broncs were treated to balloon animals and a colorful moon bounce; those present for family weekend snacked on hot kettle 
corn;  seniors Tom Wospil and Nicole Halpin were announced as this year’s Cranberry King and Queen on Friday. 

Dean of Students Anthony Campbell was “arrested” on Wednesday for a good cause — the Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) 
lockup.  Campbell and others raised money at Tre Piani, an Italian restaurant located in Princeton, N.J., for children with the disease.

Courtesy of Glenn Karczewski Courtesy of Glenn Karczewski



they’re on the floor.”
Some students, however, 

feel the University is overreact-
ing.
 “The University can do 
things like this, make Four 
Loko an automatic tier two, 
but I think it’s stupid,” said 
junior Jackie Scarpelli. “Just 
because kids can’t drink respon-
sibly, doesn’t mean I should be 
banned from drinking it.”
 According to various news 
reports, these drinks raise the 
blood alcohol concentration 
(BAC) so quickly that it led 
police to suspect the use of a 
date rape drug.
 “In the case of Central 
Washington, they were actually 
interviewing people because 
they thought Rohypnol, the 

date rape drug, was used there,” 
he said.
 Campbell mentioned that 
caffeine can make the effects of 
alcohol consumption harder to 
notice, leading drinkers to con-
clude that they are less intoxi-
cated than they truly are.
 “You’re looking at the 
stimulant factors, so you feel 
like you’re not impaired and 
people are drinking and driving 
because they don’t really know,” 
he said. “I just had a student 
who recently told me they had 
one can of Four Loko and one 
beer. They got pulled over and 
caught with a BAC of over .15.”
 In addition to the prohibi-
tions on college campuses, these 
drinks also face the prospect of 
statewide bans from a num-
ber of state legislatures. States 
considering legislation to ban 
alcoholic energy drinks include 
Washington, New York, Rhode 

Island and New Jersey.
 Keith Kemo, director of 
the Office of Community 
Standards, said that he believes 
the inherent danger of these 
drinks is a big contributor to 
the University’s decision.
 “I think it’s just a general 
sense that it’s dangerous, just 
because of how quickly it gets 
a person intoxicated,” he said. 
“The alcohol content is off the 
charts.”
 Kemo said that making 
these drinks a tier-two violation 
fits in with the existing policy.
 “A tier-two violation was 
originally intended to cut down 
on risky behavior associated 
with excessive consumption,” 
he said. “It should be consid-
ered a tier two because a person 
who’s just drinking the stuff 
for the taste, I kind of question 
that. I hear it tastes awful. It 
would seem to me that a person 

who’s drinking it is doing so to 
get intoxicated a little faster. To 
me that’s a little risky behavior.”
 Kemo said his office would 
ensure students were informed 
when the new policy takes 
effect.
 “If we start doing that, I 
think that obviously we’d put 
up an advertisement in The 

Rider News,” he said. “My office 
would go to student govern-
ment and ask them to help 
disseminate that information. 
I would maybe have my staff, 
along with the counseling cen-
ter, work to do some aware-
ness programs in the halls. We 
could talk to the house direc-
tors in the Greek houses and 
have Residence Life, through 
the residence directors and the 
RAs, put on programs.”
 Kemo acknowledged that 
the University could not realis-
tically completely prevent stu-
dents from drinking alcoholic 
energy drinks, but said that 
Rider is still bound to act.
 “People are going to do 
what they’re going to do, ulti-
mately,” he said. “But we do 
still have an obligation to make 
them aware that if we’re going 
to start doing this and make it a 
tier two, we should notify them 
as best we can.”
 Campbell summarized the 
University’s reasoning behind 
the decision.
 “The fact is we think it’s 
dangerous on our campus, and 
we’re in the process of educat-
ing and reducing the harm of 
dangerous drinking,” he said. 
“We think this is a logical and 
necessary step.”
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Ad 
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about having the lights up or 
not,” said SGA president Brian 
Guzman. 
 Finance Board Chair Maria 
Ciccarelli said she supported 
SGA’s decision fully. 
 “This year, the lights would 
have cost $17,000, and we felt 
that the money should remain 
with the students,” she said. 
“The SAF goes towards a vari-
ety of great student-run events, 
programs and conferences. It 
would not be right to use such 
a huge chunk of students’ mon-
ey for the cost of the holiday 
lights.” 
 According to Guzman, 
SGA and the Finance Board 
believe that the holiday lights 
should not come from the SAF.
 “We from SGA and 
Finance Board believe that it 
is not fair for the students to 
use this money to pay for [the 

lights],” Guzman said. “We 
wouldn’t mind paying some of 
the costs, but we feel this is not 
the proper use of the fee.” 
 SGA and Finance Board 
will see how the absence of the 
holiday lights goes over with 
the student body through a 
survey. 
 “I think that when [stu-
dents are] informed of the 
costs, we’ll get a better answer 
of how they truly feel about it,” 
Guzman said.
 Guzman also said that the 
absence of the lights would help 
Rider to become more sustain-
able.
 Some students, like junior 
Natalie Braun, believe “the cost 
of the lights is worth the hol-
iday cheer, especially around 
finals when the lights get the 
campus excited for break.” 
 “I love the holiday lights,” 
Braun said. “It would be really 
sad if there wasn’t any recogni-
tion of the holidays.”
 Senior Dennis Raymond 

disagrees on the subject of the 
holiday lights. 
 “It seems like an unneces-
sary expense that could be put 
to better use for more perma-
nent matters,” Raymond said. 
 SGA students aren’t the 
only ones interested in the 
results of the survey.
 “I’d love to hear what the 
students think of that,” said 
Dean of Students Anthony 
Campbell. 
 While many students feel 
the lights are lovely and bright-
en up an otherwise dark part of 
the year, Guzman feels there are 
advantages to saving the money 
spent on these decorations. 
 “Let’s be realistic about 
the costs,” Guzman said. “We 
would much rather have the 
money from the spontaneous 
funding pool go to [a confer-
ence for] an organization or and 
event put on by [the Residence 
Hall Association] 
 Junior Nicole Drickler feels 
that the lights are well worth 

the money. 
 “I think the holiday lights 
they put up around the library 
are gorgeous,” she said. “It is 
my favorite part of being on 
campus in the winter. It really 
makes everything look so nice 
in the dead of winter.”
 Junior Kelly Gapinski 
agrees with Drickler. 
 “Even though something 
like that is expensive, it is a 
campus tradition and some-
thing that truly makes Rider 
feel like home,” she said. “We 
pay a lot of money, and I highly 
doubt we will see that unused 
money put toward something 
more productive, so they might 
as well put up the lights as 
usual.”
 According to Guzman, the 
decision to forego the holiday 
lights for a year is because the 
lights are up for only a short 
time before students leave for 
winter break and because the 
students are paying to put the 
lights up. 

 “We just feel that it’s not 
a good use of the money,” 
Guzman said. “What we’re 
really doing is taking this as 
an opportunity to see how it 
pans out for the year. We’re just 
thinking about what we should 
really be using the SAF for.” 
 Guzman said that questions 
have been asked about another 
department picking up or shar-
ing the cost, but an agreement 
could not be reached. SGA and 
Finance Board felt it would be 
best to save the money this year. 
 “Next year, if students 
really show interest and indi-
cate support towards holiday 
lights we can try to find another 
way to fund them, but stu-
dents shouldn’t automatically 
be responsible for $17,000,” 
Ciccarelli said. 

Lights
Continued from p. 1

Loko
Continued from p. 1

What’s a tier-two violation?
1st violation: Parental notifi-
cation, $200 fine, mandatory 
alcohol education, commu-
nity restitution and a warn-
ing that further violation will 
result in loss of campus driv-
ing privileges.

2nd violation: Parental noti-
fication, $300 fine, manda-
tory alcohol consultation, one 
month loss of campus driving 
privileges.

3rd violation: Parental noti-
fication, $300 fine, manda-
tory alcohol education or 
consultation (as appropriate) 
and loss of campus driving 
privileges for three months.

4th or more violations: 
Parental notification, $300 
fine, mandatory alcohol con-
sultation and loss of campus 
driving privileges for one year.



 
 A society’s transformation 
from peaceful to murderous 
was the focus of a lecture from 
a retired Rider professor.
 Dr. Marvin Goldstein 
presented the topic of the 
Holocaust to Dr. Pearlie-Mae 
Peter’s Literature and Violence 
class on Wednesday. 
 Prior to his retirement four 
years ago, Goldstein was a fac-
ulty member in the Psychology 
Department who specialized in 
social psychology, specifically 
prejudice. He now serves as 
the assistant director at Rider’s 
Holocaust Resource Center. 
 The lecture centered on the 
theme “How Ordinary People 
Become Murderers,” as well as 
Elie Wiesel’s acclaimed best-
seller, Night. The book is about 
Wiesel’s experience in the Nazi 
death camps during World War 
II. Goldstein spoke about how 
violent behaviors are developed. 
 “As a psychologist, there 
are two ways of looking at vio-
lent behavior,” he said. “You 
can look at it through the field 
of personality psychology, in 
which you would say some peo-
ple, because of their childhood 
[filled with violence], become 
very angry and frustrated and 
are looking to get even with the 
world. The social psychologist 
on the other side will say that 
the circumstances are more rel-
evant for committing violence.”
 The German people were 
not all cruel, cold-hearted peo-
ple, Goldstein said. Once the 
Nazi regime began its tactics of 
intimidation, the citizens start-
ed to believe the propaganda.  
 “Even though you may say 
you would never murder some-
body, under certain circum-
stances you would be prompted 
to do so,” he said. “The ques-
tion is, ‘What are the circum-
stances?’”
 Goldstein focused on the 
Nazi ideology that acted as a 
catalyst for the Holocaust.
 “Whatever minority group 
is being attacked, we dehuman-
ize them. We make them less 
than human,” he said. “You 
might hesitate killing another 
human, but when you define 
that person as less than human 
 — as an object  — you find it 
easier to kill them.” 
 This is exactly what 
Germany did with the appoint-
ment of Adolf Hitler as Reich 
Chancellor from 1933 to 1945, 
the end of World War II.
 The Nazi ideology demand-
ed that the “master race” have a 
Nordic look with blonde hair 
and blue eyes. This superior 
race would include only the fit-
test in body and mind accord-
ing to Nazi credo. They believed 
that those who possessed these 
qualities deserved to acquire the 

most land. The Nazis’ goal was 
to take over Europe, then con-
quer the world.  
 Goldstein provided the 
context for the memoir Night. 
He illuminated the history that 
accompanied the novel to pro-
vide a deeper understanding of 
how prejudice arises. 
 The anti-Semitic 
Nuremberg Laws established 
the first legislation against the 
Jewish people. The laws classi-
fied individuals who had four 
Jewish grandparents as Jews, 
even if the indiviuals did not 
practice Judaism.
 The Nuremberg Laws 
eventually led to legislation 
requiring Jews to wear the Star 
of David on their clothing in 
order to distinguish them from 
the rest of the population, fur-
ther isolating them as a people.
 The discrimination of the 
Jewish people was fostered 
in German schools. Many 
teachers were members of 
the Schutzstaffel, or the SS, 
the Protection Squadron of 
Germany. 
 Goldstein described a scene 
from the novel The Poisonous 
Mushrooms, in which a young 

boy is gathering mushrooms in 
the woods with his mother. She 
tells her son that there are both 
good and bad mushrooms but 
they are difficult to distinguish 
sometimes. The mother asks 
her son if he knows who the 
bad people are. He replies, “Of 
course I know, mother, they are 
the Jews. Our teacher has often 
said that in school.” This strik-
ing example demonstrates how 
the Nazi party instilled these 
discriminatory views into the 
youth in their formative years. 
 Nazi Germany developed 
the first government-organized 
prejudice. Killing became a 

numb reality for its citizens. It 
became a social norm through-
out this propaganda-permeated 
society. Goldstein explained 
that because the executions 
became such a normality in 
German society, it was consid-
ered a moral action. According 
to Goldstein, other nations did 
not believe the tales of German 
brutality at first. These coun-
tries had to witness the hor-
ror with their own eyes once 
they began fighting against the 
abominable practices. 
 After the Holocaust, 
the topic was taboo at first. 
Goldstein revealed that his 

neighbor had the numbers from 
the Nazi death camp tattooed 
on his arm. Goldstein’s parents 
forbid him to ask the man 
about his traumatizing ordeal. 
 “It wasn’t until the early 
1960s with the television show 
The Holocaust [when] it really 
hit the American public,” he 
said.
 Goldstein stressed the 
importance of the Holocaust 
and genocide education. The 
state of New Jersey mandates 
that schools provide genocide 
education within their curricu-
lum. According to the official 
legislation, “The instruction 
shall enable pupils to identify 
and analyze applicable theories 
concerning human nature and 
behavior; to understand that 
genocide is a consequence of 
prejudice and discrimination.” 
 “The goal is to get kids to 
see what stereotyping is, what 
the ideology was and how you 
could do this to a group of 
people,” Goldstein said. 
 Goldstein hopes that the 
rest of the country will follow 
in New Jersey’s footsteps by 
requiring genocide education in 
all states.
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Haunting memoir opens floor for discussion 
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Coming
Up ...

Friday, Nov. 12
Striking 12 Preview, 
7 p.m., Yvonne Theater 

Pub Night, 9 p.m., BLC Pub

Saturday, Nov. 13
Striking 12, 8 p.m., 
Yvonne Theater

Sunday, Nov. 14
The Cloud-Capp’d Towers: 
Poetry and Choral Artistry, 
3 p.m., Bristol Hall Chapel. 
Admission: $20 adults and 
$15 students/seniors

Debussy: Nocturnes, 4 p.m., 
Richardson Auditorium in 
Alexander Hall, Princeton 
University. For tickets call: 
609-497-0020 or go to www.
princetonsymphony.org/tick-
ets

Monday, Nov. 15
Corporate Etiquette, 
4:30 p.m., Sweigart 118

Pub Night, 9 p.m., BLC Pub

Tuesday, Nov. 16
Stomp Out Stigma Run/
Walk, 11:30 a.m., 
SRC track and Campus Mall

Phi Sigma Sigma’s Kidney 
Bean Count, 12 p.m., Daly’s

Wednesday, Nov. 17
Phi Sigma Sigma’s Kidney 
Bean Count, 12 p.m., Daly’s

Thanksgiving Celebration, 
11:30 a.m., Cavalla Room

Frank Newport Lecture, 
7 p.m., Sweigart Auditorium

Thursday, Nov. 18
Thanksgiving Celebration, 
11:30 a.m., Cavalla Room 

Phi Sigma Sigma’s Kidney 
Bean Count, 12 p.m., Daly’s

Pub Night, 4:30 p.m., BLC 
Pub

T.A.S.K. presents: The 
SHARE Projects, 7 p.m., 
Sweigart Auditorium 

Baila Conmigo, 7:30 p.m., 
Fireside Lounge

Hunger & Homelessness 
Awareness Vigil, 9:30 p.m., 
Moore Library Steps

Compiled by Emily Landgraf
To list your event, e-mail
ridernews@rider.edu

Be sure to check theridernews.com 
for our weekly blogs on everything 
from sports to photography to life as a 
freshman.

A male student was the 
victim of a physical assault by 
five unknown assailants on 
Tuesday evening, according to 
University officials.
 Five males assaulted the 
student in Poyda Hall earlier 
that evening and then fled the 
campus in a car, leaving him 
with minor injuries, accord-
ing to University officials. It 
is believed that the victim and 
his attackers knew each other. 
The motive for the attack is 
under investigation.
 According to Campbell, 
there were students and non-
students involved in the 
attack. 
 “It wasn’t a random act, 
and I think that’s important 
for people to know,” Dean of 
Students Anthony Campbell 
said. 
 The matter is being inves-
tigated and the administration 
and Public Safety are work-
ing closely with the Lawrence 
Township Police Department 
(LTPD). 
 “The key is we still believe 
the campus is safe,” Campbell 
said. “In order to increase our 
vigilance, we have increased 

patrols of Public Safety and 
we’ve asked LTPD to make 
more frequent patrols on cam-
pus.” 

On Wednesday, students 
were notified via text message 
around 1 a.m. and told to 
check their e-mail for further 
information. 
 Campbell said that the 
University is assisting in the 
investigation in every way 
possible.  
 “At this point, there’s noth-
ing conclusive,” Campbell 
said. 
 “Right now, we’re follow-
ing up on some leads, and we 
can go from there,” he said.
 Students were informed 
about the attack in compli-
ance with the “Timely Notice” 
provision of the federal Jeanne 
Clery Disclosure of Campus 
Security Policy and Campus 
Crime Statistics Act of 1998.  
 Students have been urged 
to immediately report suspi-
cious individuals or activity to 
Rider’s Public Safety, refrain 
from propping doors to resi-
dence halls and keep offic-
es and residence hall rooms 
secure. 

Male student assaulted 
by five men in Poyda 

Rachel Stengel/The Rider News

Marvin Goldstein discusses Elie Wiesel’s memoir Night and Nazi 
Germany in a Literature and Violence class on Wednesday.



Myth #2

Moore Library 
has a fourth 
floor
 Indeed, there is a fourth 
floor in Moore Library, but is 
it mysterious? Not so much. 
Although it’s not open to 
the public, it disappointingly 
lacks eerie cobwebs and Harry 
Potter-like secret passageways.

 Robert Congleton, Moore 
Library’s department chair 
and librarian, explained that 
the fourth floor used to house 
the School of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences professors until 1990.
 “Students would have to 
make this trek each time they 
wanted to see their professors,” 
he said, stopping mid-step and 
catching his breath to spout off 
a quick fact.
 Congleton said the fourth 
floor is simply used for process-
ing and ordering library books, 
among other methodical pro-

cesses.
 “We keep some periodicals 
up here that are rarely used,” he 
said, dating some as far back as 
the 18th century. “But anyone 
can access this information. 
They’d just have to ask cir-
culation staff and then they’d 
retrieve it.”
 Although it lacks an allur-
ing aura of mystery, the fourth 
floor offers library faculty a 
secluded workspace away from 
public disturbance. 

 Surely you’ve heard them before — Rider rumors. Every campus has its urban legends, kept alive by students moving through and leaving behind unproven tales 
for future students to continue. But how many of them are verified? Here are three common campus rumors and their answers — or as close to an answer as possible.

Myth #1

Centennial 
Lake is toxic
 Centennial Lake has a 
bad reputation. Between ran-
dom pieces of furniture being 
dumped into it, rumors of a 
Public Safety car resting along 
the lakebed and fecal matter 
from geese, not many would 
consider it clean. In fact, some 
students even classify it as tox-
ic.
 Dr. Kathleen Browne, 
assistant provost and academ-
ic director of The Learning 
Center, directed a student res-
toration project on Centennial 
Lake in 2000.
 “Prior to the restoration, 
if you looked at the lake in the 

middle of the day it’d look like 
pea soup,” Browne said. 
 Thanks to the restoration 
project and successfully deter-
ring geese from living on cam-

pus, the lake is in much better 
shape, but Browne says that 
whether or not it’s toxic is not 
up to her.
 “Toxic is defined different-

ly in different circumstances. 
To me, toxic is anything higher 
than the maximum limit, as in 
government levels allowed,” she 
said. “But one sample wouldn’t 

be enough. There’d need to be 
a continuous monitoring pro-
gram to determine that.”
 Browne also explained that 
smaller bodies of water, such as 
Centennial Lake, usually result 
in a higher concentration of 
nutrients and chemicals. But 
Browne says that New Jersey’s 
bodies of water aren’t in prime 
condition as it is. This is the 
result of factors such as dense 
population, highway runoff 
and litter.
 Finally, Browne said she’s 
not fearful of what the lake 
contains. She would take as 
much precaution swimming in 
the lake as in any other body of 
water.
 “Would I go swimming in 
that lake? I would,” she said, 
but advised that drinking it 
would be unwise. “The mud 
might be stinky, but that’s just 
from organic elements.”

Myth #3

Rider’s football 
team was banned 
for 100 years
 Perhaps you’ve seen the T-shirts: 
“Rider football: Undefeated since 
1951.” The University began its foot-
ball program in the 1920s. Most of the 
players from the program’s glory days in 
the late ’40s and early ’50s were World 
War II veterans. The G.I. Bill provided 
college funding for these returning vets 
— ideal candidates for a football team.
 “These guys were warriors. They 
were older than your regular college 
guys,” said Edward A. Torres, a 1954 
Rider graduate and current men’s and 

women’s tennis coach, holding up a 
picture from his old yearbook. “Look 
at their receding hairlines. These guys 
were tough.”
 The campus, at the time located in 
downtown Trenton on 428 East State 

St., sheltered students from the bustling 
city streets. The football team, dubbed 
the Roughriders, lived in the basement 
of the dining hall, which they called 
“The Dungeon.”
 Various rumors have surfaced about 

the disappearance of the football team.
 According to Wikipedia, Rider 
was placed under investigation in 1951 
because of allegations that the team 
was paying recruits and giving players 
improper benefits. The story goes that 
the NCAA then asked the school to 
discontinue the team. However, sports 
information director Bud Focht said 
the team was dropped for simpler rea-
sons.
 “Rider chose to stop sponsoring a 
football team for financial reasons,” he 
said. “The team was made up of a lot of 
army guys who were at Rider through 
the G.I. Bill so we had all these older 
guys, and we were pretty good at foot-
ball because they were playing against 
18- and 19-year-olds. When they all 
graduated, we didn’t have too many 
great football players here anymore.”
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Centennial Lake takes on a different aura at night.  Although the daylight may highlight its im-
perfections, such as the sludge and unidentifiable objects, nothing about the lake is toxic.

Courtesy of Amanda Sandlin

Moore Library’s mysterious fourth floor is real and houses  
some periodicals that date back to the 18th century.

By Amanda Sandlin

Rider’s football team, called the Roughriders, was composed mostly of World 
War II veterans. The team posed for its traditional team shot in 1929.

Courtesy of Riderana

Notorious myths and rumors that have finally been cracked
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House of Cupcakes 
takes the cake

 
 

 
 On a quaint street in Princeton, nes-
tled among various eateries and boutiques, 
lies House of Cupcakes, another bakery in 
an ongoing string of hip cupcake locales 
popping up across the country.
 Though the cupcake trend can, at 
times, seem a bit too cutesy, there’s no 
denying that these little confections are 
both delicious and convenient. House of 
Cupcakes offers a variety of specialty fla-
vors, though they’re comparatively more 
tame than those created by other gour-
met “cupcakeries,” such as Crumbs Bake 
Shop, which is based in New York but has 
nation-wide locations. The small cakes are 
all topped with a generous dollop of icing 
much larger than the cupcake itself, and 
they taste fresh even days after purchase. 
 One of House of Cupcakes’ 
more unique flavors includes German 
Chocolate, which is chocolate cake 
adorned with chocolate icing and topped 
with clusters of coconut and nuts. The 
Boston Cream cupcake is vanilla cake 

with bavarian cream filling, dressed in 
frosting that resembles chocolate ganache. 
The Chocolate Chip Mint cupcake fea-
tures green mint icing, while the Lime and 
Orange cupcakes have lime and orange 
flavored frosting, respectively. 
 Coffee lovers will enjoy the Kahlua 
and Coffee cupcake, and the Candy Cup 
cupcake is decked out with a heap of 
vanilla icing and sprinkled with multicol-
ored Snocaps. Yes, they taste just as good 
as they sound.
 Simpler flavors include the trendy 
Red Velvet and the classic Carrot Cake, 
which is slightly underwhelming and a 
touch too sweet, thanks to the vanilla 
cream cheese frosting. Peanut Butter Cup 
is fantastic; the chocolate icing is light and 
airy, pairing well with the dark chocolate 
cake and peanut butter cup crumbles. In 
all, there are more than 25 cupcake fla-
vors.
 House of Cupcakes isn’t limited to 
cupcakes. It’s a great place to grab a quick 
cup of coffee or tea, and it has an array 
of other treats in its repertoire, including 
muffins, cookies and smoothies. Dogs 
can get in on the action, too. Pet owners 

can purchase “pupcakes,” which are made 
with pet-safe ingredients such as oatmeal, 
peanut butter, cornmeal and honey.
 The store, which celebrated its second 
birthday in August, also has reasonable 
prices. A single treat costs just $2.25 and 
purchasing five cupcakes guarantees the 
sixth free at $11.25. The shop creates 
miniature cupcakes by special order, and 
also makes custom creations for special 
occasions such as weddings and baby 
showers. Even if the prices were steeper, 
the quality of the cupcakes would be well 
worth the expense.
 If it’s sweets you crave, then House of 
Cupcakes is the place to be. 
 House of Cupcakes is located on 
Witherspoon Street in Princeton. To view the 
menu, visit www.thehouseofcupcakes.com. 

  
 

 Bring two completely different actors 
together, stick them in a car and send 
them across the county. Sounds promis-
ing, right?
 Directed by Todd Phillips (The 
Hangover), Due Date is a road trip com-
edy that brings workaholic and expectant 
father Peter Highman (Robert Downey 
Jr., Iron Man) and goofy, irritable, aspiring 
actor Ethan Tremblay (Zach Galifianakis, 
The Hangover) together for a cross-coun-
try excursion where hilarity and danger 
ensue.
 After an incident with Tremblay while 
boarding a flight home, Highman lands 
on the no-fly list. With no money, identi-
fication or belongings, Highman is forced 
to drive from Atlanta to Los Angeles with 
Tremblay to make it home in time for 
the birth of his first child with his wife 
(Michelle Monaghan, Gone Baby Gone).
 The trip starts off normally, with the 
two men making their first pit stop at a 
Waffle House restaurant. Tremblay reveals 
intimate details about his life to Highman, 
such as his dream to act on the TV show 

Two and a Half Men and how he was in 
Atlanta for his father’s funeral. Tremblay 
pulls out a coffee tin full of his father’s 
ashes and shares his desire to set them free 
over the Grand Canyon. This leads to one 
of the many arguments between the two, 
which are the highlights of the film.
 The men travel on, making another 
stop at a drug dealer for Tremblay so he 
can purchase marijuana for his glaucoma. 
This scene allows Downey to exercise his 

comedic abilities and was one of the more 
memorable moments of the film. 
 The movie continues along the same 
path: stop, commence shenanigans, con-
tinue on. The pattern repeats throughout 
the film but it’s tied together seamlessly 
with angry rants from Highman and non-
sensical one-liners from Tremblay.
 Another one of the more memo-
rable moments comes when Tremblay 
falls asleep while driving. He causes a 

major accident that lands both him and 
Highman in the hospital with no way to 
get to Los Angeles. Luckily, Highman’s 
football player friend Darryl (Jamie Foxx, 
Ray) is there to lend them a car and some 
money so they can continue their journey.
 A run-in with the Mexican border 
patrol and a car chase later, Highman and 
Tremblay end up at the Grand Canyon. 
Tremblay briefly shows his serious side 
and delivers a moving speech about his 
father. While he is playing essentially 
the same character as in The Hangover, 
Galifianakis proves he can perform dra-
matic scenes as well as comedic ones.
 While the men are at the Grand 
Canyon, Highman’s wife calls, as she 
is going into labor early. Highman and 
Tremblay drive all night and make it just 
in time for the birth and everyone lives 
happily ever after, ironically enough.
 The movie itself has many funny 
moments, but it’s not the next The 
Hangover. Downey’s character was hilari-
ous and it was refreshing to see him in 
something other than an action movie. 
However, some aspects, like Galifianakis’ 
character and his one-liners, seemed a 
little stale.
 Despite its recycled material, this Due 
Date is one you don’t want to miss.

 

 Various countries and cultures found 
a home at Rider on Wednesday.
 The day began with the French 
Cabaret Night in the Fireside Lounge. 
Derry Light opened with a book titled 
“Big Book of Places to Go,” which depict-
ed a different country on each page. 
Richard Swain, associate professor of Fine 
Arts, and Tim Brown took turns singing 
and playing on piano a portion of a native 
song of each country as the book was 
sifted through. Light finally stopped turn-
ing the pages once she landed on France.
 Scenes were acted out through song 
for the remainder of the event, trans-
porting the audience to the bustling city 
of Paris. One involved Jamie Micallef 
teaching Brown’s character how to speak 
French, resulting in the removal of his 
stereotypical tourist Hawaiian shirt to 
reveal a more sophisticated French outfit, 
topped with a beret.
 The singers, led by Swain, comprise a 
group called the Poquelin Players and were 
accompanied by Ann Marie Poklembo on 
violin. 
 The performance ended after a short 
introduction of the group’s members with 
Swain’s rendition of “One More Song 
About Paris,” a parody about the extended 
amount of time spent singing about the 
city.
 The audience determined it a success.
 “It was a very interesting experience,” 
said senior Hank Chang. “I’d never got-
ten a chance to know about the French 
culture. This made me want to learn more 

about it.” 
 The night continued with a Talent 
and Fashion show, hosted by the Rider 
International Student Association (RISA). 
 It began with an introduction of the 
hosts, freshman Lily Lin and senior Alban 
Pellegrin, who gave a general welcome to 
the international community. They per-
formed little skits throughout the night, 
keeping the audience engaged during set-
up and transition periods.
 The fashion portion was first, with 
various students from different cultures 
showcasing traditional dress. There were 
representations of outfits from China, 
Korea and Cameroon, among others.
 Shortly after was the talent show. 
This featured two singers: Senior Yijia 
Cao sang a song in English and Lily Lin 
performed one in Chinese. Sophomore 
William You demonstrated his karate 
skills, breaking wooden boards with the 
side of his hand, foot and fist. There was 
also a stepping group, comprised of senior 
Yanli Zhang, junior Jess Nagle, senior 
Nerrissa Carty, senior Devoncia Martin 
and junior Yangzom Kinlay.
 To end the night, two people were 
randomly selected through a lottery sys-
tem from each of the three portions of the 
event: the fashion show, the talent show 
and the audience. The winners were given 
a CD.
 Both events were a part of Rider’s 
annual International Week, which also 
included a lecture by Frank Rusciano, 
professor of Political Science and Global 
and Multinational Studies, a film titled 
Motorcycle Diaries, keynote speaker 
Christopher Heaney and various musical 
performances in Daly’s and the Pub.

FILM REVIEW

International week showcases talents from around the world

Courtesy of Jessica Canose

Ann Marie Poklembo plays violin as Derry Light, Tim Brown and Jamie Micallef act out a scene, pretending they are in Paris.

Dynamic duo discovers friendship in ‘Due Date’
Seniors Devoncia Martin and Yanli Zhang, juniors Jess Nagle and Yangzom Kinlay 
and senior Nerrissa Carty, form a stepping group for the talent show.
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On the first stop of the trip, Peter Highman (Robert Downey Jr.) and Ethan Tremblay 
(Zach Galifianakis) go to Waffle House, where Tremblay has an allergic reaction.

By Kaitlin MacRae
macrae@theridernews.com

By Emily Eiermann
eiermanne@theridernews.com
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Six cupcakes are featured from the 
shop, including the Oreo cupcake.

Helen Mannion/The Rider News

Above: Senior Alban Pellegrin and freshman Lily Lin were 
hosts for the night, filling transition periods with short co-
medic sketches to keep the audience’s attention. Left: The 
participants of the fashion show line up for a final bow after 
presenting their outfits individually on the runway. 

By Helen Mannion
mannionh@theridernews.com

Sophomore William You demonstrates 
his karate skills by breaking a wooden 
board into two with a kick.

Heather Fiore/The Rider News

Heather Fiore/The Rider News
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Tremblay falls asleep while driving, re-
sulting in the car falling off the highway.

Highman and Tremblay hug after acci-
dently spilling Tremblay’s father’s ashes.



Every year, Rider celebrates the start of the holiday season 
by putting lights on the outside of the library and the sur-
rounding trees. But the Student Government Association 

(SGA), the group that funds the lights through our Student 
Activities Fee, has decided not to put the lights up this year 
because it feels the money spent for the lights could be put to 
better use. The decision has drawn mixed reactions. But we feel 
the lights are an important part of the holiday season at Rider, 
and believe if the lights can’t go up this year, they should go up 
next year.
 Whether people like the lights or not, they serve a purpose. 
Their main goal is to get students in the holiday spirit, no mat-
ter what holiday they celebrate. Walking by the library is a kind 
reminder that, despite the stress of the end of the semester, it is 
almost time for the winter break holidays, a much-anticipated 
time of year. And, in the winter, it can be dreary outside — 
cloudy, cold and windy. The lights give students something 
pretty to look at. With a price tag of roughly $17,000, it is 
understandable why SGA may think the lights aren’t worth it. 
 But there should be some sort of alternative to SGA footing 
the entire bill so that students can get the decorations they enjoy. 
Instead of having SGA pony up the entire $17,000 every year, 
maybe it can reach a compromise with the University. Rather 
than paying for the lights and the labor to hang them, SGA 
could pay for one and the University could pay for the other. 
SGA president Brian Guzman thinks that would be a better 
solution.
 “We wouldn’t mind paying some of the costs,” he said, “but 
we feel this is not the proper use of the [Student Activities] fee.” 
 There are other options that would still allow Rider to have 
its lights. The University could scale down the display, or have 
student groups help string the lights or even conduct various 
fundraisers to pay for the cost.
 Overall, students enjoy having the lights to look at. While it 
has not been a century-long tradition, it has become something 
that everyone has become used to in the past few years. Usually 
put up around early December, the campus is decorated for 
about a month before students leave for winter break.   
 Many students have to go to the library in order to prepare 
for finals in the last weeks of the semester — do some research, 
meet with a study group or write a paper. It can all be done  
there. Decorating the building gives students a little more cheer 
as they make their way to complete all of the tasks that have to 
be done. Also, the library is the only place that is really fancied 
up for the holiday season, outside of dorm rooms. And hanging 
lights in the dorms is a fire hazard.
 It has already been decided that there will not be any holi-
day lights this year. Some students are indifferent, but a lot are 
disappointed there will be nothing to lift their spirits this holiday 
season, and to help them get through finals. We may not be able 
to do anything about it now, but next year is a different story. 
There is a way to please everyone when it comes to the lights; we 
just have to work to find it.
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Health and Fitness

Categorize your workout style
Editorial

Left in the dark 
this holiday season

This weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion 
of The Rider News. This week’s editorial was writ-
ten by the Opinion Editor, Angelique Lee.

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to the editor 
from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s telephone number 
and e-mail address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks on individuals or groups 
are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters  to the editor for length, clarity, accuracy, gram-
mar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste and civility. Brevity is encouraged. All 
decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, which may reject any letter. Send to The 
Rider News via e-mail (ridernews@rider.edu), campus mail, or hand deliver to Ridge House. All 
letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding publication.

 I can’t stand a boring workout. Difficult? 
Fine. Painful? I can take it. But when I’m pound-
ing habitual footsteps on the dreadmill — I mean 
treadmill — I just can’t go on. 
 While I prefer something swift and challeng-
ing, others might enjoy more slow-paced exer-
cise, or perhaps something to get the adrenaline 
pumping. Whatever your fitness fancy, there’s an 
exercise for you.

The Adventure Seeker
Characteristics: They enjoy exercise diversity— 
not being chained to a one-dimensional train-
ing regimen. These people often seek out new 
and inventive activities during their free time. 
They enjoy spontaneous trips and dread a daily 
routine. Adventure seekers would opt to dine at 
an exotic international restaurant over a classic 
American diner.
The workout: Anything outdoors: mountain 
biking, rock climbing, paint balling, surfing, 
kayaking. All of these are great forms of exercise 
and provide ongoing excitement for the exerciser. 
Apply it: Doylestown Rock Gym Adventure 
Center can help you get started in climbing. It 
offers an all-day adult pass for just $12, plus 
equipment fees.
Doylestown Rock Gym Adventure Center Inc. 
3853 Old Easton Road  
Doylestown, Pa. 18902

The Schedule Freak
Characteristics: This group is easy to find. 
Chances are they’ll be in the same place at the 
same time every week. Contrary to popular 
belief, there’s nothing wrong with belonging to 
this group. The schedule freak knows what he or 
she likes and how to go about daily life. These 
people may be seen clinging to a BlackBerry or 
spiraling into a breakdown upon the loss of an 
appointment calendar.
The workout: Although routines might fly in 
daily life, no such thing will deliver results in 

exercise. It’s always important to challenge your 
body in new ways, but if you want a definite 
workout time set, that’s easy to arrange. 
Apply it: Schedule a set 30-minute block of time 
for exercise five days a week. If you’re unsure of 
how to work out, try a group exercise class at 
the SRC. The class calendar can be found on the 
Rider website.

The I-Don’t-Want-To-Feel-Pain Exerciser
Characteristics: I-Don’t-Want-To-Feel-Pain 
exerciser (IDWTFPE for short) despises the feel-
ing of, well, exercise. The post-workout endor-
phins may be great, but the effort it takes to get 
there deters them from setting foot in a gym, 
much less on a treadmill. IDWTFPEs hate 
blood, sweat and tears.
The workout: Leisurely swimming burns a lot 
of calories and provides an excellent cardiovas-
cular workout without the sweat. Often times, 
jumping in the pool with your pals and having 
chicken fights will give you a workout without 
even realizing it.
Apply it: The Coppola Pool is located in the 
Maurer Gym, just behind Poyda Hall and next to 
the West Village apartments. Open swim is avail-
able to students Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. to 7 
p.m., as well as Tuesday and Thursday from 8:30 
a.m. to 10 a.m., and 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. It’s 
also open Saturday and Sunday from 2 p.m. to 
5 p.m.

 Whatever your preferred exercise routine, use 
all available resources. Where a gym membership 
usually costs around $40/month, the SRC only 
requires a card swipe. And, of course, be creative. 
Think outside of the conventional workout box 
to stay entertained and challenged in your fitness 
endeavors.

- Amanda Sandlin
Senior journalism major
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Theater Critic

Upcoming Broadway performances hit or miss
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November 9, 1976 — The U.N. General Assembly approves 10 resolutions con-

demning South African apartheid.

This Week iN hisTory ...

A Sophomore Speaks

Roommates don’t equal best friends

Democratic Approach

TAG cuts may hinder 
student’s education

 As the holiday season approaches, Broadway theaters begin to fill with original 
productions and starry revivals all hoping to attract out-of-town tourists. Here are 
some shows that are must-sees, some that are average and others you should prob-
ably only go to if your ticket is free.
 This summer, Broadway theaters were home to big Hollywood names, such as 
Corbin Bleu (High School Musical), Kelsey Grammer (Frasier), Sean Hayes (Will & 
Grace) and Nathan Lane (The Producers). This holiday season is no different; how-
ever, remember that big stars are not necessarily conducive to an amazing show. 
 A few weeks ago, a wonderful comedy called La Bête opened. This play exam-
ines the hijinx that ensues when a professional actor and a street clown are forced to 
work together. A classic comedy in the style of Moliere, La Bête stars David Hyde 
Pierce from television’s Frasier. If you are looking for a more updated version of 
La Bête, check out David Mamet’s A Life in the Theatre, a new comedy about the 
relationship that develops between an older, experienced actor (played by Sir Patrick 
Stewart, X-Men) and a fresh-faced actor (played by T. R. Knight, Grey’s Anatomy).
 If comedy is not your thing, have no fear: Shakespeare is back on the Great 
White Way this season. Al Pacino (Scarface) stars in The Merchant of Venice, which 
is receiving rave reviews. This drama displays the true meaning of friendship, loy-
alty and humanity. Yet another star-studded drama is Driving Miss Daisy, starring 
James Earl Jones (Star Wars) and Vanessa Redgrave (Letters to Juliet). This is a perfect 
example of how two big celebrities do not always equal a great show. Almost all 

reviews for this show have been negative. Therefore, I suggest you stay home and 
simply watch the classic movie. No one can beat Morgan Freeman, anyway.
 The next few months will also feature some brand new musicals. Rain: A Tribute 
to the Beatles finally makes its way to Broadway after years of a widely successful 
national tour. A wonderful Beatles cover band takes you through the incredible 
journey of one of the most famous bands of all time. If you are looking for a good 
time, this is your show. 
 A perfect new show for the holiday season is the musical Elf, based on the 2003 
Will Ferrell movie. Being a huge fan of the movie, I am extremely excited to see this 
story come to life on stage. Look out for a bus trip to see Elf through the Student 
Entertainment Council on Friday, Dec. 3. 
 I recently saw a new musical I think will be a clear runner for a Tony Award, the 
highest honor in theater, later in the year. Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson is a brilliant 
new show that takes its audience through the life of President Andrew Jackson, set 
to an excellent emo rock score. This show is not to be missed. Run, don’t walk, to 
this performance. 
 For a complete list of what is currently playing on Broadway, go to www.play-
bill.com. Be sure to go to New York City this holiday season and take in a great 
show.

- Ryan Oliveti
Junior elementary education and theater major

 Not all roommates get along. Sometimes 
they have conflicting interests: one likes to get 
eight hours of sleep a night, while the other 
prefers to stay up all night partying. Maybe two 
roommates find themselves unhappy because one 
decides to have his or her girlfriend or boyfriend 
stay over for four nights too many.
 Basically it’s awkward, unpleasant and not 
even remotely fun to have to live with someone 
that you don’t like, trust or feel safe around.
 If you find yourself fitting into this category, 
you are not alone. Every student at Rider can 
probably name at least one friend who doesn’t get 
along with his or her roommate.
 It is especially common to have issues 
between two roommates who were randomly 
selected to room together by the University. But 
there are instances where roommates who have 
chosen to room with each other find out the 
hard way that they don’t get along. Even lifelong 
friends who’ve known each other for years and 
choose to live together have been known to grow 
apart and not get along as roommates.
 It is not an easy thing to find someone you 
can live with. However, as all students who have 
had roommate problems know, there is a way to 
solve it and get into a better living situation.
 Around this time last year, in the beginning 
of November, I switched roommates. Hands 
down, it was the best decision I have made since 
I’ve been at Rider. I can say from personal experi-
ence that having a roommate with whom you get 

along definitely makes college 100 percent more 
enjoyable.
 Whether you have a friend in mind to move 
in with, or have no idea where you want to go 
but just want to get away from your current 
roommate, the first step is to go to the Residence 
Life office and get the proper paperwork in order 
to change your roommate.
 The next step is to have the Residence 
Director of the building you are currently living 
in approve and sign your paper. If you are switch-
ing buildings, you need the Residence Director 
of that building to sign the paper as well. Finally, 
you, your future roommate and your old room-
mate need to sign the paper.
 It’s not an easy process, but I can say that 
it is definitely worth it. As soon as I was able to 
move out of my old room, my things were across 
campus in about 15 minutes, ready to be moved 
into my new dorm room.
 Why suffer through a semester, or even a 
whole school year, living with someone you can’t 
stand? The good vibes you get from having a 
roommate that you get along with makes the 
whole college experience so much more worth-
while.

- Paige McAtee
Sophomore journalism major

 When Gov. Chris Christie took office 11 months ago, he 
spoke a lot about shared sacrifice. New Jersey’s $10 billion deficit 
grows every day and tough choices need to be made to close the fis-
cal gap, he said. It is understandable that Christie needs to balance 
the budget, but it is incomprehensible and downright wrong to cut 
more than $1 billion of state funding to education. Grant money 
that New Jersey students normally receive has either decreased or 
disappeared completely. A few weeks ago, I received a letter from 
the State of New Jersey stating that I will no longer receive the 
New Jersey Tuition Aid Grant (TAG) as a part of my financial aid 
package. 
 Christie’s response to the cuts is that everyone needs to give a 
little in order to help balance the budget. However, not everyone 
is suffering. Christie vetoed the millionaire’s tax that would have 
brought in more than $1 billion of new revenue that could have 
been used to ease the burden of the already drastic cuts to educa-
tion. On the campaign trail, Christie spoke about how he values 
education, but clearly his actions demonstrate that education is 
not his top priority. We are told to go to college to get an education 
and make better lives for ourselves, but that is a lot harder now. 
 The state gives funding to colleges and universities for two 
reasons: for university operations and to provide financial aid to 
students. Christie once ignorantly stated that private universities 
should not receive any money for operational uses because rich 
students can afford to pay more. I don’t know where Christie got 
that impression, because a wealthy student at any college or uni-
versity is hard to find. 
 Another drastic change that Christie implemented impacts the 
class of 2014 and beyond. Regardless of whether students attend a 
public or private institution, they will receive the same amount for 
TAG. Students used to get more funding if they went to a private 
institution because the tuition is higher than at a public institu-
tion.
  Rider has increased the amount of financial aid to students 
to alleviate the budget cuts. In terms of increased financial aid for 
me, Rider is trying to see what it can do. My family and I remain 
unsure of whether I can continue my education at Rider. I may 
end up transferring to a cheaper institution next year to finish my 
degree. 
 I love Rider and I want to be counted as an alumna one day. 
Any hardworking and willing student should be able to go to the 
college of his or her choice. It should not be determined by a gov-
ernment official who is so clearly out of touch with average college 
students and their families.

- Jennie Mugrace
Junior political science major



At Rider, Gary Taylor has 
been invaluable. The wrestling 
head coach has not only trans-
formed the university’s program 
from an unknown to a national 
power, but has made a differ-
ence in both the classroom and 
on campus.
 In his 33rd season as the 
Broncs’ leader, Taylor has com-
piled a remarkable 363 Division 
I wins, second highest among 
America’s active coaches. He 
also served Rider as an adjunct 
professor for 10 years and cur-
rently works with facilities in 
the summer as a project manag-
er, overseeing construction and 
renovation.
 Taylor earned the Frank N. 
Elliott award this year, speak-
ing volumes about what he has 
accomplished and meant to 
Rider. The honor is given to 
a member of the University’s 
administration, support staff 
and faculty who has demon-
strated extraordinary service 
to Rider. Taylor has fit this 
description since 1978, the year 
of his arrival.
 “It’s certainly a very hum-
bling experience to be recog-
nized,” Taylor said. “It’s a good 

feeling and appreciated very 
much.”
 When Taylor became a 
Bronc and took over the wres-
tling coaching duties, the pro-
gram was nearly non-existent. 
Rider never featured a nation-
ally ranked wrestler or team, 
but now these honors are par 
for the course. 
 “We’re still trying to pro-
duce the first national cham-
pion here and we solidly believe 
that we’re capable of doing 
that,” Taylor said. “We were 
close three times so we’ve been 
knocking on the door and we 
very much want to see a national 
champion at Rider. That would 
be a great accomplishment and 
that’s what were shooting for.”
 Taylor has generated 95 
conference champion wrestlers, 
brought 143 wrestlers to the 
NCAA Championships and 
had 13 of his wrestlers earn 
All-American honors. In 1997, 
the Broncs were ranked as high 
as seventh in the country as a 
team — impressive accolades 
for a small, private university, 
but that’s an aspect Taylor has 
embraced.
 “Rider athletes are very 
competitive across the board 
and they don’t have all the 
facilities that some of the big-

ger schools have,” he said. “I 
respect that. It’s kind of like the 
David and Goliath type of story 
and that has always appealed to 
me.”
 In high school, Taylor’s 
passion for wrestling grew and 
former mentors at all levels 
throughout his wrestling days 
instilled in him a desire to 
coach the sport. 
 “Many individuals had a 
great influence on me and when 
I was in college and I saw the 
coaches and what they did, I 
thought I would like to do 
that,” Taylor said.
 The veteran coach wres-
tled at Clarion University and 
later received his bachelor’s 
degree from East Stroudsburg 
University, the place that led 
him to Lawrenceville. Taylor 
was a student assistant coach for 
Red Witman and the Warriors 
and following graduation, 
Witman mentioned Rider’s job 
opening, believing Taylor was 
the perfect fit.
 “I trusted him a lot,” 
Taylor said. “He was a person I 
respected and he said they had 
a good base to build a program 
and had potential. I applied and 
I was fortunate to get the job 
coming right out of college.”
 As a Bronc, Taylor has con-

structed a winning program 
and placed Rider on the nation-
al map, something that’s not 
seen or done at many smaller 
institutions. Taylor has won 13 
conference championships as a 
team and with each new year, 
his goals grow.  

Overall, Taylor has benefit-

ted the Broncs through mul-
tiple facets, but he appreciates 
Rider just as much, the place 
he has called home for over 30 
years.
 “All of my coaching has 
been at Rider,” he said. “I plan 
to finish up my career here as I 
started it here.”

Champions
Continued from p. 12

    BRONCS’ BITS
Scores/Records (* denotes conference games)

Respected wrestling coach continues legacy at Rider
By Jordan Hall
halljo@theridernews.com
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Field Hockey
(16-4 overall, 9-0 NEC)
11/5
NEC Semifinals
Rider 4, Quinnipiac 2*
11/6
NEC Championship
Rider 1, Monmouth 0*
11/9
NCAA Play-In
Albany 2, Rider 1

Women’s Soccer
(9-8-2 overall, 5-5 MAAC)
11/5
MAAC Semifinals
Canisius 1, Rider 0*

Men’s Soccer
(2-15-1 overall, 
1-7-1 MAAC)
11/5
Iona 3, Rider 1*
11/7
Fairfield 1, Rider 0*

Volleyball
(3-23 overall, 2-14 MAAC)
11/6
Rider 3, Saint Peter’s 0*
11/7
Manhattan 3, Rider 0*
11/13
vs. Loyola (MD), 1 p.m.*
11/14
vs. Iona, noon*

Swimming & Diving
11/6
vs. Lehigh
W: 154 - 139 (W)
M: 125.2 - 174.5 (L)
11/13
vs. Delaware and LaSalle at 1 
p.m. in Newark, Del.

Wrestling (2-1)
11/6
at Charlottesville, Va.
Rider 32, Gardner Webb 6
Virginia 38, Rider 0
Rider 49, Anderson 0
11/14
at Binghamton Open, 9 a.m.

Men’s Basketball
11/6
Rider 80, TCNJ 42(Exb.)
11/12
at UMass, 7:30 p.m.
11/14
vs. Lafayette, 4 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
11/7
Rider 78, West Chester 71 
(OT) (Exb.)
11/12
at Bucknell, 5 p.m.
11/14
at Penn State, 2 p.m.

And more sports...

For women’s soccer, head 
coach Drayson Hounsome 
was named MAAC Women’s 
Soccer Coach of the Year. 
Sophomore Abi Cottam was 
named to the All-MAAC 
Second Team, freshmen 
Jennifer Meier, Becca Kape 
and Bridgette Bartkowski 
were named to the MAAC 
All-Rookie Team.

For field hockey, junior 
Virginia Egusquiza was 
named the NEC Player 
of the Year with junior 
Megan Pisani earning NEC 
Offensive Player of the 
Year honors and freshman 
Sandra Penas earning NEC 
Rookie of the Year honors. 
Egusquiza, Pisani, Penas and 
senior Lindsay Rajeski earned 
All-NEC First Team honors.

Senior Brianna Burns of 
the swimming and diving 
team was named the MAAC 
Swimmer of the Week for all 
competition in the first week 
of November.

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Wrestling head coach Gary Taylor, left, is presented the Frank N. 
Elliott award by President Mordechai Rozanski for his service.

to take on the 15th-ranked 
team in the nation and played 
well but came up a little short.
 In fact, the game became 
tied at 1-1 when junior Megan 
Pisani got a rebound off of 
a shot by sophomore Jackie 
Adams.
 Both teams had seven 
shots, including four shots on 
goal, with Rider goalkeeper 
Lotito making two saves. In 
addition, Egusquiza and Pisani 

each made two of Rider’s shots.
 Albany had taken a 1-0 
lead just nine minutes into the 
game on a rebound after a pen-
alty corner. Albany’s 2-1 lead 
came in the 42nd minute when 
Christina Patrick scored her 
team-high 13th goal.
 “We tried our hardest and 
came off the field knowing that 
we gave our all and it just 
was not meant to be, but next 
year we will go even further,” 
Schneider said.

of its starters graduate and its 
head coach leave for Iowa. That 
leaves the MAAC open to teams 
such as Iona and Saint Peter’s, 
who were picked to finish third 
and fourth, respectively. Both 
teams see core players returning 
from squads that made it to the 
MAAC quarterfinals last year.
 Robinson, who has used his 
experience from playing with 
the Great Britain national team 
over the summer to help his 
leadership, knows that everyone 
is focused on one thing this 
year.
 “This year is going to be 
our year,” he said. “All of the 
guys are focused on the one 
goal of winning the MAAC 

Championship. No one is inter-
ested in individual accolades 
because we know if we win 
those, things will fall into place. 
Winning would be the perfect 
way to finish my Rider career,” 
he said.
 Robinson and Ringgold, 
the team captains, hope to lead 
Rider to a victory tonight in 
the first game of the season 
against UMass at 7:30 p.m. 
before coming back to Alumni 
Gym on Sunday for the Broncs’ 
home opener against Lafayette 
at 4 p.m. 
 Rider only has two MAAC 
games before January, one at 
home against rival Siena on 
Nov. 26 before traveling to 
Manhattan on Dec. 2. After 
Jan. 3, the Broncs have 14 con-
ference games in a row.

m. BBall
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 The women’s basketball 
team opened its season with 
a thrilling 78-71 win in an 
exhibition game against West 
Chester on Sunday. 
 Ending last season with a 
4-26 record, the ladies plan 
on coming back this year with 
a vengeance, even though 
they were picked to finish in 
last place in the pre-season 
polls. 
 “This team is very different 
from last year’s team,” said head 
coach Lynn Milligan. “Our ros-
ter is different this year with 
four newcomers and Alyssa 
returning.” 
 The Broncs open their 
2010-2011 regular season 
schedule today at 5 p.m., as the 
team looks to start off on the 
right foot against Bucknell.
 Sophomore Alyssa Parsons 
missed the entire season last 
year because of an ACL injury. 
Parsons scored 15 points in 
the exhibition, including eight 

points to help win in overtime.
 This year’s team has a lot 
to offer to make Rider a leading 
competitor. 
 “We have great size this 
year with Caitlin Bopp and 
Sarah Homan leading the way,” 
Milligan said. “We have good 
leadership and our perimeter 
play is much improved.” 
 The Broncs are also very 
young, with no seniors on the 
roster. According to Milligan, 
the team is still struggling to 
find its identity and level of 
consistency. 
 “The team so far is looking 
very solid,” Milligan said. “The 
ladies are committed to be the 
best they can be.”
 Last season, the Broncs’ 
averaged only 52 points per 
game. Rider will be looking 
to improve that statistic this 
year along with upgrading its 
defense, which allowed about 
65 points per game last year. 
 However, its win against 
West Chester shows the women 
can put up well more than just 
52 points a game. 
 “We are working hard and 
becoming a better basketball 

team each and every day. Our 
desire to improve is evident,” 
Milligan said.
 Rider will have one of its 
biggest home games in recent 
history on Saturday, Dec. 11, 
when it welcomes the 13th 
ranked team in the country,  
Georgetown. Sophomore for-
ward Carleigh Brown and the 
rest of the team will go in with 
the mindset to win.
 “Playing any game, it’s up 
to both teams to show up and 
play their best,” said Brown. 
“With the team we have this 
year, if we come out strong and 
play hard, anything is possible.
Just like every other game, our 
plan is to win no matter what.”
 The Hoyas are a product 
of the Big East, one of the 
elite conferences in the nation. 
Georgetown was a five seed 
in the last season’s NCAA 
Tournament and advanced to 
the second round before falling 
to Baylor. 
  Despite a difficult season 
last year that was riddled with 
detrimental injuries and tough 
losses, the Broncs return this 
season with a new sense of 

inspiration and tenacity to be 
more successful. 
 After Rider’s matchup with 
Bucknell, the Broncs travel to 

University Park to take on Penn 
State at 2 p.m. 

Season kicks off this weekend at UMass

 After last year’s up and down season 
that featured a huge road win over a 
ranked team and a 3-6 start in confer-
ence play, the men’s basketball team 
enters this season ranked fifth in the 
MAAC pre-season standings.
 This was to be expected after losing 
a player of Ryan Thompson’s caliber to 
graduation, but that loss leaves openings 
for new players to step up, according to 
head coach Tommy Dempsey.
 “You are going to have players come 
and go,” he said. “The true test of your 
program is, can you withstand losing 
good players because this isn’t the NBA, 
where you can keep them for 10 years.”
 The Broncs go into their first game 
at Massachusetts tonight without a set 
starting rotation as Dempsey is still try-
ing to figure out who plays well together. 
 Rider will look to seniors Mike 
Ringgold and Justin Robinson, who 
both made the preseason Second Team 
All-MAAC, to lead a well-balanced 
group through a tough non-conference 
schedule and into conference play.
 “I’m excited to have this role; it’s 
what I’ve been waiting for,” Robinson 
said. “Mike and I are the two main lead-
ers and we are excited to get the season 
started.”
 After facing Kentucky, Virginia and 
Mississippi State last season, Dempsey 
wanted to challenge his players again by 
scheduling Pittsburgh, USC, TCU and 
UMass this year. 
 “We had the top out-of-conference 
strength of schedule in our league last 
year, and I think we’ll be in the mix 
again this year,” he said. “It’s a tough 
schedule but it’s what we decided to do 

to try and enhance the program.”
 The only other eligible seniors on 
the roster are guards Jhamar Youngblood 
and Pat Mansell, both of whom will be 
competing for a starting spot alongside 
Robinson. Youngblood is more of an 
energy player whose strength is getting 
to the hoop, while Mansell is a sharp-
shooter from three-point range. 
 Juniors Novar Gadson, who was 
selected to the pre-season Third Team 
All-MAAC, and Brandon Penn, who led 
the Broncs in scoring in their exhibition 

game last Saturday, will have to step up 
and help fill the space left by Thompson.
 “Novar is a real key because he can 
be one of the most dominant players 
in the conference,” Dempsey said. “We 
need to see more of those nights if we’re 
going to have a good year.”
 In Rider’s exhibition win over 
Division III opponent TCNJ on Sunday, 
Penn and freshman Anthony Myles led 
the team in scoring with 19 and 16 
points, respectively. Myles, along with 
freshmen Danny Stewart and Tommy 

Pereira are expected to contribute in 
their own ways throughout the season.
 “[The freshmen] are still picking 
up stuff like defensive rotations but 
they are doing well,” Robinson said. 
“Anthony’s been playing well and Danny 
has been giving us a big lift on defense 
and rebounding, and Tom is just a great 
shooter that can help us spread the 
floor.”
 Sophomore Jon Thompson, who is 
one of the best defenders on the team, 
will also be vying for more playing time 
after having a solid freshman campaign. 
Fellow sophomore Dera Nd-Ezuma 
played sparingly last year but his 6’10” 
frame could make him a valuable defen-
sive asset to Dempsey, an area of the 
game which he says he has focused a lot 
more on this year.
 “We have to use our defense to 
bail out our offense on certain nights,” 
Dempsey said. “We are built to be a 
good defensive team, but we have to 
create the mentality of being a defen-
sive team to the guys that haven’t been 
defenders in high school.”
 With six players — Ezuma, 
Ringgold, Gadson, Penn, Stewart and 
Myles —  standing at 6’5” or taller, the 
potential to be a great defensive team 
is there because Rider has the versatil-
ity to switch on picks and not have the 
matchup problems a lot of teams have, 
according to Dempsey.
 “Practices have been more con-
centrated on defense,” Robinson said. 
“Coach is holding guys more account-
able and it starts with me and Mike, and 
goes all the way down to the freshmen.”
 In order to win the MAAC, teams 
have to play well defensively. Fairfield 
was picked to finish first in confer-
ence over the defending champions and 
powerhouse, Siena, which saw three 

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Senior co-captain Justin Robinson hopes to help lead a balanced Rider team 
through a tough non-conference schedule and into MAAC play to the playoffs.

Uphill battle for women’s basketball starts tonight
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Hugh Tsung/Rider University

Sophomore Caitlin Bopp will be an inside presence this season 
as the Broncs look to rebound from last year’s struggles.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

See M. Bball, p. 10

By Charlie Filippazzo



 Rider’s women’s soccer team saw its season come 
to a close this past weekend as it fell to Canisius in the 
semifinals of the MAAC tournament. 
 Rider (9-8-2, 5-4 MAAC) held Canisius to just 
one shot on goal, but that one shot found the back of 
the net. Freshman Brianna Smith scored in the 28th 
minute on a cross from the outside left to give Canisius 
an early lead. Canisius (14-6, 7-2 MAAC) wouldn’t 
relinquish that lead and went on to win a nail-biter, 
1-0. The Broncs won four of their final five conference 
games to clinch the final playoff spot. 
 Rider outshot Canisius 9-5 in the first half but 
couldn’t score a goal. Rider continued to dominate pos-
session for most of the game and held Canisius to just 
three shots for the entire second half.  None of those 
shots in the second half was on target.
 “We played a great game and really dominated the 
match from start to finish,” said head coach Drayson 
Hounsome. “They had two good chances and scored 
off one of them. So, the result was very disappointing, 
given the way we controlled the game.”
 Rider outshot Canisius 16-8 for the game, includ-
ing a 6-1 advantage with shots on goal. Sophomore 
Abi Cottam and freshmen Jennifer Meier and Bridgette 
Bartkowski combined for 13 shots, including all six of 
the Broncs’ shots on goal. 
 “Our team played so well on Friday,” said 
Bartkowski. “We should have won the game but we 

just couldn’t pull through. Our team is so talented, all 
24 of us are good players and contribute our own style 
of the game.” 
 Cottam was named to the All-MAAC Second 
Team. She led the team with eight goals, 21 points, five 
game-winning goals, and was also tied for team high 
with five assists.
 Hounsome was recognized for his success by being 
named the MAAC Coach of the Year. 
 “It is rewarding to be recognized by the conference 
and an honor,” said Hounsome.  
 Hounsome led the Broncs to their first top-four 
finish in more than five years. Rider finished tied for 
fourth in the conference after being picked to finish 
ninth out of 10 teams in the preseason. 
 Meier, Bartkowski and fellow freshman Becca 
Kape were named to the MAAC All-Rookie team. 
Combined, the three freshmen started nearly every 
game and were all big contributors to the team. Meier 
was second on the team with six goals and 15 points. 
 “I was very pleased that the conference recognized 
the hard work and time that I had put in,” said Meier. 
“It’s great for the team as a whole for three players to 
be named to the all-rookie team.”
 Cottam and 10 others were named to the MAAC 
All-Academic team for their high grade point averages. 
 “We’re graduating a group of very strong leaders so 
replacing them will be vital to next year’s success,” said 
Hounsome. “The goal is to take the program into the 
NCAA tournament so the expectations for the future 
are high.”
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 The Rider field hockey 
team continued its reign of 
dominance last Friday when it 
clinched its spot in the NEC 
Championship  game for the 
ninth time with a 4-2 win over 
Quinnipiac. A slick shot was 
scored Saturday when the wom-
en beat out Monmouth 1-0 for 
the NEC Championship title, 
leading them to the NCAA 
play-in game on Tuesday. But it 
was Albany’s time to shine that 
afternoon when it ended Rider’s 
13-game winning streak with a 
2-1 victory.
 On Friday, it all started 
with a backhand shot off a pass 
from sophomore Sandra Penas 
assisted by sophomore Marlaine 
Schneider to put Rider on the 
board early on in the game 
against Quinnipiac (8-10, 4-3 
NEC). Senior Lindsey Rajeski 
continued moments later in 
the 19th minute, scoring off a 
corner play assisted by junior 
Virginia Egusquiza and fresh-
man Alicia Govannicci. 

 
 
 
 
 By halftime, Rider had 
stayed strong by ending the 
first frame leading 2-1 after 
Quinnipiac stole a goal to cut 
the deficit. 
 “We knew going into the 
semifinal round that we were 
going to have to be at the top of 
our game in order to succeed,” 
said head coach Lori Hussong. 
“Our team played with spirit 
and intensity the entire game 
and left nothing on the field.”
 The Broncs came out in 
the second half and only let the 
Bobcats score once more. With 

14 minutes left, Egusquiza 
scored her 11th goal of the 
season as she converted on a 
penalty stroke, rounding out 
the scoring. Junior goalkeeper 
Rebecca Lotito won her 12th 
start in a row with two saves. 
 “The win was hard fought 
and well deserved,” Hussong 
said. “Our captains did an out-
standing job of motivating our 
team to come out on fire.”
 Against Monmouth (15-5, 
6-1 NEC) on Saturday after-
noon, the winning goal came 
when Govannicci scored on a 
rebound with 3:01 remaining 

in the second half to end the 
scoreless tie and give Rider the 
NEC Championship game. 
The goal, assisted by Egusquiza, 
was Govannicci’s seventh of the 
season.
 Lotito recorded her seventh 
shutout as goalie with three 
saves.
 “The experience of win-
ning the NEC championship 
was one of the most amazing 
feelings because we deserved it 
100 percent and got to share 
it with such a great group of 
girls,” said Schneider.
 Rider ended up out-shoot-

ing Monmouth 16-4 and held a 
15-5 penalty corner advantage. 
 “We are so proud of each 
and every member on this team 
and happy that all of their hard 
work has paid off,” Hussong 
said.
 This became Rider’s fourth 
NEC Championship, having 
won in 2000, 2002 and 2004. 
In addition, the Broncs won the 
NEC regular season title for the 
second year in a row, going 7-0 
in conference play.
 The Broncs went to Albany 

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Sophomore Abi Cottam had three of Rider’s 16 shots 
in its 1-0 loss to Canisius in the MAAC playoffs.

Defeat of Champions
Rider wins 
NEC; falls 
in NCAA 
matchup

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

The field hockey team rushes freshman Alicia Govannicci after her game-winning goal against Monmouth to clinch the NEC 
Championship at home. Rider advanced to the NCAA play-in game but fell to Albany on Tuesday, ending its season at 16-4 overall.

Memorable season ends in first round
See Champions, p. 10

By Kim Leder

By Corey Donetz

WOMEN’S SOCCER

FIELD HOCKEY
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