
 As the esteemed Kermit the 
Frog once said, “It’s not easy 
being green.” However, Rider 
is making progress in its sus-
tainability efforts, according to 
Amanda Pinto, graduate assis-
tant for sustainability.
 In its second year of par-
ticipation, Rider earned a B- on 
the 2011 Green Report Card, 
an increase of two steps from 
last year’s C. 
 “It’s a slow and steady pro-
cess,” Pinto said. “We’re lucky 
to have a sustainability coordi-
nator; most schools don’t have 
one at all, and if they do have 
one, it’s a volunteer group.”
 Other schools in New 
Jersey that participated include 
Princeton (A-), Rutgers-New 
Brunswick (B), Seton Hall 
University (B-) and Rowan 
University (D+)

 The Sustainable 
Endowment Institute issues 
the grades. Participating col-
leges and universities across the 
country were judged on nine 
different categories including 
Administration, which “exam-
ines sustainability policies and 
commitments by school admin-
istrators and trustees,” Student 
Involvement, which looks at 
student participation in sustain-
ability initiatives and support 
for these activities by school 
administrators” and Food and 
Recycling, which “evaluates 
dining services policies, includ-
ing recycling and composting 
programs.”
 According to Rebecca 
Caine, a senior research fel-
low at the institute, the data 
for the report card is collected 
through four different surveys. 
The grades are based on a rank-
ing system, which puts schools 

 Over the past two months, 
Rider has received almost 250 
notices from the Recording 
Industry Association of 
America (RIAA) about illegal 
music distribution taking place 
on the University’s network 
on both the Lawrenceville and 
Westminster campuses.
 The number of notices is 
a drastic increase from the one 
or two dozen the University 
received throughout the 2009-
2010 academic year, asccord-
ing to Tim Fairlie, director 
of networks/communication 
for the Office of Information 
Technology,. The RIAA rep-
resents companies that create, 
manufacture and distribute 
about 85 percent of the music 
sold in the United States.
 “It just might be that they 
have a new system in place 
that’s more efficient; I really 

don’t know,” he said.
 Fairlie said that many uni-

versities are in similar situa-
tions regarding the number 
of notices. 

“That’s not unique 
to Rider, that’s every-
where,” Fairlie said. 
“People in 
my posi-
tion at 
other uni-
versities are 
also getting 
slammed with 
this. It’s a major 
campaign by the 
RIAA.”
 The let-
ters  inform 
the University 
that users on 
its network 
were detect-
ed “repro-
ducing or 
dis tr ibut-

ing an unauthorized copy of a 
copyrighted sound recording.”

 While the let-
ters are not 

a notice of a lawsuit, they warn 
that “to avoid legal consequenc-
es, a college user should imme-
diately delete and disable access 
to the unauthorized music on 
your computer.”
 Though representatives 
for the RIAA could not be 

reached for com-
ment, a fact 
sheet directed at 
students on the 
organization’s 
website states 
the letters are 
mostly intended 
to educate the 
recipient about 
illegal music 
sharing. No 
penalty is speci-

fied should an 
indiv idual 

or uni-
versity 
fail to 
c o m -

ply. 
 Specifically, the notice 
states, “This constitutes notice 
to you that this user may be 
liable for infringing activity 
occurring on your network.”
 The letters go on to explain 
that sharing copyrighted mate-
rial on peer-to-peer networks is 
an easily detectable activity and 
that doing so was affirmed as 
illegal by a 2005 U.S. Supreme 
Court decision.
 A peer-to-peer network, 
also known as a P2P network, 
is one where a user downloads, 
or receives, a program or file in 
pieces from other users instead 
of one central location. The file 
can be put back together by a 
program such as BitTorrent as 
one complete file. This allows 
for faster downloads, as a com-
puter can simultaneously down-
load multiple pieces of a file.
 At the same time, the com-
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The College Sustainability Report Card gives out grades to encourage competition among schools. 
It is important to remember that schools like Princeton have more money to spend than Rider.
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 Justice John E. Wallace Jr., 
former associate justice of the 
New Jersey Supreme Court, 
discussed New Jersey’s mark on 
the history of the United States 
Supreme Court at an award 
ceremony held on Thursday, 
Oct. 28.
 Wallace was invited to 
Rider to receive the 2010 
Rider University Law and 
Justice Program’s Distinguished 
Contribution Award. He dis-
cussed the presence of Supreme 
Court Justices from the state of 
New Jersey: William J. Brennan 
Jr., Antonin Scalia and Samuel 
Alito Jr., as well as his own 
career as a New Jersey Supreme 
Court Justice. Wallace said he 
was thrilled to receive such a 
distinguished award. 
 “Thank you for this award; 
it’s a very special one to me. It’s 
a pleasure to stand here before 
you,” he said. “Your comments 
today were very gracious and I 
thank you so much for them. 
It’s truly an honor for me.” 
 Born in Pitman, N.J., 
Wallace earned a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of 
Delaware in 1964. He complet-
ed his law degree at the presti-
gious Harvard Law School in 
1967. Following law school, 
he enlisted in the United States 
Army for two years where he 
reached the rank of captain. 
 Wallace described the his-

tory of Supreme Court Justices 
after receiving his award. 
 “It is surprising, however, 
that if you look at the United 
States Constitution that there 
are no particular requirements 
for judges as far as educa-
tional background,” he said. 
“Moreover, unlike the Executive 
and Legislative branches, there 
are no age requirements for 
judges. Nevertheless, it is not 
surprising that to date every 
person who has been appointed 
to the United States Supreme 
Court has been an attorney.” 
 The discussion concentrat-
ed on Supreme Court Justices 
Brennan, from Newark,  Scalia, 
from Trenton,  and Alito, also 
of Trenton.
 Brennan served under 
Eisenhower’s administra-
tion. He was a modest man, a 
self-proclaimed “mule in the 
Kentucky Derby.”
 “He did not intend to dis-
tinguish himself but benefit 
himself by his associations,” 
Wallace explained. 
 Antonin Scalia Jr. had a 
“growing reputation as one of 
the most intellectually gifted 
and conservative judges” lead-
ing up to his nomination to the 
Supreme Court in 1986.
 “Scalia emerged as the lead-
er of the court’s originalist fac-
tion which generally holds that 
meaning of the Constitution 
is limited to the literal words 
inscribed by its Framers,” 

Security BriefS

Caught read-handed

 A male student was 
caught trying to sell a text-
book that he found in 
Memorial Hall back to the 
bookstore last week. 
 On Wednesday morn-
ing, Oct. 27, a female student 
reported that her textbook 
was missing. A male staff 
member at the bookstore 
took down her information 
and said he would keep an 
eye out for it. Around 3:30 
p.m., a male student came 
into the store and attempted 
to sell the book.
 The staff member said he 
would need to research the 
cost of the book, and asked if 
the student could come back 
the next day.
 On Thursday, Oct. 28, at 
8:23 a.m., the male student 
returned while Public Safety 
was at the bookstore getting 
information. Officers asked 
the student to come to Public 
Safety and he complied. 
 The student has been 
charged with misappropria-
tion of property. 

Urine trouble

 A male resident student 
denied urinating in public 
despite being caught in the 
act last weekend. 
 On Sunday, Oct. 31, at 
2 a.m., while exiting Lincoln 
Hall, Public Safety observed 
a male, later identified as a 
resident student, urinating 
next to a bush.
 The student was 
departing as Public Safety 
approached. They called for 
him to come back, and he 
did while securing his pants. 
 Public Safety asked him 
why he urinated in public, 
and the student replied that 
he had not. 
 The student has been 
charged with indecent con-
duct. 

Rider-gate

 Mischief night was tech-
nically over when it hap-
pened, but a gate arm was 
stolen from the West Village 
B parking lot.
 On Sunday, Oct. 31, at 
2:53 a.m., Public Safety was 
notified that the gate arm 
had been taken. 
 A search failed to turn 
up the gate arm or a possible 
suspect. 
 The investigation is 
ongoing. Anyone with infor-
mation should contact Public 
Safety at x. 5029. 

Information provided by Director 
of Rider’s Department of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver.
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Family
Weekend

Friday, Nov. 5
Westminster Schola 
Cantorum Open Rehearsal,
11:30 a.m., Bristol Chapel

Rider University Chorale 
Open Rehearsal, 11:30 a.m., 
Gill Chapel

Cranberry King and Queen 
Competition, 7 p.m., 
Cavalla Room

Bronc Bingo, 9 p.m., Daly’s

Saturday, Nov. 6
Family Welcome 
Continental Breakfast, 8:30 
a.m., Cranberry’s or Thayer 
Lounge

Rider and Westminster 
Legacy Family Breakfast, 
9 a.m., Mercer Room, Daly’s

Bronc Band Performance, 
10 a.m., outside BLC

Founder’s Day Program, 
11 a.m., SRC

Family Weekend Luncheon,
11:30 a.m., Cavalla Room

Fun for the Little Broncs, 
11:30 a.m., outside Ciambelli 
Hall

Rider University Chorale 
Performance, 2 p.m., 
Gill Chapel

Faculty/Student Showcase,
3 p.m., Bristol Chapel

Westminster Chapel Choir 
Concert, 7:30 p.m., 
Princeton High School, 
No tickets are required.

Striking 12 Scenes, Open 
tech rehearsal directed by 
Trent Blanton, 7:30 p.m., 
Yvonne Theater 

Sunday, Nov. 7
Rider Ultimate Frisbee 
Alumni Game and Reception,
11 a.m., Daly Intramural Field

Compiled by Emily Landgraf
To list your event, e-mail
ridernews@rider.edu

The
Rider News

Be sure to check theridernews.com 
for our weekly blogs on everything 
from sports to photography to life as a 
freshman.

Former N.J. justice
recognized for service
By Rachel Stengel 
and Katie Zeck

See Wallace, p. 4

Rider students, wearing their Halloween finest, gathered in the Cavalla Room in the BLC to bust a move this past Sunday night. 
Students came dressed as pirates, witches, Avatar aliens and even Jersey Shore cast members, among other things. The event 
was sponsored by the Student Government Association and included free food, a live DJ and various prizes for the best costumes. 

Photos by Rachel Gouk/The Rider News



puter uploads or distributes the 
parts of the file it has already 
downloaded to allow other 
users on the network to down-
load them, a process known as 
“seeding.” This process, accord-
ing to Fairlie, is how many P2P 
users get caught.

“Where these people get 
you is that, with most of these 
programs, as soon as you down-
load it, you become a seed,” 
he said. “So that’s where we 
get these [letters]. They try to 
download the song off of you. 
The letter is actually for unau-
thorized distribution. So they’re 
not getting you for download-
ing it, they’re getting you for 
uploading it.”
 After receiving the letter, 
the school is legally bound to 
act on it and forward the let-
ter to the student responsible. 
The student is identified by 
information included with the 
letter, such as the name of the 
uploaded file, the date and time 
that it was found, and the IP 
address from which the file was 
uploaded. An IP address is a 
unique code that a computer 
uses to connect to the Internet.
 “I’m required to act, so 
basically what we have to do 
is go in and trace down who 
that is and pass the letter on 
with a note saying ‘you’ve got 
to knock this off and reply back 
to me telling me that you’ve 
[stopped],’” Fairlie said. “That’s 
usually good enough. It’s a scary 
letter, and if you know of their 
successes in the past, it can be 
even scarier.”
 Fairlie was referring to a 
string of cases in which the 
RIAA successfully sued for large 
fines over illegal music sharing. 
 In 2007, for instance, one 
such case required a woman to 
pay $9,250 for each of the 24 

songs she was sued over, for a 
total $222,000.
 Sophomore Chris Homoky 
feels that such a negative reac-
tion to music sharing is uncalled 
for, especially in light of many 
recording artists’ attitudes on 
the matter.
 “A lot of artists are now just 
putting their music on things 
like Limewire right away. They 
aren’t even going through a 
record company,” he said. “It’s 
just promotion for tours.”
 Sophomore Matt Schirripa 
agrees.
 “I think that music sharing 
should be allowed considering 
the musicians who write the 
music are OK with it most of 
the time,” he said.
 Schirripa also believes that 
music sharing is so widespread 
that the industry should just 
accept it.
 “A majority of the popu-
lation shares music,” he said. 
“You’re not going to stop that 
many people.”
 The letters also make an 
effort to educate people about 
the issues surrounding music 
sharing and try to help them 
find legal alternatives by point-
ing them to two websites — 
www.campusdownloading.com 

and www.musicunited.org. 
 These sites explain that 
there are many legal ways to 
listen to music such as iTunes, 
Pandora and YouTube, among 
others. Rider used to offer an 
alternative to its students with a 
service known as Ruckus.
 “Ruckus was a service 
where  you could download 
music for free, and they had 
a license to a large library of 
music,” Fairlie said. “They put 
a server on our campus and you 
were able to download music 
faster. It was tethered music, so 
you could only play it on your 
computer, and you would pay 
if you wanted to burn it onto 
your iPod.”
 Fairlie said the service was 
working fine until it shut down 
for no apparent reason.
 “[Ruckus] literally disap-
peared,” he said. “They stopped 
taking phone calls, the service 
stopped working. They went 
bankrupt and they just fell off 
the face of the earth.”
 As for the legality of music 
sharing, there is not one uni-
versal viewpoint. On the side 
of stricter regulation, the RIAA 
takes a firm stand.
 “Plain and simple: piracy is 
bad news,” says the RIAA web-

site. “While the term is com-
monly used, piracy doesn’t even 
begin to describe what is taking 
place. When you go online and 
download songs without per-
mission, you are stealing. The 
illegal downloading of music 
is just as wrong as shoplifting 
from a local convenience store 
— and the impact on those 
who create music and bring it 
to fans is equally devastating.”
 The website cites a study 
by the Institute for Policy 
Innovation (IFPI), which found 
that music piracy leads to $12.5 
billion in losses and 71,060 
U.S. jobs lost. This translated 
to $2.7 billion lost in employee 
wages and $422 million in tax 
revenue.
 The organization’s official 
stance on piracy is that it is 
inexcusable because of the clar-
ity of the law on the issue and 
the ease of legally acquiring 
music online.
 “According to the IFPI, 
there are now more than 10 
million licensed tracks available 
on more than 400 different 
services worldwide,” says the 
website.
 On the other end of the 
spectrum stand groups like the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation 

(EFF), which believes the RIAA 
is wrong in the way it pursues 
piracy cases. The EFF’s website 
describes the organization’s phi-
losophy about P2P networks.
 “The irrational war against 
P2P by misguided content 
owners and their representatives 
is not generating a single penny 
for artists,” the website says. “In 
fact, despite lawsuits and other 
attempts to stymie P2P provid-
ers and thousands of music and 
movie fans, file sharing is more 
popular than ever.”
 In place of the RIAA’s harsh 
stance on music sharing, the 
EFF believes that a radically 
different approach is necessary, 
specifically an approach called 
voluntary collective licensing. 
The organization’s website 
explains what this means.
 “The concept is simple: the 
music industry forms several 
collecting societies, which then 
offer file-sharing music fans 
the opportunity to ‘get legit’ 
in exchange for a reasonable 
regular payment, say a total of 
$5-10 per month,” the website 
says. “So long as they pay, the 
fans are free to keep doing what 
they are going to do anyway — 
share the music they love using 
whatever software they like on 
whatever computer platform 
they prefer — without fear of 
lawsuits. The money collected 
gets divided among rights-hold-
ers based on the popularity of 
their music.”
 EFF argues that this would 
be functionally similar to the 
way radio stations acquire the 
rights to play music. Stations 
that wish to play music pay a 
licensing fee to an organization 
of songwriters and copyright 
holders known as American 
Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers. This money 
gets divided amongst the mem-
bers of the organization, which 
account for the vast majority of 
songwriters and copyright hold-
ers active in the industry. In 
return, stations can play music 
without fear of being sued for 
copyright infringement.
 The EFF estimates that 
even if the 60 million Americans 
who illegally share music paid a 
few dollars every month for a 
similar system, it would gen-
erate more than $3 billion in 
revenue, a substantial amount, 
especially when compared to 
the estimated $9 billion in rev-
enue the industry makes today.
 “And this should be a high-
ly profitable revenue source — 
no CDs to ship, no online 
retailers to cut in on the deal, 
no payola to radio conglomer-
ates, no percentage to Apple or 
anyone else,” says the website. 
“Best of all, it’s an evergreen 
revenue stream — money that 
just keeps coming, during good 
times and bad, so long as fans 
want digital music online.”
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Excellence Defined. 
www.daarstoc.org 

 

DAARSTOC 
Rider’s elite executive skill-building organization 
 

Members learn: 
• Interviewing 
• Problem Solving 
• Conflict Resolution 
• Interpersonal Communication 
• Stand-up Speaking 
• Stress Management 
• Feedback Skills 
 
Who can apply: 
Any Rider student who has 
completed one full semester 
(first-semester freshmen cannot 
apply until the spring), and has 
at least two semesters left at 
Rider.   
 

 

 
How to Apply: 
You can obtain an application 
from our website 
(daarstoc.org), the College of 
Business Administration 
Dean’s Office (Sweigart Hall, 
2nd floor), or a current 
member. Submit completed 
applications to the CBA 
Dean’s Office or to 
Dr.Kutcher’s office (SWG 
240) no later than 5pm 
Monday, November 8. 
Interviews will be held on 
Saturday, November 20.  

 
 

For more information, contact schustert@rider.edu 
or visit www.daarstoc.org 

 

Uploads
Continued from p. 1

This notice on Limewire.com informs visitors that a court-ordered injunction has halted its file 
sharing functionality. The injunction was issued Oct. 26 as the result of an RIAA lawsuit.

Limewire.com



Wallace said. 
 Alito replaced Sandra Day 
O’Connor on the Supreme 
Court bench. 
 “He earned a reputation as 
a young, less abrasive version 
of Justice Scalia, an identity his 
opponents have tried to per-
petuate by imposing the name 
of ‘Scalito,’” stated Wallace. 
 Wallace’s impressive résumé 
aided his New Jersey Supreme 
Court nomination. He formed 
a partnership in the Atkinson, 
Myers, Archie & Wallace law 
firm and served as the munici-
pal judge for Washington 
Township in Gloucester 
County. He was also an associ-
ate at the Philadelphia law firm 
of Montgomery, McCracken, 
Walker & Rhodes, and acted as 
an attorney for the Trustees of 
the Penn Central Transportation 
Co. He is a member of numer-

ous bar associations including 
the Gloucester and Camden 
County Bar Associations, the 
American Bar Association, 
the National Bar Association, 
the New Jersey State Bar 
Association and the Garden 
State Bar Association. 
 Wallace served on many 
committees and special task 
forces throughout his career, 
including the New Jersey Ethics 
Commission and the Appellate 
Division Rules Committee. 
He was also the Chairman of 
the Supreme Court Ad Hoc 
Committee on Admissions.
 Wallace was appointed to 
the New Jersey Superior Court 
in 1984. He was subsequent-
ly appointed to the Appellate 
Division in 1992. On April 12, 
2003, Wallace was nominated 
by Gov. James E. McGreevey 
to serve a seven-year term on 
the New Jersey Supreme Court. 
He became the second African 
American man to achieve such 
a distinct honor. 
 

 The 2010 Rider University 
Law and Justice Program’s 
Distinguished Contribution 
Award joins the long list of 
accolades obtained by Wallace. 
Such honors include the Orient 
of New Jersey Dedicated 
Service Award from the Valley 
of Camden, the Washington 
Township Board of Education 
Appreciation Award and the 
Van J. Clinton award from the 
Garden State Bar Association. 
 Wallace’s career on the New 
Jersey Supreme Court came to 
an end with the election of Gov. 
Chris Christie. The Republican 
governor chose not to renomi-
nate the Democratic Wallace 
whose seven-year term was 
nearly expired. The decision 
was wracked with controversy; 
Wallace was the first justice to 
be denied tenure. 
 

in order according to their green efforts. 
 “We take into account student body 
size, administration size, building space, 
endowment and where a school is in 
relation to every other school,” Caine 
said. 
 Rider’s grades in several categories 
jumped significantly. The University 
went from a C in Student Involvement 
in the 2010 report card to an A in 2011.
 Junior Amanda Taibe, a transfer stu-
dent, is new to the Green Report Card 
and pleased with Rider’s grade. 
 “I think it’s great,” she said. “I’m 
really into that kind of stuff, so I’m glad 
I’m at a university where a green envi-
ronment matters.” 
 The jump in the Student 
Involvement category can be attrib-
uted to the Eco-Reps on both the 
Lawrenceville and Westminster cam-
puses. 
 On the Lawrenceville campus, the 
Eco-Reps have inspired several signifi-
cant changes. A sustainability minor is 
in the works and sustainability is now an 
important focus in freshman seminars. 
Energy meters have also been installed 
in all residence halls and Rider’s food 
waste is now turned into organic com-
post.
 Westminster’s Eco-Reps have also 
been hard at work. They created an 
energy information table for their cam-
pus and have been encouraging students 
to become more green. 
 According to Pinto, the increase in 
student involvement in green efforts on 
campus is significant. 
 “It’s great that we’re having such an 
impact,” she said. “That means we’re 
doing our job because our number one 
job is to get awareness out there.”
 Rider also went from a D in Green 
Building in 2010 to a B in 2011, 
due largely to the completion of West 
Village. 
 Junior Keith Warncke lives in West 
Village this year, and is appreciative of 

his room’s energy efficiency.
 “I really like the room, not only 
because it’s huge compared to a regular 
dorm, but because it’s energy efficient,” 
he said. “My roommate and I have our 
own washing machine and dryer and 
they’re great. It takes longer to get clean 
clothes, but I think it’s worth it.”
 According to Pinto, West Village 
will soon be joined by another LEED-
certified building on campus.
 “West Village has silver LEED cer-
tification,” Pinto said. Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental (LEED) cer-
tification is an internationally recognized 
system that certifies that a building was 
constructed using strategies to improve 
energy consumption, water efficiency 
and carbon dioxide emissions, among 
other things. 
 “The new academic building will 
be at least silver, but we’re going for 
gold or platinum,” Pinto said. When 
undergoing the certification process 
there are 100 base points, six points for 
Innovation in Design and four points 
for Regional Priority that a building 
can earn. To attain gold LEED certifica-
tion, a building must accumulate 60-79 
points and 80 or more for platinum 
LEED certification. 
 Pinto hopes that the addition of 
another LEED-certified building on 
campus will help the university to earn a 
better grade on the report card next year. 
 The new academic building is not 
the only thing that Rider is looking into 
to improve its standing. 
 “For transportation, we are look-
ing into a bike share program,” Pinto 

said. “We’re going to try it on the 
[Westminster] campus first because 
they’re in a prime location.”
 If the program were to be adopted, 
students would pay a small fee per 
semester and have unlimited access to 
green transportation: bikes. 
 According to Sustainability 
Coordination Manager Melissa 
Greenberg, Rider is currently looking 
into installing solar panels. 
 “We’ve done a lot of work to initi-
ate a solar project with PSE&G (Public 
Service Electric and Gas Company) 
to initiate a solar project on the 
Lawrenceville campus,” she said.
 Greenberg said that the contracts for 
the project are currently under review. If 
the project goes through, it should be 
completed by the end of the 2011 cal-
endar year.  
 Rider has also finished its Carbon 
Neutrality Plan, a required commitment 
for schools whose presidents have signed 
the Presidents’ Climate Commitment. 
Rider plans to be carbon neutral by 2050, 
which counts toward the Administration 
portion of the grade. 
 Unfortunately, some of the grades 
Rider receives in certain categories 
severely affect the grade, Greenberg said.
 “The one section that really brings 
the grade down is endowment,” she 
said. “There’s no transparency with it. 
They don’t release the information to 
anybody, so it causes a really low score 
for that section.” 
 According to Greenberg, the fact 
that Rider does not have specific funds 
set up for sustainability projects also 

hurts the university on the Green Report 
Card.
 “We need to set up a fund where 
donors can earmark money for sustain-
ability projects,” she said.
 However, Greenberg is hopeful that 
Rider students can make the university a 
more environmentally friendly place. 
 “There’s been a noticeable change in 
student involvement since I got here,” 
she said. “For this year, we had 50 appli-
cations for Eco-Reps and there are only 
10 spots for both campuses. Sustainable 
Rider, which is the student volunteer 
group, has also been more active.”
 Greenberg thinks that students 
should be on the lookout for all of the 
information those involved with sustain-
ability put out. 
 “Join the Facebook groups that the 
Eco-Reps on both campuses do,” she 
said. “There’s so much information we’re 
putting out there, and I really hope stu-
dents will go looking for it. There are so 
many things that students can do. The 
more students get involved, the better.”
 Rider was also named one of The 
Princeton Review’s 286 Green Colleges.
 “Recognition like this was a great 
achievement,” Pinto said. 
 Pinto encouraged Rider students 
to be more conscious about their habits 
and to realize that going green doesn’t 
mean “living by candlelight.”
 “It’s just small steps,” she said. 
“[Students] just have to realize you’re 
one person, but one person can make 
change. Slight changes make a differ-
ence.”
 Caine was impressed by Rider’s 
efforts and believes that continued sup-
port for sustainability will make a big 
difference. 
 “I think [Rider] can definitely raise 
[its] grade another two steps or more 
next year,” she said.
 Greenberg wants students to be 
proud of the gains Rider has made in the 
field of sustainability and going green.
 “We’ve got a long way to go, but 
we’ve come a long way,” she said.
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Green
Continued from p. 1 ‘We’ve got a long way to go, but 

we’ve come a long way.’

-Melissa Greenberg, 
Sustainability Coordination Manager

Wallace
Continued from p. 2

Dr. James Castagnera presents the Law and Justice Program’s 
Distinguished Contribution Award to Justice John E. Wallace. 

Peter G. Borg/Rider University
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Students create businesses to earn $$

 As students, it’s impera-
tive to find ways to support 
your lifestyle. Some students 
find jobs on or off campus, 
but 10 percent of students in 
the business school who are 
entrepreneurial studies majors 
have decided to create their 
own businesses, according to 
Dr. Ron Cook, entrepreneurial 
studies chair.
 “We’ve had a fair amount 
of success in our student entre-
preneur program,” Cook said. 
“It was a specialization under 
general business and it became 
a major in 2006. Subsequently, 
it went from 30 people taking 
the focus to about 100 now.”
 Cook explained the rea-
soning behind the increase of 
students in the entreprenurial 
studies program.
 “I think the economy has 
something strongly to do with 
it. The bad news is that we’re in 
a recession, but the good news is 
you’ve reduced the opportunity 
cost to get involved in your own 
business,” Cook said. “Most of 
entrepreneurship in this coun-
try is what we call ‘opportu-
nity-based,’ which is that you 
have a choice, and your choice 
is to pursue this because the 
opportunity is there, compared 
to doing something else. The 
opportunity cost is taking that 
risk.”

E-Commerce
 Paul Tye, an entrepreneur-
ial studies major, has started his 
own business to help aggres-
sive drivers lower their high car 
insurance prices. 
 Tye works in the automo-
tive insurance industry and is 
a junior at Rider. The idea of 
creating his own business came 
to him over the summer and he 
has been diligently working to 
create E-Commerce since then.
 E-Commerce is an online 
defensive driving course that 
can be taken by anyone who 
wants to improve his or her 
driving or reduce premiums.
 While Tye is the creator 
and president, he has invested 
in some help from a website 
development company and sev-
eral Ivy League students.
 “Basically, anyone who is 
a bad driver has to take the 
course and it’s already validated 
by the state of New Jersey, so 
if they pass the course they get 
two points reduced from their 
license,” Tye said.
 The need arises from cus-
tomers needing to take driving 
courses, but complaining that 

they don’t have the time. To 
accommodate these people, Tye 
decided to create a six-hour 
online course. 
 “All they have to do is take 
this course online and then 
they’ll get an insurance reduc-
tion on their premium for three 
years.” 
 The course teaches driv-
ers the basic New Jersey driv-
ing laws and offers techniques 
on how to prevent accidents. 
Those who pass the course can 
get a 5-10 percent discount on 
their premiums. 
 E-Commerce is solely an 
online business, which makes 
things a bit easier to manage.
 “The reason I launched the 
E-Commerce website is because 
of less overhead,” Tye said. “The 
thing that’s great about [it] is 
the self-efficiency.” 
 For Tye, starting the com-
pany was simple.
 “I just went ahead and took 
the courses I needed to become 
a driving instructor,” he said.
 After attempting two 
unsuccessful business ideas, the 
recent Rider transfer came to 
the school for the entrepre-
neurial studies program to give 
himself the knowledge needed 
to own and run a company.
 According to Tye, if you 
put yourself out there, success 
will come eventually.
 “If you want to own your 
own company, why be in 
accounting? Go into what gets 
you to be your own boss.”

Self-employed artist
 Ashley Firstbrook is a 
junior history major who also 
finds time to create art.
 Firstbrook draws for fun 
but also makes a small income 
from commission from some of 
her artwork.
 When a piece is ordered 
by someone, an artist, writer or 
other individual produces it for 
a set fee. Upon the completion 
of the work, it becomes the 
property of the owner.
 Her current clients are her 
friends and schoolmates. Her 
business venture came from 
her first client, friend Drew 
Templeton, who Firstbrook 
credits as being the one who 
suggested that she take up com-
missions. Templeton expressed 
that she merely offered to pay 
for the work.
 “Drew recommended I 
stop giving stuff away for free,” 
Firstbrook said.
 Firstbrook decided to start 
selling art to make some extra 
money, but is aware that her 
clients are students and young 
adults who don’t have unlim-
ited incomes. This is reflected 

in the amounts she charges. 
 “Twenty dollars is the max-
imum charge,” Firstbrook said.
 The fee seems cheap com-
pared to the quality. 
 “She draws beautifully and 
I really want to commission 
her myself sometime,” said 
sophomore Jennifer Fanders, 
Firstbrook’s roommate. “She 
has very little free time because 
of her hectic schedule, so she 
gets very few chances to work 
on her art.”
 Firstbrook also mentioned 
she is crunched for time. She 
was originally a marine science 
major and had the challenge 
of balancing her commissions 
with her lab work, but has now 
declared her history major.
 Cook explained that new 
business ventures have lifestyle 
costs in addition to financial 
ones. Therefore, Firstbrook’s 
feeling of being pressed for time 
is understandable.
 She is new to taking com-
missions and her only invest-
ments into her new venture are 
a pack of computer paper, a tin 
of Prismacolor colored pencils, 
mechanical pencils and a gel 
pen. Firstbrook also has experi-
ence with this, having previous-
ly worked at Clark’s Hallmark, 
designing custom invitations 
for a variety of events.   
 
Plutomic Hosting
 People hear of website serv-
ers all the time. However, many 
do not know what it takes for a 
website to be accessible and the 
details that go into launching it.
 Andrew Westfall, a junior 
entrepreneurial studies and 
computer information systems 
double major, knows what it 
takes and aspires to help others 
be web-accessible.
 Five years ago, Westfall and 
his friend Ben Chiappetta, who 
attends Thomas Edison State 
College, channeled their com-
bined interests in computers 
into a profitable business. Their 
idea has lead to their new com-

pany, Plutomic Hosting.
 The company’s main func-
tion is providing the hardware 
and software that makes it 
possible for a website to be 
online. This includes providing 
a domain name, helping the 
website function and other vari-
ous types of hosting that may 
be required. The business offers 
specific packages depending on 
how busy the owners of the site 
intend for it to be.
 Their business isn’t a brick-
and-mortar business, but rath-
er a virtual office, where all 
interaction with clients occurs 
through their business website.
 “I enjoy working in my 
own business,” Westfall said. 
“Although there are not any 
defined office hours, we do 
operate two separate offices 
where we monitor our hard-
ware and network 24/7.”

 Westfall and Chiappetta  
operate the majority of business 
from their homes, but the bulk 
of the hardware that they use is 
located in an office in Central 
City Philadelphia.
 Westfall and Chiappetta are 
the sole employees of the com-
pany. When needed, however, 
they bring in outside agents — 
consultants or computer engi-
neers — to help them with any 
issues that arise.
 The company is successful 
with numerous state universi-
ties and local businesses when 
they’re in need of a website host 
provider. However, at the pres-
ent time, no one at Rider uses 
Westfall’s services.
 After college, Westfall plans 
to use his knowledge to con-
tinue the business and hope-
fully expand to a point where it 
becomes extremely profitable.

Helen Mannion/The Rider News

Junior Paul Tye works on his instructional driving website E-Commerce at Starbucks.

By Katherine Johnson
Cathleen Leitch and
Jess Scanlon

www.plutomic.com

Center: Junior Ashley Firstbrook begins a sketch of a girl with 
more of her artwork surrounding her. Bottom: Plutomic, a web-
site intended to help others design their own webpages, was 
created by junior Andrew Westfall and friend Ben Chiappetta.

Heather Fiore/The Rider News



Cribs: Decked out dorms at Rider

Courtesy of Ally Watson

Seniors Watson and Breen decorated their room with blasts of colorful comforters, posters, accessories and furnishings to celebrate their last year at Rider.
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Freshman Hambor’s side embraces her love 
for the beach with a summer-like ambiance.

The
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Ally Watson and 
Brittany Breen in Phi 
Sigma Sigma
What inspired you to decorate your 
room the way you did?

Ally: We have been best friends since 
we joined Phi Sig and we’ve never 
lived together until this semester. 
Since we’re graduating this fall, we 
figured we would go all out.

Brittany: Our personalities are 
extremely different.  I love Lady Gaga 
and Ally loves the Beatles.  I like our 
room because it shows our different 
personalities.

Why did you go above and beyond 
decorating your room?

Ally: Our sorority house is more like 
a home than a dorm room. In Phi Sig, 
we can decorate and have sheetrock, 
not cinderblocks. We can express our 
personalities and not be held back by 
the structure of the room. 

Brittany: We wanted to make a room 
that was exciting and cool.  When I 
look back at college, I will remember 
how much fun Ally and I had 
decorating it.

Top: Sophomore Wagenman’s side of 
the room displays his love of all sports 
and showcases his collection of fitted 
hats.

Senior McNamee and sophomore Verrall made their room the ultimate man cave with a 42” TV and game systems galore.

James McNamee and Rick Verrall in 
Lincoln
Why did you decorate your room so creatively?

James: We set up our room to describe our personalities. It has 
just about everything a typical guy would like, including post-
ers of our favorite baseball teams, the Yankees and Phillies, high 
school jerseys, sexy ladies and dirt bikes. Our room is set up for 
fun and also to lie back and watch a game or a movie.

Helen Mannion/ The Rider News

Corey Donetz and 
Mike Wagenman in 
Lincoln
What inspired you to decorate your 
room the way you did?

Corey: My roommate and I had the 
same setup last year, and are both 
adamant sports fans which explains 
why our room is covered wall-to-wall 
with mostly sports-related posters. I 
personally have a couple of posters that 
are related to some good friends from 
back home, such as the Ninja Turtles 
and Toy Story, so, in a way, it keeps 
my friends close even though we’re far 
apart. 

Katie Hambor 
and Caroline 
Robbins in 
Ziegler
What inspired you to deco-
rate your room the way you 
did?

Katie: To fit everything, we 
had to make one side of the 
room into an L. I have a 
poster of the Beatles because 
I like them; I also wanted pic-
tures of my friends and family 
so I made a collage of photos.

Why did you decorate it so 
creatively?

Caroline: Honestly, it just 
comes naturally. I enjoy art 
and creative activities so I 
didn’t have to think about it.

Helen Mannion/ The Rider News

Diana Gebbia and Shelby Pulver in Ziegler
What inspired you to decorate your room the way you did?

Diana: My roommate and I wanted to match each other’s bedding so we decided to make it fun by keeping the colors bright.
We both like to be trendy and we wanted to personalize our dorm space as much as we could. My room back at home was 
pretty creative and colorful as well, so I wanted my dorm to remind me a little of my room at home.

Allie Ward/ The Rider News

Above are Gebbia and Pulver’s creatively colored window curtains that they put up, patched in pastel purple, blue, green 
and pink.  They wanted to decorate their room as lively and brightly as possible, so they kept the vivid color scheme appar-
ent throughout all of their decorations and accessories in their room.

Freshmen Gebbia and Pulver furnished their bunk beds with colorful comforters 
in shades of lavender and baby blue to match their outgoing personalities.

Allie Ward/ The Rider News

Freshman Robbins’ side is simplistically deco-
rated with photos of family and friends.

Helen Mannion/ The Rider News

Helen Mannion/ The Rider News

Helen Mannion/ The Rider News

Left: Sophomore Donetz’s side of the 
room is covered in posters that rep-
resent his interests and hometown 
memories.



These days, people can use the Internet to do almost 
anything they want — order books and school supplies, 
check bank balances or watch videos on YouTube.  They 

can also download music, but not everyone does so legally. 
 The Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) has 
sent approximately 250 letters to Rider regarding students and 
their practice of illegally uploading music. What’s the difference 
between uploading and downloading? To download means to 
save a file to your computer, while to upload means putting a 
file online for others to take. 
 The RIAA has every right to crack down on those who are 
enabling the illegal use of copyrighted material by uploading. 
While it may not necessarily be right to have music without pay-
ing for it, many people download songs just to listen to them. 
It’s the people who illegally upload the music that are clearly in 
the wrong. 
 Many artists have indicated they don’t care if you buy their 
music. CD sales matter most to groups that package the prod-
uct — recording companies, distributors and the production 
team behind the music. It matters more to artists if you go to a 
concert. Sales from performances are where musicians make the 
most money — tickets, merchandise, meet and greet sessions. It 
all turns a profit. A CD that costs around $12, if downloaded, 
doesn’t bring in as much cash to the artist as it may seem.
 Many up-and-coming bands feature free downloads on their 
websites, just so that people can sample the music and, in turn, 
become fans of the group. In the case of big-name bands such as 
Coldplay and Radiohead, it’s clear they don’t care about record 
sales. In 2007, Radiohead released their seventh CD called In 
Rainbows. When it first came out, it was on the group’s website, 
and fans were permitted to pay the price they saw fit. If a fan 
wanted to pay nothing, that was allowed. In 2009, Coldplay 
announced that at every show on their upcoming tour, fans 
would be given a copy of a live CD, and that music would also 
be made available online as a free download. For some bands, 
it’s more about getting their name and music out there than it is 
about selling CDs. 
 It is considered stealing to take music without permission, 
but what about file sharing among friends? It’s not uncommon 
for one person to buy a CD or download it from a site such as 
iTunes or Amazon, and then loan out that music to his or her 
friends. That is actually illegal as well, but difficult to enforce. 
Everyone does it with books or movies. If someone sees a good 
movie, they can let their friend borrow the DVD. So, where is 
the line between sharing and stealing? The industry is still get-
ting money for a sale, and people can save money on music they 
might not listen to much anyway.
 As far as illegal music goes, it’s harder to trace students that 
are only downloading music. If there are students uploading 
music to a website for others to download, for free or for a price, 
that will be easier to track. While it is still illegal to download 
any music without paying for it, it doesn’t look like students will 
be stopping that anytime soon. The students that only download 
shouldn’t be penalized. It’s the ones who intentionally upload the 
music to make money who should be changing their behavior.
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Editorial

Down with uploads, 
up with downloads

E-mail us at:
ridernews@rider.edu; newssection@rider.edu;
featuressection@rider.edu; 
opinionsection@rider.edu;
sportssection@rider.edu

The Rider News, Ridge House
2083 Lawrenceville Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Phone: (609) 896-5256
Fax: (609) 895-5696

This weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion 
of The Rider News. This week’s editorial was writ-
ten by the Opinion Editor, Angelique Lee.

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to the editor 
from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s telephone number 
and e-mail address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks on individuals or groups 
are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters  to the editor for length, clarity, accuracy, gram-
mar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste and civility. Brevity is encouraged. All 
decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, which may reject any letter. Send to The 
Rider News via e-mail (ridernews@rider.edu), campus mail, or hand deliver to Ridge House. All 
letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding publication.

November 3, 1900 — The first automobile show opens.
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 The freshman 15 is quite 
arguably the greatest myth ever 
perpetuated by a generation. It 
works on so many levels, play-
ing on parents’ insecurities and 
fears as to how their precious 
darlings will fare away from 
home. How will they deal with 
the distance? Even worse, how 
will they deal with the horrid 
campus food?
 This fabrication also 
enables the lazy young adult 
mindset that it’s OK to let go 
of a healthy lifestyle once you 
graduate high school and fly 
free of the nest. Natural dips 
in metabolism, change in envi-
ronment and, dare I say it, the 
greater availability of alcohol 
in vaster quantities are all con-
tributing factors that tend to be 
neglected in favor of blaming a 
nonsensical phenomenon.
 In my first year at Rider, I 
noted that the people packing 
on the pounds were not usu-
ally the ones who overindulged 
their sweet tooth. Rather, it 
was the students who adopted 
a partying lifestyle, primarily 
in regards to alcohol consump-
tion, were more prone to gain-
ing a little extra around the 
middle.
 So, how exactly does this 
legend continue to make its 
mark? Well, for one thing, it 

suits the purposes of the stu-
dent body as well as the families 
at home. 
 If the parental units express 
concern over what they perceive 
as an unhealthy alteration in 
their child, the student can sim-
ply attribute their weight gain 
to that darned freshman 15 that 
seemingly dogs every student to 
walk into the campus cafeteria. 
 This invention serves to 
alleviate accountability for 
all parties involved. The new 
student is supposedly help-
less to resist the temptation of 
supremely mediocre food and 
its constant availability, though 
most likely not the price of 
takeout food. 
 However, you will find that 
this weight fluctuation is hardly 
a supernatural force preying on 
the weak and the homesick.
 In fact, at college you really 
have even less of an excuse 
to pack on the pounds if you 
aren’t pounding back the beers. 
Necessity dictates that all stu-
dents walk from one corner 
of the campus to another for 
classes and socialization. The 
gym is free and well-equipped, 
and Daly’s closes at 8 p.m. on 
weekdays and even earlier on 
weekends, so free grazing at 
all hours of the night is not an 
option.

 Sure, students can go to the 
Diner and keep food in their 
dorms, but those are secondary 
resources available in different 
forms at home as well.
 Student drinking is almost 
a taboo subject when it comes 
to many parents. I’ve heard 
college graduates with master’s 
degrees say — with a straight 
face, no less — that their son 
or daughter has gained a bit 
of weight during their first 
year but that’s to be expected 
because, you guessed it, they are 
victims of the freshman 15. It’s 
as though some people selec-
tively forget their youth and 
desire to drink, as well as the 
fact that lying to one’s parents 
is not a recent invention by our 
generation.
 A lot of things are chang-
ing for new students, but rest 
assured that there is not a mys-
tical presence specifically target-
ing the freshmen, nor is there 
a feasible excuse to fall out 
of shape. Both portion control 
and self-control are key ele-
ments of maintaining a healthy 
weight. Neither students nor 
parents are doing any favors by 
propagating this excuse.

- Megan Pendagast
Sophomore English major

Sophomore Sound-Off

Freshman 15 a top-heavy myth



Eco-Rep Green Corner

Green movement makes way to cities all around the world
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 Many urban areas contribute to waste and pollu-
tion simply because of their industrial infrastructures 
and overwhelming populations. The time has come 
to turn that around. Cities throughout the world are 
doing just that by taking part in the “green cities move-
ment.” 
 The purpose of this movement is to focus on 
sustainability and strive to lessen their environmental 
impact. Participating cities are vowing to change their 
ways in order to reduce waste and emissions, and 
increase recycling and housing density. By expanding 
open space and starting local sustainable businesses, 
these cities are taking the necessary steps to creating a 
greener world.
 A great example of a green city is Curitiba, Brazil. 
In 1972, Jaime Lerner, then architect and mayor of 
Curitiba, closed off six blocks of a central business dis-
trict to cars. Today, that zone is three times larger and 
is a huge metropolis in Brazil. Lerner also implemented 
a new bus system that greatly reduces traffic, energy 
usage and pollution. This system resulted in even more 

open space that would have otherwise been industrial-
ized. 
 Another example is Reykjavik, Iceland, which 
currently has hydrogen-powered buses and uses geo-
thermal energy and hydropower to provide heat and 
electricity to the city. Cities like London, Copenhagen, 
Sydney, Barcelona, Bogota and Bangkok, and other cit-
ies in Sweden, Ecuador and Uganda have been praised 
for their similar efforts.
 The United States has also begun stepping up 
and contributing to the movement. Portland became 
the first U.S. city to meet carbon dioxide reduction 
goals set by Kyoto Protocol — an international agree-
ment aimed at reducing the threat of global warming. 
Seattle is among the 591 U.S. cities to do the same. 
San Francisco has greatly reduced its plastic usage while 
Austin is a world leader in solar equipment. Chicago 
invested hundreds of millions of dollars to renovate its 
parks, build eco-friendly buildings in various neighbor-
hoods and provide clean power to low-income families. 
 New York City has extremely dense housing while 

its citizens are heavily reliant on mass transit as well as 
using their own two feet for travel. This shows just how 
green the Big Apple really is. 
 Slowly but surely, the “green city movement” is 
making its impact. Groups like Green Cities Events 
hold conferences around the U.S. where policy makers 
and business leaders discuss ways to make their com-
munity “greener.” This type of assemblage is exactly 
what we need to do. If groups around the world came 
together to just make their own area greener, it would 
have a positive effect on the entire world around us and 
eventually everyone would be doing his or her part to 
create a “greener” world. 
 We need to follow the lead of these proactive cities 
and vow to change our bad habits for the greater good. 
We need to make an impact, and it can start here and 
now with you.

- Jillian Spratt
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

 If there is one event that is overlooked by 
Rider students, it is Brownwater, an open mic 
night with a “coffee house” vibe to it.  Located 
in the pub, performances include solo acoustic, 
rappers, spoken word, comedy and everything 
in between. Some are covers, others are originals, 
all are creative. Diversity is what Brownwater 
president, senior Ian Smith, thinks makes it such 
a unique event.
 “At Brownwater you are never judged for 
your art, which makes freedom of expression an 
unlimited possibility,” said Smith. 
 The same creative mentality that encouraged 
Smith to become president also encourages me 
to keep coming back. When a friend of mine 
introduced me to this go-to place for expression, 
I didn’t know what I was in for. 
 “To be able to express your art, whatever 
it may be, in a room among friends is one of the 
best experiences that I know of,” Smith said. 
 Raul “Polo” Cortes Jr. is a name you may 
already know. In addition to performing and 
volunteering as a host/hype-man of Brownwater, 
he is the pasta chef at Daly’s and mentor to many 
students. He described Brownwater as a “weekly 
phenomenon,” and says that “if you don’t go, you 
miss out.” After attending my first Brownwater 
event, I understood exactly what Cortes is refer-
ring to. 
 One spectator, sophomore Jordan Jackson, 
explains that Brownwater is a place that has “so 
much talent” and “so much energy.” Even if you 
are just a spectator, Jackson believes that the 
energy and creativity that exists in Brownwater 
enables you to “find yourself.” And that is just 

what I did. 
 I have yet to perform, but while attending 
Brownwater I loved to watch the acoustic sets, 
amazing singers and original songwriters. But, 
what is equally interesting is the art forms I didn’t 
know I enjoyed. For instance, while I always 
knew what spoken word poems were, I did not 
understand the magnitude of emotion a specta-
tor receives when hearing the author speak his or 
her own art. Also, rapping isn’t my favorite form 
of music, but the message a rapper has can be 
powerful as well as relatable. 
 Naturally, a college like Rider is host to many 
walks of life. What better way to understand 
other people and other cultures than to see or 
hear first-hand? 
 Brownwater is not only a place to witness, 
but also to act. Everyone is encouraged to per-
form whatever he or she wants. Because, as Smith 
explained, “Some  may  go off to bigger things 
with their talents, while others may not; but the 
fact that they come and perform here is a better 
feeling than any big scale show,” and your perfor-
mance can do just that: inspire. 
 Brownwater is from 9 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday and consists of 15 ten-minute slots for 
entertainers in the pub. Anyone is welcome and all 
snacks, coffee, tea and Italian sodas are free.

-Brian Blanda
Junior business economics major

Creative Transfer

‘Coffee house’ event worth visiting

 In this day and age, the Internet is something we often take 
for granted. For most college students, Internet access is something 
that has been available since they were old enough to use a com-
puter. Whether it is for Facebook, homework or just to Google 
something, most students are dependent on it in some way.
 Since arriving at Rider, however, many students have occa-
sionally experienced the unexpected and annoying loss of Internet 
access. It can last anywhere from just a few minutes to a few days. 
But why should it even happen at all? In a society where technol-
ogy is such a big part of our lives, why do Rider students have to 
deal with this problem?
 For almost all of my classes, I need to check Blackboard and 
student webmail at least once a day. My professors demand that I 
print out articles from online sources or e-mail in papers. In other 
classes, the homework is online and often due several times a week. 
How are we expected to do this when we can’t even access the 
websites? In many cases I was not able to complete my homework 
because the Internet was not working.
 Homework and papers are a big part of college, but there 
is still a need for students to have a social life. As a freshman, I 
frequently miss my friends from back home. If I’m feeling a little 
homesick I love being able to talk with them online, or have a long 
video-chat conversation with them. When the Internet is down, I 
do not have the opportunity to do this.
 The good news is, there are things you can do if you have a 
last-minute assignment and no Internet. The library always has a 
connection, so you can either bring your laptop and set it up on 
one of the tables or take advantage of one of the many computers 
available. 
 Also, there is the possibility that something might be wrong 
with your computer. Try shutting it down and turning it back on. 
If the connection has not returned, you can bring your laptop to 
the Office of Information Technologies to diagnose and fix the 
problem. However, this service is only available for students who 
purchased their computers through the University. Otherwise, 
they will only give you basic information, but will do all they can 
to solve the problem, especially if it involves Blackboard or web-
mail. 
 The Internet is important for all students at Rider. It doesn’t 
matter if it’s for academic reasons or just as a way for students to 
socialize and relax. We live in a time when the Internet should be 
constantly accessible. If it’s not, then Rider should update its tech-
nology and work toward fixing the problem.

- Tracy Mitchell
Freshman English major

Freshman Idea

Rider’s Internet needs 
to improve reliability

Quote of the Week
“The production of too many useful things 
results in too many useless people.”
   — Karl Marx



    BRONCS’ BITS
Scores/Records (* denotes conference games)

Elusive conference title at top of preseason goals

 Rider wrestling teams have been 
consistently successful over the past few 
years, but they have been unable to cap-
ture a CAA Championship. This year, 
things are shaping up differently. 
 A wealth of returning talent mixed 
in with some promising newcomers has 
this team feeling like it can take the con-
ference title. 
 “We will have a young team this 
year with as many as six freshmen and 
sophomores starting for us,” said head 
coach Gary Taylor. “The freshmen will 
help the team by being in the lineup and 
winning as much as they can.”
 One of the returning wrestlers is 
senior Rob Morrison, who boasted a 
28-15 record at 165 pounds last season. 
Morrison has high hopes for this year. 
 “I’m expecting us to be in the top 25 
[nationally] and conference champs by 
the end of this season,” Morrison said. 
 Morrison, who went 4-1 in the 
CAA tournament and qualified for the 
NCAA tournament last year, has high 
expectations of himself as well for this 
season. 
 “I expect to finally fulfill my big-
gest goal since I began wrestling,” 
Morrison said. “That’s to become an 
All-American.” 
 Some other returning seniors include 
Joe Ferber, who went 3-4 last year at 184 
pounds, and Tim Trivisonno, who went 
2-5 at 125 pounds. 
 When looking over the rest of the 

returning talent, a few names stand out. 
Sophomore Jim Resnick had a 19-16 
record at 174 pounds and qualified for 
the NCAA tournament as a freshman 
last year. 
 Junior Tyler Smith went 24-16 last 
year at 197 pounds and was the only 
one on the team to win a match at the 
NCAA tournament. He begins the sea-
son as the 20th ranked wrestler in the 
country at his weight class.

 Finally, one of the names that is 
the most impressive is junior Jimmy 
Kirchner. The 133 pounder held an 
impressive 21-13 record last season and 
also qualified for the NCAA tourna-
ment. Kirchner is ranked 18th in the 
nation in his respective weight class.
 These three, combined with the 
aforementioned seniors, will look to lead 
a relatively young team. Kirchner, Smith 
and Morrison are all ranked in the top 

33 in their respective weight classes by 
wrestlingreport.com. 
 “I look for the returning NCAA 
qualifiers — Rob Morrison, Tyler Smith, 
Jimmy Kirchner and Jim Resnick — to 
be good and have big seasons,” Taylor 
said. 
 This returning talent, along with 
16 freshmen who will look to make an 
immediate impact, should make for a 
promising season. Out of the 16 fresh-
men, two look to shine early as they are 
set to start the season for Rider in their 
respective weight classes.
 “The 125-pound class and the 
heavyweight class will be manned by 
outstanding freshmen,” Taylor said. “At 
125, Chuck Zeiloft will be represent-
ing Rider and at heavyweight, it will 
be Evan Craig. We expect both of these 
outstanding true freshmen to be impact 
wrestlers in their first year.”
 The freshmen will have big shoes 
to fill as standouts Mike Kessler and Ed 
Bordas both graduated last year, along 
with Mike Ward and Ramon Santiago.
 “With the right mix of guys we 
have this year and the new attitude we’re 
implementing, I don’t see why all of our 
goals can’t be achieved,” Morrison said. 
 The Broncs will open up the sea-
son in Charlottesville, Va., Saturday 
with matches against Gardner-Webb at 
9 a.m., Virginia at 10:30 a.m. and 
Anderson at noon.

By Michael Mack

WRESTLING
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Field Hockey
(14-3 overall, 7-0 NEC)
10/29
Rider 3, Monmouth 0*
10/31
Rider 5, Saint Francis (Pa.) 
1*
11/5
NEC Semifinals
vs. Quinnipiac, 1:30 p.m.*
11/6
NEC Championship
vs. Monmouth/Bryant, 
noon*

Women’s Soccer
(9-7-2 overall, 5-4 MAAC)
10/30
Rider 1, Loyola (MD) 0*
11/5
MAAC Semifinals
vs. Canisius, 3 p.m.*
11/7
MAAC Championship
vs. Marist/Siena, 1 p.m.*

Men’s Soccer
(2-13-1 overall, 1-5-1 
MAAC)
10/29
Marist 3, Rider 1*

10/31
Siena 4, Rider 1*
11/5
at Iona, 2 p.m.*
11/7
at Fairfield, 1 p.m.*

Volleyball
(2-22 overall, 1-13 MAAC)
10/30
Loyola (MD) 3, Rider 0*
10/31
Rider 3, Marist 2*
11/6
vs. Saint Peter’s, noon*
11/7
at Manhattan, 2 p.m.*

Cross Country
10/29
at MAAC Championships
M: 3 out of 10
W: 7 out of 10

Swimming & Diving
10/30
at Marist*
M: 151-149 (W)
W: 128-168 (L)

Wrestling
11/6
at Charlottesville, Va.
vs. Gardner-Webb, 9 a.m.
vs. Virginia, 10:30 a.m.
vs. Anderson, noon

Men’s Basketball
11/6
vs. TCNJ, 4 p.m. (Exb.)

Women’s Basketball
11/7
vs. West Chester, 2 p.m. 
(Exb.)

And more sports...

Senior goalkeeper Alex Post 
of the women’s soccer team 
was named the MAAC’s 
Defensive Player of the Week 
for all games played in the 
final week of the regular 
season. She was also named 
a Primetime Performer by 
Collegesoccer360.com

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Junior Jimmy Kirchner enters the season as the 18th ranked wrestler in the 
country at his weight class of 133 pounds. Kirchner won 21 matches last year.

in the playoffs, according to 
Hussong.
 “We know from past expe-
rience that we cannot take any-
thing for granted,” she said.
 Rider will go against 
Quinnipiac (8-9 overall, 4-3 
NEC) today at 1:30 p.m. in the 
semifinals of the postseason.
 “Our first-round oppo-
nent, Quinnipiac, is a very 
good team and we will have 
to play our best to beat them,” 
said Hussong.
 If the Broncs win the semi-
finals, the team will either go 
against Monmouth or Bryant 

(8-11 overall, 5-2 NEC) for the 
championship, which is sched-
uled for Saturday at noon.
 “Monmouth and Bryant 
will be hard to beat as well and 
as most people know in post-
season anything can happen,” 
Hussong said. 
 The odds are currently with 
Rider. The Broncs have already 
defeated all three possible NEC 
opponents this season. They 
defeated Quinnipiac 1-0, and 
won 3-0 against Monmouth 
and Bryant.
 “Our defense is hard to 
score on and our offensive goal 
production has been tremen-
dous,” said Hussong. “Everyone 
is working together and peak-
ing at the right time.”

Champions
Continued from p. 12

 The women’s soccer team 
played its best when it mat-
tered most. With its postsea-
son hopes dwindling, Rider 
(9-7-2, 5-4 MAAC) closed out 
the regular season on a three-
game winning streak, boosting 
it into the MAAC playoffs.
 The Broncs defeated 
Loyola (MD) (9-9-2, 5-4 
MAAC) 1-0 on Senior Day, 
Saturday, Oct. 30, punctuat-
ing their impressive run into 

the postseason. The game was 
a must-win, but also histori-
cal. The victory marked the 
first time Rider ever defeated 
Loyola (MD).
 Rider has a semifinal date 
with top-seeded Canisius (13-
6, 7-2 MAAC), which kicks 
off at 3 p.m. With a victory, 
the Broncs would advance to 
the conference championship 
for a chance at a MAAC title, 
something they’ve never won 
in program history.
 

Women’s soccer in playoffs 
following last game heroics
By Jordan Hall
halljo@theridernews.com



 

 The field hockey team won its sec-
ond NEC regular season title in as many 
years last weekend, and a couple of the 
key contributors to this year’s impres-
sive run are talented players from Spain. 
Junior Virginia Egusquiza and freshman 
Sandra Penas have helped Rider achieve 
an 11-game winning streak, leading the 
Broncs into the NEC Championship 
this weekend. 
 Egusquiza has done everything and 
more in her time here at Rider, earning 
the 2008 NEC Rookie and 2009 NEC 
Player of the Year honors. She has also 
helped Penas adjust during her first year 
at Rider, which can be tough enough 
without having their families on the 
other side of the Atlantic Ocean. 
 “Virginia has one of the best work 
ethics on the team,” said head coach 
Lori Hussong. “She works hard every 
day and has really helped Sandra when 
she has needed it, just like the leaders of 
the team helped Virginia adjust during 
her freshman year.”
 Penas’ first-ever visit to the United 
States was to Rider and it was the only 
visit she made, although schools such 
as Boston College and Syracuse were 
recruiting her before she made her deci-
sion to attend Rider to play field hockey.
 “When I came to visit Rider all of 
the girls [on the team] were so friendly,” 
Penas said. “I liked the campus a lot 
because it was small and I just loved it 
here.”
 Egusquiza visited the United States 
only once in 2007 to go to a camp in 
Boston to help her learn English. After 
that, she visited the U.S. to see Syracuse 
and Rider to decide where she wanted 
to receive a college education and play 

field hockey. The junior admits there 
were some barriers off the field when she 
came to Rider.
 “When I first came here I didn’t 
speak English too well and that was 
kind of hard for me,” Egusquiza said. 
“Having Sandra at Rider with me now 
really helps because we can speak in 
Spanish to each other and it makes us 
both more comfortable.”
 On the field, Egusquiza has not 
encountered anything that resembles 
a barrier. She has been leading Rider 
since her freshman year. She now has 20 
assists after last weekend, a Rider single-
season record, while also compiling 10 
goals. Penas finished the regular season 
with 13 goals and six assists. 

 According to Hussong, Penas and 
Egusquiza play extremely well together 
because they have contrasting styles of 
play.
 “Sandra is more efficient as a scorer 
while Virginia is better at setting people 
up and putting them in position to 
score,” Hussong said. 
 Both players admit that the style of 
play in Europe is vastly different from 
how field hockey is played in the United 
States.
 “Back home everything is laid back 
and we just play for fun. It isn’t taken 
as seriously as it is here,” Egusquiza 
said. “When I first started playing and 
practicing at Rider, the physicality of the 
game and how much everyone hustled 

during every play kind of surprised me 
and took a little while to get used to.”
 In Spain, there is no opportunity to 
go to college on an athletic scholarship 
because the teams are club teams that 
have no relation to any of the schools. 
The opportunity to come to the U.S. 
to be able to play field hockey for a 
university and get an education out of 
it is an opportunity both women took. 
Rider has benefited from both of these 
women’s decisions.
 “Our program would not be as suc-
cessful as it is right now without Sandra 
and Virginia,” Hussong said. 
 Both women have helped elevate 
Rider’s program along with a lot of other 
key contributors on the field hockey 
team, such as junior goalkeeper Rebecca 
Lotito and senior Megan Pisani. Penas 
noticed her teammates’ work ethic right 
away and the mentality they had that 
every game is important.
 “When we had that three-game 
losing streak early in the season, it was 
really hard,” Penas said. “That’s when 
I really noticed how competitive my 
teammates were and that made me want 
to be successful as well.”
 Rider enters this weekend hoping 
for a different result than last year’s dis-
appointing loss in the first round of the 
NEC Championship. Hussong knows 
that Penas and Egusquiza have to play 
well in order for them to grab that elu-
sive title.
 “It is really important for both of 
them to play well along with the rest of 
our players,” Hussong said. “Our entire 
team needs to step up their level of play 
now, but they know that if they keep on 
giving their best effort on the field that 
good things will happen.”

Dynamic duo from Spain leads field hockey

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Freshman Sandra Penas, left, and junior Virginia Egusquiza have led Rider while 
dealing with the hardships of adapting to a new culture in the U.S.

In first MAAC meet of season, men come out on top
 
 
 
 The swim and dive team 
went to Marist last Saturday 
with both the men and women 
looking for their first win of 
the season. One team got what 
it wanted while the other was   
left disappointed.
 In the first conference meet 
of the year, only the men were 
victorious over Marist, winning 
151-149. The women’s 128-
168 loss has done little damage 
to the team’s overall attitude for 
the upcoming season.
 “The next few meets are 
going to be tough,” said senior 
Ryan Nelthropp. “We always 
try to face good competition 
that will prepare us for our 
MAAC Championships in 
February.”
 Women’s event winners 
included senior diver Aisley 
Carter, who won the three-
meter dive (216.75) and the 
one-meter dive (202.42), as 
well as senior Briana Burns, 
who won the 100 free (53.49) 
and the 200 free (1:54.96).  

 Despite the women’s tough 
defeat, the men were able to 
snag a close two-point win.
 “Helping the team win 
was huge because Marist has 
been our rival for a long time,” 
said Nelthropp, who contrib-
uted two wins in the 200 fly 
(1:59.28) and the 200 IM 
(1:58.95).
 For the men, sophomore 
Johnny Funk claimed three 
event wins, including the 100 
free (48.36), the 100 back 
(52.25) and the 100 fly (51.95), 
while sophomore Brian Molloy 
won the 500 free (4:51.10). 
Senior Arthur Arciszewski won 
the 1,000 free (10:01.86), 
sophomore Jeremy Chaudet 
won the 100 breast (101.08) 
and sophomore Julien Hensen 
won the 200 breast (2:14.07).
 “Any contribution is always 
a positive, especially when the 
meet is that close,” Funk said. 
“It definitely feels good to 
clinch a win no matter where 
we are in the season.”
 Three meets in, the men’s 
overall record is 1-2; the wom-
en are 0-3. Though every com-
petition is important, the main 

focus is training and adjust-
ing to improve in time for 
the MAAC Championships, 
according to Funk.
 “Throughout our season so 
far, the men’s team has done a 
pretty good job at staying com-
mitted to training and making 
the right decisions, but we can 
improve,” said Funk.
 The meet against Marist 
was one of challenging match-
ups Rider will see this month. 
The Broncs will compete 
against Lehigh (M: 4-0/ W: 
2-1), La Salle and Delaware 
(M: 2-0/ W: 3-0) in the coming 
weeks.
 “We are going to have to 
race well and motivate each 
other to step up to the chal-
lenge,” said Nelthropp. “In 
order to keep winning meets 
everyone on the team needs to 
be mentally strong and contin-
ue to train harder and smarter.”
 Head coach Steve Fletcher 
and the Broncs will host Lehigh 
on Saturday at 1 p.m.

SWIM AND DIVE

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Senior Aisley Carter finished first in both the three-meter and 
one-meter dive events at Marist.  The women fell, 168-128.
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 Senior Christian Gonzalez led the men’s cross 
country team to a third-place finish, while the women 
finished in seventh at the MAAC Championship last 
Friday in Hammonasset State Park. 
 Gonzalez finished first for the men with a time of 
24:28.0 on the 8,000-meter course, and was the only 
runner overall to compete against powerhouse Iona. 
Iona, currently ranked fourth in the country, managed 
to win its 20th straight race. Gonzalez was the only 
non-Iona runner to finish amongst the top six per-
formers.
     “I expected Chris to perform very well, as he has 
every meet this season,” said head coach Bob Hamer.  
“He went in prepared to challenge the Iona runners but 
they were very tough. Chris is a great runner and they 
were just better.”
 Gonzalez finished in third place, best ever for a 
Bronc at the MAAC Championships. Gonzalez has 
shown improvement this year after he finished 12th of 
127 runners last year. 
 Along with Gonzalez’s impressive performance was 
senior Michael Soroko, who placed 21st with a time 
of 26:11.6, and junior Michael Lindner who finished 
22nd in 26:12.8 among the 130 runners. Both runners 
improved since last year’s event.
 Also for the Rider men, sophomore Sean Donohue 
finished 34th in 26:36.8 and sophomore Sean 
McCullough was 35th in 26:37.8.

   “The men competed hard and they were able to 
obtain a decent result.  We were hoping to be more 
competitive with Marist for second place but it just did 
not happen,” Hamer said.
 On the women’s side, their performance wasn’t 
construed as a major disappointment, because of their 
youth and their injuries. There were still runners such 
as Chelsea Callan, Erin Fitzgibbons, Nicole Tassello 
and Kelli Kaelin who cashed in good results. 
 “We have some injuries on the women’s side that 
have had an effect on our team results,” Hamer said.   
 Senior Chelsea Callan ran the 6,000-meter course 
with a time of 22:56.4, finishing 24th among 124 
runners. Younger talent, such as sophomore Erin 
Fitzgibbons, placed 32nd in a time of 23:14.2, sopho-
more Jillian Shutt finished 40th in 23:28.1, sophomore 
Nicole Tassello came in 44th with a time of 23:41.6, 
and junior Kelli Kaelin ended in 45th with a time of 
23:53.0. 
 “Erin Fitzgibbons, Nicole Tassello, and Kelli Kaelin 
all ran great races and made big strides this week,” 
Hamer said. “I am real excited for them and I think 
this will give them great confidence moving forward.”
 The team’s next event is Nov. 13 at the NCAA 
Mid-Atlantic Regional at Penn State. 
 This will be a big race for Gonzalez if he hopes to 
compete for Nationals. He will have to finish among 
the top four individuals at the race that are not qualify-
ing teams. 
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 Rider’s field hockey team, 
the 2010 NEC regular season 
champion, is looking to make 
another name for itself as the 
NEC playoff champion after 
defeating two conference teams 
this past weekend. The Broncs 
now have an 11-game winning 
streak and finished a perfect 7-0 
in the NEC.
 Rider (14-3 overall, 7-0 
NEC) defeated Monmouth 
(14-4 overall, 6-1 NEC), 3-0, 
on Friday, and then came back 
on Sunday and beat another 
tough team, Saint Francis (5-13 
overall, 3-4 NEC), 5-1.
  “Heading into the weekend 
we knew we had to be at our 
best in order to accomplish our 
goal of defeating Monmouth 
and Saint Francis and win the 
regular season title outright,” 
said head coach Lori Hussong.
 A lot was riding on the line 
in the game against Monmouth. 
Rider will be hosting the NEC 
playoffs today and Saturday 
because of its first place regular 
season finish.
 “We knew that a win 
against them would give us 

home seed advantage at this 
coming weekend’s NEC 
Championship,” said Hussong. 
“Our team played with inten-
sity and was determined to get 
the job done.”
 Junior Megan Pisani scored 
the game’s first goal. She was 
assisted by sophomore Jackie 
Adams, giving Rider a 1-0 lead.
 Ten minutes into the sec-
ond half, freshman Sandra 
Penas scored off a pass from 
freshman Alicia Govannicci.
 Pisani scored her second 
goal of the game and her 12th 
of the season with just over 
10 minutes left in the second 
half, with an assist from junior 
Virginia Egusquiza (see fea-
ture on p. 11 about Penas and 
Egusquiza).
  Rider then defeated Saint 
Francis on Sunday, scoring five 
unanswered goals to clinch a 
perfect NEC regular season.
 “Our game vs. Saint Francis 
was important, as a win against 
them would give us the out-
right regular season champion-
ship,” said Hussong.
 At halftime, Rider was 
trailing  Saint Francis 1-0. 
Junior goalie Rebecca Lotito 
had not allowed a single goal to 
be scored on her in conference 
play until 3:46 into the first 

half when her shutout streak 
was broken.
 Despite dominating the 
first half with 17 shots on goal 
to St. Francis’ four, Rider was 
having trouble scoring.
 However, the Broncs 
stepped into gear and scored 
five goals in the second half, 
including a hat trick by Pisani.
 Rider broke out of its score-
less slump just two minutes into 
the second half. Govannicci 
scored off an assist from Penas. 
It was Govannicci’s sixth goal of 
the season.
 Pisani scored the second 
goal of the game two minutes 
later off a cross pass from Penas 
and then Penas followed suit, 
firing in a score, which gave 
Rider a two-goal lead. Penas is 
the top freshman goal scorer 
in the country with 13 on the 
season.
 Pisani then scored two 
more goals to complete her hat 
trick, both of which were assist-
ed by Egusquiza.
 Hussong and her play-
ers are determined to win the 
championship, and know that 
their success in the regular sea-
son does not mean that they 
don’t have to work for the wins 

Bud Focht/Rider Sports Information

Senior Christian Gonzalez finished third at the MAAC 
Championships, leading the men to third place. 

Streaking into the PlayoffS
Rider finishes perfect regular season 
in NEC and captures conference title

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Juniors Megan Pisani, left, and Virginia Egusquiza hug in cel-
ebration of Pisani’s second goal in Rider’s win over Monmouth. 

Men finish strong, women place seventh
See Champions, p. 10

By Paige McAtee

By Mike Crossley

CROSS COUNTRY

FIELD HOCKEY
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