
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The effort to lessen the 
effects on students of Gov. 
Chris Christie’s multimillion 
dollar cuts to higher education 
funding will be aided by Rider’s 
professors, according to faculty 
union officials. 
 The Rider Chapter of 
the American Association of 
University Professors (AAUP) 
is partially delaying faculty pay 
raises and using the approxi-
mately $83,000 in savings to 
help meet the financial need 
of students. The agreement 
will replace the previously 
agreed upon 3.4 percent raise 
in September with a 2.4 per-
cent raise in September, with 
the remaining 1 percent taking 
effect in January. 
 “We wanted to get this 
in place so that the monies 

would be available for finan-
cial appeals,” said Dr. Jeffrey 
Halpern, contract administra-
tor for the AAUP. “We wanted 
to help as many students as 
possible fill in the gap.” 
 Faculty union president 
Elizabeth Scheiber sent out an 
e-mail last month announcing 
the proposal. Scheiber, who 
could not be reached for com-
ment, explained in her e-mail 
that, while Rider, as a private 
institution, is more protected 
from the budget cuts than a 
public institution, there are 
still effects to be felt. Christie’s 
budget, which was signed into 
law on June 29, ends all direct 
aid to private institutions. This 
has removed $2 million from 
Rider’s budget. These lost funds 
are in addition to the state-
wide cuts of $15 million from 
the student financial assistance 

 

 When students are already 
paying thousands of dollars for 
tuition, the added cost of sup-
plies can add insult to injury.  
 This year, bookstores on 
both of Rider’s campuses will be 
introducing a textbook-rental 
program to provide students 
up to a 50 percent discount on 
some textbooks. 
 “Our customers demand a 
lower-cost option,” explained 
Elio DiStaola, director of public 
and campus relations for Follett 
Higher Education Group. 
“Simply, the pressures in the 
economy on people’s wallets 
have led us to explore new 
programs to translate savings to 
students.”
 According to the National 
Association of College Stores 
Retail Facts & Figures 2010 

and Follett research, 15 percent 
of students do not buy their 
textbooks. Follett is hoping to 
decrease this figure with its new 
textbook-rental program, Rent-
a-Text, which has been intro-
duced at Rider this year. This 
new program has already been 
piloted at 27 higher education 
institutions and has saved stu-
dents $6 million, according to 
a fact sheet about Rent-a-Text 
distributed by Follett.
 According to DiStaola, 
Rent-a-Text is the lowest up-

front option for students and 
has the added bonus of the pro-
vider being present on campus. 
Joe Judge, the general manager 
of the Lawrenceville campus 
bookstore, agrees. 
 “We are close by and [stu-
dents] don’t have to wait for 
their books to arrive from other 
sites,” Judge said. “When they 
need to return their books, we 
are here for their convenience 
and they don’t have to find a 
box, pack their books and ship 
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MAAC Meet 

Freshmen and their families enjoy a buffet-style lunch on the Campus Mall after settling into 
their rooms on Sunday.  They then attended the Welcome Ceremony in the SRC. 
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Athlete Bronc Buddies help freshmen move into Conover Hall on Sunday. 
Residence Hall seminars later allowed students to get to know their RAs. 
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them back. They simply just 
walk into the BLC and do the 
transaction.”
 Rent-a-Text also accepts all 
forms of payment, according to 
DiStaola. This includes cash, 
credit or debit cards, financial 
aid and campus cards. Certain 
books will not be available for 
renting, such as workbooks, 

loose-leaf editions and those 
with one-time use pass codes.
  Millie Richardson, the store 
supervisor of Westminster’s 
bookstore, says that the pro-
gram has already generated 
interest on campus. 
 “[Students] are using it 
already,” she said. “It’s a great 
success. It’s amazing; they’re 
getting a 50-percent discount. 
I’m so excited it’s here.”
 Junior Michelle Wall loves 
the idea of Rent-a-Text and the 
convenience it offers.

 “I’m a real procrastinator, 
so the fact that at the last min-
ute I could run to the bookstore 
and get my books for $88 is just 
great,” she said. “Not to men-
tion, I had such a hassle with 
some sellers on other sites last 
year.”
 Junior Megan Cook agrees. 
 “I like the idea a lot,” Cook 
said. “I mean, I know plenty of 
people that rent books through 
online sites and you always run 
the risk of not getting the right 
book. Then you have to deal 

with returning the book and 
getting the proper one, which 
takes quite a while, and then 
you’re book-less for that class 
until you get the right one. This 
definitely eliminates that issue 
entirely.”
 Other students, like junior 
Michelle Meredith, remain 
unconvinced. 
 “I think everyone should 
just go on Amazon and exert 
a little more effort. $45 for the 
Bible from the Rider book-
store? Yeah, how about $16 on 

Amazon.com.”
 Judge said that students on 
the Lawrenceville campus have 
also responded to the program. 
 “To date, with still a week 
before classes begin, there have 
been over 700 students regis-
tered for the rental program,” 
he said. “This last week before 
classes begin is usually the 
heavy selling part of our season 
and I believe that number can 
double within that period. So I 
think the students will find this 
program favorable.” 

program and nearly $4 million 
from the Equal Opportunity 
Fund (EOF). 
 “These programs are abso-
lutely essential in making 
higher education accessible to 
low-income students and are 
particularly key for many of 
our students,” Scheiber’s e-mail 
said. 
 She pointed out that, even 
in the face of these cuts, Rider 
has increased its financial aid 
budget from $38 million to 
$42 million over the past two 
years. 
 According to Halpern, the 
governor’s cuts are reckless in 
their impact on taxpayers and 
education. 
 “We all pay taxes, so we 

should not have to make ges-
tures like this, though we 
clearly felt it was necessary,” 
he said. “This is the future of 
New Jersey that the governor is 
undermining.” 
 Scheiber also lamented the 
effects of the governor’s cuts. 
 “Higher Education across 
the country is facing a storm 
of unprecedented magnitude,” 
she wrote. “In New Jersey, Gov. 
Christie has ruthlessly slashed 
support for Higher Education, 
cutting both direct aid as well 
as student financial assistance.” 
 Halpern criticized the way 
the cuts only affect some sec-
tions of the population. 
 “This is class warfare,” 
Halpern said. “It’s warfare on 
the middle class and the poor.” 
 Even before the budget 
was signed into law, the uni-
versity was actively working 

to eliminate its harmful cuts. 
Representatives from Rider 
have participated in legislative 
hearings and met with legis-
lators. There have also been 
newspaper and radio ads taken 
out by the university. 
 Scheiber’s e-mail concluded 
with an explanation of the ori-
gin and reason for the proposed 
pay raise structure. 
 “It should be under-
stood that the University did 
not approach us, but rather 
we approached them with this 
proposal; further, our motiva-
tion for doing so was not due 
to concerns about the overall 
financial health of the insti-
tution (which is sound), but 
rather it was in the spirit of 
providing additional help for 
our most needy students,” she 
wrote.
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Coming
Up ...

Wednesday, Sept. 8
Classes begin, 8 a.m.

Rosh Hashanah, 5 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 9
Pub Night, 4:30 p.m., 
BLC Pub

Eid al Fitr, 5 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 10
A Night in Central Park, 
9 p.m., BLC

Pub Night, 9 p.m., 
BLC Pub

Saturday, Sept. 11
9/11 Tribute, 9:15 a.m., 
Moore Library steps

Campus Life Dorm 
Decorating Party, 9 p.m., 
Daly Dining Hall

Sunday, Sept. 12
SEC Outdoor Movie Night, 
Iron Man II, 8 p.m., 
Campus Mall

Monday, Sept. 13
Student Employment Job 
Fair, 11 a.m., Cavalla Room

Awareness Day Information 
Session, 5 p.m., 
Sweigart Room 118

Pub Night, 9 p.m., 
BLC Pub

Tuesday, Sept. 14
Cranberry Fest 2010, 
11 a.m., Campus Mall

Awareness Day Information 
Session, 11:30 a.m., 
Science and Technology Center 
Room 201

Gaining Admission Into 
Highly Competitive Graduate 
Schools, 1 p.m., Sweigart 208

ESSC Green Film Series, 
Avatar, 6 p.m., 
Sweigart Auditorium

Wednesday, Sept. 15
Hillel Welcome BBQ,, 5 p.m., 
BLC Lower Patio

Thursday, Sept. 16
SGA Awareness Day, 11 a.m., 
Campus Mall

Pub Night, 4:30 p.m., 
BLC Pub

Friday, Sept. 17
Recreation Programs Field 
Day, 4:30 p.m., Daly Field

Yom Kippur, 5 p.m.

Pub Night, 9 p.m., 
BLC Pub

Bronc Buffet, 10 p.m., 
Daly Dining Hall

Saturday, Sept. 18
Laser Light Dance and Laser 
Tag Party, 9 p.m., SRC 

Sunday, Sept. 19
Broadway Trip, Rock of Ages 
or American Idiot, 2 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 20
Pub Night, 9 p.m., 
BLC Pub

Tuesday, Sept. 21
Delta Sigma Pi Information 
Session, 11:30 a.m., 
Sweigart Room 119

Thursday, Sept. 23
Delta Sigma Pi Information 
Session, 11:30 a.m., 
Sweigart Room 119

Pub Night, 4:30 p.m., 
BLC Pub

Check out The Rider News 
page on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/theridernews

Compiled by Emily Landgraf
To list your event, e-mail
ridernews@rider.edu
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SEPT 24-26, 2010 / LOON MNTN / LINCOLN NH
3-DAY MUSIC & OUTDOOR FESTIVAL

The Gaslight Anthem
Dr. Dog, !!! [Chk Chk Chk], Javelin, The Walkmen, 
Eli “Paperboy” Reed and the True Loves, and more!
Unified Bouldering Championships Pro Tour Finals
UCI-Sanctioned Cyclocross Race 
Event schedule subject to change.

Tickets can be purchased at noreaster.ems.com or in-store.

The Nor’easter

MEET US AT THE

COLLEGE STUDENTS 
20% OFF WEEKEND PASSES 
Includes on-site camping.
Must show valid college ID. Exclusions may apply; visit store for details.

Discount code: “co11ege!” 

Princeton 
Marketfair
609-520-8310

Renting
Continued from p. 1

AAUP
Continued from p. 1
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The O-Team

 While the incoming freshmen 
move into their new homes for the 
next year, there is another group of 
students who have already been pre-
paring for their arrival.
 The Lawrenceville campus’ 
O-Staff is a group of seven students 
who are designated to aid the new 
students’ transition into college.
 Aside from helping the transition, 
O-Staffers also serve as great mentors 
who can provide freshmen with ways 
to get involved on campus and any 
other activities that Rider has to offer.

By Heather Fiore and Emily Eiermann 
Photos by Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Dan Viola
Senior
Major: Fine Arts
Reason for joining: “I am what you 
would call ‘The Returner.’ I did O-Staff 
last year and it impacted my overall life 
so much that I couldn’t help but go out 
for it another time.”
Orientation memories: “Orientation is 
actually what solidified my confidence 
in going to Rider for the next four 
years. If I was bored during freshman 
year, or doubtful, I knew that I could 
ask an O-Staffer for finding events on 
campus or I could see what one of my 
orientation friends were up to.”
Best advice for incoming students: 
“Get involved, but don’t get too 
involved that you’re not getting done 
what needs to be done.”

Emily Mackin
Senior
Major: Secondary Education and 
English Literature
Reason for joining: “I have tons of 
energy and even more Rider pride. I 
wanted to share all of that with the 
incoming students and their families. I 
like being a resource and a mentor for 
incoming students.”
Orientation memories: “I was terrified 
to be coming in mid-year when other 
freshmen had already adapted to the 
college environment and had solidi-
fied their group of friends. But I was 
welcomed with open arms by everyone 
from the girls in my wing to my advis-
ers and professors.”
Best advice for incoming students: 
“It’s okay to make mistakes. Now is the 
time to make mistakes.”

Diana Passarelli
Junior
Major: Human Resource Management 
Business
Reason for joining: “I wanted to 
make a difference and touch someone’s 
life like the O-Staff had done for me. I 
remember how infectious their smiles 
and optimism were, how they helped 
my peers, eased every stress, and simply 
treated us as if they were our friends 
rather than our authorities.”
Orientation memories: “It was my 
freshman year that I had finally put 
myself in new and challenging, but 
exciting situations.”
Best advice for incoming students: 
“If you choose to listen to other peo-
ple’s views and compromise as a diver-
sified group, then together you will 
achieve.”

Brian Williams
Junior
Major: Finance and Accounting
Reason for joining: “Being able to help 
others even when they have even the 
simplest questions is something that I 
have always been happy doing.”
Orientation memories: “During high 
school, I was a much more reserved and 
quiet person, but from joining different 
clubs and Sigma Phi Epsilon, I was able 
to break out of my shell and become 
much more involved.”
Best advice for incoming students: 
“Get involved. Whether it be a club, 
sport, or Greek life, find your niche, 
and run with it. The experiences you 
have with different organizations will 
make college much more enjoyable and 
memorable.”

Chelsea Bradshaw
Junior
Major: Elementary Education and 
Psychology
Reason for joining: “Susan Makowski, 
one of Rider’s admissions counselors, 
definitely made my decision an easy 
one. Ever since I met her during my 
senior year of high school, she has 
encouraged me to get involved.”
Orientation memories: “I tried to 
meet a lot of people and find a group 
of friends that I felt comfortable with 
and focused on my classes. In the mean-
time, I kept my eyes and ears open for 
clubs and organizations that might be 
fun to join in the future.”
Best advice for incoming students: 
“Step out of your comfort zone. There 
are constantly events to partake in, so 
get involved!”

Mentors ease 
stress and aid 
move-ins

Danyelle Johnson
Sophomore
Major: Communications
Reason for joining: “I felt that I 
should give back to my Rider commu-
nity by aiding new incoming students 
in feeling comfortable at Rider, which 
would be their new home for the next 
few years, and make an impact on their 
experience just as my orientation lead-
ers had done for me.”
Orientation memories: “I spent lots 
of time meeting new people and mak-
ing my transition into a Rider Bronc, 
which was both enjoyable and success-
ful.”
Best advice for incoming students: 
“Always stay focused, yet remember to 
have as much of an enjoyable experi-
ence at Rider as you can.”

Keenan Bailey
Sophomore
Major: Political Science
Reason for joining: “It was so good to 
see and hear all of the excitement that 
the students had. It was very reward-
ing to know that I was a part of these 
students’ very first college experience.”
Orientation memories: “I was abso-
lutely excited to come to Rider that I 
took 11 tours! My freshman year was 
perfect. I was homesick for a while, but 
once I got involved on campus, I forgot 
all about going home every weekend.”
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Kristian Kohler
Sophomore
Major: Music Education and 
Sacred Music (Voice primary)
Reason for joining: “My 
own orientation leader, Jaclyn 
Beardsley, was a tremendous 
influence. I hope to give that 
same experience I had to my 
group. I want them all to feel 
at home and truly a part of the 
Rider University community.”
Orientation memories: “It 
was one of the most exciting 
weeks of my life.  It was great 
to make new friends, settle into 
a whole new community and 
start my college career off on 
such a positive note. Except for 
almost getting a biking (yes, 
biking) ticket on my second 
day.”

Shannon Reed
Sophomore
Major: Music Education 
(Voice concentration)
Reason for joining: “I had a 
really rough transition into col-
lege life and orientation really 
helped me. The orientation 
leaders were so nice and caring 
and willing to help me out. I 
wanted to give back with my 
new knowledge and do that for 
new freshmen.” 
Orientation memories: “My 
orientation week was great. We 
had the SOS off-campus trips 
during my freshman year. I 
went bowling, and at the end, 
we were rushing out of the 
building and I left with the 
bowling shoes still on my feet. 
I never got my real shoes back.”

Heather Jones
Junior
Major: Music Education 
(Voice primary)
Reason for joining: “This is 
my second year as an orienta-
tion leader, and I decided to 
join because I love being a part 
of new students’ first experi-
ences at Westminster.”
Orientation memories: “My 
orientation experience was 
very enjoyable, and I was lucky 
enough to have a great room-
mate for two years on campus. 
One of my favorite freshman 
year memories was participat-
ing in a bucket drum line at 
Communiversity in Princeton 
in the spring.”

Jessica Williams
Sophomore
Major: Voice Performance
Reason for joining: “I love 
working with people. I work 
in the admissions office and 
helping those students get over 
their fears is really rewarding. I 
am really excited to get started.”
Orientation memories: “The 
whole week was awesome. But 
I really remember that last day 
of orientation. I already had to 
work. It really made me feel 
like an adult. But after work, 
I had the lip sync, and then it 
was all about the fun.”

Matthew Tully
Second-year Graduate
Major: Master of Music in Voice 
Pedagogy and Performance 
(Pedagogy emphasis)
Reason for joining: “I enjoy 
meeting new people, and want-
ed to be a part of welcom-
ing the new graduate class to 
Westminster and the Princeton 
area.”
Orientation memories: “It was 
a great time where I met great 
people. It laid the groundwork 
for new friendships, as well as 
bonds between classmates for 
the first year of my graduate 
study.  Plus, there were a lot of 
great Ultimate Frisbee games 
and good food.”

Serving Our StudentS
SOS leaders welcome new arrivals to Westminster

William Gotmer
Junior
Major: Organ Performance and Sacred 
Music
Reason for joining: “I did it last year 
and it is a lot of fun getting to know the 
freshmen and introducing them to life 
at Westminster.”
Orientation memories: “My orienta-
tion experience was great! I was pretty 
nervous coming [from] so far away 
alone, but things were good as soon as 
I arrived. Soon, I found out how spe-
cial our community is, and, as an SOS 
leader, I look forward to sharing that.”

Giancarlo D’Elia
Junior
Major: Voice Performance
Reason for joining: “This is my second 
year as an orientation staff leader. It’s 
a welcoming and nurturing place for 
musicians from all backgrounds and the 
friends and memories from this time 
will remain for years to come.”
Orientation memories: “I would say 
that freshman year truly solidified for 
me the importance of this chapter in my 
life as a musician and an adult.”

Jaclyn Beardsley
Senior
Major: Music Education
Reason for joining: “I wanted to get to 
know all of the new freshmen in a close 
capacity. Our campus is small anyway, 
so feeling a part of the community is a 
pretty important part of Westminster 
life, and I wanted to help the new stu-
dents feel just that.”

Matthew Astone
Sophomore
Major: Music Education (Voice              
primary)
Reason for joining: “I had such a great 
time at my orientation that I wanted to 
be able to spread the same feeling to the 
incoming class.”
Orientation memories: “My orienta-
tion experience was amazing. I already 
knew the campus really well but it was 
such an exciting experience to be there 
with everyone that I was going to be 
going to school with.” 

 With the start of a new school year comes a wave of freshmen and other students new to Rider. As they step onto campus for the first time, the SOS, the 
Westminster campus’ welcoming committee, helps them along. SOS is composed of nine eager students (featured below) who have made it their goal to make the 
transition to college as easy and enjoyable as possible for incoming students.        -Photos courtesy of Jessi Franko



As you pack up the bathing suits and break out the books, 
remember how lucky you are. Whether you are a fresh-
man or upperclassman, college is a unique opportunity 

that comes along only once. At Rider, we’re fortunate to have  
multiple opportunities to get involved, but so many students 
don’t. The experience is what you make of it, and there is no 
excuse for settling on just classes. Get an on-campus job, join a 
club or organization, and step out of your comfort zone because, 
after all, isn’t that what college is all about? 
 The Student Government Association hosts an Awareness 
Fair each year where all campus clubs and organizations recruit 
new members. Sign up for Student Entertainment Council, ask 
about the Equestrian Team or even learn about going Greek. 
Why not? This year’s Awareness Day is Thursday, Sept. 16, from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the Campus Mall (rain location is the 
SRC courts). 
 Rider prides itself on diversity, so learn something new 
outside of the classroom by talking to an international student 
about where they’re from, what they’re interested in or what 
they think of the United States. There are students from all over 
   — Italy, Morocco, Argentina, Turkey. You might find yourself a 
new friend, or maybe even get some ideas for studying abroad. 
 Forget about being a “broke college student.” Find a job on-
campus. Student Financial Services hosts a Student Employment 
Fair on Monday, Sept. 13, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the BLC’s 
Cavalla Room. Employment opportunities can be anything 
from working in the library to staffing the computer labs in the 
Fine Arts building to assisting in the mail room. 
 Like music? Support Westminster Choir College and attend 
the first Westminster Conservatory recital Thursday, Sept. 16, 
from 12:15 to 12:45 at Niles Chapel of Nassau Presbyterian 
Church at 61 Nassau Street St. in Princeton. The recital is free 
and features music from Westminster Conservatory faculty 
members. 
 So, whether you’re entering Rider as a freshman, or prepar-
ing to leave it as a senior, reinvent yourself. Use this year as 
an opportunity to meet new people and find out more about 
yourself. It’s all a learning experience. And remember, as Ferris 
Bueller once said, “Life moves pretty fast. If you don’t stop and 
look around once in a while, you could miss it.” Good luck and 
welcome!
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Editorial

New year brings 
about fresh start

E-mail us at:

ridernews@rider.edu; 
newssection@rider.edu;
featuressection@rider.edu; 
opinionsection@rider.edu;
sportssection@rider.edu

The Rider News, Ridge House
2083 Lawrenceville Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Phone: (609) 896-5256
Fax: (609) 895-5696

This weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion 
of The Rider News editorial board and is written 
by the Executive Editor, Allie Ward.

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to the editor 
from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s telephone number 
and e-mail address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks on individuals or groups 
are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters  to the editor for length, clarity, accuracy, gram-
mar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste and civility. Brevity is encouraged. All 
decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, which may reject any letter. Send to The 
Rider News via e-mail (ridernews@rider.edu), campus mail, or hand deliver to Ridge House. All let-
ters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding publication.
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 Students on Rider’s Lawrenceville campus 
have much to look forward to this fall as work 
begins on the new academic building and Bart 
Luedeke Center Theater expansion. Though it’s 
disappointing to see a design as grand as the 
original plan scaled down, faculty and students 
agreed that construction needed to begin as soon 
as possible to expand classroom space. The new 
plan also complements Memorial Hall, which 
risked appearing dwarfed next to a larger build-
ing. Rider may have been able to borrow an extra 
few million to secure funding for the original 
plan, which had practice, recording and rehearsal 
space, as well as a new theater. But, this would 
result in larger tuition hikes that hurt enroll-
ment goals, outweighing the benefits of the new   
building.
 Rider can also turn its attention to other 
priorities such as a new athletics arena, perhaps 
the university’s most important project yet. At a 
cost of around $12 million, it is in a range where 
shorter-term funding is feasible in this economy. 
In the long run, an arena could improve recruit-
ment for the Broncs, setting our basketball 
team up for the kind of success that brings 
national exposure to Rider, augmenting enroll-
ment. Schools such as Gonzaga, Marist and Saint 
Mary’s are testament to how athletics can trans-
form a university’s competitiveness. Athletics also 
are a key to better fundraising, which is vital as 
Rider is looking to expand its pool of resources 
and donations for a capital campaign.
 Performing Arts students who longed for 

the extra space should take heart that these perks 
will likely be revisited later on. However, deci-
sions remain to be made, such as whether the 
only space large enough for future building is 
the Campus Green, or in areas that may affect 
parking, such as behind the Fine Arts Building. 
Building on the Green raises concerns about ade-
quate commencement space, but the construc-
tion of an arena large enough to hold graduation 
ceremonies could solve this problem.
 Depending on what other campus needs 
may be, when Rider gets around to an extra 
theater and recording studios, maybe they can 
take form in a building that visually emphasizes 
renewal and a commitment to student-centered-
ness. In light of aesthetic features absent in aca-
demic buildings on the Lawrenceville campus, 
more ornate architecture could be of benefit, and 
the original design for the new academic building 
obviously intended to address this.
 Regardless of what kind of project the uni-
versity opts for, it’s worth noting that, should the 
economy remain sluggish, future delays for fun-
draising won’t be as detrimental, now that Rider 
is accommodating the necessities of classrooms 
and theater renovations. What students should 
appreciate from the construction currently taking 
place is that our fine university is flourishing.

-Tom Scully,
Junior public relations major
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Field hockey highlights fall sports season
 Fall sports are back in 
action and the Broncs are look-
ing to kick off the athletic year 
right. The talent-heavy teams 
include men’s and women’s soc-
cer, men’s and women’s cross 
country, men’s and women’s 
tennis, volleyball, golf and, of 
course, field hockey. To top 
things off, 2010 marks the 
inaugural season of the new and 
advanced turf field, giving the 
fall squads a top-notch home 
surface.
 The field hockey team will 
look to continue its dominance 
after posting an impressive 17-2 
record last season. The team 
will have some motivation after 
ending last year with a disap-
pointing upset loss in its first 
postseason game and its expec-
tations are set high right from 
the start, as it is picked to finish 
atop the conference.
 On Sunday, Aug. 29, the 
team won its first game con-
vincingly over La Salle, 4-1, and 
then shut out Colgate, 5-0, in 
its home opener last Saturday. 
Its next game will be tomorrow 
at Delaware. 
 Most of the talent is return-
ing, as there were only four 
seniors on last year’s roster. 
Among those four, however, 

was starting goalkeeper Lyndsie 
Johnson. Johnson was a wall in 
the net for the Broncs and now 
they are left with a hole to fill. 
Junior Rebecca Lotito is com-
peting for that role. 
 “I am working hard to take, 
maintain and stabilize my posi-
tion,” Lotito said. 
 Lotito was the backup to 
Johnson for two years, and 
hopes that experience will help 
her succeed. She’s also set the 
bar high for the Broncs. 
 “As long as I train hard and 
keep trying my best I know I 
will succeed,” she said. “We are 
the NEC pick for first in the 
conference and I expect noth-
ing less from our team. We have 
worked hard and will continue 
to work hard in order to achieve 
that goal.” 
 The golf team hopes to 
build off its strong finish last 
season. Last fall, the team fin-
ished in the middle of the pack 
for the majority of the season. 
In the spring, the team was up 
and down. However, it ended 
the year with a third-place fin-
ish in the MAAC champion-
ships. The team will be trying to 
take that experience and trans-
late it into a winning season. 
Unfortunately, it will be doing 
so without last year’s leader, 
grad student Eric LeFante, who 

put together a brilliant final 
season. Its first tournament of 
the season will be the Rutgers 
Invitational in New Brunswick 
on Friday. 
 The volleyball team is pre-
paring to bounce back after 
a down year. The team only 
lost three seniors last year and 
has four this year. With gradu-
ate student Alex Chapla, this 
team is full of seasoned play-
ers. The combination of talent 
and experience is at a peak for 
this team, and that could be 
its recipe for success. The team 
has also brought in three fresh-
men that it hopes will have 
an immediate impact. Its next 
game is tonight at home against 
Temple. 
 The tennis teams are in 
the same boat as volleyball. 
They will both be attempting 
to rebound after a disappoint-
ing season but appear to have  
bright futures. The men’s team 
lost only three players from last 
year’s team, while the women’s 
team only lost two. For the 
men, senior Rob Olsen will 
have to lead the way. 
 “As captain, I hope my 
efforts have a trickle down 
effect on the team to promote 
more engaged practices,” Olsen 
said. “I am excited to see how 
the team gels together.” 

 There is certainly a level of 
enthusiasm toward this season. 
The men kick off their season 
next Wednesday at Lafayette. 
 For the women, seniors 
Stephanie Renzo and Mallory 
Garbaravage will look to lead 
the young team. They start 
their year Thursday, Sept. 16, 
at home against Holy Family. 
 The cross country teams 
were consistently solid for most 
of last season. They will also 
bring back a strong core as 
they’ve only lost a combined 
six seniors, four on the women’s 
side and two on the men’s. The 
two young teams will be led by 
seniors Christian Gonzalez and 
Chelsea Callan. The two leaders 
have high hopes for this season. 
 “The team is looking really 
strong this year and we have all 
of our top runners returning 
from last year,” Gonzalez said.
 Both teams’ next meet will 
be Saturday as they compete in 
the Fordham Invite. 
 The women’s soccer team 
improved greatly last season 
and finished strong by winning 
three of its last five regular sea-
son games. Last year, however, 
more than half the team con-
sisted of freshmen. This year’s 
more experienced team, led by 
a small collection of seniors, 
will look to continue improv-

ing. 
 “Having every player on 
the team with the ability to 
contribute on the field is great 
and will definitely help us 
toward our goal of a MAAC 
championship,” senior forward 
Lauren Musumeci said.  
 The team will look to take 
a step toward that goal today as 
it travels to take on Delaware.
 The men’s soccer team has 
also improved greatly. After los-
ing just two seniors and most of 
its starters returning, this team 
is confident that it is still mov-
ing up. 
 Senior captain Jim Bradley 
has set lofty goals for his team. 
 “Returning nine starters 
and a lot of guys who got a 
great amount of playing time 
last year, we hope to make the 
playoffs,” Bradley said. 
 In order for the team to 
reach the postseason it must 
be one of the top four teams 
in the MAAC conference, a 
drastic but realistic goal. The 
next men’s soccer game will be 
at home on Tuesday against 
Mount St. Mary’s. 
 With a group of ever-
improving teams, Rider’s 2010 
fall athletic season should be an 
exciting one. 
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a couple more plays defensively, 
but they were the better team,” 
Davis said. 
 Against 17th-ranked Rice 
in Rider’s next game, the Broncs 
were simply overmatched, los-
ing 19-1, leaving Rider with  a 
36-23 record on the season.
 The Broncs saw a lot of its 
players win individual accolades 
throughout the season, high-

lighted by Albee being named 
Rider Athlete of the Year and 
to the NCAA Austin Regional 
All-Tournament Team. Thomas 
was named MAAC Pitcher of 
the Year and the New Jersey 
Division I Pitcher of the Year. 
He also was named to the 
2010 ABCA/Rawlings All-
East Region First Team and 
his name will now appear on 
the All-America ballot. Thomas 
had a 9-3 record with an earned 
run average of 4.14.
 Rider saw six players gradu-

ate in May but has a lot of 
key players returning, includ-
ing a handful of players such 
as Thomas and Albee who won 
the MAAC Championship 
three years ago only to see the 
team falter in the following 
postseason. 
 “The pressure isn’t win-
ning. It is preparing and focus-
ing; if you are prepared and 
focused you can just go out and 
play and have fun,” Davis said. 
“It’s easy getting to the top. It’s 
hard as heck to stay there.”

Dynasty
Continued from p. 8

points per game and dropped 
13 points in his first act.
 For the more talented and 
deeper Kings group, Thompson 
started three games, scoring 12 
on his opening night. 
 The summer league serves 
as a tryout for undrafted play-
ers for all organizations. Two 
teams wanted to further assess 
Thompson  — the Jazz and 
Kings. They sent him an invi-
tation to their training camps  
and Thompson accepted Utah’s 
for multiple reasons.
 “They told me they really 
liked me throughout the whole 
draft process and I like their 
coaching staff, players and the 
system they run,” he said.
 The Jazz are known for 
developing young, undrafted 
players and reports have indi-
cated that Head Coach Jerry 
Sloan and his staff are impressed 
with Thompson’s game. Utah 
has more roster space available, 
making his choice an easier one. 
According to Thompson, the 
training camp will include the 
entire Jazz team and will have 
the same feel as a preseason.
 The Mount Laurel native 
received offers to play pro-
fessionally in Israel, Turkey, 
Germany and a few other coun-
tries, but Thompson likes his 
current position.
 Prior to draft night, 

nbadraft.net stated that 
Thompson would be the best 
free agent gem while Jerry 
Reynolds, the Kings’ director of 
player personnel, said, “I don’t 
think there’s any doubt that 
it looks like he belongs on an 
NBA roster, if not this year, at 
some point.”
 He may not have done 
it the conventional way, but 
Thompson’s ultimate goal is 
within reach, and following 
camp, it may be reality.
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 Ryan Thompson’s extensive journey and aspiration 
to play with the best is still in progress. On June 24, 
the Rider grad’s goal of becoming an NBA draft pick 
fell short but the opportunity to accomplish his dream 
is still in sight.
 Thompson completed an action-packed, whirl-
wind-like summer in which he traveled across the 
country, from city to city, showcasing his game. The 
former Bronc worked out for 12 NBA teams prior to 
the draft, played in both the Orlando and Las Vegas 
NBA summer leagues and has now accepted an invita-
tion to the Utah Jazz training camp which starts on 
Sept. 28, hoping to gain a roster spot and sign an NBA 
contract with the Western Conference power. 
 Following a tremendous Portsmouth Invitational 
performance in April, Thompson’s draft status increased 
significantly and his name was on the radar of NBA 
personnel. This resulted in a busy yet beneficial sum-
mer for the 6’6” swingman, an experience he’ll never 
forget and isn’t finished with.
 “It’s a great feeling to have all this NBA experience 
and I am thankful for all the situations I have been put 
in,” he said.
 The first destination among many was a place he’s 
become quite familiar with: Sacramento. Thompson 
displayed his skills and strengths alongside other pros-
pects for the Kings, the organization that drafted his 
older brother 12th overall in 2008. His first profes-

sional workout was in the books and the immense 
amount of travel had now begun.
 Coming from a smaller, mid-major school, 
Thompson had the mindset of proving he belonged, 
no matter the size or name of the program he came 
from. Impressing throughout each workout, the ver-
satile performer’s stock was steadily rising and he was 
receiving solid feedback from scouts, general managers 
and executives. 
 “They told me that I will be fine and a good player 
in the NBA. I just need to find a team that really likes 
me,” said Thompson.
 Many believed the Rider product solidified himself 
in the draft while most experts viewed Thompson as 
a borderline late second-round pick to undrafted. He 
never heard his name called, but he remained upbeat.
 Thompson certainly caught the eye of many teams 
during his lengthy and well-traveled preparation. The 
Boston Celtics offered him a position on their Orlando 
summer league squad while the Kings gave him a 
spot on their Las Vegas team. Drafted or undrafted, 
Thompson knew he would have this opportunity, a 
certainty that kept him confident.
 “I wasn’t really worried because I knew I was going 
to get on a summer league team regardless,” he said.
 Thompson exhibited a well-rounded game for 
both teams and portrayed his terrific basketball IQ 
while being assertive. He started two of the four 
contests he played in for the Celtics, averaging 9.3 
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 When classes were end-
ing in the beginning of May 
and summer began for most 
students, the baseball team at 
Rider caught fire at the right 
time. The Broncs won 14 of the 
final 17 regular season games, 
giving Rider the third seed in 
the MAAC Tournament. The 
momentum from the end of 
the regular season carried over 
to the postseason as the Broncs 
won the MAAC Championship 
for the second time in three 
years.
 The Broncs faced Marist, 
the two seed, in the first game 
of the four-team, double-elimi-
nation tournament, beating the 
Red Foxes 10-7. Rider went 
on to defeat Canisius twice to 
be crowned conference cham-
pions. Canisius, the one seed in 
the tournament, lost to Rider 
10-5 in the first game before 
falling 4-2 in the final game of 

the tournament.
 The clinching win was 
Rider’s 10th in a row and the 
36th of the season, a new Rider 
record for wins in a season. It 
also gave the Broncs a berth 
into the NCAA Tournament.
 “We played decent for most 
of the season,” Head Coach 
Barry Davis said. “We lost some 
games early we probably should 
have won and that put us in 
a tough position late in the 
season. We were able to win 
eight of our last nine conference 
games to give us some momen-
tum going into the postseason.”

 Nick Wojnowski, who 
graduated in May, carried the 
Broncs in the first postseason 
game against Marist, hitting 
two home runs in the 10-7 win. 
Junior Brandon Cotton had 
three hits and two RBIs while 
senior Mike Thomas pitched 
into the eighth inning to pick 
up the win, his ninth of the 
season. 
 In its first matchup with 
Canisius, sophomore Mike 
Murphy threw seven solid 
innings, giving up only two 
runs while striking out seven. 
Senior A.J. Albee had three hits 

in the game including a three 
run home-run. Fellow senior 
Mason Heyne also had a solid 
game with two hits, two walks 
and an RBI in the 10-5 victory.
 Rider only managed three 
hits in its clinching 4-2 vic-
tory over Canisius, but the 
walks were the difference in the 
game with the Broncs draw-
ing 15 base on balls. Junior 
Patrick Devlin threw a gem 
for Rider, giving up two runs 
in eight innings while striking 
out a season-high seven batters. 
Sophomore Tyler Smith came 
in to pitch the ninth and picked 

up the save for the Broncs, his 
ninth of the season.
 Albee was named MVP of 
the MAAC Tournament, com-
piling six runs, five hits and 
four RBIs in the three games.
 The Broncs got a tough 
draw in the NCAA Tournament, 
going into the NCAA Austin 
Regional. The first game was 
against second-ranked Texas. 
Rider lost the game 11-0, but 
all of the runs Texas scored were 
with two outs.
 “I thought we played well 
against Texas. We could’ve made 

NBA.com

Ryan Thompson pushes the ball up court during his 
workout with the Portland Trailblazers on June 1.

Dynasty in the Making
Baseball 
wins second 
MAAC Title 
in three 
years

Stockton Photos/Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference

Rider celebrated its second MAAC Championship in three years after winning three games in a row in the MAAC Tournament. The 
Broncs beat the two seed, Marist, before taking down top-seeded Canisius twice to be crowned champions.

Thompson Jazzed about possible pro career

See Jazzed, p. 7

By Josh Veltrie
veltrie@theridernews.com

By Jordan Hall
halljo@theridernews.com

See Dynasty, p.7
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