
	
	
	

	 In	response	to	what	was	dubbed	by	
the	Office	of	 Information	Technologies	
(OIT)	a	“tsunami	of	spam,”	which	over-
took	 the	 old	 Webmail	 system,	 OIT	
quickly	 installed	a	new	e-mail	program	
just	in	time	for	students	as	they	moved	
back	onto	both	campuses.
	 Collaboration Suite,	 Rider’s	 new	
Webmail	 system	 manufactured	 by	
Zimbra,	 is	meant	 to	do	more	 than	 just	
send	and	receive	messages.	
	 “They	 really	 are	 developing	 with	
the	notion	in	mind	that	e-mail	 is	more	
than	just	e-mail,”	said	Carol	Kondrach,	
director	of	OIT.	“People	use	e-mail	 for	
lots	 of	 different	 things.	 And	 it’s	 really	
more	about	a	collaborative	environment	
rather	 than	 just	e-mail.	So	with	that	 in	
mind,	some	people	will	be	frustrated.”
	 Frustrated	is	not	the	word	for	some	
students,	who	seemed	to	be	more	upset	
about	the	blank	slate	provided	to	them	
on	the	new	Webmail	server.	
	 “I	like	it,	but	when	it	first	started,	it	
was	 really	 slow,”	 said	 sophomore	 Ellen	

Thompson.	 “The	 other	 thing	 I	 really	
don’t	 like	 is	 that	 my	 old	 messages	 are	
still	 in	Webmail	and	I	have	to	sit	 there	
and	forward	them	all	to	myself	and	then	
sort	 them	out.	 I	 think	 that’s	my	major	
issue.”
	 Kondrach	 said	 the	 transferral	 of	
messages	 was	 actually	 one	 of	 the	 main	
objectives	in	installing	the	new	Webmail,	
and	 OIT	 remains	 active	 in	 pursuing	 a	
realistic	solution	for	students.
	 “We	 do	 understand	 that	 it	 is	 the	
biggest	issue,	based	on	all	of	our	evalu-
ations,”	 Kondrach	 said.	 “We	 are	 con-
tinuing	 to	 work	 on	 it,	 we	 will	 have	
something	out	there	as	soon	as	we	make	
it	right.”
  The	 best	 solution	 out	 there	 right	
now,	according	to	Kondrach,	is	a	program	
from	 Mozilla	 known	 as	 Thunderbird.	
On	 Thunderbird,	 students	 can	 set	 up	
their	 old	 account	 and	 their	 new	 one,	
and	by	dragging	and	dropping	from	one	
account	 to	 another,	 their	 transferring	
angst	 is	 solved.	Thunderbird	 is	a	 free	e-
mail	client	that	can	be	downloaded	from	

You’ve Got New webmail

	 After	 spending	most	of	his	 childhood	playing	on	
beaches,	 it	 was	 only	 fitting	 to	 find	 Dr.	 Richard	 R.	
Alexander	 studying	 the	 predatory	 techniques	 of	 sea	
snails	and	other	wonders	of	the	ocean	at	Rider	for	25	
years.
	 Alexander,	 professor	 and	 chair	 of	 the	Geological,	
Environmental	 and	 Marine	 Sciences	 department	
(GEMS),	better	known	as	Alex	to	the	Rider	commu-
nity,	died	in	a	swimming	accident	while	vacationing	in	
St.	Lucia	with	his	wife,	Jeannie	Alexander,	on	Dec.	11,	
2006.	
	 Friends,	 family	 and	 Rider	 alumni	 from	 as	 far	 as	
Texas	 gathered	 in	Gill	Chapel	 last	Friday	 in	memory	
of	Alexander.	Dr.	Joseph	Nadeau,	dean	of	Liberal	Arts	
and	 Sciences,	 offered	 condolences	 to	 the	 Rider	 com-
munity	and	noted	Alexander’s	dedication	and	enthusi-
asm	to	both	his	research	and	students.		
	 “Alex	 always	 believed	 faculty	 should	 be	 the	 first	
into	 the	 water	 and	 the	 last	 to	 leave,”	 Nadeau	 said.	
“[Alex]	 was	 one	 of	 the	 most	 student-oriented	 faculty	
members	I’ve	ever	met.	It	does	help	to	know	that	Alex	
was	doing	something	he	truly	loved	at	the	time	of	his	
untimely	passing.”
	 While	 the	 cause	 of	 death	 was	 initially	 ruled	 a	
drowning,	 an	 autopsy	 later	 revealed	 there	was	 in	 fact	
no	water	in	Alexander’s	lungs.
	 “It	was	an	instantaneous	thing,”	said	Nadeau	in	an	

interview.	“Just	a	freak	accident.”
	 While	 swimming	 close	 to	 shore	 with	 his	 wife	
watching,	a	large	wave	knocked	into	Alexander,	pulling	
him	deeper	underwater.	As	a	result,	his	head	hit	a	hard	
object,	causing	his	neck	to	break.	
	 According	 to	 his	 wife,	 Alexander	 was	 extremely	
passionate	about	his	teaching.	
	 “He	especially	enjoyed	seeing	students	research	on	
the	undergrad	level,”	she	said.
	 Alexander’s	 love	 for	 teaching	 was	 most	 recently	

exemplified	 while	 preparing	 for	 a	 new	 course	 on		
dinosaurs.	 According	 to	 Colleen	 Dillon,	 administra-
tive	specialist	for	the	division	of	science,	Alexander	was	
particularly	interested	in	raptors.	
	 “His	eyes	lit	up	while	putting	everything	together,”	
said	Dillon.	“He’d	get	so	excited	that	he	just	could	not	
sit	in	his	office.”	
	 Alexander	 began	 his	 career	 at	 Rider	 in	 1981	 as	
an	 associate	 professor	 in	 the	 Geological	 and	 Marine	
Sciences	Department	 after	which	he	 rose	 to	 the	 rank	
of	 full	 professor	 in	 1986.	 He	 held	 the	 position	 of		
department	chair	from	1983	to	1991	and	again	from	
1993	until	his	death.
	 After	 serving	 nearly	 nine	 years	 as	 assistant	 dean	
of	 science	 in	 the	 College	 of	 Liberal	 Arts,	 Education	
and	Sciences,	Alexander	instead	chose	to	focus	on	his	
research	 and	 students.	 These	 were	 his	 two	 passions	
according	 to	 Dr.	 Jonathan	 Husch,	 newly	 appointed	
chair	of	GEMS	and	friend	and	colleague	of	Alexander’s	
for	more	than	25	years.	
	 “His	 research	 and	 his	 teaching,”	 Husch	 said.	
“These	were	the	things	he	was	most	passionate	about.	
He	 gave	 absolute	 commitment	 to	 his	 work	 and	 his	
students.”	
	 Alexander’s	dedication	and	commitment	were	not	
only	noticed	by	his	 fellow	colleagues,	but	by	his	 stu-
dents,	both	past	and	present	as	well.	Former	student	of		
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The old Webmail system (top) is history. The Office of Information  
Technologies has replaced it with a new one that offers more than just e-mail.  

  Visit the Rider News Online at www.rider.edu/ridernews/

The late Dr. Richard Alexander helps a student  
better understand the complexities of marine life.

Photo provided by  Jeannie Alexander 

Photo illustration by Karly Hamburg and Paul Szaniawski 

By Mike Caputo

New system designed
for more than e-mail

See Webmail, p. 5

Professor tragically dies in ‘freak’ water accident
By Olivia Tattory

See Alexander, p. 4
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	 For	 anyone	 who	 thinks	
dancing	 will	 get	 you	 nowhere,	
talk	 to	 the	 brothers	 of	 the	 Phi	
Beta	 Sigma	 (PBS)	 Step	 Team,	
“Dem	Boyz.”
	 Not	 only	 did	 they	 travel	
south	 to	 Atlanta	 to	 take	 part	
in	 the	 film	 Stomp the Yard,	
the	 brothers	 also	 traveled	 to	
our	 neighbors	 to	 the	 north,	
Canada,	to	appear	in	the	inde-
pendent	 film,	 How She Move, 
the	story	of	a	female	who	moves	
back	 to	 her	 old	 neighborhood	
to	rekindle	her	passion	for	com-
petitive	step	dancing.
	 The	 Sundance	 film	
was	 recently	 picked	 up	 for	
worldwide	 distribution	 by	
Paramount	 Vantage,	 according	
to	 the	 Canadian	 Broadcasting	
Corporation	web	site.
	 With	 Stomp the Yard, the	
PBS	 brothers	 only	 filmed	 for	
one	 day	 and	 did	 not	 feel	 like	
part	 of	 the	 movie.	 But	 How 
She Move	 was	 a	 very	 different	
experience	 with	 more	 filming	
time	 for	 the	 group,	 said	 team	
member	Quesi	Lewis.
	 “It	felt	like	we	were	actually	
the	movie	stars,”	he	said.	“They	
actually	catered	to	us.”
	 Although	 Lewis	 isn’t	 sure	
how	 much	 screen	 time	 he	 and	
the	 rest	 of	 the	 PBS	 brothers	
will	 get	 in	 this	 movie,	 he	 got	
about	 three	 seconds	 in	 Stomp 
the Yard.
	 “I	 saw	 myself	 because	 I	

knew	 where	 I	 was	 on	 set,”	 he	
said.	
	 At	least	he	saw	it	once.
	 “My	 mom	 said	 she	 was	
going	 to	 go	 see	 it,	 but	 she	
didn’t,”	he	said.	“She	just	waits	
until	she	sees	me	on	TV.”
	 She,	 along	 with	 millions	
of	 others,	 have	 seen	 them	 on	
television	 already.	 The	 team	
has	made	appearances	on	Fox’s	
Good Day New York and	ABC’s	
Live! With Regis and Kelly. They	
have	 also	 been	 in	 the	 Newark 
Star Ledger	 and	 most	 recently	
on	cable’s	News-12	New	Jersey.
	 The	team	was	also	featured	
in	an	ESPN	documentary,	orig-
inally	 shown	 Nov.	 25,	 during	
a	 competition	 where	 it	 took	
home	 first	 place	 and	 a	 gold-
finished	 Timberland	 to	 boot.	
Lewis	 plans	 on	 showing	 the	
documentary	 on	 campus	 at	 a	
later	date.
	 “We’re	getting	a	lot	of	con-
tacts	of	people	who	want	us	to	
step,”	he	said.
	 The	 brothers	 don’t	 even	
know	 if	 they	 made	 it	 into	 the	
credits	 of	 Stomp the Yard.	The	
50	 or	 more	 people	 who	 went	
with	 them	to	 see	 it	 in	 the	 the-
ater	left	at	the	end.
	 “We	 didn’t	 stay	 for	 the	
credits,”	he	said.	“We	were	too	
excited	and	went	in	the	hallway	
to	talk.”
	 If	 they	 make	 a	 Stomp the 
Yard 2,	Lewis	said	he	would	be	
willing	to	perform	again.
	 “It’s	like	You Got Served,	so	

I’m	pretty	sure	they	are	going	to	
make	a	sequel,”	he	said.
	 And	 what	 are	 the	 brothers	
of	 the	 PBS	 step	 team	 doing	
now?
	 “Right	 now	 we	 are	 work-
ing	on	our	next	show,”	he	said.	

“With	 this	 new	 show,	 we’ve	
topped	our	last	show.”
	 For	 more	 informa-
tion	 on	 the	 team,	 visit		
www.demboyzstep.com.

Wrong space

	 A	lazy	student	who	didn’t	
want	to	walk	from	the	parking	
lot	made	a	fake	handicapped	
sign	and	parked	behind	Olson	
Hall.	 While	 on	 patrol	 on	
Sunday,	Jan.	28,	at	8:26	a.m.,		
Public	Safety	noticed	a	non-
state	 issued	 placard	 on	 the		
passenger	front	seat	of	the	car.		
	 Public	Safety	located	the	
male	 student,	 who	 admitted	
he	 found	 it	 on	 the	 Internet	
and	 printed	 it	 out.	 It	 was	
confiscated	 and	 the	 student	
was	charged	by	the	University	
with	 personal	 misrepresenta-
tion.

Stolen property

	 A	 student’s	 visit	 down	
the	 hall	 led	 to	 credit	 cards	
disappearing	 at	 University	
House.	 On	 Saturday,	 Jan.	
27,	sometime	between	12:30		
a.m.	 and	 3:20	 a.m.,	 a	 cred-
it	 card	 holder	 containing	
several	 cards	 and	 a	 driver’s	
license	 was	 stolen	 from	 a	
male’s	 room.	 Police	 services	
were	 offered	 and	 accepted.		
	 The	next	day,	a	UNICCO	
employee	 found	 the	 holder	
and	 turned	 it	 in.	 There	 is	
no	 further	 information	 to	
report.

Mistaken identity

	 A	case	of	mistaken	iden-
tity	 led	 to	 a	 male	 getting	
punched	 in	 the	 face	 while	
talking	 to	 his	 girlfriend.	 On	
Saturday,	 Jan.	 27,	 at	 12:55	
a.m.,	 Public	 Safety	 received	
an	 anonymous	 call	 about	 a	
fight	 at	 University	 House.		
	 Upon	 arrival,	 the		
officers	noticed	several	people	
fleeing	 from	 the	 scene.	 The	
victim	stated	that	the	alleged	
attacker	 confronted	 the		
victim	 and	 his	 girlfriend	
because	the	man	thought	the	
victim	and	the	girlfriend	did	
not	know	each	other.
	 The	 victim	 was	 then	
struck	over	 the	 left	 eye.	The	
attacker	is	described	as	5	feet	
8	inches	tall,	with	a	medium	
build	 and	 dirty	 blond,	 curly	
hair.	 Anyone	 with	 informa-
tion,	call	Lawrence	Township	
Police	at	896-1111	or	Public	
Safety	at	x.	5029.

-	Compiled	by	Jeff	Frankel

Security BriefS

Information	 provided	 by	 Director	
of	 Rider’s	 Department	 of	 Public	
Safety	Vickie	Weaver.
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Winter Wonder
Ice sculptures gave the campus a chill on Sunday, Jan. 
28, for this year’s “Frozen Fun” Winter Weekend, which 
began on Friday, Jan. 26. Other activities included an ice  
hockey game between Rider and The College of New Jersey,  
and a Bronc Buffet on Friday; a ski trip to Camelback, a  
performance by hypnotist Steve Atwood and an All Ages 
Dance Party on Saturday; and a Winter Brunch on Sunday. 

Step team stomps into two movies
By Jeff Frankel

Quesi Lewis (front) and the Phi Beta Sigma Step Team, “Dem 
Boyz,” continue to step hard for their next performance. 

Photo by Karly Hamburg

Free HIV testing and blood drive

	 	The	Student	Health	Center	will	be	conducting	free	HIV	
testing	on	Wednesday,	Feb.	7.	Call	x.	5060	to	schedule	an					
appointment.	
	 Also,	a	blood	drive	will	be	taking	place	on	Tuesday,	Feb.	6,	
and	Wednesday,	Feb.	7,	 from	3	p.m.	to	9	p.m.	 in	the	Cavalla	
Room.	
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	 For	 most	 college	 students,	 winter	
break	is	a	time	to	relax	and	forget	about	
their	studies	for	a	few	weeks.
	 But	 that	 is	not	how	seven	 students	
would	 describe	 their	 time	 away	 from	
the	 University.	 Instead	 of	 having	 the	
typical	 break,	 they	 traveled	 to	 Jamaica	
with	the	Rev.	Nancy	Schluter,	Protestant	
chaplain,	 and	 Donald	 Brown,	 director	
of	 the	 Center	 for	 Multicultural	 Affairs	
and	 Community	 Service,	 where	 they	
touched	the	lives	of	many	locals.
	 “We	 had	 the	 chance	 to	 experience	
a	wonderfully	different	culture	than	our	
own,”	 said	 junior	 Jennifer	 Chevalier.	
“Even	though	we	only	spent	two	and	a	
half	weeks	 there,	 I	 feel	as	 if	we	made	a	
positive	 impact	on	all	of	 the	people	we	
met.”
	 From	 Jan.	 8	 to	 Jan.	 12,	 the		
students	 worked	 during	 the	 day	
with	 residents	 of	 Pringle	 Home	 for	
Children,	 which	 provides	 assistance	
to	 abandoned,	 orphaned	 and	 street		
children.	 The	 students	 tutored	 classes	
based	 on	 their	 skills	 and	 interests	 at	
Carron	 Hall	 Infant	 School	 or	 Carron	
Hall	 High	 School.	 When	 classes	 were	
over,	 students	 then	 spent	 quality	 time	
with	 the	 children,	 teaching	 them		
ballet	 and	 salsa,	 reading	magazines	 and		
chatting.	
	 Schluter	 said	 it	was	 important	 that	
the	students	interacted	with	the	children	
from	Pringle	Home.	
	 “It	 gives	 [the	 orphans]	 individual	
attention,	 love,	 people	 to	 play	 games	
with	 and	 people	 to	 listen	 to	 their		
stories,”	she	said.	
	 Schluter	 added	 that	 items,	 such	

as	 games,	 books	 and	 new	 clothing	 are		
collected	throughout	the	year	at	Rider	to	
bring	to	the	children	at	Pringle	Home.
	 Following	 their	 time	 at	 Pringle	
Home,	 the	 students	 then	 journeyed	
north	 to	Ocho	Rios.	Here,	 they	 taught	
at	either	the	Iona	Preparatory	School	or	
the	 Iona	 High	 School	 from	 Jan.	 15	 to	
Jan.	18.	
	 According	 to	 Schluter,	 Ocho	 Rios	
is	more	upscale	and	is	what	she	calls	“a	
tourist	mecca.”	The	students	at	the	Iona	
schools	did	not	need	the	same	items	as	
the	orphans	did,	she	said.	
	 “What	 they	 needed	 the	 most	 was	
to	 hear	 from	 our	 college	 students	 how	
important	 education	 is	 in	 their	 lives,”	
said	Schluter.

	 Rider	students	enjoyed	teaching	and	
interacting	with	the	children.
	 “I	rarely	find	people	as	sweet	as	the	
kids	that	I	found	up	there,”	said	sopho-
more	 Joshabel	 De	 La	 Cruz.	 “They	 are	
kids	that	really	touched	my	heart.”
	 Schluter	 has	 coordinated	 the	
Jamaican	 service	 program	 since	 1990.	
Brown	 joined	 her	 as	 co-coordinator	 in	
1997.	Both	have	taken	the	journey	with	
students	for	the	past	11	years.	
	 According	 to	 Brown,	 the	 program	
enhances	 what	 is	 taught	 at	 Rider	 by	
extending	 what	 is	 learned	 in	 the	 class-
room	to	the	community.		
	 “All	 Rider	 students	 should		
compliment	 their	 classroom	 learning	
with	 direct	 real-life	 experience,”	 said	

Brown.	“It	is	not	only	important	a	student		
confirm	 theory	 through	 experience	but	
also	 he	 or	 she	 practice	 how	 to	 learn	
through	experience.”
	 Students	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	
share	 what	 they	 learned	 at	 discussion	
sessions	 held	 on	 site	 and	 upon	 return.	
Topics	 discussed	 included	 examination	
of	 Jamaican	 culture	 and	 economy,	 and	
the	 impact	 of	 poverty	 on	 education,	
as	 well	 as	 comparison	 of	 Jamaican	 and	
American	culture.	
	 Chevalier	 said	 she	 and	 the	 other	
students	not	only	learned	about	Jamaica	
but	also	about	themselves.
	 “I	have	gained	so	much	more	 than	
I	 ever	 thought	possible,”	 she	 said.	 “We	
each	 grew	 as	 individuals,	 and	 for	 me	
personally,	I	learned	more	about	my	love	
of	teaching.”
	 The	 Jamaica	 service	 program	 is	
part	of	IND	210,	Global	Encounter:	A	
Cultural	Experience	by	Travel.	Students	
will	 receive	 three	 credits	 for	 attend-
ing		three	seminars,	reading	information	
about	Jamaican	culture	prior	to	the	trip,	
keeping	 a	 journal	 of	 their	 experiences	
and	writing	a	final	paper.		 	
	 But	the	trip	to	Jamaica	is	more	than	
just	credit.	
	 “I	 hope	 we	 all	 learned	 we	 are	 so	
fortunate	to	 live	here	 in	the	U.S.,”	said	
senior	 Katherine	 Santana.	 “There	 may	
be	 some	 turmoil	 we	 have,	 [but]	 we	
have	not	 suffered	 from	 it	 as	bad	as	 the	
Jamaicans	have.”	
	 De	 La	 Cruz	 feels	 the	 same	 way	
about	her	experience.	
	 “It	 truly	 showed	 me	 that	 I	 must	
value	what	I	have,	and	that	every	action	
that	 you	 do	 is	 a	 reflection	 of	 your		
character.”
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Students venture to Jamaica, enrich many lives
By Steph Mostaccio

Junior Nilsa Britto tutors a child at Pringle Home for Children in Kingston,  
Jamaica, over break. Six other students joined her on this service learning trip.

Photo provided by Jenna Piccolomini 
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Alexander’s and Rider alumnus 
Dr. Gregory P. Dietl, ’95, noted 
Alexander as a major influence 
in both his professional and 
personal life.
 “His support and confi-
dence in me was a great moti-
vator,” Dietl said. “There was 
never a dividing line between 
his research and his teaching. 
I never stopped learning from 
Alex, even after I left Rider.”
 Carey Sliko, a junior 
marine science and biology 
double major, acknowledged  
Alexander as a key factor in her 
decision to attend Rider.
 “I remember driving home 
with my mother [after a visit 
with Alexander] and saying, 
‘I’m going to go to college at 
Rider,’” Sliko said. “He was 
basically the reason I decided to 

come to Rider.”
 According to Sliko, 
Alexander’s enthusiasm and 
passion for teaching was most 
vividly expressed when working 
directly with students. While in 
Bermuda this past summer for 
a two-week marine field course, 
Sliko remembers Alexander as a 
key member.
 “Alex was always the one 
leading the group, both to and 
from the site,” Sliko said. “We 
sometimes had to almost run 
to keep up with him. But that’s 
just Alex.”
 Throughout his many 
years of teaching, Alexander  
sponsored dozens of indepen-
dent research projects for his 
students and even co-authored 
numerous papers in profes-
sional journals with them. He 
also published more than 100 
papers and abstracts throughout 
his career, which earned him a 
worldwide reputation among 

those in his profession.
 As a permanent memo-
rial to Alexander, the marine 
aquarium laboratory of GEMS 
will be renamed the “Richard 
R. Alexander Marine Aquarium 
Laboratory,” upon its reloca-
tion to the first floor in the 
Science building,  possibly this  
summer.
 The laboratory will fea-
ture interior windows, allowing 
visitors to observe from the  
hallway.
 In addition to his wife,  
Alexander is survived by his 
children, Curtis R. Alexander 
and Denise J. Alexander; his 
father, Robert R. Alexander; 
and his brother, R. Russell 
Alexander.
 Donations made in  
Alexander’s memory will  
benefit the “Richard R. 
Alexander Marine Aquarium 
Laboratory” fund. 

 
 
 

 Few people comprehend 
how organs form in the begin-
ning of life.
 Biology Department 
Chairperson Dr. Julie 
Drawbridge, who has 
been studying the  
process of embryonic cell  
migration during kidney duct 
formation since 1997, has  
discovered much information 
about the elementary stages of 
life. 
 “We have uncovered some 
of the mechanisms that drive 
cell migration during forma-
tion of the kidney duct in 
amphibians,” said Drawbridge. 
“This work has helped to show 
that similar mechanisms are 
at work during kidney forma-
tion in humans and all other  

vertebrates.”
 The National Science 
Foundation’s (NSF) Research 
at Undergraduate Institutions 
(RUI) program provided 
Drawbridge with her third grant 
since 2000 for her research. The 
latest grant, awarded in 2006, 
is for $227,000 and will be 
awarded over the next three 
years. The National Institutes 
of Health and the New Jersey 
Commission on Cancer 
Research have previously fund-
ed Drawbridge’s research.
 “The level of funding for 
the Biology Department is 
extraordinary for an institution 
of Rider’s size,” Drawbridge 
said. 
 According to the NSF 
Awards database, there are 
approximately 10 grants for 
developmental biology in the 
country. Drawbridge has two of 

them.
 “You have to apply for NSF 
research grants,” she said.  “The 
proposal is a detailed descrip-
tion of what your research has 
already accomplished, the new 
questions you will be asking 
and a description of the experi-
ments you will perform to 
answer these new questions.”
 Experts will review the pro-
posals and decide if the project 
will receive funding.
 Drawbridge said her 
research has two areas of focus.  
 “My students and I will 
conduct a comparative study 
on the embryos of frogs and 
salamanders to determine 
how different amphibians are  
constructing the kidney duct,” 
she said. 
 The second area is more 
exploratory.  
 “We will also investi-

gate how the cells begin to  
communicate with their  
destination tissue to actually 
make the conduit for urine 
to get out of the body,” said 
Drawbridge. “Very little is 
known about this process.”
 Since 1996, the eight-
member Biology Department 
has received more than $4.4  
million in grant research —  
$1.14 million being used in  
current research.
 Drawbridge has not had to 
conduct all of this research on 
her own.  
 “It is important to me that 
this is a real scientific project, 
and students enter at different 
parts of the project,” she said.  
 Her current group  
comprises five students and 
one recent graduate. The team 
includes James Leone, a junior 
English and biology double 

major; Heather Landis, a junior 
English major; Kristine Casal, 
a junior biology major; April 
Kmetz, a senior biopsychology 
major; and Lauren Sferrazza, 
a sophomore biology major. 
Vanessa Gerrard, who gradu-
ated in 2005, serves as the lab 
technician.
 Leone said his participation 
in the research project provides 
results.
 “I learn so much from 
being in the lab so frequently 
and I find [it] to be therapeutic 
when the semester gets stress-
ful,” said Leone.
 Drawbridge sees the  
participation of students as 
beneficial.
 “They are all trying to 
understand the same phenom-
enon,” said Drawbridge. “This 
is a really neat thing for them 
to be part of.”
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New semester, new sign
Jay Kolczynski, a repairman from Kubiak Electric, installs the new South  
Entrance sign during winter break. The sign was destroyed last semester  
when a visitor from McGuire Air Force Base crashed his 1999 Grand Prix into 
it.  A temporary banner covered the ruins until the new sign was installed.  

AlexAnder
Continued from p. 1
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Drawbridge receives third grant in six years
By Julia Ernst

Great Summer Jobs
Available Now!

 • group counselors • sports counselors
• pool staff • gymnastics instructors •  arts

& crafts & performing arts instructors

P.O. Box 3, Rte. 518 • Hopewell, NJ 08525

Call for more information or to
arrange an interview (609) 466-1212

Maintenance positions starting in May.

www.ramblingpines.com
e-mail us at: funsummers@aol.com

Rambling Pines Day Camp is looking for
responsible, fun, enthusiastic people to be...

StudentS, SGA cAn 
‘MAke it HAppen’
 Students will have the opportunity 
to voice their concerns to Senate on 
Thursday, Feb. 8, in Daly’s and the 
Commuter Lounge, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
 The entrance of Daly’s and a wall 
in the commuter lounge will be covered 
with paper. Students can anonymously 
post concerns with provided markers. 

populAr GAMe SHow 
coMeS to rider

 The classic game show “We Can 
Make You Laugh” will take place at 
the Bart Luedeke Center Theater on 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, at 10 p.m. For the first 
hour, three comedians will perform 
stand-up acts. In the second hour, cho-

sen contestants will have a chance to 
win $50 if the comedian fails to make 
them laugh. 

cHArity dAnce-A-tHon 
toniGHt At Src
 The Rider Rumba Big 
Brothers Big Sisters Dance-
A-Thon will be tonight from  
6 p.m. through midnight in the Student 
Recreation Center.  The highest fund-
raiser wins a nine-day Caribbean cruise 
for two, which will be announced at the 
end of the night. There will be free food 
from Wawa and Subway, pizza, T-shirts 
and many great prizes.  
 Students can register and donate 
ahead of time at www.rider.kintera.org 
or from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. tonight in the 
SRC. Competitions begin at 8 p.m. All 
proceeds go to Big Brothers Big Sisters 
and can be submitted by cash, check or 
credit card at the event.

At A glance
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mozilla.org.
	 Sounds	easy,	but	Kondrach	
indicated	 that	 this	 might	 be	 a	
hardship	 for	 those	 who	 hadn’t	
used	 a	 client	 before	 (programs	
such	 as	 Microsoft	 Outlook	 or	
Macintosh	Mail).	It	also	causes	
problems	with	dating	messages.		
	 According	 to	 Kondrach,	
OIT	 will	 perform	 an	 update	
on	 Thursday,	 Feb.	 8,	 which	
will	make	the	transferral	process	
easier	for	students.	
	 “This	 update	 will	 also	 fix	
many	of	the	Webmail	problems	
students	 have	 reported	 to	 date	
and	give	students	the	ability	to	
transfer	mail	 from	 the	old	 stu-
dent	server	right	 from	the	new	
Webmail,”	said	Kondrach.		
	 During	 the	 update,	 which	
will	 take	 place	 that	 day	 from	
5	 a.m.	 to	 about	 9	 a.m.,	 the	

student	Webmail	system	will	be	
down.
	 Some	 students,	 like	 junior	
Travis	 Bishop,	 are	 actually	
relieved	 that	 the	 old	 messages	
weren’t	 relocated	 to	 the	 new	
server.
	 “I	 like	 it	 because	 I	 never	
deleted	 anything	 from	 my	 old	
Webmail,”	 Bishop	 said.	 “I	 had	
like	 1,200	 e-mails.	 It’s	 a	 nice	
fresh	 start,	 and	 it	 looks	 nicer		
—	so	that’s	a	start.”
	 Selecting	 a	 model	 for	 the	
new	 web	 server	 was	 a	 rigor-
ous	 task	 for	Kondrach	and	 the	
rest	 of	 OIT,	 but	 according	 to	
Kondrach,	it	may	have	been	as	
simple	as	a	company	answering	
the	phone.
	 “Number	one	is	the	simple	
things	 —	 call	 and	 make	 sure	
someone	 answers	 the	 phone	
and	 can	 help	 you,”	 Kondrach	
said.	Out	of	 the	 three	 finalists,	
Zimbra	 was	 the	 most	 recep-
tive	to	inquiries	from	OIT.	But	

obviously,	there	were	numerous	
other	qualities.
	 	Economically,	the	purchase	
of	 Zimbra	 fit	 within	 OIT’s	
budget,	 said	 Kondrach.	 She	
said	 the	 estimated	 cost	 of	 the	
entire	 package,	 which	 includes	
all	 hardware,	 software,	 back-
up,	 etc.,	 was	 about	 $60,000.	
Kondrach	 pointed	 out	 the	
old	 Webmail	 server	 that	 was	
deployed	 in	 1992-1993	 cost	
about	$100,000	at	the	time.	
	 A	 main	 culprit	 for	 the	
destruction	 of	 the	 old	 mail	
server	 was	 the	 influx	 of	 spam,	
also	 known	 as	 junk	 mail.	 The	
new	Rider	Webmail	is	set	up	to	
combat	spam.	
	 On	 the	 interface,	 there	 is	
a	 tab	 named	 junk	 set	 up	 for	
students	 to	 put	 their	 spam	 in.	
When	 a	 student	 sends	 a	 mes-
sage	to	the	junk	folder,	it	alerts	
OIT’s	spam	server.
	 “It’s	 not	 like	 you	 are	
doing	 this	 thing	 locally,	 you	
are	 impacting	 your	 envi-
ronment,”	 said	 Kondrach.		
	 According	to	Kondrach,	the	
new	server	has	aided	in	a	large-
scale	 reduction	 of	 spam.	 Most	
of	 the	 spam	doesn’t	even	make	
it	 into	 the	 server	 anymore,	 she	
said.	
	 Faculty	 and	 staff	 are	 not	
yet	hooked	up	to	the	new	mail	
server.	 Kondrach	 said	 OIT	
wants	 to	wait	 and	 see	how	 the	
new	 system	 works	 out	 with	
students.	The	 targeted	 time	 to	
switch	 over	 faculty	 and	 staff	 is	
this	summer.	
	 Students	 with	 Webmail	
problems	 should	 call	 the	 OIT	
Help	Desk	at	x.	3000.	
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In celebration of Black History 
Month, during the month of 
February, The	Rider	News will 
highlight one or two prominent 
figures in black history each 
week. This week’s spotlight is 
on Crispus Attucks. Next week, 
another section will carry the 
story.

	 Crispus	 Attucks	 was	 said	
to	 be	 a	 runaway	 slave	 who	
began	 his	 life	 as	 a	 whaler	 and	
rope-maker	 in	 Boston.	 Not	
much	of	his	early	life	has	been	
documented;	 however,	 his	 life	
proves	 to	 be	 a	 lot	 less	 impor-
tant	than	his	death.	On	March	
2,	1770,	a	soldier	beat	up	a	boy	
when	 the	 boy	 confronted	 the	
soldier	about	an	unpaid	barber	

bill.		
	 Three	days	later	on	March	
5,	 Attucks	 and	 his	 men	 con-
fronted	 the	 British	 soldiers	 of	
the	29th	Regiment	in	front	of	
the	 Old	 State	 House.	 Court	
documents	show	Attucks	is	the	
first	to	die	in	what	was	known	
as	 the	 Boston	 Massacre.	 This	
event	 acted	 as	 the	 catalyst	 for	
the	 American	 Revolutionary	
War.	
	 Some	 regarded	 Attucks	 as	
a	villain	for	his	violence;	others	
viewed	him	as	a	hero.	Despite	
the	 controversy	 of	 blacks	 not	
having	 equal	 rights	 and	 the	
obvious	 racism	 at	 the	 time,	
Attucks	 was	 buried	 with	 the	
other	men	who	died	during	the	
Boston	Massacre.	He	is	viewed	
as	 a	 martyr	 whose	 actions	
weren’t	 necessarily	 focused	 on	

particular	 ethnic	 groups	 but	
rather	 as	 a	 revolutionary	 of	
American	society.		 	
	 A	 “Crispus	 Attucks	 Day”	
was	inaugurated	by	black	abo-
litionists	in	1858,	and	in	1888,	
the	Crispus	Attucks	Monument	
was	 erected	 on	 the	 Boston	
Common,	 despite	 the	 oppo-
sition	 of	 the	 Massachusetts	
Historical	Society	and	the	New	
England	Historic	Genealogical	
Society,	which	regarded	Attucks	
as	a	villain.

Webmail
Continued from p. 1

•  Go directly to graduate school and receive 
a scholarship based on achievement in
your undergraduate degree program.

•  Learn from faculty with both academic 
and professional accomplishments.

•  Get a “hands-on” learning experience.

•  Utilize our convenient class schedule.

•  Earn a graduate degree in: 
Business Administration, Communication,
Computer Science, Criminal Justice,
Education, English, History, Liberal Arts,
Nursing, Professional Counseling,
Psychological Counseling, Public Policy,
Social Work, or Software Engineering.

You’re proud of the academic achievement you attained 
while earning your undergraduate degree. We are too. 

At Monmouth University, we have established the 
Graduate Fellowship Award to acknowledge that achievement. 

Take the first step toward a graduate degree from 
Monmouth University. Give your career a head start 

in knowledge, position, and income. 

West Long Branch, New Jersey 
800-693-7372

www.monmouth.edu

� RAKESH NANDISH
M.S. in Computer Science

� PAM SZABO
M.S.Ed. in Principal Track

Monmouth University 
Graduate Fellowship Award

Interested in running 
for the position of 
Executive Editor for 
The Rider News? 

Contact Mike Caputo at 
x. 5337. 

Crispus Attucks

By Azariah S. Santoli

Celebrating Black History

20207p4.indd   5 2/1/07   9:46:14 PM



	 An	aspiring	producer	of	documentary	and	 televi-
sion	named	Tyler	finally	landed	the	job	of	his	dreams	
—	a	 chance	 for	 a	 sports	 enthusiast	 to	produce	 a	 10-
minute	film	to	promote	the	Olympic	spirit.	The	medi-
um:	Time	Square’s	Jumbotron.	The	pay:	six	figures.	
	 By	 the	 way	 …	 he	 passed	 it	 up.	Yeah,	 two	 hours	
before	 the	 young	 dreamer	 from	 Minnesota	 received	
that	offer,	he	already	signed	on	to	venture	into	the	real	
world.	 But	 this	 wasn’t	 the	 real	 world	 that	 you	 and	 I	
look	at	everyday,	this	Real World	that	24-year-old	Tyler	
Duckworth	decided	to	take	on	was	in	Key	West	—	in	
a	 house	 filled	 with	 seven	 strangers	 being	 watched	 by	
millions	of	viewers.
	 “Needless	 to	 say,	 I	 was	 so	 excited	 about	 The 
Real World	 after	having	 to	pass	up	 that	opportunity,”	
Duckworth	 sarcastically	 told	 an	 intimate	 audience	
of	 about	 30	 students	 in	 the	 Bart	 Luedeke	 Center	
Theater.
	 Duckworth,	 who	 was	 the	 sole	 gay	 member	 of	
The	 Real World: Key West	 cast,	 addressed	 students	 on	
Tuesday,	 Jan.	 30,	 about	 The Real World,	 and	 more	
importantly,	about	the	real	world	that	college	students	
face	after	graduation.	
	 Duckworth	 graduated	 from	 Tufts	 University	 in	
2004,	and	admitted	that	life	for	a	gay	man	in	a	liberal	

area	such	as	Boston	tends	to	be	much	different	than	on	
other	college	campuses.	
	 “I	went	to	Tufts	and	it’s	an	incredible	environment	
there,	 very	 safe,	 very	 open,”	 Duckworth	 said	 in	 an	
interview	before	his	lecture.	“Whereas	in	other	univer-
sities,	that	isn’t	necessarily	so.”
	 During	 his	 time	 on	 The Real World,	 Duckworth	
experienced	ignorance	from	both	his	fellow	cast	mem-
bers	 and	 the	 producers.	 He	 claimed	 that	 John,	 his	
roommate	on	the	show,	would	often	make	comments	
and	 actions	 that	 exuded	 his	 homophobic	 personal-
ity.	The	production	of	the	show	stamped	a	stereotype	
upon	Duckworth,	who	said	he	probably	looked	like	a	
“militant”	gay	man	who	seemed	“bitchy”	at	times.	
	 But	as	a	producer	himself,	Duckworth	understood	
the	work	of	the	production	crew,	who	had	the	job	of	
condensing	four-and-a-half	months	of	footage	into	25	
17-minute	episodes.	
	 “You	guys	see	less	than	1	percent	of	what	actually	
happens,”	Duckworth	said.
	 Cast	members	 in	The Real World	are	barred	from	
television,	radio	and	newspapers.	Obviously,	there	was	
a	 lot	of	down	time	—	which	 led	 to	 the	often-steamy	
plotlines.	
	 “You	are	in	this	giant	mansion	with	six	other	peo-
ple	 in	 silence,”	 said	Duckworth.	 “People	 get	 on	 your	
nerves	because	they	talk	constantly	…	stuff	like	that.”
	 The	 dynamic	 Duckworth	 made	 his	 splash	 onto	

The Real World	scene	when	he	responded	to	an	MTV	
ad	looking	for	a	war	veteran	for	its	Real World	season	
in	Austin.	According	to	Duckworth,	he	tried	to	“hood-
wink”	the	station,	which	said	 it	was	“the	gayest	audi-
tion	tape”	MTV	had	ever	received	for	that	series.		
	 After	The Real World,	Duckworth	plans	on	making	
his	 permanent	 residence	 closer	 to	 Hollywood,	 where	
he	continues	to	pursue	his	dreams	behind	the	scenes	in	
television,	film	and	on-stage	comedy	acts.			
	 So,	this	time,	if	the	Olympics	come	knocking	on	
his	door,	Duckworth	will	be	ready	to	go.	

	 It’s	a	night	of	hot	wings	and	
hoagies.	 A	 night	 of	 big-screen	
televisions	 and	 even	 bigger	
rivalries.	 It’s	 arguably	 the	 big-
gest	Sunday	night	of	the	year.	
	 The	 night	 in	 question	 is	
none	 other	 than	 Super	 Bowl	
Sunday.	And	as	the	Indianapolis	
Colts	and	the	Chicago	Bears	pre-
pare	to	duke	it	out	on	February	
4	 for	 Super	 Bowl	 XLI,	 stu-
dents	 across	 the	 two	 campuses	
are	 finding	 their	 own	 ways	 to		
celebrate	the	big	night.
	 Though	some	football	fans	
will	 watch	 the	 big	 game	 from	
their	local	sports	bar,	many	will	
host	 their	 own	 parties.	 Market	
research	reports	that	consumers	
will	spend	as	much	as	$8	billion	
for	 Super	 Bowl	 Sunday.	That’s	
for	 food,	 furniture	 and	 the	
Superbowl	 gem:	 a	 big-screen,	
high-definition	television.	
	 The	weeks	before	the	Super	
Bowl	often	see	big	hikes	in	home	
theater	purchases,	 according	 to	
Brian	 Lucas,	 a	 Best	 Buy	 cor-
poration	 spokesperson.	 More	
often	than	not,	it’s	the	TV	that	
becomes	 the	Holy	Grail	of	 the	
event,	he	said.	
	 “If	 you	 think	 about	 it,	
there	 are	 few	 occasions	 that	
lend	themselves	to	a	party	that	
is	 focused	on	the	TV,”	he	said.	
“The	 Super	 Bowl	 definitely	
play[s]	a	role	in	that.”	
	 Junior	 Bryan	 Arenas	
couldn’t	 agree	 more.	 He		
decided	 to	 purchase	 a	 high-
definition	TV	 last	 year	 just	 to	
be	 able	 to	 watch	 the	 game	 on	
the	big	screen.	
	 Arenas	 forked	over	 $1,200	

—	 mostly	 via	 credit	 card,	 he	
admitted	—	for	a	Westinghouse	
36-inch	 flat-screen	 TV	 from	 a	
big-name	 electronic	 store	 and	
returned	 it	 after	 two	 weeks.	
On	 the	night	of	 the	big	game,	
Arenas	 and	 his	 friends	 “had	 a	
blast.”	
	 “It	 did	 add	 to	 the	 atmo-
sphere	 and	 got	 people	 excited	

for	the	game,”	he	said.
	 Arenas	 will	 be	 celebrating	
the	Super	Bowl	without	the	big	
screen	 this	 year,	 but	 looks	 for-
ward	to	spending	the	night	cel-
ebrating	 his	 own	 victories	 and	
his	friends’	defeats,	he	said.
	 “Personally,	 I	 like	 having	
my	 closest	 friends	 with	 me	
when	 I	 watch	 the	 game,”	 he	

said.	 “If	 their	 team	 loses,	 you	
can	make	fun	of	them	on	a	per-
sonal	level.”
	 Over	 at	 the	 University’s	
Student	 Recreation	 Center	
(SRC),	 which	 includes	 a	 52-
inch	 television	 in	 its	 lobby,	
members	of	Sigma	Phi	Epsilon	
will	be	hosting	their	own	Super	
Bowl	party.	According	to	soph-

omore	Brian	Persons,	the	event	
is	nothing	too	fancy.	
	 “Overall,	 it’s	 just	 going	 to	
be	us	in	the	SRC	watching	the	
big	game,”	he	said.	
	 Though	 Persons,	 a	 Colts	
fan,	 has	 his	 own	 agenda:	 “Go	
Peyton!”
	 Junior	 Sean	 Pantellere,	 the		
fraternity’s	 president,	 thought	
it	 would	 be	 a	 great	 idea	 to	
turn	 what	 could	 have	 been	 a	
small	get-together	into	a	public		
gathering.
	 “There	is	nothing	fun	about	
staying	in	your	room	with	three	
friends	when	you	could	go	out	
and	 make	 30	 new	 friends,”	 he	
said.
	 Residence	 halls	 are	 also	
turning	 the	 big	 game	 into	 a	
community	 event.	 Sophomore	
Mike	 DeRosa,	 a	 resident		
adviser	 in	 Conover	 Hall,	 was	
planning	a	Super	Bowl	bash	for	
his	residents,	but	ran	into	a	few	
hurdles	along	the	way.
	 “Unfortunately,	 our	 big	
screen	 TV	 was	 broken,	 so	
we	 were	 forced	 to	 move	 it	 to	
[another]	lounge,”	he	said.	“But	
it’s	 better	 than	 watching	 it	 in	
20	 separate	 rooms	 with	 small	
TVs.”	
	 Like	 any	 good	 party,	
DeRosa’s	Super	Bowl	event	will	
have	“the	classic	chips	and	pret-
zels	and	M&Ms,”	he	said.	He	is	
also	planning	a	“guess	the	win-
ning	score	contest”	to	make	the	
night	more	interesting.
	 “I	 know	 a	 lot	 of	 the	 resi-
dents	 are	 going	 to	 sit	 in	 their	
rooms,”	 he	 said.	 “I’m	 hoping	
the	 whole	 atmosphere	 will	 be	
able	 to	 pull	 a	 lot	 more	 resi-
dents.”

With enough snacks to fill a defensive end and a big screen television wider than a  
linebacker, football fans across the two campuses give it their all to throw the perfect Super Bowl 
bash. The big game airs Sunday on CBS at 6:25 p.m. with coverage beginning at noon.

6  Friday, February 2, 2007

for Super Bowl XLI
By Jess Decina

Photo illustration by Stephanie Nardi

‘Real World’ star gives insight to life on TV
By Mike Caputo

After speaking in the BLC Theater, Tyler Duckworth 
takes a few moments to answer a fan’s questions. 

Photo by Stephanie Nardi

Students goBIG
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	 A	 little	more	 than	a	year	ago,	Dr.	Patrick	Chmel	
and	his	team	of	aspiring	actors	stunned	the	Rider	com-
munity	with	their	production	of	the	rock	musical	Hair.	
Last	 fall,	 Chmel	 and	 company	 brought	 the	 comedic	
farce	Urinetown	to	Rider’s	stage.	
	 And	 for	 the	past	 two	years	 in	 a	 row,	both	 shows	
have	made	“The	Twelve	Days	of	Christmas,”	an	annual	
listing	of	12	must-see	 shows	 in	The Princeton Packet’s 
Time Off	 section.	The	 list,	 compiled	 by	 critic	 Stuart	
Duncan,	 covers	 the	 top	 12	 theatrical	 productions	 in	
New	Jersey.	According	to	Duncan,	college	shows	rarely	
make	this	list.	
	 In	 light	 of	 these	 recent	 accomplishments,	Chmel	
talked	 about	 his	 experiences,	 his	 reactions	 and	 why	
having	two	successful	shows	is	twice	as	nice.

Q: How long have you been directing plays at Rider? 

A:	Since	 the	 spring	of	1979,	when	 I	did	Pippin	with	
Tharyle	Prather	as	my	set	designer	and	Miriam	Mills	
as	my	light	designer.	Both	are	presently	on	the	faculty	
and	continue	to	do	great	work.	

Q: What do you like best about directing and theater?  

A:	So	many	things.	I	love	watching	the	amazing	growth	

of	 young	 actors	 in	 only	 a	 four-year	 time	 span.	They	
come	in	like	the	proverbial	deer	in	headlights	and	grad-
uate	as	confident,	young	professionals	ready	to	take	on	
the	world.	I	love	the	energy,	the	passion	that	it	takes	to	
get	the	job	done.	To	me,	live	theater	is	a	high	wire	act.	
To	this	day,	it	still	scares	the	hell	out	of	me.	

Q: How did you find out about Hair making the list, and 
what was your reaction?

A:	I	had	an	indication	Hair	would	get	on	the	list	last	
year	when	the	critic	e-mailed	me	the	day	after	he	saw	
the	show	to	praise	the	actors’	work.	That	sort	of	thing	
just	isn’t	done,	so	I	guessed	he	might	put	it	on	his	list.	
We’d	been	on	the Packet’s	list	in	the	past,	but	it’d	been	
quite	awhile.

Q: What was your reaction when Urinetown made the 
list?  

A:	 I	 wasn’t	 surprised	 about	 Hair	 but	 I	 was	 when	
Urinetown	 made	 the	 list,	 because	 twice	 in	 a	 row	 is	
extraordinary.	 Obviously	 I	 was	 delighted,	 because	
the	 kids	 deserved	 it,	 as	 did	 everyone	 involved	 —	
Crystal	Moore,	the	choreographer;	Tharyle	Prather,	the		
designer;	 my	 assistants	 [junior]	 Michele	 Danna	 and	
[sophomore]	 Nicole	 Lorenzetti	 and	 especially	 Jerry	
Rife,	musical	director.	I’d	like	to	add	that	last	year	we	
had	 a	 full	 season	of	 exceptional	productions.	Miriam	
Mills’	 production	 of	 The Servant of Two Masters	 was	
brilliant	and	could	 just	as	well	have	been	on	this	 list.	
It’s	 all	 in	 the	 timing	 and	 how	 the	 critic	 feels	 at	 any	
given	moment.

Q: Do you have any expectations for next year?

A:	 It’s	 not	 a	 competition,	 and	 that’s	 not	 the	 sort	 of	
thing	we	have	in	mind	at	all.	We	just	do	our	shows	and	
serve	our	students	and	our	audiences.	How	the	critics	
respond	to	it	is	really	secondary.

Q: What elements made Hair and Urinetown successful 
shows?  

A:	The	 talent	 and	 total	 passion	 of	 the	 kids	 on	 stage.		
Night	after	night,	they	left	it	all	on	the	stage.	
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Twice as Nice: iNTerview wiTh a DirecTor
Chmel’s musicals ranked among best local performances for two consecutive years

The rock musical Hair, left, and the satirical show Urinetown, both directed by Dr. Patrick Chmel, received honors from The Princeton Packet’s Time Off section.
Photo by Al Viciedo Photo by Karly Hamburg

‘To me, live theater is a high 
wire act. To this day, it still 
scares the hell out of me.’

- Dr. Patrick Chmel

Q&A: What do you think of the new Webmail?
By Phil Ruderman
Photos by Karly Hamburg

“It’s still a little slow, but it’s nicer than the old 
one, and I like the calendar feature.”

    — Ciara Taylor
             Senior  

“It’s scary because even trying to delete an e-
mail, you need to open it.  If it has a virus, you 
can’t avoid it.”
    — Lara Wooten
                 Freshman

“The icons are annoying.  On the plus side, the 
help menu is very informative — but  
annoying.”
   — Christina Crapanzano
            Freshman

By Jess Decina
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SEC Movie Spring Schedule

Feb. 1 - Feb. 4: Stranger Than Fiction

Feb. 8 - Feb. 11: Catch A Fire

Feb. 15 - Feb. 18: Casino Royale

Feb. 22 - Feb. 25: Déjà Vu

March 1 - March 4: Happy Feet

March 23 - March 25: The Holiday

March 30 - April 1: The Pursuit Of Happyness

April 5 - April 8: Dreamgirls

April 12 - April 15: Blood Diamond

	

	 They	 say	 that	 nothing	 is	 certain	 but	
death	and	taxes.	Will	Ferrell	 tackles	both	
in	 his	 new	 dramatic	 comedy	 Stranger 
Than Fiction,	which	is	a	very	low-key	and	
clever	 movie	 with	 a	 remarkable	 message	
about	life.	
	 Director	 Marc	 Foster	 (Finding 
Neverland)	tells	the	story	of	Harold	Crick	
(Will	Ferrell)	as	an	IRS	auditor	who	lives	
a	 ritualized	 life,	 which	 includes	 making	
the	 same	 number	 of	 brush	 strokes	 when	
he	 combs	 his	 hair	 and	 taking	 the	 same	
number	of	steps	to	the	bus.	
	 One	 day	 while	 brushing	 his	 teeth,	
Harold	 hears	 a	 mysterious	 female’s	 voice	
in	his	 head	describing	 his	 life.	He	 learns	
that	 the	 voice	 belongs	 to	 Karen	 Eiffel	
(Emma	 Thompson),	 an	 author	 who	 is	
writing	 a	 novel	 about	 Harold	 that	 ulti-
mately	will	end	with	his	death.		
	 Harold	 tries	 to	 stop	 his	 imminent	
death	 from	 happening	 and	 decides	 to	
turn	to	a	literature	professor	named	Jules	
Hilbert	 (Dustin	Hoffman).	Harold	 turns	
to	 Jules	 for	help	 to	 find	 the	author,	who	
is	narrating	his	life	before	the	grim	finale	
of	 the	 book.	 After	 speaking	 with	 Jules,	
Harold	is	directed	to	produce	a	list	about	
his	daily	activities	to	find	out	whether	the	
story	he	is	in	is	a	comedy	or	a	tragedy.	
	 While	 sorting	 out	 this	 list,	 Harold	
comes	to	the	conclusion	that	he	does	not	
want	to	live	his	predictable	and	boring	life	

anymore,	nor	does	he	want	to	die	before	
he	can	enjoy	his	life.	
	 Ferrell,	just	like	fellow	comedic	actors	
Robin	 Williams	 and	 Bill	 Murray,	 jumps	
down	 from	 the	 clownish	 and	 spontane-
ous	 comedies	 such	 as	 Anchorman	 and	
Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky 
Bobby	in	order	to	take	on	a	more	
dramatic	 and	 composed	 char-
acter.	He	is	perfect	as	Harold,	
who	 is	 pathologically	 cau-
tious	 and	 seeking	 liberation	
from	his	repetitive	routine.	
	 Ferrell	makes	us	feel	his	
loneliness	as	he	eats	alone,	
sleeps	alone	and	does	every-
thing	else	unaccompanied	in	
his	sterile,	flawless	apartment.	
He	forces	the	audience	to	
empathize	with	the	character	
and	the	desire	within	him	
to	break	free	from	his	daily	
cycle.	
	 Ferrell’s	character,	Harold,	
is	complemented	with	a	great	
supporting	cast	led	by	Maggie	
Gyllenhaal	(World Trade Center)	as	
Ana	Pascal.	The	character	is	a	“pro-
gressive”	baker	that	refuses	to	pay	
the	IRS	out	of	political	principle.	
	 Together,	Gyllenhaal	and	
Ferrell’s	chemistry	comes	natu-
rally.	Their	scenes	together	
do	not	feel	forced	but	are	
genuine,	touching	
and	romantic.	

Ana	has	something	in	her	that	opens	up	
Harold’s	eyes	to	the	possibility	of	true	
love	for	the	first	time	in	his	life.	
	 Thompson	

(Nanny McPhee)	is	another	stellar	per-
former	in	her	role	as	Karen,	the	mysteri-
ous	woman	who	determines	Harold’s	
fate.	She	lives	a	life	similar	to	him;	they	
both	live	in	a	world	filled	with	isolation	
and	unhappiness.	Harold	lives	by	his	
watch,	while	Karen	lives	for	her	morbid,	
constant	search	for	the	perfect	ending	

to	her	book.	Karen	also	has	to	deal	
internally	with	whether	she	should	kill	
Harold	or	not.	She	has	to	decide	what	
is	more	important	—	the	preservation	
of	art	or	someone	else’s	life.	
		 For	a	movie	that	could	have	
easily	been	over-the-top	and	cold,	
Stranger Than Fiction	wound	up	devel-
oping	into	something	much	better.	
The	movie	is	a	calm,	sweet-natured,	
dreamlike	comedy	written	by	someone	
who	clearly	admires	these	characters	
who	were	brought	to	life	and	has	no	
wish	to	insult	either	them	or	the	audi-
ence	by	trotting	out	the	usual	cynical	

Hollywood	inanities.
	 The	movie’s	ultimate	conclusion	is	
led	with	one	of	the	biggest	obstacles	that	
people	have	to	deal	with:	our	own	mor-
tality.	Questions	arise	between	doing	the	
right	thing	and	figuring	out	what	to	do	
with	our	lives.
	 The	 movie	 plays	 a	 lot	 like	 a	 Charlie	
Kaufman	 (Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 

Mind)	 film.	 It	 has	 characteristics	
like	vivid	angles,	dual-reali-

ties	and	a	truly	unique	concept	that	is	very	
clever.		 	
	 However,	Foster	does	not	try	to	make	
an	overly	dark	film	with	confusing	twists	
and	 turns.	 Instead	 he	 creates	 a	 film	 that	
lets	 itself	 slowly	 unravel.	 Foster	 creates	 a	
softer,	 lighter	and	more	optimistic	movie	
that	gives	us	many	different	life	lessons.	
	 Ultimately,	 if	 you	 are	 looking	 for	 a	
typical	over-the-top	comedy	from	Ferrell,	
then	you	will	be	disappointed.	This	movie	
is	much	more	than	that.	It	is	an	affecting	
piece	 on	 shared	 responsibility,	 account-
ability	and	the	tragic	circumstance	of	our	
lives.	
	 Stranger Than Fiction,	 led	 by	 a	 great	
ensemble	 cast,	 gives	 us	 a	 simple	 message	
that	 we	 should	 live	 life	 to	 the	 fullest.	 It	
is	 not	 hard	 to	 fathom,	 yet	 it	 echoes	 all	
the	 same.	The	 film	 asks	 us	 to	 open	 our	
eyes,	 see	 the	 world	 for	 what	 it	 truly	 is	
and	 embrace	 it.	 We	 need	 to	 break	 away	
from	the	daily	cycle	every	now	and	then,	
whether	 it	 be	 learning	 to	 play	 a	 new	
instrument	or	making	new	friends.

	 The	 2006	 year	 in	 music	 provided	
an	array	of	new	artists	breaking	in	and	a	
return	 of	 old	 familiars.	 In	 honor	 of	 the	
upcoming	 Grammy	 Awards,	 The	 Rider 
News	Top	10	Albums	of	2006	was	created	
to	list	the	best	and	biggest	overall	albums	
of	last	year	based	on	staff	votes.	Here’s	the	
tallied-up	results:

Rider	News	Top	10	Albums	of	2006

1.	 Red	Hot	Chili	Peppers	–	Stadium 
Arcadium
 Released	May	9,	2006,	 the	 two-disc	
album	 from	 the	 Chili	 Peppers	 sold	 an	
estimated	6	million	copies	worldwide.	

2.	 Gnarls	Barkley	–	St. Elsewhere
	 The	album’s	hit	single	“Crazy”	earned	
Rolling Stone	magazine’s	title	of	Best	Song	
of	 2006.	Barkley	 is	 also	 a	 contender	 for	
two	Grammy	Awards,	one	for	Album	of	
the	Year	and	the	other	for	Record	of	the	
Year.

3.	 John	Mayer	–	Continuum
 Mayer’s	 third	album	sold	more	 than	
half	a	million	copies	after	 its	release.	He	
is	also	in	the	Grammy	runnings	for	Best	
Male	Pop	Vocalist	for	the	song	“Waiting	
on	the	World	to	Change.”

4.	 The	Killers	–	Sam’s Town
 Although	 the	 second	 album	 from	
the	 Killer’s	 arrived	 with	 mixed	 reviews,	
Sam’s Town	still	managed	to	sell	2	million		
copies	 worldwide	 and	 produce	 the	 hit	
single	“When	You	Were	Young.”

5.	 Beyoncé	Knowles	–	B’Day
	 The	 second	 album	 from	 Beyoncé	
Knowles	 hit	 stores	 on	 the	 singer’s	 25th	
birthday.	 B’Day	 is	 nominated	 for	 five	
Grammy	Awards,	 including	Best	Female	
R&B	 Vocal	 Performance	 for	 “Ring	 the	
Alarm,”	 Best	 R&B	 Song	 for	 “Déjà	 Vu”	
and	Best	Contemporary	R&B	Album.	

6.	 My	 Chemical	 Romance	 –	 The 
Black Parade
	 The	third	album	for	this	New	Jersey-
based	 band	 was	 released	 on	 Oct.	 24,	
2006.

7.	 Justin	Timberlake	 –	 Future Sex / 
Love Sounds
 Timberlake’s	album	became	a	success	
after	 its	 September	 release,	 selling	 more	
than	5	million	copies	to	date.	The	album	
is	up	for	two	Grammy	Awards:	Album	of	
the	Year	and	Best	Pop	Vocal	Album.

8.	 Christina	 Aguilera	 –	 Back to 
Basics

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	
	 Aguilera’s	 new	 album	 focuses	 more	
on	blues	and	jazz	 influences.	Her	album	
is	 also	 a	 contender	 for	 Best	 Pop	 Vocal	
Album.

9.	 Nelly	Furtado	–	Loose
	 Furtado’s	 third	 album	 eventually	
became	 the	 most	 successful	 one	 of	 her	
career,	 selling	enough	copies	 to	be	certi-
fied	platinum	in	the	U.	.

10.	Arctic	Monkeys	–	Whatever People 
Say I Am, That’s What I’m Not
	 Before	 selling	 more	 than	 a	 million	
copies	in	the	U.S.,	this	record	became	the	
fastest	selling	debut	rock	album	in	British		
history.	

	
	 Recently,	 I	 decided	 to	 invite	 my	 friend	 and	 his	
girlfriend	to	hang	out	 in	my	room,	where	they	pro-
ceeded	to	punch	each	other	until	she	collapsed.
	 Perhaps	I	ought	to	clarify	that	last	bit.
	 My	friends	were	playing	Wii	boxing,	one	of	the	
activities	 initially	available	with	every	Nintendo	Wii	
video	 game	 system.	 Much	 like	 its	 predecessors,	 the	
Wii	is	low	on	fancy-pants	graphics	and	Internet	capa-
bilities.	There	isn’t	much	in	the	way	of	online	gaming	
as	of	yet.	It	cannot	display	HD	graphics	and	it	can’t	
even	play	standard	DVDs.	This	is	a	machine	designed	
to	get	you	to	do	two	things:	move	around	and	have	
a	no-frills	good	time,	either	by	yourself	or	with	your	
friends.
	 The	 Wii	 is	 in	 many	 ways	 more	 similar	 to	 the	
Nintendo	DS	handheld	unit	than	it	is	to	rivals	Xbox	
360	and	PlayStation	3.	The	most	visible	link	between	
the	 two	 Nintendo	 systems	 is	 their	 unique	 controls.	
The	DS	uses	a	stylus	and	a	touchscreen,	almost	like	a	
Palm	for	video	games.
	 The	 Wii	 uses	 a	 quite	 well-known	 and	 inter-
estingly-shaped,	 wireless,	 motion-sensing	 controller	
called	 the	Wii	Remote.	When	boxing,	 for	 example,	
the	player	holds	up	the	Remote	in	one	hand	and	an	
oblong	attachment,	called	the	Nunchuk,	in	the	other.	
He	or	she	throws	punches	at	the	on-screen	opponent,	
the	controller	senses	the	movement,	and	the	player’s	
character	 (called,	 inventively	 enough,	 a	 Mii)	 moves	
accordingly.
	 There	are	four	other	games	 included	in	the	Wii 

Sports	 collection:	 baseball,	 golf,	 tennis	 and	bowling.	
All	 four	are	very	kinetic	sports	and	thus	 lend	them-
selves	well	to	the	Wii	Remote	experience.	
	 Wii Sports	 is	more	than	just	a	tremendous	form	
of	fun;	it’s	a	demonstration	of	two	key	features	of	the	
Wii’s	 philosophy.	 First,	 there	 is	 next	 to	 zero	 learn-
ing	curve.	If	you’ve	swung	a	bat,	thrown	a	punch	or	
bowled	a	frame	in	your	life,	you	are	more	than	quali-
fied	to	play	Wii Sports.	
	 Compare	 that	 to	 Halo,	 where	 you	 need	 to	 be	
able	to	operate	two	independent	joysticks	while	run-
ning,	shooting,	jumping	and	lobbing	grenades	almost	
simultaneously.	That’s	not	 to	disparage	either	game.	
They’re	just	different.
	 Second,	 the	 Wii	 and	 its	 sports	 games	 were	
intended	 to	 make	 gaming	 a	 light-hearted,	 social	
experience.	A	clue	to	Nintendo’s	goal	in	making	this	
unique	system	is	the	pronunciation	of	its	name:	“we.”	
The	actual	gaming	experience	is	focused	on	the	room	
you’re	in	and	the	friends	you’re	with.		
	 There	 are	 certainly	 other	 games	 in	 the	 Wii	
library.	 Twilight Princess,	 the	 next	 title	 in	 the	 Zelda	
series,	 is	 currently	one	of	 the	best-ranked	games	on	
any	system.	Swinging	a	Wii	Remote	to	deliver	a	final	
stab	 to	 an	 enemy	 is	 infinitely	 more	 satisfying	 than	
hitting	the	A	button.	
	 Trauma Center: Second Opinion	is	a	frenetic,	plot-
based	surgery	simulation	that	requires	a	steady	hand	
and	a	fantastical	imagination.	
	 That’s	 not	 to	 say	 that	 the	 Wii	 has	 been	 an	
unqualified	success.	Horror	stories	of	controllers	slip-
ping	from	player’s	hands	and	crashing	into	expensive	
televisions	 abound.	There	 are	 also	 a	 few	 weak	 titles	
amongst	 Nintendo’s	 offerings.	 Call of Duty 3	 has	 a	

near-impossible	 aiming	 system.	 Red Steel	 has	 been	
panned	by	critics	as	lackluster	and	GT Pro Series	has	
received	low	ratings	as	well.
	 These	 tragedies,	 however,	 can	be	 chalked	up	 to	
the	revolutionary	nature	of	the	Wii	itself.	In	fact,	Wii’s	
code	 name	 during	 development	 was	 “Revolution.”	
With	time,	as	game	developers	and	players	alike	learn	

to	appreciate	the	subtleties	of	actually	going	through	
the	motions	of	their	video	game	heroes,	the	Wii	has	
the	potential	of	becoming	a	genuinely	fun	source	of	
entertainment	(and	simulated	domestic	violence)	for	
years	to	come.	
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Ferrell all wrapped up in strange ‘Fiction’
By Oliver Joszt

Gamers scream ‘Wii’ as Nintendo’s console hits high scores

By JP Krahel

Sophomore Jason Sofia readies his swing during some Wii baseball while junior Eiichiro Ochi schemes 
what pitch to throw next. Sofia’s simulated bat ended up cracking Ochi’s three-dimensional speed ball of 
a pitch to left field for a single. Nintendo’s new controller puts gamers in the action like never before.

Top 10 Albums of 2006

Photo copyright Warner Brothers

Stadium Arcadium by the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers stands on the peak of the Rider 
News Top 10 Albums of 2006.

 Stranger	Than	Fiction is slated to enter 
the DVD market on Feb. 27. It is the second 
SEC movie of the semester. The film will 
be played in the BLC Theater tonight at  
7:30 p.m., Saturday at 4:00 p.m. and  
7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 7:30 p.m. The 
SEC film is free for students and has four 
showings every week.

Photo by Stephanie Nardi

Photo copyright Columbia Pictures

Film Review

Gaming Review
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Webmail became an irritating fact of life for students, 
faculty and administration last semester. At times, 
messages were lost and at other times the e-mail 

system did not work at all. Simply submitting assignments or 
communicating with professors became a task in itself. 
 At last, the days of old Webmail are numbered and traces 
of its past are scheduled to meet an undesirable fate barring 
any last-minute reprieve – deletion. In its place, the Office of 
Information Technologies (OIT) launched Collaboration Suite 
earlier this month, sending a message of change that is receiving 
mixed reactions.
  It’s easy to react hastily: “It’s too complicated” or “I don’t 
like it.” Yet, these knee-jerk reactions are matters of preference  
that have nothing to do with how the system actually works. 
More than anything, the inevitable fear of change is fueling 
unnecessary negative emotion. Not too long ago the main 
entrance sign sparked criticism and once again time alleviated 
those uneasy feelings. 
 Sure, using Collaboration Suite takes a little getting used to 
before it feels comfortable. But how often have we received a 
gift without the slightest idea of how to use it? Buying an iPod 
or Xbox 360 is the simple part. Figuring out how to download 
songs on the device or actually play the video game is the next 
challenge. 
 On the same level, getting adjusted to the workings of 
the new e-mail system will take time. The best way to learn 
anything is through trial and error. Try using the different func-
tions, preferences and options. On one screen, the user has not 
only the new e-mails with his or her messages directly below, but 
also a calendar of the month with the current day highlighted. 
 Most of all, Collaboration Suite meets the spam problem 
head-on. Anyone receiving spam can drop it in the junk folder, 
automatically making OIT aware of the issue. Still, if problems 
persist, students can call the OIT Help Desk at x. 3000. 
 Aside from some of the initial kinks, most would agree the 
change was a necessity. But, the new ‘Suite’ does strike one sour 
note. E-mails from the old Webmail were not transferred to the 
new accounts. Although there will be access to these old e-mails 
until March 9, it is up to the users to forward the messages to 
their new Rider e-mail. Understandably, this has upset students 
who have many important messages stored on the old e-mail 
account. Still, all is not lost. One option students have is to 
install Thunderbird, a free e-mail client where users can take the 
old Webmail messages and drag them into this new account. To 
download this service provided by Mozilla, visit www.mozilla.
org. Upgrades will be made in the near future allowing students 
to forward Webmail messages to the new account. 
 Frankly, OIT should extend the deadline through to the 
end of the semester before removing the old Webmail system. 
Students should have more time to sort through the e-mails 
amassed and decide what is worth saving. It is hard enough try-
ing to keep up with the daily flow of e-mails, let alone having to 
go back through old messages knowing that it is only a matter 
of weeks before the system is wiped out. 
 Be that as it may, we can finally breathe a sigh of relief. We 
have a reliable e-mail system allowing us to communicate and 
not worry if a message was ever sent or received. 

Editorial:

How ‘Suite’ a deal
is it for students?

This weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion of The Rider 
News editorial board and is written by the Opinion Editor.

Quote of the Week
“The trouble with weather 
forecasting is that it’s right 
too often for us to ignore it 
and wrong too often for us to 
rely on it.”

— Patrick Young

 The Rider News welcomes letters on all subjects of interest to the Rider community. Letters must 
be typed and include the name, address, phone number and signature of the author for verifica-
tion. Send to The Rider News via e-mail (ridernews@rider.edu), campus mail, or hand deliver to the 
Ridge House.  All letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding publication. The 
Rider News reserves the right to edit all letters for space and clarity.  
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             Editorial Cartoon by Mike Carlo, Matt Cohen, Casey Jost and Vincent Leggio

 This New Year’s Eve I went to Long Island, 
which was a different setting than my usual “stay 
at home and celebrate with close friends and 
family” plan. However, the infamous question 
popped into my head around 11 p.m. “So, what 
are your New Year’s resolutions?” Personally, I 
think that New Year’s resolutions are ridiculous, 
mainly because they imply that something that 
I’m doing in life is just not up to par. 
 In fact, these resolutions are often very 
unattainable and seem to be more like jokes 
than actual resolutions. To me, people are so 
self-involved and indulgent of themselves that 
these resolutions will be forgotten in at least two 
weeks or at the most, a month or two. This will 
be the time when most Christians realize they’re 
going to have to give something else up for 
Lent. 
 The idea of a resolution is to make some-
thing in your life better. Maybe give up a bad 
habit or improve on something that you did 
last year. Some examples of resolutions are to 

quit smoking, start diet-
ing, stop procrastinating 
and get in shape. Most 
of these are broken in a 
few weeks because they 
take a lot of willpower 
to overcome. Smoking is 
addictive and takes many 
people years to quit, and 
a New Year’s resolution 
made after a long night of 
celebration won’t really change one’s attitude the 
next time he or she really needs a cigarette. 
 Losing weight is another resolution that 
about half of America makes, but never really 
sticks with. Sometimes chilling out and watch-
ing America’s Biggest Loser is more enticing than 
going to the gym and working off all that ham 
you just ate for New Year’s Day. Procrastinating 
is another hard habit to break. My roommate 
tried this one and broke it just a mere two weeks 

A New Student’s Perspective:

Hollow resolutions serve no point

Nadine 
Tester 

See Year, p. 11
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after, putting off reading the novel for her BHP  
English class until the day before.
 My mom wanted my resolution to be “get 
on the Dean’s list,” which is a good resolution 
to make. A lot of my friends also vowed to do 
better in school by bringing up or maintaining  
their important GPAs. However, I feel that a 
resolution should last longer than just a semes-
ter or two. I count getting on the Dean’s list as 
more of a long-term goal, so when I reach the 
top of my goal, I feel good about myself. You 
can’t really reach absolute perfection. Is there 
such a point? With this thought in mind, here 
are some sample resolutions that most people 
should make:
 1. Tell more jokes. It’s considered rude to 
talk or laugh with your mouth full, so if there 
were jokes playing everywhere, people would eat 
less. Also, everyone would be happier and less 
inclined to be violent if good jokes were told 
more often. This is a good one my friend Alex 
told me: “The scientist finally achieved his life 
long goal of making a clone of himself. He was 
so happy, he was beside himself.”
 2. Everyone should get a GPS. That way, 
you’ll never have a bad day after driving around 
for miles and miles after taking a wrong turn on 
the Pennsylvania Turnpike. Forget the choco-
late, candy, cigarettes and other comfort food. 
No need to be comforted if you’re not upset.

 3. Get all of your really talkative friends dia-
ries for Christmas. That way, when something 
happens to them (breakup, date, good grade, 
etc.) they don’t have to call or text you about it. 
They can just write it in their diaries and send it 
to you when they’ve filled every page. This way 
it is up to you when to read the drama and take 
the time to be that considerate friend. This will 
cut down on your stress level and give you more 
time to do the things you want, like hit the gym 
or read those five chapters or study for that big 
exam. 
 4. Become an optimist. Always see the best 
possible side in any situation. That way, even if 
you’re still 45 pounds overweight by this time 
next year, you can find a bright side, like “at 
least I don’t wear pastel Ugg boots and jean mini 
skirts in the middle of winter!”
 5. Do more of what you want. Time maga-
zine made the Person of the Year “you,” so 
indulge yourself. Be proud of who you are but 
be aware. Change is not necessarily a bad thing 
and you are the ultimate judge that has to 
make the decision. Seriously, you don’t need to 
make the same boring resolutions that you and 
your friends make every year. If you are going 
to formulate a resolution, branch out and try 
something new. Only then will you know if it’s 
right. 
 As for me, I still haven’t made any resolu-
tions. I found that last year was a pretty good 
year. I graduated high school, started living on 
my own and I made mistakes and fixed them. 
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One Trip, Two Cities, Two Opinions:

London charms visitors, while Paris leaves bad aftertaste 
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2083 Lawrenceville Road, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
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February 2 — Groundhog day. Who needs the 

weather forecast when the groundhog can answer the most 

important question: How many more weeks of the frigid 

cold do we have left? 

February 2, 1876 — It’s a home-run knocked out 

of the ball park for the eight teams forming the National 

Baseball League today. 

 

February 4, 1789 — Hanging or pregnant chads 

are not a problem facing George Washington as he is elect-

ed the first U.S. President on this historic day. 

February 6, 1971 — Astronauts from Apollo 14  

return to earth after a trip to the moon.

 

February 7, 1812 — Life gets an interesting twist 

as Charles Dickens, author of Oliver Twist, is born today 

setting precedent for Great Expectations.

February 8, 1925 — Jack Lemmon is born today. 

This Week in hisTory ...year From page 10

 From atop the Eiffel Tower, Paris 
looks like a dazzling Utopia, jam-
packed with charm, history and style. 
Everywhere you turn is beautiful, one 
monument next to another which in 
turn is next to another. Castles litter 
the far backdrop. Towering residential 
structures dominate the forefront. The 
architecture amazes you. It’s supposed 
to. Being here is almost like being 
entrapped inside a time machine, taking 
you 300 or 400 years back into time.
 This is why I came to Paris, you 
think to yourself. New York may be 
more powerful, London more regal and 
Tokyo more modern, but Paris, this is 
why it is synonymous with romance.
 However, once the honeymoon is 
over and you are back on the ground, 
you begin to realize that once you have 
seen all the wonderful sights, Paris has 
very little to offer. A superior attitude 
emanates from every pore of the French. 
Though not all were unfriendly, the 
vast majority of the people I met in 
Paris endlessly used an infuriating tone 
of voice, on one hand begging you to 
visit, and with the other slapping you 
in the face or hiding it to snicker at 
your American tendencies. Everyone is 
seemingly in a hurry – except, of course, 
when they are waiting on you. Speaking 
of being waited on, do not ask the server 
to translate the French-written menu for 
you. They won’t. And yes, they know 
English.
 The myth is sadly not fictitious: 
Americans are generally not welcome 
in France. Proceed with caution. And 
because the American dollar is prac-

tically worthless 
over there, buying 
their love is not a 
feasible option.
 The city’s uni-
versal surround-
ings do not help. 
After strolling up 
and down some 
streets, you right 
away conclude 
that the only pos-
sible reason London was so clean was 
because they must have taken their 
trash and dumped it all over Paris. A 
noticeable lack of proper sanitary con-
ditions plagued the city from the very 
beginning. Graffiti covers the walls of 
buildings. Several industrial towers and 
smokestacks billowing smoke cover the 
city with a thick layer of smog. And 
watching out for dog droppings on the 
sidewalk is like walking around a mine 
field without getting blown up. This 
city reeks. If I wanted to see trash and 
graffiti, I would have simply gone to 
Detroit.
 At first, the culture of France will 
stun, and to a certain degree, even 
entertain you – such as buying alcohol 
through a vending machine, sharing a 
public restroom with the other gender 
and finding pornography on Channel 
10 as opposed to some blacked-out 
cable station that requires $24.99 to 
view – but in essence, when the Eiffel 
Tower is subtracted from the equation, 
Paris is just like every other puffed up 
city: really not that big of a deal.

Leo D. 
Rommel
from Paris 

 Let’s just say my winter break this 
year was far more memorable than any 
year in the past. While traveling on the 
Arts Abroad trip, I was completely in 
the dark as to what to expect. London 
and Paris were the destinations and 
with an “extra heavy” bag wheeling 
behind me, I was on my way.
 My anticipation for London was 
overwhelming, yet I was somewhat 
skeptical about Paris. We arrived at 
Gatwick Airport on a surprisingly fair- 
weather day. The sun was shining and 
after an unexpected breeze through 
security and baggage I was off for a sce-
nic bus ride through the countryside to 
our hotel.
 The  grime and muck-smeared 
windows gave a false impression of 
London. Yet, in time I would get a clear 
image of what this city truly had to 
offer. In fact, when we arrived at The 
Strand Palace and took our first gander 
around London, the streets and monu-
ments spoke for themselves. 
 The “litter factor” on the streets 
was only a small percentage of what 
you would find in New York City and 
perhaps miniscule to the streets of Paris. 
Empty soda bottles and beer cans were 
cleared from their dropping points by 
uniformed men wearing bright green. 
And believe it or not, while sitting out-
side our hotel one night, my roommate 
and I determined even the exterior of 
the garbage trucks glistened as if brand 
new.
 It is my prediction that the cleanli-
ness of the streets had a small some-
thing to do with the happiness fac-

tor of the people 
walking them. 
Life just seemed 
better in London. 
The women were 
beautiful, dressed 
to the nines at all 
hours of the day. 
So many women, 
yet so many dif-
ferent styles and 
fashions decorated 
the landscape all around us. 
 Practical yet fashionable is a good 
way to describe the London women. 
Parisian women on the other hand, 
although well dressed and attractive, 
seemed overly dramatic. The raccoon 
eye makeup and ball gowns at 1 p.m. 
were not my cup of tea. 
 The Londoners looked as if they 
were having the time of their lives, even 
when just stopping at the corner store 
for some grub. And grub it was. The 
food was definitely not a high point 
for London, but the good drinks and 
people around me compensated for any 
disappointments. 
 As a New York fanatic and East 
Coast girl at heart, it is hard for me 
to admit what I’m going to say next. 
London is the next best thing. Sure, 
it doesn’t have the cuisine of Midtown 
or Little Italy and I could definitely do 
without the cigarette smoke, but being 
around happy people seemed to take 
that all away.
 Londoners love their friends and 
family and as we all know, in life, those 
are the things that really matter.

Olivia 
Tattory
from London
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	 While	 browsing	 on	
Facebook,	 I	 stumbled	 across	
an	 old	 anti-News	 Feed	 group	
created	 by	 students	 from	
another	institution.	The	group,	
which	was	 open	 to	 anyone	on	
Facebook,	had	some	interesting	
comments	on	the	message	wall.	
But	there	was	one	that	grabbed	
my	attention	the	most.	In	fact,	
as	I	read	it,	I	began	to	feel	upset	
and	 insulted.	 However,	 once	 I	
finished	reading	the	comment,	
I	 realized	 that	 the	 man	 was	
totally	 right:	 “This	 is	 the	 first	
revolt	 of	 our	 generation,”	 he	
said.	 He	 was	 referring	 to	 the	
nationwide	 campaign	 of	 col-
lege	students	against	Facebook’s	
News	 Feed,	 which	 took	 place	
in	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 fall	
semester.	
	 Yes,	that’s	the	same	millen-
nial	 generation	 that	 we	 praise	
for	 its	 technological	 superior-
ity	 over	 our	 elder	 generations,	
specifically	 the	 baby	 boomers.	
However,	as	we	all	know,	many	
of	the	finest	minds	came	from	
that	same	baby	boomer	genera-
tion,	 a	 generation	 that	 wasn’t	
afraid	 to	 stand	 up	 for	 what	
it	 believed	 in,	 whether	 it	 was	
right	or	wrong.	
	 Today,	 our	 generation	
faces	 many	 obstacles	 such	 as	
the	 declining	 environment,	
but	 one	 that	 is	 directly	 affect-
ing	 Americans	 right	 now	 is	
the	 War	 in	 Iraq.	 As	 all	 of	 us	
should	 know,	 the	 President’s	
war	 strategy	 is	 to	 send	21,000	
more	 troops	 to	 the	 war	 zone	
in	 Iraq.	 Apparently,	 President	
Bush	believes	this	is	the	best

solution	 to	 salving	 the	 severe	
wounds	 created	 in	 Iraq.	 He	
believes	 this	 even	 though	
numerous	 governmental	 offi-
cials	and	members	of	the	media	
have	acknowledged	the	failures	
of	the	war,	the	inaccurate	state-
ments	 by	 the	 administration	
and	the	rising	death	toll.	
	 But	 even	 though	 Bush’s	
plan	 seems	 to	 be	 the	 path	 to	
additional	 destruction,	 with	
which	many	of	his	Republican	
colleagues	 even	 agree	 —	 and	
more	 of	 a	 mess	 that	 the	 next	
President-elect	 will	 have	 to	
clean	 up	 —	 the	 Democrats	
seem	 to	 be	 just	 all	 talk	 right	
now.	 It’s	 all	 but	 certain	 that	
the	new	Democratic-controlled	
Congress	will	 continually	 turn	
down	Bush’s	war	strategies,	but	
it	 is	 still	 searching	 for	 a	 best-
case	 scenario	 that	 will	 finally	
bring	 our	 country	 together	
during	one	of	the	highest	peri-
ods	of	partisanship.	
	 The	 divide	 between	 party	
lines	 was	 evident	 when	 Bush	
made	last	week’s	historical	State	
of	 the	 Union	 address	 in	 front	
of	 a	 Congress	 full	 of	 many	
new	 faces	 and	 the	 first-ever	
female	 Speaker	 of	 the	 House.	
The	 tension	 in	 the	 room	 was	
palpable,	 and	 could	 almost	 be	
felt	through	the	television.	
	 There	 has	 to	 be	 a	 viable	
solution	to	the	War	in	Iraq.	But	
until	 then,	 our	 brave	 soldiers	
and	 their	 family	members	 and	
friends	will	be	feeling	the	pain.	
While	people	pray	everyday	for	
the	loved	ones	who	are	fighting	
for	our	country,	remember	that	

we	 are	 the	 ones	 who	 have	 the	
ability	 to	 voice	 our	 opinions	
and	make	a	difference.	
	 At	 Rutgers	 this	 past	
Sunday	 morning,	 about	 two-
dozen	bus	loads	of	community	
members,	students	and	govern-
mental	officials	made	their	way	
to	 the	 anti-war	 protests	 down	
in	Washington.	Hopefully,	this	

shows	 that	 the	 war	 is	 serving	
as	 a	wake-up	 call	 for	 our	 gen-
eration	…	whether	your	politi-
cal	 allegiance	 belongs	 to	 the	
Republicans,	the	Democrats	or	
the	Libertarians.
	 So,	 as	 other	 nations	 con-
tinue	 to	 further	 their	 statuses	
as	 superpowers,	 the	 “millen-
nial	generation”	has	to	wake	up	

now.	 In	 an	 unsystematic	 poll	
conducted	by	The Rider News,	
54	percent	of	the	215	students	
polled	 said	 they	 strongly	 dis-
agreed	with	the	new	war	strat-
egy.	If	that’s	so,	then	please		do	
something	about	it	(even	if	only	
it	means	to	vote	in	November)	
because	America’s	future	is	not	
looking	too	bright.		
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	 Welcome	back,	everyone.	I	hope	your	break	was	
at	least	a	little	bit	enjoyable.	If	you’re	like	a	lot	of	col-
lege	 students,	 myself	 included,	 you	 may	 have	 found	
winter	break	to	be	a	little	bit	too	long.	Even	in	a	highly	
local	school	like	Rider,	it’s	tough	to	get	together	with	
college	friends	over	any	extended	break	without	a	long	
drive	or,	in	the	rare	case,	a	plane	trip.	
	 What	I’m	sure	a	lot	of	you	asked	yourselves,	as	I	
did,	is	how	on	Earth	we’re	going	to	make	it	through	
another	four-month-long	summer	when	winter	break,	
not	 even	 a	 month	 and	 a	 half,	 felt	 so	 protracted.	 I’ll	
come	back	 to	 that	 rather	 frightening	 issue	 in	a	min-
ute.
	 Now	think	about	the	stresses	any	college	student	
has	 to	 deal	 with.	 Think	 back	 to,	 say,	 mid-October.	
The	first	thing	that	pops	into	my	mind	is	sleep	depri-
vation.	I	know	very	few	people	who	get	enough	down-
time	 during	 a	 normal	 school	 week,	 let	 alone	 before	
and	during	mid-terms.	Between	studying,	homework	
and	 extracurriculars,	 it’s	 not	 exactly	 our	 fault	 if	 we	
don’t	get	the	rest	and	relaxation	we	ought	to.	
	 When	I	 think	of	 tired	people,	 I	usually	 think	of	
grumpy	people.	That’s	not	to	suggest	that	exhaustion	

is	the	only	thing	that	makes	people	a	little	more	anti-
social,	but	it’s	one	cause.	Unless	you’re	really	unlucky,	
or	a	commuter,	the	inevitable	drama	that	results	from	
living	 in	 close	 quarters	 with	 dozens	 of	 people	 tends	
to	build	up	over	time.	I	don’t	mean	to	paint	a	picture	
of	absolute	bedlam	halfway	through	the	semester,	but	
wouldn’t	it	be	nice	to	go	off-campus	for	a	week	or	so,	
either	home	or	on	a	trip	somewhere,	and	let	off	some	
steam?
	 I	suppose	I	should	come	out	and	ask	the	question:	
why	don’t	we	get	a	fall	break?
	 Why	isn’t	there	one	week	in	early	October	when	
classes	 are	 suspended	 and	 we	 can	 all	 either	 relax	 or	
catch	up	on	work?	 I	know	I	 feel	 shortchanged	every	
year	when	I	have	to	go	to	classes	on	Columbus	Day.	
Call	me	politically	 incorrect,	 it’s	 still	 a	day	off.	 It’s	 a	
perfect	time	to	insert	a	break.	I	honestly	can’t	think	of	
a	single	reason	why	we	don’t	have	a	week	off.	Whom	
does	it	hurt?
	 Rider’s	teachers	are	human	beings,	too;	I	can’t	see	
why	they	would	have	a	problem	with	a	week	off	in	the	
fall.	The	same	holds	true	for	administrators,	mainte-
nance	workers,	secretaries,	the	Daly’s	and	Cranberry’s	

folks,	etc.	
	 Now	 let	 us	 turn	 back	 to	
the	 original	 issue:	 overextend-
ed	 winter	 and	 summer	 breaks.	
Wouldn’t	 it	 be	 just	 lovely	 to	
shorten	either	 summer	or	win-
ter	 vacation	 by	 a	 week?	 I	 can’t	
think	 of	 anyone	 I	 know	 who	
wasn’t	 itching	 to	 get	 back	 on	
campus	on	Saturday,	Jan.	20.	
	 I	don’t	 think	 it’s	 too	much	
of	a	 stretch	 to	equate	a	potential	 fall	break	with	our	
current	spring	break.	Imagine	if	Rider	decided	to	take	
spring	break	away	and	 tack	on	an	extra	week	 to	 the	
summer	vacation.	They’d	be	doing	essentially	the	same	
thing	they’re	doing	now.
	 In	 the	 end,	 it’s	 all	 about	 moderation.	 College	
life	 is	a	precious,	once-in-a-lifetime	thing,	but	 it	can	
certainly	be	stressful.	I	genuinely	want	to	see	each	and	
every	 one	 of	 us	 get	 the	most	 out	 of	 this	 experience,	
and	I	 think	that	a	 fall	break	would	certainly	help	us	
all	out.

Think About It:

Mid-semester burnout creates the need for a fall break

JP
Krahel 

From the Executive

Editor’s Desk:

Price of politics is 
going to cost
future generation

Mike
Caputo 

54%
Strongly
Disagree

22%
Disagree

10%
Neutral

7%
Unsure

6%
Agree

1% 
Strongly Agree

Rider student opinion is 
decisively against Presi-
dent Bush’s new strate-
gy for victory in Iraq, the 
troop “surge.”  While a 
combined 76 percent of 
students either disagree 
or strongly disagree with  
the plan, only a mere 1 
percent strongly agree. 
Another 7 percent of 
respondents remain 
unsure. The unsystem-
atic sample included 
215 students on the 
Lawrenceville campus. 
The data were collected 
by Jamie Papapetros in 
association with The 
Rider News. 
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the 100 breaststroke. 
“[Brandon] joins a senior 

class that is expected to lead 
the program in terms of per-
formance at the champion-
ship meet,” said Fletcher. “Our 
seniors have always been the 
ones that have learned how to 
train and compete according to 
our expectations over four years 
and have succeeded in that and 
can help the underclassmen 
learn the ropes.” 

Highlighting the women’s 

side were sophomore Priscilla 
Modrov, winner in the 200 free-
style, 100 breaststroke and 200 
breaststroke, and senior Lauren 
Urbanski, who took home the 
200 butterfly, the 100 butterfly 
and the 200 IM. 

On January 24, the Broncs 
carried on that dominant atti-
tude, storming to victory over 
the Lafayette Leopards while 
breaking several Rider pool 
records along the way. 

A 172-105 pounding by 
the men was orchestrated by 
Brandon Modrov, who set a 
new record in the 100 breast-
stroke (57.97), and the medley 
relay team of junior Peter Starr, 

freshman Scott Player, fresh-
man Brian Brady and Modrov, 
which set another record with 
its time of 1:35.68. 

Player also won the 50 free-
style (21.87) and the 100 but-
terfly (53.54) for the Broncs to 
conclude what was an impres-
sive season for a newcomer. 

“He’s a sprinter in short 
distance events,” Fletcher said 
of Player. “Part of a group of 
athletes on the team that have 
already begun to rest maybe 
a little sooner than the rest of 
the team, and he has responded 
to that really well with racing 
recently.” 

The women posted a close 

victory over the Leopards, 153-
144, behind Urbanski’s record-
setting performances in the 100 
butterfly (58.35) and the 200 
butterfly (2:06.24). Another 
record setting medley relay by 
the team of Urbanski, Priscilla 
Modrov, Stephanie Cosentino, 
and Kellyanne Tomasula 
(1:49.06) further assisted the 
Broncs’ cause. 

Fletcher attributed the suc-
cess of the medley teams to 
several factors. 

“It was both a good com-
bination of athletes and some-
thing that our program has 
been pretty good at,” he said. 
“It was impressive for the guys 

to break that mark, and the girls 
continue to just show how great 
they are by breaking that record 
meet after meet.” 

Fletcher hopes this win-
ning spirit travels with the 
teams to Loyola for the MAAC 
Championships and beyond, 
where four more championship 
outings, including two for the 
NCAA, await. 

“It can be tiring for the ath-
letes but I think that with each 
championship comes a new dif-
ferent level of excitement and 
opportunity,” Fletcher said. “So 
that hopefully will continue to 
keep the athletes motivated to 
do well.” 

In spite of a regular season chock-
full of turmoil and disappointment, the 
women’s basketball team continues to 
use its shortcomings as a learning experi-
ence in order to dramatically improve its 
play on the court.

With a roster composed predomi-
nately of underclassmen – five freshman 
and five sophomores, with only two 
juniors and two seniors – Rider’s record 
has dropped alarmingly to 1-20 overall. 
They are also winless in the MAAC 
(0-10) following an 87-55 loss at con-
ference rival Siena (5-15 overall, 4-6 
MAAC) Monday night.

“Teams are just annihilating 
us,” Head Coach Tori Harrison told 
GoBroncs.com. “We’re young and the 
other teams are comprised of mostly 
juniors and seniors but our kids have to 
understand that eventually they have to 
want to compete and we’re not doing 
that.”

A growing concern continues to 
be the team’s weak performances in the 
beginning of games. Against Siena, for 
example, Rider quickly fell behind 11-0 
in the first four minutes of the game. 
The deficit grew to 20 points with 1:39 
to play and by intermission, the Saints 
led comfortably by 18.

But the Broncs – who tend to cut 
their opponents’ leads throughout the 

game only to fall short in the end 
– responded swiftly with their custom-
ary second half run. By scoring eight of 
the game’s first 10 points after halftime, 
Rider cut Siena’s 47-29 lead down to 
49-37 before the Saints put the game 
out of reach with a 17-10 run over the 
next six minutes.

Freshman center Stephanie 
Wisniewski led the Broncs with 12 
points and five rebounds and freshman 
forward Ashley Anderson scored 11 off 
the bench. The Peahens shot 54 percent 
for the game and out-rebounded Rider, 
45-22.

“It’s not great, but we’re definitely 
making improvements,” said freshman 
center Ilda Llamas. “We just have to 
keep our heads up and keep fighting 
because that’s what we do.”

On Saturday, the team’s aggressive 
spirit nearly staged an upset win over 
visiting Saint Peter’s (SPC) at Sovereign 
Bank Arena. Surprisingly, Rider used a 
10-2 run early in the game to take an 
18-15 lead midway through the first 
half. The game was deadlocked 29-29 
by the end of the game’s first 20 min-
utes and again 41-41 with 14:05 left 
to play before SPC (9-10 overall, 5-5 
MAAC) pulled away for good with a 
10-0 run.

Although the team attributes the 
bulk of its defeats to its age, it maintains 
the best has yet to come.

“I think we’ve done really well for 
the fact that we have a lot of freshmen,” 
said Llamas. “We just have to limit our 

turnovers, but besides that, we’ve turned 
everything around. We’ve increased our 
rebounding defensively and offensively 
and our shooting percentage has also 
increased this season.”

As the team puts the past behind 
them, they will continue to move for-
ward with the improvements they have 

made thus far.
“We’ve made great progress so far,” 

said Llamas. “We just have to stick with 
it, work hard, and hope things turn 
around.”

Rider will face off at second-place 
Iona (13-8 overall, 8-2 MAAC) tonight 
in a key conference game.
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By Kristie Kahl

– their “Achilles Heel,” as Head 
Coach Tommy Dempsey once 
referred to it – they’re dead 
last in steals and rebounds. In 
comparison to the team that 
nearly went to the nationals 
two years ago, this group seem-
ingly lacks.

But regardless of its flaws, 
this team has one thing most 
teams don’t: heart. In a nut-
shell, this team is tougher than 
a hospital steak. No matter 
how sloppy they begin a game, 
regardless of how big a lead 
an opponent may build, this 

is a swaggering team that will 
keep on swinging regardless 
of the circumstances. After 
being picked unanimously by 
the league’s coaches to finish 
seventh in the 10-team field 
this season, Rider is conspicu-
ously better, way better, than 
expected in Year Two of the 
Dempsey regime. They are cur-
rently tied for fourth place, they 
have arguably the best player 
in the conference (Thompson) 
accompanied by a youthful yet 
talented surrounding cast and 
– as I was saying before about 
all those close games - they’re 
7-3 in the 10 games they’ve 
played that were determined by 
six points or less.

In other words, if they can 

hang around, chances are they’ll 
find a way to break your heart. 
Such resiliency and self-assur-
ance in demanding situations 
must impress Rider Athletic 
Director Don Harnum, whose 
decision to yank the interim 
tag off Tommy Dempsey’s job 
title last April after an unpleas-
ant 8-20 showing last season 
was met with heavy criticism 
by media and students alike 
(at one point last season, there 
was an online Facebook group 
entitled “Fire Dempsey”).

Dempsey has gradually 
silenced his critics by winning 
more games this year (12) than 
he did in all of 2005-2006. 
His team is almost assured of 
not finishing anywhere near 

the cellar of the conference like 
it did last season, and most 
importantly, he has assembled 
a roster with a very promis-
ing future. Lamar Johnson has 
begun to emerge as a depend-
able leader. Harris Mansell, 
in addition to averaging 12.0 
points a game, has developed 
into a fine defender with a ten-
dency to out-hustle his oppo-
nent, and although the stats 
may not show it, the team is 
rebounding better than it did 
last season.

I don’t know. Maybe the 
turn of a new calendar has 
transformed me into a softy. 
Perhaps I’m looking at this 
more from a parent’s point of 
view, preoccupied with the 

team’s development rather than 
simple wins and losses.

But I cannot help but to 
get the feeling that Rider is 
progressively getting better, and 
that Harnum – in spite of all 
the preconceptions made about 
his so-called bizarre decision-
making – made the right call 
when he told Dempsey that 
he would be his man through 
thick and thin.

As for Dempsey, guess 
what? It turns out he does 
know what he is doing after 
all.

And I hope he continues 
to do it regardless of what 
obstacles may come his way.

Tough
Continued from p. 16

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Swimming
Continued from p. 16

Youth and inexperience leaving Rider stranded

Junior guard Kelli Sawyer produced eight points and eight rebounds in 71-56 
hard-fought defeat to Saint Peter’s on Jan. 27 at Sovereign Bank Arena. 

Photo by Matt Freedman

Feb2_pages.indd   4 2/1/07   10:02:40 PM



Rider pool relay records and 
two MAAC relay records.

Also honored at the cer-
emony was the distribution 
of the Outstanding Team 
Achievement Award, which was 
given to the 1967 baseball team 
that finished fifth in the nation 
at the College World Series. In 
its first appearance in the coun-
trywide tournament, Rider’s 
Cinderella-like run concluded 
on June 15 of that year in a 4-
3 loss to Auburn, according to 
baseball-reference.com.

According to Harnum, the 
first team to receive the award 
was the undefeated 1960 soccer 
team. That honor was awarded 
last year. 

The Rider Athletics Hall of 
Fame is located in the Student 
Recreation Center (SRC) just 
outside Alumni Gym. 

Men’s Basketball
(12-9, MAAC 6-5)
1/2
Rider 58, Fairfield 55*
1/5
Marist 71, Rider 55*
1/9
Rider 75, Saint Peter’s 67*
1/12
Rider 64, Fairfield 63*
1/14
Niagara 80, Rider 79*
1/18
Manhattan 86, Rider 75*
1/21
Loyola 78, Rider 73*
1/27
Rider 84, Siena 78*
1/29
Rider 54, Saint Peter’s 53*

Women’s Basketball
(1-20, MAAC 0-10) 
1/3
Army 65, Rider 54
1/6
Canisius 61, Rider 47*
1/8
Marist 84, Rider 59*
1/12
Niagara 71, Rider 51*
1/14
Canisius 88, Rider 60*
1/19
Manhattan 83, Rider 75*
1/21
Fairfield 77, Rider 63*
1/27
Saint Peter’s 71, Rider 56*
1/30
Siena 87, Rider 55*

Wrestling
(7-6, CAA 3-2)

1/6
Rider 23, Bloomsburg 20
1/9
Drexel 21, Rider 16*
1/12
Rider 31, VMI 6
Rider 23, Arizona State 13
1/13
Penn State 41, Rider 0
Old Dominion 19, Rider 18
1/19
Rider 27, George Mason 14*
Rider 36, James Madison 12*
1/20
Old Dominion 22, Rider 12*
Rider 25, Binghamton 21*
1/31
Rider 24, Rutgers 15

M. Swimming & Diving
(3-6, MAAC 1-1)
1/13
Rider 161, Loyola 133*
Rider 205, Howard 67
1/24
Rider 172, Lafayette 105

W. Swimming & Diving
(4-5, MAAC 1-1)
1/13
Rider 179, Loyola 121*
Rider 224, Howard 60
1/24
Rider 153, Lafayette 144

Track and Field
1/19
at Great Dane Classic
M: 8th of 22
W: 5th of 18

Schedule

Friday, Feb. 2
M/W Indoor Track
at New Balance Invitational

Women’s Basketball
at Iona, 7:30 p.m.*

Saturday, Feb. 3
M/W Indoor Track
at New Balance Invitational
Wrestling
at Clarion, 1 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
at Iona, 2 p.m.*

Sunday, Feb. 4
Women’s Basketball
vs. Fairfield, 2 p.m.*

Monday, Feb. 5
Men’s Basketball
vs. Marist, 7:30 p.m.*

Thursday, Feb. 8
Swimming & Diving
at MAAC Championships

And more sports...

Junior Jason Thompson of 
the men’s basketball team 
was named the co-winner of 
MAAC Player of the Week 
honors for his play in all games 
from Jan. 22-28.  

Seniors Brandon Modrov 
and Lauren Urbanski of the 
men’s and women’s swim-
ming and diving team were 
named MAAC Swimmers of 
the Week for all competition 
Jan. 22-29. 

Sophomore shortstop/outfield-
er Jamie Hayes of the baseball 
team was named to the MAAC 
Preseason Team. 

Scores/Records (* denotes conference games)

BRONCS’ BITS Hall
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To Achieve!

The Degree
You Need

Graduate programs available:

• Post-Baccalaureate Paralegal Certificate 
• BA/MA in Criminal Justice
• Master of Business Administration (MBA)
• Master of Arts programs:

– Criminal Justice 
– Education 
– Holocaust and Genocide Studies 
– Instructional Technology 

• Master of Science programs:
– Nursing 
– Occupational Therapy 

• Post-Master’s Certificate: 
New Jersey Standard Supervisor Endorsement

• Doctor of Physical Therapy

Apply now: www.stockton.edu/grad
E-mail: grad.studies@stockton.edu

609-652-4298

The Master of Arts in Education program (MAED)
at Stockton College offers advanced professional 
development in effective teaching and learning in 
a range of disciplines and content areas. Course 
work reflects Stockton’s commitment to the liberal 
arts tradition and emphasizes our interdisciplinary 
nature. By promoting the role of teachers as 
reflective practitioners, decision-makers, and 
professionals who evaluate the effects of their 
actions on others, the degree serves the needs 
of the community. 

Summer Jobs!
Spend an active summer out-
side as a day camp counselor! 
No nights/weekends (except 
training)
Now hiring: group counsel-
ors, lifeguards/WSI, instruc-
tors for sports, crafts, boating, 
karate
908-647-0664, rvrbnd1@
aol.com or apply at www.
campriverbend.com

a 12-point halftime deficit by 
staging a 14-3 run that caught 
the Peacocks (3-18 overall, 1-10 
MAAC) off guard.

Saint Peter’s, meanwhile, 
was held to a mere 19 points in 
the second half. The defeat was 
their 13th in a row and 16 of 
its last 17 overall, their longest 
losing streak in five years.

Thompson, who earlier in 
the day was awarded MAAC 
Player of the Week honors, 
became headline news last 
weekend not only because of his 
aerial display of heroics but also 
because of his defensive mastery. 
Against Siena, Thompson thor-
oughly outclassed blue-chip big 
man Michael Haddix, holding 
the 17.4 points-per-game scor-
ing giant to just 10 points on 
4-for-14 shooting.

Furthermore, in a game 
that saw eight ties and 13 lead 

changes in the second half, 
Thompson scored his team’s 
final six points and eight of the 
final 13 as Rider pulled away.

Rider’s two-game winning 
streak is particularly refreshing 
for a pair of reasons. First, it 
bumps them from seventh place 
in the conference into a five-
team tie for fourth. Winning 
sixth place or better would allow 
them to steer clear of playing in 
the frightful play-in round that 
involves the bottom four teams 
in the league.

Second, it offsets a month 
of unpredictability that, at one 
point, had the once surging 
Broncs scratching their heads. 
Before Saturday, Rider had won 
only four of its last eleven games, 
seven of which were against 
conference foes. In addition to 
several close defeats, they also 
suffered a pair of routs – on 
Dec. 20 to Villanova (108-61) 
and on Dec. 28 to Notre Dame 
(101-51).

But the Broncs rallied 

through the tough times by 
focusing only on themselves, 
their game and playing better 
basketball.

“We really didn’t do or say 
anything different than we usu-
ally do,” said Assistant Coach 
Dane Fischer. “In this sport, 
you sometimes win games you 
shouldn’t win and lose games 
you shouldn’t lose. It was just 
a credit to the boys for main-
taining their poise and com-
posure.”

With the MAAC tourna-
ment just a month away (March 
2-5), Rider caught somewhat 
of a break on Sunday when it 
was granted a home “Bracket 
Buster” game on Feb. 17, 
against Murray State.

At the very least, the men’s 
and women’s doubleheader at 
Alumni Gym (the women’s 
team will host Siena earlier that 
day) will prevent Dempsey’s 
team from carrying out the end 
of the regular season with four 
consecutive games on the road.

BasketBall
Continued from p. 16
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Academically, sacrifice and 
a strong work ethic drove them 
hard into the books. Athletically, 
those same characteristics drove 
them into immortality.

A scrapbook of memories 
was reopened on Jan. 20 when 
former greats Greg Burston 
of the basketball team, Ken 
Lehman of the track and field 
team, Jason Nase of the wres-
tling squad, Bob O’Connor 
of the baseball team and Jen 
O’Reilly of the swimming and 
diving team were inducted 
into the Rider Athletics Hall of 
Fame in front of more than 285 
people inside the Bart Luedeke 
Center’s Cavalla Room.

This year’s incoming 
class, which spans three differ-
ent decades, bumped Rider’s 
Athletic Hall of Fame directory 
from 73 members to 78.

“This year’s inductees was 
a very popular group, judging 
by the attendance at the cer-
emony,” said Athletic Director 
Don Harnum. “It was certainly 
a feel good event for them, 
their families and the Athletic 

Department.”
According to GoBroncs.

com, Burston, who is sixth in 
school history in career points 
with 1,472, twice led his team in 
scoring and earned All-MAAC 
honors two times. In 1998, he 
led the squad to an National 
Invitation Tournament (NIT) 
appearance.

“Surprisingly, Greg was 
somewhat under-recruited,” 
said Harnum, who recruited 
Burston during his coaching 
days with the basketball team. 
“You could find imperfections 
in his game but he did one 
thing well that’s hard to coach 
and that is score.”

Lehman owns two school 
records that have stood since 
1982 – the outdoor 1500 meters 
and the indoor 1000 yards. A 
1984 graduate, he became the 
first scorer in an Intercollegiate 
Association of Amateur Athletes 
of America (ICAAAA) Track 
Championship and the first 
player in school history to 
win the East Coast Athletic 
Conference Champion honor.

In the same year Nase cap-
tured All-American honors by 
placing eighth in his weight 
class at the NCAA Wrestling 
Nationals and led the Broncs to 

a seventh place ranking nation-
wide. He is one of just four 
wrestlers in school history to 
accumulate 100 career wins.

“Jason was a hard-working 
kid who was easy to coach,” 
said wrestling Head Coach 
Gary Taylor, who has been at 
Rider since 1978. “He was able 
to go against competition from 
the Pac-10 and Big-12 and win. 
Some people don’t understand 
how difficult that is to do.”

O’Connor, meanwhile, 
was a multi-dimensional player 
capable of playing either short-
stop or second base. For three 
years in a row he occupied 
one of the two positions, twice 
earning team MVP honors. 
After leaving Rider in 1984 
with a school record 132 hits 
(in just 104 games), a .338 bat-
ting average and 93 RBIs, he 
signed a professional contract 
with the San Francisco Giants.

O’Reilly was a two-time 
Rider female Athlete of the 
Year winner before graduating 
in 2001. She was also a three-
time Andrew J. Rider Scholar 
and was named one of the Top 
25 Performers in the 25-year 
history of the MAAC – thanks 
largely to her 24 MAAC gold 
medals, eight team records, four 
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Hall of Fame inducts five, honors baseball team

By Leo D. Rommel

HALL OF FAME

Athletic Director Don Harnum (far left) and President Mordechai Rozanski (far right) induct 
Jason Nase, Greg Burston, Jen O’Reilly, Bob O’Connor and Ken Lehman into the Hall of Fame.

Photo by Peter G. Borg

See ‘Hall,’ p. 14

The Black Student Union

Building Legacies Advocating Cultural KnowledgeB LACK
HISTORY
MONTH

The IMPACT of B.L.A.C.K

Be sure to look for “Celebrating Black History” in The Rider News every Friday during February

Thursday, Feb 1
Opening Ceremony

Co-sponsored with S.E.C
Maxine Maxwell

9:00 pm, BLC Theater

Friday, February 2
High School Student/Youth Group

Presentation
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm, Off Campus

Thursday, February 8
Diabetes Forum

Co-sponsored with Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm, BLC Fireside Lounge

Friday, February 9
BSU Sponsored Basketball Double Header

5:00 pm, Women’s Game, Alumni Gym
7:00 pm, Men’s Game, Alumni Gym

Sunday, February 11
Gill Chapel Sponsored

St. Benedict’s African American
Gospel Choir (Original Music)

Conductor William Winston
7:00 pm, Gill Chapel

Wednesday, February 14
Celebration of Black Love/Poetry Night
Co-Sponsored with R.O.C.A.S and V.O.X

8:00 pm – 11:00 pm, BLC Pub

Wednesday, February 21
Black Student Union Midnight Run

5:00 pm – 2:00 am, Basement of Gill Chapel

Friday, February 23
Bronc Buffet

“Black Trivia: Fun and Games”
Co-sponsored with RHA Executive Board

10:00 pm – 12:00 am, Daly’s

Saturday, February 24
Multicultural Department and S.G.A co-

sponsor
1st Annual Black Male Conference
2:00 pm – 5:00 pm, Cavalla Room

Networking dinner to follow conference
*R.S.V.P needed to attend

Sunday, February 25
Gospel Fest 2007

“Importance of Gospel’s effect on
African American Culture”

5:00 pm, BLC Theater
*Dinner to follow in Cavalla Room

Tuesday, February 27
Color of Music

Co-sponsored with Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc

7:30 pm – 10:00 pm, BLC Theater

Other Notable BSU Programs to Come
Soul Food Day

Etiquette Dinner by Career Services
Trip to T.A.S.K (Trenton Area Soup Kitchen)

Lift Conference (March)
Celebration of African American Music

*General Meetings for the Month:
Wednesday, February 7th and 21st

5:15 pm, Daly’s Board Room

For more information contact:  Center for Multicultural
Affairs and Community Service- 609 895 5781

Partially funded by MSAF and SAF
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It has been a slow season 
for the men’s and women’s 
swimming and diving teams. 
The men began the season with 
a dismal 0-6 record, while the 
women performed just slightly 
better, reaching a 1-5 mark. 

But as the year winds down 
and the MAAC Championships 
approach, a different attitude is 
evident on both squads. 

Both teams swept their 
last three meets of the sea-
son – away contests at Loyola 
and Howard and a home meet 
against Lafayette – in what 
amounted to impressive record-
setting outings. 

“I think it gives the teams 
some confidence going in to the 
championship meet,” said Head 
Coach Steve Fletcher. 

And with a string of five 
such championship meets on 
the way, there was no better 
time for the Broncs to showcase 
their skill. 

“The women’s win over 

Lafayette in particular was 
important,” Fletcher said, 
“because Lafayette should be in 
the top of the Patriot League, 
so for us to beat their women 
was really good for our women’s 
program.” 

The tri-meet against Loyola 
and Howard on Jan. 13 was an 
especially momentous compe-
tition because it featured the 
return of about a third of the 
men’s team who had been suf-
fering from either sickness or 
injury in previous meets. With 
their full strength, the men tri-

umphed 205-67 over Howard 
and 163-133 over Loyola. 

“We were hurting first 
semester on the men’s side as a 
result of [those absences],” said 
Fletcher. “Having [sophomore] 
Drew Palmieri and [sopho-
more] Josh Rosenbluth back 
and of course [senior] Brandon 
Modrov healthy is making a big 
difference, as well as the return 
of [grad student] Chris Coles 
to diving.” 

The women, though not 
boasting any amazing sto-
rylines, displayed dominating 

performances of their own, 
embarrassing Howard 224-60 
and defeating Loyola 179-121. 

“The Loyola win was of 
course a conference win for both 
teams,” said Fletcher. “Loyola is 
rumored to be catching up to 
us so I think it is important to 
have that under our belt, too.” 

For the men, Modrov won 
the 200-meter breaststroke and 
the 200 individual medley (IM) 
in addition to posting a career-
best time of 58.64 seconds in 
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Broncs gain 
momentum 
entering 
MAACs

Tidal Warning

By Paul Mullin

Senior Hayley Wittsack placed 6th in the 100-meter backstroke, 5th in the 200 backstroke, and 
5th in the 400 individual medley in the Broncs’ 153-144 victory over Lafayette on Jan. 24.

Photo by Karly Hamburg

Junior forward Jason Thompson has been dynamic for the 
Broncs all season. He displayed his dominance in a 31-point, 
16-rebound performance in a game against Siena on Jan. 27. 

Photo by Matt Freedman

Thompson upends Siena, Saint Peter’s

Great players aren’t always 
great. They’re just great when 
they have to be.

Down by a point and the 
victim of an inadvertent whistle 
with 12.5 seconds remaining, 
star-studded junior forward 
Jason Thompson caught an 
inbounds pass from sopho-
more guard Harris Mansell and 
banked in the game-winning 
shot with 4.5 seconds left to lift 
Rider to a spine-tingling 54-53 
victory over MAAC rival Saint 
Peter’s (SPC) Monday night.

It was the second game 
in a row in which Thompson 
– who achieved career highs in 
points (31), rebounds (16) and 
blocked shots (7) in a win over 
pesky Siena two days earlier 
– played the role of Superman.

“Rider is a very good team 
with one of the best players in 
the league,” said Siena Head 
Coach Fran McCaffery of 
Thompson following Saturday 

afternoon’s game at Sovereign 
Bank Arena. “He’s a handful. 
He did it at both ends of the 
court. That’s what the great 
ones do.”

Against SPC, Thompson 
was aided by the inspired play 
of sophomore guard Lamar 
Johnson, who finished with a 
game-high 19 points, 14 of 
which came in the second half. 
Johnson’s successful three-point 
try with 7:43 to play gave Rider 
its first lead of the game, 47-
46.

“This is the kind of perfor-
mance we have expected from 
Lamar all season,” said Assistant 
Coach Kevin Baggett. “He 
struggled a bit in the beginning 
of the season but to his credit 
he worked exceptionally hard 
and lately has come through for 
us in the past few games.”

After a poor first half in 
which the team scored only 22 
points and shot 22.7 percent 
from the floor, the Broncs (12-
9 overall, 6-5 MAAC) erased 

By Leo D. Rommel

See ‘Swimming,’ p. 13

See ‘Basketball,’ p. 14

SWIMMING & DIVING

MEN’S BASKETBALL

I swear, I thought it was 
Groundhog Day.

With 3:16 left to play 
on Saturday, the men’s bas-
ketball team – loser of three 
in a row entering the con-
test – found itself in famil-
iar territory: deadlocked in 
a dogfight, a nail-biter, with 
leads interchanging every 
which way. This sort of stress 
was nothing new for Rider; a 
handful of their games before-
hand had been determined in 
the waning minutes. Been 
there, done that.

Siena, ranked fourth in 
the conference, must have 
found the Broncs quite irritat-
ing. Regardless of what Siena 
threw at them, Rider just 
wouldn’t quit. Swatting away 
a fly in the midst of a summer 
afternoon was easier than get-
ting rid of these guys.

And just when it seemed 
Siena was about to pull ahead 
for good, the stars and the 
moon all realigned and Rider 
guard Terrance Mouton 
caught fire, draining a clutch 
three-pointer to give his team 
the lead. A little more than 
40 seconds later, teammate 
Harris Mansell surged to the 
basket for a lay-up. Jason 
Thompson followed that up 
with a pair of free-throws, 
and by the time the arena 
began to empty, the Broncs 
were gleefully walking up the 
court, merely dribbling out 
the clock.

History repeated itself on 
Monday, when Rider needed 
a last-second bank shot by 
Thompson to secure a one-
point win over the second-to-
worst team in the conference 
(see left). Life as a Bronc is 
never easy, I assure you, not 
even in a year in which the 
conference is uncharacteristi-
cally weak.

It’s easy to be critical of 
this year’s team. After all, 
on paper, they are far from 
spectacular. They are near 
the middle of the pack in 
field goal percentage, they’re 
eighth in scoring defense and 

Leo D. Rommel

Tough 
Guys

See ‘Tough,’ p. 13
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